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INTRODUCTION 

The book which is now published under the title '' A History of 
British Socialism, Volume I.,*' was intended by the author to be 
the first of two volumes, the second of which would carry the 
story of British Socialism into the opening decade of the present 
century. The War intervened before the second volume was 
ready for the Press, and Mr. Beer, like most other students, was 
compelled for the time being to lay his literary work on one side. 
The first volume, therefore, is now published separately, the 
next, it is hoped, will appear on the return of peace. Together 
they will form the most complete account of the development 
of Socialist thought m Great Bntain which has yet appeared. 
The subject of the present volume is the growth of Socialism 
down to the rise of Chartism, and its readers must remember 
that there is a sequel in which the story is completed. But the 
period with which it deals is sufficiently distinct to be studied 
separately, and the book is a unity, not a mutilated fragment. 

Mr. Beer's book is a study of political thought upon the 
group of problems created by the rise of capitalist agriculture 
and capitalist industry, as it developed in the country which 
was the first to experience the transition, and which experienced 
it most completely. It is called, A History of Bntish Social- 
ism," because the particular aspect of that thought with which 
it IS primarily concerned is the effort, partly gritical, partly 
constructive, at once aspiration, theory, prophecy, and pro- 
gramme, which had as its object to substitute for the direction 
of industry by the motive of personal profit and the method of 
unrestricted ^competition some pnnciple of organization more 
compatible with social solidarity and economic freedom. Like 
other summary designations of complex political forces, Socialism 
is a word the connotation of which varies, not only from 
generation to generation, but from decade to decade ; and Mr. 
Beer has wisely refrained from trimming the edges of an 

vu 



INTRODUCTION 


:viii 

experimental and combative history to fit the framework of 
any neat definition. Instead of formulating a canon of Socialist 
orthodoxy and grouping the exponents of the faith according 
to the different degrees of their proximity to it, he has allowed 
the significance of his title to emerge from the different and 
sometimes contradictory curients of thought which inte mingle, 
in their natural complexity and exuberance and crudity, in the 
pages of his book. His work is not the chronicle of a sect or of 
a party, but the analysis of a moral and intellectual movement. 

As the present volume shows, that movement can claim 
some classics. But it has developed less through the literary 
succession of a chain of writers than by the renewed and spon- 
taneous reflection of each generation upon the dominant facts 
and theories which confronted it. The mental atmosphere 
of England on the eve of the Industrial Revolution, the 
reactions of the French Revolution and the long War, the 
agitation which preceded, and the disillusionment which 
followed, the first Reform Bill, the influence of Adam Smith, 
Ricardo, and the Utilitarians form a background without a 
description of which English Socialism, in its seminal period, is 
unintelligible. Mr. Beer has set them m the high light which they 
deserve. He presents the main elements in the political thought 
of the time, not as specimens in a museum, but in the tumultuous 
energy and profusion with which they swept across the mind of a 
tormented generation. The key to the heart of an economic age 
lies in economics, as to that of a leligious age it is religion. What 
he offers is a study of one side of the great debate upon the merits 
of modern industrial civilization, which the nineteenth century, 
at the climax of its triumphant self-confidence, could ignor but 
could not silence, and which is still unended. His feet are always 
planted on solid earth, and he is not of those who would convert 
history into a procession of abstractions. But the xn^in theme of 
his book is political thought, not political events, and he is more 
interested in the workshops where doctrines are forged and 
sharpened than in their use in the field, f there are critics 
who regard the history of opinion as an unprofitable dilettantism, 
they may be invited to reconsider their judgment when they 
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have read the second part of the present volume. For the ideas 
whose development and genesis it traces are not antiquarian 
cunosities, but a high explosive, — and an explosive which has 
not yet been fired. 

These ideas have a long history, and the first ninety-one 
pages of the present volume are given to a description of the 
communistic elements in English thought from the Middle Ages 
to the beginning of the eighteenth century. Like the Christianity 
of Plato, the Socialism of the ammae naturahter soctahshcae 
of the pre-industnal era bears its name by metaphor or analogy, 
and the treatment which it receives from Mr. Beer must not 
be mterpreted as impl3dng that he regards a spintual afi&nity 
as a direct affiliation. The importance for him of the earlier 
thinkers consists in the legacy of poktical pnnciples which they 
transmitted. Capitalist industry arose, as he points out, in a 
country which was intellectually prepared to receive it. It 
developed, not by a fortuitous series of technical discoveries, 
but through the concentration of thought upon definite problems 
to the exclusion of others, and there is a sense in which Locke 
and Blackstone were as truly its pioneers as Arkwright and 
Crompton. The first part of the book, therefore, is in the nature 
of an introduction to its main theme, — the development of 
political thought under the stress of Industrial Revolution. 

The social history of the years from 1760 to 1840 has received 
more attention in England than that of any other period Toyn- 
bee, Held, Cunningham, and Mantoux have made its mam features 
familiar, and the brilliant books of Mr. and Mrs. Hammond 
have painted an unforgettable picture of the meaning of the 
new economic regime to the workers in village and town. The 
political philosophy which triumphed has been the subject of 
an elaborate study by Leslie Stephen. Prof. Wallas has desenbed 
it, while it still had to fight for its existence. Prof. Dicey has 
shown how in the day of its power it transformed Enghsh thought 
and institutions betw'een 1832 and 1870. What has never been 
adequately written is the history of the political philosophy 
which failed. For the victory of the panegyrists of the new 
mdustnal order was so complete as to obliterate the very remem- 
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brance of its critics, and to create the impression that Utilitarian- 
ism spoke with the voice of reason itself. That is what seemed 
to be the case to the contemporaries who applauded. That is 
how it still often appears to-day. There was a leaden obscurant- 
ism which would not think. There was a blind movement of 
misery among masses hardly capable of thought. But in the 
first forty years of the century which saw the establishment of 
capitalist industry intelligence was united in its approval, and 
an alternative philosophy did not find expression in England 
till it was imported in the forties from abroad. 

That impression is natural, but the present volume shows 
that it is an illusion. In the clash of political idea^ in the 
early nineteenth century there were not two protagonists, 
but three, and the least known had not the least vitality For 
capitalism was no sooner dominant than it produced its critics, 
and side by side with the economic theory of Ricardo and the 
political theory of Bentham there appeared a body of doctrine 
which attacked the fundamental basis of the new order. It is 
not the case, therefore, as has sometimes been suggested, that 
the classical land of capitalist industry had to wait foi an 
exposition of Socialism till a German exile disinterred dusty 
bluebooks in the British Museum. As Marx himself was well 
aware, there was an indigenous English Socialism which, except 
for the inspiration to all creative thought given by France, owed 
nothing to foreign influences. Spence, Ogilvie, and Paine, oi 
whom an admirable account is contained in the late Mr. P. A. 
Brown's The French Revolution in Englhh History, were 
agrarian reformers, though Paine was much more as well God- 
win was an anarchist; Charles Hail was a conseivativc ciitic 
of capitalism rather than a socialist. But the writings of Gray, 
Thompson, Hodgskin, and Bray, all published, except that of 
Bray, which appeared in 1839, decade 1820-1830, laid 

down the main hnes of Socialist thought more than twenty years 
before the appearance of the Communist Manifesto. Their works 
are almost unobtainable. Except in Prof. Foxwell's introduction 
to Anton Monger's book. The Ri^ght to the whole Produce of 
Labour, no adequate exposition of their writings has appeared 
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in English. And, as readers of the present work will discover, 
they were not isolated eccentrics, but representatives of a current 
of thought which offered the working classes what in the twenties 
and thirties they needed most, — a philosophy interpreting the 
causes of their degradation, and a body of articulate doctrine 
which could fuse into energy their misery, their passion, and their 
hope. 

It is this current of thought, its antecedents, affinities, and 
lamifications, its theoretical developments and practical effects 
in the world of industry and pohtics, which occupies the greater 
part of the present volume. Its immediate influence was pro- 
found. The word '' Socialism " appears first to be used in the 
Co-operative Magazine of November, 1827, in which those who 
think that Capital should be owned, not individually, but in 
common, are descnbed as Commumonists or Socialists/' Its 
meaning was not collectivism, but co-operation ; and co-opera- 
tion not in the specialised sense which it has since assumed 
of a particular method of conducting trade, but with the larger 
significance of a social order based on fraternity, not competition. 
In that sense it was still used by the Rochdale Pioneers of 1844, 
when they proposed to ''arrange the powers of production, 
distnbution, education, and government, or, in other words, 
to establish a self-supporting home colony of united interests." 

Co-operation was a body of social principles before it was an 
economic device, and, if its practical application owed most to 
Robert Owen, the intellectual elaboration of the faith was the 
work of the early English Socialists. Their relation to Chartism 
and Trade Unionism was equally important To the former they 
helped to give the anti-capitalist bias, which, as the excellent 
work of the late Mr. Hovell shows was the practical motive to 
rally the turbulent workers of the North to the decorous political 
programme enunciated by Lovett and the London Workingmen's 
Association. Influenced partly by their teaching, which was 
disseminated in a popular form through the papers read by the 
working classes, trade unionism assumed a revolutionary and 
aggressive character as remote from the aims of the sober defen- 
sive associations of the sixties and seventies as from those of the 
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local j ourneymen’s clubs of the eighteenth century. That proper- 
ty not earned by labour is theft, that there is necessarily a class- 
war between the producers and the non-producers, that economic 
power precedes political power and that salvation must come, 
not from Parliament, but from syndicalist movements on the 
part of the organised workers — these were the watch words of 
the advanced trade unionism of the tl iirties. ‘ ' With us, universal 
suffiage will begin in our lodges, extend to the general union, 
and finally swallow up the political power ” ; “ Social liberty 
must precede political liberty While we are in a state of social 
slavery, our rights would be exercised to the benefit of our ty- 
rants, and we should be made subservient to the parties who 
work us for their purposes.” ^ Under the stimulus of such ideas, 
trade unionism became an effort directed to overthrowing the 
existing economic system, rather than to improving the condition 
of the wage-earner within it. Trade union history, which like 
trade union law, has suffered from the tyranny of over-rigid 
definitions, requires to be rc-written in the light of them. When 
that is done, movements which now appear novel or ephemeral 
will possibly be found to be the re-cmergence of tendencies which 
are fundamental and permanent. " The English intellect,” writes 
Mr Beer, in his preface, " from its sheer recklessness is essentially 
revolutionary. ... In periods of general upheaval, when the 
dynamic forces of society are vehemently asserting themselves, 
the English are apt to throw their mental ballast overboard and 
take the lead in revolutionary thought and action. In such a 
period are we living now.” His words are more appropriate to 
Ihe present moment than to that at which they were written. 
" Social Reconstruction ” is not the invention of the twentieth 
century ; and those who are concerned with it to-day may find 
in the intellectual ferment of the peiiod explored by Mr. Beer a 
medicine to chasten their hopes and to fortify their resolution. 

A foreign scholar has certain advantages in writing the 
history of modern England. He is not scorched by the embers 
of living controversies He is free from the prejudices of sect 
or paity, and can view his subject through plain glass. The 

' See p. 340. 
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snares of ready-made interpretations are not about his feet, 
nor conventional judgments upon his lips His eye for the sharp 
outline of facts has not been dimmed by a haze of famihar words. 
He can find a new significance in the obvious and still be sur- 
prised at what is surprising. But only scholarship of a high 
order can give him the learning needed to compose a work like 
the present volume, and only long familiarity can save him from 
misinterpreting the atmosphere of a foreign nation. Mr. Beer 
possesses both. He is an indefatigable student, who knows 
the social history of England from the middle of the eighteenth 
century, as it is known only to Professor Graham Wallas, Mr. 
and Mrs. Sidney Webb, and Mr. and Mrs. Hammond. And his 
twenty years of residence in England have given him the working 
acquaintance with the unstated assumptions of Enghsh political 
life which is hardly less necessary than historical knowledge for 
the task which he has undertaken. 

The present book is only part of the work which he had 
planned. In addition to the second volume, which was almost 
completed, he had begun, in conjunction with a friend, the task 
of reprinting the more noteworthy writings of the early Enghsh 
Socialists, and some of them were already in proof when he was 
interrupted. I see now," he wrote, in the last week of July, 
1914, that I must use every moment for work. The War will 
upset all plans, if Germany gets involved in the Austnan 
madness I feel more than ever that no agitation and no class- 
war are of any use. Man is still brutal, and despite all religion, 
culture, and science, not far removed from the wild animal." 
At a time when to speak of the unity of Europe seems a cruel 
jest, a work hke that of Mr. Beer, the history by an Austrian 
scholar of the English contribution to an international move- 
ment, is not only a valuable addition to histoncal knowledge, 
but a reminder that there are intellectual bonds which preceded 
the War and which will survive it Enghsh readers will thank 
him both for the one and for the other, and will hope that, by 
the publication of his second volume, he will in the near future 
increase the obligation under which he has already iaid them. 

R. H Tawney. 
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From the thirteenth century to the present day the stream 
of socialism and social reform has largely been fed by British 
thought and experiment. Mediaeval schoolmen and states- 
men, modern political philosophers, economists, poets and 
philanthropists of the British Isles have explored its course 
and enriched its volume, but left it to writers of other nations 
to name and describe it. The same may be said of all other 
philosophical and scientific achievements of Britain, and 
particularly of England Mr. Kipling's heroic Explorer " 
is her true symbol : — 

Well I know who'll take the credit — all the clever chaps that 
followed — 

Came a dozen men together — ^never knew my desert fears , 

Tracked me by the camps I’d quitted — ^used the water-holes Fd 
hollowed 

They’ll go back and do the talking. They’ll be called the Pioneers I 

This has been so all along, but it ought not to be so any 
longer. British students ought to work up and utilise the 
views which the seminal minds of England have given to 
the world. The nation needs now all the knowledge, 
ordered and systematised, of its past labours for socialism 
and social reform, in order to be able to cope with the social 
difficulties and weltering movements which are visibly 
coming to a head 

The English intellect, from its sheer recklessness, is 
essentially revolutionary, probably more so than the French 
intellect. But since 1688 it has been the endeavour of 
English statesmen and educators to impart to the naticm 
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a conservative, cautiously moving temper, a distrust of 
generalisation, an aversion from carrying theory to its 
logical conclusions. By these means they appear to have 
succeeded in ballasting and steadying the intellectual 
swiftness and restlessness of the nation and in producing 
well-balanced minds. In normal times this ingenious 
contiivance has worked well — or as Sir Leslie Stephen said, 
" Illogicality has saved us,” and given the English a reputa- 
tion for being controlled by good sense and sober judgment. 
In periods of general upheavals, however, when the dynamic 
forces of society are vehemently asserting themselves, the 
English are apt to throw their mental ballast overboard 
and take the lead in revolutionary thought and action. 
In such a period we are living now. 

Since the beginning of the new century a new England 
has been springing up — " rousing herself like a strong man 
after sleep and shaking her invincible locks.” Her men and 
women are all astir, their mentality has become sensitive 
and quickly responsive to doctrinal and moral stimuli — 
the people are marching on. The intellects of the nation 
are as bold and active as in the great crises of its stirring 
past. The old issues are either forgotten or forced to their 
final fruition, while the masses are joining issue with the 
classes upon the question of a redistribution of wealth and 
power. A new Chartist movement has arisen and is daily 
growing. 

The period which now discloses itself to the eyes of the 
social inquirer exhibits some striking parallels to that of 
the second quarter of the nineteenth century. The con- 
solidation of the productive and distributive forces that were 
brought into being by the Industrial Revolution, the contest 
of the then new middle classes for political power, the 
agitation for a new commercial policy ; the surging-up 
of the working classes since the repeal of the Combination 
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Laws (1824-5), the formation of national trades organisa- 
tions, the alliance between the middle and working classes 
against the Tory aristocracy and in favour of the First 
Reform Bill (1830-32), the disillusionment of Labour and 
the consequent rise of revolutionary trades unionism or 
Syndicalism (1833-4), the growth of Chartism or a Socialist 
Labour Party (1836-48) ; finally, the rise of the Oxford 
Movement, Young England, and Christian Socialism — all 
this stupendous mental ferment in the years from 1825 to 
1850 appears to be repeating itself now on a larger and 
higher scale. Yet, how much do we know of the effects of 
the struggle for the First Reform Bill on the then nascent 
socialist and labour movement ? And how much of the 
effects of the Constitutional struggle since 1909 on organised 
Labour ? Or is it a mere coincidence that revolutionary 
trades unionism followed in the wake of the agitation for the 
Reform Bill, 1832, and that S3mdicalism and general strikes 
have been treading upon the heels of the Constitutional 
crisis that began with Mr. Lloyd George’s Finance Bill? 
And will the strengthening of the political action of Labour 
which followed upon the collapse of revolutionary trades 
unionism, in 1835, be repeated with regard to Syndicalism 
and the British Labour Party of t®-day ? And is Tariff 
Reform destined to mark the close of the social ferment of 
the present day as the triumph of Free Trade marked the 
close of the Chartist era’ 

These and many other vital questions suggest themselves 
from a comparison of the two periods. I do not pretend 
to have supplied adequate solutions of those problems, my 
aim having been to stimulate the social and political student, 
rather than to offer panaceas. I have but brought together, 
as completely as I could, from the vast treasure-houses 
of British theology, moral philosophy, political economy, 
socialist pamphlets. Labour papers, and general periodical 
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publications, the materials relevant to our subject. I have 
classified them according to the theories and general concepts 
underlying them, and given each phase and leadmg person- 
ality their historical setting, thus bringing them into relation 
with the social events and mental developments of their 
time. 

From 1790 to 1840 the Francis Place Collections and 
MSS., which are either in the Bntish Museum Manuscript 
Department or at the Repository at Hendon, have been of 
great assistance to me. I take this opportunity to express 
my thanks to the Ubrarian and assistants of the British 
Museum for the unfaihng courtesy with which they treated 
my requests and for the facilities they afforded me for my 
research work. 

The correspondence of Robert Owen is now in the keeping 
of the Co-operative Wholesale Society at Manchester. May 
I suggest to its administrators to hand it over to the Trustees 
of the British Museum in order to make it accessible to 
students ? 

While writing this book I often felt the want of an English 
work on the English schoolmen. It is rather curious that no 
British student of divinity has ever set himself the task of 
writing an exhaustive monograph on either Alexander of 
Hales, or Duns Scotus, or William of Ockham. Or are these 
leading Minorites and schoolmen regarded as foreigners 
because the first died at Paris, the second at Cologne, and 
the third at Munich ? 

I have likewise regretted that no English treatise exists 
on the currency controversies, particularly with respect 
to paper money, of the crucial period from 1774 to 1819. 

The " History of British Sodahsm ” is but a feeble 
attempt to repay the enormous mental debt which I owe 
to English life and scholarship. I could not have written 
it but for my twenty years’ residence in this country, which 
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has taught me how high an elevation of political and moral 
culture a nation must reach before it can embark on a 
socialistic reconstruction of society. I hope that British 
social students will assist me, by their criticisms, to make 
the second edition of the book less defective. 

The book is based on my German Geschichte des 
Sozialismus in England (1912), which had a uniformly 
favourable reception from the press in Great Britain, 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia. The English 
version is practically a new book, it having been com- 
pletely re-written, and enlarged by a considerable amount 
of original matter. 

In conclusion, I express my cordial thanks to Mr. R. C. K. 
Ensor for having read and corrected some of the proofs, 
and to Dr. A. Shadwell for the encouragement and advice 
he gave me dunng the writing of the book. 


NOTE TO THE REVISED EDITION 

The above Preface was written m June, 1914, when the 
manuscript of the History of British Socialism was neanng 
completion. Owing to the Great War, however, the pubhcation 
was put off till Peace was declared and public attention again 
turned to home affairs. The present edition is, with few excep- 
tions, a faithful reprint of the origmal work which appeared in 
1919 and 1920. In Volume II, the chapters XIX and XX, 
dealing with the years 1914 to 1919, have undergone some altera- 
tions, for they seemed to require either corrections or filling up 
of lacunae. Moreover, the present edition is enlarged by a 
supplementary chapter (XXII), covering the years from 1920 to 
1928. It is written in the same dispassionate spirit which secured 
for the origmal edition the unanimous approval of the Brit i sh 
Press and public. 
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I am glad to have an opportunity ot expressing my obliga- 
tion to Mr. J. S. Middleton, assistant secretary of the Labour 
Party, to Mr. Walter M. Citrine, general secretary of the Trades 
Union Congress, for information and lending me the Reports of 
the Labour Party Conferences and the Trades Union Congresses 
respectively, and to Mr. Alfred Mattison, of Leeds, for his great 
kindness in sending me his unique notes on the life of Jolm 
Francis Bray. 

M. BEER. 

Sepiefnb$y, 1938, 



NOTE TO 1940 EDITION 


The text is substantially the same as the second edition, except 
for the correction of a few misprints which had escaped my 
vigilance. 

I added a supplementary chapter to bring the book up to date. 
The chapter covers the decade 1929-39, which witnessed the 
first serious crisis of the Labour Party, the banner-bearer of 
socialism in this country It deals with the economic crisis 1930- 
31 and its effects on the Party* the defection of its leaders, 
the severe electoral defeat in 1931, the controversy arising from 
it, then the revival and the crystallisation of the policy of the 
Parhamentary Labour Party. 

My thanks are due to the Trades Union Congress Publicity 
Department for lending me the Annual Repoits 1929-36, and to 
the Research Department of the Labour Party for suppl5dng me 
the statistics of the general elections 1931 and 1935, as well as 
to Mr James Middleton (Secretary of the Labour Party) and 
Prof R H Tawney for having revised the supplementary 
chapter. 


M. BEER. 
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PART I 

mediaeval communism 




I 

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES 


I. — ^THE LEGACY OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 

A BROAD current of communistic sentiment runs through the 
mental life of the Roman Empire in the age of Chnst. The 
widening of the spiritual honzon consequent upon the growing 
acquaintance with Greek philosophy and oriental speculation , 
the political and material forces which were operating upon the 
social structure since the Punic Wars ; the constant and jarring 
frictions and contests between the classes ; ^ finally, the increasing 
corruptions and complications of society, spread dissatisfaction 
with the existing institutions, and with traditional creeds and 
concepts. An unquenchable yearning for a return to the simpler 
past and ruder equality took hold of the minds of poets, patriots, 
and thinkers. 

In that mood the prehistoric past, with its tribal organisation 
and absence of individual property, appeared to those minds 
as the reign of Saturn, or the state of nature, where man lived 
in unconscious innocence and blissful ignorance, knowing nothing 
of meum and tuum, good and evil, dominion and servitude. It was 
a state free from searchings of heart.^iLomjweaidsQme-ptoblems 
cdncerning social rdations and ethical concepts, Vergil, mild 
and pensive, celebrates the reign of Saturn when — 

“ No fences parted fields, nor marks nor bounds 
Divided acres of litigious grounds. 

But all was common *** 

Strains of rude equality fall on our ear when Horace sings of 
Scyihian institutions : 

“ The Scythians of the plam% 

More happy are, housed in wandenng warns, 

* Vergil, Georg. I. 125-28. 


* Gicero, De Rep, I. 31, 


3 
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More blest the Getan stout, 

Who not from acres mark'd and meted out 
Reaps bis fruit and gram. 

A year, no more, he rests m his domain. 

Then, pausing from his toil, 

He quits it, and in turn another tills the soil 

Tacitus inquires, with romantic admiration, into the life of the 
Germanic tribes ; and Juvenal, conservative and patriotic, pours 
out his burning zeal in satires upon a civilisation that has forsaken 
toil and virtue and fallen a prey to luxury and voluptuousness— 
those insidious foes that paralyse the hands of the world 
conquerors.2 

But the most pronounced admirer of primitive communism 
is Seneca : '' The social virtues had remained pure and inviolate 
before covetousness distracted society and introduced poverty, 
for men ceased to possess all things when they began to call 
anything their own. The first men and their immediate de- 
scendants followed nature, pure and uncorrupt. When, how- 
ever, vices crept in, kings were obliged to show their authority 
and enact penal laws. How happy was the primitive age when 
the bounties of nature lay in common and were used promis- 
cuously ; nor had avarice and luxury disunited mortals and 
made them prey upon one another. They enjoyed all nature in 
common, which thus gave them secure possession of the public 
wealth. Why should I not think them the richest of all people, 
among whom there was not tp be found one poor man ? ® 

Josephus, a faithful index of educated opinion of his time, 
sees in Cain a man striving after possessions and lucre, acquisition 
of land, while Abel personifies the artless and innocent shepherd, 
moving about with his herds from pasture to pasture, without 
occupying any of them. Cain is also supposed by the ancients 
to have been the first to set bounds to fields.* 

* Horace, Odes III. 24 (Theodore Martin's translation). 

* Juvenal, Satires, 6 and 13. 

* Seneca, Letters, 90. 

^ Josephus, Anttq. Jud., 1. r, c. 2 (3). C/. Wyclifie, Civ. dom., IIL, 
c. 20 (vol 4, p. 422) ; John Selden, Mare Clausum, 1. i, c, 4. 
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Private property and civil dominion thus appeared as the 
origin of evil. 

The philosophy underl3ring these conceptions is of course that 
of the Stoa, the real origin of the doctrines of the state of nature 
and of natural rights. 

The difficulties and problems that assailed Rome since the 
Punic Wars had troubled Hellas since the Persian Wars. The 
old society, in spite of all reforming efforts to maintain it, had 
given way to individualism; the old mythology or antique 
theology was losing authority and its place was being taken by 
a philosophy that was mainly ethical The final outcome was 
the Stoa, whose doctrines are partly a protest against civil society 
and individual property, and partly a positive guide to an ethical 
reform of society. It is based on an idealisation of the primitive 
conditions of tribal society The appeal to nature implies a 
censure upon civilisation as well as a summons to mankind either 
to return to the past or to re-organise their institutions after the 
ideals drawn from the past. The urbanisation of the land, the 
bursting of the national bars, the growth of trade and commerce, 
appeared to the Stoics as an abandonment of natural pursuits, 
of the simple virtues of country life, and the introduction of 
artificial conditions, of multitudinous and complicated business, 
of luxury and corruption. In Stoic philosophy, God appears as 
the active, rational, and moral principle who saturates and 
vitalizes the physical nature. The world and the fulness thereof 
governs itself by the divine law inherent in it, which is equity 
and goodness. It is infinitely superior to civil law or man-made 
law, and it applies to all human beings, for men as participators 
of the divine spint are free and equal. In the original society, 
as it issued from the hands of nature, the divine-natural law 
governed mankind, but in later times corruption set m and man 
enacted laws. Civil government is thus the effect of the debase- 
ment of mankind and but a vicious substitute for the reign of 
God and nature. From evil flows evil and it can only be cured 
by a return to nature and a life in harmony with nature.^ 

» C/. Maine, Ancient Law, ed. 1861, pp. 53-7, 70-2 ; Pearson, 
Fragments of Zeno, pp. 11-12 ; Cornford, Transition from Religion 
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The educated Romans, in so far as they were susceptible ot 
philosophic speculations, accepted the Stoic doctrines ; later on 
the Roman lawyers incorporated it as ius naturale into their 
legal system, not, however, without materially changing some 
of its tenets. It was m the Hellenic world that Stoic philosophy 
became an integral part of ethical and religious thought, and with 
the influx of Greeks into Christianity Stoic concepts took place 
among the formative elements of patristic and scholastic 
theology. 

2 .— THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH 

Jewish ethical monotheism and Stoic philosophy, both saturated 
either with social reform or communistic ideals, formed the 
mental atmosphere into which Christianity was born. As a 
religion of the lowly and hungry it came into the world, endowed 
with the sentiment that communism was capable of raising 
economic life to a higher moral level. The hindrance to salvation 
was not poverty, but riches. ** Blessed be ye poor, for yours 
is the kingdom of God. . . . How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God '' (Luke vi. 20 , xviii. 24). 
It may fairly be doubted whether positive communistic institu** 
tions really existed amongst the primitive Christian communities, 
as one might infer from Acts iv. 32, but there cannot be any 
doubt that common possessions were looked upon by many of 
the first Christians as an ideal to be aimed at.^ 

Under the overpowering influence of the teachings of Christ 
the members of the first communities were “ of one heart and of 
one soul, neither said any of them that aught of the things which 
he possessed was his own, but they had all things common 
(Acts iv. 32). In this moral exaltation sacrifice was easy and 
renunciation of worldly possession a spiritual joy. Or as S. 
Cyprian says, When at the first beginnings of the Church the 
mind flourished with great virtues, when the soul of the believers 

io Phtlosophy, 1911 ; Voigt, Ius Naturale, 1857 ; Barth, Die Stoa, 
1906; D G Pitchie, Natural Rtghts, 

* Compare, however, Gibbon, Roman Empire, c 15 (ed Bury, 
n 47) ; also Latimer, Sermons, First Before Edward VI. 
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burned with a glow of faith yet new, then they had all things 
common, they imitated the divine law, the equity of God the 
Father/’ ^ Barnabas enjoins the Christian, to communicate 
in all things with thy neighbour ; thou shalt not call things thine 
own ; for if ye are partakers in common of things that are in- 
corruptible how much should ye be of those things which are 
perishable ” ^ Clement of Alexandna teaches, All things are 
common and not for the rich to appropriate an undue share. 
That expression therefore, ‘ I possess and possess it in abundance, 
why should I not enjoy ? ’ is suitable neither to man nor to 
society. . . . God has given to us the hberty of use, but 
only so far as necessary, and He has determined that the use 
should be common/’ ® TertuUian argues with the Romans, 
We are brethren in our family property, which with you mostly 
dissolves brotherhood. We, therefore, who are united in mind 
and soul, doubt not about having our possessions in common. 
With us all things are shared promiscuously, except the wives. 
In that alone do we part fellowship, in which alone others (Greek 
and Roman pagans) exercise it.” ^ S John Chrysostom preaches, 
” Consider the time of the Apostles. I say not the chief men, 
but the believers themselves generally. All, it is written, were 
of one heart, neither said any of them that aught of the things 
which he possessed was his own. There were no such words 
as ' mine ’ and ' thine/ This is fnendship ... It is 
only impossible (to-day) because we have not the will, for 
possible it is. If it were not possible neither would Christ 
have commanded it nor have discoursed so much upon 
love.” ® 

The corollary of these behefs was the condemnation of wealth 
and the exaltation of poverty. It found epigrammatic expression 
m the sentence, dives aut miquus aut %mqu% heres, “ To grow 
rich without an injustice is impossible. But what if he succeeded 

I S. Cyprian, Of Works and Alms c 25. 

• Barnabas, Epistle §19 

» Clement of Alexandna, Patd II. 13. 

• TertuUian, ApoL I. 39 

• S, John Chrysostom, Homthes, i ThessaL Horn. 2. 
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lo his father's inheritance ? Then he receives what had been 
gained by injustice." ^ 

The communistic ideal is evidently compatible with Christianity, 
provided that the methods employed for its realisation are strictly 
ethical and religious, and not political, seditious, or revolutionarv : 
they must be confined to self -reform through a moral and religious 
life. Therefore, it was possible for S. Paul, without offending 
the communistic sentiments of the believers, to exhort the 
Roman community to be subject to the civil authorities and 
obedient to their laws (Romans xiii.). 

3.— CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY AND NATURAL LAW 

To the teachers of primitive and mediaeval Christianity ius 
naiurale must have been particularly congenial. It appeared 
to them to be a pagan version of the Scriptural truths of the 
innocence of the original man in the Garden of Eden, his Fall and 
the consequent corruption of man's heart, and the inferior nature 
of civilisation and human laws, as well as a confirmation that 
even Nature dictates certain commandments in conformity with 
divine law,^ And they found authority for its validity in S, 
Paul, who argues, For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, 
do by nature the things contained in the law, these . . , arc a 
law unto themselves, which show the work of the law written in 
their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness " (Romans li. 
14, 15). Here the law of nature is expressly recognised. To 
that argument of S. Paul the Church Fathers, Schoolmen, and 
theologians always refer as the authority for the incorporation 
of ius naiurale into their theological systems. But the ius 
naiurale of the Roman lawyers lost in the process of assimilation 

* The same, Homtlies, i Tim Horn. 12. Compare Pohlmann, 
Sociale Frage in der anUken Welt, vol, 2 ; also Laurent, Hisiotre 
du dfoit de$ Gens, IV. 102, $eq, 

• William of Ockham : Omne ius naiurale in Scripturis divtnis 
exphciU etimphcite contineiur ” {Dtalogusxn Goldast, Monarchia, IL), 

P 934 J Eichard Hooker : “ The Scripture is fraught even with 
Laws of Nature, insomuch as Gratian defining natural right . . . 
that which the Books of the Law and the Gospel do contain ” 
{Ecclesiastical Pohty, book i, c. 12), 
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to the body of Roman law much of the communistic ardour which 
it had m the age of Vergil, Josephus, and Seneca. In Roman 
Law it was combined with tus gentium, which had grown out of 
the international relations and commercial transactions of Ihe 
ancient world and therefore could not but be unfavourable to the 
social conceptions of the state of nature . the Law of Nations 
legalised dominion and servitude and private possessions. 
According to the Institutes tus naturale is that which nature 
teaches animals and man ; from it originates the joining together 
of male and female ; from it also procreation and education of the 
offspnng.^ Likewise, all men are bom free , and air, water, 
public and religious buildings are common possession.^ Indeed, 
in Roman Law, ius naiurale lost its old meaning and became a 
mdimentary organ, while in the patristic and scholastic literature 
it IS in full vigour. This is due to the Greek Fathers, then to S 
Augustine, but particularly to S Isidore of Seville {d^ 'bsd), who 
transmitted not only the body of Roman learning to the Church, 
but also the primitive Christian spirit. According to him, 
" ius naturale is common to all nations and it contains everything 
that is known to man by natural instinct and not by constitutions 
and man-made law, and that is . the joining together of man 
and woman, procreation and education of children, communis 
omnium possessio, et omnium una libertas, the acquisition of things 
which may be captured in the air, on the earth, and in the water, 
restitution of loaned and entrusted goods, finally, self-defence 
by force against viuience.” ® This definition of ius naturale 
contains, first, the usual characteristics as given m the Institutes ; 
secondly, the doctrines concerning the state of nature (communism 
and universal equal liberty) ; thirdly, the essence of the law 
of nations. It forms an integral part of the Corpus luris 
Canonici , ^ the Schoolmen always refer to it ; indeed, this defi- 
nition appears to them as authoritative as the reference of S. Paul 
to natural law. The canonic lawyers and commentators who 

1 Tnst , 1 . I, §§ 2, 3. 

^ Ih sA 1 * Of Voigt, lus Naturale, 1857, vol. i, § 57. 

» Isidore, Etym., 1 . v , c. 4 (ed Migne, tom, 82). 

* Deer. Grat , prima pars, dist. i, c. 7. 
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direct their keenest shafts against commercialism speak with 
evident delight of S Isidore's additions and declare that 
dulcissima rerum possessio communis and that meum et tuum ex 
imquitate procedunt^ Only from the division of things discord 
came, sic inter mortales facta dtvisio est. Also William of Ockham 
refers to the delectable words of S. Isidore,® 

On the other hand, they meet with great difficulties when 
attempting to reconcile economic and political equality, or the 
state of nature, with acquisition of things, restitution of loans and 
deposits, the use of force and violence, which are foreign to the 
concept of the state of nature and which evidently presuppose 
private property, discord, and enmity. S Isidore, of course, 
erroneously joined ius naturale to ius gentium; and a modern 
critic, despite his reverence for great and good men and their 
learning, would simply draw a line between those two legal 
concepts and show that ius gentium was much more akin to civil 
than to natural law. But the mental attitude of the Schoolmen 
was different. Revering authority above everything they saw 
in S. Isidore's definition of %us naturale one of those incompati- 
bilities and contradictions which were but superficially so, and 
therefore called for subtle distinctions and interpretations to 
reconcile them. 

The discovery of America and her tribal organisations added 
new strength to the system of ius naturale, and the rather romantic 
descriptions of natural society that followed upon the acquaint- 
ance with the American tribes are to some extent due to the pre- 
conceived notions which sprang from the concept of the state 
of nature. To Amerigo Vespucci, Sir Thomas More, Sahagun 
(a Franciscan missionary in Mexico), Hugo Grotius, Joseph 
Acosta, and many other scholars and travellers, the American 
tribes and communities appeared as striking demonstrations 
of the truths of natural law.3 

^Decr €rat , sec pars, causa 12, qu. x, c. 2, gloss, a. 

® William of Ockham, Dmlogus (m Goldast Monarchta II.), p 932 

» Compare particularly John Locke, On Civtl Government, IL, c 8, 
§§ 102, 108. 



CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY AND NATURAL LAW ii 


The influence exercised by that system of thought m the 
development of English, and generally, European social and 
political speculations could hardly be over-estimated. School- 
men, theologians, statesmen, lawyers, revolutionists, and poets 
based their reasonings and wove their imaginmgs on it, and 
even as late as in the first half of the nineteenth century, despite 
Burke and Bentham who opposed it, British Socialists, poor-law 
and social reformers were thinking in the terms of that system. 
From Alexander of Hales, Duns Scotus, and Ockham to Locke, 
Bolingbroke, Abraham Tucker and Paley; from Bracton to 
Blackstone, from Wycliffe and John Ball to Hodgskin, Feargus 
0*Connor, and Cardinal Manning, social and political philosophy 
was swayed by doctrines of natural rights. And yet, during 
all those centuries the concept of ius naturale was practically 
always passing through divers changes and interpretations 
which all but obliterated its original traits. It was, evidently, 
a useful hypothesis, and had to be maintained by interpretations 
and commentaries, which were merely adaptations of the theory 
to the profound mental and social transformations which English, 
and generally, European society was continually undergoing 
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I. — ^DISSOLUTION OF THE MANORIAL SYSTEM 

Natural and canonical law, as it moulded the speculations of the 
early Middle Ages, was in conformity with the customs and views 
of an agrarian, martial, and clerical society, whose units consisted 
of manorial demesnes, village communities, abbeys and monas- 
teries, with towns as their appendages. Land formed the chief 
source of wealth, while trade and commerce were the exception 
and were despised as base callings ; movable capital played a 
negligible part, and private property in the sense of absolute 
individual control over wealth was little known. This natural 
society reached its culmination in the Crusades, the zenith Of 
pure mediaeval spirit. 

In the age of the Crusades the germs of the new social organisa- 
tion had already made their appearance. Cities and towns, such 
as Venice, Genoa, Cologne, Augsburg, Nuremberg arose, founding 
their prosperity on commerce, money-changing, trade, and 
handicrafts. The Crusades themselves, with their need of 
money and their effects on the intercourse between West and 
East, promoted the new movement in which movable capital was 
destined to come into conflict with, and finally to overwhelm, 
the institutions and customs of feudal and clerical society.^ 
The towns gradually emancipated themselves from manorial 
and episcopal control , their social and economic needs and 
conditions became too differentiated and complicated to fit 
in with the communistic and anti-commercial tendencies of 
natural and canonical law. The growth of town economy, in its 
reaction on the mediaeval agrarian organisation, loosened the 

1 Compare H. v. Eicken, MiUelalterhche Weltanschauung ^ p. 778, 
sqq. 
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bonds between lord and vassal, manor and abbeys and village, 
and finally broke up the old relations. Concurrently with those 
events great religious and moral teachers and reformers arose, 
and a momentous spiritual and social ferment set in which led 
to (a) heated discussions on property and poverty (b) social 
upheavals, {c) changes in the doctrine of tus naturale, {d) rise of 
natural and moral philosophy, and (e) the formation of national 
Churches and States. 

2. — ^THEOLOGICAL CONTEST ABOUT POVERTY 

Social philosophy formed throughout the Middle Ages a part 
of theology, and the disputes concerning property, communism, 
and poverty were fought out by theologians. The most scholarly 
and influential among them were the Franciscans and the Domm- 
icans, who from the thirteenth to the fifteenth century supplied 
the Church with great teachers. No member of any other Order 
or of the secular clergy was equal in learning and acuteness of 
thought to Alexander of Hales, S. Thomas Aquinas, Roger 
Bacon, Duns Scotus, and William of Ockham. The Dominicans 
were conservative and conciliatory, while the Minorites, impelled 
by the primitive Christian fervour of their saintly founder, were 
the guardians of the poor, the counsellors of the people, and the 
defenders of the nation against all usurping domination ; a happy 
people and a good king, ruling in conformity with natural and 
divine law, were their social and political ideals The controversies 
and struggles concerning property and poverty as well as the 
relation between Church and State, which filled the thirteenth 
and, in a more intense degree, the fourteenth century, were led 
by Minorites and Dominicans; and their stage was Western 
and Central Europe. 

S. Francis of Assisi took for his rules of conduct the Scriptural 
texts, Matthew x. 9-10 ; xvi. 24 ; xix. 21, which command 
absolute poverty for the true followers of Christ. These rules 
were evidently a protest against the new commercial civilisation 
of Italy and an appeal to the pious to return to primitive Christ- 
ianity, to the spirit of the Sermon on the Mount. The followers 
of Jesus should live a life of self-abnegation, no ties should bind 
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them to the secular conditions of society, they should embrace 
poverty, practise charity, and derive their living from service, 
labour, and mendicancy. His doctrine of paupertas cvangelica 
was uncompromising and unworldly, and although it applied to 
the Order only, it could not but influence the views of its adherents 
concerning property in general, they held in the spirit of natural 
and canonical law that property had its origin in iniquity. 

Different in character and teaching was the greatest of the 
Dominicans, S. Thomas Aquinas. He was essentially a man of 
compromise, a great conciliator, who attempted to bring natural 
and canonical law into a certain harmony with the requirements 
of a society divided into rich and poor, agriculturists and mer- 
chants, proprietors and propertyless. He distinguished between 
the ideal and the possible, relegating communism to the region 
of the ideal and reducing it in practice to generous almsgiving 
and care for the propertyless. He sanctioned private property 
and its conditions as necessary for the peaceful existence of 
society. As long as man lived in statu innocentim there was no 
danger that community of goods would lead to discord and 
strife. Indeed, many good men held everything in common 
But after the state of innocence had vanished and separate 
dominions multiplied, the division of possessions became neces- 
sary for the sake of a secure social life.^ The division of possessions 
led to the division of society into rich and poor, but by natural 
and divine law it is incumbent upon the rich to give the 
whole of their superfluous wealth to the poor ‘ Res quas ediqui 
super ahundanter hahent, ex naturali iure debentur pauperum 
smtentationi,^ In the meaning of Aquinas the poor are not 
merely the destitute and paupers, but the wage-workers, the 
labouring poor, whose only source of living is their daily work. 
In times of need they must be given relief so as not to allow 
them to sink into destitution. Still, in the writings of the 
doctor angeheus opinions are to be found which are in 
complete harmony with the most uncompromising tenets of 

Thomas Aquinas, Summa i, qu 98, ait. i, ad 3. 

* 76 , 2, 2, qu 66, art. 7. 



HALES, DUNS SCOTUS, AND OCKHAM 15 

ius naturale ’ In exterioribus divitus non potest unus homo 
superabundare n^st alter deficiat ^ 

The practical nature of the social teaching of the Dominicans 
held the Order together, while the sublimity of the Franciscan 
rules precluded their realisation and, therefore, gave rise to 
dissensions and splits. In the main the divisions were repre- 
sented by two parties, one adhering to the usus moderatus, the 
other to the usus pauper. According to the first common 
property and common use were permitted to the Order, whose 
members were thus jomt possessors of wealth, while according 
to the other practice the Order had to live in absolute poverty, 
without any common property, for habere ahquxd minuat de 
perfectione. Over a hundred Franciscans of the extreme wing 
perished at the stake in the defence of absolute poverty against 
the decision of Pope John XXII., who was in favour of the usus 
moderatus. Of the English Franciscans Alexander of Hales and 
Duns Scotus appear to have adhered to the usus moderatus, while 
William of Ockham was one of the foremost upholders of the 
usus pauper He, m the capacity of the Enghsh Provincial, 
supported the Minister General of the Minorites, Michael of 
Cesena, and charged the Pope with heresy. In 1328 he and his 
friends were cast into prison at Avignon, but rescued by emis- 
saries of Emperor Lewis of Bavaria, who brought them to 
Munich, where Ockham composed his chief works. 

3 — SHALES, DUNS SCOTUS, AND OCKHAM 
Alexander of Hales (de Ales, d. 1245), the elder contemporary 
and theological precursor of S. Thomas Aquinas, points out the 
contradiction involved in S. Isidore's definition of tus naturale 
and asks how common possessions and the rights accruing from 
acquisition and occupancy can be reconciled with the equity and 
goodness which are the basis of lus naturale. And he solves the 
question by showing that what was equitable and good in statu 
naturaU was no more so tn statu naturae corruptae. In the first 

Thomas Aquinas, Summa 2, 2, qu. 118, art. I, ad 2. Compare 
Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, book 5, part 2, ''The affluence of 
the few supposes the mdigenco of the many/' 
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state communism was just, equitable and good, in the other 
private property It was quite true, he says in the words of S. 
Augustine, that it was only iure imperatons and not ture dtvino 
that a person may say haec villa e$t mea, metis e$t iste servus, mea 
est ista domus. The corruption of man's nature made it necessary 
for civil government to introduce private property. Alexander 
of Hales is however of opinion that the right of private property 
could not apply to those things which belong to the whole com- 
munity, and that it was not permitted to appropriate common 
fields and ways : platea ahqua, vel campus commumtatis ; in 
talihus non hcet appropriate sihL In the same manner he solves 
the contradiction between the doctrine of ius naturale that all 
men are bom free and equal, and the existence of dominion and 
servitude which is sanctioned by S Paul (Rom. xiii). In the 
state of nature or ante peccatum universal liberty and equality 
prevailed, while servitude came post peccatum, partly by God's 
dispensation, which is always just though occult, partly as a 
punishment of the wicked, finally, as the universal effect of 
sin.^ 

Duns Scotus {d^ 1308 at Cologne) looked upon property from 
the point of view of his Order. Voluntary poverty was his ideal ; 
to divest oneself of all earthly goods and use them in common 
with all who strive after a perfect Christian life. The right of 
private property sprang neither from natural nor divine law, 
but from civil law, and was the effect of the Fall of man, when 
covetousness took hold of man's heart and caused him to occupy 
more than he needed,^ The principle of natural law concerning 
communism fell into desuetude, because the corruption of man 
by sin no longer allowed communism to continue undisturbed. 
The weak and peaceful were in danger of being wronged or were 
actually offered violence by the strong and rapacious. The 
common possessions were divided, but not by divine or natural 
law, since such law could not cease to exist even after the original 
state had disappeared ; thus it must have been civil government 
that established the division of possessions. Private property 

^ Alexander de Ales, Summa 3, qu. 27. 

* Duns Scotus, Quaesttones super sentenHas 4, dist. 15, qu. a. 
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once instituted, led to changes of ownership. Civil laws were 
enacted to regulate the transfer of property by selling and 
bu5dng, loan and hire, grant and gift Gam or profit on such 
transactions is only permitted as a compensation for the sacrifice 
of a certain advantage, but not as a means of enriching oneself. 
Trade and commerce are useful to society and therefore lawful. 
It IS however wrongful and vile to engross and forestall ; persons 
who are what the French call regraUters are a danger to society.^ 
William of Ockham (d 1347 at Munich) was the last Enghsh 
Schoolman of European stature His philosophical and political 
front faces modem times, but his armour is mediaeval Hence 
the heaviness and hesitation in his gait His starting point is 
the Franciscan doctrine of paupertas evangehca. This doctrine 
led him to a hfe-long stmggle with the Papacy, and he used it in 
his attempts to destroy the secular power of the Church, its claim 
to the supremacy over the nation. In this contest he incidentally 
brought out his views on property and government, some of which 
are strikingly modern. 

His problem was, If common possessions and universal liberty 
are iure mturah et divino, and if natural and divine law is 
eternal and immutable, how did private property and servitude 
arise ^ And how was it possible for S. Isidore to include institu- 
tions of private property m the definition of %us naturale ^ 

His solution is ingenious He distinguishes three kinds of 
natural law, evidently corresponding to the three moral stages of 
man : ante lapsum, post lapsum, and the setting in of iniquity 
and corruption. Ockham puts these stages in a slightly different 
order — post lapsum, ante lapsum, state of iniquity, but as to his 
reasonings and conclusions it makes no difference in which order 
we regard the first two stages. And his reasonings and con- 
clusions are as follows * ^In the state of ante lapsum man lived 
according to natural equity, without constitutions and customs ; 
everything was held in common and all men were free. S. 
Isidore, in defining lus natumle as commums omnium possessio 
et ommum una hbertas, had this stage in view. In the state 
post lapsum right reason aided man and gave him command- 
^ Comp. Carl Werner, Duns Scotus, p. 585, 
c 
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ments, as for instance. Do not commit adultery, do not tell 
lies,^ live in common and be free. The third stage was that 
which followed propier imqmtaUm ; in this stage private property 
and civil dominion — economic and political inequality — were 
introduced. iure naturah omnia sunt communia . . . 
et si post lapsum omnes homines secundum rationem vtvereni, 
omnia deberent esse communia, mhil proprium ; proprietas enim 
propter iniquitatem inducta esf. Also dominion and servitude 
sprang from the same cause. They were introduced by ius 
gentium et civile. How, then, could the third stage of man's 
history partake of the character of %us naturah > 

The answer to this question is the most original part in Ock- 
ham's system and distinguishes it from the Summae of his pre- 
decessors. He asserts that the institutions of private property 
and civil government are only natural and rational if they were 
introduced in the interest and with the consent of the governed. 
Only in proportion to the consent of the subjects are these 
institutions just and equitable, and therefore iure naturali.^ Or 
to speak the language of the moral philosophers, the successors 
of the Schoolmen : private property and civil government are 
just and legitimate if they are the effect of, and in conformity 
with, the social and political contract. 

All that applies to society in general, while the strict practice 
of paupertas evangelica applies to those who desire to follow 
Christ. Such poverty is superior to communism, charity, and 
almsgiving. Christ and His apostles were absolutely property- 
less. Evangelical poverty means abdication of all temporals. 
The secular Church is as inferior to Christ's conduct as the Pope 
is to the Holy Scriptures. 

The tide of the Reformation and Moral Philosophy was coming 
in. Ockham was its European herald. 

^ Also Sir Thomas More regards lying as against nature. Treatise 
on Passtons, Works, p. 1384. 

* William of Ockham, Dtalogus (Goldast, Monarchta II ), pp 932-34, 
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I. — ^THE peasants’ REVOLT 

% 

The new social forces began to make themselves felt in England 
m the reign of Henry II. Like islands from a receding sea the 
towns were emerging from their feudal surroundings, gaining an 
independent economic and legal existence. By the middle of 
the thirteenth century dozens of towns were already noted for 
trading and manufacturing activities, for their gilds and courts 
The towns offered remunerative markets for foodstuff and raw 
material, and m proportion as agricultural produce grew in value 
and could be exchanged for money land was enclosed and the 
village community encroached upon. The Statutes of Merton 
(1235), and Westminster (1285), bear evidence of the incipient 
stage of the new economy. Since the middle of the twelfth cen- 
tury the village community was losing its ancient status,^ and 
villeinage was turning into serfdom. This legal deterioration 
of the peasantry was taking place at an age in which the economic 
conditions of the peasantry were either improving or capable 
of improvement. For, as joint-possessors of the communal lands, 
the peasants could sell their produce m town and as labourers 
could command money-wages for their work. The contrast 
between a deteriorating legal status and improving economic 
conditions grew sharper from the effects of the Black Death and 
the Statute of Labourers, the first raising the value of labour 
to a higher level than ever, while the other sought to check the 
economic tendencies which were favourable to the labouring 
population. 

It is hardly possible to do historical justice to this period if 

^ A. R6ville, SouUvement des travatlleurs en Angktene, Introd., 
PehkDutatlhs, p. xxxvin. 
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we look upon the serf in relation to the lord only and disregard 
his relation to, and his standing in, the village community. The 
peasants of the later mediaeval times were not mere serfs, but 
also respected members dwelling among their people, or as Locke 
would say, “ tenants in common,” ^ who regulated their affairs 
by collective customs, rights and responsibilities. They were 
not atomised, propertylcss proletarians, but partners of agrarian 
co-operative associations, imbued with traditions of their ancient 
liberties and with sentiments of communal life, and looking upon 
enclosures as private appropriations of what was common, and 
on the lords as usurpers, — ^indeed, the verb to enclose ” means 
to create private property. They felt very keenly the encroach- 
ments upon their common rights and, when the Revolt broke out, 
they demanded the return of their old charters of liberty and 
the restoration of their rights of common, pasture, and piscary ; * 
they destroyed hedges and fences.® True, they did not formulate 
any communist programme, for they were not suffering from 
a system of private property, but from encroachments upon 
their common rights, and against those encroachments they 
rebelled It was a rebellion of obsolescent communistic asso- 
ciations^ against the tightening legal and commercial grip of 
lords and abbots. Theoretically, it was a rebellion of ius naturale 
against ius civile^ or friar against lawyer. 

In the fourteenth century, the English peasantry were not 
without teachers and prophets. An age that saw Langland's 
ethical writings, the Wycliffite Bible translation, and Chaucer's 
poetry, must have been an age of a mentally active commonalty. 
The men who prepared the minds of the people for such gifts 
were Minorites, ” poor priests,” and other friars who toured the 
country, or former friars and monks, who, impelled by Franciscan 
doctrines, or swayed by a zeal for religious reform, found no 

^ John Locke, On C%vil Government, IL, c. 5, 

• Walsmgham, Gesta Abbaium, HI., pp 308, 311, 306. 

*A. R6ville, p, xli. 

* Compare, however, Trevelyan, Age of Wy cliff e, 1909, p. 197, 
and Oman, Great Revolt of 1381, pp. 51-2, where contrary views 
are expressed. 



THE PEASANTS' REVOLT 


21 


room in the Church for their ideals and aims. Some of them 
preached communism as the economic frame of society nearest 
to godliness, and all of them sympathised with the ^oppressed 
labouring population, and desired to see a communal and demo- 
cratic peasantry, freed from the encroachments of commercialised 
temporal and spintual lords. It was an age of agitation, brought 
about by an alliance of an intellectual proletariat with the dis- 
satisfied labouring masses.^ From Oxford as the intellectual 
and spintual centre the light was spread by the friars to the 
open fields ^ The burden of their sermons was undoubtedly 
the social ethics of Primitive Christianity, and of patristic and 
Minorite doctrines. All of them must have known S. Isidore's 
definition of natural law. 

They preach of Plato and prove it by Seneca, 

That all things under heaven ought to be m common " 

So writes Langland,® who condemns such preaching to the 
lewd, for Moses taught, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
things. The author of Piers Ploughman was anti-communistic ; 
he anticipated Protestantism far more consistently than Wycliffe, 
inasmuch as he was more individualistic. With great care he 
avoided all references in favour of communism, as may be seen 
from the following passage : 

Water, air, fire, and wit — these four 
The heavenly Father gave to all in common.^ 

The four elements were, of course, water, air, fire and earth. 
Instead of earth Langland puts wit, apparently with the purpose 
of not lending his authority to agrarian communism. Still, the 
protests of Langland against communism may serve as evidence 
of the widespread communistic agitation. How widespread 
it was among the intellectuals may be gauged by a curious variant 
in one of the manuscripts of Britton. Here is a case of a cleric 

1 Thomas Wright, Pol Poems and Songs, I , Introd., p. lx, 

» G A Little, Gray fnars of Oxford, pp 63-4 

» Piers Ploughman, B xx. 273-76, quoted by Trevelyan, p. 198. For 
other proofs of communistic teachings of friars, compare Little, p 84. 

* Pters Ploughman, B. vii. 52-3, 
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playing a trick upon a lawyer. In Bracton's De legibus (i. 31) 
it is said, All men, even serfs, are free by natural law, but civil 
right or^the law of nations detracts from natural right, and 
men may be serfs under the law of nations '' Britton, probably 
enlarging upon Bracton, declares, m his Norman French, that 
originally all men were free and held all things in common and 
lived according to the law of nature, but in ancient times {en 
grant anUqmU) freedom was changed into bondage.^ In the 
Manuscript F. of Britton, copied late in the fourteenth century, 
the words en grant antiqmU are changed into " en grant 
imquiie” It is Ockham's propter imqmtatem,'* ^ Such were 
the sentiments of the time. 

2- — JOHN WYCLIFFE 

What Ockham strove to accomplish for Western and Central 
Europe his disciple, John Wycliffe {d. 1384), set himself to do for 
England. The stage was of smaller dimensions, the degree of 
economic development less advanced, and the mental capacities 
of the actor were less extensive. Wycliffe was, however, no mere 
epigonus of his revered master.^ To the armoury of scholastic 
speculation on communism he added new arguments — ^the feudal 
concepts of possession and lordship. His sources of knowledge 
were the same as those of his predecessors — ^namely, the Scrip- 
tures, the Fathers, the Corpus luris Canonici, and Aristotle. He 
collects his materials with the view of solving the vital problems 
of his country and his age, and weaves them into a certain 
whole, the cohesive forces of which are an intensely ethical con- 
ception of Chnstianity and an overpowering interest in the 
welfare of England, In Wycliffe we touch English soil of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth century. The dissolution of feudalism 
gave rise to two great questions * first, How to establish a central, 
national authority to take the place of the feudal, decentralised 
order; and, secondly. How to protect the peasantry. In 
his attempts to formulate an answer Wycliffe met with two 

» Britton, ed. Nichols, I. 32 (31), 

* Netter of Walden, Fa$c Ziz , Shirley Introd., p. liii. 
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difficulties. Mediaeval theology, dominated partly \>y ius 
naturale and partly by Hildebrandian traditions, regarded civil 
dominion as tainted with iniquity. This taint had to be removed 
if EngladEid were to emerge from the chaos consequent upon the 
decay oi the feudal order. The second difficulty was the growing 
helplessness of the village community and the dispossession of the 
peasantry. It was no small matter for a theologian and scholastic 
like Wycliffe to set his face against the exhortations of the prophet 
Samuel concerning kingship, or against S Augustine’s view that 
Empire had its ongin in fratncide,^ or, finally, against a funda- 
mental doctrine of natural and divine law. No less difficult was 
the defence of the village community in the teeth of powerful 
social forces which were undenmnmg it. In the midst of such 
mental perplexities the strong lead given by his famous country- 
man, William of Ockham, must have greatly comforted him. 
And he decided for kingship and for communism , in short* a 
social reform monarchy. A good king using his authority to 
protect the peasant communities was his ideal. 

Like all his predecessors Wycliffe assumes that society at its 
origin lived in a state of innocence and communism ; natural law 
* governed its conduct. Absence of private property and civil 
government was thus the distinguishing feature of the state of 
nature After the Fall of man ius naturale became insufficient ; 
man’s moral fibre weakened and needed an artificial support. 
Therefore, God set up civil dominion and entrusted it with the 
mission of fostering love among men. The best form of such 
dominion is government by Judges, as among the Israelites of 
old. Wherever such government is impossible kingship is the 
next best. Cml government is thus of divine origin, though it 
smacks of venial sin ‘ Dominium civile . . . sapit tamen 

vemale peccatum,^ But if it is combined with communism it may 
approach to the perfect state, to the state of innocence and 
fatherly rule ® In this way it becomes natural Wycliffe’s 

iS. Augustine, Civ dei, I 15, c. 5, referred to in Wilhnann’s 
Geschtchte des Ideahsmus, IL, p 309 

* John Wycliffe, De ecclesia, c. 14, p. 321. 

• Civ, dom I., c. 14, p 99. 
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mental bent is strongly towards justification of kingship, indeed, 
not only justification, but sanctification of kingship, and endowing 
it with the supremacy over the Church. His dictum, Deus 
dehet obedire dmholo} may perhaps be interpreted as directed 
against Pope Gregory VII , who in the epistle to Bishop Herman 
of Metz (io8i) declares, as a matter of fact, that kings and dukes 
derived their principle from the prince of evil, while the Church 
was of divine origin, ^ therefore, kings must obey the Church. 
In his rather bold and too finely pointed epigram, Wychffe 
essentially replies, the Church must obey the king. With regard 
to private property, however, he is, theoretically, a decided 
opponent. The division of possessions arose vatione peccati and 
the taint of sin was still attached to it 
And now tomes the specific addition of Wycliffe — ^the feudal 
aspect of dominion and property. God is the supreme lord. 
In the Scriptures, the only infallible source of knowledge, God is 
called Lord He is master of all things. He ipfche overdord. 
In contradistinction to men who do not know how to bestow gifts, 
He grants His fiefs to the righteous only on condition of service. 
And He grants them directly, there being neither ecclesiastical 
nor lay intermediary between God and man. The kings are His 
bailiffs and all the possessors His vassals As He grants His gifts 
to the righteous only, nobody can hold dominion or worldly 
goods who is in mortal sm or who is n^t in grace Nullm est 
domtnus civilis, nuUus e$t eptsoopus, nullus est pulatus, dum est 
inpeccato mortali.^ Moreover, the possessions of the unrighteous 
were acquired by rapine, theft, robbery, and usurpation.^ For 
only to those who are in grace everything is given, and they are 
the lords of the earth and the fulness thereof ^ Now, all men 
ought to be righteous and in grace and, therefore, ought to be lords 
of the earth and the fulness thereof. But how could multitudes 
of men be lords of everything if not by holding everything in 

^ Faso, Ziz,, p 278. 

» Gregont VII Opera, ed. Migne, tom 147-8,, epistola 21 

’ Fasc Ziz., p. 280 

« Ctv. dom. I„ c 5, p. 34, c. 14, p. tor. 

» Ib„ c. 6, p. 41. 
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common ? Ergo omma deheni esse commuma} Only through 
communism can the multitudes, if righteous, be lords of every- 
thing and fulfil the supreme condition of lordship — ^service to one 
another. Communism does not mfnnge upon Chnstianity. 
The apostles held everything in common (Acts iv. 32). Com- 
munism is as superior to private property as universal truths 
are to particular truths ; Christ loves the human species as a 
whole more than particular men. It is true that Aristotle reasons 
against Plato's doctnnes concerning community of goods, ^ but 
his reasonings hold good only as regards community of wives. 
His objection that communism weakened the Commonwealth, 
inasmuch as people cared more for their own than for common 
goods, amounts really to the statement that there are sinful 
people. It must, however, be denied that communism weakened 
the Commonwealth For, the greater the number of people 
holding possession the greater their interest in the welfare of the 
Commonwealths^ Community of interests leads to unity, and 
unity is strength Communism, then, leads to the strengthening 
and not to the weakening of the Commonwealth. Possessions in 
common being thus morally best will be best cared for. Indeed, 
civil dominion combined with common possessions is natural and 
spiritual, while dominion based on pnvate property is artificial 
and corruptible ^ 

Such are the views of Wycliffe concerning monarchy and 
property, c It is evident that he makes his communism conditional 
upon a high moral state of society, upon the constant effort of 
man to check sinfulness and to attain to that degree of grace 
which would render him worthy of receiving the earth as a fief at 
the hands of the over-lord His doctnnes preclude all sedition, 
rebellion, violence, and even party and faction fights, as a means 
to realising communism, since civil government is of divine origin, 
and rebellion against it is ipso facto treason against the supreme 
lord, which is punished by the forfeiture of grace and escheat of 
possessions. 

^Civ dom I,c i^, p 96, Corsx^d,r^’Foole,Med%aevalThoupJit,c,x, 

•Aristotle, Politics, II i. 

* Civ, dom, I., c. 14, pp. 99-100. 
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However, the combination of righteousness as the condition 
of possession with the feudal principle as the basis of dominion 
gave rise to a difficulty which could not easily be set aside. And 
it was this — ^What if the holders of political and economic 
dominion are in mortal sin ? Would not, under such circum- 
stances, rebellion be in accordance with the intention of God ? 
It was a problem which theological communists of a revolutionary 
and democratic temper might not have been inclined to answer 
in a feudal sense. And this was actually the case with John Ball. 

3, — JOHN BALL 

Wyclif£e*s attitude towards the Peasants' Revolt was similar, 
to, though less violent than, that of Martin Luther towards the 
German Bauemkrieg (1325)*, and John Hus would, in all 
probability, have taken up the same attitude towards the Taborite 
wars in Bohemia, had he lived to witness them. The chief 
leaders of the Reformation brought their reforming zeal to 
bear upon ecclesiastical and national affairs and left social 
grievances to be removed by the operation of ethical endeavour. 
The times were however out of joint, and the Reformation 
movement was in all three countries accompanied by social 
upheavals. The three reformers had their revolutionary 
counterparts in John Ball [d. 1381), Andrew Prokop, and Thomas 
Munzer respectively, who, as priests, started from the same 
theological premisses as the reformers, but were lauijiched on 
revolutionary careers by their democratic conception of mediaeval 
communism. Legend or tradition makes Ball a disciple of 
Wycliffe, Munzer a disciple of Luther, while Prokop was actually 
a pfofessed adherent of Hus. The simultaneous occurrence of 
strong movements for national and ecclesiastical reform and of 
violent social upheavals in England, Bohemia, and Germany, and 
the rise of similar minds as Wycliffe, Hus, and Luther on the one 
hand, and of Ball, Prokop, and Miinzer on the other, are worthy 
of notice, indicating as they undoubtedly do a certain regularity 
of historical movements. In point of time England preceded 
Bohemia and Germany, while in point of intensity and thorough- 
ness Bohemia and Germany outstripped England. 
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JOHN BALL 

The question as to whether Bali was really the disciple of 
Wycliffe, as Netter of Walden states,^ is quite immaterial The 
social thoughts and sentiments which Ball disseminated among 
the peasantry were truisms in mediaeval theology. The doctrines 
concerning the natural state he could have learned from 
patristic and scholastic as well as legal literature, and the denun- 
ciations of the wealth and corruption of the Church were quite 
in keeping with the general tenets of the Franciscans, the com- 
plaints of the peasantry and the townspeople. The same applies 
to Walsingham ^ and Knighton , ® as far as Ball's social doctrines 
are concerned there is neither external nor internal evidence that 
they had any special connection with Wycliffe. Many years 
pnor to the Peasants' Revolt Ball was occupied m inflaming the 
- peasantry against the lords temporal and spintual, adding to 
the social ferment that was rapidly growing since the Black 
Death and the Statute of Labourers 

According to Knighton, Ball was a most famous preacher 
among laymen and disseminated the word of God '' in an insipid 
manner, mixing tares with the wheat." His speeches were 
indeed similar to those of Thomas Munzer. Liberty and equality, 
democracy and communism formed their chief theme. Ball 
looked back to the origins of society and asked : — 

** When Adam dalf and Eve span 
Who was then a gentilman ? ” 

In consonance with the theological doctrines of %m natmaU 
he went on to discourse upon the natural state. At the beginnmg 
men were created equal by nature ; servitude was introduced 
by unjust oppression of worthless men, contrary to the wiH of 
God For, if it had pleased God to create serfs He would have 
constituted who should be serf and who lord The people have 
now been given the opportunity of breaking the servile yoke they 
have borne for a long time ; if they chose they could enjoy the 
liberty so long desired by them. Therefore, they should take 
good courage and hke wise husbandmen should cultivate their 

1 Faso Ziz,, p. 273. * Walsingham, Histona Angl , II , pp. 32-3. 

» Knighton, Chromcon, II., p. 131. 
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soil and extirpate and cut off the noxious weeds that choke the 
fruits of the earth. They should fell the great lords, judges, 
lawyers, and remove everybody from the land who was injurious 
to the community. Then they would have peace for the present 
and security for the future ; for when the mighty ones aie exit off 
all men would enjoy equal freedom, and all have the same nobihty 
and rank ^ 

The sample which Froissart handed down of the speeches of 
Ball contains both democracy and communism : — 

** My good people, — ^Things cannot go well in England, nor 
ever will, until all goods are held m common, and until there will 
be neither serfs nor gentlemen, and we shall all be equal. For 
what reason have they, whom we call lords, got the best of us ? 
How did they deserve it ? Why do they keep us in bondage ^ 
If we all descended from one father and one mother, Adam and 
Eve, how can they assert or prove that they are more masters 
than ourselves ? Except perhaps that they make us work and 
produce for them to spend ! They are clothed in velvets and in 
coats garnished with eimme and fur, while we wear coarse linen. 
They have wine, spices, and good bread, while we get rye-bread, 
offal, straw, and water. They have residences, handsome manors, 
and we the trouble and the work, and must brave the rain and 
the wind in the fields. And it is from us and our labour that 
they get the means to support their pomp ; yet we are called 
serfs and are promptly beaten if we fail to do tlicir bidding.'' ^ 

In abandoning ethical propaganda for political and revolu- 
tionary agitation. Ball went outside the bounds of the com- 
munistic and equahtanan doctrines of mediaeval theology. 
This was his real guilt. After the defeat of the insurrection his 
career came to a violent end Less fortunate than Prokop and 
Munzer, who fell in battle, Ball died on the gallows at vSt. Albans. 

^Walsingham, H%st AngL, II. 32-3. 

* Froissart, Collection des Chroniqms, VIIL, c. ro6. 
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I. — ^AGE OF TRANSITION 

The Peasants' Revolt coUapsed, its spiritual leaders died, the 
town was gaining over the village, and England was gradually 
drawn into the vortex of international commerce. The prosperity 
of Flanders and its woollen trade, the rise of Antwerp, the dis- 
coveries of the Portuguese, the fall of Constantinople, the 
discovery of America, displaced the commercial centre from the 
Mediterranean to the Atlantic. English wool, cloth, and tin 
appeared as important articles of commerce m the markets of the 
world, and English merchants began to think of sea-power.-^ 
The Wars of the Roses extinguished many of the old feudal 
families and with them much of the mediaeval spint. The new 
nobility partook of the character of the time in which they were 
created, and besides the merchants bred, many of the country 
nobles were possessed by the frenzy of trade." ^ 

The nobility lost its military functions, the retainers were 
being disbanded and let loose, with nothing but noble passions 
and martial instincts, upon an unstable society. Enclosures, 
rent-raising, conversion of arable land into sheep-drifts went on 
apace ; ^ the dispossessed farmers flocked into the towns, and all 
Acts and measures for the purpose of sta3dng the depopulation 
of the country proved inefiective. The discontent of the 
peasantry found vent m the Kentish rebellion of 1449, of which 

^Thomas Wright, Pol, Poems {Lihell of English Policy), II., 
pp. i 6 i- 3 - 

*Atton and Holland, King^s Custom^ I., p. 47 Cf. Abram, 
Social Life in the Fifteenth Century, 1909 

* Cf Gilbert Slater, English Peasantry, 1907 ; Gonner, Common 
Land and Enclosure, 1912, and particularly Tawney, Agrarian 
Problem, 1912. 
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Jack Cade assumed command. The insurgents, like their pre- 
decessors of 1381, were longing for a strong central authority 
that would be able to protect their communal rights. Shakes- 
peare, probably following tradition, puts into the mouth of Cade 
the words : — 

I have thought upon it ; it shall be so. Away, burn all 
the records of the realm ; my mouth shall be the parliament of 
England, . . . And henceforward all things shall be in 
common.'" {Henry VL, Part II , act 4, scene 7.) 

Hardly fifty years later occurred the rising of the Cornishmen, 
and in 1516 Sir Thomas More wrote his communistic criticism 
of the social conditions of his age. 

Concurrently with the dissolution of the old agrarian organisa- 
tion the gild system loosened and finally broke down in conse- 
quence of the growing economic inequality of the members of the 
gilds. 

Disintegration and confusion reigned everywhere, but at the 
same time there was growing up a new social organism, heralded 
by the New Learning, by a quest for more adequate truths, for 
knowledge as a regenerator of faith and society. Shakespeare 
puts into the mouth of Lord Say, who is pleading for his life with 
Cade, the following memorable arguments : — 

** Large gifts have I bestow'd on learned clerks, 

Because my book preferred me to the King. 

And seeing ignorance is the curse of God, 

Knowledge the wing wherewith we fly to Heaven, 

Unless you be possessed with devilivsh spirits, 

You cannot but forbear to murder me." 

(Ibid,) 

Oxford, the old centre of scholasticism, opened its gates to 
Humanism. Waynflete, the founder of Magdalen College, 
included, in 1482, in his scheme of University education, 
natural and moral philosophy, rather than civil and canon law, 
as studies auxiliary to theology.^ 

^ H. A. Wilson, Magdalen College, pp, 15, 39-40. 
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2. — ^HUMANISM : FAITH AND REASON 

Although Christian faith in Europe was not, as a rule, so 
overpowering as to stifle reason, it was intense enough to assume 
the hegemony. Credo ut intelhgam was the rule, while Inielhgo ui 
credam and Credo qma abswrdum est were its poles. Greek 
wisdom was subordinated to Jewish wonder- The eyes of 
mediaeval Chnstianity were turned towards heaven as the real 
goal. The idea was the real The mediaeval spirit was more 
m harmony with Reahsm than with Nominalism. With the 
growing bulk and importance of economic activities, commercial 
transactions, trade processes, and geographical discoveries, 
secular thought began to emancipate itself from theological 
authority. Chnstians did not cease to believe, but they drew 
a line of demarcation between theological and secular thought. 
God, soul, and immortality were subjects of faith and not of 
knowledge ; rehgion could not be reasoned upon or proved by 
syllogisms This was the final outcome of Enghsh Nominalism — of 
the philosophy of Duns Scotus and Ockham. There was, then, no 
use in making reason the handmaid of faith, for the province of 
reason was the sensual world, and its method, as another Enghsh- 
man, Roger Bacon, taught, was experiment. A theological 
dogma might be inadmissible in logic and yet true in religion. 
There was thus a double truth, which however by no means 
amounted to duplicity and evasion, but to a division of powers. 
The province of faith and the province of reason were sundered. 
A Christian could be intensely religious and his faith pure, 
while at the same time he was devoted to natural philosophy 
and worldly politics, making unlimited use of his reason in these 
matters. 

A rationalist element entered the life of the Christian. Reason 
was no more a rebellious power to be bridled by faith, but a 
legitimate help to man in the ordering of his affairs. However, 
the division of powers was destined to lead to an antagonism of 
powers. Indeed, reason was soon called upon to assist man in 
the choice of good and evil. Ethics was rationalised. Finally, 
reason was endowed with creative powers ; right reason acting 
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through great educators, legislators, or '' king-philosophers,'* 
could call into being perfect republics, virtuous and happy 
nations, and correct the fateful effects of the Fall of man. 

The Humanists hardly suspected such a development, but the 
tendency was there and made itself manifest when they were 
dealing with intricate problems of a secular nature. Unconscious 
of any contradiction the Humanists wore good Roman Catholics 
and lovers of Greek philosophy and literature ; they could enjoy 
both S. Augustine and Lucian ; they were adherents of papal 
authority and adorers of reason. Erasmus could see in reason 
the ultimate control of morality and live and die as a Roman 
Catholic^ And Sir Thomas More suffered maityrdom for his 
faith after having written the Utopta, an apotheosis of reason and 
deistic ethics. 

3. — ^THOMAS MORE 

Theologian and humanist, student of S. Augustine and Plato 
and Lucian, Catholic martyr and rationalistic philosopher, un- 
compromising social critic and national statesman, such was Sir 
Thomas More {d, 1533), one of the immortal sons of England 
and one of the greatest figures in the history of Communism, 
Erasmus of Rotterdam, in his well-known letter to Ulrich von 
Hutten, relates that More at an eaily age studied Greek literature 
and philosophy, worked later on a dialogue in which he defended 
Plato's Republic, and devoted much pains to the study of the 
Church Fathers. As a young man he delivered public lectures 
on S. Augustine's De emtate dei, and even priests came to hear 
him propounding the mysteries of the Christian faith.^ Had 
he elected to join an Order the choice would have fallen on the 
Minorites. His bent for social criticism, combined with his 
education in the household of Archbishop Morton, the statesman 
and counsellor of King Henry VII , and, finally, his legal career, 
gave him a thorough insight into the economic and national 

^ Also Erasmus was m favour of communism. He asks all true 
Christians to regaid their goods as common property, foi Christian 
love knows no pnvate property Quoted by Roscher, Qeschichet 
der N ationahOekonomte in Deutschland, p. 42. 

* Erasmus of Rotterdam, Eptstolae, 1642, 1. 10, ep, 30. 
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problems of his time. More’s capacity for unravelling economic 
questions is amply testified to by the mission he undertook at the 
instance of the London mercers to settle certain litigious cases 
between them and the Hanseatic merchants of the Steelyard, as 
well as by his participation in the embassy sent by King Henry 
VIII to Antwerp for the purpose of adjusting the commercial 
relations between England and the Low Countries.^ 

No less important was More’s acquaintance with the accounts of 
the discovery of America and the influence they exercised on his 
imagination. “ In a httle tract of four leaves . . . entitled 
Mundus novu$, Vespucci gives an account of his second 
voyage, on which he started from Lisbon, May 14, 1501. 

The voyage was past the Canary Islands to Cape Verde. In 
those regions — ^the voyager names them very vaguely — * the 
people live according to nature, and may be called Epicureans 
rather than Stoics. . . . Property they have none, but aU 

things are m common. They live without a king, without any 
sovereignty, and every one is his own master.’ ... In the 
later treatise referred to by More, in which an account is given 
of the first four voyages of Vespucci {quattuor America Vespuitt 
Navigahones) it is said, ‘ Gold, pearls, jewels and all other such 
like things, which m this Europe of ours we count nches, they 
think nothing of, nay, they utterly despise them ’ ” ^ 

More did not in the least doubt the moral excellence of a popu- 
lation which was said to live m the state of nature, since as a 
student of patrology and jurisprudence he was familiar with 
tus naturale In a letter to his friend, John Colet, Dean of St. 
Paul’s, he is full of praise of the virtues of rural life ; “ in the 
country, as opposed to town life, the face of the earth is smiling 
and the sight of the sky is a delight ; one sees nothing there but 
the bounteous gifts of nature and the sacred vestiges of inno- 
cence ” ® The state of nature appeared to him as the status 
innocentiae, and how closely that state is bound up with com- 

1 Thomas More, Utopta, ed. Lupton, 1895, pp. 72, 79 (All 
references given below to More's Utopta apply to this edition.) 

* J. H I^upton, Introd to his edition of Utopta, p xxxviii 
» Th Stapleton, Tres Thomas, Cologne, 1612, p 164. 

D 
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munism we know from the patristic and scholastic writings. 
In his Utopia he also refeis several tunes to the law of nature and 
life according to nature ^ 

The influence of nsmg rationalism must also be noticed. 
More, writing to Gunnell, the domestic tutor of his children, on 
the importance and aim of education, tells him, “ that tiom 
learning they ought to derive the most sublime lessons—piety 
towards God, benevolence towards men, modesty of heart, and 
Christian humility. . . . These I look upon as true and 
genuine fruits of learning ; and as I acknowledge that all learned 
do not attain to them, so I maintain that those who begin to 
study with this intention may easily obtain this happy result.” 
More, hke Hooker after him, was, however, too good a Christian 
to put reason and philosophy in the place of the fear of God and 
the divine commandments ® His view of the relation between 
reason and faith he expressed in the Utopia, of whose scholars 
he said that “ they join to the arguments of philosophy certain 
principles of religion without which they think reason of itself 
weak and imperfect ” (p. i88). 

4. — ^THE vropu CHARACTER AND PUBLICATION 

More’s Utopia is the application of the ethics and politics of 
the Church Fathers and the philosophy of Humanism to the 
greatest secular problem— the organisation of human society, 
and in particular to the social England of the age of transition 
from feudalism to commercialism, from rural economy to money 
economy, from associated and regulated activities to individual 
enterprise. It is mediaeval in so far as it regards communism 
as more favourable to virtue than private property ; and it is 
differentiated from the early communist doctrines by the fact 
that, while the Church Fathers and schoolmen reasoned fioin 
abstract morahty or a Scriptural text and deplored the vici's of 
mankind which they regarded as the effects of the disappearance 
of the natural and divine state. More’s point of departure was that 

‘More, Utopia, pp. 155, 190, 192, 

■ Compare Hooker, Ecclesiastical Polity, book 3, c S 
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of a Catholic and patriotic statesman, who, after an examination 
into the actual conditions of his country, looked for a remedy to 
social reform. 

The book is divided into two parts, the first exposing the actual 
social conditions of England, the second presenting a model 
communist society. The first is thus given to social criticism, 
embracing economics, politics, and criminology; the second 
is a social reconstruction. 

Its form is partly dialogue and partly narrative. Its scene 
is Antwerp and some unknown country in South America. The 
df amahs personae are * Raphael Hythloday, Peter Aegidius or 
Giles, and More himself Raphael is represented as a keen sea- 
farer who is supposed to have accompanied Amerigo Vespucci 
on his voyages ; he is a scholar of a perfect Humanist type, 
thoroughly familiar with Greek literature and philosophy 
he desires neither wealth nor power, and is a thoroughgoing 
defender of communism On his voyages he cares nought for 
mythical monsters and fantastic apparitions, but inquires into 
the social organisation of the discovered countries, for to find 
citizens ruled by good and wholesome laws is an exceedingly rare 
and hard thing '' (p 33) ,* furthermore, he is convinced that, 
“ where possessions are private, where money is the measure of 
all things, it is hard and almost impossible that the commonwealth 
should have just government and enjoy prosperity (p. 104) 
He is the discoverer of Utopia, on the advantages of which he 
discourses. 

The second figure is Peter Giles, an enlightened merchant, a 
good Christian and citizen in the usual meaning of the word, 
knowing how to take care of himself and family , he is satisfied 
with the laws of his country and does not believe " that there is 
better order m that new land than there is in the countries we 
know,” and he thinks that our commonwealth is more ancient 
than theirs” (p in), and, therefore, more likely to possess a 
larger measure of social experience than Utopia. 

More himself intervenes sometimes in the course of Raphael's 
narrative. He appears to agree in every detail with the social 
criticism, but not always with the possibihties of communispa 
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He generally enters on the scene when communism seems to offer 
some difficulties and is, therefore, open to objections, or where 
the ideal is too high for the realities of life so that a compromise 
between the ideal and the actual might be more practicable. 

On the whole, it may be said that Raphael represents the most 
iincomproxuising aspects of communism ; he also dominates the 
stage. Peter Giles defends the present order, but there seems 
to be so little in favour of it that his part is very subordinate. 
More is critical, seeing both the shortcomings of the existing society 
and the difficulties of integral communism ; he is not a com- 
munist, but a social reformer, favouring a gradual amelioration 
of society and the application of all that is practicable in com- 
munism. His real attitude towards the communistic ideal is 
expressed in the closing sentences of Utopia : “In the meantime, 
though I cannot agree to all things that he (Raphael) said . . . 

I must needs express and grant that there are many things in 
the Utopian, commonwealth which in our country I rather wish 
than hope for ” (308-9). 

As Erasmus relates in his letter to Hutten mentioned above, 
More first composed the second part of Utopia in his leisure hours 
while employed on his mission at Antwerp , soon after he added 
the first part, which he wrote down as an improvisation, “ so 
well stored was his mind and so great his skill in composition.” 
He wrote it in Latin and published it at the end of 1316 in Louvain 
under the title De optima reipubUcae statu, deque nova insula 
Utopia. Within less than two years of its first appearance in 
print it was republished in Basle (1518), then in Pans (1520), 
and from time to time new editions have been issued in Great 
Bntain, Germany, France, and America. The first English 
translation was made and published by Raphe Rob5mson, a 
London goldsmith, in 1551. But the German, Italian, and French 
editions preceded the English translation, and are still often 
reprinted, so that More’s Utopia is one of the best known 
books in the literature of the world. 
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5. — ^THE UTOPIA SOCIAL CRITICISM 

(a) Rich and Poor , — ^There is no trace of equity or justice in 
any country which gives great rewards and fees to gentlemen, 
goldsmiths (bankers), usurers, and such like who do nothing or 
are merely the flatterers or devisers of vain pleasures of the rich, 
and on the other hand makes no provision for the poor plough- 
men, colliers, labourers, carters, ironsmiths, carpenters, and other 
workers, without whom no commonwealth could exist The lot 
of the working people is even harder than that of the beasts of 
burden ; poverty is the recompense of their toil when they are 
strong enough to be in emplo5nnLent, and destitution and misery 
when old age or illness renders them incapable of work. And the 
laws are against them. Keeping all this in mind it is impossible 
not to perceive that what we call a commonwealth to-day is but 
a conspiracy of the rich to procure their own well-being Money 
and pride are the roots of all evil. All crime would die if money 
perisheh ; indeed, poverty itself, which only seems to arise from 
lack of money, would disappear if money disappeared. The 
rich undoubtedly perceive all this and would be prepared to 
change the constitution of society, but Pride, the queen of all 
mischief, hinders them ; she measures her own felicity by other 
people*s misery (pp 300-6) Another source of mischief, peculiar 
to England, are the enclosures and the conversion of arable 
land into pasture. The sheep, once so meek and tame, have 
become wild and devouring ; they consume and destroy the 
peasant and his land. Where the finest wool is grown there 
gentlemen and abbots leave no soil for tillage , they are no more 
satisfied with the revenue, leisure, and pleasure that husbandry 
used to afford, but desire untold wealth ; insatiable covetousness 
causes them to depopulate the country and fill it with sheep , and 
they do so by fraud and violence, legal or illegal The decrease 
of tillage has for its effect a dearth of victuals ; and the nse in 
the price of wool makes it impossible for the poor clothmaker to 
continue his employment. The wealth of the country is being 
engrossed by a small number of persons. 

(6) Crime and Punishment , — ^The covetousness of a few has 
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greatly injured the well-being of this island. The great dearth 
of victuals causes men to restrict their household, to curtail 
hospitality and dismiss servants. The nobles disband their 
retainers — those idle and boisterous fellows who have been used 
to live on the labour of others. The encloscrs restrict employ- 
ment and render many useful labourers idle. Hence theft, 
robbery, vagabondage, and all manner of crime increase. The 
unemployed must either beg or steal, and despite all severity of 
punishment crime does not diminish. The nation brings up 
thieves and vagabonds and then punishes them. Is this justice ? 
Great and horrible punishments are meted out to thieves, while 
provision ought to have been made to enable them to get their 
living, so that no man should be driven to the extreme necessity, 
first to steal and then to be hanged for it (pp 44-58). 

(c) Reform or Revolution . — ^But is there any use in proposing 
reform to kings ? Or, in other words, may a communist enter 
a non-communist government ? Raphael replies, No, while 
More does not exclude the possibility of promoting the welfare 
of the realm by advising kings, for you must not leave a ship 
m a tempest because you cannot rule the storm ; nor must you 
tender advice derived from new ideals which no king, except a 
king-philosopher — ^who, however, needs no advice — ^would accept, 
but you must handle the matter subtly and diplomatically so 
that if you are not able to achieve the best you may at least 
prevent the worst , for it is not possible for all things to be well, 
unless all men are good, which cannot be expected for a good many 
years yet " (pp. 99-100). But the revolutionary Raphael replies : 
Princes and governments do mainly care for warlike matters — 
for conquests, territorial expansion, great armies, and full 
treasuries. And their counsellors aid them m those schemes, 
therefore they are tolerated ; they flatter the royal self-conceit, 
praise the princely wisdom, and oppress and tax the people for 
the sake of aggrandisement of the princes. What could a social 
philosopher achieve in the teeth of such royal councils ? He 
would simply be made a laughing-stock of, or worse, he would 
become either as bad as the government, or the people would 
think him so, and thus learn to despise communist philosophy 
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Would a king listen to the advice of a counsellor who told 
him that the people gave him the crown not for his own sake 
but for the welfare of all Or would he perceive the truth that 
his kingdom, small though it be, is already too big to be ruled 
by one man ^ No, it is no good to be subtle in such matters 
(pp. 80-95) All attempt at palliating evil by craftiness and reform 
measures must lead to nought. The only remedy is a radical 
change of the whole social system. Plato acted rightly in 
refusing to make laws for a country where private property reigns 
supreme. Such countries may multiply laws until no lawyer 
could count them, and yet they will never enjoy prosperity, peace, 
and happiness. For, as long as private property exists the 
greatest and best part of the nation will be condemned to over- 
work, poverty and misery. Palliative laws may cure one part of 
the disease, but will at the same time aggravate the sore of 
another part, so that the help afforded to one will cause harm to 
another, for nothing can be given to Peter without taking from 
Paul, To this harangue in favour of catastrophic communism 
More replies that communism, m withdrawing the incentive of 
personal gain and thus the motive of industry, might lead to the 
neglect of work and to general impoverishment, and when the 
pressure of poverty is felt and there is no law to defend the means 
of production and life, will not there of necessity be continual 
strife, enmity, and bloodshed ? (pp loo-ii) To this question, 
m support of wluch More could have quoted Aristotle and theo- 
logical %us naturale, Raphael gives no direct reply, but refers 
More to the example of the Utopians. At first sight it might seem 
that Raphael’s reply involves a pehho pnncip%, m reality, how- 
ever, it IS based on the philosophy of Humanism, which is that 
trained reason aided by religion and good laws will make man 
virtuous, dutiful, and active. Raphael also points out that 
More’s objection is taken from social conditions based on private 
property which never admits good laws and is at cross-purposes 
with religion and right reason, while the minds of the Utopians 
have been trained by a communist system of life (p 100). 
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6, — ^THE UTOPIA ^ SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 

(a) The Repubhc and its founder. — Utopus, a kmg-philosopher, 
conquered a rugged and lamless peninsula called Abraxa and 
changes it into a prosperous island which henceforth bears his 
name and merits to be called Eutopia, the abode of felicity 
(pp. ii8, xciii ). The inhabitants, originally poor, rude, and rent 
by religious dissensions, are brought to a state of perfection in 
humanity, manneis, virtue, learning, and material prosperity 
that surpasses anything that would be found among the other 
nations of the earth (pp. 132-4). The means that Utopus applied 
were communism and education, the latter m its broader sense 
as understood by the rationalists ; it includes not only schooling 
proper, but the training and experiences which the surroundings, 
occupations, customs, and laws afford. The island of Utopia 
consists of fifty-four shires, with a spacious and magnificent city 
m each as the centre of administration, public education, scholar- 
ship, handicrafts, markets, store-houses, and foreign commerce ; 
the hospitals are on the outskirts of the cities. The inhabitants 
have all the same language, manners and laws, and this similarity 
promotes peace and harmony. None of the shires contains less 
than twenty miles of land, and none has any desire to extend its 
boundaries, for the people regard themselves as mere tillers of 
the soil rather than its proprietors. In the centre of the repubhc 
IS the capital city, Amaurote, the seat of the National Assembly 
(pp. 119-20). 

{b) The Constitution . — ^The Repubhc is a democratic federation 
of autonomous shires The laws are few, yet sufficient ; the in- 
habitants know them well and do not suffer subtle and crafty 
mteiprctations (p 234). The Central Government is a Senate or 
Council consisting of 162 members, three members for each 
shire, who meet annually at Amaurote to discuss the common 
affairs of the nation (p, 119). The Senate has sometimes to 
settle unsolved questions of the local bodies (p. 138) ; they also 
keep account of the demand and supply of the commodities, so 
that nothing shall lack in the Commonweal (pp. 169-70). The 
real management of the country is, however, in the hands of the 
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governments of the shires. Each shire consists of 6,000 families 
or farms ; each family of not less than forty members and two 
bondmen is under the rule of a pater- and materfamilias. Every 
thirty families elect annually their Phylarch or Syphogrant or 
head bailiff , every ten Phylarchies or 300 families elect their 
Chief Phylarchs or Tranibors The Phylarchs of the shires, 200 
in number, elect by ballot the Prince or Chief Magistrate of the 
shire. The Phylarchs are elected annually ; the Chief Phylarchs 
likewise, but are generally re-elected ; the Chief Magistrate is 
elected for life, removable only on suspicion of striving after 
tyranny. The Chief Phylarchs and the Chief Magistrate fonn 
the Council of the Shire , they meet, as a rule, every third day 
and invite two of the Phylarchs to their meetings. Public affairs 
cannot, under the penalty pf death, be discussed outside the 
Council or the election house of the Phylarch (pp. 135-138). 

(c) Trades and Occupations — ^Agriculture is the basis of the 
Commonweal, There is no person, male or female, who has no 
expert knowledge of it. Agricultural instruction, theoretical 
and practical, is compulsory. Every year a certain number of 
townspeople change places with farmers, so that city and village 
should keep in touch with each other. Besides husbandry every 
inhabitant learns one of the handicrafts necessafy for the work 
of the Commonweal — clothmakmg, building, smithing, and 
carpentering ; as a rule, everybody is brought up m his father’s 
trade. There is no other trade besides those mentioned, the 
life in Utopia being simple and knowing no luxury. 

{d) Duty and hours of labour. — ^The chief function of the Phy- 
larch is to see that the citizens shall perform their duty of labour 
Idlers are expelled from the republic. The hours of labour are 
SIX per diem Where all labour there is no overwork for any- 
one Only illness, old age, and devotion to study and science 
give exemption from labour (pp 141-6). Any craftsman or 
farmer who by devotion to learning m his leisure hours shows 
that he could be more useful to the community by study is 
promoted to the order of the scholars (pp 146-8). 

{e) The bondmen. — ^AU toilsome and unclean work of the Com- 
monweal is done by the bondmen, who are either prisoners duly 
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convicted of heinous offenceswhich in other countries are punished 
with deatli, or poor labourers from foreign lands. The first are 
treated with seventy, while the latter are gently treated, and are 
allowed to leave whenever they like and are not sent away 
empty-handed (pp. i6i, 221-2), 

(/) Fmmly and social life , — Monogamy is strictly enforced, 
and adultery is punished with most grievous bondage. Also 
antc-nuptial chastity is strongly insisted upon. Matrimony is 
in their eyes so solemn and holy an institution that man and 
woman who are about to enter it should know all the circum- 
stances. They have therefore a custom that a virtuous matron 
shows the woman naked to the wooer, and a wise man exhibits 
the wooer naked to the woman. The Utopians are given the 
opportunity of taking their meals in common. For this purpose 
there are in the residences of the Phylarchs large halls where 
wholesome food is prepared. Every meal begins with reading 
something that refers to good manners and virtue. During 
the meals the elders hold conversation on serious, but not un- 
pleasant subjects, and the younger members arc encouraged to 
express their opinions. The dinners arc short, the suppers some- 
what longer, and these are followed by mubic, games, and all kinds 
of harmless enfertainments. At eight o*clock they all go to bed 
to rise at four. The morning and, generally, the leisure hours 
are devoted to public lectures, study, and play (pp i6o~6). 

(g) War . — ^The Utopians regard war as gross and cruel injustice. 
Yet they undergo the discipline of war in order to be able to 
defend themselves or to help their friends to repel invasion or to 
deliver any people from tyranny (pp. 243-4). They likewise 
declare war upon any nation who, possessing vacant land in 
abundance, prohibit the immigration of the suiplus population 
of Utopia who desire to cultivate it and to form a colony there ; 
such a prohibition they regard as a violation of the law of nature 
(P- X 55 )‘ 

(A) Education and learning . — ^The constitution of the Common- 
weal chiefly aims at saving time from the necessary labours and 
giving it to the free cultivation of the mind. Herein they 
suppose the happiness of this life to consist (p. 152) Education 
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of the children is general and compulsory They study music, 
logic, arithmetic, and geometry (p. 184), astronomy, and physical 
geography (p. 187). Children who show special aptitude for 
learning are exempted from bodily labour and are allowed to 
devote themselves to study ; they form the Order of the Learned. 

{i) Moral philosophy , — Good and evil, virtue and happiness, 
soul and body, immortality and God's kindness to man are much 
discussed by the Utopians. Their pnnciples are — ^the soul is 
immortal and created for happiness by God’s kindness , virtue 
IS rewarded and vice punished after this life. These purely 
religious truths, which are beyond reasoning, they think meet 
to prove by arguments from reason. The chief discussion, how- 
ever, turns upon happiness. They think that it consists of 
pleasure as differentiated from lust, for it is only good and honest 
pleasure which ^ they believe to produce happiness. They are 
opposed to the Stoics, who attribute happiness to a virtue that 
implies self-torture and abnegation Life according to nature 
and reason they interpret as meaning a life that produces joy 
by good actions to others and to oneself (pp. 187-92). They 
distinguish between true and false pleasures True pleasures 
are those which give intelligence to the mind, satisfaction to 
moral conscience, or which arise from the contemplation of 
truth and art, listening to good music, recollection of good deeds 
in the past, and hope of future happiness False pleasures anse 
from vainglory, titles, fineries, so-called precious metals and 
stones, gambling, hunting, and all cruel pastimes that cause 
pain to beast or man. 

(/) Religion , — ^The Utopians enjoy complete freedom of religious 
worship By this means Utopus healed the wounds caused to 
the nation by religious dissensions It enabled them to discuss 
their religious differences, carefully to weigh each other’s argu- 
ments, and to arrive at a certain unity as to the essence of religion. 
The great majority worship under various forms one sovereign 
spiritual power, the Creator and Ruler of the universe, the 
initial and final cause of all things. Atheists, however, are not 
regarded as good citizens. 

(ii) Summing Utopia is the only commonwealth which 
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deserves that name. It is m reality a common weal and public 
wealth. In all other places they speak of common wealth 
while everybody is trying to secure his own private wealth at 
the expense of his neighbour. In Utopia, where nothing 
is private, everybody cares for the common affairs. In 
other countries where nobody is secure against poverty and 
hunger, though the national wealth may be very considerable, 
everybody is compelled to make provision for himself and dis- 
regard the common interests of all Conversely, where all things 
are common, nobody has reason to fear lest he should starve, 
so long as the public storehouses are well supplied with com- 
modities. Tlierefore it is the interest of everybody to care for 
the community In such a republic everybody is rich, though 
nobody possesses anything. This form of a republic will endure 
for ever, for by destroying pride and money the Utopians have 
uprooted the main causes of ambition, sedition, and all those 
vices which in other countries lead to internecine struggles, 
civil wars, and finally to the destruction or decay of nation and 
Empire (pp 267-307). 

7. — RISE OF INDIVIDUALISM 

In 1549, fourteen years after the execution of More, half of 
the English peasantry were in insurrection. They rose up in arms 
to vindicate their natural right to the soil and to the fruits it 
yielded to their labour. It was the last great protest, the final 
struggle on a national scale, against the destruction of the village 
communities. Their defeat marks the turning point in the history 
of English mediaeval communism. 

Robert Crowley, vicar, printer, archdeacon, and zealous 
Protestant, writing in 1550 on the prevalent spirit of sedition 
and its causes, puts the case very clearly both of the peasantry 
and the masters of the land and money : — 

‘‘The great farmers, graziers, rich butchers, lawyers, mer- 
chants, gentlemen, lords, and T cannot say who more,*' says the 
peasant, “ men that have no name because they are doers of all 
things where gain is to be had . . . they take our houses 
over our heads, buy our lands out of our hands, raise our rents, 
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Ipvy great (yea, unreasonable) jfines, they enclose our commons 
. . . and to go to the cities we have no hope, for we hear 

that these unsatiable beasts have there all in their hands.” 

The lord replies : — 

The peasant knaves . . . will have no gentlemen, they 
will have all men like themselves, they will have all things in 
common. . . . They will appoint what rent we shall take 
for our grounds. They will cast down our parks and lay our 
pastures open will teach them to know their betters ; 

and because they would have all commune, we will leave them 
nothing.” ^ 

Bishop Latimer’s sermons of that period are no less outspoken 
concerning the conflicts between the agricultural population and 
the lords of the land, and are imbued with great love for the 
people. 

That conflict must have exhibited strong communistic ten- 
dencies, since both Crowley and Latimer are at pains to repudiate 
communism and only ask of the lords of the land to exercise 
Christian chanty and patriotic virtue towards the peasantry 
as the stay of the nation. Crowley says, “ I do not agitate the 
people to make all things common . . . but the possessioners 
must consider themselves stewards rather than lords over their 
possessions,” ^ And Latimer, in his fifth sermon on the Lord’s 
Prayer, on the verse ” Give us this day our daily bread,” exhorts 
the people to remember that the word ” our ” does not mean 
communism. And he adds : — 

” Here I have occasion to speak of the proprieties of things , 
for I fear if I should leave it so some of you would report me 
'wrongfully, and affirm ‘that all things should be common. I 
say not so ... If all things were common there could be 
no theft and so this commandment ‘ Thou shalt not steal,’ were 
in vain The laws of the realm make meum and tuum, mine 
and thme. If I have things by those laws then I have them 
But this you must not forget that S Paul says, ' Relieve the 
necessity of those which have need.' Things are not so common 

Robert Crowley, Select Works, pp 133-43. 

* Ibtd , pp. 156 sqq 
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that we ought to distribute them unto the poor . . . but 
we ought to help one another '' 

Latimer uses the same argument as Langland moreover, his 
learning is wide enough to include the opinion of S. Augustine 
that property has been established by civil law. He reminds 
the people that in the time of the apostles the believers did 
distribute their property among the poorer brethren and had all 
things in common, but he interprets this as an exceptional 
measure. 

On the whole, with the rise of Protestantism the clear Scnptura] 
text of the Ten Commandments prevailed over the communistic 
traditions of Primitive Christianity, monastic orders, and 
scholastic tus naturale The work begun by the author of Piers 
Ploughman was accomplished by Bishop Latimer. Communism 
lost its sanction in Church and State, and took refuge with the 
extreme wing of Nonconformity, revolutionary rationalism, 
and working class organisations, while society at large moved 
towards individualism, whose first manifestation was the Eliza- 
bethan Age — an age of pioneers, men of keen initiative. Its great 
interpreters, Spenser and Shakespeare, were both anti-com- 
munist and anti-democratic. Spenser, in his Faery Queen, 
matches Artegall, the champion of true justice and skilled in 
nghteous lore, against the communist Giant, who, standing on a 
rock near the sea, is telling the vast crowd that, with the huge 
pair of scales held in his hands, he would weigh equally all the 
world, for he saw that all was unequal and that the elements of 
Nature as well as the men in society were encroaching upon eacli 
other's share. He undertook to mend these things — 

“ In sort as they were foimed anciently 
And all things would reduce unto equality.** 

^ The people liked to hear him discourse upon this subject and 

“ Therefore the vulgar did about him flock, 

And cluster thick unto his leasings vam, 

Like foolish flies about a honey-crock, 

In hope by him great benefit to gain, 

And uncontrolled freedom to obtain.** 
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Artegall, seeing the mischief the Giant was causing, upbraided 
him for misleading the people since '' All change is perilous, and 
all chance unsound.” Upon which the Giant rephes * — 

Were it not good that wrong were then surceast. 

And from the most that some were given to the least I 

Therefore I will throw down these mountams high, 

And make them level with the lowly plain , 

These towTing rocks, which reach unto the sky, 

I will thnmt down into the deepest mam. 

And, as they were, them equalize agam 
Tyrants that make men subject to their law, 

I will suppress, that they no more will reign, 

And lordlings curb, that commons overawe , 

And all the wealth of rich men to the poor will draw.” 

Artegall succeeds m throwing the Giant into the sea, where- 
upon the people rise to revenge the blood of their leader and 
saviour. 


For certain loss of so great expectation ; 

For well they hopdd to have got great good, 

And wondrous riches by his innovation 

{Faery Queen, book 5, canto 2.) 

Shakespeare deals in a similar manner with Jack Cade and 
the lower orders generally. Caliban, the slave or personification 
of Labour, is a spintless braggart, an easy prey to ignorant 
adventurers , Gonzalo, an inefficient, though noble-hearted 
statesman and humanist, whose description of Utopia turns 
out to be “ merry fooling ” {Tempest, Act 2, sc. i). It was 
the spirit of the age The labounng population was defeated 
and communism discredited. Its place was taken by Govern- 
ment action and social reform — ^the Ehzabethan Poor Law 
Reform, which was much more than mere relief of destitution, 
for it aimed at prevention of destitution and promoting the 
efficiency of the productive capacities of the labounng classes. 
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I. — RISE OF SCIENCE : NEW ATLANTIS 

m 

The reigns of Henry VIII., Edward VI., and Mary were anything 
but favourable to the growth of modern civilisation. The painful 
birth of the Reformation out of a welter of violent religious 
fluctuations and baffling cross-purposes, the confiscations and 
cruelties and futilities of the rulers, the debasement of the coinage, 
the conspiracies attendant upon absolutism, impeded thought 
and enterprise, and kept down the energies of the nation With 
the accession of Elizabeth, the triumph of the Reformation, the 
sack of Antwerp by the Spaniards, and the destruction of tlie 
Armada, the pent-up forces of all that was alive in England sped 
forth with the freshness and vigour of youth and ushered in the 
English Renascence — the prologue of modern England The 
spirit of invention and discovery, of experiment and enterprise, 
the desire for sea-power and political freedom increasingly took 
hold of the English mind, Mediaevalism was expiring ; Francis 
Bacon came to bury scholasticism and heralded the advent of 
the Kingdom of Science, of practical work and production of 
wealth. Hzs Novum Organum is sober positivism ; his Nova 
Atlantis IS idealised scientific practice 
The New Atlantis, as far as its form is concerned, was undoubt- 
edly suggested to Bacon by More*s Utopia ; but with this 
the similarity ends. Bacon looks for the happiness of mankind 
'chiefly to applied natural philosophy and productive work. 
More to social reform and religious ethics. These two con- 
ceptions are still at war with each other, yet the happiness of man 
on earth depends on the combination of both 
In New Atlantis, an island in the South Seas, a wise lawgiver 
established a happy and prosperous kingdom on the basis of 
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applied science. Its centre is Solomon's House or College of 
Six Days, situated in the capital, Bensalem, and it aims at 
gaming “ knowledge of causes and secret motions of things, and 
the enlarging of the bounds of human empire to the effecting of 
all things possible." ^ It contains preparations and instruments 
for all kinds of physical and technological experiments ; deep 
caves for the investigation of the innermost of the earth, high 
towers for the study of the air and its phenomena ; laboratones 
for the expenmental production of organic and inorganic matter 
as well as for the study of medicine , agronomical stations ; 
shops for mechanical arts and manufacturing processes ; furnaces 
for the production of all degrees of heat ; halls for demonstra- 
tions m light and sound " We have also engine-houses, where 
are prepared engines and instruments for all sorts of motions 
. . . We imitate the flight of the birds, and have ships and 

boats for going under water." This college of science and tech- 
nology sends also missions to foreign countries to study the pro- 
gress of the world, it convenes meetings and conferences to 
discuss past achievements and new experiments ; it has its 
theorists who " raise the experimental discoveries into observa- 
tions, axioms, and aphorisms." The inhabitants of this happy 
scientific Utopia adore the inventors and discoverers. Upon 
every invention of value we erect a statue to its originator and 
give him a liberal and honourable reward." Their religious 
service consists of praising God for His marvellous works, and of 
imploring His aid and blessing for the illumination of their labours 
and turning them into good and holy uses. Their ethics appear 
to be the result of scientific training and self-respect ; chastity 
is regarded as an economy of force, and self-respect the bridle 
of vice. 

New Atlantis is, in short, a model of scientific organisation of 
production, a commonwealth which knows how to honour 
inventors, discoverers, technologists, and scientists, the real 
creators of economic value. From the laboratories of the College 
of Six Days, through the multiple activities of applied science 
and the marvellous development of the productive forces, came 

^ Lord Bacon's Essays, etc. (Bohn's Library, ed. 1907), p. 297. 
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the solution of the social problem. They banished poverty by 
making the production of wealth easy. 

Looked at from this point of view the New AtlanUs is one of 
the most important contributions to the history of social science. 
But it is essentially materialistic, inasmuch as it presupposes 
human happiness to be the result of a general diffusion of wealth. 
It anticipates, however, the speculations of some of the acutest 
minds of the nineteenth century. 

2. — RATIONALISM AND SOCIAL CONTRACT 

The bounds which Humanism had set between the spheres of 
faith and reason were removed in the seventeenth century. 
Reason encroached upon the kingdom of faith, and in moments 
of revolutionary exaltation it was adored. During the Civil 
War the True Levellers worshipped reason, though m a less spec- 
tacular manner than the Jacobins were to do in the French Civil 
War. Philosophers like Locke and Leibnitz argued for religion 
on account of its conformity with the dictates of reason. Theo- 
logical authority faded away before the glaring light of reason 
and the law of nature. Moral philosophy, which was in the 
century of Waynfiete, More, and Hooker an auxiliary to theology, 
gained the upper hand. Mr Worldly Wiseman had the audacity 
to advise Christian not to continue his tedious and health-destroy- 
ing pilgrimage to the holy mountain, but to go to the village of 
Morality where dwelled a gentleman, Mr. Legality. In the eyes 
of austere Bunyan moral philosophy was pagan or heretic. It 
is none the less a historical fact that the transition from mediae- 
valism to modern times was everywhere marked by a subordina- 
tion of theology to moral philosophy. As soon as faith failed to 
supply adequate motives for social discipline and public peace, 
another basis of morality was sought and, for a time, found in 
philosophic speculation. Francis Bacon had a fine glimmer of 
this crisis in human thought when he said, '' Moral philosophy 
took with the pagans [ethmm) the place of theology,'" ^ or rather 
mythology. So it was also in Christian Europe. Instead of the 
folios of Summae theologicae which every great Schoolman felt 
^ Francis Bacon, Novum Organum^ I 79 
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bound to wnte, treatises on jurisprudence and moral philosophy 
appeared, dealing with ethics, law, particularly natural law, then 
with politics and economics. It thus embraced the science of 
morality, law, government, and wealth. Economics was 
originally the least and the last branch of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, but was destined to become, with the Industrial 
Revolution, the first and most important. The penod which 
separates Hugo Grotius from Adam Smith clearly shows this 
development. 

The soul of moral philosophy was tus naturale, which is, as we 
know, pure ethics in a pseudo-historic guise. Its most pro- 
nounced characteristic was the doctrine concerning the absence 
of private property and civil government in the original state 
of man Mediaeval communistic and political thought rested 
on it. The final outcome of these mediaeval speculations was 
that personal monarchy had a divine origin and was therefore 
legitimate, while private property was tainted with sin Modern 
English civilisation was now going to make a new use of natural 
law Its material and mental conditions now demanded a 
reversal of the scholastic conclusions, declaring personal monarchy 
to be a usurpation, and private property legitimate and sacred 
This task was carried out by moral philosophers, mostly 
Protestant jurists and political thinkers And they did it by 
making the social contract and the labour value theory an integral 
part of moral philosophy 

The idea of contract was in the older lus naturale only in its 
incipient stage. For tribal society knew nothing of contract, 
its social relations having been regulated by authority and 
tradition Mediaeval society had only the germ of it ; apart 
from the relations between overlord, lord, and vassal which were 
supposed to rest on agreement, the great mass of the population 
were born into a certain status and died in it, without ever 
having had any chance of ordering their conditions and relations 
by negotiation or discussion. It was different in towns and 
cities Their inhabitants settled there individually and formed 
corporations, gilds, clubs, and other organisations by voluntary 
agreements. With the growing complexity of trade ana com- 
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merce, the transactions between the inhabitants became numerous 
and they settled them by contracts. And in the same proportion 
as town life began to dominate the life of the nation, and the 
political centre of gravity moved from the manor to the city, the 
status gave way to the contractus} Custom, tradition, authority 
ceased to form the cohesive and vital force of society, and the 
concept of agreement, compact, and contract took their place. 

We have previously noticed the striking arguments of William 
of Ockham as to private property and civil government 
having had their origin in the consent of those whose interests 
demanded such a change. Consent means, of course, agreement, 
or express or tacit contract, Richard Hooker argues also in 
the same manner with regard to civil dominion : — 

There being no impossibility in Nature considered by itself, 
but that men might have lived without any public regiment. 
Howbeit, the corruption of our nature being presupposed, we 
may not deny but that the Law of Nature doth now require 
of necessity some kind of regiment," for envy, strife, contention, 
and violence grew among men. " To take away all such griev- 
ances, injuries, and wrongs, there was no way but by growing 
into composition and agreement amongst themselves, by ordain- 
ing some kind of government public, and by yielding themselves 
subject thereunto . . . and they gave their common consent 
all to be ordered by some whom they should agree upon, . . . 
So that, in a word, all public regiment seemeth eventually to 
have arisen from deliberate advice, consultation, and composition 
between men, judging it convenient and behoveful Hooker 
does not apply his contract theory to property ; his view appeals 
to be that, civil government once constituted, civil laws regulate 
the economic relations between men. He is, however, decidedly 
of opinion that the contract between subjects and sovereign 
may be revoked, provided there is " universal consent " for such 
a step, Universal consent is, however, a difficult condition to 
fulfil, revolutions being generally initiated by minorities. It 
must also be noticed that he is not quite consistent, for he some- 

^ Compare Maine, Ancient Law, ed 1885, pp 168-70 

* Richard Hookei, Ecclesiastical Polity, Book i, c. 10. 



RATIONALISM AND SOCIAL CONTRACT 53 

times ascribes the origin of civil dominion to divine appointment. 
Still, the contract theory dominates his reasonings 

Independently of each other moral philosophers of Western 
Europe and Italy put similar constructions upon tus naturale, 
the most famous among them being Hugo Grotius, who also 
exercised considerable influence on Enghsh political thought 
Following the Church Fathers and scholastics, he assumes an 
idyllic state of nature, the FaU of man, the introduction of civil 
society, and private property. Communism was general m the 
natural state as well as absence of human government, but 
after the Fall of man vice crept in, and made a change in the 
social conditions a necessity. By an express or tacit agreement 
men abandoned the communistic mode of life and introduced 
private property, first with regard to movables, then immovables, 
and laws of property were enacted.^ By contract they likewise 
constituted civil society, and by virtue of an agreement a supreme 
authority was set up Grotius is, however, not quite clear 
with regard to the lawfulness of resistance of the people to 
constituted authority. He appears to be of opinion that, as a 
rule, non-resistance was best, yet he thinks resistance lawful 
if it could be achieved without endangering civil society itself, 
and without destroying the lives of innocent people. He is 
further of opinion that all depended on the tenour of the onginal 
agreement , if the people subjected themselves unconditionally 
to their sovereign resistance was unlawful ; if, however, the 
submission was conditional resistance was lawful. But who 
is to decide on the tenour of the original agreement ? Grotius 
thinks that the decision lay with the people who happened 
to raise such questions This, of course, means that the people 
was sovereign and had, therefore, the right to dethrone the 
monarch.’® For a sober and conservative logician, like Sir Robert 
Filmer, it was under these conditions an easy matter to detect 
and expose the illogical attitude of Grotius.® 

1 Hugo Grotius, De ture belh at pacts (1625), 1 . 2, c. 2. 

• Ibtd ,1 I, cs 3 and 4 , i 2, c 2 

» Sir Robert Filmer, Observations, on Hobbes, Milton, and Grotius, 
1652, pp. 38-50. 
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John Selden, though inclined to favour the hypothesis that 
communism never existed, appears rather impressed by the 
communist verses of the Roman poets, whom he quotes, and 
arrives at the conclusion that neither law natural nor divme 
. . . has expressly commanded or prohibited, but permitted 
both private property and common possessions/' Yet he assumes 
that private property arose by consent of the whole body of 
mankind. By virtue of a compact men gave up their common 
interests, and ancient rights to their common possessions, and 
made that compact binding on their posterity/ 

It must have been in the first quarter of the seventeenth cen- 
tury that a short pamphlet entitled A Paradox " appeared, 
in which the state of nature is defended on ethical grounds. 
It attempts to prove that the inhabitants of Madagascar, or 
St. Lawrence, were, m things temporal, the happiest people on 
earth. For they knew not the inordinate desire for riches, 
which is the root of all mischief — a raging famished beast that 
will not be satisfied, a bottomless gulf that cannot be filled " 
Those inhabitants set no value on gold , their life was simple and 
free from the sorrows of civil society.^ 

The first attack on the communist and idyllic element of 
iu$ naturale came from Thomas Hobbes. He admits that in the 
state of nature everybody had a right to everything, that is 
to say, to do whatever he listeth and to whom he listeth, to 
possess, use, and enjoy all things he will and can . . . and for 
this cause it is rightly said, Natura dedit omma omnibus;** but 
considering the passions, rivalries, and the lust of glory, such a 
state was anything but idylhc. It led to perpetual strife, 
discord, and war, to a helium omnium contra omnes, in which the 
strongest or craftiest prevailed, and therefore the natural rights 
were of no use whatsoever.^ Laws of nature such as equity, 
mercy, modesty, without the terror inspired by some power to 
cause them to be observed, were rendered nugatory by the 

^ John Selden, Mare Clausum^ 1 i, c. 4 
* A Paradox, Harl Misc , vol. I., pp 263-9-. 

“Thomas Hobbes, Elements of Law, ed. Toennies, I., c. 14 ; IL, 
c. I, et seq. 
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natural passions, partiality, pnde, revenge, etc.^ Not right, but 
brute force ruled Man had only the choice between natural 
liberty plus destructive war and subjection to authority plus 
security and peace. He chose the latter, since life and the preser- 
vation thereof were fundamental laws of nature ^ Men entered 
into an agreement with each other to surrender their sovereignty 
and transfer it unconditionally to one man or an assembly 
of men Thus arose civil dominion out of an inchoate and 
warring demos. The transfer of sovereignty having been uncon- 
ditional, all must obey the sovereign's laws Though a monarch, 
a sovereign, may in his passion pursue aims contrary to the 
law of nature, no subject has a right to make war on him, because 
having authorised all his actions, and in bestowing the sovereign 
power, made them their own."^ With the transfer of the natural 
rights to the sovereign the state of nature was at an end, and the 
artificial state, the Leviathan, omnipotent by the power, the 
sword, of concentrated sovereignty, orders the mode of property, 
religion, justice, and all the affairs of the organism of the Common- 
wealth. '' The inequality that is now to be seen has been intro- 
duced by civil law . . , The constitution of * mine ' and 

' thine ' and * his,' in one word, ' propnety,' belongs in all kinds 
of commonwealth to the sovereign power . . . Propriety 

consists in the right of a subject to exclude all other subjects 
from the use of the things which he possesses."^ 

We see that, apart from the principle of contract which all 
the moial philosophers accept, there prevails among them much 
difference of opinion as to its mode of application. Ockham 
applied it both to civil dominion and property, Hooker to the 
rise of civil society and civil government, but not to property. 
Hobbes knows only one contract, viz., between the afHicted and 
distracted people themselves to surrender, without any condition 
whatsoever, their sovereignty to one man or several men who 
henceforth form the civil power. The contract theory of Hobbes 
was exceedingly distasteful to a nation which drastically revoked 
their agreement with King Charles I. It was indeed a counter- 

^ Thomas Hobbes, Levtathan, c 17 * Ihtd , c. 14. * Ihd,, c. i6‘ 

* Ibtd., c. 15, c. 16. 
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revolutionary blast, a plea for absolute monarchy The nation 
preferred Milton’s Tenure of Kings mid Magistrates, and, latei, 
Sydney's Discourse on Government, which popularised Hooker’s 
views on the social and political contract. 

It was, however, John Locke who summed up the political 
and economic speculations of the revolutionary period. In his 
Tim Treatises on Civil Gover 7 imcnt (1689) he popularised Hooker’s 
reasonings on the social and political contract, but in a more 
rationalist and less theological manner. The great difference 
between Hooker and Locke is this — the first, still very near the 
scholastic period, fully admits that the transition from the 
natural to the civil state was due to the corruption of man, 
while Locke, in the midst of the rationalist wave, evidently 
dislikes the theological interpretation, and still mote so the 
anti-idyllic theory of Hobbes, wliich so little tallies with Locke’s 
belief in the inherent goodness and the power of reason of man 
Still, the loss of the natural state had to be accounted for. After 
much hesitation Locke finally admits that the natural state liad its 
'' inconveniences,” particularly in the administration of justice, 
and, therefore, the natural men entered into an agreement 
.to form a civil government,^ which, of course, was from the 
beginning responsible to the people In his contract theory 
there is, however, nothing original ; it is all rationalised Hooker. 
His real contribution, and a very considerable one, is his theory 
concerning property. 

We have seen the efforts of Ockham to demonstrate the 
compatibility of private property with %u$ naturah, and thus to 
remove the taint of sm from the division and appropriation 
of things, Locke makes a similar effort. His m?iin proposition 
is that private property is natural and existed even m the state 
of nature ; it is on this account just and good lie therefore 
rejects altogether the theory that property had its origin in a 
contract, as Ockham and Grotius assumed, for this theory 
implies that in the state of nature there was no property. Ev(‘n 
more important than the main proposition of Locke is liis 
labour argument, by which he supports it. The doctrine that 
* John Locke, On Civil Government, 11 ,, c. 7, § 90. 
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labour is the title to property and the source of value was 
destined to be made into the mam weapon of socialism, although 
Locke himself used it m a contrary sense, trying to prove the 
legitimacy and justice of private property He argues . — 

“ I shall endeavour to show how men might come to have 
property m several parts of that which God gave to mankind 
in common, and that without an express contract of all the com- 
moners/' He then goes on to say that while God gave the 
earth and the fulness thereof to mankind in common, He gave 
it for use, and, therefore, there must needs have been a means of 
appropriating the natural products before they could be of use 
to any particular man When “ the., wild Indian, who knows 
no enclosures, and is still tenant m common," gathered eatable 
things and prepared them for his use, they belonged to him, 
and became his exclusive property. And this for tv^o reasons : — 
first, man was originally free and independent , his body belonged 
only to him and to nobody else , his labour power was a part of 
his person, and when he removed a thing from the state of 
nature and made it useful, he mixed with it his labour and 
joined to it something that was unquestionably his own, and 
thereby made it his property Secondly, the things in their 
natural state are generally of very little value. It was human 
labour which made them valuable. Nine-tenths of the value 
of things were created and added to them by labour And as 
labour, the creator of value, was a part of man, and man was 
his own master and the proprietor of his person, he really took 
what was his own “ Labour is the title to property " ; by it 
a ‘‘ man does, as it were, enclose the common." And only so 
much of land and things that he could work, and thus render 
useful (valuable), was rightly his own. The original meaning of 
value or the intrinsic value of a thing was its usefulness. In 
the state of nature, before the amor scelerahis habendt had set m, 
nobody appropriated more than he needed and could make 
useful. So there was then private property. In this respect 
the difference between the natural and civil state consisted only 
in the degree of appropriation A 

^ John Locke, On Ctvtl Government, IL, c. 5. 
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Locke's doctrines concerning monarchy and property form the 
complete reverse of Wy cliff e's. The latter aimed at sanctioning 
personal monarchy and defending communism, while the former 
attempted to condemn personal monarchy and sanction individual 
property. Both, the theologian as well as the political philosopher, 
interpreted the movements of their times. 

We shall see later how Locke's labour theory of property and 
value was used by socialist critics, particularly after the labour 
value theory had been expanded and established by Adam Smith 
and David Ricardo. Meanwhile, we must return to the com- 
munists and social reformers of the seventeenth century. 

3 — ^SOCIAL-REVOLUTIONARY THEORIES IN THE CIVIL WAR 

In the shock of the struggle between Parliament and Monarchy, 
the j9ood-gates of revolufionaiy ideas opened, and a stream of 
religious heresies, rationalist and radical philosophy, communist 
theories, and social reform schemes spread over the land. The 
main element of this flood of ideas was tus naturale in one form or 
another. A careful observer, though zealous opponent of these 
movements, has left us a fairly correct summary of them. 
He complains : — 

Instead of legal rights, and the laws and customs of this 
nation the sectaries talk of, and plead for, natural rights and 
liberties, such as men have from Adam by birth, and in many 
of their pamphlets they still speak of being governed by right 
reason, so that look now as they do in matters of religion and 
conscience fly from the Scriptures and from supernatural truths 
revealed there, that a man may not be questioned for going 
against them, but only for errois against the light of nature and 
right reason, so they do also in civil government and things of 
the world go from the laws and constitutions of kingdoms, and 
will be governed by rules according to nature and right reason. 

. . . And as we are delivered of God by the hand of nature into 
this world, every one with a natural innate freedom and pro- 
priety, even so are we to live, every one equally and alike to 
enjoy his birthright and privilege 

» Thomas Edwards, Gangymna, 1646, Part III , pp. i6a and 
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This period is also instructive for the attempt then made to 
determine the time of the transition of England from the natural 
to the civil state That critical time was assumed to have been 
the Norman Conquest. Before the Conquest the Anglo-Saxons, 
the descendants of the Germanic tnbes, so glonously described 
by Tacitus, were supposed to have lived in a democratic and 
communal manner or in natural equality, and this natural state 
was destroyed by the Romanised conquerors, who divided 
the lands and introduced new and alien laws This anti-Normanic 
agitation was partly nationalist and patriotic, and partly revolu- 
tionary and communist. The representative of the first was a 
certain John Hare, who published three pamphlets on the matter, 
the first of which was written in 1642, but published in 1647. 
He is strongly pro-German and anti-French. The English, 
he believes, had a most honourable and happy origin, viz., from 
Germany, but their liberties were afterwards shut up by the 
Normans under the name and notion of franchises ; the heraldry 
and the names of the nobility were nothing but inventories of 
foreign villages, and the royal title reminded them always 
of the conquest by the sword , in short, an Englishman could 
not move without hearing '' the chains of captivity rattle.’* 
Among other reforms Hare proposes That all the Norman 
nobility repudiate their names and titles brought over from 
Normandy, assuming others more consistent with the honour 
of this nation, and disdain all right of possession here as heirs 
and successors to any pretended conqueror.”^ The king did not 
govern by law of nature and the inferences from solus puhhca, 
but by right of conquest ; ^ whereas the honour of Englishmen 
consisted of living under laws of their own choosing and under 
princes to whose rule they consented. 

The leader of the political I^evellers, John Lilburne, agitates ^ 

i6d. Owing, piobably, to a printer's oversight, there are between the 
numbered pages 16 and 17 fully sixteen pages without any number 
at all In order, however, to facilitate the reference to them, 

I add to page 16 the letters a, b, c, d, etc., so as to cover the unnum- 
bered pages 

‘John Hare, Anh-Normamsm, Harl. Mtsc , Vol 8, pp. 96, 104 

* The same, Plain English, Earl Misc , Vol 9, p 94. 
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the people with the argument that ** the greatest mischief 
of ail and the oppressing bondage of England ever since the 
Norman yoke is a law called the common law The laws of this 
nation are unworthy of a free people, and deserve from first 
to last to be considered, debated, and reduced to an agreement 
with common equity and right reason, which ought to be the 
form and hfe of every government/’^ 

And Gerrard Winstanley, the fiery soul of the little body of 
men called Diggers, appeals to Oliver Cromwell to cast out the 
“ Conquerors and to recover our land and liberties . , . for 
when the Norman power had conquered our forefathers he took 
the free use of our English ground from them and made them 
his servants In another Digger pamphlet it is said, ** We do 
protest against all arbitrary courts, terms, lawyers, impropriators, 
lords of manors, patents, privileges, customs, tolls, monopolisers, 
mcroachers, enhancers . . . against the whole Norman power, 
as being too intolerable a burden any longer to bear, . . . 
We protest against any coming to Westminster Terms, but will 
endeavour to have our controversies ended by two, three, or 
twelve men of our neighbourhood, as bcfoie the Norman Con- 
quest.”^ In short, the whole communist movement of the 
years from 1648 to 1652 assumes the Norman Conquest to have 
marked the Fall of the Englishman and his transfer from the 
natural to the civil state. 

4. — ^THE DIGGERS OR TRUE LEVELLERS 

The Digger movement, although small in the number of its 
adherents, was an agrarian revolt on a surprisingly extensive 
theoretical basis, It was as if all the Peasant Wars of the past 
had suddenly become articulate It aimed at making the earth 
the common treasury of all The whole substance of mediaeval 
communism reappeared, but in a rationalist and sectarian setting. 
The logical theology of the Schoolmen was superseded by a mysli- 

'John Lilburne, Just Man's JustificaHon, pp. 11-15. 

* Gerrard Winstanley, Law of Freedom (1652), p, 3. 

» DeclaraHon of the Well- Affected %n the County of Buckinghamshire 

{1649). 
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cal religion, the axis of which was Reason ; and for the Fall of 
mankind from the natural state was substituted the conquest of 
the democratic and communal Englishmen by the property-struck 
and iron-handed Norman. Quite in the style of Pope Gregory 
VII , the first manifesto of the Diggers denounces kingship as 
having its patent from the devil and from murder.^ William the 
Conqueror is the personification of that kingship. And all 
our nobility and gentry came from the outlandish Norman 
bastard.” They all originated from cruel murder, theft, and 
conquest.^ The earth and the fulness thereof were given to 
men in common , it was plain that every man had a nght 
and property in the creation, “so that for any to enclose 
them from its kind, to his own exclusive use, is tantamount 
to the impoverishment and enslavement of his fellow-men.”^ 
The pattern of a right commonwealth was to be found m the 
Scriptures, partly in the agrarian legislation of the Israelites 
and partly in the Gospel, “ And all that believed were together, 
and had all things common ” (Acts ii. 44). 

These two pamphlets were preparatory to the propaganda 
by deed. A few months after, viz , on April i, 1649,^ ^ men, 
led by William Everard (late of the army) and Gerrard Win- 
stanley, took to digging and manuring land on St George's Hill, 
in the parish of Walton, and later at Cobham, in Surrey, in order 
to encourage the people to go and do likewise and form com- 
munities, or to “ restore the creation to its former condition . * . 
and ancient community of enjoying the fruits of the earth.” 
On April 16, an information of their doings was given to the 
Council of State, who on the same day ordered Lord Fairfax 
to disperse the Diggers. Four days later Everard and Wm- 
stanley appeared before Lord Fairfax at Whitehall. Everard, 
as spokesman, said that all the hberties of the people were 

' Light Shimng in Buckinghamshire, 1648, p 3 In Thomason’s 
Collection of Tracts, where most of the Diggers’ pamphlets are to 
be found. A special catalogue of that collection is in the British 
Museum Reading Room * Ihid„ p 9. 

* More Light Shining in Buckinghamshire, pp 2-15. 

« A New Year's Gift to Parliament, p. 44. 
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lost through the coming of William the Conqueror, and that 
ever since the people of God lived under oppression and tyranny. 
The remedy was to dig and plough up the commons, parks, and 
other untilled lands The Diggers did not intend to interfere 
with any man's property, or to break down the pales of the 
enclosures, but only to cultivate those lands that were common 
and untilled. When people would see the blessings of it they 
would come in and join the community. 

The reporter of this interview adds that Everard and Win- 
stanley stood before the Lord General with their hats on, and 
when asked the reason of their behaviour they replied, he was 
but their fellow-creature ^ 

As a movement the Diggers were unsuccessful. Although 
they sent missionaries to other counties of England, ^ and gained 
a small following in Buckinghamshire and Northamptonshire, 
the peasantry were against them. The settlements at Walton 
and Cobham were destroyed by the people , they pulled down the 
few hutSj cut the spades and hoes to pieces, and maltreated the 
Diggers. ** The enemy were so mad that they tumbled the 
earth up and down, and would suffer no corn to grow."^ The 
movement lasted only for about twelve months, but it left 
numerous manifestoes and pamphlets of considerable power, 
mostly written by Gerrard Winstanley, with whose two chief 
works, New Law of Righteousness, and Law of Freedom, we shall 
deal presently. As regards the Digger movement itself, the 
most characteristic manifesto is that entitled. The Trim 
Levellers* Standard Advanced (April 26, 1649), signed by 
fifteen Diggers, headed by William Everard. This declaration 
of their principles asserts (pp 6-13) 

In the beginning of time the great Creator, Reason, made 
the earth to be a common treasury to preserve beasts, birds, 
fishes, and man, the lord who was to govern this Creation. . - . . 
The rules of Creation were. Not to enclose any part into any 
particular hand, but all as one man, working together, and 

1 DeclaraHon of the Levellers, April 23, 1649, p. 3. 

* A Perfect Dturnah 

* A New Year's Gtfi, p. 43. 
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feeding together as sons of one father, members of one family, 
not lording over another, but all looking upon each other as 
equals in the Creation. . . . But since human flesh began 
to delight itself in the things of the Creation more than in the 
spint of Reason and Righteousness . . . and selfish imagination 
ruling as king in the room of Reason therein, and working 
with covetousness, did set up one man to teach, to rule over 
another ; and thereby the spirit was killed and man was brought 
into bondage. . . . Hereupon the earth was hedged into 
enclosures by the teachers and rulers, and the others were made 
servants and slaves. And the earth which was made to be a 
common storehouse for all is bought and sold and kept within 
the hands of the few."' The Diggers declare that they are 
resolved to remove from the Creation the curse and bondage 
of Civil Property, not by the force of arms, but “ by labounng 
the earth in righteousness together, to earn our bread by the 
sweat of our brows, neither giving hire nor taking hire . . . 

and lay the foundation of making the earth a common treasury 
for all, both rich and poor, that every one that is born in the 
land may be fed by the earth his mother that brought him forth, 
according to the Reason that rules in the Creation." 

All the other manifestoes and pamphlets of the Diggers are 
in a similar strain, so that if we know one we know them all. 
The struggle is essentially against private property in land, civil 
law, and tyranny or oligarchy m matters of government, and 
for a rationalist and Christianised ms naturale. The Diggers 
looked on Jesus as the first True Leveller. 

The rhymes left by the Diggers are of small poetic value. 
" The Diggers" Song " was evidently written m the autumn, 
1649, when they met with the enmity of the people and opposition 
of the clergy and authorities. A few verses will suffice to learn 
the spirit of it : — 

Ye noble Diggers all, stand up now, stand up now, 

You noble Diggers, stand up now ; 

The waste land to maintain, seeing cavaliers by name 

Your diggings do disdain and persons all defame 
Stand up now, stand up now. 
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" The law3’-ers they conjom, stand up novr, stand up now, 

The lawyers they conjoin, stand up now ; 

To arrest you they advise, and such fury they devise, 

The devil m them lies, and has blinded both their eyes. 
Stand up now, stand up now. 

The clergy they come m, stand up now, stand up now, 

The clergy they come in, stand up now , 

The clergy they come in, and say it is a sm 
That we should now begin, our freedom to wm. 

Stand up now, stand up now. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

To conquer then by love, come m now, come in now, 

To conquer then by love, come in now , 

To conquer then by love, as it does you behove, 

For He is King above, no Power is like to Love, 

Glory here. Diggers all ! 

In a long '' Christmas Carol '' the Diggers declare that the 
titles of the lords of the manors originated with the Norman 
Conquest, which in consequence of the execution of Charles L 
had lost all value, and therefore fell to the common people. 
The Civil War, however, had shown that even after much blood- 
shed the people could have no hope m Government : — 

" Therefore let me advise 
All those who freedom prise. 

To till each heath and plain. 

For this will freedom gain, 

Heriots and fines this will expell 
A bondage great — ^men know full welL 

** Freedom is not won 
Neither by sword nor gun ; 

Though we have eight years stay'd, 

And have our moneys pay'd , 

The Clubs and Diamonds cast away, 

The Hearts and Spades must wm the day."* 

And in A Digger's Ballad,'' a communistic song written by 

*C. H. Firth, Clarke Papers, IL, p. 221. 

* 1 he Diggers* Mtrth, 1650. 
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Robert Coster, only the last of the nine stanzas shows some 
merit : — 

“ The glorious state which I do relate 
Unspeakable glory shall yield. 

The corn will be green and the flowers seen, 

Our storehouses they will be filled 
The birds will rejoice with a merry voice 
All things shall yield sweet increase 
Then let us all smg and joy in our King, 

Who causes all sorrows to cease 

5* — ^WINSTANLEY’S IDEAL COMMONWEALTH 
Gerrard Winstanley, the fiery soul of the Digger moYement, 
was a peaceful John Bali, His own writings, as well as the Digger 
manifestoes, which he drafted or inspired, exhibit familiarity 
with mediaeval communism. In the history of English social 
thought he is the first sectarian communist. He was devoted to 
mysticism and had visions. Of his life little is known. He was 
born at Wigan, Lancashire, on October 10, 1609.2 A few bio- 
graphical data were supplied by Winstanley himself in the 
introductory epistle published m his Watchword to the City oj 
London (1649). He lived for a time in the City of London as a 
freeman, possessed estate and trade,” and was “ beaten out of 
both” partly through business failure or, as he says, ”by the 
cheating sons m the thieving art of buying and selling,” and partly 
through the disturbances of the Civil War, ” by the burden of 
and for the soldiery in the beginning of the war.” His friends 
assisted him to retire to the country, probably to the Chiltern 
Hills, where he evidently found leisure enough for contemplation 
and reading The progress of the Civil War, the final defeat of 
the King, and the feverish mental activity which set in and which 
manifested itself in the numerous pamphlets dealing with natural 
law, social and sectarian speculations on religion and ethics, 
mightily stirred the mind of Winstanley. He interpreted this 
upheaval to be a levelling of the pohtical mountains as a pre- 
liminary to the advent of the great reformation, the radical 

^ Rebel l Coster, A M%te Cast into the Common Treasury, 16^ 

■ L. H. Berens, Digger Movement, p. 41. 
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change of the spiritual and social conditions of England. The 
Spirit of the whole Creation (who is God) is about the Reformation 
of the World, and he will go forward in his work. . . . The 
great searching of heart m these days is to find out where true 
Freedom lies, that the Commonwealth of England might be 
established m peace." ^ 

He at first wrote four pamphlets, The Mystery of God, 
The Breaking of the Day of God, The Saints* Paradise, and 
Truth hfhng up its Head, all in 1648, interpreting Biblical 
and theological subjects in a spirit of mysticism and religious 
philosophy. Then he commenced to see visions which led him 
to communism, and to fierce attacks on kingship and private 
property. Winstanley has left us a description of his mental 
state at that time. * As I was in a trance not long since, divers 
matters were presented to my sight, which must not be related 
here. Likewise I heard these words : * Work together : Eat 
bread together : Declare this all abroad.* Likewise I heard these 
words : ' Whosoever it is that labours in the earth, for any person 
or persons that lift up themselves as lords and rulers over others, 
and that doth not look upon himself as equal to others in the 
Creation, the hand of the Lord shall be upon the labourer. I 
the Lord have spoke it and I will do it. Declare this abroad/ '* 
This mental experience gave him a mission. He ** was filled with 
abundance of quiet peace and sacred joy . . . and much 
pressed in spirit to declare all abroad." 

The first communist treatise which he published under his 
name was New Law of Righteousness, We find in it the usual 
mediaeval communist interpretation of the creation and fall of 
man. At the beginning man was created perfect, then he fell 
from his estate through following self-love, covetousness, and 
carnal lust Appropriation of land followed, likewise buying and 
selling, " mine " and " thine,** civil laws to uphold property, and 
hereby restraining men from seeking nourishment from their 
mother earth. This was aU the work of the unrighteous or first 

‘ Gerrard Winstanley, Law of Freedom, pp. 4, 17, 

• Ihe same, New Law of Righteousness, January, 1649, quoted 
extensively by Berens, p 73. 
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Adam, who dammed up the wells of universal liberty and brought 
the Creation under the curse of bondage, sorrow, and tears. For 
as long as there were lords who called the lands theirs and rulers 
who upheld this particular property, the common people would 
not be free. Only by making the earth a common treasury, as 
it was in the beginning, could the first Adam, or covetousness, 
pride, and envy be got rid of. Still, nothing was to be taken 
from the rich. '' If the rich hold fast to this propriety of mine 
and thine, let them labour their own lands. And let the common 
people who say the earth is ours, not mine, let them labour 
together and eat bread together up on the commons, mountains, 
and hills.” It was with Wmstanley a struggle of common 
against enclosure, or collective possession and co-operative work 
against private property and hired labour. The ultimate remedy 
was the abolition of private property and civil government. 

The society which was to take the place of the civil one is 
described by Wmstanley in his Law of Freedom {1652). This 
ideal commonwealth rests on the following principles and laws : — 
Government is a wise and free ordering of the earth and of 
the manners of mankind by observation of particular laws and 
rules, so that all the inhabitants may live peaceably in plenty 
and freedom in the land where they are bred ” (p. 25) This 
government acts according to the law of nature which is supported 
by reason so as not to allow the propensities of the flesh to deflect 
the natural law from its rational course (p. 30). The function 
of governing is entrusted to a Parliament chosen annually. It 
IS the real court of equity. Its duties are four-fold : — 

First, as a tender father, a parliament is to empower officers 
and give orders for the free planting and reaping of the Common- 
wealth's land, that all who have been oppressed and kept back 
from the free use thereof by conquerors, kings, and their tyrant 
laws, may now be set at liberty to plant m freedom for food and 
raiment, and are to be a protection to them who labour the 
earth, and a punisher of them who are idle But some may say, 
What is that I call Commonwealth's land > I answer, All that 
land which has been withheld from the inhabitants by the 
conqueror or tyrant kings and is now recovered out of the hands 
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of that oppression by the joint assistance of the persons and 
purses of the communers of the land. It is their birthright to 
them and to their posterity, and ought not to be converted into 
particular hands again by the laws of a free commonwealth. 
In particular, this land is all abbey lands . . . Crown lands, 
bishops’ lands, with all parks, forests, chases, now of late re- 
covered out of the hands of the kingly tyrants. , . . 

Secondly, to abolish all old laws and customs which have been 
the strength of the oppressor, and to prepare and then to enact 
new laws for the ease and freedom of the people. . . , 

“ Thirdly, to see all those burdens removed actually, which 
have hindered the oppressed people from the enjoyment of 
their birthright If their common lands be under the oppres- 
sion of lords of manors, they are to see the land freed from that 
slavery. If the commonwealth’s land be sold by hasty counsel 
of subtle, covetous, and ignorant officers . . . then a parlia- 
ment is to examine what authority any had to sell or buy the 
land without a general consent of the people . . . They 
are to declare that the bargain is unrighteous, and that the buyers 
and sellers are enemies to the peace and freedom of the common- 
wealth 

Fourthly, if there be occasion to raise an army to wage war, 
either against an invasion of a foreign enemy, or against an in* 
surrection at home, it is the work of a parliament to manage 
that business for the preservation of common peace ” (pp. 50-56). 

The land having been restored to the nation it is given over to 
the farmers to till it in common There shall be no buying 
and selling of the earth, nor of the fruits thereof.” For, when 
mankind began to buy and sell, they fell from the state of 
innocence, and began to oppress each other and discontents 
and wars arose (p 12) 

*‘The earth is to be planted and the fruits reaped and carried into 
barns and storehouses by the assistance of every family If any 
man or family want corn or other provisions, they may go to the 
storehouse and fetch without money If they want a horse to 
ride, they may go into the fields in summer or to the common 
stables in winter, and receive one from the keepers and when the 
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journey is performed, bring him back. . . . There shall be 
storehouses m all places m the country and in the towns to 
which all the fruits of the soil and the works of the tradesmen 
shall be brought and thence delivered again to the families and to 
every one who want them ; or else be transported by ships to 
other countnes m exchange for those things which our land will 
not or cannot produce All the labours of husbandmen and 
tradesmen within the country shall be upon the common stock 
And as every one works to advance the common stock, so every 
one shall have free use of any conomodity in the storehouse for his 
pleasure and comfortable livelihood, without buying or selling 
or restraint from anybody . . . For as particular famihes 

and tradesmen do make several works more than they can make 
use of and do carry their particular works to the storehouses, 
so it IS all reason and equity that they should go to other store- 
houses to fetch any other conamodity which they want and can- 
not make (pp 74-5). 

In order that these laws and regulations be earned out and to 
check the covetous, proud, and idle, there must be of&cers to 
regulate the irrational conduct of such men. 

All officers of the Commonwealth to be chosen annually 

Choose such as are men of peaceable disposition ; likewise 
who suffered under kingly oppression, for they will be fellow- 
feelers of others' bondage ; likewise who have adventured the 
loss of their estates and lives to redeem the land from bondage 
and who have remained constant , likewise men of courage 
who are not afraid to speak the truth , likewise who are above 
forty years of age, for these are most hkely to be experienced 
men . . . And if you choose men thus principled who are 

poor men, as times go, for the Conqueror's power has made many 
a righteous man a poor man, then allow them a yearly main- 
tenance from the common stock, until such time as a Common- 
wealth's Freedom is established, for then there will be no need 
of such allowance " (pp 37~9)* 

Each parish shall choose a number of peacemakers to manage 
the affairs of the parish, to prevent trouble and to preserve the 
common peace. They shall settle any matters of offence between 
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man and man. If the peacemakers are unable to bring about a 
reconciliation of the parties, then he shall command them to 
appear at the Judge's Court. Each parish shall also choose a 
number of overseers to preserve peace ; to see that the young 
people receive proper instruction in some labour, trade, or service 
m the common storehouses ; to see that the products of labour 
shall be delivered up to the storehouses and shops, and that all 
who serve in the storehouses and shops do their duty. All old 
men above sixty years of age are general overseers (pp. 40-6)* 
There shall also be chosen a taskmaster, whose office it is to take 
those into his supervision who are sentenced to lose their free* 
dom, to set them to work and to see that they do it." 

Education must be general and compulsory. After the 
child is weaned the parents shall teach it a civil and humble 
behaviour towards all men. Then it shall be sent to school 
to learn to read the laws of the Commonwealth, the arts and 
languages. But there shall be no special class of children 
brought up to book-learning only. " For then through idleness 
they spend their time to find out policies to advance themselves 
to be lords and masters over their labouring brethren, which 
occasions all trouble in the world. Therefore it is necessary 
and profitable for the Commonwealth that all children be trained 
to labour and to learning." 

Inventions were to be promoted by aU means. " Let no young 
wit be crushed in his invention." Experimenting should be 
encouraged. " And let every one who finds out an invention 
have a deserved honour given to him." Knowdedge and 
experiment should take the place of believing and imagining 
(pp. 68-76) 

Such a Commonwealth did not mean idleness, community 
of women, or anarchy. It meant labour as a duty of every 
member of the Commonwealth, purity in sexual relations, and 
observance of the laws. Under common management would 
be the soil, workshops, and storehouses ; labour would be ex- 
changed for labour, without the intermediary of money. Family 
life must be private and strictly monogamous. “ Every man's 
house, furniture, and the provisions which he fetches from the 
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storehouses are proper to himself, likewise the wife to her husband 
and the husband to his wife " (p 24) 

6, — THE SOCIAL REFORMERS 

The years from the beginning of the Civil War to the end of 
the seventeenth century produced also several social reformers. 
As we are concerned only with those reformers whose schemes 
contain socialistic elements, we must confine ourselves to the 
pamphlets of Samuel Hartlib, Peter Chamberlen, Peter Cornelius 
Plockhoy, and John Bellers. The most important of them is 
that of Chamberlen, whose social cnticism is closely related 
to communism, inasmuch as he makes use of the proposition that 
the labour of the poor, the wage-workers, is the source of 
all wealth. John Bellers, a member of the Society of Friends, 
whom Robert Owen as well as Karl Marx greatly admired, 
represents a combination of Hartlib, Plockhoy, and Chamberlen, 
making, however, a serious contribution to social-economic 
speculation by proposing to make labour — time, and not money, 
the standard of value. 

In pnint of time, but by no means of thought and originality, 
Hartlib comes first. He was a German Protestant refugee 
from Poland, a man of much learning and some influence with 
his English fnends on account of his endeavours to promote 
education and agriculture. He wrote, in 1641, a small treatise, 
A Description of the Famous Kingdom of Macana, reminiscent 
of readings m Sir Thomas More's Utopia and Francis Bacon's 
New Atlantis. The name Macaria actually occurs in More's 
Commonwealth : The laws of the Macarians are not far distant 
from those of Utopia."® The mam characteristic of the con- 
stitution of Macaria is that the government, consisting of depart- 
ments of agriculture, fishing, home trade, foreign trade, and 
colonisation, manage the economic affairs of the commonwealth. 
No man may hold more land than he can improve ; the death 
duties amount to the twentieth part of the goods left, and are 

1 Cf. Bernstein, Soziahsmus und Demokraiie, 1905 Gooch, 
Democratic Ideas, 1898. 

• More, Utopia, ed. Lupton (1895), p. 95. 
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used for the improvement of agriculture, highways, and bridges ; 
the home trade is so regulated as to correspond to the needs 
of the people ; crown lands are so carefully tilled and cultivated 
that they yield considerable revenues and lighten the burden of 
taxation.^ 

Of considerably higher historical value is Peter Chamberlen's 
Poor Mm’s Advocate (1649) It combines '' Nature, Reason, 
and Religion '' with the doctune of labour as creator of wealth, 
and makes use of these theories to advocate the justice of the 
claims of the working classes Chamberlen argues that the 
wealth and strength of all countries were the poor (labouring 
poor, or the propertyless workmen), for they did all the necessary 
works of society and formed the mam body of the armies They 
had the same right to the earth as the rich. Moreover, they 
provided for the rich The latter must, therefore, regard 
themselves merely as stewards whose main duty it was to care 
for the poor and enable them to produce wealth. The end of 
wealth was not enjoyment for the rich, but to banish poverty 
from the land And that was also m conformity with religion, 
which commands to love our fellow-man. “ For if we love not 
our brother whom we have seen, how can we love God Whom we 
have not seen ? '' And the same commandment was the basic 
principle of organised society. There could be no peaceful and 
healthy social life as long as the many were poor. In order 
to get rid of poverty Chamberlen proposes to nationalise {a) the 
estates of the King, bishops, deans and chapters, and delinquents ; 
(b) the commons, wastes, heaths, woods, forests, etc. ; (c) the 
mines, which are not worked ; (d) parish charities ; (fi) unearned 
increment^ of agriculture, trade, and manufactures, arising from 
improvements and inventions and colonisation ; (/) treasures 
found m sea and land Finally, he proposes the establishment 
of a national bank, like those of Amsterdam and Venice, 
likewise of academies for higher learning in arts and sciences 
m order to prevent youth from going abroad, in the 

» Harl Mtsc , I., pp 5S0-5 

* Chamberlen does not use this term, but the sense of his proposal 
amounts to that. 
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blossom of their years, to be corrupted there In religion and 
manners/* 

This national stock of wealth should be organised by the 
Commonwealth with a view to employment of the poor. The 
land was to be cultivated on a co-operative basis , still, if any 
farmer desired to work individually, a certain number of enclosed 
acres should be let to him on an annual rental of £5 The govern- 
ment of the Commonwealth should procure implements and raw 
material for the farmers and handicraftsmen and generally 
assume those duties which employers performed. 

In creating this national stock the former owner’s claims 
should be considered, except of those who legally forfeited their 
rights The revenue that would accrue to the Commonwealth 
from those enterprises would be used for the needs of the govern- 
ment. It might be objected that only unworthy and ignorant 
men were poor, or by the improvement of their social condition 
the poor might become untractable, insolent, and idle To these 
and similar objections, Chamberlen replies “ Let no man say 
that men were poor because they were unworthy Some of the 
greatest philosophers, also Christ and the apostles, were poor 
Besides, the poor would not be so poor, if the nch were honest, 
so as to let the poor have thair own , the riches of the rich are 
oftentimes but trophies of their dishonesty, of having robbed 
the poor, or cozened the Commonwealth (p 12 ). 

And as to idleness it might be said that, if wealth made idleness 
to be a reason why the poor should be kept poor, then it was 
also a reason why nch men should not be nch, since '' Edel 
man (gentleman) is idle-man There was no necessity in “ Nature, 
Reason, and Religion why they that are nch should continue 
so, and they that are poor should always remain so. Is 
aught of thine taken from thee ^ 0, envious man I The 

demands of the poor are but food and raiment, and to be 
disposed into such an order that they and their posterity 
should not lack the necessanes of life nor be exposed to slavish 
labour.” Finally, as regards insolence there was no greater 
incitement to insolence than poverty face to face with flaunting 
wealth. 
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The reforms, if carried out, would bring the poor into a con- 
dition of regular employment, instruction, and good, orderly 
government, such as they had never known before. Such 
conditions would engender love for the country, obedience to 
the laws, and stability of government. The new order would 
act as a good Samaritan and pour oil and wine into the wounds 
of the nation. 

Far less revolutionary was the proposal of Peter Cornelius 
van Zunk-Zee, or Plockhoy (sometimes written Plockboy), 
in his pamphlet, A Way to Make the Poor in these and other 
Nations Happy (1659). He was a Dutchman, who lived 
for some time in England, evidently attracted by the social 
ferment of the Civil War and Commonwealth period. The 
reforms he proposed aimed at the establishment of “ Little 
Commonwealths.'" They amounted essentially to the formation 
of co-operative societies for trade and commerce on a vc^untary 
basis. His main idea was that co-operative production was 
cheaper than individualised enterprise, and could therefore more 
efficiently compete in the markets. Wholesale buying of raw 
material, co-operative work and common householding would 
result m a decrease of the prime cost of the commodities, in 
lessening the household expenses, and therefore in a greater 
ability to undersell the competitors. These Little Common- 
wealths should establish the most efficient schools and educa- 
tional institutions, so as to induce the rich to send their children 
to those schools and thereby to spread the knowledge of co- 
operative enterprise. Also, the most skilled surgeons and physi- 
cians were to be engaged, who would treat the poor free of charge, 
and by this means advertise the blessings of co-operative labour. 
The regulations of the Little Commonwealths ” were to aim 
at uprooting covetousness, excesses, lying and deceit and all 
other vices that sprang from riches and poverty. In the schools 
the children were to be taught no particular form of religion, 
but to read the wntings of the saints, study arts, sciences, 
languages, “ and learn to follow those that have the spirit 
of God, doing miracles as the prophets." 

Plockhoy’s idea of combining voluntary social reform, philan- 
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thropy, and business was particularly congenial to the Society of 
Friends, a prominent English member of which was John Bellers 
(1655-1725). In his pamphlet, Proposals for Ratstng a Col- 
ledge of Industry of all Useful Trades and Husbandry (1696), 
he aimed at affording the poor co-operative and remunerative 
work, the rich a fair rate of interest, the youth good education. 
All social revolutionary enthusiasm, all millennial vision had 
vanished, and prosaic business enterprise began to dominate 
the life of the nation. The sobering process had set in with the 
Restoration, and went on at an accelerating rate after the 
Glorious Revolution. Bellers saw that “ What sap is to the 
tree, profit is to business,'' or, if social reform was to succeed, 
it had to be put on a business footing. He did not denounce 
the rich, but spoke of their pity for their poor, among whom 
“ crime, misery, idleness, and lewdness " prevailed. He believed 
that there were many rich who would like to see the poor reformed 
in manners and better provided for, and who, therefore, would 
be willing to contribute money for the establishment of co-opera- 
tive agricultural colonies. 

Each agricultural colony was to consist of 300 persons who 
would be so selected as to be able to perform all the labours 
necessary for farming. The cost of establishing such a colony, 
inclusive of acquiring land, he estimated at £18,000, which could 
be raised by shares. In all trading centres of the country 
co-operative workshops for arts and crafts should be established. 
The advantages of <:o-operative labour, by eliminating com- 
petition and waste, would be considerable, and would ensure 
a remunerative rate of interest to the shareholders. But the 
main benefit would be moral, such colleges of industries affording 
the best opportunity of educating the children of the poor 
to useful work, industrious habits, and good manners. Bellers 
does not attach undue importance to learning, for though 
learning is useful, yet a virtuous, industrious education tends 
more to happiness here and hereafter." The life in those agricul- 
ture and trade colonies would be communistic. “ The poor 
thus in college will be a community like the example of primitive 
Christianity that lived in common, and the power that did attend 
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it bespeak their excellency ; but considering the constitution 
of mankind that have estates (but it is not so with the poor), 
it was none of the least miracles of that age " In these colleges 
^r fellowships the standard of value of all necessaries would be 
labour, and not money Bellers evidently means labour-time, 
and thus anticipates Robert Owen and John Gray, who in the 
years from 1820 to 1850 advocated labour-time notes as a means 
of exchange instead of money tokens, Bellers goes on to say 
that though money has its conveniences, it being a pledge 
among men for want of credit, yet it is not without mischiefs, 
and called by our Saviour the Mammon of Unrighteousness. 
When the rich lose their money they can't employ the poor, 
though they have still the lands and hands to provide victuals, 
which are the true riches of the nation and not money. Money 
in the body pohtic is what a crutch is to the natural body, 
crippled ; but when the body is sound, the crutch is troublesome. 
So when the particular interest is made a public interest, in 
such a college, money will be of little use there." A college thus 
constituted " cannot so easily be undone, for if plundered, 
twelve months' time will recruit again ; like the grass new mowed 
the next year supplies again, labour bringing a supply as the soil 
does. When men work together they assist one another, but 
when scattered are useless, if not preying upon another." Bellers 
reminds the rich that they had no other way of living but by 
the labour of others, as the landlord by the labour of the tenants, 
and the merchants and tradesmen by the labour of the mechanics, 
unless they turned levellers and took to work together with the 
poor (p. 35). Labour being the monies of the rich (p. 10) it 
behoved them to see the poor work under the most advantageous 
conditions, both for the creation of wealth and the moral elevation 
of the poor 

Bellers was only one of a long and honourable series of Poor 
Law reformers, who, in the years from the Restoration to the 
reign of Queen Anne, were dealing with the question of utilising 
the labour power of the poor for the welfare of the nation. 
Some of the greatest men of that age, viz , Sir Josiah Child, 
Sir Matthew Hale, John Locke, Dr. Davenant, and Daniel 
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Defoe, devoted much attention to that problem,^ but in none 
of them was the spirit of social criticism so reminiscent of the 
Commonwealth period as in Bellers. 

As a reaction against all those proposals for raising the mate- 
rial, intellectual, and moral condition of the poor must be regarded 
Bernard Mandeville's Fahle of the Bees and On Charity and Chanty 
Schools f in which he pleaded for letting the poor alone, for “ in 
a free nation, where slaves are not allowed, the surest wealth 
consists in a multitude of labouring poor . . . ignorant as 
well as poor/' Their wants should be relieved, but it were folly 
to cure them.2 

^ Compare Sir Frederick M. Eden, State of the Poor, 1797, I 
184-264 

* Mandeville, Fahle of the Bees, etc., edition 1724, pp. 328 and 280 
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I. — EVE OF THE ECONOMIC REVOLUTION 

Looking at England of the seventeenth century, with her mighty 
ferment and titanic clash of forces, her intellectual and spiritual 
giants who filled the national arena, her immortals who illumined 
the path of human history, it is exceedingly difficult to believe 
that we are dealing with a numencally small nation — ^a country 
of something over one million families only. And they overthrew 
personal monarchy, estabhshed the sovereignty of Parliament, 
produced Harvey, Milton, Hobbes, Petty, Locke, Newton, 
Cromwell, and Marlborough, and a host of lesser stars who, in 
any other age or country, might be counted as of first magnitude 
Gregory King, a pohtical arithmetician of no mean value, 
left us, in his 'Natural and Poliheal Observations (1694), a statistical 
view of England in 1688. The population of England and Wales 
consisted of five and a half million souls, or 1,360,000 families. 
The national income amounted to £43,500,000 ; the annual 
increase 'of wealth to £1,800,000! How narrow the circle of life 
then was, may be gauged from the remark of King that Lichfield 
was “ a large town in the Midlands of nearly 3,000 souls.” The 
number of families of the various classes and groups of the 
nation were then as follows : Nobility and gentry 16,586, officials 
10,000, oversea traders 12,000, home traders 2,000, law 8,000, 
clergy 10,000, yeomanry 48,000, farmers 150,000, liberal pro- 
fessions 16,000, small traders and shopkeepers 40,000, handi- 
craftsmen and mechanics 60,000, officers in army and navy 
0,000, seamen 50,000, workmen and servants 364,000, cottars 
and paupers 400,000, soldiers 35,000. The income of the nobility 
and gentry was between £2,800 and £180 per family, oversea 
traders £400, home traders £200, yeomanry between £84 and £50, 
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shopkeepers ;{45, handicraftsmen and mechanics £40, workmen, 
labourers and servants £15, cottars and paupers £6 los. Accord- 
ing to King, all families whose income was above £40 belonged 
to the productive classes, and increased the national income, 
while the labourers and workmen were non-productive, and 
decreased the national wealth, for their earnings had to be supple- 
mented by pansh relief in order to allow them to meet the 
cost of living. King appears to have looked upon society from the 
point of view of distnbution ; statistics and not economics was 
his proper field. There is still another important feature m his 
statistical view of the nation, viz. that the size of each family 
depended on its income ; the number of the members of each 
family was large or small in proportion to the large or small 
income , he computes for instance, the number of the members 
of a noble family to have been between sixteen and forty, of a 
merchant family eight, of a yeoman family between five and 
seven, of a workman's family between three and four. In short, 
the means of subsistence determined the size of the family. 
This view is confirmed by Adam Smith, who declares : “ Poverty, 
though it does not prevent the generation, is extremely unfavour- 
able to the rearing of children. ... It is not uncommon 
in the Highlands of Scotland for a mother who has borne twenty 
children not to have two alive. . . . Every species of animals 
naturally multiplies in proportion to the means of subsistence, 
and no species can ever multiply beyond it. But in civilised 
society it is only among the inferior ranks of people that the 
scantiness of subsistence can set limits to the further multiplica- 
tion of the human species ; and it can do so in no other way 
than by destroying a great part of the children which their 
marriages produce 

English society as it emerged from the Glorious Revolution 
consisted of a population fifty per cent, of whom were relatively 
well-to-do. But the bulk of the national income fell to the agrir 
cultural proprietors. Of the 43*5 millions sterling only 2-4 
millions fell to the great merchants, a similar sum to the crafts- 
men, and 1*8 millions to the small traders and shopkeepers 
^ Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, book i, chap. 8. 
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Agriculture was the mam occupation of the nation, while t}i^» 
industries played a relatively small part and were chiefly in the 
hands ol small masters and mainly dependent upon the skill of 
handicraftsmen and artificers using human power. Even in the 
larger factories the skilled workman, and not the mechanical 
contrivance, was the dominant labour factor. The handicrafts- 
man, the artificer, the mechanic appeared as the creator of 
wealth This was the period when Sir William Petty and John 
Locke fonnulated their labour value theories. 

From 1688 to about 1750 the progress of agriculture, trade, 
commerce, and population was slow and even halting It by no 
means corresponded with the great exertions of the statesmen, 
diplomats, and generals of the nation. As regards home politics 
and economics, the period was altogether counter-revolutionary 
and conservative. The stream of life flowed quietly and 
cautiously, avoiding rapids and eddies, and though it was some- 
times caught by the whirlpool of speculation, like the South-Sea 
Bubble, or by the delusions of the decadence-mongers, the popula- 
tion lived, on the whole, peacefully and enjoyed a certain amount 
of contentment. Poor Law rates were comparatively small, 
oscillating between £600,000 and £800,000 steiling annually, 
the inconsiderable number of enclosures hardly touched the 
yeomanry and farmers, the harvests were good, the cost of living 
was low, and, therefore, the real wage satisfactory. Philosophers 
and essayists busied themselves with ethics and natural religion, 
believing in a rational government of mankind and expecting 
virtue to be rewarded. Addison's prose, Pope’s Essay on Man, 
Richardson's novels are the mirrors of the age, while Swift and 
Fielding are the rebels The doctrines of natural law were made 
to tally with and to strengthen the constitution and the institu- 
tions of England. Pope, Burke, Blackstone, Robert Wallace, 
Adam Smith and Abraham Tucker's populariser, Paley, either 
use and interpret natural law in a conservative sense or draw 
its social-revolutionary teeth. 
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2. — POPE, BOLINGBROKE, AND BURKE 

Inspired by Henry St. John, Lord Bolingbroke, who, in his 
retirement from public life, inquired into the system of tus 
naturale from an ethical-religious point of view, Pope sought to 
reconcile the state natural and civil, to teach man that happiness, 
the great aim and end of life, did not depend on equahty of goods 
and station, but on virtue, on the rule of reason over passion, on 
the harmony between selfdove and social, on the identification 
of individual with social interests The state of nature was 
undoubtedly a state of innocence, m which the whole creation 
was united in peace. But man's passion got somehow the upper 
hand and ordered society became a necessity. Then nature 
spoke to man to take instruction from the ants' republic and the 
realm of bees, ‘‘ how those in common all their wealth bestow, 
and anarchy without confusion know." Thus arose paternal 
government and common possessions True faith, true policy, 
united ran, that was but love of God, and this of man." Then 
came force and conquest, ambition, lucre, and lust, and destroyed 
the paternal and social state. In the reign of self-love, 
conflict and rebellion made all life impossible, until " forced 
into virtue thus, by self-defence, even kings learned justice and 
benevolence." Men learned to restrain each other, and join 
order to liberty. They ceased to fight about constitutions and 
religions, but desired good order and right behaviour * 

Order is Heaven's first law ; and this confessed, 

Some are, and must be, greater than the rest, 

More rich, more wise " ^ 

^ Although Pope's description of the state of nature and social 
equality is, in comparison with the apology for the existing order, 
the more poetical, Edmund Burke thought that Bolingbroke 
was not satisfied with it. " Pope cannot bear every truth. He 
has a timidity which hinders the full exertion of his faculties, 
almost as effectually as bigotry cramps those of the general herd 
of mankind*" ^ And when, in 1754, BoHngbroke's Philosophical 

^ Pope, Essay on Man (1734), epistle 3, c 4-6 , epistle 4, c. 2. 

* Burke, Vindication of aimed Society, ed. 1905, p. 41. 
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Works were published, in which natural religion and the simple 
teachings of Jesus are defended against artificial religion, reve- 
lation, and Christian theology, Burke set himself the task of 
finishing, once for all, with natural law. For this purpose he 
wrote his pamphlet, A VindicaHon of Natural Society (1756), 
which was supposed to have been left, in manuscript, by Lord 
Bolingbroke, It is a disturbing essay. Burke intended it as a 
reducUo ad ahsurdum of Bohngbroke's doctrines, as an incisive 
condemnation of the dangerous tenets of natural law, yet its tone 
is so serious and its criticism of civil society so keen that it has 
often been taken as a genuine justification of the state of nature. 
Also, the bad reputation of its author among revolutionary 
writers has contributed to the misunderstanding of its purpose. 
It has been thought that Burke, having found his critique of 
civilisation inconvenient, burked '' its true character.^ 

The author exhibits a wide knowledge of the literature of 
natural law, but his main sources are Pope's Essay on Man and 
Bolingbroke's Works. The luminous features of the state of 
nature stand out against the dark and dismal background of 
civil society. Peace fled, and war transformed the world into an 
Aceldama. Leviathan or civil power overflowed the earth 
with a deluge of blood, as if he were made to disport and play 
therein.'' And the cause of all that slaughter was the division 
of mankind into nations, created by artificial society, natural 
liberty was lost, and coercion made dungeons, whips, chains, 
racks, and gibbets a necessity. And there was no essential 
difference between despotism, oligarchy, and democracy. Every- 
where the people, m an artificial or civil society, were sacrificed 
to the passions of the few “ In proportion as we have deviated 
from the plain rule of nature, and turned our reason against 
itself, in that proportion have we increased the follies and miseries 
of mankind." The same happened in law and religion. Laws 
multiplied and confusion increased, until it could be discovered 
no longer what things were held in property and what in common. 

The professors of artificial law had always walked hand in 

^ I may add that I was of the same opinion myself, until a study 
of the whole period convinced me of my error. 
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hand with the professors of artificial theology. ** As their end 
m confounding the reason of man, and abridging his natural 
freedom, is exactly the same, they have adjusted the means to 
that end m a way entirely similar/' It might be said that in a 
state of nature the strong could rob the weak, but then the weak 
had at least full liberty to defend himself, or make reprisal by 
surprise or cunning, or by any other means in which he thought 
to have a superior advantage ; in political society, however, the 
poor man could not defend himself, since the only weapon he 
was allowed to use was money, and if he tried to avenge himself 
the whole force of that society would be directed against him. 

The most obvious division of society is into rich and poor ; 
and it is no less obvious that the number of the former bears a 
great disproportion to those of the latter. The whole business 
of the poor is to administer to the idleness, folly, and luxury of 
the rich ; and that of the rich, in return, is to find the best 
methods of confirming the slavery and increasing the burden of 
the poor. In a state of nature it is an invariable law that a man’s 
acquisitions are in proportion to his labours In a state of 
artificial society it is a law, as constant and invanable, that those 
who labour most enjoy the fewest things ; and those who labour 
not at all, have the greatest number of enjoyments ... I 
suppose that there are m Great Britain upwards of a hundred 
thousand people employed in lead, tin, iron, copper, and coal 
mines ; these unhappy wretches scarce ever see the hght of the 
sun ; there they work at a severe and dismal task, without the 
least prospect of being delivered from it. ... A hundred 
thousand more, at least, are tortured without remission by the 
suffocating smoke, intense fires and constant drudgery necessary 
in refining and managing the produce of those mines. If any 
man informed us that two hundred thousand innocent persons 
were condemned to so intolerable slavery, how we should pity 
the unhappy sufferers, and how great would be our j'ust indigna- 
tion against those who inflicted so cruel and ignominious a 
punishment » ” All those miseries came upon men in conse- 
quence of having abandoned the laws of nature and reason, 

Burke's argumeid is clear. By laying open the foundations of 
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society, as Pope and Bolmgbroke did, by contrasting natural 
with political society to the disadvantage of the latter, the poor, 
t,e, the great majonty of the nation, might shake the whole fabric 
of the existing order. It was no use replying that the theorists 
and poets of ius naturalc confined themselves to religion and 
abstract ethics The masses, once awakened to their grievances 
and wrongs, would not stop there. In short, the popularisation 
of the doctrines of natural law might lead to a social upheaval. 
English history, since the days of John Ball, confirmed those 
misgivings. And Burke lived long enough to witness the French 
Revolution — that great experiment in %us naturale, 

3. — ROBERT WALLACE 

As a preacher in the royal chapel at Edinburgh and a man of 
liberal culture and learning, Robert Wallace devoted his leisure 
to the study of problems of population, scientific progress, and 
Utopian constitutions. Some of the results of his researches and 
speculations he published in a senes of essays under the collective 
title Vanous Prospects (1761), which deal also with the ideal 
of perfect government, its great advantages and obstacles. He 
was the first social-economic student who expressed tht^ opinion 
that a communist republic, while it would at first banish poverty 
and promote the welfare of the people, would eventually come 
to grief from over-population. 

Wallace’s point of departure is the glaring disproportion be- 
tween the capacities of man and nature on the one hand and the 
miserable and backward condition of the masses in particular and 
society in general. Mankind, evidently, did not take advantage 
of the opportunities offered to it. How little care did society 
take either of the souls or bodies of men I Great numbers of the 
poor were but slaves and beasts of burden to the rich. Ignorance, 
toil, a scanty and unwholesome diet were their share. Yet all 
these unhappy mortals were as much qualified by nature as the 
most fortunate of their kind, for a more agreeable life and nobler 
enjo3ments. Society as a whole made very little pi ogress 
Even the most civilised nations knew little of the mystenes of 
nature. No experiments were made to discover the essence of 
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life. The advance in morality was hardly perceptible ; lust of 
wealth and power set man against man, nation against nation. 
Even the increase of population fell far short of the necessities 
for an adequate cultivation of the earth and the pursuit of useful 
arts, and yet the sexual appetites and human fertility were 
enormous. 

It would appear that these evils and shortcomings could not 
be removed as long as private property and individual work 
prevailed, for without united efforts and harmonious endeavours 
neither agriculture nor arts and sciences would be cultivated 
The great inequahty which pnvate property involved must 
necessarily lead to overwork and idleness, and both were 
unfavourable to acquisition of knowledge and self-culture. In 
order, therefore, to enable man to lift human aEairs to a higher 
level new maxims of property and education must be introduced. 
The best models for such society were presented by Plato's 
Republic and Sir Thomas More's Utopia, and they essentially 
consisted of common possessions, co-operative labour, agriculture 
as the chief occupation, and education as the main care of society. 
The advantages which joint labour and the simple life of all 
the members of society might offer, were sufficiently known 
Only such a society could provide for the improvement of the 
happiness of mankind 

The introduction of such government was, however, a difficult 
task now, for the minority who possessed wealth and power would 
use all means to prevent it. No amoimt of preaching and moral- 
ising could persuade them to acquiesce in a change of pnvate 
property into common possessions Such a transformation 
could only take place m times of a general revolution, when 
mental exaltation, love of equality, and a spirit of sacrifice took 
hold of all ; if m times like these a great legislator arose he 
might lead the nation to perfect government Or it could be 
established by the example of small communist colonies formed 
by men of exceptional abilities ; the advantages reaped by 
them might stir up their neighbours to imitate their constitution 
and thus gradually spread the ideas of a communist and equitable 
constitution There was nothing in the human mind which was 
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averse from such a mode of life. There would be loom enough 
in a communist society for any one to distinguish himself and 
satisfy his ambition and desire for distinction, by excelling 
m his work or by invention or discoveries, The love of liberty 
implanted in man's heart could find no higher satisfaction than 
in a society of the free and equal. The love of ease and pleasure 
would not be disappointed in a society where labour was moderate 
and more in the nature of healthy exercise than of toil. Idleness, 
one of the sources of poverty and decay, could not exist to any 
appreciable extent in a society where labour constituted the main 
basis ; pubhc opinion would soon brand it as one of the worst 
vices. The equitable distribution of labour and its produce 
would remove the mam cause of envy, jealousy, discord, hardship, 
and intrigue. Finally, general and careful training of the mind 
and body would steadily be directed towards developing those 
propensities, abilities, and forces of mankind which were favour- 
able to, and suppressing those passions which were destructive of, 
communist life. 

Such government was not only the happiest, but the most 
worthy of man. Poverty, ignorance, vice, could thus effectually 
be removed, and education, knowledge, health, and security 
afforded to everybody. 

But there frowned one tremendous rock ahead on which the ' 
communist ship would be dashed to pieces. Under a perfect 
government the inconveniences of having a family would be 
entirely removed ; children would be so well taken care of and 
everything become so favourable to populousness that the earth 
would be overstocked with the human species and become 
unable to support it. The increase of mankind would outstnp 
the fertility of the soil. And these facts constituted the primary 
determinants in social affairs. To them all other things must be 
adjusted A limited earth, a limited degree of its fertility, and the 
continued increase of mankind were the primary determinants. 
Poverty, war, vice, in short, the evils which we were complaining 
of were but the means of adjusting society to its primary 
determinants. The speculations of the social philosophers who 
framed a perfect constitution were only useful in so far as they 
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might suggest some particular reform, but as a whole they were 
doomed to remain charming fiction, serving to enlarge our views 
and amuse our fancies 

Needless to say that Robert Wallace is the forerunner of 
Thomas Robert Malthus. 

4. — BLACKSTONE, ADAM SMITH, AND PALEY 

In his Commentanes on the Laws of England (book 2, chap i), 
Sir ^Vllllam Blackstone has left a summary of the critical attitude 
of ms naturale towards private property as well as of the wisdom 
of civil law m promoting order and ownership. The whole 
chapter, although by no means original, is curious ; the idea is 
still lurking therein that pnvate property was more in the nature 
of a politic expedient than a right principle. Blackstone declares 
that, while people were pleased and charmed with the right of 
property, they were fearful of some defect of their title It was 
none the less necessary to examine more deeply into the rudiments 
and grounds of the institutions of property. In the beginning 
of the world the all-bountiful Creator had given to man domimon 
over the earth and the fulness thereof. This gift was the only 
true and sohd foundation of man's dominion over external 
things As long as the population was insignificant in numbers 
all things were common, and every man took from the public 
stock to his own use such things as he required. In the same 
state of primeval simplicity lived also the American nations w'-hen 
they were discovered by Europeans ; and the Europeans them- 
selves had once lived under similar conditions, or, as tradition 
related, m the golden age of the poets. By the law of nature and 
reason, he who first began to use a thing acquired a kind of 
transient property that lasted so long as he used it and no longer. 
Thus the soil was held in common, and no part of it was a 
permanent property of any man m particular, yet whoever was in 
occupation of any particular spot of it acquired for the time a sort 
of ownership But when mankind increased in number, crafti- 
ness, and ambition, it became necessary to change occupation 
into ownership, otherwise innumerable disturbances might have 
ansen. In order, therefore, to secure peace private property 
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was introduced, first in movables, partly by possession, but 
principally by the bodily labour bestowed upon them by the 
possessor ; then, in the soil, which was vested m the sovereign 
of the State or m his representatives, t.e, the lords of the manors* 

And thus the legislature of England has universally promoted 
the grand order of civil society, the peace and security of 
individuals, by steadily pursuing that wise and orderly maxim of 
assigning to everything capable of ownership a legal and deter- 
minable owner/' 

After the great legal authority came the great economist to 
prove the necessity of private property. With Adam Smith it 
was not peace and secunty but the productivity of labour and 
the increase of wealth which justified pnvate property. The 
most considerable improvements in the productive powers of 
labour were made after the appropriation of land and accumula- 
tion of stock. As professor of moral philosophy Smith knew 
all the phases through which natural law had passed. In his 
time the laws of nature, natural order, and natural liberty, came 
to signify freedom of trade and commerce from the regulations 
and interferences of Mercantilism, freedom for the natural 
promptings of the economic man With the physiocrats, he 
assumed the existence of a natural order of things, which, if not 
interfered with by State laws and subtle regulations, would result 
in the happiness of mankind ^ He never misses the opportunity 
of pointing out that civilisation or the improvement of society 
was not the product of human foresight and calculation, but of 
the natural propensities of economically active men ^ Laissez 
fatre did not mean licence or anarchic confusion, but a settled 
confidence in the laws inherent in nature and man, and distrust 
of State-made laws. But Smith was also fully cognisant of the 
communist interpretation of natural law. In the original 
state of things," he declares, which preceded both the appro- 
priation of land and the accumulation of stock, the whole produce 
of labour belongs to the labourer. Had this state continued, the 

^Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, book 3, chap, i, book 4, 
chap 9 

* IM Introduction , book i, chap, aj. 
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wages of labour would have augmented with all those improve- 
ments m its productive powers to which the division of labour 
gives occasion/' For the produce of labour constitutes the 
natural recompense or wages of labour. . . . But this 
original state of things . . could not last beyond the first 

introduction of the appropnation of land and the accumulation 
of stock. It was at an end, therefore, long before the most con- 
siderable improvements were made in the productive powers of 
labour, and it would be of no purpose to trace further what 
might have been its effects upon the recompense or wages of 
labour/' ^ 

It was, then, under the system of pnvate property 
that improvements in the production of commodities were 
mtroduced and it was no use speculating upon a dead past 
Besides, the poorest labourer in a civilised society enjoyed a 
greater share of the necessaries and conveniences of life than any 
member in a natural society, though the distribution of labour 
and its produce was very unequal in the former, and equitable 
in the latter society ^ Private property was thus justified by the 
increase and improvements in the production of wealth. And 
were it not for the passions, such as envy, malice, or resentment, 
society could exist with some tolerable degree of security, even if 
there were no civil government to protect life and property from 
the injustice of those passions But avarice and ambition in 
the nch, in the poor the hatred of labour and the love of present 
ease and enjo5ment, are the passions which prompt them to invade 
property. . . . Wherever there is great property, there is 

great inequality. For one rich man there must be at least 
five hundred poor, and the affluence of the few supposes the 
indigence of the many. The affluence of the rich excites the 
indignation of the poor, who are often both driven by want and 
prompted by envy to invade his possessions It is only under 
the shelter of the civil magistrate that the owner of that valuable 
property, acquired by the labour of many years or perhaps many 
successive generations, can sleep a single night m secunty 

1 Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, book i, chap 8, 

* Jhid. Introduction, 
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. • . The acqtiisition of valuable and extensive property 
necessarily requires the establishment of civil government/' ^ 
It was thus through the inequality engendered by the increase 
and appropriation of wealth that the civil state became a necessity. 
And the civil state itself was justified by the protection it affoided 
to private property as the basis of the production of wealth. 
Lest it should be inferred that Adam Smith was prepared to 
sacrifice everything to the growth of wealth we must point out 
that his attitude towards the working classes was full of humanity. 
Like most philosophers who were familiar with the doctrines 
of ius naturale he was favourable to the claims of labour, and he 
urged the employers to listen to the dictates of reason and 
humanity " and to consider the health and welfare of their work- 
people. 

Archdeacon Paley was greatly preoccupied with the theoretical 
problems of the origin and justification of pnvate property. 

There is a difficulty in explaining, consistently with the law of 
nature, the origin of property in land, for the land was once, 
no doubt, common." Altogether, the whole system of economic 
life under private property appeared to him unnatural. In his 
famous chapter On Property " he gave rein to his sentiments 
in the following parable : " If you should see a flock of pigeons 
in a field ; and if (instead of each picking where and what it 
liked, taking just as much as it wanted, and no more) you should 
see ninety-nine of them gathering all they got into one heap, 
reserving nothing for themselves but the chaff and the refuse, 
keeping this heap for one, and that the weakest, perhaps worst, 
pigeon of the flock ; sitting round and looking on all the winter, 
whilst this one was devouring and throwing about and wasting 
it , and if one pigeon more hardy or hungry than the rest touched 
a grain of the hoard, all the others instantly flying upon it and 
tearing it to pieces ; if you should see this, you would see nothing 
more than what is every day practised and established among 
men " * That was human society on the basis of pioperty. 

^ Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, book 5, chap i (part 2) 

* William Paley, Moral and PoL Philosophy, 1785, book 3, part i, 
chaps. 1-4. 
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Did it not appear paradoxical and unnatural ? Yet it existed 
and people did not mind it There must, therefore, have been 
some very important advantages which counterbalanced those 
miseries and imbecihties and kept the world going What were 
they ? (i) Private property increased the produce of the earth. 

(2) It preserved the produce of the earth to maturity. (3) It 
prevented contests. (4) It improved the conveniences of life. 
Upon these accounts it may be pronounced that, with a few 
exceptions, even the poorest and the worst provided were, under 
the system of private property, better provided with the neces- 
sanes of life than any of the people who lived in societies where 
most things were held in common. The earth and the fulness 
thereof were given to mankind for use, and the system of private 
property made a better use of them than communism did. Paley, 
in effect, says the same as Adam Smith — ^the justification of 
private property lay in the improvements of production, accumu- 
lation of stock, and the growth of wealth or the necessaries and 
conveniences of life. 

At the time when Smith and Paley were writing, the economic 
revolution was beginning to unchain or call into being productive 
forces which were destined to surpass the greatest economic 
achievements of the past. 
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THE ECONOMIC REVOLUTION 


I. — INVENTIONS * ENCLOSURES 

The last half of the eighteenth century will ever be memorable 
in the history of England in particular and of mankind in general. 
^Vhat philosophers and scientists had dreamt, handicraftsmen and 
legislators had feared, came to pass. Invention after invention 
penetrated the enclosed dominions of arts and crafts, and trans- 
ferred human skiU and deftness of hand to passive and lifeless 
matter, changing it into a multitudinous host of ceaselessly 
active forces and all-powerful creators of nches beyond the 
dreams of the political economists. 

“ . . .1 exult to see 

An intellectual mastery exercised 

O'er the blind elements . , . almost a soul 

Imparted to brute matter. I rejoice. 

Measuring the force of those gigantic powers 
That, by the thinking mmd, have been compelled 
To serve the will of feeble-bodied Man '' 

(Wordsworth, Excursion, book 8 ) 

In the wake of the triumphant march of the iron giants the 
social and political face of England changed. Ancient cities and 
boroughs lost their glamour ; insignificant hamlets rose to 
splendour ; a resettlement of the population went on apace. 

" . At social Industry's command, 

How quick, how vast an increase ! From the germ 
Of some poor hamlet, rapidly produced 
Here a huge town, continuous and compact, 

Hiding the face of the earth for leagues — and there, 

Where not a habitation stood before, 

Abodes of men irregularly massed 

Like trees m forests — ^spread through spacious tracts, 

O'er which the smoke of unremitting fires 

Hangs permanent, and plentiful as wreaths 

Of vapour glittermg m the morning sun." {lUd ) 
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The long and amazing senes of inventions, particularly the 
improvement of the steam engine, inspired also the imagination 
of Erasmus Darwin, the poet-thinker, who saw in his mind the 
steam engine applied to sea and land and air transport, and '' as 
the specific levity of air is too great for the support of great 
burdens by balloons there seems no probable method of flying 
conveniently but by the power of steam or some other explosive 
matenal, which another half century may probably discover ” ^ 

At the same time a wide net of canals, connecting the shipping, 
manufactunng, and commercial centres of the kingdom, were built. 

” So with strong arm immortal Brmdley leads 
His long canals, and parts the velvet meads ; 

Winding in lucid lines, the watery mass 
Mines the firm rock, or loads the deep morass, 

Feeds the long vale, the nodding woodland laves, 

And Plenty, Arts, and Commerce freight the waves/'* 

Simultaneously with these revolutionary changes m manu- 
facture and commerce a no less revolutionary transformation 
took place m agriculture. While m the period from 1710 to 1760 
the process of enclosing farms and lands was slow and imper- 
ceptible, amounting altogether to about one-third of a million 
acres, its pace was enormously accelerated in the following sixty 
years, when no less than 5,700,000 acres were withdrawn from 
the coixunon-field-system or small cultivators. The traditional 
regulations and tangled customs of the village community, which 
impeded production and nursed inefficiency, were swept away 
like cobwebs, and the new agnculture, carried on with improved 
methods and tools as well as scientific expenment, began to cope 
with the rapidly growing home demand. Wide tracts of waste 
land were brought under the plough, and the experiments 
in stock-raising yielded results as remarkable as those of the 
mechanical inventions. The economic superiority of enclosed or 
private agriculture over the open-field or communal agriculture 
was so striking that nobody denied it. Rents and prices rose, and 
the wealth of the landowners multiplied, 

1 Erasmus Darwin, Botamc Garden, ed. 1799, I., p. 31, note. 

• Ih%d,, canto III 351-7. 
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Rapid as the changes were in England, they lacked the sudden- 
ness and catastrophic character which they exhibited in Scotland 
The transition in England took centuries — ^in Scotland decades. 
Sir Walter Scott witnessed the sunset of mediaevahsm of his 
country and with all the power of his mind attempted to bring 
It again to hfe in his poetry and romance Instead of a preface, 
which he was afraid the reader would skip, he wrote an epilogue 
to his Waverley, explaining his innermost thought There is 
no European nation which, within the course of half a century, 
or little more, has undergone so complete a change as this king- 
dom of Scotland. The effects of the insurrection of 1745, the 
destruction of the patriarchal power of the Highland chiefs, the 
abolition of the heritable junsdictions of the Lowland nobihty and 
barons . . . commenced this innovation. The gradual influx 

of wealth, and extension of commerce, have since united to 
render the present people of Scotland a class of beings as 
different from their grandfathers as the existing Enghsh are from 
those of Queen Elizabeth^s time.'' 

It was this suddenness that produced so many Scottish social 
reformers, particularly land reformers From 1775 onwards 
the pioneers of land reform have been Scotsmen 

2. — SOCIAL EFFECTS 

In the midst of this economic revolution the statistician, 
Patrick Colquhoun, wrote : An era has arrived in the affairs 
of the British Empire, discovering resources which have excited 
the wonder, the astonishment, and perhaps the envy of the 
civilised world " ; and spoke of the accumulation of property, 
extensive beyond all credibility and (during a war of unexampled 
expense) rapid in its growth beyond what the most sanguine mind 
could have conceived " ^ Looked at from the angle of vision of 
production and wealth the exultation of Colquhoun, an adorer of 
Adam Smith, was justified. In 1688, as we know from Gregory 
King, the national income amounted to £43,500,000 ; in 1770, 

Colquhoun, Resources of the Bnhsh Empire, 1814, pp. 49, 

no 

H 
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Aithur Young ^ estimated the national income at £119,500,000 ; 
according to Colqulioun it amounted, in 1812, to £430,000,000. 

Profound and comprehensive changes m the economics of 
society could not come to fruition without shaking the social 
structure to its foundations. Domestic handicraftsmen and 
small farmers alike were overwhelmed ; industry, both 
manufacturing and agiicultural, was re-organised on the new 
commercial lines which seemed best adapted for the greatest 
possible production at the least possible cost The completion of 
the work of enclosure destroyed the inherited traditions of the 
peasantry, their ideals, their customs and habits, their ancestral 
solutions of the problems of life — all, in fact, that made up the 
native homebred civilisation of rural England." ^ The economic 
revolution resulted in the concentration of land and manufacture 
in fewer hands, m production on a large scale at the expense of 
the small independent producers ; it collected large numbers of 
propertyless people as wage-earners or proletarians into factones, 
mines, and fields Out of heterogeneous masses of labourers, 
artizans, domestic craftsmen, coming from different sunound- 
mgs, with different habits and feelings, a working class 
gradually arose, compact and militant. The social stratification, 
built up by centuiies of a stirring history, broke into a jumble 
of fragments which in stress and turmoil changed positions. 
The rise of new classes, the submerging of old social strata, and 
the re-valuation of traditional worth in society, rendered a long 
and painful process of re-orgamsation and readjustment an 
urgent political necessity. The transformation was, however, so 
new and unprecedented a phenomenon that none of the con- 
temporary statesmen and political students saw it whole or 
perceived the wide ramification of its effects They were still 
thinking in old political terms, busying themselves with 
parliamentary franchise, poor laws, foreign and colonial affairs 
while the social confusion was being aggravated by the powerful 
effects of the French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars. 

^ A. Young, Tom Through the North of England, lyjx, IV , p. 393 

2 R A Prothero, English Farming, igi2, p 407 Cf also Robeit 
Southey, Letters from England, 1807, III , pp 1 14-9, and Sir Walter 
Scott, Famihar Letters, II , p 78 
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3 — AGGRAVATION BY NAPOLEONIC WARS 

England as the pioneer of the transition from the agrarian to 
the manufacturing state suffered more than any other nation 
which, m the course of the nineteenth century, followed her on 
the same path of development. The experience necessary to 
mitigate the misenes and pains attendant upon such a re- 
adjustment of society was wanting, and the empirical, go-ahead, 
not to say, recklessly daring nature of the English mind was 
not apt to pause and inquire into the operation of the new 
economic phase the nation was entering upon. While crossing 
an uncharted sea England was caught by the tornado of the " 
French upheaval. She was involved m a long war which emptied 
her treasury and withdrew the attention of her best minds from 
home affairs at a time when every ounce of gold and silver, when 
every thought, was necessary to help her in overcoming the 
difficulties of the economic transition. The terrible decade 
1810-20, the Luddites, the Spenceans, the Blanketeers, the 
conspiracies, Peterloo, and Cato Street, were largely due to the 
errors, perhaps inevitable errors, committed in the years from 
1790 to 1800. One-sixth of the expenditure raised for war 
purposes might have been sufficient to lay the foundation of a 
healthy social reform, to provide for old age ^ and illness of the 
factory workers, to regulate child labour, to assist the small 
farmers and handicraftsmen, to protect agricultural labour, and 
generally to render the social readjustment less fortuitous and, 
therefore, less painful. We need not accept as wholly true all 
the alleged horrors that are so often ascribed to the rise of the 

1 Dr. Pnestley advocated, m 1787, the establishment of an old 
age and sickness fund by means of deductions from the wages. 
He argued that, since the labour of the husbandman or manufac- 
turer IS the only source of all gam or property in any country, even 
that of the gentleman, it is their own labour that, more circuitously 
and ineffectually, now maintains them m their wretched and depend- 
ent state, whereas upon this plan, their own labour (and probably 
much increased) will be more immediately employed for their own 
advantage (An Account of a Society for Encouraging the Industrious 
Pqor, Birmingham, 1787, p. 13). 
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factory system. Communist and Tory prejudices, particularly 
those of Charles Hall, Robert Southey, and Robert Owen, go 
some way to account for the gloomy impressions which that period 
still evokes. The most cogent proof against their accusations is 
to be found m the rapid growth of the population and the decrease 
of the rate of mortality, which set in with the development of the 
industrial revolution. Such facts cannot be gainsaid ; they are 
irrefragable evidence of growing prosperity. Up to 1806 wages 
were high, employment was plentiful. The displacement and 
depreciation of labour by machinery began about that time. 
Still, such a catastrophic change as the economic revolution 
imphed was bound to shake society, to produce widespread dis- 
content, and to create problems, perils, and crises which only 
far-seeing statesmanship and recognition of causes and effects 
might have mitigated or forestalled. Peace, watchfulness, and 
social reform were necessary. Instead of which came war, 
repression of the discontented elements, suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, high treason trials, indiscriminate poor relief, and 
Malthus's population theory as a salve to the agitated conscience 
of the nation. And the drain of precious metals caused by the 
payment of subsidies and war expenditure as well as by the needs 
of expanding agriculture and trade, led, in 1797, to the sus- 
pension of specie payment and issue of a paper currency, giving 
rise to a high gold agio, high prices, fluctuations of trade, Socialist 
and Radical schemes of paper money and paper notes. For 
want of coin of the realm manufacturers paid their employees 
with money tokens, and the delusion was created that paper could 
completely displace precious metals as a circulating medium, and 
that gold as legal tender (established in 1816) was merely the 
invention of Lord Liverpool, Sir Robert Peel, and the Jews. 
Finally, the enormous national debt and the Funding System, 
to which the wars had given rise, caused much perturbation 
among reformers. 

All these chaotic events, while playing havoc with men’s 
fortunes and lives, combined to create problems which occupied 
two generations of social philosophers, economists, and poets, 
and produced a period of intense thinking and glowing emotion. 



II 

COMMUNIST AND DEMOCRATIC FERMENT 

I. — PHASES OF THOUGHT 

From a sociological point of view, the period from 1760 to 1825 
exhibits four phases. The first phase was purely parliamentary 
and constitutional , its protagonists, Wilkes and "Junius," fought 
against the oligarchy and the remnants of personal monarchy , 
this phase is outside the plangpf our work. The second phase 
was mainly agrarian ; the effects of the rapid rate of enclosing 
farms and commons as well as of the improvements in agriculture 
turned the attention of revolutionary minds towards agrarian 
reform ; its writers were Spence, Ogilvie, and Paine. The third 
phase was caused by enthusiasm for the French Revolution on 
the part of English intellectuals and London artizans, whose 
minds had been prepared by the theones which were current in 
the antecedent two phases ; its writers were William Godwin, the 
youthful Coleridge, Southey, Wordsworth, and John Thelwall. 
The fourth phase was that of the industrial revolution proper, the 
first critical writer of which was Charles Hall, followed by Robert 
Owen and his school, and the anti-capitalist critics, Ravenstone, 
Hodgskin, and several anonymous wnters; the poet of this 
phase was Shelley. 

The common basis of all those writers consisted mainly of 
natural law as they found it in Locke’s On Civil Government. 
This small treatise became their Bible, particularly after its 
theories had been consecrated by the success of the Amencan 
Revolution, and had come back to England from France endowed 
with the fiery soul of Rousseau. The purely constitutional 
reformers took from Locke the theories of the social and political 
compact and of origmal society whose members were supposed 
to have been free and equal. The agrarian reformers appealed 
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to Locke for the truth of their first principle that the land was 
originally held in common. The communists and socialist, 
or anti-capitalist writers, based themselves, in addition to 
those self-evident truths, on Locke's theory that labour was 
the real title to property, or, as Adam Smith puts it, the 
produce of labour constitutes the natural recompense or wages 
of labour." The industrial revolution had shown, however, 
that the produce of labour belonged, not to the labourer, but to 
the capitalist. This experience, joined to Adam Smith's emphasis 
on labour being the source of wealth and the standard of value, 
and Ricardo's apparently irrefragable logic of the theory of 
labour value and the inverse ratio of wages and profit, gave to 
Locke's argument on labour and property a social-revolutionary 
turn, and converted it into a weapon against the social system 
which was emerging from the economic revolution. 

We shall have occasion to point out the cardinal error that 
underlay those reasonings ; meanwhile, let us see the logical 
conclusions at which the communists, socialists, and anti- 
capitalist critics arrived. They were as follows * — 

(x) Common possession was natural and therefore just and 
equitable ; (2) Labour was the only title to property or wealtli ; 
(3) Nature, including human nature, was governed by mheient, 
divine, and rational laws. 

Hence it followed : — 

(i) That private property was unnatural and pernicious, and 
ought to be abolished ; (2) That all deductions from the produce 
of labour, xn the shape of rent, profit, and interest, by non- 
labourers, constituted a violation of natural law ; (3) That all 
reform must be directed towards the restoration of, or be in 
harmony with, natural law. 

This was the mam current which pervaded social and political 
. criticism in the period from 1760 to 1850. Its theorists became 
the teachers of the Chartists, who spread it among the masses. 

However, though it formed the main current, it was not the 
only one on which the revolutionary writers floated their theories. 
We have already seen that Burke realised the danger which 
lurked behind the system of ms mturale-^z system which 
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assumed that the horde of human animals were born into the 
world, receiving the earth and the fulness thereof as their common 
inheritance, but that a few of them, endowed with cunning and 
strength above the rest, disliked labour and scanty fare, and 
therefore appropriated the earth for their own exclusive use, 
and made all the other human animals work for them. Burke 
saw the meaning of this theory, but not until 1790 did he attempt 
to formulate an alternative social theory. The essence of his 
Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790), written with 
the view of stemming the tide of revolutionary ideas that were 
pouring into England from Pans, was that social systems and 
constitutions were neither manufactured by theonsts nor sud- 
denly called into being by a vote of popular assemblies, but 
were an organic growth ; the past was not a stupendous error 
or imposture to be wiped off the national slate, but an organism 
grown in the course of ages and containing both living and 
sloughy matter, the former to be preserved and further developed, 
the latter to be removed. This theory of organic development 
of social institutions, while it gained approval among conservative 
publicists and jurists (Savigny), did not commend itself to the 
revolutionary writers. Yet the course of the French Revolution 
made it impossible to adhere to natural law, and thinking men 
were searching for a new social theory. Philosophically, the 
French Revolution appeared as a great experiment in ins 
naturale , all its declarations were written m its spint and terms, 
and its inspirer was Rousseau The terroristic acts and wars 
into which that social earthquake degenerated had the effect 
of discrediting the whole system of natural law. Robespierre 
and Bonaparte destroyed the halo of Rousseau. A painful 
void was created in the minds of the poets and philosophers 
who had welcomed the events of 1789 to 1793 as the dawn 
of the rights of man The light of nature and right reason 
failed. What was now to take its place as the guide of human 
affairs ? Some writers accepted Burke's organic theory^ or 
Schelling's evolutionism, to which Erasmus Darwin's Zoonomia 
(translated into German in 1795-6) had probably given the im- 
pulse ; others turned to romanticism and mediaevalism, for 
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which Sir Walter Scott found the most adequate literary forms, 
while the advanced English reformers found in Bentham's 
utilitarian philosophy a substitute and leading principle. 

It was Bentham who, for a time, supplanted Locke. From 
the beginning of his legal career he rebelled against the abstract, 
unempincal, and pseudo-historical state of nature. As far 
back as 1780 — ^his Introduction to the Principles of Morals and 
Legislation was printed in 1780, but published in 1789 — ^he was 
convinced of the unscientific character of the theories on which 
jurisprudence was based He had a historical sense, and greatly 
admired Montesquieu's Esprit des Lois} Still, it was not history, 
but psychology, from which he took his leading principle. Follow- 
ing Pnestley, Holbach, Helvetius, and Beccaria, he saw in utility 
or in the greatest happiness of the greatest number the moral 
test of individual and government actions This test was 
accepted by political reformers and socialist writers. Happiness 
was thought to be the aim and end of man and human society, 
to which constitutions and laws should conform. Bentham 
himself was aggressively anti-communist and preferred security 
of property to equality of distribution ; he regarded private 
property as the only possible basis of social life, and whenever 
it came into conflict with equality, the latter should forthwith 
be abandoned.® But in the hands of the communists or socialists 
the fehcific formula was converted into as effective a weapon 

1 Bentham, in his essay on the “ Influence of Time and Place on 
Matters of Legislation,'* declares : Before Montesquieu, a man 
who had a distant country given him to make laws for, would have 
made short work of it * Name to me the people, reach me down 
the Bible, and the business is done at once The laws they have 
been used to shall be superseded by mine , manners, they shall 
have mine, which are the best in nature , religion, they shall have 
mine too, which is all of it true, and the only one that is so/ Since 
Montesquieu, the number of documents which a legislator would 
require is considerably enlarged. He would say, ' Send the people 
to me, or me to the people ; lay open to me the whole tenor of 
their life and conversation , paint to me the face and geography 
of the country ; give me as close and minute a view as possible of 
their possible laws, their manners, and their religion/ ** 

•The same Waihs, I,, chap. 7-12, also Appendix. 
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against private property as natural law had been before. The 
founders of co-operative communities and advocates of Owenite 
views simply revelled in the idea of happiness, regarding it as 
the major premise of all social reasonings, as if it were a self- 
evident ’truth that man was bom for happiness. They argued 
that private property was wrong, since under its sway the labour- 
ing masses, the greatest number of the nation, were condemned 
to misery. Nor did the institution of private property lead to 
security, for the produce of the exertions of labour was not 
secured to the labourer, but was taken from him by the land- 
owner, capitahst, and money-lender. With Bentham, the 
bar to happiness was the ohgarchy, which should be removed 
by democratic reform. With the communist, the bar to happi- 
ness was the proprietor of the means of production, who should 
be discarded for the communist co-operator. The principal 
representatives of social reform based on happiness are Robert 
Owen, William Thompson, and John Gray From about 1828 
the utihtanan doctrine, as one of the principles of communism, 
gradually gave way to a revival of natural law. The social 
critic who accomplished the restoration of Locke was Thomas 
Hodgsldn Also the question of Poor Law reform, which at 
that time became increasingly urgent, contnbuted a good deal 
to the rehabilitation of natural law, the advocates of the old 
Poor Law arguing that men, by renouncing their commumty 
nghts, reserved to themselves, or could not have abandoned, 
the right to existence ; the maintenance of the poor was thus 
guaranteed by the social compact, or by the law of nature. 
Theoretically, natural law formed the hnk of connection between 
the working class social reformer and the Tory who opposed 
the abohtion of the old Poor Laws, while the same doctrine 
separated the socialists from the Benthamites, who worked with 
might and main against the old system of poor rehef 
This outline of the theoretical controversies and their phases 
may serve as an introduction to the following chapters deahng 
with three groups of social critics, viz , (i) the agrarian reformers 
— ^Spence, Ogilvie, and Paine , (2) the communists who received 
the strongest impulse from the French Revolution — ^William 



io6 COMMUNIST AND DEMOCRATIC FERMENT 


Godwin, Colendge, Southey, and the London Corresponding 
Society ; (3) the communists and anti-capitalist critics — ^Hall, 
Owen, Thompson, Ravenstone, Gray, Hodgskin, and several 
anonymous writers, whose criticisms and schemes were connected 
with the rise of the factory system and the unfolding of class 
warfare between Capital and Labour. 

2 — SPENCE, OGILVIE, AND PAINE 

Thomas Spence (b. June 21, 1750, d. September i, 1814), 
the originator of the single-tax reform, was of Scottish origin, 
his father having left Aberdeen, in 1733, for Newcastle, where 
he followed the trade of net-making, shoe-making, and shop- 
keeping Thomas, one of a family of nineteen children, was 
taught by his father, who appears to have been a capable educator 
and a man of wide reading. At first, Thomas learned the trade 
of his father, but on showing some talent for mental work, he 
was given opportunity for reading, and successively became a 
bookkeeper and private tutor. During his leisure hours he must 
have read a good deal of natural law m Locke, Grotms, Blackstonc, 
and others, which studies gained in practical importance by a 
lawsuit then pending between the freemen and the corporation 
of Newcastle. Following the trend of the time the corporation 
enclosed the town moor or common, and let it for agricultural 
purposes. The rental was divided between the members of the 
corporation, to the exclusion of the freemen, whereupon the 
latter brought an action, demanding a share of the rent, since 
the town moor was common A similar lawsuit was pending 
in Durham. The controversies to which these lawsuits gave 
rise decided the future career of the obscure schoolmaster, and 
turned him into a lifelong missionary for land reform on the basis 
of parochial partnership. 

As a member of the Newcastle Philosophical Society he devel 
oped his plan in a lecture delivered on November 8 , 1775, which 
contains all the ideas he propagated to the end of his life. Believ- 
ing that the doctrines of natural law were axioms which everybody 
accepted, he takes it for granted that in the state of nature the 
earth and the fulness thereof were common and that everybody 
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enjoyed equal liberty. The land was as necessary to human exist- 
ence as light, air, and water ; to deprive a man of the land was to 
deprive him of his life. Jurists argued that private property in 
land originated from agreement. No agreement, however, could 
bind posterity, unless it be renewed by each successive genera- 
tion Of such a renewal nobody knew or heard anyihmg 
Besides, civil society did not arise for the purpose of rendering 
the conditions of mankind worse than they were in the natural 
state, but to remove the inconveniencies which had arisen from 
the absence of conscious organisation. Civil society was, indeed 
an agreement between free and equal to guarantee their mutual 
rights and liberties of nature against aggressions and usurpations 
From these premises it might be concluded that the earth was 
still the common heritage of mankind. Yet, the actual condi- 
tions told quite a different tale. The land had been allowed 
to be usurped by comparatively few people, who called themselves 
the aristocracy, and who were actually worshipped as demi-gods 
Another argument in favour of pnvate property was labour 
It was said by Locke that labour bestowed on things was the 
real title to property. That argument held good as to manu- 
factured goods, the manufacturer being their real creator. But 
who could seriously argue that the earth was manufactured 
by the aristocracy ? No ^ It was usurpation on the one hand, 
and Ignorance on the other, which led to the flagrant violation 
of natural law, and to the establishment of the usurpers. An 
enlightened nation, conscious of its natural rights and liberties, 
could resolve to restore the land to its nghtful heirs, and join 
the advantages of the state of nature to those of civil society. 
Public meetings aU over the country would carry such a resolu- 
tion. The people being sovereign would transfer the land to" 
the parishes, for the purpose of erecting not a complete com- 
munist republic, but a mixed state between communism and 
private use — Spence called it later (1798) a state between More’s 
Utopia and Harrington’s Oceana — % e,, where the land belonged 
to the pansh, which would let it to farmers on a moderate rental. » 
The revenues from the rent would form the only tax, from 
which the expenses of the local and central government would be 
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defrayed. No other taxes and duties to be levied. A complete 
democratic constitution in parish, borough, city, and national 
affairs was, as a matter of course, the only one worthy of such 
a commonwealth This republic, based on justice and reason, 
and protected by the virtue and prosperity of large masses of 
farmers against all disturbers of the public peace, as well as by 
a well-trained citizen army against foreign aggressions, would 
endure for ever and ever, serving as a model and an inspiring 
example to all the nations of the earth. That is the substance 
of the lecture and the teachings of Spence, in general. He added, 
in 1800, a new idea to the body of his doctrines, viz, that the 
real struggle was not about forms of government, but for a 
system of society capable of delivenng us from the deadly 
mischief of great accumulations of wealth, which enable a few 
rich unfeehng monsters to starve whole nations.'"^ 

Spence, being an agitator rather than a scholar, published his 
lecture and hawked it himself in the streets of Newcastle at a 
halfpenny a piece. The Philosophical Society, evidently dis- 
gusted with this way of spreading the light of nature and reason, 
cancelled his membership Also his reputation as a teacher 
suffered, for soon after this event the number of his pupils began 
to dwindle. Spence left for London, where he was successively 
a number-carrier, street bookseller, and editor of a democratic 
periodical, Pig's Meat {i 793 ~ 95 )> consisting of extracts from 
various advanced writers, for which he was kept in prison from 
May to December, 1795. He was at the same time implicated in 
the conspiracies of the London Corresponding Society In 1797 
he published a pamphlet, Rtghis of Infants, in 1798 a Con- 
stitution for his Spencean Commonwealth, which consists of two 
parts, the first being a reprint of the French DeclaraUon of the 
Rights of Man and CiHzen, the second a codification of his agrarian 
proposals contained m his Newcastle lecture, adding the new 
provision of female suftage. In 1800 he wrote, in the form ot 
letters to the '' Citizens " of England, The Restorer of Society 
to its Natural State, consisting of a revolutionary formulation 

1 Thomas Spence, Restorer of Society to its Natural State, 1801, 
Letter 14. 
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of his agrarianism and democracy. This publication brought 
him into conflict With the law, and he was sentenced to twelve 
months’ impnsonraent. He was his own counsel, and treated the 
jury to a long and labonous exposition of his theories, reading ail 
his pamphlets and giving a history of his hfe and work. Shortly 
before his death he attempted to publish a new periodical, The 
Gtant Killer y or Anh-Landlord He had a small but very active 
group of adherents, who made themselves noticeable m the 
stormy years from 1816 to 1820 , they were the leaders and 
banner-bearers of all great demonstrations of the working 
classes in London in those years Even m the Chartist Move- 
ment of 1838 and 1839 name of Spence was held dear 
Francis Place, who knew him well and acquired some of his cor- 
respondence, describes him as a man of short stature, not more 
than five feet high, very honest, simple, single-minded, who loved 
mankind, and firmly believed that a time would come when men 
would be virtuous, wise and happy He was unpractical m the 
ways of the world to an extent hardly imaginable ” ^ Spence 
republished his Newcastle lecture several times, in 1796, under 
the title M endian Sun of Liberty or Rights of Man, a new 
edition of which was published by H M. Hyndman in 1882. 

The critical apparatus of natural law used by Spence was 
handled with incomparably greater skill and erudition by 
William Ogilvie (1736-1813) in his Essay on the Right of 
Property in Land (1781) Ogilvie, a professor of humanity 
at the Aberdeen University, and a successful agnculturist, 
was evidently distressed at the sight of the misery, ignor- 
ance, and stagnation of the labounng classes, and regarded 
private property in land as the source of all evil ; the monopoly 
in land, by the operation of which the happiness of man- 
kind had been for ages more invaded and restrained than by 
all the tyranny of kings, the imposture of priests, and the chicane 
of lawyers taken together, though these are supposed to be the 
greatest evils that afflict the societies of human kind ” (§ 28-9). 

1 Place, Add MSS. 27808, Vol. i. Part 3 (British Museum). Cf. 
Quarterly Review, 1817, Mackenzie, History of Newcastle, 1826, 
Davenport, Life of Thomas Spence, i836» 
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The rumblmgs of the French Revolution are distinctly heard in 
that denunciation. Yet Ogilvie was no revolutionist. It is 
natural to the mind, when new ideas arise on important subjects, 
to open itself with fondness to the pleasing impressions which 
they make. Yielding to the seducing enthusiasm, the author has 
been led to speak with freedom of great changes, suddenly to be 
accomplished, as practicable in some cases, and to be desired in 
many. Yet he is well aware that great changes, suddenly accom- 
plished, are always pregnant with danger and evil, and ought, 
on almost no occasion whatever, to be desired or brought forward 
by the friends of mankind. Partial reformation, gradual pro- 
gressive innovation, may produce every advantage which the 
most important and sudden changes can promise, yet without 
incurring those dreadful hazards and those inevitable evils with 
which great and sudden changes are still attended " (Introduc- 
tion). ' 

His critical shafts are, nevertheless, exceedingly keen. The 
earth having been given to mankind in common, every man pos- 
sessed a natural right, an inalienable birthright to an equal share 
m the land. This right could not be renounced by any express or 
tacit compact on man's entering into civil society, and therefore 
could still be claimed. Rude societies, like the ancient German 
tribes, or the Irish up to the sixteenth century, acknowledged it. 
In short, the first maxim of natural law was that every man had 
an equal share in the land. But there was a second maxim of 
natural law, that every one, by whose labour any position of 
the soil has been rendered more fertile, has a right to the addi- 
tional produce of that fertility, or to the value of it, and may 
transfer this right to other men. On the first of these maxims 
depends the freedom and prosperity of the lower ranks. On the 
second, the perfection of the art of agriculture and the improve- 
ment of the common stock and wealth of the community " (§ lo). 
Natural law was destroyed by the progress of trade and com- 
merce or by conquest Municipal (civil) laws took its place and 
confirmed and extended private property and the monopoly in 
land, thereby causing misery to the lower ranks of society. The 
interest of society was completely subordinated to the interest of 
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the land owners, who were permitted to enjoy revenues out of all 
proportion to their services rendered to agriculture or society 
All property ought to be the reward of industry ; ail industry 
ought to be secure of its full reward ; the exorbitant pnvileges 
of the landholder subverted both these principles of good policy 
And whoever enjoys any revenue, not proportioned to such 
industry or exertion of his own or of his ancestors, is a freebooter, 
who has found means to cheat or rob the public, and more especi- 
ally the indigent of that district in which he lives. The heredi- 
tary revenue of a great landholder . . . increases without any 
efforts of his . . . it is a premium given to idleness {§ 39). The 
real problem was, how to abohsh that monopoly and to combine 
the two maxims of natural law, mz., equal share in the land, and 
right of property to the additional value produced by man's 
labour, so as to banish poverty and, at the same time, promote 
improvement of cultivation ? 

Revolutionary as Ogilvie is in his critique, he becomes con- 
servative when dealing with reform propositions. Very little 
remains of man's natural and inalienable right to an equal share 
in the land. The utmost that a propertyless citizen might claim 
was a farm of forty acres for which he was to pay to the landlord 
a rent, fixed by arbitrators, besides “ certain aids and services of 
a feudal nature, so regulated as to produce that degree of con- 
nection and dependence which may be expedient for preserving 
order and subordination in the country without danger of giving 
rise to oppression and abuse " (§ 71, number xv.). The farm or 
allotment thus acquired should be perpetual. The occupier 
should have the nght to transmit it to his heirs or assignees, but 
could not sublet it ; if he sold it to another man who did not 
reside upon it, but annexed it to some other farm, one-tenth part 
of the price or reserved rent should go to the community The 
occupier of such a farm was not given any nght in the commons, 
moors, woodlands, pnvate roads, or other appendages of the 
manor Ogilvie also advocated the appointment of a special 
board, with powers to purchase estates which were in the market 
and might had for a reasonable pnce (twenty-five to thirty 
years' purchase), and divide them into small farms of a single 
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plough only, to be let for a full reserved rent in perpetual 
property. 

Ogilvie's Essay was reprinted in 1838 for the instruction of 
the Chartists, and the following preface appended to it — 

The present reprint is submitted to the public at a time when 
the demands of the labouring classes are beginning to be heard 
from the deep degradation to which they have been submitted 
ever since the Norman Conquest. They will see here the cruelty, 
absurdity and tyranny of man monopolising the labour of thou- 
sands ; and they will also see the means whereby they may 
extricate themselves from so miserable a bondage.'" The editor, 
however, knew nothing of the life of the author, whom he calls 
John Ogilby, who lived about the year 1778 " He also declares 
that the book was then suppressed and the author bribed by the 
government Still, the doctrines contained therein ** are the 
same, unchanged and immutable, and will afford the only remedy 
for the existing miseries and oppressions of the labouring and 
useful classes of England." 

A third edition was published in 1891. 

Thomas Paine (1737-1809), a radical politician and moderate 
social reformer, who, in the present age, would have been a 
respected member of the Liberal Party, sketched in his Agrarian 
Justice (i 795"96) a plan of social reform, based on arguments of 
natural law, particularly of Locke's Civil Government^ part 
second. It may be regarded as the economic supplement to his 
Rights of Man (1791-2), which was written with the purpose of 
refuting Burke's Reflections. The division of society into rich 
and poor, he argues, was the effect of civil government or civil- 
isation. In the natural state, such as the Indians in America 
still presented, there were not to be found any of those spectacles 
of human misery which met the eye in the great cities of Europe. 
On the other hand, the natural state lacked the advantages that 
sprang from agnculture, arts, science, and manufacture. As it 
was not possible for a civilised man to return to the life of an 
Indian and thus to escape nusery, some means must be found to 
bring to him the advantages which he enjoyed in the natural 
state and join them to those of civilisation. And this could be 





SPENCE, OGILVIE, AND PAINE 

effected by accepting the principle of natural law that every 
man and woman was entitled to an equal share in the land* But 
the land in its uncultivated state was of small value. It was 
cultivation and improvement which made it valuable, but at the 
same time made it property of the agricultunst. Still, only the 
improved value was the property of the cultivator, while the 
ground itself belonged to all. Each cultivator owed, therefore, a 
ground-rent to the community The absolute right of property 
m land sprang from identifying the improvement of the land with 
land itself This identification was, in reahty, confusion, and 
ought to be removed, for it had been the source of evil. The 
community as the owner of the land must reclaim the ground- 
rent in the shape of a lo per cent, death duty on estates, and turn 
its revenues into a national fund, out of which should be paid to 
every propertyless person, in compensation for the loss of his or 
her natural nghts, the sum of £15 when arrived at the age of 
twenty-one years, and £10 annually as an old age pension for 
life. The surplus should be used for the upkeep of the blind, 
lame, and incapable. Paine had, in 1792, proposed a similar plan 
of reform. In the second part of the R^gkts of Man, he asked 
for the abohtion of the poor laws, remission of indirect taxation, 
imposition of a surplus tax on the wealthy, out of which a fund 
should be created for the support of the poor, unemployed, and 
old, as well as to defray the cost of popular education. 

Paine's reform plan displeased Spence, who severely criticised 
it in his pamphlet entitled Rights of Infants (1797), charging 
him with tr3nng to sell the birtlinght of the people for a pottage 
of lentils. 


3. — ^WILLIAM GODWIN 

The wealth of ideas created in the simple, rude forges of the 
English mind m the seventeenth century flowed to France, where 
Cartesians and Encyclopaedists endowed them with new ele- 
ments and with espr'it, logic, and grace. Then the reflux began. 
The apparently simple constitutional doctnnes of Locke re- 
appeared in the dazzling shape of Rousseau's Discows sur 
VinigdHe and Contrat Social; the empiricism of Bacon, 


1 
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Hobbes and Locke returned in the machme-like perfection of 
Lamettne's and Holbach's materialism, and English ethics was 
transformed by Helvetms into utilitarianism* 

In the thunder and lightning of the French Revolution the 
English intellectuals eagerly opened their minds to the vanous 
enunciations of the Encyclopaedists, and desired a systematic 
exposition of those theories which appeared to reveal themselves 
as creative fiats. The man who satisfied that desire was William 
Godwin* He was anything but an original social philosopher , 
his mental make-up was that of a first-rate journalist, but his 
intellectual adventures as a nonconformist theologian and un- 
frocked preacher, combined with a rich vocabulary and flowing 
style, enabled him to recast political science for the younger 
generation of fevensh enthusiastic intellectuals Nothing less 
satisfied them than political anarchy, abolition of private pro- 
perty, absolute reign of reason, universal benevolence and joyful 
devotion to social duty and justice. And he supplied it to tliem 
in two quarto volumes for three guineas* What Burke's 
Reflections were for the upper classes, Paine's Rights of Man 
for the masses, that was Godwin's Enquiry Concerning Polit- 
ical Justice (1793) for the intellectuals. Godwin suddenly 
woke up one morning as the most famous social philosopher of 
his time. Youthful poets, like Coleridge, Southey, and Words- 
worth, all of them University students, looked upon their studies 
as a useless dust heap, but read Godwin with avidity. 

Political Justice went through four editions , the fust appeared 
in February, 1793, the second in 1796, the third in 1798, the 
fourth in 1843 at the culmination of Chartism. The most 
characteristic is the first edition, which was written in the heat 
and fever of the French Revolution, and also at the time when 
some of the author’s opinions were still in a ferment, or, as he says, 
The ideas of the author became more and more perspicuous and 
digested as his enquines advanced " (Preface),^ and his enquiries 
advanced during the printing of the book. The second edition 
is more systematic, but m less revolutionary language. In the 
interval between the first and second edition a revolutionary 
' Our references are throughout to the first edition. 
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movement made itself noticeable in London and in the industrial 
centres of Great Britain, initiated by the London Corresponding 
Society, which consisted of workmen, small traders, and intel- 
lectuals, and alarmed the Government Mr. Pitt took at once 
repressive measures and some of Godwin's friends were arrested 
and charged with high treason. Likewise the terror in France 
revealed the fact that revolutions were apt to silence reason and 
philosophy. These circumstances induced Godwin to soften the 
attacks on government and property, to emphasize the evil of 
physical force, and to point, in the most unmistakable manner, 
to reason, persuasion, and argument as the sole instruments 
of social changes. Some critics saw in those emendations a 
betrayal of the cause of justice, but, in reality, Godwin remained 
what he had been, a peaceful revolutionist, peaceful even to the 
point of non-resistance, believing in the omnipotence of reason 
and truth (book 4, chapter 2, section 2 ) ; still, his unmeasured 
invectives against the institutions of government and property 
must have left on the readers of the first edition the impression 
that Godwin had identified himself with the Jacobins and 
levellers. The irritation caused by the second edition was 
aggravated by his pamphlet entitled Constderations on Lord 
Grenville*s and Mr, Pitt's Bills,'' published anon5nnously (by a 
“ Lover of Order ") in 1795, m which he approved of the govern- 
ment's repressive measures and denounced the agitators and 
democrats, i e. his own fnends.x 

In order to understand Godwin it must always be borne in 
mind that he was essentially a Calvinist preacher. His material- 
ism IS inverted Calvinist theology. God is reason ; predestination 
necessity or determinism, Providence causation, the Kingdom 
of God ethical communism. His criticism is one long Noncon- 
formist sermon, vivacious, diffuse, and sometimes powerful, but 
always based on abstract reasoning He held the historical view 
of society as of little use compared with the philosophical view, 
which he considered to be of a higher order and more essential 
importance " {Political Justice, book 2, ch. i). 

Political Justice is divided into eight books. The following 
^Cestre, John Thelwall, p 136; Coleridge, Letters, 1895, L, p 162. 
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thonghts pervade the whole. The human mind in action, or 
human psychology, is a mechanism, a combination of phenomena, 
operating strictly according to the law of causation (b. 4 , ch. 7). 
It has no innate ideas nor good or bad propensities (b i, ch 3), 
but is endowed with the passive capacity of receiving sensations 
which turn into impressions, and with the active faculty of 
reason which turns the impression into thought, the real motor 
force of animal life. On thought depends volition or moral action 
(b. 4, ch 7 and 8). Were the external world based on justice the 
impressions that the mind receives would be good, consequently 
the thoughts and motives good, and vice would be eradicated 
(b. I, ch 3), all the more so as the influence of reflection on man 
is incomparably greater than that of physical factors (b. i, ch* 7). 
Reason is favourable to virtue and is potent enough to overcome 
error* It would thus lead man on the way of perpetual improve- 
ment and perfection , the great series of inventions and dis- 
coveries sufficiently show the perfectibility of man* But govern- 
ment, originating m force and violence, darkens counsel and 
strengthens error, by supporting and defending all those institu- 
tions that are opposed to justice or utility or happiness. It 
perpetuates the alarmingly great inequality of property (b. i, 
ch. 5, b. 8, ch. i), and puts man in chains of authority. It 
thus prevents renovation and checks the operation of reason-— 
the sole legislator All government, no matter what its 
form is, is evil, while society is natural. With Thomas Paine h 
our author is of opinion that government springs from our 
wickedness, society from our wants (b. 2, ch. i). But how 
will society keep together if government, law, and authority 
are abolished ? By equity and the common deliberations on 
general welfare, which is the law of reason. Society can- 
not legislate, but can interpret the inherent law of reason (b. 3, 
ch 5). And this law implies those actions and conditions 
that contribute most to the enlargement of understanding, 
stimulation of virtue, and awakening of the independence of man 
(b. 2, ch. 2). It is the duty of every man to apply his capacities 
to the general welfare. The fulfilment of that duty is virtue — 
^ Thomas Paine, Common Sense, p. i. 
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the sole source of happiness. The sum total of those actions and 
conditions is political justice. 

Having instituted a no-government society, there still remains 
property to be dealt with Indeed, the solution of the question 
of property is the keystone of the system of political justice 
It enables man to leave artificial or coraphcated government- 
society for natural or simple society. Errors with regard to 
wealth preclude the attainment of freedom, virtue, and happiness. 
For private property leads to inequality, and this renders all 
mental improvement impossible. The possession of wealth 
produces vanity, ostentation, depravity, while poverty stunts the 
mind, turns man into a slave, ruins his reason and morality 
The effects of the present distribution of wealth are by far more 
pernicious than those of government, pnestcraft, and lawyers ^ 
They lead men to extol selfishness, teach them to adore their 
oppressors, and to strive after luxuries and vice. Even the 
distribution which to-day is thought to be just is not consistent 
with justice. If a man renders greater service he receives a 
hundred times more than he needs Is this really just ? No ! 
For nobody has a right to superfluities If one man possesses 
ten loaves of bread while another has nothing, justice demands 
that the hungry should get from the former bread enough to 
satisfy his hunger And yet we see to-day superabundance on 
the one hand and privation on the other, without any attempt 
being made to equalise distnbution (b. 8 , ch, i). What magic 
IS there m the pronoun “ my " to overturn the decision of ever- 
lasting truth (b. 2, ch. 2). ** If justice reigned a state of 
equality would prevail Labour would become light as rather 
to assume the appearance of agreeable relaxation and gentle 
exercise. Every man would have a frugal, yet wholesome diet ; 
every man would go forth to that moderate exercise of his corporal 
functions that would give hilarity to the spirits None would be 
made torpid with fatigue, but all would have leisure to cultivate 
the kindly and philanthropical affections and to let loose his 
faculties in the search of intellectual improvement How rapid 
would be the advances of intellect, if all men were admitted into 
^ This IS evidently a reminiscence from Ogilvie’s Essay. 
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the field of knowledge. And the moral progress would bo as 
great as the intellectual The vices which are inseparably joined 
to the present system of property would inevitably expire in a 
state of society where all shaied alike the bounties of nature. 
The narrow principle of selfishness would vanish No man 
being obliged to guard his little store, or provide, with anxiety 
and pain, for his restless wants, each would lose his individual 
existence in the thought of general good No man would be an 
enemy to his neighbour, for they would have no sub3ect of con- 
tention, and of consequence philanthropy would resume the 
empire which reason assigns her/' 

But how would such a distribution of commodities be effected 
in any particular case ? As soon as law was abolished, men 
would begin to inquire after equity, which bids giving to each 
according to his needs " Godwin is not unmindful of the objections 
raised against equality, and he answers them with a series of 
arguments similar to those of Wallace, whose Various Prospects 
evidently impressed him (b, 8, ch. 7). He differs however from 
Wallace on three points. Godwin gives no outline of any 
Utopian scheme, but merely argues that equality, established by 
persuasion and the reasoned consent of all, would endure ; the 
only hint he gives of the form or constitution of his future society 
is when he declares that small societies or aggregates of men were 
preferable to large societies, since on a small surface the waves 
of popular commotion would soon subside. Secondly, Godwin 
does not desire economic co-operation nor any closer communist 
life nor lasting relations between man and woman, his ideal being 
an aggregate of free, independent persons, mainly bent on the 
utmost development of their individuality (b. 8, ch. 6). Finally, 
he has no misgivings whatsoever as to the increase of mankind 
beyond their means of subsistence. The whole question of 
population was to him either too remote a contingency to be 
considered or of no importance in the face of the omnipotence of 
reason. The time would surely come when mind would control 
matter. The reign of reason would not only deal with so trivial 
a matter as increase of population and means of life, but would 
make man immortal (b, 8, ch. 7). The mam task of all who desire 
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to establish political justice was therefore the cultivation of 
reason through independent thinking, free and fearless enquiry 
into all ideas and opinions, and careful education. 

In 1797, Godwin published the Enquirer, a collection of essays, 
two of which are relevant to our subject. One is entitled 
“ Riches and Poverty,"' the other “ Avarice and Profusion " 
In the former he warns against an intemperate use of philosophy, 
and then proceeds to declare that the real evil of poverty was 
not bodily privation, but lack of leisure to cultivate the mind 
Real wealth was leisure. In the other essay he refutes the idea 
that capital, by giving employment to the poor, was their bene- 
factor. The growth of manufactures aggravated the misery of 
the poor by prolonging their working time from eight to ten 
hours, and by fastening the yoke of slavery upon the working 
classes. The rich did not pay the poor, since there was no 
wealth but labour. The only way for the rich to help the 
poor was to take oS their shoulders a part of the burden of 
labour. 

Godwin's communist position was discussed, in 1797, between 
Thomas Robert Malthus and his father ; the latter was favour- 
able to some of its elements, while the former opposed it. The 
result of this discussion was the Essay on the Principle of Popu- 
lation (1798), the most formidable weapon against communism 
and social reform in the first half of the nineteenth century. Its 
main thesis is essentially that of Robert Wallace, whose Various 
Prospects are referred to by Godwm in the following manner : 
** An author who has speculated widely upon subjects of govern- 
ment, has recommended equal, or, which was rather his idea, 
common property, as a complete remedy to the usurpation and 
distress which are at present the most powerful enemies of human 
kind . . . But, after having exhibited this picture, not less 
true than delightful, he finds an argument that demolishes the 
whole and restores him to indifference and despair, in the exces- 
sive population that would ensue." ^ In his argument against 
social reform Malthus goes farther than that : according to him 

^ Wilham Godwin, Pol Justice, book 8. chap. 7 ; Malthus, Essay ^ 
Preface and book 3, chap. 2- 
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there was no need to wait for communism in order to detect the 
law of population, for it was m full operation to-day. 

4. — ^WORDSWORTH, COLERIDGE, SOUTHEY, PANTI- 
SOCRACY 

Carried away by the moving spectacle of the French Revolution 
William Wordsworth hoped to see the reorganisation of society 
on the basis of freedom and justice. He regarded the travails 
of the time as the forebodings of the moral rebirth of humanity, 
and the establishment of Utopia not on some secreted island, 
but in the very world, which is the world of all of us— the place 
where, in the end, we find our happiness or not at all.'' His 
poetic imagination was all aglow and filled his whole being with 
an enthusiasm which seemed to render him capable of any 
sacrifice for the salvation of mankind : — 

“ Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive, 

But to be young was very Heaven I . . . 

I had approached, like other youths, the shield 
Of human nature from the golden side, 

And would have fought even to the death, to attest 
The quality of the metal which I saw . • . 

I began 

To meditate with ardour on the rule 
And management of nations, what it is 
And ought to be , and strove to learn how fai 
Their power or weakness, wealth or poverty, 

Their happmess or misery, depends 
Upon their laws, and fashion of the State.'' 

And when the acts of terrorism began to shake his belief in the 
emancipating mission of the Convention, Godwin's book restored 
his confidence and taught him '' to look through all the frailties 
of the world, and with a resolute mastery . , build social 

upon personal liberty." By Godwin's book " a strong shock 
was given to old opinions , all men's minds had felt its power, 
and mine was both let loose and goaded." ^ 

Samuel Taylor Colendge and Robert Southey, young students 

^Wilham Wordsworth, Prelude, book ii. Cf Leslie Stephen, 
The Enghsh Utihkinans, II , pp, 368-73 
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at Cambndge and Oxford, felt the same shock, wrote hymns on 
the author of Pohhcal Justice, and welcomed the dawn of human 
liberty and equality Projecting their revolutionary sentiments 
on English history both wrote dramas, of which Southey's Wat 
Tyler is the more important. Wat Tyler and John Ball are 
brought on the scene as natural law communists, and Tyler tells 
Piers . — 

"No fancied boundaries of mine and thine 

Restrain our wanderings ! Nature gives enough 
For all ; but Man, with arrogant selfishness, 

Proud of his heaps, hoards up superfluous stores 
Robb'd from his weaker fellows, starves the poor, 

Or gives to pity what he owes to justice 1 " 

And Piers replies : — 

** So I have heard our good friend John Ball preach 

The peasantry sing the song, '' When Adam delved and Eve 
span ; finally, John Ball preaches his sermon on Blackheath. 

Coleridge, not satisfied with hymns, odes, and dramas, proposed 
to Southey, in 1794, the estabhshment of a communist colony, 
where all-equality should reign. “ Pantisocracy I Oh, I shall 
have such a scheme of it 1 My head, my heart, are all alive. I 
have drawn up my arguments in battle array " (Coleridge, 
Letters, 1895, Ip 81). It is not enough to wnte about equality 
and justice, they must be practised “ The heart should have fed 
upon the truth, as insects on a leaf, till it be tinged with the 
colour, and show its food in every minutest fibre. In the 
book of pantisocracy I hope to have comprised all that is good 
m Godwin . . I think not so highly of him as you do ” 

[Ih, p. 91). Southey, less enthusiastic and more cautious of 
communist experiments, for he was the only one among the 
prospective pantisocrats who possessed some property, gradually 
abandoned the whole scheme, whereupon Coleridge wrote to 
him — 

" You are lost to me, because you are lost to Virtue As this 
wiU probably be the last time I shall have occasion to address- 
you, I will begin at the beginning and regularly retrace your con- 
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duct and my own. In the month of June, 1794, I first became 
acquainted with your person and character. Before I quitted 
Oxford, we had struck out the leading featuies of a pantisocracy 
While on my journey through Wales you invited me to Bristol 
with the full hopes of realising it. During my abode at Bristol 
the plan was matured, and I returned to Cambridge, hot in the 
anticipation of that happy season when we should remove the 
selfish principle from ourselves, and prevent it in our children, 
by an abolition of property. , . . But alas ! a short time 
passed ere your departure from our first principles became too 
flagrant . . . Your conversation scorched my throat Your 
private resources were to remain your individual property, and 
everything to be separate except a farm of five or six acres. In 
short, we were to commence partners m a petty farming trade 
[in Wales] This was the mouse of which the mountain Pantiso- 
cracy was at last safely delivered. . . . Thus your system of 
prudentials and your apostasy were not sudden ; these constant 
nibblings had sloped your descent from virtue. . . . My indolence 
you assigned as the reason for your quitting pantisocracy. 
Supposing it is true, it might indeed be a reason for rejecting me 
from the system. But how does this affect pantisocracy, that you 
should reject it ? ” (Coleridge, Letters, 1895, 1 . pp, 137--51). 

However, the time was to come when this fiery apostle of all- 
equality would follow the example of Southey. Before the 
eighteenth century expired the French Revolution was discredited 
and Godwin was sinking into oblivion. Disillusionment and des- 
pair took hold of the spirit and heart of those who had been so full 
of hope, enthusiasm, and exaltation, and sick, weaned out with 
contrarieties, 5uelded up moral questions in despair'" (Wordsworth, 
Prelude, II 304-5), and returned to the institutions of govern- 
ment, law, and authority. Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Southey 
became, in the course of time, the spiritual leaders of the new 
conservatism, imbuing it with a sense of social righteousness and 
love of the people. They are the fathers of the Tory Democracy 
and Christian social reform. Of the anti-capitalist spirit Southey 
possessed the most ; he was an assiduous reader of the socialist 
literature of his time, and one of the keenest and most one-sided 
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cutics of the industrial revolution Some of his Letters from 
England (1807) might have been written by a communist. 
Manufactures appeared to him as the source of misery, depravity, 
and rebellion, threatening England with destruction.^ Coleridge 
worked by fits and starts on a philosophy which was diametri- 
cally opposed to that of the Radicals. And Wordsworth was, 
to the end of his hfe, in sympathy with the social movements of 
the masses. There is a curious utterance reported of him by 
Crabb Robinson : “ I recollect once hearing Mr. Wordsworth 
say, half in joke, half m earnest, ‘ I have no respect for Whigs, 
but I have a great deal of the Chartist in me.' To be sure he 

has."2 

5.— LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY: JOHN THELWALL 

The same agitated period saw the begmnmg of the independent 
political action of the working classes, the London Corresponding 
Society (L.C.S ) forming the preface of its history.^ The pro- 
gramme of the L C S. was democracy and social reform. Its 
founder was Thomas Hardy (1752-1832), a Scotch shoemaker, 
who had come to London from Stirlingshire in the year 1773 
Its intellect was John Thelwall {1764-1834), an orator, poet, and 
journalist of considerable power The LCS. was formed in 
March, 1792, and soon attracted the attention of the democratic 
and revolutionary intellectuals who supplied the working class 
organisations with speakers and lecturers, among them being 
Horne Tooke, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, and John Thel- 
wall. Holcroft and Thelwall were fnends of Godwin, and Thel- 
wall lectured before the working men of London on Godwin's 
“ Political Justice." Hardy was not only moved by the ideas of 
the French Revolution, but by the views which had gathered 

1 Robert Southey, Letters from England (1807), I. 306-8; II. 
139-44, I 47 "^ 5 I » m 132-4* 

* H. C. Robinson, Diary, ed 1872, II , p. 290 

» Francis Place, Add. MSS 27808, 27814 (British Museum) ; 
E. Smith, English Jacobinism, 1881 , State Trials, vols. 24, 25 , 
Graham Wallas, Life of Francis Place, pp. 20-8 , Charles Cestre, 
John Thelwall, 1906. 



134 COMMUNIST AND DEMOCRATIC FERMENT 

round the agitation of Wilkes, Junius,” the American War of 
Independence, Major Cartwright and the Duke of Richmond. 
Also Thomas Spence was very active m the interest of the L C.S , 
two branches of which used to meet in his lodgings in Holborn. 
The connection of the L C.S with the French Convention, their 
attempts to hold, m conjunction with the Scottish Reformers, a 
National Convention at Edinburgh (1793), finally their growing 
and insurrectionary activity among the industrial population of 
London and the Midlands, alarmed the Government Mr. Pitt, 
informed by spies of the turmoil produced by the L.C.S., took 
at once measures for their suppression. In May, 1794, Hardy, 
Horne Tooke, Thelwall, etc , were arrested ; at the same time 
the Government prevailed upon Parliament to agree to the 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act ; and in October, 1794, 
the leaders of the L.C.S. were tned at the Old Bailey 
for high treason. The redoubtable Erskine was chief counsel 
for the defence, and the prisoners were acquitted. John 
Thelwall had prepared a speech m his defence, which, how- 
ever, he had no opportunity of delivering , he published 
it, in 1795, under the title ” Natural and Constitutional 
Rights,” which is a defence of universal suffrage and the 
rights of labour. He ascribed the power of property and mono- 
poly to the fact that the richer classes were represented in Par- 
liament. “ If, once in every .^year, the poor man's vote were as 
important as his employer's, the poor could not be forgotten 
But it is property, we are told, that ought to be represented, 
because by property government is supported. What ^ Does 
property man the navy or fill the ranks of the army ? , Let 
us not deceive ourselves 1 Property is nothing but human labour. 
The most inestimable of all property is the sweat of the poor 
man's brow , the property from which all other is derived, and 
without which grandeur must starve in the midst of supposed 
abundance And shall they who possess this inestimable pro- 
perty be told that they had no nghts, because they have nothing 
to defend ? . . . No 1 Man and not movables is the object of 
just legislation. All, therefore, ought to be consulted where aU 
are concerned, for not less than the whole ought to decide the 
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fate of the whole. And if the few are to be the ultimate organ 
of that decision . . . then only the few are free, the rest are 
helots, bondsmen, slaves. The few, are, in fact, the owners of 
the hfe and liberties and possessions of the many ” (pp. 42-3). 
Thelwall was connected by bonds of friendship with Colendge, 
at least in the last decade of the eighteenth century. They ex- 
changed many letters, m which Colendge took great pains to 
cure Thelwall of his atheism. Both came to despise Godwin, 
although Thelwall remained to the end of his life a democratic 
reformer, while Colendge became one of the formative minds of 
New Torpsm Thelwall delivered the funeral oration at the 
grave of Hardy (October, 1832), and was denoimced by the Gov- 
ernment spy, named Poppay, whom old Cobbett exposed in the 
first Reform Parliament. 

Hardy's last years were, from a financial point of view, not 
happy. He retired in 1815, at the age of sixty-three, from busi- 
ness, with a competency which he reckoned would last him 
another ten years. But Providence ordained otherwise. He 
outlived his resources, and, but for the generosity of Francis 
Place and Sir Francis Burdett, would have had to spend the 
evening of his life in the workhouse and die a pauper's death. 

The L.C.S. constituted a sort of democratic and social reform 
seminary for labour leaders From it issued most of the ideas and 
men that made themselves conspicuous in popular movements 
up to the year 1820. Thomas Evans, leader of the Spenceans 
in the fateful years 1816-18, Colonel Despard (executed foi 
high treason in 1805), John Gales Jones, later a supporter of 
Owen, Francis Place, and many others received their education, 
or impulses, from the L C.S The United Irishmen, when pre- 
paring for the insurrection, entered into communication with its 
leaders. 

By the Corresponding Act, 1799, which prohibited all com- 
munication between political societies, the L.C.S was sup- 
pressed, but it had alrfedy done its work ; the movement had 
spread to Lancashire and Yorkshire, 
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6. — CHARLES" HALL 

The sources of information concerning the life of Charles Hall 
are but few and scanty Even the years of his birth and dealli 
are uncertain. It is only known that he published his book, 
Effects of Ctvthsahon, in 1805, m the preface of which he 
relates that he practised as physician in the West of England. 
In the last years of his life he made the acquaintance of John 
Minter Morgan, a Christian Owenite, who left a few notes about 
him. Hairs book,'" says Morgan, “ contains an able analy- 
tical examination of the errors of the existing system. The 
author was in very reduced circumstances ; his work was pub- 
lished without funds to make it known. ... Dr Hall reached 
the age of eighty years, but he died in the Rules of the Fleet 
Prison, where I frequently saw him , occasionally, when he 
could obtain a day-rule, he dined at my chambers ; his conver- 
sation was particularly animated and intelligent ; although 
learned in the classics, he was more distinguished for attainments 
in natural philosophy. He had friends who would have released 
him from prison, but he was confined through a lawsuit, as he 
considered, unjustly ; and rather than permit the money to be 
paid, he had resolved to remain incarcerated for life,'"^ In the 
collection of Francis Place, there are two letters written by Hall 
to Thomas Spence. In one of the letters, dated Tavistock, 
August 25, 1807, he writes that he was nearly seventy years of 

age, a widower, and father of eight sons and two daughters ; his 
intention was to leave the country for London and get rooms at 
Furnival Inn.^ From the reminiscences of Morgan and the letter 
to Spence it may be inferred that Hall was born about 1740, and 
died about 1820. 

Hall’s book ^ is evidently based on personal observations of 
the effects of the Industrial Revolution in particular, and piivate 

1 J M Morgan, Hampden tn the Ntnefbenth Century, 1834. L, 

pp. 20-1. 

* Place, Add. MSS. 27808 (British Museum). 

»Only the second edition, published by J. M. Morgan m 1850, 
15 extant, and here quoted or referred to 
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property in general, but it also shows distinct traces of wide 
reading m economic and socialist hterature, particularly Adam 
Smith, David Hume, Thomas Paine, and Godwin. The author 
is a determined opponent of manufacture, trade, and conamerce, 
and regards agriculture as the most useful and beneficial occupa- 
tion. He elaborates the doctrine of the antagonistic interests 
between the capitalist and working class, a doctrine found in 
embryo in Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations (book i, ch. 8), but 
developed to a revolutionary stage by Hall, who was the first 
socialist to make a statistical attempt at demonstrating the 
enormous injustice of profit, which he regards as a wholly illegit- 
imate deduction from the produce of labour and the natural 
reward of labour. 

Hall's position in the history of socialism is an intermediary 
one between natural law or ethical socialism and proletarian 
or revolutionary socialism. It is the first interpretation of the 
voice of rising Labour 

Following, evidently, Thomas Paine, Hall defines civihsation 
as that state of society in which, on the one hand, science, know- 
ledge, trade, and manufacture flourish, while, on the other hand, 
the large majority of the population is poor, or sinking into 
poverty, and therefore excluded from enjoying its advantages. 
It is a state opposed to natural and simple life, where there is 
neither riches nor misery. The division of society into nch and 
poor is, for the social investigator, the most striking mark of 
civihsation The life of the poor is short, hard, and deprived of 
all bodily and mental care. No government thinks it worth 
while to examine into their conditions, though they form the 
large majority of the population. It was mainly the establish- 
ment of manufactures that brought about this state of things, 
and is now aggravating it by withdrawing the mass of the popu- 
lation from agnculture, and thus starving the land of the neces- 
sary labour. The results are scarcity of agricultural produce 
and continual rise of the cost of living, which reduce the purchas- 
ing power of the wages and further depress the condition of the 
poor (pp. 25-37). 

The motor power of these changes is wealth or capital. Econ- 
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omists have hitherto looked upon it from one side only ; they 
have but seen its workings and effects on production, and have 
neglected to investigate it with regard to its effects on the 
structure and welfare of society. In this rdle it reveals itself as a 
tremendous political power. Wealth is pre-eminently power ; 
in it resides the real sovereignty of the nation. It has the absolute 
command of the labour of those who are propertyless. Tins 
power of the nch is as strong and effective as that of the most 
despotic monarch, and probably more so. To condemn so many 
to the mines, to confine such numbers to such nauseous, irksome, 
unwholesome, destructive employments in factories and work- 
shops, is more than equal to any kingly power on earth (pp. 39-40) . 
The possessors of wealth govern the distribution of the whole 
produce of labour and the lion's share falls to them. The so- 
called contract of labour is a sham, since the poor have only the 
choice between starvation or slavery (pp. 58-9). The interests 
of Capital and Labour, of the non-producers and the producers, 
are absolutely opposed to each other. The acquisition of the 
one is the spoliation of the other What the possessor has the 
non-possessor is deprived of. The situation of the rich and the 
poor, like the algebraic terms plus and minus, are m direct 
opposition to, and destructive of each other " (pp. 53-4). If 
every one had an allotment of land from which he could live and 
on which he could fall back in times of need, the accumulation of 
the few could have no such mjurious effect on the masses, for there 
being no destitute the nch would be unable to force anybody 
to work for them at their discretion. Wealth, without labour 
to fertihse it, represents a harmless heap of goods, giving no 
power to its possessor. It is, then, the poverty of the many that 
results in the despotism of the capitalists. Altogether, manu- 
facturers are the cause and symptom of the poverty of the masses, 
they render them more ignorant and barbarous and weaken the 
nation. 

How is wealth produced and distributed ? Trade and com- 
merce consist in buying and selhng articles already produced by 
the poor, and gaining a profit on them. These goods are all the 
products of the hands of the workmen, from whom they are 
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bought for less than their full value, else a profit could not be 
realised The tradesman shares or takes part of the fruits of the 
labour of the poor. The means enabhng tradesmen to share in 
the product of labour is their capital, from which they furnish 
materials and immediate subsistence to the artificers to work on 
This loan of capital to the workman is supposed to give the 
capitalists the right to direct the distribution of the produce 
(p 56-7). How the distnbution is accomplished, the following 
data may help us approximately to ascertain . The rent of ail lands 
in England about twenty years before was supposed by Adam 
Smith and others to have been twenty millions , since that time 
the amount of rent had considerably increased , the rapid rise of 
rent in the last thirty years was a well-known fact. Smith also 
supposed that the rental represented one-third of the value of the 
produce Dr Grey, in his late treatise on the income-tax, esti- 
mated the value of agricultural produce to amount to £112,000,000. 
The amount of exported manufacture according to Mr. Pitt's 
statement was the previous year (1804) about £50,000,000, 
the home consumption was supposed to be treble the foreign 
The total produce of labour m agriculture and manufactures was 
therefore £312,000,000 The labouring population forms eight- 
tenths of the whole , supposing their families to consist of five 
persons each, in a nation consisting of ten millions there will be 
1,600,000 working men’s families , the average annual income 
of such a family is £25 This multiplied by the number of 
families give a total wage bill of £40,000,000. 

Result • Eight-tenths of the population — or the large majority 
who produce all the wealth — ^receive one-eighth of it, while two- 
tenths who produce nothing receive seven-eighths of the pro- 
duced wealth. 

Or, a working man labours seven days for the capitalist, and 
one day m eight for himself, wife, and children (pp 94-6). 

" Sic VOS non vobis melhficatis, apes , 

Sic VOS non vobis fertis aratra, boves.**i 

The sum total of civilisation is to enable a few of mankind to 

1 You make the honey, but not for yourselves, bees , 

You make the land fruitful, but not for yourselves, oxen. 
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attain all possible enjoyments both of mind and body that they 
are capable of, but at the expense of the bulk of mankind, by 
which a great proportion of them are destroyed, and the remainder 
stunted in body and mind All this is brought about m a regular, 
orderly, silent manner, under specious forms, with the appearance 
of law, order, and liberty, and even charity. 

Wealth which is so injurious to national life is also the principal 
cause of one of the most fateful international calamities — viz. 
war, the objects of which are to increase trade and territory or 
to stifle internal revolutionary movements provoked by the 
infinite lust of the rich for power. The education given by the 
rich to the children of the poor is calculated to impart to them a 
warlike spirit ; the books they read are little else than a glonfica- 
tion of bloodshed , the most destructive battles are called brilliant 
and glorious, but the horrid spectacle presented by the '' field of 
glory,” the day or the night after the battle — the mangled 
carcases, the groans of the dying, the ghastly aspect of the 
hospitals full of wounded and dying, are not mentioned. How 
overwhelming then must be the power of wealth that it is able 
even to extinguish the light of reason and morality, to suppress 
the feelings of the human heart, ^ and cause man to slaughter his 
fellow-man I 

This state of things was not brought about by the express 
design or contrivance of any set of men, but was the result of 
forces working unconsciously. The division of the land into large 
dominions, and the inequality consequent upon that division, 
gave to the rich an absolute power over the non-possessors, whom 
they use for the purpose of increasing the stock of wealth. 
Pnvate property in land led to manufactures, trade, and com- 
merce, by which the poor are made poorer still, and the small 
possessors are deprived of the little they possess and thrown into 
poverty. 

The division of the land being thus the original cause of the 
evil, the reform of society must evidently start by removing the 
cause. The land, therefore, should be nationalised and settled 
with small farmers. The land to be restored to the nation, and 
the nation to the land Agriculture should be the main occupa- 
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tion of all. Of the sciences and arts only those should be pre- 
served and promoted that are necessary foi the prosperity of 
agricultural pursuits. 

The significance of HalFs book is, however, not to be sought in 
its reform schemes, which are evidently nothing else but an 
elaboration of the sentimental reaction against industrial progress. 
Its place m the history of socialist thought is assured to it by its 
critical part, in which the rising opposition of the working classes 
against the factory system found so keen an expression. It is 
the edge-like sharpness and mathematical precision of the nascent 
class antagonism which makes it into a herald of the approaching 
revolutionary period. At first the book remained unheeded 
It was published m the year of Trafalgar and m the midst 
of internal inaction. The youth of the nation, the strong 
and adventurous, were either in the army and navy or 
profitably employed in the factories, mines, and commer- 
cial houses ; glory and prospenty kept them quiet. The course 
of the French Revolution and the repressive measures of Mr. Pitt 
either damped the ardour of the intellectuals or brought them 
back to a more conservative frame of mind. Hall's book fell 
fiat or was regarded as a paradox by the few papers which thought 
it worth while mentioning or reviewing it.^ These reviews had 
only the effect of calling the attention of Thomas Spence to 
Hall as a feUow-labourer. He sent him his Newcastle Lecture 
and other pamphlets and asked for his opinion. Hall at first 
rephed with a few polite commonplaces, but after having been 
urged again and again to speak freely. Hall told Spence that his 
scheme was worth little, since it left capital and wage labour 
untouched. The capitahst system was so complicated and 
injurious an arrangement that it could not be mended, but must 
be completely abolished.^ 

Hall's book is also mentioned by George Mudie, an Owenite 

* Monthly Review, 1806, Vol. 51 ; Monthly Magazine, May, 1807. 

^ Place, Add. MSS. 27808 Reply of Hall to Spence, June 7, 
1807 ; Letters of Spence to Hall, June 28, Aug. 13, 1807 ; Reply of 
Hall, Aug. 25, 1807. 
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and lonmalist, in the Economist (1820-1, No. 4), who points out 
that Hall had not taken sufficient account of the evil of com- 
petition, and that the remedy was not a return to simpler con- 
ditions, but co-operation. 

On the whole it would appear that in socialist and lefoim 
circles the book was read. 



Ill 

STORM AND STRESS 


I. — ^REBELLIONS OF LABOUR 

Once a communist, always a communist. This applies, as far as 
social criticism is concerned, to Robert Southey. His Letters 
from England, published two years after Hall’s book, contain 
as destructive and one-sided a criticism of the new industrial 
era as the Effects of CimhsaUon Southey only saw the poverty 
of the masses and he argued that, “ if religion were out of the 
question, it would have been better for them (the lower classes) 
to have been born among savages than m a civilised country, 
where they are in fact the victims of civilisation ” {Letters, I , 
pp 306-8). This is curiously reminiscent of Hall. The wealth 
which the new era brought in its tram was not equally and 
healthfully distributed through the whole system ; it sprouts 
into wens and tumours, and collects in aneurisms which starve 
and palsy the extremities ” (76 , II , p. 147) It needed the pen 
of a Dante to descnbe the horrors of the Manchester factories 
(76 , II , pp 139-44) The result of that system would be a 
violent revolution. The introduction of machinery in an old 
manufactunng country always produces distress by throwing 
workmen out of employ, and is seldom effected without riots 
and executions ... A manufactunng population is always 
npe for noting They have no local attachments ; the persons 
to whom they look up for support they regard more with envy 
than with respect, as men who grow rich by their labour ; they 
know enough what is passing in the political world to think 
themselves politicians. . . . Governments who found their 
l^osperity upon manufactures sleep upon gunpowder. . . 

If the manufacturing system continues to be extended, in- 
areasmg as it necessarily does the number, the misery, and the 
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i^pravity of the poor, I believe that a revolution must come, 
and in the most fearful shape. And the tendency of the present 
system is to lessen the middle classes and to increase the lower 

ones'' (/ 6 ., II., p. 157. HI., pp. 132-3)* 

Three years later the Edinburgh Rmew diagnosed the condition 
of the nation in no less gloomy colours. The great body of the 
nation appears to us to be divided into two violent and most 
pernicious factions : the courtiers who are almost for arbitrary 
power ; and the democrats who are almost for revolution and 
republicanism. ... If the two opposite parties are once 
permitted to shock together in open conflict, there is an end to 
the freedom and almost to the existence of the nation. In the 
present crisis, we have no hesitation in saying, it is to the popular 
side that the friends of the constitution must turn themselves. 
If the Whig leaders do not first conciliate and then restrain the 
people ; if they do not save them from their leaders they are 
already choosing in their own body ... the Constitution itself, 
the Monarchy, and the Whig aristocracy will, in no long time, be 
swept away. . . The nation is on fire at the four corners. , , . 
That the number of democrats is fast increasing with a visible 
and dangerous rapidity, any man may satisfy himself by the 
common and obvious means of information. It is a fact which 
he may read legibly in the prodigious sale, and still more pro- 
digious circulation of Cobbett's Register, and several other weekly 
papers of the same description ; he may learn it in every street 
of the manufacturing and populous towns in the heart of the 
country. . . . The storm is most evidently brewing over our 
heads at this moment, and if it cannot be dispersed before it 
bursts upon them, we do not know where is our chance of being 
saved from destruction." ^ 

And the storm burst. First in the form of Luddism. The in- 
furiated workmen destroyed machinery. In March, 1812, Par- 
liament passed a law for the protection of machinery, punishing 
Luddite actions with death, and in the second week of January, 
x8i 3, eighteen workmen died on the gallows at York.^ Lold 

* Edinburgh Review, i 8 io. 

• Henry Brougham, Life and Times, II., pp. 76-7. 
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Byron, who had opposed that law in the House of Lords, evi- 
dently regarded this movement as one for freedom, and composed, 
in December 1816, the following song of the Luddites : — 

As the Liberty lads o’er the sea 
Bought their freedom, and cheaply, with blood. 

So we boys, we 

Will die fighting, or live free, 

And down with all Kings but King Ludd I 

& 

** When the web that we weave is complete 
And the shuttle exchanged for the sword, 

We will fling the winding sheet 
O'er the despot at our feet. 

And dye it deep m the gore he has pour'd. 

Though black as his heart its hue, 

Since his veins are corrupted to mud. 

Yet this IS the dew. 

Which the tree shall renew 
Of liberty, planted by Ludd ! " 

Quite different from the attitude of the rebellious aristocrat was 
that of the fighting democrat, William Cobbett. Though in his 
cheap weekly edition of the Register, begun in the autumn, 1816, 
he represented Labour as the creator of all wealth and the foun- 
dation of the State {Political Register, November 2, 1816), he soon 
appealed to the Luddites to desist from destroying machinery, 
and to join, instead, the movement for Parliamentary reform 
Not machinery, but oligarchic rule, the debased state of currency, 
the heavy load of taxation consequent upon the enormous ex- 
penditure for war, pensions and sinecures, borough-mongering 
and Jewish Stock Exchange jobbery, were at the bottom of the 
misery of the working classes. These evils could only be removed 
by a popularly elected Parliament {Ih , November 30, 1816) 
Indeed, soon after Waterloo, Radicals began to revive the demo- 
cratic traditions of the years from 1760 to 1794, and to undertake 
the political education of the working classes The City of London 
became again one of the foci of Liberal thought, and on December 
9, 1816, the Common Council told the Prince Regent that the 
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Govemmeni was corrupt and wasteful, and that the late war was 
unjust and senseless. Following Cobbctt's cheap Register, a 
Radical and popular press, mostly weeklies, appeared, such as 
Black Dwarf, John Wade's Gorgon, Carlile’s Republican 
An alliance between the middle and working classes was being 
formed ; Cobbett, Hunt, Major Cartwright, Sir Francis Burdett, 
took the lead, and the working men, abandoning sporadic revolts, 
which only led to executions and to the suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, joined the Hampden Clubs, the first of which was 
formed at Westminster in 1812. This club was, however, 
exclusively for rich reformers, while the Hampden Clubs formed 
after the war bore a popular character, and demanded not only 
Universal Suffrage and the abolition of the Corn Laws, but also 
the abrogation of the Combination Acts 
While Cobbett and Hunt were beginning to dominate the 
popular platforms, a writer of vastly superior intellectual and 
literary powers was meditating upon the problems of the time — 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge composed his Lay Sermons. He 
retraced the progress of things from 1792 to 1813, when the tide 
was at its height . . . and the ebb from its first turn to the dead 
low-water mark of the last quarter," i.e., end of 1816, and then 
generalised the events under the following heads : " Fluctuations 
in the wages of labour, alternate privation and excess, consequent 
improvidence, and, over all, discontent and a system of factious 
confeder.acy — ^these form the history of the mechanics and lower 
ranks of our cities and towns. In the country a peasantry sink- 
ing into pauperism, step by step, with the rise of the farmer's 
profits and indulgences." The trading and huckstering spirit 
predominated everywhere, and to excess within its own sphere. 
How should this state of things be remedied ? First, as to agri- 
culture: This "requires principles essentially different from 
those of trade." A gentleman ought not to regard his estate as a 
merchant his cargo, or a shopkeeper his stock. The marketable 
produce of the land ought to be made a subordinate considera- 
tion to the living and moral growth that was to remain on the 
land — ^a healthful, callous-handed, but high-hearted tenantry, 
twice the number of the present landless, parish-paid labourers. 
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** Our manufacturers must consent to regulations ; our gentry 
must concern themselves in the education as well as in the 
instruction of their natural chents and dependents , naust regard 
their estates as secured indeed from all human interferences by 
every principle of law and pohcy, but yet as offices of trust, with 
duties to be performed, in the sight of God and their country. Let 
us become a better people, and the reform of ail public griev- 
ances . . . will follow of itself . . . Let us palliate where we 
cannot cure, comfort where we cannot relieve ; and for the rest 
rely upon the promise of the King of Kmgs by the mouth of His 
Prophet, * Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters/ ^ 

This was the first voice of Christian Socialism. 

2. — STRIKES AND DEMONSTRATIONS 
Andrew Ure, in his Philosophy of Manufactures, goes to 
the root of strike movements when he declares that the concen- 
tration of industry brought them in its tram. The textile 
manufactures consist of two distinct departments ; one earned 
on by multitudes of small, independent machines belonging to 
the workmen ; another carried on by concentrated systems of 
machinery, the property of the masters. The workmen of the 
first class being scattered over a wide tract of country, and being 
mutual competitors for work and wages, can seldom conspire 
with one another, and never with effect against their employers 
. . . The operatives of the other class are necessanly associated 
m large bodies, and have no capital sunk m machinery and work- 
shops. When they choose to strike they can readily join in the 
blow, and by stopping they merely suffer a loss of wages for the 
time, while they occasion to their master loss of interest on his 
capital, his rent, his taxes, as well as injury to the delicate moving 
parts of metallic mechanism by inaction in our humid chmate ^ 
As soon as the textile industry reached a sufficient degree of 
concentration the struggle between Capital and Labour began, 

^ S T. Colendge, Lay Sermons (m Constitution of Church and State), 
1830, pp. 414-30 

* A Ure, Philosophy of Manufactures, Bohn's Library edition, 
1861, p. 281. 
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and that was at the commencement of the nineteenth century 
Both parties soon formed separate and mutually hostile organi- 
sations, and by 1810 the North of England was in the throes of 
large stnke movements, the cotton spinners and miners leading. 
Sporadic turn-outs occurred in the following years, which 
culminated m the great Lancashire strike of 1818, the textile 
workers fighting not only for higher wages, but for factory legis- 
lation, and particularly for the regulation of female and child 
labour. From Lancashire the movement spread to Scotland, 
where the weavers, taught by their English brethren, formed 
trade organisations and entered with zest into the struggle. 

These agitations, occurring at a time of pohtical crisis, drew 
the trade unionists into the vortex of radical reform. Hunt and 
Cobbett fraternised with the trade union leaders ; the organised 
workmen formed the bulk of their audiences or readers, and even 
the female workers formed Female Reform Associations, at whose 
meetings not only the thoughts and vigorous utterances of Cobbett 
were repeated, but also the particular demands of Labour found 
expression. On July 5, 1818, the Female Reform Association of 
Blackburn held a mass meeting of working people of both sexes, 
in which a woman was the chief speaker. The meeting carried 
the following characteristic resolution : — 

By means of the improvement of machinery, the means of 
producing most articles of agriculture and manufacture have 
been increased in an astonishing degree ; it necessarily 
follows that the industrious labourer ought to have a far greater 
quantity of produce than he had previous to those improvements ; 
instead of which, by means of taxation and restrictive laws he is 
reduced to wretchedness. Borough-mongering and tyranny 
must be exterminated. If this is not done, thousands of our 

' " It IS well known that the seeds from whence these troubles 
have sprung up, first began to vegetate amongst the weavers of 
Lancashire, in the latter end of 1799 and the beginning of 1800, 
changmg the aspect of the manufacturmg districts from that of 
wealth, peace, and godliness to that of complaint against masters, 
murmurs against ministry, and a general cry foi peace 1 
against the war with France (W. Radclifie, Ongin of the New System 
of Manufacture, 1827, p. 73) 
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countrymen must starve m the midst of plenty. No man can 
have a nght to enjoy another man’s labour without his consent 
And we do contemplate with horror the many placemen and 
pensioners, whilst at the same time we live in poverty, slavery, 
and misery. We protest against those un]ust and unnatural 
regulations — the Com Laws and the Combination Acts We 
demand Universal Suffrage, annual Parliaments, and the ballot 
A week later the men of Birmingham assembled in public 
meeting, and, as protest against borough-mongering and the 
restricted franchise, elected ” Major Cartwright and Sir Charles 
Wolseley to Parliament. The culminating point of these de- 
monstrations was Peterloo (August i6, i8ig), which led to the 
Six Acts, and put a stop to the public agitation in England. In 
Scotland, however, the agitation went on at an accelerating pace. 
Enghsh Radicals from the South and trade union leaders from 
Lancashire and Yorkshire won the ear of the Scottish working 
men and tradespeople, particularly of Paisley, Glasgow, and Car- 
hsle, and formed unions m most of the manufactunng districts. 
The devil seems to have come among us unchained,” wrote 
Sir Walter Scott at that time to one of his correspondents, and 
bellowing for his prey. In Glasgow, Volunteers drill by day and 
Radicals by night, and nothing but positive military force keeps 
the people under.” The workmen had formed societies, and were 
led by the cleverest and most impertinent fellows, “ bell-wethers 
in every sort of mischief.” ^ In March, 1820, considerable unrest 
and alarm began to prevail in Scotland, and on Apnl 2 the alarm 
grew into extreme anxiety by a proclamation, posted on the 
walls of many houses m the commercial and manufacturing 
centres, calhng upon the people to close their factories and work- 
shops, and to desist from work until Universal Suffrage was 
granted ” Equality of rights (but not of property) ” was the 
cry. The proclamation, which the authonties considered as 
” highly seditious and treasonable,” was signed by ” The Com- 
mittee for Organisation of a Provisional Government.” Many 
workmen obeyed the appeal and struck work. At Paisley, Glas- 

^ Black Dwarf, July 14, 1818, 

» Sir Walter Scott. Famthar Letters, II , p. 78. 
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gow, Carlisle, and m the colliery district the strike was all but 
general. Small bands of people took up arms, but only at Bonny- 
muir did some of them come in contact with a military detach- 
ment. After a short skirmish the insurgents suffered defeat , 
many of them were wounded, and nineteen made prisoners. 
Numerous arrests m other parts of the country soon put an end 
to the rising. In July and August the prisoners were brought to 
trial for high treason, and many of them found guilty, but only 
three, among them being Andrew Hardie, a forebear of Mr. 
James Keir Hardie, suffered the extreme penalty. 

3 — THE SPENCEANS 

In 1812 Thomas Spence formed an association of his adherents 
and fnends, who became known later as Spencean Philanthropists. 
This association consisted of four groups of ten persons each, 
all of them skilful propagandists and agitators, who by their 
organising activities created the impression that they were 
controlling the whole working class democratic movement in the 
metropolis. The most prominent members were Thomas 
Evans, a traces-maker, who after the death of Spence became 
the literary mouthpiece of the Spencean doctrines ; Thomas 
Preston, a leather worker ; John Hooper, a labourer ; Dr. James 
Watson, physician ; and Arthur Thistlewood, later of Cato Street 
fame. Evans had been a member of the London Corresponding 
Society and its secretary in 1798 when the whole Executive were 
arrested and kept in prison, without any trial, for nearly three 
years. . In 1816 he published a pamphlet entitled ChnsUan 
Policy, which went through a second edition in the same year. 
It IS devoted to a demonstration of the necessity of a reform or 
rather revolution of property by giving back the land to the 
people as the only means of removing the distress caused by the 
war. The people in possession of the land would become con- 
sumers of industrial commodities, and extended consumption 
would promote production. Instead of a revolution in the laud 
system the ruling classes were treating the poor with Malthus's 
theory that they had no claim whatsoever to the smallest portion 
of food, ** and, in fact, had no business to be where they are.'' 
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Also, the whole foreign policy was wrong. The Napoleonic Wars 
had only served the interests of Russia, which had become over- 
whelmingly powerful by swallowing Poland — the granary of 
Europe The nght policy would have been an alliance 
between England and France with the purpose of checking 
Russia. 

The same author pubhshed, probably in 1817, another pamphlet 
entitled Christian Policy in full practice among the people of 
Harmony, a town in the State of Pennsylvania ... to 
which are subjoined a concise view of the Spencean system of 
Agrarian Fellowship, and some observations on the manifest 
similarity between the principles of the system and the truly 
practical and Christian establishment of the Harmomtes It 
contains a description of the communist colony of the Rappists, 
which Robert Owen bought up seven years later. 

While Evans was spreading the socialistic doctrmes of his 
master, the other Christian philanthropists were busily engaged 
in organising popular demonstrations for political and social 
reform. They were the organisers of the Spa Fields meetings 
(November-December, 1816), which led to rioting and to the 
high treason trial agamst Dr. Watson and his son, Preston, 
Hooper, and Thistlewood Their acquittal was due to the 
advocacy of Sir Charles Wetherell, who m a severe cross-examina- 
tion exposed the chief witness for the Crown as a spy. In March, 
1817, Parliament carried a Bill for the suppression of clubs and 
associations known as Spenceans or Spencean Philanthropists, 
for they were aiming at the confiscation and division of the lands 
as well as at the repudiation of the national debt. Parliament 
at the same time renewed the Corresponding Act, 1799, which 
prohibited all communication between political societies. Of 
the Spenceans only Thistlewood remained active. For a defama- 
tion of Lord Sidmouth he was sent to prison for twelve months 
After his release he was active more than ever for reform, but 
his past experience and the events on the St Peter’s Fields in 
Manchester (Peterloo) caused him to abandon all peaceful 
methods, and with the help of Government spies he organised 
the Cato Street conspiracy, for which he and four of his fellow- 
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conspirators paid with their lives on the gallows at Newgate, 
on May i, 1820. 

Peterloo, Bonnymuir, and Cato Street closed one of the most 
agitated and terrible and at the same time mentally most active 
and prolific decades in British history. The chaotic fires of 
popular rebellions and aspirations, in passing through 4he pre- 
ternatural imagination of Percy Bysshe Shelley, flamed up in 
fury and splendour in Queen Mab,'' '' Poems of the Time,” 
and ” Prometheus Unbound.” The baffling problems of the 
Economic Revolution and financial distresses excited the logical 
and concentrated thought of David Ricardo. The new conditions 
of the working classes found in Robert Owen a reformer of excep- 
tional energy and constancy. All men of understanding were 
searching for knowledge of social affairs, the modes of distribu- 
tion of the national income, the cause and cure of the nation. 
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I — PATRICK COLQUHOUN 

The first writer who attempted to satisfy the desire of the 
educated classes for information concerning the new economic 
conditions of the country was Patrick Colquhoun. As a trained 
jurist, mimicipal administrator, director of commercial enterprises, 
and London magistrate, he possessed the requisite knowledge 
and opportunity for such a work The circle of his friends and 
acquaintances included Adam Smith, Robert Owen, and probably 
also David Ricardo. As a loyal supporter of the Government 
and staunch adherent of the existing order he had access to con- 
temporary State documents. In possession of these advantages 
he wrote his TreaU^e of the Wealth, Power, and Resources of the 
British Empire, published in 1814, in which he gave a statistical 
account of the population, agriculture, manufactures, commerce, 
and distribution of the national income among the various classes 
of the United Kingdom and the British Colonies in 1812. A 
second edition appeared m 1815, so great was the curiosity of the 
nation with regard to its economic position. 

But even apart from this legitimate curiosity the thought of 
the nation became increasingly economic. The industrial 
revolution appeared to reveal the new truth that the basis of 
society was economic rather than philosophical or spiritual 
The idealists lamented the new turn which mental speculations 
were taking. Absorbed in the contemplation of material 
objects,” lamented Isaac DTsraeli, ” and rejecting whatever does 
not enter into their own restricted notions of utility, these old 
anthmetical seers, with nothing but millions in their imaginations, 
. . . value the intellectual toils of library and studio by the 

law of supply and demand. In their commercial, agricultural, 
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and manufacturing view of human nature . • . they confine 
the moral and physical existence of man in tables of population. 
Planning and levelling society down to their carpentry of human 
nature, they would yoke and harness the loftier spirits to one 
common and vulgar destination. Man is considered only as he 
wheels on the wharf, or as he spins m the factory But man as 
a recluse being of meditation, or impelled to action by more 
generous passions, has been struck out of the system of our 
Political Economists.'' 

Colquhoun's treatise was the book of revelation after which 
the nation thirsted. It gave statistical tables and glowing des- 
criptions of the new wealth of the country. But also the critical 
socialist found in it what he wanted. In fact, the book may be 
regarded as one of the most important bases of economic and 
socialist researches and criticisms during the Ricardian and 
Owenite period. This applies particularly to its tables on the 
distribution of the national income.^ The socialist interpreta- 
tions of Colquhoun's distnbution tables played in working class 
agitation of those times a r 61 e similar to that of Mr. Chiozza 
Money's Riches and Poverty in our time, 

Colquhoun was fuUy acquainted with the revolutionary 
movements. As London magistrate since 1792 he studied the 
doings and proclamations of the Corresponding Society and the 
revolutionary intellectuals. He appears to have had a hand in 
the composition of the secret reports with which the Government 
justified, in Parliament, the measures they proposed for checking 
those movements He also knew his Adam Smith and told his 
readers ^that labour was the source of wealth. “ Millions of 
individuals," he declares, " pass through life without being aware 
that the food, clothing, and the other conveniences and comforts 
which they enjoy, proceed entirely from the labour of the people 
employed in agriculture, mines and minerals, in manufactures 
and handicrafts, in trade, commerce, navigation, and fisheries 
It is by the labour of the people , • . that all ranks of the 

^Life of Robert Owen, 1857, I , pp 150, 125-7 ; J. Gray, Lecture 
on Human Happiness, 1825 , Midland Representative, June 25, 1831 , 
Bray, Labour's Wrongs, 1839^ P* 85. 
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community in every condition of life annually subsist ; and it is 
by the produce of this labour alone that nations become powerful 
in proportion to the extent of the surplus which can be spared 
for the exigencies of the State/' The people who produced all 
these things were poor, and it was-quite true that every State 
is supported by the poverty of the community composing the 
body pohtic. Without a large proportion of poverty there could 
be no riches, since riches are the o:hspring of labour, while labour 
can result only from a state of poverty. Poverty is that state 
and condition of society where the individual has no surplus 
labour in store, or, m other words, no property or means of 
subsistence but what is derived from the constant exercise of 
industry. Poverty is therefore a most necessary and indispensable 
ingredient in society, without which nations and communities 
could not exist m a state of civilisation. It is the lot of man 
It is the source of wealth, since without poverty there could be 
no labour, no nches, no refinement, no comfort, and no benefit 
to those who may be possessed of wealth, inasmuch as without a 
large proportion of poverty, surplus labour could never be 
rendered productive in procuring either the conveniences or 
luxuries of life." ^ 

What is the amount of wealth produced annually, and how is it 
distnbuted ^ The question of distnbution began at that time to 
interest the bulk of the nation This cunosity arose from two 
sources — ^first, from the manufacturing and commercial class, who 
felt that, for all their efforts and risks, the largest part of the 
national income fell to the landed interests ; it was the beginning 
of the struggle for the abolition of the Corn Laws ; secondly, 
from social cntics who, as we have seen from Hall, w&e quite 
sure that Labour was the producer of all wealth and received 
very little, but wanted accurate data to base their arguments 
upon ; it was the beginning of economic socialism or the agitation 
for the abolition of Capitalism. 

Colquhoun appeared to satisfy this quest for facts and figures 
of distribution by giving approximately correct, at any rate. 

^Patrick Colquhoun, Resources of the British Empire, 1814, p. 
no ; the same. Treatise on Indigence, 1806, pp. 7-9. 
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authoritative replies drawn from official records and papers. 
The new wealth produced, in 1812, in the United Kingdom, he 
found to have amounted to over 430 millions sterling. The number 
of the population was then 17,096,803. The distribution of the 
national income was as follows •— 

The higher and lower nobility (numbering with their families 
416,000 persons) received fifty-eight millions sterling, or from 
200L to 400/ each member, including women and children ; the 
yeomanry (1,400,000 persons, including women and childien) 
received forty millions, or from 20Z. to 50L each , farmers (1,540,000 
persons, including their families) received over thirty-three 
millions, or 22I each member ; merchants (194,000 persons, in- 
cluding their families) received twenty-seven millions, or from 112Z. 
to 260I. each member; shopkeepers (700,000 persons, including 
their families) received twenty-eight millions, or 40^. each member ; 
manufacturers (264,000 persons, including their families) received 
thirty-five millions, or 134?. each member , agricultural labourers, 
including miners (3,154,142 persons, including families) received 
33,400,000/. or ii/. each , industrial workers, mechanics, artisans 
(4,343,389 persons, including their families) received over forty- 
nine millions, or iiL each member. The remainder was distributed 
among royalty, the services, professional classes, clergy, small 
tradespeople, commercial assistants, finally among the paupers, 
who numbered 1,647,900 persons, and received either allowances 
or full rehef . 

The stress laid by Colquhoun on labour producing all the 
wealth could not but painfully emphasise the small reward that 
fell to the share of Labour. The contrast was striking. Like- 
wise, the profits of the manufacturers compared unfavourably 
with the rent of the landowners, all the more so as Colquhoun 
sometimes regarded the work of the manufacturers and, generally, 
the manufacturing capital as productive labour {Resources^ p. 
109) The indefimteness of the concept of Productive Labour, 
as we shall see later, is one of the weakest points of classical 
Political Economy and has been a fruitful source of error. Still, 
the general impression which Colquhoun's treatise left on the mind 
of Its readers was that labour formed the source of wealth, 
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Reasoning from this premise there appeared to be no justification 
for the mode of distribution. Where lay the error ? 

This problem was taken up by Ricardo and by Owen. Ricardo 
asked, what were the principles that ought to govern the distri- 
bution, and why were they ineffective ^ How did it come that 
such a large part of the national income was absorbed by Rent ? 
And Owen asked, why did Labour receive so small a share, and 
why was the nation, as a whole, in the face of the enormous 
productive forces created by invention and science, still so poor 
that poverty fell to the lot of the great majonty ? 

Ricardo believed he had discovered the source of mischief m 
the Corn Laws and Poor Laws ; Owen in the new machinery 
being exploited exclusively in the interest of the capitalists, and, 
generally, in the ignorance of the rationalist truth that man did 
not make his own character, but that it was made for him by the 
past and present conditions. 

Other reformers, like Thomas Attwood and John Gray, 
believed the medium of exchange (gold) and the whole process of 
circulation of commodities were at the root of all social misery 
They were, therefore, currency reformers, or proposed a different 
form of exchange. 

The Radicals, as we know, thought the cause of discontent 
and social unrest was the ohgarchic form of government. 

All those streams of opinion intertwined or crossed and formed, 
m their courses, large movements which filled British history 
from 1815 to about 1850. 

2. — DAVID RICARDO 

Among the theorists of Political Economy there has been none 
more inductive, and less abstract in method, than Ricardo. The 
misconception regarding his method arose, first, from his as- 
sumption that the problems which preoccupied him were known 
to everybody, and that, therefore, his main business was to 
supply the commentary and solution ; secondly, from the erron- 
eous view prevaihng until recently, that a great writer was 
enunciating eternal truths, instead of merely attempting to in- 
terpret a minute segment of the passing waves of human history. 
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But, taking Ricardo as he really was — viz. the economist of the 
latter phase of the Economic Revolution and the transition 
from the Napoleonic Wars to peace, there is no difficulty in judg- 
ing his work. 

Ricardo's problem was distribution. It engrossed his atten- 
tion to such a degree that he regarded it as the principal prob- 
lem of Political Economy/' — a view in which Adam Smith would 
not have concurred, for, in his time, it was production which 
formed the principal economic problem , and Thomas Mun, 
in his turn, would surely have opposed the opinion of Smith, 
and maintained that the balance of trade was the principal 
problem of Economics Time and place control economic theory, 
and the England of the first half of the nineteenth century 
desired to know how the wealth produced by the new industrial 
system was divided. Ricardo, being a rationalist, lacked the 
historical sense and assumed that there was a natural law which 
regulated distribution and would, if not deflected by class or 
government legislation, equitably divide the produce of labour 
into rent, profit, and wages {Pnnctples of Pohtical Economy and 
Taxation, third edition, Preface, and conclusion of chapter 4). 
Ricardo, in speaking of natural law, has nothing to do with the 
state of nature. He, like Adam Smith, held the system of pnvate 
property as far superior to any other system In his eyes, 
property was sacred,^ and he, like Smith and the Physiocrats, 
assumed the commercial system to be governed by inherent laws, 
acting through the nature of man So, too, had Edmund Burke, 
the great opponent of the state of nature, assumed that commerce 
was governed by inherent laws, “ which are the laws of nature, 
and, consequently, the laws of God." ^ There was, further, in 
the mind of Ricardo, not a shadow of doubt that Capital was the 
creator of civilisation, progress, and all that was good in society. 
He never regarded Labour as a separate and independent factor. 
Labour was the instrument of Capital. Only on one point there 
appeared to him a divergence of interest between Capital and 
Labour, — ^viz. in point of machinery [Principles, chapter 31),— 

' Hansard's Parhammtayy Debates, 1820, Vol. 11 ., p. 122, 

*E. Burke, Thoughts on Scarcity^ 1795, P ^ 57 * 
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and at this view he arrived comparatively late (about i8ig), 
through the propaganda of Owen and the Owenites. On the 
other hand, he always believed that there was an irreconcilable 
opposition of interests between Capital and the landed ansto- 
cracy who hved on ground rent 

Although Ricardo was profoundly convinced that Capital was 
the creative and, driving power of society, and that Labour was 
merely the appendage and instrument of Capital, he neverthe- 
less made labour the foundation of his theones, without defining, 
m an unambiguous manner, the concept of labour We shall deal, 
m the following chapter, with the erroneous inferences caused 
by that ambiguity , meanwhile, let us consider the law which, 
according to Ricardo, governed economic life. 

It is the law of exchange- value. 

Given utility, the exchange-value of a commodity arises from 
labour, and is measured by the quantity of labour necessary to 
produce the commodity. Political Economy deals, as a matter 
of course, with commodities that can be increased at any 
time and in any country, by human mdustry The quantity 
of labour which measures value, is that which is necessary 
under the most unfavourable circumstances of production 
It is, to use a modem economic term, marginal labour, or 
final utihty labour, that measures value or forms the standard 
of value {Ib, I 2 , II). Exchange-value and natural pnce are 
identical 

Value and riches are not identical. Riches or wealth consist 
of utihties, of an abundance of useful thmgs, while value depends 
on the difficulty or facility of production. A person may possess 
for a period of, say, ten years, the same quantity of useful things, 
or the same quantity of wealth, yet its value may have increased 
or diminished according to the changes that have taken place 
during that period in the quantity of labour necessary for pro- 
duction If, in the meantime, new machinery had been brought 
into operation which displaced a certain quantity of human 
labour, the exchange value of those goods will have decreased , 
or, conversely, if, in the meantime, a larger quantity of labour 
will have to be employed in order to produce the same amount 
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of wealth as ten yeais ago, its exchange- value will have increased 
{Ib. ch. 20.). 

It is thus marginal human labour that forms the standard of 
exchange- value. It measures the volume of wealth of a person or 
country. Machinery, or natural agents used as motor power, may 
increase the volume of wealth or useful things, but add nothing 
to exchange-value ; they rather decrease it, since they displace 
or save human labour. 

In order to produce commodities three things are necessary- 
land, labour, and capital. 

The most important factor is capital, or accumulated labour. 
It IS the motor power of social hfe. It consists of tools, imple- 
ments, machinery, buildings, raw matenals, food, and clothing, 
used for purposes of manufacture, agriculture, trade, and com- 
merce. It is divided into two portions — ^fixed and circulating 
Fixed capital consists of machinery, buildings, raw materials; 
circulating capital is that which is spent on wages Capital used 
in such a manner yields a profit or a surplus over the prime cost. 
Prime cost, plus profit, is the cost of production. The move- 
ment of capital, particularly circulating capital, determines the 
increase or decrease of population ; for, the larger the circulating 
capital, the greater the opportunity for steady work and good 
wages, and, therefore, the possibility of bringing up large fami- 
lies, and vice versa ; growth of population results in a greater 
demand for agricultural produce, consequently, in an extension 
of agriculture and rise of rent {Ib., ch. 2 and 5).^ 

Rent is a surplus profit on the cultivation of land, paid by the * 
cultivator to the owner. It presupposes private property in 
land, and aiises from three causes^ — (i) Land is limited in quan- 
tity ; (2) it vanes m quality and advantages ; (3) with the 
progress of population inferior soils are taken into cultivation. 
Suppose there are, in a new country, three qualities of land-— 
Nos. I, 2, 3. Land of the first class is abundant relatively to the 
population. It is, therefore, taken first into cultivation, and it 
yields a hundred quarters of corn. With the growth of the popu- 
lation, however, the cultivated area proves inadequate, and 
^ See also Essay on the Influence of Low Prtces of Corn, 1815. 
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therefore, the farmers have recourse to soil No. 2 , which 57ields 
but ninety quarters of com. As soon as this is accomplished 
there is a surplus profit on No. i, amounting to ten quarters. 
With the further increase of capital and population the soil No. 3 
must be cultivated, which yields but eighty quarters. In this 
" case the rent of soil No i will be twenty quarters, and that of 
No. 2 will be ten quarters. And in the same proportion as we 
descend the scale of land qualities and reach marginal land 
which just covers the cost of production and thus produces no 
surplus profit, the rent of the superior qualities rises. 

It is, as we have seen, marginal land that determines rent, and 
marginal labour that determines exchange-value. And as the 
inferior qualities of agricultural land require a greater quantity 
of labour to reproduce the cost and yield a profit, the exchange- 
value of agricultural produce must rise. 

Had Ricardo thought out his theory of marginal labour to its 
last consequences, he would have come to the conclusion that 
the profits of all better equipped manufacturing establishments 
also partook of the nature of rent. For, if labour under the 
most imfavourable circumstances forms the standard of exchange 
value, all establishments which work under more and more 
favourable circumstances must yield surplus profits or rents. 
But he has not gone beyond stating the theory of marginal 
labour. 

Having dealt with value and rent, we must consider Ricardo's 
theory of wages. Wages are not the pnce paid to the workman 
for the produce of his labour, but they represent a certam amount 
of food, clothing, shelter, and conveniences of hfe according to 
the habits and customs and the degree of civihsation of the 
country or district in which the workman lives, in order to enable 
him to exist and perpetuate his race without increase or diminu- 
tion Or, in other words, wages are intended to restore to the 
labourer the physiological wear and tear caused by his exertions 
in field, factory, mine, ofiice, and shop. In progressive countries 
the money wages have a tendency to nse, since the pnce of agri- 
cultural produce, according to the law of value, must rise, and 
the bulk of wages consists of agricultural produce. The only 



15 ^ 


THE ECONOMISTS 


factor which depresses wages is machinery, for through its intro- 
duction a part of the capital which would have been allotted to 
the circulating portion (for wages) is added to the fixed portion. 
But the introduction of machinery is only profitable when 
money wages rise, and this rise is the effect of the extension of 
agriculture to inferior soils, or the rise of agricultural prices. 

On the whole, in a progressive country, rent and money wages 
have a tendency to rise 

How does this rise act on the reward of Capital ? 

The value of the produced commodities, after deducting the 
cost of the fixed capital, is divided into profit and wages. And 
as wages have the tendency to rise, profit must have the tendency 
to fall. For, if one whole consists of two portions, one portion 
must decrease when the other increases. Wages and profit stand 
in an inverse ratio to each other Experience shows also that 
the rise of agricultural prices is more prompt and rapid than that 
of wages The workman is therefore less benefited than the 
landowner. 

Before we sum up Ricardo's theories, in so far as they 
are relevant to our subject, it must be pointed out that we 
have been dealing with pure theory, leaving out of account such 
factors as supply and demand, and fluctuations in the market 
which lead to deviations from the theoretical laws and which 
cause the natural price to become the market price. Ricardo 
has not neglected those disturbing factors, but he always assumes 
that the natural price forms the centre of gravitation round 
which the market price fluctuates. The exchange-values or 
natural prices are, in John Stuart Mill's simile, the sea level, 
while the market prices are the ripples and waves.^ 

Ricardo's theones may be summed up as follows : The centre 
of his system is the law of exchange- value Labour, under the 
most unfavourable circumstances, is the foundation of value ; 
the quantity of such labour, or marginal labour, is the standard 
of value or the natural price This price is represented in the 
cost of production (fixed capital used, wages paid, profit). Higher 
or lower wages do not appreciably affect the price, but they do 
1 J. S Mill, Principles of PoL Econ , book 3, ch 3, § i. 
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considerably affect the volume of profit* Wages rise or fall accord- 
ing to the movement of agricultural prices, and if wages rise 
profit sinks, and vtce versa. With the development of capitalist 
activities, the population increases, agriculture extends to 
inferior soils, rent rises, com prices go up, wages go up, but profit 
sinks. The more Capital risks and undertakes, the less its rela- 
tive income, the greater the income of the landowning class, 
which does nothing for the growth of civilisation. Moreover, 
manufactured commodities are losing in value, since the im- 
provement in machinery lessens the quantity of labour, and, 
therefore, decreases their value, while the com prices rise, since 
inferior soils are taken into cultivation which, as a matter of 
course, require larger quantities of labour. The result of the 
progress of civilisation is prospenty of the landowning classes 
and severer straggle of the capitalist classes* And yet it is Capital 
which creates civilisation ! Were this result the natural outcome 
of economic life nobody would have any right to complain. 
But it is not the natural effect. It is produced artificially by 
class legislation, — ^viz, the Corn Laws. By closmg the English 
markets to foreign com English agriculture is forced to have 
recourse to inferior soils, and thus to larger expenditure of labour 
quantities, which, by the law of value, raise the natural price. 
Diminished supply, limited competition, marginal labour and 
margmal lands combine to produce that effect. The interests 
of the landowning classes are thus opposed to the interests of the 
whole community. 

This is the Ricardian interpretation of the Economic Revolu- 
tion and the social turmoil produced by it. The middle classes 
found in it a clear and logical exposition of their own feelings ; 
they knew now their real enemy ; and they gained some insight 
into the movement of population, prices, profits, rents, and wages. 
The agitation for Parhamentary reform and the abohtion of the 
Cora Laws appeared theoretically established and justified 
Ricardo’s treatise, while it undoubtedly contributed to the 
aggravation of the warfare between the people and the Tory 
anstocracy , softened the antagonism between Capital and Labour. 
The manufacturers learned the cause of strikes and the reason 
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of the desire of Labour for coalition, and Labour discovered that 
oligarchic legislation, and not capitalism, was at the root of their 
distress. And that was essentially what Cobbett taught them. For 
the next fifteen years the capitalists and the mass of the working 
classes marched hand in hand in the struggle for Radical reform. 
And It was the sympathy of the middle classes which enabled 
the working classes to arrange demonstrations, to get rid of the 
Combination Laws, and to appear on the scene as a political 
factor. Without that sympathy such an event, for instance, as 
Peterloo would have passed comparatively unnoticed, or as little 
noticed as the Luddite hangings in January, 1813. Liberalism 
stood godfather to Labour pohtics. Most of the leaders of the 
organised workmen were cognisant of that fact. 

But at the same time the sociahsts appeared and began to 
make use of the Ricardian theory of value as a weapon against 
the middle classes and to teach Labour that not the Tory 
landowner but the Liberal capitalist was their real enemy. 
Ricardo made labour the corner-stone of his system and yet he 
permitted the capitalist to appropriate accumulated labour and 
to decide the fate of the working classes. Ricardo looked upon 
social life from the point of view of Capital, the socialist looked 
upon life from the point of view of Labour. Ricardo asserted 
that the capitalist was everything and the landowner nothing, 
and yet the latter received the lion’s share of the national income. 
Rent swallowed up profits and wages : — 

" See these inglorious Cincinnati swarm, 

Farmers of war, dictators of the farm ; 

Thetr ploughshare was the sword in hireling hands^ 

Thetf fields manured by gore of other lands ; 

Safe in their bams, these Sabine tillers sent 
Their brethren out to battle — ^why ? for rent I 
Year after year they voted cent per cent,, 

Blood, sweat, and tear-wrung millions — why ? for rent I 
They roared, they dined, they drank, they swore they 
meant 

To die for England — why then live ? — for rent I ” 

(Byron, The Age of Bronxe, xiv.) 

While Byron was voicing the sentiments of rising Liberalism, 
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the socialists asserted that the capitahsts and the landowners 
were nothing, the working men eveiything, and yet the latter, 
even under the most favourable circumstances, received but food, 
clothing, and shelter as a compensation for the produce of 
their labour or for the national wealth they created . Society 
rests on injustice, on the robbing of Labour, and ought to be 
either radically mended or ended . 

** Men of England, wherefore plough 
For the lords who lay ye low ? 

Wherefore weave with toil and care 
The nch robes your tyrants wear ? 

♦ ♦ # ♦ 

Wherefore, Bees of England, forge 
Many a weapon, chain, and scourge, 

That these stingless drones may spoil 
The forced produce of your toil ? 

m « 

•' The seed ye sow, another reaps ; 

The wealth ye find, another keeps ; 

The robes ye weave, another wears ; 

The arms ye forge, another bears/' 

Shelley created the song of rising socialism. Ricardo, Byron, 
and Shelley were ushering in a period of social warfare, in which 
England was transformed from an Oligarchy into a Democracy 
Manufacturing and trading capital found its theorist m Ricardo , 
Liberahsm its bard m Byron ; Communism and social justice 
found in Shelley, a poet, — ^visionary, passionate, and trans- 
cending reality. 

3 — CURRENCY AND SOCIAL REFORM 

The period of the Economic Revolution and Napoleonic Wars 
gave rise to prolonged and intricate controversies on currency 
which also influenced the social agitators for many years and 
played no small, part in the Owenite and Chartist hterature 
Up to the foundation of the Bank of England the media of 
exchange were gold, silver, and bills of exchange. With the 
establishment of the Bank the nation soon realised that paper, 
even when only partly covered by gold and silver, could be made 
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into money. This was a new experience which, at hrst, met with 
difficulties, but finally won the day Since 1774, gold began 
gradually to be regarded as the only proper and legal basis of 
money, and in 1816 Parliament declared it to be the only legal 
tender — England accepted monometallism It was this period 
^1774-1816) which bristled with difficulties, theoretical and 
practical, about money. The expansion of agriculture (rapid 
enclosing of lands), manufacture, and commerce, on the one hand, 
and the enormous expenditure and loans for war purposes on the 
other, led to the Bank Restriction (1797) which made paper the 
legal tender. The country was suffering from a lack of gold and 
silver, the Bank suspended specie payment and issued one-pound- 
notes, and many private business men issued token money for 
the purpose of pa3nng wages to their workmen. Although the 
price of gold gradually rose and paper money suffered deprecia- 
tion, many currency reformers could not nd themselves of the 
new and astonishing experience that paper could be made into 
money even if totally deprived of its metallic basis. 

As far as our subject of social reform is concerned there were 
two kinds of currency writers. Some of them argued that the 
proper basis of money was the productive power of the nation. 
Money being the medium of exchange of goods and labour there 
ought to be as much money in the country as to facilitate the 
exchanges. No good standing business man ought to be 
hampered by lack of the circulating medium in his transactions. 
The banks which were licensed to issue notes should issue and 
lend him as much paper money as he needed Other reformers 
were of opinion that money was merely a receipt for goods 
produced, which receipt enabled the producer to exchange them 
for goods of equal value. 

The former writers on currency were numerous and had their 
representatives in Parliament, who, in the first decade of the 
nineteenth century, spoke in favour of their theories. One of 
their most active followers was Thomas Attwood (1783-1856), 
the son of a Birmmgham banker, who m the years from 1816 to 
1819 issued several pamphlets on currency reform, and m the 
years from 1829 to 1839 prominently associated with, and 
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often the leader of, all popular movements m Birmingham and 
the Midlands In 1816, the year of the final victory of gold over 
silver and the year of the beginning distress, he pubhshed a 
pamphlet entitled The Remedy, or Thoughts on the present 
Distress; one year later he issued A Letter to Mr. Vansittart 
on the Creation of Money, and in 1819 a pamphlet Ohserva- 
Hons on Currency, Population, and Pauperism, in form of a 
letter to Mr. Arthur Young ; the latter pamphlet being intended 
to show that the resumption of specie payment by the Bank of 
England m conformity with the so-called Peel’s Act {1819), , 

on the basis of gold, was injurious also to the landed interests.^ 
Attwood’s theory may be outlined as follows * — 

All riches come from labour in agriculture, manufacture, and 
trade. All labour comes from the population With the 
increase of the population the needs multiply, and also the 
resources and exertions of society to satisfy those needs 
Increase of the population means therefore increase of production 
and wealth. This progress has no limits. But the employment 
of labour and the production of wealth are only rendered possible 
through the agency of the circulating medium. The invention 
of money has done more for the progress of society than any 
other. It facihtated division of labour and thus led to aU the 
other inventions and improvements of which Adam Smith speaks 
Hence it follows that if the population increases the quantity of 
the circulating medium must be increased, else it becomes 
unequal to its increased duties, and the population becomes 
redundant, which really fheans a shortage of the circulating 
medium. Labour and emplo5mient cannot be brought together, 
goods remain unexchanged, with the result that stagnation and 
misery overtake society. It is therefore evident that the well- 
being of the society depends on the facility with which capital 
is exchanged for industry, and consumption for production. 
The medium which facihtates this process of circulation is money, 
which not only must exist in an adequate quantity, but must be 
elastic enough to expand with the expansion of population, 

^ A summary of these currency theories and an elaboration of 
their arguments are given in Gemim Letters, 1844. 
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labour, and wealth. Has the Government, whose chief business 
is supposed to be the promotion of the welfare of society, given 
us such an expansive currency ^ No ! Instead of an elastic 
circulating medium it took great pains to establish a restricted 
and restricting currency. Were gold a home commodity easily 
procurable there would be nothing to object to it ; such a com- 
modity would be capable of satisfying the needs of an expanding 
productive population. Gold is, however, the product of oversea 
countries ; it is not easily procurable ; moreover, it is subject to 
fluctuations which are beyond our control. We are thus suffering 
from the contradiction of an expanding society and a restricted 
medium of exchange. Population, trade, and commerce are 
being strangulated Hence the distress, 

Attwood belongs to the usual type of revolutionary thinkers, 
who are possessed with one idea which they use for the interpre- 
tation of past and present history. They bend, stretch, and 
break the facts until they are made to prove that that idea under- 
lies or controls the whole course of human history. Attwood 
argued that it was the paper currency following upon the Bank 
Restriction which enabled England to carry the Napoleonic Wars 
to a successful issue. In his eyes this period was prosperous, 
trade and commerce flourished, and the working classes were 
peaceful. But as soon as the Government, giving way to the 
financiers, jobbers, and Jews, began to prepare measures for the 
resumption of specie payments, business slackened and distress 
set in. After 1819 it was Peel's Act to which he ascribed every 
evil, and when, in the course of the trade cycle, distress gradually 
disappeared and the country enjoyed years of prosperity, Attwood 
was quite sure that they were preceded by a large issue of paper 
notes. On the whole, he refused to believe that England could 
ever prosper as long as Peel's Act remained in force. The remedy 
for this deplorable state of things was of course a return to the 
period of the Bank Restriction and creation of paper money on 
the basis of the productive power of the nation. To make gold 
the basis of the circulating medium, he argued, was tantamount 
to making the social pyramid stand on its apex. 

To the objection that England was not suffering from a shortage 
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of money, but of markets, Attwood replied with the question, 
What were markets ^ Markets were created by our needs, and 
most of the needs of the productive classes or the great majority 
of the nation remained unsatisfied. The home market should 
be first supplied. The productive classes were the creators of 
wealth and would form a most profitable home market if the 
opportunity were given to them to employ their skin at remunera- 
tive wages. The capitahsts were comparatively few in number 
and their whole work consisted in accumulating propertyv The 
labouring classes, on the other hand, formed the great majority 
of the population and would consume most of the goods if capital 
could be readily converted into industry. And this would be 
the case if the currency were based on reasonable principles. 
The cry of the nation should therefore be. Break the strangulating 
gold chains from our body pohtic I Let the circulation move 
freely and easily I Without such measures all other reforms 
must prove futile. Parhamentary reform, abolition of the Com 
Laws, reduction of taxes, emigration, sexual restraint, etc., etc. 
would avail nought as long as the circulation was fettered. 

The establishment of gold as legal tender had also caused 
much harm to the farmers, debtors, and taxpayers. For, in con- 
sequence of the gold basis of money, the prices fell considerably, 
while the contracts, national debt, and private debts, made durmg 
the war penod, when prices ruled high, remained, and no cor- 
responding abatement was arranged.'* 

The influence of the currency controversies on Owen and John 
Gray wiU be dealt with in a subsequent chapter. 

^ For a refutation of the paper money theorists see J. S. 
Principles of Pohttcal Economy, book 3, chap. 13, § 4. 
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I. — PERSONALITY AND INFLUENCE 

The central figure of British Socialism in the first half of the 
nineteenth century was distinguished neither by original philo- 
sophic speculations nor outstanding hterary achievements, but 
by strength oi character and untirmg reform activities. He 
witnessed and took part in the nse and development of the 
industrial revolution, the social agitations, the struggles of the 
working classes for economic and political power. His influence 
on the movements of this penod was considerable, and is still 
being felt. His strong and simple intellect, perfect bodily health 
and even temper, always under the control of reason, resulted 
in an unbroken, energetic, and straight-aiming vohtion, in a self- 
confidence and rapidity of resolution which destined him for the 
leadership of men. These qualities, mostly the result of heredity 
and natural gifts, were ascribed by Owen to his having early 
gained the conviction that the character of man was formed for 
him by the circumstances into which he was born, and in which 
he lived. As soon as Owen had attained to that truth, which 
was with him one of his few leading principles, his “ mind became 
simple in the arrangenient of ideas,"' and in consequence, 
gradually became calm and serene, and anger and ill-will died 
within " him ^ But he has failed to explain why so many of his 
brother rationalists, who were imbued with the same opinions, 
never attained to that simplicity of reasoning, serenity of mind, 
capacity for leadership, and social reform activities, which made 
him so conspicuous a personality. 

That was one side of Owen's character. 

Beneath his armour of dispassionate logic burned a 

^Ltfe of Robert Owen (Autobiography), 1857, I., p. 30. 
z6o 
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heart with the glow of compassion for the labouring poor, 
and an imagination fed by social visions. He united in his per- 
sonality the shrewdness and keen eye of the business man with 
the emotionalism and ecstasies of the prophet. As long as the 
management of textile workers and the business of cotton spinning 
in Manchester and New Lanark were uppermost in his mmd, his 
emotions and imaginings were controlled by his strong and cool 
reason. He then marched from success to success , the appren- 
tice in a drapery shop at Stamford became, at the age of twenty 
years, manager of one of the largest factories in Manchester, 
then factory owner, finally partner of one of the greatest manu- 
facturing establishments in Scotland and rationahst educator 
of his numerous employees Wealth and fame were his. With- 
out any conscious effort on his part, he exacted cheerful obedience 
from his subordinates, and even men of incomparably superior 
education and higher station of hfe than Owen's willingly paid 
their tribute of respect to his understanding and sterling worth. 
Princes, dukes, and lords admired his educational and philan- 
thropic work, and New Lanark became, for a time, particularly 
from 1815 to 1820, the Mecca of reformers. The son of a Welsh 
saddler and ironmonger, with a scanty education at a village 
school, became one of the best public speakers and writers of 
lucid and vigorous English.^ As soon, however, as he had left 
the sphere of trade, commerce, and philanthropy, and dedicated 
himself to the mission of a saviour of mankind, his shrewd reahsm, 
exactness of statement, and wonderful executive capacity came 
to an end Of his long life from 1771 to 1858, the years from 
1817 onwards increasingly exemplified to the second phase of 
his career, which was strewn with failures, material losses, dis- 
appointments. His outlook on society became blurred, his social 
criticism marred by exaggeration, his inferences degenerated 
into prophecies, and his charming and disarming naweU had 
much of the credulity of a child. 

Still, his infinite chanty and love of humanity cover a multi- 
tude of shortcomings ; and his insight into some of the meanings 
of the new inventions, the services rendered to infant education, 
^ Robert Southey, Sir Thomas More, or CoUoqmes, 1829, L, p. 144 , 
H 
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factory legislation, and the co-operative efforts of the working 
classes have secured for him one of the foremost places m the 
history of socialism. 

Owen was the first British sociahst who did not turn to the 
past for inspiration, but attempted to put the productive forces, 
unlocked By modern science, into the service of collective pro- 
duction and distribution, first on behalf of the unemployed, and 
afterwards of society as a whole. He was immensely impressed 
by the facilities for wealth production which the new machinery 
afforded. It seemed to him that inanimate machinery, tended 
by a comparatively small number of manual labourers, would 
soon be capable of suppl5nng the needs of mankind. What was, 
then, to become of the working classes ^ Yet, for all his propa- 
ganda among the labouring population he was no democrat. He 
was always with them, but never of them. He could be their 
self-sacrificing father and teacher, their authoritative adviser and 
leader, but never the pnmus tnter pares. He was perfectly free 
from all demagogy. In telhng the working classes that labour was 
the source of wealth, he never failed to qualify it by adding that 
only well-directed ” or properly-directed labour was the 
fountain of riches and standard of value. Moreover, it was only 
modem machinery which caused the sources of wealth to flow 
abundantly.^ He, at first, used to speak of them as ** lower 
orders ; then, with the rise of co-operation, trade unionism, 
mechanics’ institutes, and Chartism, he called them ** productive 
classes,” From him they learned socialism, but it was essentially 
co-operative sociahsm and not militant socialism. He was 
strongly opposed to strikes, trades-unionist policy, and class 
warfare. His struggle was not pnmanly against usurpation and 
wickedness, but against error and ignorance, of which both the 
possessmg classes and the labouring poor were the victims. 

Which was that cardinal and fateful error ? 

1 On the Proposed Arrangements of Mr, Owen, 1819 (Three Letters 

Mr. Ricardo}. 
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2. — PLEADING PRINCIPLES 

Bentham's formula is Owen's premise. The object of all 
human exertions is happiness. Yet, happy individuals are rare 
exceptions, and happy nations do not exist at aU. This state of 
things cannot have been caused by a perversion of the human 
will, since vohtion is not the prime mover of human actions 
Like aU rationalists, Owen is of opinion that reason, the prime 
materials of which are impressions, governs man. Reason, badly 
or falsely trained, creates evil Hence the cause of the failure 
of man to achieve his object must be sought in some error of 
judgment. It consists, according to Owen, in the current and 
generally accepted behef that man makes his own character, 
while the truth is that man*s character is made for him by the 
circumstances into which he is born and in which he lives and 
works. Inferior conditions produce inferior men ; good circum- 
stances create good characters. Evil conditions are those that 
favour Ignorance, selfishness, misery, illness, fear, untruthful- 
ness, h57pocnsy, superstition, enmity, and war. These conditions 
prevail to-day, and their fruit is unhappiness, 

The first business of the reformer is, manifestly, to spread the 
truth concerning the formation of character in order to gam 
universal consent for such a change of circumstances that would 
create good characters. These views he elaborated in his four 
Essays on the Formahon of Character, wntten in the years 

1813-15.^ 

The creation of good circumstances depends, next, on an 
abundance of wealth. Without such an abundance the lot of 
the many must be poverty, and poverty is one of the evil 
circumstances, for it causes ignorance, bad health and cowardice. 
These ideas are dealt with in Owen's pamphlets, Observations 
on the Effect of the Manufacturing System, Report on the Poor, 
Memorial to the Allied Powers, and Report to the County of 
Lanark, written in 1815-20.® 

Rationalist psychology and social economics are Owen s 
main fields of research. The spreading of the principles of both 

1 Reprinted in Life of Owen, I., pp. 257-332. • J6., Ia. 



ROBERT OWEN 


164 

are alike important. For as long as the old conception 01 char- 
acter-building prevails the infinite multiplication of wealth will 
only be exploited by the few to the detriment of the many, 
while as long as the material resources are scanty the opposition 
of the possessing and ruling minority to any reform will be over- 
whelming, and poverty will remain the lot of the majority 

The great importance of our times is that both requisites for 
universal happiness are at hand. The new truth concerning the 
formation of character is being revealed, and wealth is being 
produced at an unprecedented rate. The time for human eman- 
cipation has arrived. Owen, as the new character-builder, on 
the one hand, and the inventors of the industrial machinery, 
on the other, are creatmg that great crisis or turning-point in 
human history. He has shown what could be done by education 
and benevolent care for the working people, and under modem 
industrial conditions, with the machinery created by science, 
wealth can be made as plentiful as water. The rich will therefore 
sacrifice nothing by consenting to a change of conditions by 
social arrangements in favour of all. And the poor need no 
more envy and hate the rich, since the opportunity will soon be 
given to them to produce as much wealth as they liked. 

Owen exclaimed : Any general character, from the best to 
the worst, from the most ignorant to the most enlightened, may 
be given to any community, even to the world at large, by the 
application of proper means ; which means are, to a great extent, 
at the command and under the control of those who have influ- 
ence in the affairs of men.'* Given the proper circumstances, it 
is best to begin with the formation of the character of the infants, 
for these being '' passive and wonderfully contrived compounds 
... can be trained to acquire any language, sentiments, belief, 
or any habits and manners, not contrary to human nature " 
{First Essay on the Formahon of Character), Side by side with 
training must go the opportunity for honest and useful employ- 
ments to those so trained," by which means " some of the cir- 
cumstances which tend to generate, continue, or increase, early 
bad habits " will be withdrawn. This truth, combined with the 
evident fact that the world is now being saturated with wealth. 



LEADING PRINCIPLES 


165 

render the emancipation of mankind possible. And it is high 
time to prepare the way for it, for, those who have duly re- 
flected on the nature and extent of the mental movem^ts of 
the world for the last half century, must be conscious that great 
changes are in progress ; that man is about t-o advance another 
important step toward that degree of intelligence which his 
natural powers seem capable of attaining. Observe the trans- 
actions of the passing hours ; see the whole mass of mind in full 
motion ; behold it momentarily increasing in vigour, and pre- 
paring, ere long, to burst its confinement {Third Essay on the 
Formaiton of Character), 

Owen was evidently a careful observer of the growing ferment 
and agitation among the working classes, and the knowledge 
gathered therefrom accelerated his reform activity. He gradu- 
ally entered upon his missionary career of emancipating mankmd 
from misery. It must have been a moment of ecstasy when the 
full import of his mission flashed upon his mind. The elements 
had been slowly gathenng, and in 1817 they coalesced. The 
shrewd cotton spinner of New Lanark was reborn as a socialist. 
Private initiative, he saw, would give to the labouring poor 
neither education nor emplo57ment, for the children of com- 
merce have been trained to direct all their faculties to buy cheap 
and sell dear ; and, consequently, those who are the most expert 
and successful m this wise and noble art, are, in the commercial 
world, deemed to possess foresight and superior acquirements ; 
while such as attempt to improve the moral habits and mcrease 
the comforts of those whom they employ, are termed wild 
enthusiasts ifThird Essay), Owen, therefore, asked the Govern- 
ment to carry out the task of national education and national 
employment in order to create those circumstances which were 
favourable to the formation of good characters It was in 1817 
that he began to see the evil and good circumstances, in the 
shape of an antithesis of capitalism and socialism or competition 
and co-operation. 
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3. — ^FACTORY LEGISLATION. 

Prior to 1817, Owen's definition of bad circumstances did not 
go beyond sweating, ignorance, and enmity. It did not imply 
any radical change of the system of property, but amelioration 
through private initiative and legislative action. In 1813 or 
1814, Owen exhorted his fellow-manufacturers and superinten- 
dents to devote more attention to the welfare of the operatives. 
** Experience has also shown you," he told them, “ the difference 
of the results between mechanism, which is clean, well-arranged, 
and always in a high state of repair ; and that which is allowed 
to be dirty, m disorder, without the means of preventing 
unnecessary friction, and which, therefore, becomes and works 
out of repair. In the first case the whole economy and manage- 
ment are good , every operation proceeds with ease, order, and 
success. In the last, the reverse must follow, and a scene be 
presented of counteraction, confusion, and dissatisfaction among 
all the agents and instruments interested or occupied in the 
general process, which cannot fail to create great loss. If, then, 
due care as to the state of your inanimate machines can produce 
such beneficial results, what may not be expected if you devote 
equal attention to your vital machines, which are far more 
wonderfully constructed ? . . . Will you not afford some of 
your attention to consider whether a portion of your time and 
capital would not be more advantageously applied to improve 
your living machines ? " ^ 

In the years 1815-18 Owen devoted a great deal of his time 
and money to the propaganda of Factory Legislation and relief 
of the unemployed. His success was by no means equal to his 
efforts, but his insight into the effects of the Industrial Revolution 
widened and deepened from the necessity imposed ..upon him of 
proving the truth of his propositions and the practicability of his 
demands. He had started as a rationalist educator and psycho- 
logist, he now became a social economist In order to interest 
his fellow-employers in his plans, he, in 1815, convened a meeting 
in Glasgow of the Scotch manufacturers, with a view to consider 
‘ Life of Owen, I., pp. 260-1. 
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the advisability and pohcy of asking the Government to remit 
the heavy duty on the importation of cotton, and, further, to 
consider measures for the improvement of the condition of the 
young children and others employed m the various textile manu- 
factures. Owen spoke on the objects of the meeting, but while 
the audience was enthusiastically in favour of the remission of 
the cotton duties, not one person rose to second his motion for the 
protection of the textile workers. The preparations he had made 
for the address to this meeting and the experience he had gained 
from the attitude of the audience enabled and impelled him to 
write his first economic pamphlet, Observations on the Effect 
of the Manufacturing System (1815). Having shown the growing 
preponderance of trade and manufacture over agriculture, he 
proceeds to describe the cause of those changes. ** The change 
has been owing chiefly to the mechanical inventions which 
introduced the cotton trade into this country.'" The foreign 
trade extended, and the wealth, industry, population, and influ- 
ence of the British Empire increased so rapidly that by their aid 
the nation was able to carry on the war against France for twenty- 
five years. But these results have been accompanied with 
evils of such a magnitude as to raise a doubt whether the latter 
do not preponderate over the former. Hitherto, legislators 
have appeared to regard manufactures from the point of view 
of wealth. The other mighty consequences which proceed from 
extended manufactures when left to their natural progress have 
never yet engaged the attention of any legislature. The general 
diffusion of manufactures throughout a country generates a 
new character in its inhabitants ; and as this character is formed 
upon a pnnciple quite unfavourable to individual or general 
happiness, it will produce the most lamentable results, unless 
the tendency be counteracted by legislative mterference and 
direction.” 

Owen then proceeds to draw a dark picture of the deterioration 
of the character of the commercial and working classes, through 
the lust of gam and exploitation, and urges upon the Government 
to limit the regular hours of labour in mills of machinery to twelve 
per day, including one and half for meals ; to prohibit the employ- 
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ment of children under ten years, or for longer than six hours 
daily, until they reach the age of twelve years ; after a time to 
be named, children shall not be admitted into any factory until 
they can read and wnte and understand the first four rules of 
arithmetic For the success of this legislative measure he worked 
for three years, until it was embodied, in form of a compromise 
with the opposing interests, in the Factory Act, 1819. 

Owen always beheved that he had been the mam driving power 
of that Act. On the other hand, Alexander Ure, whose know- 
ledge of the history of the factory system was considerable, 
ascribed that law to the " strikes and turmoils '' of the Lancashire 
cotton spinners in the years 1817 and 1818.^ 

Owen's pamphlet contains also a cunous prophecy. He 
thought it was highly probable that the export trade of this 
country has attained its utmost height, and that by the com- 
petition of other States possessing equal or greater advantages 
it will soon gradually diminish. The direct effect of the Corn 
Bin lately passed will be to hasten this decline and prematurely 
to destroy that trade. It is deeply to be regretted that the Bill 
passed, and I am convinced that a repeal will be ere long abso- 
lutely necessary in order to prevent the misery of the people." 

This was written m 1815, and during the whole of the nine- 
teenth century the export trade was increasing and is still 
increasing. Of the unfulfilled prophecies concerning the down- 
fall of capitalism there is no end. 

4 — UNEMPLOYMENT AND SOCIALISM 

The distress which set in towards the end of 1816 was the first 
crisis caused, not by scarcity, but by over-production. The supply 
was outstripping demand. The number of unemployed increased 
at an alarming rate, public opinion became agitated, meetings 
were convened and committees appointed to investigate the 
cause of the distress and find a remedy for it. The demands of 
the poor for parish relief increased to such an extent that the 
House of Commons appointed a Committee on Poor Laws. 
Robert Owen, having found it impossible to explain his views 
^ Ure, PhUcs0phy of Manufactures, Bohn*s Library, p 288. 



UNEMPLOYMENT AND SOCIALISM 169 

upon the matter to a committee appointed by a meeting of the 
leading men of London, wrote a report for the Parliamentary 
Committee on Poor Laws, March, 1817 ^ A year later he further 
elaborated his reforms on behalf of the working classes in a 
Memonal to the Allied Powep assembled in Congress at Aix- 
la-Chapelle,® and in 1819 he caused one of his literary friends, 
probably George Mudie (editor of the Economist, 1821--2), to write 
a number of open letters to Mr. Ricardo on the same subject.® 
The gist of these pamphlets is that machinery facilitated pro- 
duction to such a degree that the world was becoming saturated 
with wealth. As long as manual labour was the main source of 
wealth demand and supply balanced. Production and popula- 
tion were to each other as i to i. In the years 1792 to 1817 the 
proportion changed enormously. Production and population 
were now as 12 to i. As machinery worked cheaper than manual 
labour, the latter was being depreciated or displaced. The total 
wage bill of the country dimmished ; the working classes lost, 
therefore, much of the fund from which they satisfied their needs, 
the home market contracted, and the produced commodities 
remained unsold in the bams and warehouses. When the inven- 
tion of the steam engine and other machines was made, either 
the greatest blessing or the greatest curse was bestowed upon 
society. At present, the latter prevailed, and a considerable 
portion of the British population was doomed to pauperism It 
was in vain for manual labour to contend, under the present 
conditions, with the sinews of mechanism On the other hand, 
if it were possible to make consumption keep pace^with produc- 
tion, labour and capital would be beneficially employed, and 
distress would be unknown. But this could not be the case as 
long as private gam, and not social welfare, ruled economic life. 
As things stood now, production would more and more outstnp 
consumption, for the export trade must gradually decrease, and 
the home market contract, and, therefore, unemplojnnent and 
insecurity of existence increase, until the working classes, finding 
their remuneration either gone or reduced below the means of 

^Ltfe of Owen, Ia , pp 53-63. * Tb ,, pp. 212-22. 

* Mr Owen's Proposed Arrangements, 1819. 
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subsistence, would be goaded into fury and despair, and sud- 
denly overwhelm our noble and beneficent institutions and lay 
them in rums We resemble individuals standing on the narrow 
causeway of a surrounding abyss " And all that happened be- 
cause the human mind, after countless ages of struggle with 
poverty and ignorance, finally succeeded m unlocking the 
sources of wealth , m multiplying the productive forces , in 
rendering the production of goods easy. It was abundance that 
brought upon us misery 1 Large masses of producers were being 
thrown upon the Poor Laws because they had produced too much 
wealth * How paradoxical it all looked ! What was the remedy ? 
Some said Poor Law Reform ; others advised emigration. But 
all remedies of that kind would do no good, for they did not 
touch the problem. The real cure lay in arrangements that would 
enlarge consumption and make it tally with production. Such 
arrangements were conditioned upon combined labour and ex- 
penditure, or communism 

However, the remedy could only be applied gradually. First 
of all, the problem of unemployment must be dealt with. 

Under the existing laws the unemployed working classes are 
maintained by, and consume a part of, the property and pro- 
duce of the wealthy and industrious, while their power of body 
and mind remain unproductive. They frequently acquire the 
bad habits which ignorance and idleness never fail to produce ; 
most of the poor have received bad habits from their parents ; 
and as long as this present treatment continues those bad and 
vicious habits will be transmitted to their children, and through 
them to succeeding generations.'' The care of the unemployed 
must therefore include education, and circumstances must be 
created for them in which duty and interest would coincide. 
The bodily and mental power of the poor should be used for 
their own benefit as well as for that of society as a whole. All 
those advantages could be realised by establishing Villages of 
Unity and Co-operation, consisting each of 500 to 1,500 persons 
and 1000 to 1,500 acres of land for agricultural and manufac- 
tunng purposes, with blocks of houses erected in such a manner 
as to enclose large squares. The establishment of such a co- 
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operative village would require a capital outlay of £96,000 
This sum, divided by 1,200 (the number of persons), gave £80 
per head, or, at 5 per cent interest, the sum of £4 per annum 
With so small an expenditure, an unemployed workman could 
be made to maintain himself and family, educate his children, 
and even repay the capital charge. In the squares of the Co- 
operative Villages would be erected pubhc bmldings so as to 
divide the squares into parallelograms or quadrangles. 

Owen's unemployed reform remained on paper, and became 
known jocularly as Owen’s Parallelograms He was opposed 
practically by the whole nation. Even the working men of 
London voted against his string of resolutions on Unemploy- 
ment, which he had laid before two public meetings, in August, 
1817, in the City of London Tavern. The London artisans 
sided at that time with the advocates of Parliamentary reform 
as against social reform of a coercive or patriarchal nature An 
Owenite complamed that the lower orders are quite assured 
that a radical reform of the House of Commons must prove the 
grand panacea for all our woes ” ^ Owen ascnbes his defeat to 
machmations of the Churches and the Political Economists. 
Owen always regarded these two London meetings as the tuming- 
pomt in his life ^ Speakmg on August 21, 1817, in the City of 
London Tavern, he denounced all religions of the world as now 
taught as gross errors It was they that prevented mankind 
** from knowmg what happiness really is.” And the Political 
Economists, '' including Malthus, MiU, Ricardo, Colonel Torrens, 
Hume, and Place . . , were all well-intentioned, clever, acute 
men, close reasoners, and great talkers upon a false principle. . . 

I was most desirous to convince them that national education 
and employment could alone create a permanent, rational, in- 
telligent, wealthy, and superior population, and that these 
results could be attained only by a scientific arrangement of 
the people, tmited in properly-constructed villages of unity and 
co-operation. While they, on the contrary, strongly desired to 
convert me to their views of instructing the people without find- 

^ Mr, Owen*s Proposed Arrangements ^ 1819, p. 4. 

• Life of Owen, lA,, p. 161. 
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ing them national united employment, and of a thorough 
system of individual competition. The one may be called the 
system of universal attraction , the other, that of universal 
repulsion.'" ^ 

Owen was now fast drifting into socialism. On September 6, 
1817, he wrote a letter to the press on Relief of the Poor and 
Emancipation of Mankind Soon after he published a brief 
sketch, written by Mr. Warder, a Philadelphian Quaker, dealing 
with the cfommunistic arrangements of the Shakers, in order to 
show that “ even with an inferior communistic life, wealth could 
be easily created for all " ; he also repubhshed John Beller's 
Colledge of Industry, to which Francis Place had called his atten- 
tion.^ Owen was now clear in his mind that the first step of social 
reform was to create a superior physical and mental character 
for all ; the second step was to produce abundance of wealth 
for all ; the third step would be to unite the two first by basing 
society on its true principle, %,e , by placing all within such 
arrangements of surroundings as will well-form the character, 
create the wealth, and cordially unite all in one interest and 
feehng over the world." ® 

Undeterred by the failure of his plan to form villages of ca- 
operation for the unemployed, he laboured assiduously in London 
for his ideas, and, in 1819, a committee consisting of the Duke of 
Kent, Sir Robert Peel, David Ricardo, and W. Tooke, was formed 
in order to raise subscriptions for an experimental establish- 
ment of a '' Parallelogram," but no adequate amount of sub- 
scriptions came in, and the committee dissolved in November, 
1819 Robert Southey, evidently gneved at the failure of Owen's 
committee, comments upon it, sa3nng that if Owen " had not 
alarmed the better part of the nation by proclaiming, upon the 
most momentous of all subjects [religion], opinions which are 
alike fatal to individual happiness and the general good,” he 
might have, ere this, seen thefirstfruits of his labours For the 
connection between moral truth and political wisdom is close 
and indissoluble ; and he who shows himself erroneous upon one 

^ L%fe of Owen, I., p. 129 • , Ia , pp 119-60. 

» , I , p. 243 
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important point, must look to have his opinions properly dis- 
trusted upon others/' ^ 

5. — SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION AND CURRENCY REFORM 

The enormous efforts made by Owen m the years 1815-19 
produced no tangible result. Apart from the Factory Act, 
1819, the honours of which he must undoubtedly share with 
the Lancashire cotton operatives, nothing was achieved in the 
way of the relief of the unemployed or communist experiment. 
In 1819, he issued an Address to the Workmen, offering them 
his whole-hearted assistance m their striving for emancipation 
from misery and ignorance, but under the condition that they 
should first accept and imbue themselves with his doctrine of 
the formation of human character in order to renounce all 
violence and hatred against the possessing and ruling classes. As 
long as they showed themselves impervious to that truth, there 
was no hope of saving them from the depths of misery and 
darkness ; the new light which he had to reveal might then 
prove too strong, and cause more mischief than good. Owen 
was evidently of opinion that it would do no good to society to 
reveal to the workmen the mysteries of wealth-making and the 
principle of communism before they had made a successful 
attempt to re-moralise their character, to extinguish their 
violent class-warfare against the rich He therefore explamed 
to them his psychological theory, and told them that (a) Rich 
and Poor, the governors and the governed, had m reahty the 
same interests , ( 5 ) The upper classes had no more the desire to 
degrade the workmen or to keep them in subjection ; (c) The 
labounng masses possessed now the means for emancipating 
themselves and their posterity from econormc misery, but that 
the knowledge of those means must be withheld from them until 
they fully comprehended that nch and poor were alike the 
creatures of circumstances, and that, therefore, all personal enmity 
was senseless , {d) The past ages belonged to the history of human 
irrationality, and that now the dawn of reason was beginning ^ 

t Robert Southey, Str Thomas More, or CoUoqmes, 1829, 1 ., pp 130-z 
* 76 ., Ia , pp 224-31. 
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The working classes, however, were at that time fully occupied 
with the agitation for Parliamentary Reform, and Owen's ex- 
hortations remained unheeded. He then returned to Scotland, 
where he twice stood as a Parliamentary candidate, and was 
defeated. In 1820, the County of Lanark applied to him for 
a remedy against lack of employment and falling wages. 
Owen wrote his Report to the County of Lanark (1820), in 
which he gave a full exposition of his communist teachings as 
well as of currency reform. 

This document deals also with one of his minor proposals — 
the discarding of plough cultivation for spade cultivation, but 
for the understanding of Owenism it is of no importance, it 
being accidental and logically unconnected with communism, 
although it played, later, some part in the Owenite move- 
ment. 

As far as the communist teachings are concerned, there is 
nothing new in the Report ; they present a good and clear 
summary of Owen's economic views, which he had treated in 
his pamphlets in the years 1815-19. They are only bolder and 
more complete as coming from a courageous thinker who had 
passed the Rubicon, and who, moreover, had come to the con- 
clusion that agriculture and manufacture on commercial lines 
were on the eve of bankruptcy." ^ On the other hand, the 
views on currency and value, which this Report contains, are a 
substantial addition to Owenism. They exercised a considerable 
influence on the later movement, and led to practical experi- 
ments. Prior to 1820, Owen believed that the sources of evil 
were the error of character-building and mal-distribution of 
wealth ; he now began to disseminate the view that the form 
of exchange and the circulating medium were also at the root 
of social misery. His premise was the same as Attwood's, but 
the opinion of John Bellers on money appears also to have in- 
fluenced him. In his Colledge of Industry (1696) Bellers declares 
that the " coUedge fellowship " or communistic establishment 
“ will make labour, and not money, the standard to value all 
necessaries by." Money had its mischiefs, and was called by 

' Report to the County of Lanark, m Life of Owen, Ia„ p, 270 
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the Saviour the Mammon of Unrighteousness ; although land 
and labour were the true riches, yet they could not be made 
productive if money was lacking. In reality, money in the 
body pohtic is what a crutch is to the natural body, crippled ; 
but when the body is sound the crutch is but troublesome. So 
when the particular interest is made a public interest, in such a 
coiledge money will be of little use.*' ^ 

Owen, stimulated by Attwood, Bellers, and the public discus- 
sions on money which were caused by the introduction of mono- 
metahsm (1816) and resumption of specie payment (1819), 
treated also currency and standard of value reform in his 
Report He argues that the distress for which the County of 
Lanark was looking for a remedy showed that, under present 
arrrangements, no remedy was procurable. The wealth of the 
country had grown too rapidly and no measures had been taken 
for directing the overflow into proper channels. Society was 
suffering from an excess of production and weakened by mal- 
distribution, caused partly by the mode of property, and partly 
by bad circulation. Effective measures must, therefore be taken 
for a re-arrangement of the system of property and the standard 
of value or the circulating medium. In taking such measures 
the following pnnciples must be borne in mind : {a) ‘‘ Manual 
labour, properly directed, is the source of all wealth and national 
prosperity , (6) When properly directed, labour is of far more 
value to the community than the expense necessary to maintain 
the labourer in considerable comfort; (c) Manual labour, 
properly directed, may be made to contmue of this value in all 
parts of the world under any supposable increase of its population 
for many centuries to come ; {d) Wealth will grow faster than 
population." There need be no fear of change. With reasonable 
measures, such a change would hterally " let prosperity loose 
on the country." One of the measures was a change m the stan- 
dard of value. It was qmte true that, m the civilised parts of 
the world, gold and silver had long been used for this purpose, 
but they had changed the mtrmsic values of all things into 
artificial values, promoted fraudulent commerce and specula- 
‘ Reprint in Life of Owen, Ia, pp. 164 et seq. 
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tion, and, in consequence, materially retarded the general 
improvement of society. It was fortimate, however, that the 
Bank Restriction (1797) had taught Englishmen that gold and 
silver could no longer represent the increased wealth. Paper 
became legal tender, but this measure at the same time placed 
the community at the mercy of a trading company, which was 
ignorant of the mighty machine it wielded. Gold was restored 
to its ancient dignity, but, being inadequate for the circulation 
of the increased wealth, it aggravated the crisis, poverty, dis- 
content, and danger. The restoration of the metallic currency 
was like forcing a grown-up person to put on the swaddlmg- 
cloth of its infancy. It cramped the body politic. Hence the 
unparalleled depression of agriculture, commerce, and manu- 
facture, and the total annihilation of the value of labour. The 
remedy was a change in the standard of value. The natural 
standard of value is, in principle, human labour, or the combined 
manual and mental powers of man called into action."' A 
certain quantity of such labour should form the unit of value, 
and the labourer who performed it should get a paper note 
certif3dng the number of units of value he had produced, with 
which note he would be able to obtain the necessary goods 
containing an equal number of units of value. 

It might be objected that human labour was unequal, and 
therefore could not form the measure of value. Against this it 
was only necessary to point out that horse power was also un- 
equal, and yet served as the measure of mechanical power. 
Surely, average human power, could be f oimd out, and, as it formed 
the essence of all wealth, its value m every article of produce 
might be ascertained and the relation of its exchange-value to 
other values fixed accordingly ; the whole to be permanent for 
a given period, imtil progress of science had brought further 
facilities for wealth production and made a revaluation necessary. 
Human labour would thus acquire again its natural or intrinsic 
value, which would increase as science advanced ; and this was, 
in fact, the only useful object of science. The demand for human 
labour would no longer be subject to caprice, nor would the sup- 
port of human life be made a perpetually varying article of 
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commerce, and the working classes made the slaves of an artificial 
system of wages, more cruel in its effects than any slavery ever 
practised by society. This change in the standard of value 
would immediately open the most advantageous home markets, 
until the wants of all were supplied, nor, while the standard 
continued, could any evil arise in future from the want of 
markets For, if the labourer was rewarded according to a natural 
standard of value, he would receive a fair proportion of the 
product of labour. Consumption would keep pace with pro- 
duction. 

There is much confusion of thought in these reasonings. Owen 
beheved money and standard of value to be identical, whereas 
money but expresses the standard of value He regarded gold 
and silver as artificial values, and did not see that they could 
only serve as measures of value because they are real values in 
themselves. Owen applied his reform also to conditions of 
pnvate property. If, then, a labourer is to be remunerated 
according to the standard of labour value — i.e , if a labourer 
received for six hours’ work a certain quantity of goods 
embodying six hours' work, he would really receive also 
the additional value produced by machinery, management, 
organisation, or the profit of capital Where should, then, the 
new capital come from ^ Or the cost of maintenance, of science, 
and of administration ^ 

It seems, however, that Owen did not mean that the labourer 
should receive the full product of labour, but a fair wage, or a 
fixed proportion of the product, for after much discussion he 
finally arrives at the conclusion that a fair proportion of the 
product would be for the labourer sixpence an hour. The truth 
appears to be that Owen was caught in the whirlpool of the 
currency controversies in the years 1816-19, without having 
been able to extncate himself. A discordant and fissiparous 
character was hereby imparted to his social economic reasonmgs, 
which made itself felt m the course of development of the Owenite 
movement. Some Owenites became merely currency reformers, 
and busied themselves with remedies for the improvement of 
exchanges and the circulating medium. From the Owenites it 
K 
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passed to the Chartists, and from the latter to the International 
Working Men's Association (1864-73). 

There are thus in Owen's social system two currents of thought . 
(a) Social misery anses from the error concerning the formation 
of character, the excess of production over effective demand, 
and consequent mal-distribution , {b) Social misery springs from 
or IS considerably aggravated by artificial currency, deficient 
circulation. Against the former evils he recommends com- 
munism ; against the latter, labour notes as the circulating 
medium, and he leaves pnvate property untouched. Owen 
undoubtedly preferred commimism, but some of his followers 
regarded circulation and currency as the main point. 

Although Owen and Attwood started from the same premise, 
and had the same views regarding the history of currency in 
the years 1790-1819, th^ differed considerably as regards the 
remedial measures. Attwood and his school desired a paper 
currency in order to enable manufacturers and merchants to get 
loans and to facilitate production. Owen, on the other hand, 
desired labour notes in order to enable the community to fix a 
fair rate of wages and to render the exchanges eqmtable. 

The Report to the County of Lanark was held by Owen 
to be one of his best publications ; it gave, as he thought, a 
full view of society in its whole extent, includmg every depart- 
ment of real life necessary for the happiness of our race. It was 
the first time that the outlines of a science of society were given 
to the world ; . . . and it was after the circulation of this report 
that the imaginative Fourier imagined his notions for forming 
a practical community society, mixing old and new principles 
and practices, which never can continue long to work together," ^ 
In 1821, Owen wrote a treatise, Social System, published 
in 1826-7, Harmony Gazette,^ His way of thinking 

is completely communist, without any admixture of private 
property institutions. He was then already determined to 
retire from business and form a community in order to act by 
example,*^ He directs his critical shafts against the political 

» Life of Owen, I., pp. 238, 234. 

Harmony Gazette, February 14, 1827 (note). 
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economists They had totally misunderstood their subject 
They had, m all cases, supposed that the sole object of society 
was the accumulation of riches and that men would necessarily 
obtain all they required in proportion as their wealth increased. 
They had always reasoned as though man were an inanimate 
machine, without the capacity of suffenng, understanding, or 
enj03nng. They had led the nation from error to error, until it 
had become evident that production was easier than distnbu- 
tion At this moment the mam sufferings of mankind arose 
from the excess of wealth and the excess of ignorance ; the 
political economists were powerless to alleviate the lot of the 
greatest number of the population ; their praise of individualism, 
competition and foreign trade had resulted in the degradation 
of the many by mal-distribution. The main problem was, 
therefore, not production, but proper distribution. 

The real object of pohtical economy or a science of society 
should be happiness for all. This object could only be attained to 
by a system of mutual aid and co-operation, or communities with 
equahty of labour and equahty of distnbution. The achieve- 
ments of science would then be accessible to all, and therefore 
cease to be a curse for the many. Every new mechanical inven- 
tion would lead not to the displacement of the labourer, but 
to the abridgment of labour time. It would not aggravate the 
opposition of interests, but strengthen the community and 
harmony of interests, since under a system of equahty of labour 
every member would have the interest of abridging and 
facilitating the process of production Ignorance could not exist 
in such a society, since it was in the interest of aU to educate and 
train every member and make him an efficient producer. Abund- 
ance of wealth joined to equal distnbution would put an end 
to all economic crises. Equality of distribution would under 
such conditions appear qmte natural “ With means thus 
ample to procure wealth with ease and pleasure to aU, none will 
be so unwise as to desire to have the trouble and care of individual 
property. To divide riches among individuals in unequal pro- 
portions or to hoard it for individual purposes, will be perceived 
as useless and injunous as it would be to divide air or light into 
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unequal quantities for different individuals, or that they should 
hoard them/'^ 

In the years 1812-21, Owen was at the zenith of his mental 
powers. His activities in the following forty years, or from 
1821 to his death m 1858, were either reiterations and pro- 
paganda of his views, at which he had arrived in the second 
decade of the nineteenth century, or attempts to put them into 
practice. 

The leading representatives of the country of Lanark having 
refused to put the Report into operation, Owen made an effort 
to form a community at Motherwell, but failed to interest 
a sufficient number of wealthy people to subscribe the necessary 
capital For all his authority and persuasive powers, he did 
not succeed, at that time, either m getting in touch with the 
leaders of the worlang classes, or m bringing his communist 
views to the test of experience Baffled in his ardent desire 
for immediate and tangible results, interfered with even in his 
educational experiments m New Lanark, he failed to notice 
that he was making proselytes among intellectuals, stimulating 
several critics, and creating an Owenite school of thought destined 
to leave a deep impress on the movement of the working classes 
and their socialist leaders. His first adherents were Scotsmen, 
Xnshmen. and Welshmen — George Mudie, Abram Combe, Archi- 
bald James Hamilton, William Thompson, John Gray, J. M. 
Morgan, who subsequently became the pioneers of Owenism, 
spreading its doctrines among the working classes and forming 
communities. 

However, the disappointments and defeats which Owen had 
suffered since 1815 induced him to retire from business, and to 
leave Great Britain for Amenca, where he thought to find free 
men, brought up in the spirit of the Declaration of Independence, 
and to form there a community. In 1824 he carried out his 
plan. He bought the Rappist community Harmony," in 
the State of Indiana, for ;£30,ooo, and converted it into a New 
Harmony after his own model. His attention to that com- 
munity had been drawn by reports of travellers, which were 
^ The Booh of the New Moral World, 1836, Introduction, xxi. 
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reproduced by Evans, the Spencean, in his Christian Policy 
(i8i8), and by the anon5unous writer of Mr, Owen*s Proposed 
Arrangements (1819), at the end of the third letter to Ricardo. 
The Rappists, simple religious peasants from Germany, had 
bought, in 1814, about 30,000 acres of land, then a mere desert, 
and converted it, within a few years, into a flounshing communist 
settlement. Thither Owen repaired, and about 900 people, 
a motley of idealists, adventurers, and craftsmen, joined him. 
Only very few of them were capable of sustained effort or 
animated by the true pioneering spirit. After three years of 
much disharmony and constitution -making, the communist 
experiment ended in dismal failure. Owen lost his money, and 
finally returned to England, where, in the years 1832-44, he 
displayed great activity among the working classes. This period 
of his eventful hfe belongs, however, to the history of Chartism 
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I. — ^SOCIALISM BASED ON CO-OPERATION 

In the years 1820 to 1830 the doctrines of Owen, supported by 
anti-capitalist deductions from Ricardo’s theory of value, entered 
the wide field of working-class agitation, and coalesced into a 
sjretem of socialism The industrial, commercial, and political 
life of the nation favoured the dissemination and growth of the 
new views. The reign of George IV. marks the rise of Liberalism 
and the birth of the modem Labour Movement, political and 
socialistic. This decade saw the repeal of the Navigation Act, 
of the Combination Laws, of the Corporation and Test Acts ; 
it witnessed the destruction of the last remnants of the yeomanry, 
and the bulk of the handloom weavers , in it occurred a short, 
but phenomenal spell of manufacturing and commercial pros- 
perity (1824-5), accompanied by the biggest and hardest-fought 
strikes which the country had until then experienced ; after 
which one of the severest commercial crises overtook the nation, 
and the temper of agranan and industrial labour became restive 
and rebelhous. '* King Ludd ” reappeared in the manufacturing 
centres, and “ Captain Swing " devastated the counties by fire. 
Capitalism appeared to be on its trial. Thinking people began 
to read Adam Smith again, to pore over Ricardo, with a critical 
eye, and even Owen, the visionary, found favour with some 
intellectuals An era of economic cnticism and co-operative 
experiment was ushered in, which laid the foimdation of modern 
socialism, in the midst of a gloomy atmosphere and full of fore- 
bodings of the impending bankruptcy of capitalism Socialism, 
at its birth, imbibed the dogma that industrialism meant short 
spells of prosperity, followed by chronic crises, pauperisation 
of the masses, and the sudden advent of the social revolution. 

182 



SOCIALISM BASED ON CO-OPERATION 183 

Two sets of social reformers and critics made then their appeals 
to the nation, and, particularly, to the working classes, whom 
they were beginning to designate producers or industrious 
classes. They were making their appeals to the workers, not as 
wage-slaves, but as producers of the wealth of the nation. One 
set consisted of individualists, who, whilst unsparing m their 
criticism of the capitalists, whom they regarded as non-producers, 
were not favourable to socialism, and practically demanded a 
return to the pre-capitahst era, but completely freed from the 
fetters of mercantilism ; they demanded, m short, a society of 
free, independent, small producers, agricultural and manufactur- 
ing, governed by natural laws of exchange — ^without any Govern- 
ment interference The other set of reformers, though in 
agreement with thelormer as to the injurious effects of capitahsm 
and State regulations, recommended socialism as the remedy 
for the wrongs of Labour and the ills of the nation at large 
With the former we shall deal in a subsequent chapter. Our 
first business is the exposition of the doctrines of co-operative 
sociahsm. 

This movement as it issued from purely Owenite sources, 
though supplemented by deductions from the Ricardian theory 
of value, was pacific, constructive, educational, and non-political. 
Class warfare, passionate appeals to the feebngs of Labour, 
demands for legal enactments, and government reforms were 
regarded not only as utterly futile, but directly detrimental 
to the cause of the people ; even trade union activities, strikes, 
and coercion, were often condemned, and they were but tolerated 
m so far as they could lead to co-operative-socialist unions 
The Owemtes believed that all social evils and wrongs had their 
origin in error, in the neglect of natural rights, but not in ill-will 
and class antagonisms. Society was suffering because the 
nation allowed itself to be actuated by erroneous conceptions 
The most mischievous effect of error regarding society was 
competition. Hence the proper methods of removing evil 
and wrong were the spreading of truth and the formation of 
co-operative communities, or other co-operative forms of econo- 
mic life. The main representatives of these views were George 
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Mudie, Abram Combe, William Thompson, John Minter Morgan, 
and John Francis Bray, writers of ability and men of action 
The most distingmshed among them was William Thompson. 
The views they were spreading and practising may be called 
Orthodox Owemsm. After the failure of Owen to enlist the 
sympathies of the ruling classes for his plan, he and his faithful 
adherents mainly appealed for the sympathies of the working 
classes, or rather of the more intelligent and better situated 
elements of Labour, and as these were generally organising 
themselves for fighting purposes into trade unions, the orthodox 
Owenites made great efforts to persuade them to convert these 
unions into co-operative-socialist societies, and to invest their 
funds in production on socialist lines, instead of wasting their 
money on bitter and futile strikes 
Organised labour never accepted complete Owenism. As a 
rule, they added to certain parts of it political action or trade 
union action. One of their most gifted leaders, William Lovett, 
relates that he and his friends, after having read and admired 
the writings of Robert Owen, Peter (probably a mistake for 
William) Thompson, Morgan, Gray, and others, resolved to 
be instrumental to the extent of their means and their abilities 
m spreading a knowledge of these works throughout the country. 
They intended, however, to avoid the course taken by Robert 
Owen. He had all along, though in his mild manner, condemned 
the radical reformers, believing as he did, that reform was to be 
effected solely on this plan ; the radical reformers of the working 
classes believing that his plan could only be carried out when 
the reforms they sought had been accomplished. . . . They 
resolved to take up such parts of his (Owen's) system as they 
believed would be appreciated by the working classes, and be 
the means of uniting them for specific purposes, taking care 
that these purposes should not interfere more than was possible 
with opinions in the proceedings to be adopted in matters on 
which great differences of opinion prevailed/'^ In short, the 
leading spirits of the working classes took up only certain parts 
of Owen's teachings, at the same time adhering to the Radical 

^Lovett’s Memorandum in Place, Add. MSS. 27791, III. 
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movement for Parliamentary reform. They believed that 
only through political power would the labouring masses be able 
to bring about the co-operative commonwealth, while the 
orthodox Owenites emphasised the pnonty of economics, arguing 
that forms of government and legislatures were the superstructure 
and economics the basis of society , the main business of socialists 
consisted therefore in changing the forms of wealth production, 
for as soon as this was accomplished the superstructure would 
adjust itself to the new basis. 

Finally, parallel with these two mam streams of Owenism 
ran a third which concentrated its activity on the process of 
exchange and the fxmction of currency. Its foremost represen- 
tative was John Gray, who attempted to combine individuahsa- 
tion of production with a socialisation of the exchange of com- 
modities through national storehouses and labour notes. 

Common to all Owenites was the cnticism and disapproval 
of the capitalist or competitive system, as well as the sentiment 
that the United Kingdom was on the eve of adopting the new 
views. A boundless optimism pervaded the whole Owemte 
school, and it filled its adherents with the unshakable belief 
that the conversion of the nation to socialism was at hand, or 
but a question of a few years. Commercial crises, plethora of 
wealth, and widespread misery, dissatisfaction and general 
ferment, proved that society was out of joint. “ And when these 
things begin to come to pass, then look up, and hft up your heads , 
for your redemption draweth nigh.*' 

2. — ^RISE OF THE TERM “ SOCIALIST ** 

The centre of co-operative socialist thought was the London 
Co-operative Society, founded in the autumn, 1824, for the 
purpose of formation of a community on the principles of 
mutual co-operation," and to restore " the whole produce of 
labour to the labourer " The founders declared that happiness 
was the true object of human exertions, and that it could not 
be attained to without a Imowledge of the principles of society , 
the inventions and discoveries that led to the production of an 
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abxmdance of wealth could not produce happiness unless cor- 
responding progress was made in moral and political science. 
Only through such knowledge could man come to see that 
competition and private accumulations or excessive inequality 
could never produce happiness ; society must, therefore, be 
built up on a system of mutual co-operation, community of 
property, equal labour, and equal enjoyment. Accordingly, 
the members of the London Co-operative Society resolved to 
“ renounce all the evils of trafficking or mere commerce, likewise 
profit, which implies living on the labour of others ; aU our 
exchanges being proposed to be for fair equivalents, represent- 
ing equal labour, and destined for immediate or gradual 
consumption, and not for accumulation to command the labour 
of others." 

The best periodical publication of orthodox Owenism was 
The Co-operattve Magaztne (1826-30), which contains a great 
amount of instructive matter. It was the central organ of co- 
operative thought and experiment of the time. It expressed the 
views, arrived at by serious and long discussions, of the London 
Co-operative Society This Society and its organ were the 
common meeting-place of the adherents of communist 
co-operation. Here are some of the subjects of their debates : — 
" May not the greater part of the moral and physical evils 
which afflict mankind be traced to individual competition in the 
production and distribution of wealth ? " 

" Is the labourer entitled to the whole produce of his labour ? 
Why is, in the present state of society, the lot of the producing 
classes poverty and wretchedness ? " 

'' What are the objections to a state of voluntary equality of 
wealth and community of property ^ And can they be satisfac- 
torily answered ? " 

" Is the position of Mr Owen correct, that man is not properly 
the subject of praise or blame, reward and punishment ? " 

" Would the arts and sciences flourish under the co-operative 
system ? " 

" Is theie any principle in human nature which presents an 
insurmountable obstacle to the co-operative system ? " 
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Can the working classes permanently improve their condi- 
tion by combinations to raise the rate of wages, or by benefit 
societies and similar means now adopted by them ? 

“ Is the right of property denved from nature, or from social 
compact ? ” 

Are the present distresses of the country attributable to 
redundant population ? 

In these debates the term '' Socialist must have been coined 
It is found for the first time m The Co-operative Magazine of 
November, 1827 — ^in the same year in which Robert Owen 
published, in The New Harmony Gazette, a series of articles under 
the heading Social System/' The adjective '' social " in 
juxtaposition to self-love is of course much older , its ongin may 
be traced back to Alexander Pope's well-known verses in the 
Essay on Man * — 

" So two consistent motions act the soul ; 

And one regards itself, and one the whole. 

Thus God and Nature linked the general frame. 

And bade self-love and social be the same.” 

With Owen and his adherents, however, self-love and social 
were not only not the same, but in direct opposition to each 
other Self-love found its expiession in individual competition, 
while social meant communist co-operation In a footnote to a 
communication of the Brighton co-operators, the editor of 
The Co-operative Magazine observes that the value of a com- 
modity consisted both of present and past labour (capital or 
stock), and the main question was ** whether it is more beneficial 
that this capital should be individual or common." Those who 
argued that it should be m the hands of individual employers 
were the modem political economists of the type of James Mill 
and Malthus, while those who thought it should be common were 

the Communionists and Socialists " ^ They based their 
demands on moral grounds, on the doctrines of Robert Owen, 

^ Co-operative Magazine, 1826, 1827 , John Gray, Lecture on 
Human Happiness, 1825, Appendix , William Thompson, Labour 
Rewarded, 1827, p 106 

» Co-operative Magazine, 1827, p 509 (footnote) C/. Arohiv 
fur die GeschicUe des Soztahsmus, 1912, 2 und 3 Heft, pp. 372, seq. 
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and on the theory of labour value, from which they deduced 
the injustice of the existing order.^ 

3. — SOCIALIST DEDUCTIONS FROM RICARDO : A CRITICISM 

It is hardly possible for an Englishman of to-day to form an 
adequate idea of the charm which Ricardo’s Pnnciples exercised 
on his ancestors of nearly a century ago. Only a German is 
still able to feel it, for he lives nearer the industrial revolution 
and all the social ferment that it produces, and he has to study 
also Karl Marx — the last great disciple of Ricardo who developed 
the labour value theory to its final consequences. Most of the 
controversies of German and Eastern European scholarship 
concerning Marx’s Cap%tal were, in their essence, fought out in 
the years between 1820 and 1830 in England round Ricardo. 
Englishmen, at that time, still liked a good logical tussle, and 
found pleasure in economic theories. 

Adam Smith and David Ricardo, in assuming that labour was 

the original purchase money that was paid for all things,” 
and that in the ” early and rude state of society which precedes 
both the accumulation of stock and the appropriation of land,” ^ 
exchange-value was known, committed the error of transferring 
concepts of advanced commercial societies to an age and social 
state in which economy was self-sufficing and exchange a rare 
exception. Any Christian missionary or traveller in non-civi- 
lised lands could expose that error by relating his experience 
with members of tribal societies. When a ” savage ” gives 
handfuls of gold nuggets for a necklace of glass beads, or a bag of 
diamonds for a cart and a span of oxen, he merely follows desire 
or utility, without any reference to the quantity of labour em- 
bodied in the goods exchanged The meaning of worth or 
intrinsic value is utility, or the virtue of a thing, a quality which 
resides in it and renders it desirable. Aristotle regarded the 
utility of a thing as the foundation of value. He held barter or 
exchanging things for use as proper and natural, while trading or 

1 See supra, pp. 175'”! 77. 

* Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, book i, ch. 5 ; Ricardo, Princi- 
ples, ch. I, sec. I. 
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buying things for the purpose of selling them at a higher pnce 
than they cost was improper or unnatural Aristotle thought 
that a trader was buying up utilities m order to extort a profit 
from the people who need them^ In regarding trade as un- 
natural he imphcitly showed that he had no idea of exchange- 
value, which really means exchanging equal quantities of labour 
to the mutual benefit of both buyer and seller. 

Shakespeare's view of value is similar to that of Aristotle 
In Troilus and Cressida (act 2, scene 2), Hector and Troilus are 
discussing the meaning of it. 

Hect Brother, she is not worth what she doth cost 
The holding. 

Tfo. What IS aught but as *tis valued ? 

Hect But value dwells not m particular will ; 

It holds his estimate and dignity 
As well wherein Tis precious of itself. 

John Locke also held mtrmsick value " to mean utihty.® 

The concept of exchange-value arose only with the ascendancy 
of the commercial classes, who had to defend and justify their 
property against mediaeval views. Labour, as the title to pro- 
perty and the foundation and measure of exchange-value, is a 
theory in opposition to feudal conceptions of property. Ethi- 
cally, the theory of exchange-value justifies commerce against 
Canon Law and against Anstotle by demonstrating that trading 
meant an exchange of equal quantities of labour and was, there- 
fore, equitable and just and good. 

This theory, having its ongin m a comparatively advanced 
trading and manufacturing society, where capital and labour 
were largely united m the same hands, means capitalist labour, 
t,e,, labour exercised by the craftsmanship and skill as weU as 
organising, managing, and supenntendmg capacities of the 
capitalist. It is an English theory, and it arose in the seventeenth 
century, and no English economist ever thought of propertyless 
labour as the foundation and measure of value From Sir 
William* Petty to Ricardo the great Enghsh leaders of pohtical 

1 Aristotle, PohUcs, I. 8 (Jowett*s translation), 

* John Locke, Of Ctvtl Government, II. 5. 
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economy were so cleax in their minds about the meaning given 
here of labour-value that they neglected to emphasise it. Hence 
the confusion that arose when that theory was taken up either 
by their less discriminating followers or by the socialists Only a 
careful analysis of the history of that concept will reveal its 
original meaning. 

The author of the exchange-value theory is Sir William Petty, 
the son of a clothier, the observer of many arts and crafts, and a 
realistic intellect of the highest order. His economic reasonings 
do not form a separate treatise, but are interwoven with enquiries 
concerning public affairs- His Treatise on Taxes and Political 
Arithmetic contain his most original thoughts. The latter book 
was written in refutation of one of those periodic panics occasioned 
by cnes and lamentations about the decay of England and the 
overwhelming and increasing power of foreign nations. Living 
in the seventeenth century, when middle-class economics, trade 
and commerce were growing, when the whole life of the nation 
was being commercialised. Petty asked himself, What was money, 
and what did it measure ^ And he replied : — 

“ Our silver and gold we call by several names, and in England 
by pounds, shillings, and pence. But that which I would say upon 
this matter is that all things ought to be valued by two natural 
denominations, which is land and labour ; that is, we ought to 
say, a ship or garment is worth such a measure of land with such 
another measure of labour, . , . for Labour is the father 
and active pnnciple of wealth as Lands are the mother."^ But 
what labour ? Is it only labour in factory, mine, and field, 
done by propertyless hands ? Petty's reply was : — 

“ Suppose a man could, with his own hands, plant a certain 
scope of land with com, that is, could dig, plough, harrow, weed, 
reap, carry home, thresh, and winnow ; and had withal seed 
wherewith to sow the same. I say that this man after having 
subtracted his seed out of the proceed of his harvest, and also 
what himself has both eaten and given to others m exchange for 
clothes and other natural necessaries, the remainder of corn is a 

^Sir William Petty, Economic Writings, Hull’s edition, 1899, 
PP- 68, 44-5 



DEDUCTIONS FROM RICARDO 


191 

natural and true rent of the land for that year. . . . But 
a further, though collateral, question may be, How much English 
money this com or rent is worth ^ I answer, so much as the 
money which another individual can save within the same time 
over and above his expense, if he employed himself wholly to 
produce and make it, viz. let another man travel into a country 
where is silver, there dig it, refine it, bring it to the same place 
where the other man planted his com ; coin it, etc., the same 
person working all the while for his silver, gathering also food for 
his necessary livehhood and procunng himself covenng, etc., I 
say, the silver of the one must be esteemed of equal value with 
the com of the other ; the one, perhaps twenty ounces, and the 
other twenty bushels. From whence it follows that the price of a 
bushel of this com to be an ounce of silver."^ Trade and com- 
merce thus consist in exchanges of equal quantities of labour. 
Or “ if a man can bring to London an ounce of silver out of the 
earth m Pern in the same time that he can produce a bushel of 
com, then one is the natural price of the other. Now, if by rea- 
son of new and more easy mines a man can get two ounces of 
silver as easily as formerly he did one, then com will be as 
cheap at ten shillings as it was before at five shilhngs, caetens 
panbus. . . . Natural dearness and cheapness depends 
upon the few or more hands requisite to the necessaries of life 

It IS clear that Petty, in formulating his exchange-value theory, 
had m mind a man with capital who works and manages his busi- 
ness. All this work, comprising outlay of capital, planmng, 
managing, production of commodities, transport, and exchange, 
constitutes the value of a thing. Such labour is the foundation, 
and the quantity of such labour is the measure of value. 

And now, what was the opinion of Petty with regard to wage 
labour employed under the management of the capitalist, at 
any part of the process of production, transport, and exchange ^ 
Petty said, “ It is observed by clothiers and others who employ 
great numbers of poor people that when com is extremely plenti- 
ful the labour of the poor is extremely dear, and scarcely to be 
had at all, so hcentious axe they who labour only to eat or rather 
^Ib., p. 43. p. 51- 
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to drink. Wherefore, when so many acres sown with corn 
. . . shall produce perhaps double to what is expected or 
necessary, it seems not unreasonable that this common blessing 
of God should be applied to the common good of all people . . . 
much rather than the same should be abased by the vile and 
brutish part of mankind to the prejudice of the commonwealth."^ 

Wage labour was, evidently, regarded by Petty as something 
inferior or a necessary evil, and by no means as a creator of value. 

Exceedingly instructive, in this respect, is the view of Gregory 
King. In his treatise on the various classes of society, m 1686, 
he drew up a table of the national income and expenditure,* in 
which he stated that there were at that time, in England and 
Wales, 511,586 families who increased the national wealth by 
2,447,000/ annually, and 849,000 families who decreased the 
national wealth by 622,000/ annually, among the latter being 
the families of wage-labourers — i e., the masses of property less 
working men, who thus not only created nothing, but actually 
decreased the national income. King was no economist, but 
merely gave expression to the opmions that prevailed in the 
seventeenth century. Labour, as the foundation of value, was 
the labour of the capitalists or of handicraftsmen and artisans, 
who worked in their own workshops and with their own tools, 
and generally managed their business of buying, producing, and 
selling ; and the same applies to the yeomen, farmers, and other 
land-possessing peasantry. 

John Locke, in speaking of labour as making things valuable, 
does not discriminate between capitalist labour and wage labour, 
but his whole point of view was that of the proprietors of land 
and workshops, since his arguments were intended to establish 
the truth of his proposition that labour was the only legitimate 
title to property, for " 'tis labour which puts the greatest part 
of the value upon land, without which it would scarcely be 
worth anything. . . I think it will be a very modest computa- 
tion to say that of the product of the earth useful to the life of 

^Sir William Petty, Economic Writings, Hulks edition, 1899, 
pp. 274-5 

•Gregory King, Natural and Pohttcal Ohservahons^ 1694, p. 3, 
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man, nine-tenths are the effects of labour ... in most cases, 
ninety-nine hundredths are wholly to be put on the account of 
labour/' and by this creation of value labour became the real 
title to property. Middle-class property was, therefore, justi- 
fied. This was the inference which Locke drew from his labour 
theory. For the labouring poor he only asked pansh rehef. 
The labourer's share being but rarely more than a bare sub- 
sistence, he must, in times of unemplo5nnent, come to the parish. 
Also, when the prices of commodities rise the labourer’s wages 
** must rise with the price of things to make him hve, or else, 
not being able to maintain himself and family by his labour, he 
comes to the parish.” ^ 

In the eighteenth century, many popular writers, not being 
trained economists, failed to discriminate between capitalist and 
wage labour, and merely wrote of labour being the source of 
wealth. 

Adam Smith, by his great and well deserved authority, spread 
the confusion, although he was fully aware of the meaning of 
the labour concept. In treating of wages he speaks of wage 
labour as the creator of that fund which supplies the nation 
with the necessaries and conveniences of hfe. ” It is but equity,” 
he says, ” that they, t e,, the wage labourers ^ho feed, clothe, 
and lodge the whole body of the people, should have such a share 
of the produce of their own labour as to be themselves tolerably 
fed, clothed, and lodged ” {Wealth of Nations^ book i, ch 8, 
section 4), In treating of the different employment of capital, 
he holds, as a matter of course, that “ the persons whose capitals 
are employed in any of those four ways , in procuring the 
raw materials, in manufacturing those raw materials, in trans- 
porting raw and manufactured materials, in distnbuting those 
goods, are themselves productive labourers ; their labour, when 
properly directed, fixes and realizes itself in the commodity 
upon which it is bestowed, and generally adds to its price the 
value at least of their own maintenance and consumption. The 
profits of the farmer, of the manufacturer, of the merchant and 
retailer, are ah drawn from the price of the goods which the 
^ John Locke, Worh$, 1812, Vol. 5, pp. 57, 71, seq. 
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two first produce, and the two last buy and sell ... No equal 
capital puts into motion a greater quantity of productive labour 
than that of the farmer. Not only his labouring servants, but 
his labouring cattle are productive labourers. . . . The labourers 
and labounng cattle,'' etc. (/&., book 2, chap. 5). In this chapter 
we have a transformation of the scene and actors. As the mam 
agents in the creation of wealth and value, appear the capitalists, 
while wage labourers are put on the same level as cattle. The 
further we proceed in our reading of Adam Smith, the clearer 
grows the conviction that he meant that capitalist labour consti- 
tuted the source of wealth and value In dealing with the rise 
of civil government. Smith unhesitatingly states his opmion 
that the owners of property acquired it “ by the labour of many 
years, or, perhaps, of many successive generations," while the 
labounng poor are described as swayed by the passions of hatred 
of labour and love of ease and enjoyment," and driven by these 
passions " to invade property " ( 16 ., book 5, chap i, part 2). 
It is but necessary to collate these passages in order to perceive, 
at a glance, the inconsistencies and confusions in which Adam 
Smith was entangled. 

The same remarks apply to Colquhoun. On page 109 of 
his Treatise, the manufacturers, proprietors and fanners, are 
accounted as productive labourers, while on page no he sings 
the song of poverty as the creator of the wealth of nations. 

David Ricardo is free from these inconsistencies and con- 
fusions, but fails to think out his theories to their final conse- 
quences. He regarded labour, as directed and managed by the 
capitalist, as the foundation and measure of exchange-value. 
But which labour ^ The labour of wage-earners and cattle, i.e., 
living labour, or circulating capital, to the exclusion of fixed 
capital Ricardo assumed that capital employed m manu- 
facture, agnculture, etc., was composed of two portions — nz. 
fixed and circulating ; the fixed capital or machinery and raw 
materials do not create any new value, but only add to the pro- 
duced or handled commodity as much value as they lost by their 
being used up, or wntten off, in the process of production and 
distnbution. On the other hand, circulating capital was the 
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real source of exchange-value, and from it flowed the new values 
Not machinery, but living labour augments the values or the 
annual fimd which supplies the nation with all it needs. TMs 
theory is, however, quite incapable of explaming the problem 
of the distnbution of profit. Suppose two capitalists start cloth 
manufactunng with equal capitals But one possesses more ex- 
pensive machinery, or a higher portion of feed capital, and, 
therefore, has less to spend on hving labour, since his circulating 
capital IS smaller. The other capitahst, foUowmg the theory of 
Ricardo, cares more for circulating capital, and makes it as large 
as possible. Were Ricardo nght, the latter manufacturer would 
create a larger amount of new values and earn higher profits 
than the former. Experience, however, shows that equal capitals 
employed in the same industry, or m the whole field of industry, 
yield, or tend to yield, equal earning. In the market all differ- 
ences in the composition of capital, all differences between the 
amounts of feed and circulating capital, disappear, while the 
total amount of the employed capital determines profit and pnce. 
It is no use replying that supply and demand or competition 
equalise price and profit, for Ricardo knew all that, and regarded 
it as a disturbing, but not an invalidating factor of his theory. 
Moreover, were Ricardo's theory in consonance with the realities 
of economic life, the enormous and astonishing increase of 
wealth, as measured by exchange-values, since the Economic 
Revolution, would be inexphcable. Ricardo himself admitted 
that the introduction of machinery displaced hvmg labour, 
diminished circulating capital, and yet the national income 
grew by leaps and bounds. China and India employ relatively 
and absolutely more living labour than either Great Britain or 
the United States of America ; none the less the former countnes 
are suffering from lack of capital, while the latter countries are 
constantly on the look-out for new markets and investments in 
order to place their surplus capitals. Or take the development of 
England since the end of the seventeenth century. According 
to King, England and Wales, with a population of five milhons, 
had then a national income of about forty-three miihons sterhng. 
In 1913, England and Wales, with a population of thirty-seven 
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millions, had a national income of about fourteen hundred mil- 
hons sterhng. The population and the manual labour inci eased 
sevenfold, the national income thirty-three times. What had 
happened in the meantime to account for this growth of wealth 
and value ^ The advent of applied science, new discoveries, 
and higher organisation. It is altogether an absurd belief that 
an illiterate boy and female worker tending a machine should 
create new values, while steam, electncity, chemistry, the 
embodiments of genius, and the highest exertions of countless 
ages of collective human thought and endeavour, should be barren 
of economic values. 

The surplus earnings over the prime cost, or the new wealth 
produced annually, can therefore not be the result of living labour 
(circulating capital) only, but of the accumulated labour (fixed 
capital) as well. A factory, a modem farm, a commercial estab- 
lishment, embody the labour of centuries of invention, discovery, 
organisation, management, transport, production, and distnbu- 
tion. Indeed, the periods of technological inventions, scientific 
and geographical discoveries, and introduction of new forms of 
economic organisation constitute epochs in the history of wealth 
and value. And these are mainly the work of mental qualities of 
a high order. The active agent, then, in the production of wealth 
is mind, and as it was mainly under the system of private pro- 
perty that the human mind brought about those inventions, 
discoveries, and organisations, the new wealth which they have 
been yielding takes therefore the form of property and capital. 
And by the expenditure and new creations of capital the exchange 
values of the commodities are measured. Exchange-value has 
just as much to do with wealth as the yard or the pound has to do 
with the length or weight of things. It is merely a measure, and 
its expression, under the present system, is money. In order to 
preclude error it is necessary to add that just as the yard can only 
measure dimensions because it has itself certain dimensions, or 
just as the pound measures weight because it has itself gravity, 
so money measures value because it is itself valuable or based on 
valuable things, i e., on things which embody a certain quantity of 
capital. 
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We have seen the confusions into which such waters as Smith 
and Ricardo have fallen with regard to the concept of productive 
labour. Errors of great minds are generally but a degree less 
instructive than their truths. There is reason in such errors 
Smith and Ricardo eaed, because they had not seen and 
could not have seen the developed form of capitalist production. 
They were still thinking of domestic industnes, farmers, small 
traders, and independent craftsmen, rather than of wage-labour 
divorced from the mental functions and tools of labour, which is 
the mam charactenstic of the factory system and large agricul- 
ture. This can be clearly perceived from the reasonings of the 
social critics of the time of the Economic Revolution. All of 
them saw in the capitalist, who was then re-organismg the econo- 
mic basis of society, a mere speculator and cunning money- 
monger, and in the labourer the real producer. It is remarkable 
that by ** manufacturer ” the writers of those times mean a 
" workman employed in manufacture."' Manufacturer, as 
meaning the owner of the factory and employer of labour, is of 
later origin. Trade or traffic,” says Charles Hall, '' consists in 
buying and selling articles produced by the poor, and gaining a 
profit by them. These articles are all the products of the hands 
of the labourers, manufacturers, etc.,J[rom whom they are ob- 
tained for less than their full value , a profit otherwise could not 
be made. The tradesman, therefore, shares or takes part of the 
fruits of the labour of the poor. . . . The means enabling 
tradesmen to share or take a part of the product of the labour of 
the poor, is their capital, which puts it into their power to furnish 
materials to the artificers to work on, and to provide them with 
immediate subsistence, and on that account is supposed to give 
the tradesman a just claim to a part of the production of the work- 
man's hands. Substantially the same views are to be found in 
the whole socialist and anti-capitalist literature since 1820 on- 
wards. Ravenstone, Gray, Hodgskin, William Thompson, and 
the leaders of Chartism, assumed that the capitalist as such was 
non-productive and was merely a lender of the means of product- 
ion to the wage-labourers, from whom he extorted a usunous rate 

1 Charles Hall, Ejects of Ctvthsaiton, edition 1850, pp. 56-7. 
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of interest on his capital. Moreover, they either misunderstood 
or corrected Ricardo by assuming that the foundation of value 
and source of wealth was exclusively the labour in field, factory, 
and mine, while the labour of transport and distribution was not 
productive of value This is not the opinion of Ricardo, for he 
includes in the definition of labour-value all kinds of labour 
necessary to manufacture (the commodities) and bnng them to 
market,"' He says : First, there is the labour necessary to 
cultivate the land on which the raw cotton is grown ; secondly, 
the labour of conveying the cotton to the country where the 
stockings are to be manufactured . . . ; thirdly, the labour 
of the spinner and weaver ; fourthly, a portion of the labour of 
the engineer, smith, carpenter, who erected the buildings and 
machinery . . . ; fifthly, the labour of the retail dealer, 
and of many others . . . The aggregate sum of these vari- 
ous kinds of labour determines the quantity of other things for 
which these stockings will be exchanged " (Ricardo, Pnnc%ples, 
chap. I, sec. 3). 

So much as to value. Another critical conclusion was drawn 
by the more revolutionary socialists from the Ricardian concept of 
wages. " Labour, like aU other things which may be purchased 
and sold," says Ricardo, " has its natural and its market price. 
The natural price of labour is that price which is necessary to 
enable the labourers to subsist and to perpetuate their race, 
without either increase or diminution. . . . With a rise in 
the price of food and necessaries, the natural price of labour will 
rise ; with the fall in their price, the natural price of labour will 
fall."« From this statement, which is by no means complete, 
the conclusion was drawn that, under the capitalist system, the 
wages of labour could never amount to more than a minimum of 
means of subsistence. No matter how much the workman pro- 
duced, his real wages would always tend to that minimum. 
Moreover, by this Ricardian law of wages, the poor must get 
poorer and the rich richer. If, for instance, the workman pro- 
duced necessaries enough for two persons, he would get half the 
produce ; if, by reason of inventions and improvements, he pro- 
duced enough for ten persons, he would only get one-tenth of the 
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produce of his labour, while his employer would get nine-tenths 
Thus, the more goods he could create the smaller the proportion of 
his reward. It really did not matter to the workman how the 
country was governed, what the taxes were, or what the political 
parties did, for the main thing that concerned him was the law of 
wages, which, being inherent in the capitalist mode of production, 
could only perish with it. All reforms that did not touch the 
wage problem were mere tinkering, and therefore not worth the 
attention of Labour. 

This cnticism, which bears all the marks of a mechanical 
conception of social life, must, however, not be laid at the door 
of Ricardo. He clearly points out that notwithstanding the 
tendency of wages to conform to their natural rate, their market 
rate may, in an improving society, for an indefinite period, be 
constantly above it {Pnnciples, chap. 5). And even his natural 
price includes conveniences as well as necessaries of hfe. But 
the revolutionary sociahsts simply refused to believe that capi- 
talist society could be improving, or progressive. Their outlook 
was statical, and they failed to perceive the d3mamic forces that 
were operating on social life. By their exaggerations and one- 
sided assertions they hampered rather than promoted the 
recognition of the rights of Labour and the moral essence of 
Socialism. 

The truth appears to be that most writers on subjects of moral 
philosophy, social and economic science, and history of nations, 
form their conceptions not from phenomena which axe in the 
process of shaping themselves, but from phenomena which 
already belong to the post. The external world moves faster than 
the operations of the human mind. Objective creation precedes 
subjective logic Or, as Hegel says, the owl of Minerva emerges 
from its hiding after sunset.*' ^ To this purely objective and, 
perhaps, inevitable source of error must be added all those sources 
of error that have their ongin in the passions and prejudices of 
man They combine to turn the dommion of history, pohtics, 
economics, ethics, and religion into arenas of wamng doctrines, 
contradictory hypotheses, and heated controversies. 

1 G. W F Hegel, Phtlosophic des Rechts (Preface), 
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THE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIALISTS 


I. — GEORGE MUDIE AND THE "ECONOMIST 

Robert Owen's failure to win the confidence and the ear of the 
London artisans was retrieved by George Mudie, a Scotch jour- 
nalist and printer, who came to London about 1820. There are 
but few biographical data of this Owenite pioneer. He studied 
at Edinburgh, where he made himself obnoxious by his opposition 
to established ideas, and apparently did not finish his studies. 
He gradually drifted into journalism, and in 1818 or 1819 was 
employed at a newspaper in Glasgow At that time he was 
already acquainted with Owen's teachings and ideals. By 
the end of 1820 he was reporter to the Mormng Chromcle, then 
the great Liberal daily of the metropolis. It appears from notes 
left by Francis Place that Mudie owed his position to a recom- 
mendation of James Mill, who was an intimate friend of Mr. 
Black, the editor-in-chief of that paper. Place speaks dis- 
paragingly of Mudie, from which it may be inferred that the latter 
was from the beginning an Owenite agitator among the working 
men From January, 1821, to January, 1822, he edited The 
Economtst, a weekly paper devoted to the propaganda of Owen- 
ism and co-operation. It describes itself as “ A periodical paper, 
explanatory of the New System of Society projected by Robert 
Owen, and of a plan of association for improving the conditions 
of the working classes during their continuance of their present 
employment " Its leading principles were : (i) That poverty 
was not necessarily the lot of civilised societies, but afflicted 
them merely from their ignorance of true principles and the 
influence of other principles based on error , (2) that while the 
erroneous pnnciples prevailed, poverty must necessarily increase, 
and the bulk of human misery grow ; (3) that the knowledge and 
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practice of true principles would assuredly banish poverty, and 
place mankind above the fear and danger of want ; (4) that the 
power of producing superabundance of all the goods of life was 
so great, even in this thickly populated country, that England 
was capable of sustaining several times the number of the present 
population m secunty and comfort , (5) that the application of 
the true pnnciple would also disseminate knowledge as certainly 
as it would diffuse plenty for all ; (6) that knowledge and plenty 
would build up the physical and intellectual strength of the 
nation, would in a great measure subdue vice, destroy misery, 
promote virtue, and lead to happiness — ^the aim and end of all 
human effort. 

Looking at the productive capacities of nature and man, 
there was no reason why misery should exist. Even in a very 
early stage of society each individual had been capable of 
producing more than several individuals could consume. The 
first progressive steps in the cultivation of the soil and the 
making of implements had already raised production, and taught 
man how to protect himself against poverty. And this was all 
the more so in the present stage of society in England, where 
science and mechanism were creating all the facilities for the 
production of wealth ; one Englishman was now capable of 
producing more than twenty individuals could consume. None 
the less, misery and distress were nfe m the land, for the 
productive powers had been misapplied and distribution vitiated 

Some people ascnbed this condition to the spread of machinery 
It was, however, clear that the natural or the theoretical tendency 
of mechanical inventions and the progress of science was not 
to increase the number of the poor, but to increase the number 
of the rich, and every addition made to the number of the rich 
must be taken from the ranks of the poor. The natural tendency 
of mechanical inventions was not to render the poor poorer, but 
to enrich them and render aU mankind nch, by furnishing 
all with an abundance of goods The realities appear to behe 
that theoretical tendency, and to justify the assertion of those 
who saw in mechanism an enemy of the labouring classes 

Which was the truth ? The truth was that society was based 
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on erroneous principles, the effects of which were counteracting 
the natural tendencies, and did not allow them to assert them- 
selves. The fatal error was that " the interest of each individual 
has been placed, in almost every circumstance and situation, 
m direct opposition to the interest of other individuals, and to the 
interest of society/* In consequence of this error the productive 
powers of society were never brought into full and healthful 
operation, but on the contrary, production, particularly of 
really useful and necessary articles, was ever kept within the 
bounds of demand. The possessors of the means of production 
always had in view, not the interests of society, not the needs of 
all, but only of those who could pay remunerative pnces. Con- 
sumption governs production; not a single wheel was set in 
motion unless it promised to promote the interests of capital. 
And as, in present circumstances, the circle of consumption 
was narrow, the productive forces could not expand to their 
full capacity. The result was poverty. Quite apart from the 
wretched condition of the labounng classes, it must be asserted 
that even the possessing classes were not nearly as rich as the 
facilities for the production cfi riches would warrant. The 
opposition of interests, the waste that competition bnngs in its 
train, were paralysing production, and impeding the progress 
of knowledge. 

The civilised nations did not, in reality, form societies, but 
aggregates of warring individuals. Everybody cared only for 
himself ; there existed no bond of union ; the nations were kept 
together by force and compulsion, press laws, militansm, prisons, 
and gallows. The constitutions and institutions rested on 
anti-social principles. The imperfections of government or the 
misconduct of rulers were not the causes of the multifarious evils 
from which mankind was suffering, but the consequences of the 
anti-social principles on which society was based. As long as 
they prevailed there was no remedy for poverty. No addition 
to our productive powers and no reduction of the population 
could avert the calamities that threatened us. If Providence 
were to bless our plains with double fertihty, if foreign nations 
were to pour a superabundance upon us, they would but accelerate 
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the arrival of our greatest woe. For they would cause unemploy- 
ment, and, consequently, a shrinkage in the consumption of the 
masses and a narrowing of the circle of production. 

Having recognised the source of evil, it was easy to discover the 
remedy. It consisted in basing society on a harmony of interests 
or on co-operation, instead of antagonism and competition. 
The working classes being the greatest sufferers from that system 
must follow the advice of Robert Owen and form villages of 
unity and co-operation But how could that be accomplished 
without the aid of capital ? Was not capital the source and 
power of production ? The belief in the creative powers of 
capital had been spread by the political economists, but, in 
reality, capital was neither the true source nor the true power 
of production. The source of production was the land, and the 
real power of production beyond the spontaneous gifts of nature 
was the labour of man, rendered mfinitely more productive when 
combined Capital, far from being the source or power of 
production, was the product of labour, or rather of human 
co-operation. Capital did not precede, but follow, production 
Labour might go on without capital, but the latter had no power 
of multiplying itself without labour. 

These views, developed in the first numbers of The Economist, 
Mudie had spread, in 1820, among the London journeymen 
printers and he succeeded in persuading the most enterprising 
of them to make an experiment. This happened towards the 
end of 1820, and it seems that it was this success that encouraged 
Mudie to issue The Economist 

2. — ^THE CO-OPERATIVE AND ECONOMICAL SOCIETY 

The London printers, influenced by Mudie, appointed a com- 
mittee to investigate a co-operative scheme by which they would 
be able to continue their usual employment, and save enough 
money for the purpose of establishing a co-operative society of 
production. The first stage of the experiment was to be an 
association of co-operative householding. By clubbing together 
their household expenses they would be able to buy larger 
quantities of the means of subsistence for the same money, and 
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enable their wives to perfonn their domestic duties more skilfully 
and in less time than now. The householding community would 
have its own school for the children, its library, its infirmary 
and medical practitioners, and thus promote co-operative habits 
and harmonious action. Detailed estimates of the cost of living 
of 250 families on private and co-operative lines showed that by 
co-operalion they would save nearly £8,000 per annum and 
thus estabhsh a fund for co-operative production and become 
their own employers. 

Much more interesting than this plan is the Report which the 
conamittee issued. The editor of The Economist thought it 

the most important document that has ever proceeded from 
a body of workmen."' They argued that '' if foreign nations will 
not take our manufactures in exchange for agricultural produce, 
we trust that agricultural customers will spring up at home, 
and that we shall ere long find means to divide among ourselves, 
by a fair exchange of produce, all the goods and provisions that 
our domestic industry and ingenuity can create, and indeed 
so to open, renovate, and enlarge the home market as to render 
it much more valuable to all the interests of the State, to the 
labourer, the farmer, the manufacturer, the merchant, and the 
landowner. The country abounds with means and materials 
of wealth, and possesses unemployed productive powers (in 
manual and mechamcal energy) of vast extent, and capable of 
almost unlimited increase. By what fatal error, then, is it that 
m this land of abundance there is so much wretchedness and 
want ? ... By what hitherto unaccountable fatality has 
it been that this country has been kept dependent on foreign 
nations for a large portion of its food, though its own soil required 
only increased culture in order to furnish a redundancy, that 
the agriculturists complain of inadequate remuneration for their 
industry and capital, while they are surrounded by so many 
hundreds of thousands of half-starving consumers ? " Similar 
questions are directed to the manufacturers and scholars. The 
working men only desired the opportunity of exchanging their 
articles for those they were in need of. ‘‘ Let us but be placed 
together in contiguous dwellings, and with the command of a 
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small portion of the land, for which we will pay the usual rental, 
and we shall soon show our legislators what we are capable of 
doing for ourselves, for our children, and for all ” Poverty could 
only be banished by combined labour and expenditure and by 
education. Such associations would injure nobody, and, if 
once in full action, would be stable. As to the objection that 
the success of co-operation might lead to an excessive increase 
of population, and, consequently, to a recurrence of poverty, 
the committee replied that if a taste for comfort could be diffused 
over the whole community, it would constitute a much more 
effective check upon excessive population than the misery which 
resulted from blind improvidence could do. They summed up 
their social ideal with a verse from Robert Southey : — 

Tram up thy children, England, 

In the ways of righteousness and feed them 
With the bread of wholesome doctnne. 

Where hast thou thy mmes — ^but m their industry ? 

Thy bulwarks where — ^but m their breasts ? Thy might 
But m their arms t , . 

These lines of Southey enjoyed great popularity in co-operative 
circles, but, of course, they put on them their own construction. 
Training of children they meant m the sense of Owen, and 
“ wholesome doctrine was that of the ** New View of Society.'' 

The London printers estabhshed the Economical and Co- 
operative Society and drafted the following Constitution : — 

The ultimate object of this society is to estabhsh a village of 
Unity and Mutual Co-operation, combining agriculture, manu- 
facture, and trade upon the plan projected by Mr. Owen, of New 
Lanark. The immediate object of the Society is to form a 
fund for the purchase of food, clothing, and other necessanes at 
wholesale prices , and (where the members reside near each 
other) to form arrangements for co-operating in the care of their 
dwellings, the superintendence, training, and education of their 
children The Society also proposes, as early as possible, to 
provide productive employments for such of its members as may 


1 The Economist (1821), No. 3. 
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be without work and to make provision for the members and 
their families in sickness and old age. 

The fundamental principle is, in proportion as every member 
shall endeavour to promote the good of the whole Society, will 
be the amount of respect and happiness enjoyed by each indi- 
vidual. 

Religious and political opinion are a private matter.'' ^ 

Towards the end of 1821 the Society was in full action, but the 
majority of its members were ** men of fortune and individuals 
of hberal professions."^ The last number of The Economist 
(end of January, 1822) was printed by that Society. However, 
the co-operative expenment proved a failure. Robert Southey, 
who had followed it with close and sympathetic attention, ex- 
plained the course of the failure. The founders proposed to 
raise £12,000 in shares of ;^ioo each. . . . The capital was 
not forthcoming. The experiment was commenced with 
insufficient means, and under circumstances every way 
inconvenient. Of necessity, therefore, it failed."® 

3.— ABRAM combe's PARABLE OF THE CISTERN. 

The first British Socialist who formed an Owenite community 
was the Scotsman Abram Combe (1785-1827). He was less 
original and less comprehensive than Robert Owen, but equal to 
him in devotion, singleness of purpose, love of humanity, and 
organising capacity. He possessed, moreover, one great quality 
wMch his master lacked — o. sense of humour. If the great 
maj'ority of mankind consisted of men like A. Combe, integral 
socialism would either be possible or superfluous In 1820 he 
visited New Lanark and came at once under the spell of Owen. 
He was then a well-to-do and prosperous leather manufacturer, 
and gradually decided to sink his money in an Owenite experi- 
ment. How intense his studies of Owenism were may be seen 
from his Metaphorical Sketches of the Old and the New System 

1 The Economist (1821), No. i. 

* Ih , No. 46. 

» Robert Southey, Str Thomas More, or Colloquies, 1829, I , pp, 
X34”9- 
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{1823), in which he attempted to illustrate, by flashes of genuine 
humour and good-natured satire, the difference between capital- 
ism, as he saw it, and the ideal of communism. The essence of 
his views is contained in the following parable or '' metaphorical 
sketch,"' which applies particularly to the British people of the 
period of the Economic Revolution. 

JThe wealth of this great people was contained in the Cistern 
of their national resources. This Cistern was supplied from three 
streams — agriculture, minmg, rivers, and seas. These streams 
were purified and made fit for consumption at special stations by 
hmnaa labour, before they reached the Cistern ; and when they 
were all put together they contained all that was necessary and 
desirable for the supply of human wants, and it was called 
Wealth. At the stopcock of the Cistern stood a guardian by the 
name of Competition, whose duty it was to see that each individual 
should only draw out in proportion to what he put in, lest the 
Cistern should become empty, to the mjury of the whole people ; 
it was also his duty to see that, if any particular stream was 
deficient, encouragement should be given to those who supply it. 

Those who conducted the streams received a metal order on 
the Cistern, which they might draw or retain at pleasure. The 
labourers who attended the streams received an order for about 
an eighth part of what they put in ; with this remuneration they 
were quite satisfied. The other parts went to the propnetors of 
the streams, to those who directed the labourers, to the merchants 
who exchanged the produce of the native streams for that of 
of foreign streams, and to those who managed the affairs of the 
nation. Owing to the difficulty of furnishing the supplies there 
was no lack of employment for the labourers, since the demand 
was equal or even greater than the supply. Things went on 
in this manner for a long time, till the progress of knowledge 
pointed out a way by which one stream could be made to flow 
into the cistern with a tenth part of the labour formerly required ; 
or, in other words, a discovery was made, by means of which each 
labourer could furnish ten times the quantity that he did formerly. 
The individuals whose business it was to furnish the supplies 
through this stream were compensated by orders on the Cistan, 
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in some degree corresponding to the quantity they sent in. The 
high remuneration they received stimulated their minds to greater 
exertions. Those who furnished the supplies from the other 
streams were also put on the alert by the success of their neigh- 
bours- 

The streams were augmented from all sides, and the Cistern 
would have been over full had not this wise people employed 
force to settle a dispute with a neighbouring nation, and made 
for this purpose large demands on the Cistern. The wise men of 
the people drained extraordinary quantities of wealth from the 
Cistern, but they were unable to see how it had come about that 
the streams flowed so abundantly. The supplies came into the 
Cistern so fast, and the demands upon it were so great that metal 
orders could not be found in sufficient quantity to let the supplies 
out, and without producing such an order it was believed the 
stopcock would not open. Moreover, ignorant as most of the 
people were, they firmly believed that the metal orders were the 
sources of wealth, and they looked upon the contents of the 
Cistern as of comparatively little importance. But when these 
orders were exhausted, a cnsis broke out. The wise men of the 
nation fancied rum to be inevitable, and, necessity being the 
mother of invention, they introduced paper orders. To their 
great astonishment they found that a piece of paper let out the 
supplies just as well as the piece of metal had done. 

For upwards of twenty years did these wise men carry on a des- 
tructive war at enormous cost. What industry and ingenuity 
created, waste and extravagance destroyed ; the one pouring 
supplies into the national Cistern, the other drawing them off at 
a great rate. But industry and ingenuity obtained so much 
aid from art and science that the Cistern was kept brimful. 
Finally, the war came to an end ; waste and extravagance 
ceased ; the paper orders were withdrawn, and metal ones 
again resorted to. The sudden shrinkage of the demands on the 
Cistern, consequent upon the conclusion of the war and the re- 
introduction of the metal orders, nearly proved fatal to those 
who attended the streams. As the Cistern was overflowing and 
the streams were gorged, guardian Competition dismissed the 
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labourers, who, being deprived of metal orders, could not open 
the stopcock and draw what they wanted. The labourers then 
apphed to him again, saying that it would not in the least hurt him 
if he allowed them to pour their stream into the Cistern so that 
they might be able to draw instantly from there what they 
wanted, for by doing so the cistern would, in the end, not be 
fuller than it was at that moment. In this way they could go on 
working their stream and satisfy their needs, while injuring no- 
body. Competition, heanng this argument, got into a passion 
and asked them if they were such fools as to suppose that 
they would be able to draw from the cistern without metal 
orders ? And as to giving them any of these, it was what he 
could not and would not do ; for, he declared, he had already 
more wealth on his hands than he knew what to do with. So 
he turned them away, showing no mercy to the poor producers 
who were starving. Disaffection grew apace, and the country was 
in a turmoil. 

A cnsis overtook the nation, and its wise men were at a loss 
to account for it. Mr, Commonsense, seeing all parties at a 
standstill, gave the people a hint that a remedy for the distress, 
occasioned by an excess of supply of all they wanted, might easily 
be found. He said, “ The Cistern contains all that your minds 
desire, why then do you hesitate to give orders to the producers 
corresponding to the quantity they send in ? You are in 
distress because waste and extravagance have ceased to dissipate 
the contents of your Cistern , but why not divide the surplus 
among those who supply the whole, smce no one need feel want 
while the Cistern can be so easily kept up ? You say, guardian 
Competition would not allow it. Well, why not dismiss him ? 
You say, further, there were not sufficient metal orders to go 
round, — ^why not use paper orders which for over twenty years 
had served the purpose well and kept the circulation between the 
streams, the Cistern, and the people in some order T' 

However, the people, not having been accustomed to listen to 
Commonsense, did not understand what he meant. They 
rather believed those who told them that Commonsense was a 
visionary and Utopian who imagined impracticable things. 


V 
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They advised the people to listen to the teachings of the political 
economists. The latter, being called upon to come forward 
and explain to the people the cause and remedy of the distress, 
said that the sources of production were woefully scanty, and 
what they had been yielding was destroyed by the long and ruin- 
ous war ; and even the wealth which would be produced in the 
next future was, by anticipation, wasted, since the national debt 
had grown to enormous proportions. There was, then, no other 
remedy for the producers but strict sexual restraint and emigra- 
tion. And those who remained in the coxmtry should strain 
every nerve to reform the Government in order to render it 
impossible for them to fall again into extravagance. 

Mr. Commonsense, hearing this interpretation of the cnsis, 
could no longer contain himself, and put the question to the 
political economists, “ Why not give the producers orders on the 
Qstem equal to what they put in, instead of an eighth part 
only ? Whereupon the political economists cut him short by 
sa3ring, they did not wish to “ enter into a controversy on such 
a subject.” 1 

This was Combe's interj)retation of the effects of the Economic 
Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars, the Bank Restriction, and the 
crisis which overtook the nation in the years 1816-20. As soon 
as he had grasped the doctrines of his master he began to think 
of co-operative experiments, and he found a fellow-labourer in 
Archibald James Hamilton (1793-1834), an ex-ofiicer, who had 
served under the Duke of Wellington m the Peninsular War and 
at Waterloo. Hamilton was the son of General John Hamilton, 
of Dalzell and Orbiston. He met Robert Owen at dinner in 
Dalzell House, discussed with him the new views of society 
and, finally, adopted socialism. He fully identified himself with 
the aspirations of the labourmg classes and attempted to 
educate them m the theory and practice of co-operation. In 
1821 he made the acquaintance of Abram Combe, and both 
decided to establish a co-operative store at Edinburgh. They 
formed a society which from the beginning enjoyed much 
popularity It grew in numbers and prospenty, about five 
» Abnnn Combe, Metaphortcal Sketches^ 1823, pp. 40-51, 184. 
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hundred families joined it, but within a year it collapsed 
owing to the dishonesty of a storekeeper. Undismayed by 
this failure, Combe immediately thereafter formed a community 
in his tanyard. He encouraged his workmen to hve in 
common and to share in the profits of the factory. This 
experiment also failed ; dissensions among the working 
men rendered community life impossible. In 1825 Combe 
made the largest and last sociahst experiment of his life. 
He bought Orbiston (near Motherwell), which belonged to the 
Hamiltons of Dalzell, and formed a community. Warned by his 
previous failures he proceeded wanly and arranged for a gradual 
transition from pnvate property to communism. This dis- 
pleased the communists and they began to look at Combe with 
suspicion. Also the London Co-operative Society, the theorists 
of nascent Socialism, became impatient with the slow progress 
of Orbiston ; only John Gray, of whom more presently, warned 
against the adoption of complete communism, but his voice 
was unheeded While all these murmurings and complaints 
of the onlookers and beneficiaries went on, Combe quietly de- 
voted all his time and energies and sacrificed, to the irreparable 
injury of his own family, all he possessed — ^a sum of over £20,000 
— ^to the building up of the first Bntish communist establish- 
ment. Enmity from opponents, who gave to Orbiston the name 
of Babylon, zealous criticism from friends, and the labour and 
anxiety which the scheme entailed, impaired the health of this 
truly noble socialist pioneer, and after an illness, which lasted 
exactly twelve months, he passed away in August, 1827. 
Combe died a ruined man, leaving his family destitute. Orbis- 
ton then went from bad to worse. Depnved of its master-mind 
and guidmg and helping hand, it was doomed to rapid extinction. 
At the end of 1827 it was bankrupt ^ 

4. — JOHN GRAY 

The idea underlying Combe's Parable of the Cistern forms the 
subject of the elaborate economic treatises of John Gray (1799- 

^ Register for Orbiston, 1825-7 , John Gray, SoctcU System. 
1851, Appendix , Alex Cullen, Adventures tn Soctalism, 1910. 
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1850 ?). He was of Scottish origin, but spent his boyhood in 
Derbyshire, his school days at Repton, and his youth in London. 
He left Repton at the age of fourteen years, when he was 
sent as an apprentice to a wholesale merchant m Cheapside. 
Being a thoughtful youth, he observed the doings m the 
metropohs in the agitated years, 1816 to 1820 ; he was probably 
a careful reader of the newspapers of the day, followed the 
discussions on the crisis, on currency, on over-production, and 
came to the conclusion that the commercial system was at 
variance with the whole system of nature, and that God could 
never have intended His creatures to be mere stumbling-blocks 
to each other,'' as he saw them at every step he trod. The final 
result of his observations and meditations was as follows : saw 

clearly that goods of every description are made either because 
they are ordered or because there is every prospect of their 
being so , and continual reflection satisfied me that this state 
of things ought to be reversed — ^that production, instead of being 
the efiect of demand, ought to be the cause of it."^ The main 
conclusion of Gray is, as we see, the same as Mudie's. 

After an abortive attempt to put his ideas in a readable form 
on paper he read Owen, and m 1825 published the first instalment 
of his system, under the title, Lecture on Human Happiness, which 
was intended to be the first of a series of lectures dealing with 
the evils of the existing order of society, and the development 
of means by which they might be permanently removed. This 
pamphlet, though Owenite in spirit, betra5rs also influences of 
other socialist, social reform, and economic writers. Its author 
knew Ricardo, Colquhoun, and probably also Attwood The 
leading ideas are : Society is a natural phenomenon, since nature 
has implanted in man the desire to associate himself with his 
fellow-man , it has likewise implanted in man the desire for 
happiness. If this is so, how comes it that society is afflicted 
with so many evils, so much misery and wretchedness ^ The 
answer is, the pnnciple on which the association of man with 
man is founded has been misapplied. The principle which 
satisfies the natural desire of man to live in society is barter. 

^ John Gray, Socud System, 1851, p. 340. 
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“ Barter, and barter alone, is the basis of society, all other 
institutions are built wholly and solely upon it/* The nght 
apphcation of this principle is giving and taking equal quantities 
of labour. Were this fundamental principle acted upon, society 
would have attained to happiness. But it is not acted upon. 
Under the existing conditions the labourers are robbed of four- 
fifths of their produce, which are distnbuted among the non- 
producers who give no equivalent to society. The whole principle 
of exchange is falsified, the basis of society vitiated. 

And here we come to the mam critical consideration of Gray, 
which exercised considerable influence on the subsequent socialist 
agitation. The Ricardian concept of labour as the foundation 
and measure of value was taken by Gray to mean exclusively 
wage-labour in field, factory, and mine. Only these labourers 
produced the wealth of the nation. All the other members of 
society were either useful, if they rendered services, or useless, 
if they rendered no services Employers, merchants, traders, 
physicians, artists, scientists, were non-productive, though 
some of them useful, while the remainder were both non-pro- 
ductive and useless But the useful as well as the useless lived 
on the wealth produced by wage-labour in field, factory, and 
mine. Gray took Colquhoun's table of production and distribu- 
tion, and re-classif3nng it under the heads of Producers and 
Non-Producers, he arrived at the following conclusion : In 
1812, the population of the United Kingdom numbered 17,096,803 
persons, and the new wealth produced amounted to £430,521,372 
This wealth was produced by 7,897,531 labounng persons, who 
on the principle of equal exchanges ought to have received £54 
each, but had actually received £ii only, or one-fifth of the 
produce of their labour. Or, in other words, about eight million 
producers received £90,500,000, and nine million non-producers 
received £340,000,000 “ The rich man, who, in point of fact, 

pays nothing, receives everything, while the poor man, who, 
in point of fact, pays ever3rthing, receives nothing We put it 
to the candour of every honest man whether such a state of 
society as this ought to be preserved 1 Whether it is not at 
variance with every principle of honesty 1 '* {Lecture^ pp, 15-20). 
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Gray leaves no doubt whatsoever as to his meaning. He believes 
he has shown “ that from human labour every descnption of 
wealth proceeds , the productive classes do now support, not 
only themselves, but every unproductive member of society. 
Only these are productive members of society who apply their 
own hands either to the cultivation of the earth itself, or preparing 
its matenals for the uses of life ; that every individual not so 
employed is a direct tax upon those who are so employed ; 
that the whole merchant class are either directors of production 
or distribution of wealth who are paid by those who create it ; 
only a sufficient number of all such persons are useful We 
have shown that the wealth annually produced is taken from its 
producers, chiefly in form of rent, interest, and profit. Profit 
being obtained by bujdng labour cheap and selling it dear 
{Lecture, p. 69). 

The non-producers and useless wiU, of course, reply that they 
live upon their property. But Gray rejoins : This we posi- 
tively deny, and, on the contrary, affirm that they live upon the 
property of others The foundation of all property is labour 
or accumulated labour Property not acquired by labour is 
injustice The landed propnetor has no right to the land, for 
the earth is the habitation and natural inheritance of all mankind 
And the capitahst, who lives on the interest of money, lives 
likewise on injustice. By what principle can a man lend £10 
and receive £12 for them ? {Ib , pp. 34-5). All just exchanges 
can only be based on equal quantities of labour, while between 
the possessing and labouring classes no just exchanges can take 
place. From these unjust relations spnng the irrational luxurious 
and uimatural living of the rich, and the misery and wretchedness 
of the poor. “ And yet people think Owen a visionary whose 
plan is to abol sh the circumstances which now limit production, 
and to give the producers the wealth they produce. It has 
nothing to do with turning men into angels, but it is simply 
the emplo5mient of mankind upon the principle of co-operation 
{IK p. 56) 

The evils which flow from the misapplication of the principle 
of exchange are aggravated by competition. It is competition 
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which puts an unnatural limit upon production. In order to 
show the restraining influence of competition on the production 
of wealth, let us assume that society determines to call into 
action the whole industry of the country, and put all the mar- 
vellous mechanical inventions and contnvances at its disposal- 
Under these circumstances the production of wealth would 
only be limited either by the amount of productive powers 
extant or by the full satisfaction of the wants of everybody ; 
and as the productive forces and the wants of society are great, 
the volume of wealth will be large. The limits thus imposed 
upon production would be natural. Under the present system 
neither the power to produce nor the capacity to consume limits 
wealth It is competition that does it. At present, production 
is limited by effective or profitable demand. This demand 
depends on the amount of wealth which all the classes of society 
have for purposes of consumption. And the distnbution of this 
amount of wealth among the various classes is regulated by com- 
petition. It is competition that fixes the quantity of wealth 
obtained, in the form of wages, by the productive classes ; the 
competition among the workmen for an opportunity to labour 
presses down the rate of wages. The competition among manu- 
facturers and other employers lowers the rate of profit. The 
same apphes to rent. Thus the consumable income of every 
individual and consequently of the whole country, except those 
who have fixed incomes, is lowered . And this national income 
forming the effective demand, this demand is lowered; and 
limited demand means limited production, for, m the present 
state of society, not a smgle commodity is produced unless it 
promises a profit. No matter, therefore, how great the wants 
of the people axe, no matter how enormous the facilities for 
wealth production are, nothing will be done to remedy these 
defects, so long as labour is brought into competition with labour, 
capital with capital, instead of bemg brought to act m conjunction 
with each other. 

Gray concludes , ** In a further Lecture we shall endeavour 
to explain another set of arrangements on the basis of a national 
capital, by the introduction of which the only hmits to our 
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wealth would be the exhaustion of our productive powers, and 
the satisfaction of our wants. The plans to which we allude 
axe altogether different from those proposed by Mr. Owen, and 
we willingly admit that they are altogether infenor to them ; 
but we entertain a hope that they will be useful in proving to the 
world that unity of interest is in every way consistent with 
individuality and distinctions of property, and at a period like 
the present, when, we hesitate not to say, society is on the eve 
of relinquishing for ever the commercial pnnciples on which it 
has hitherto acted, we think that too many modifications of the 
same fundamental principle cannot be laid before the public, 
from out of which something advantageous may perhaps be 
selected 

No further Lecture appeared. Gray invested some money m 
Combe's Orbiston venture and, of course, lost it, though it must 
be said that he warned his friends against the adoption of 
complete communism. Gray removed to Edinburgh, where, in 
company with his brother, he published a newspaper, at the same 
time meditating upon his reform plan. In 1831, he published 
his Social Systeniy which shows him to have been, in his way, a 
lucid thinker and vigorous writer. He abandoned socialism 
as far as production was concerned, and based his system solely 
on a plan of equitable exchange. Also his opposition to the 
existing order of things lost much of its acerbity, and his book is 
quite free from the bitter invective and moral ardour which 
characterise his Lecture, The exposition of his reform plan is 
summarised as follows * — 

As it is by labour that all things valuable to mankind are 
produced, so it is by exchange that individuals are enabled to 
get a variety of things which their own labour could never have 
commanded without it. Without exchange man could have 
never emerged from a state of rudest ignorance and barbarism. 
The present application of the principle of exchange is faulty. 
It forms the hiding-place of that giant mischief which bestrides 
the civilised world, rewarding industry with starvation, exertion 
with disappointment, and the best efforts of the rulers to do good 
with perplexity and failure. It is this system of exchange which 
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has produced a confusion of ideas on social matters, which find 
expression in the various demands for parliamentary reform, 
universal suffrage, annual parliaments, vote by ballot, free trade, 
repudiation of the national debt, reduction of taxation, repeal 
of the union, etc,, etc. Even if all these demands are granted, 
nothing will be altered for the better as long as the present form 
of exchange is left unreformed. 

The medium of exchange is money ; its use is the same as that 
of scales, weights, and measures , it is to measure and apportion 
exchanges, to facihtate the giving and obtammg of equivalents. 
Money, therefore, ought to be as cheap, as accessible and easily 
attainable by those who have anything to exchange, as a pair 
of scales or a pound weight, or a yard. If this proposition is true, 
gold is totally unfit for this purpose : it does not fulfil these con- 
ditions ; moreover, it is itself subject to fluctuations of value. 
It is no exaggeration to say that ninety-mne out of every hundred 
marketable articles are easier of production and attainment 
than gold. For this reason money, when based on gold, renders 
exchange difficult, and thus checks demand, which, in its turn, 
checks production Bank notes are exposed to the same objec- 
tions as gold, for they are uniformly issued upon securities, 
which, in the aggregate, contain more value than the money 
advanced upon them. Therefore the nation suffers constantly 
from a deficiency of money , the medium of exchange falls 
always short of the amount of goods waiting for exchange, 
though the object of money is to enable any man, at any time, 
to exchange any article of any value for an equal value of any 
commodity he desires to have in its stead. 

Which land of money would answer this purpose? Money 
should be merely a receipt, an evidence that its bearer has con- 
tributed a certain value to the national stock of wealth The 
use of the receipt should be to enable the bearer to re-obtain the 
value that was given for it, whenever he pleases, and m whatever 
shape he may require But money should not be intrinsically 
valuable For the purpose of carrying out such a reform a 
National Bank should be established, possessing the sole power 
of manufacturing paper money, and of issuing it to the accredited 
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agents. Another, and the only other, business of the Bank should 
consist in keeping the national books, and separate accounts with 
all the agents. All goods should be transmitted from their 
respective manufactories and workshops to the national ware- 
houses, where their direct cost or price of matenal and labour 
expended is to be ascertained, and a certain percentage or profit, 
fixed by the Chamber of Commerce, added, to pay the various 
expenses of rent, interest, depreciation of stock, incidents, 
and taxes. This would form the retail pnce of goods. All 
the warehouses to be under the supervision of agents who give 
receipts of the goods dehvered with the money received for 
this purpose from the Bank. Thus the amount of money would 
always be in exact proportion to the goods. The producers 
would get the exact amount of money value for their goods, 
and be able to get in exchange from the warehouses any goods 
they may need. 

The accomplishment of this reform will render exchange 
smooth and equitable. It will then be as easy to sell as to buy. 
Under this system, the more one will produce the more will he 
get. The national warehouses will, in the aggregate, form one 
large reservoir, into which a constant stream of wealth, ansing 
in different places and partaking of different qualities, will 
drain ; and from that reservoir every producer will draw accord- 
ing to the labour values he sends in,^ 

Gray evidently presupposed a simple society of small producers, 
and he never attempted to show that his plan could apply also 
to a comphcated society, with large manufacturing, commercial, 
and agricultural establishments, working not only for the national 
but international markets 

5. — ^WILLIAM THOMPSON 

The ethical philosophy of Jeremy Bentham, the labour 
economics of David Ricardo, and the social views of Robert 
Owen, were united into a system of sociahsm by Wilham Thomp- 
son [d. 1833). As a prosperous landed proprietor of Cork, with an 

^ John Gray, So&tcd System, 1831, particularly chap 5 ; An 
Efficient Remedy, 1842 ; Lectures on Money, 1848, 
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inquiring intellect and philanthropic disposition, he at first 
turned to the Utilitarian school for enlightenment. He adored 
Bentham as the Francis Bacon of moral philosophy, and adopted 
his doctrines and, unfortunately, also his style. His faith in these 
doctrmes was, for a tune, strong enough to make him regard 
Owenism merely as ** an improved pauper management,'^ totally 
unsuitable for society as a whole. This was about the year 
1818. Gradually, however, he came to a different conclusion. 
“ Patient study of the subject of distnbution led me to mutual 
co-operation."^ The year 1822 marked the turning-point of his 
life, and he sat down to think out how and why he left Bentham 
for Owen. His excogitations he published, in 1824, in a large 
volume under the title, Inquiry into the Principles of the Dis- 
tribution of Wealth most conducive to Human Happiness. Its 
diffuse style and its reiterations — ^the effects of the author's 
pamful efforts to satisfy his scientific conscience, make the book 
tedious readmg. Still, it is instructive to watch how a Utilitarian 
becomes a Socialist. 

Thompson starts with the concept of Utility, or the pursuit 
of the greatest possible sum of human happiness. This is the 
aim of man and the test of the institutions of society. This aim 
cannot be attained without the physical means of enjoyment 
or objects of wealth An abundant production and a just dis- 
tribution of commodities are therefore the indispensable con- 
ditions of happiness. To make the production of wealth abund- 
ant, secunty is necessary, for nobody will undergo the toilsome 
labour of producing an abundance of goods unless he is sure that 
he will enjoy them. But abundance of wealth is, by itself, 
not sufficient to bnng about the greatest sum of happiness. For, 
the British nation is rich in all matenals of wealth, in machinery, 
inventions, intelligence, and industry, and is none the less not 
happy ; moreover, poverty and misery are really the lot of the 
majority of the producers. The truth is that to abundant 
production must be joined a just or equal distribution, t e., the 
abundance of wealth must be distnbuted over the whole popula- 
tion so as to allow every member of the community to satisfy 
^ William Thompson, Labour Rewarded^ 1827, pp 98-9. 
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its needs, instead of leaving the wealth in the hands of the few. 
By a just distnbution only can the total sum of happiness be 
greatest, for the whole is greater than a part. 

But, are security and equality consistent with each other ? 
Will equahty of distribution not defeat all efforts to make pro- 
duction abundant ? If the industrious and skilful will only 
receive as much of the wealth as the less industnous, less skilful, 
or idle and unskilled — or, in other words, if they are depnved 
of the sccunty of enjoying the fruits of their exertions, they will 
cease tc produce in abundance, and thus render happiness 
altogether impossible of attainment. 

It is the old problem which occupied Bentham and still occupies 
all those who discuss socialism It really amounts to the question 
whether, under socialism, people will work as hard as they do 
under the system of private property. Bentham, as it is known, 
replies that security is more important than equahty, and 
wherever they cannot be reconciled with each other equality 
must be abandoned ; the proper policy is to base society on the 
foundation of private property, and by gradual reform to 
approach equahty 

At this point Thompson turns away from Bentham, and joins 
the orbit of Owen. He takes from the Utilitanan school utility, 
or the test of happiness and the anti-governmental creed. All 
Radicahsm was in theory completely libertarian ; all government 
was compulsion and force ; but in practice their libertarian view 
really meant opposition to a Tory government On the other 
hand, the co-operative socialists completely adhered to the creed 
of anti-government The difference in the respective attitudes 
to the State or Government has an important bearing on the 
respective views concerning distribution Bentham, in adhenng 
to security or pnvate property, needs government laws to regu- 
late distnbution in order to secure to the owner of the means of 
production his rent, interest, and profit. Thompson, in adhering 
to equahty, rejects government laws and looks for those natural 
laws that govern distnbution His whole Inquiry is devoted 
to a quest after those natural laws. However, at the bottom 
of this difference of attitude lies the question as to the identity 
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of the producer and the creator of value. Bentham, hke Ricardo 
and James Mill, regards the capitalist as the real creative power 
of production and value, and therefore desires to see the capitalist 
well remunerated for his all-important function in keeping society 
going. Thompson, on the contrary, regards the labourer and 
craftsman as the real producer He, therefore, argues that 
the system of private property does not give security to the 
producer, since at least half of the produce of his labour is taken 
away from him in the shape of rent and profit. And it is precisely 
this lack of security that does not allow the productive forces 
to be exerted to their utmost capacity, and produce an abundance 
of wealth — ^hence the poverty of the nation. It is the unjust 
and unnatural distribution which checks production ; moreover, 
the little that is produced is being monopohsed by the few. 
Excessive wealth and luxury on the one pole of society, abject 
misery and privation on the other, with the result of almost 
general unhappiness. The present society, brought to the test 
of Utility, is found wanting. 

The gist of the economic criticism applied to the existing mode 
of distnbution is to be found in chapter i, section 14, of his 
Inquiry, Thompson argues that the entire use of the products 
of labour is the strongest stimulus to universal and continual 
production. But under the present conditions the labourer 
must offer some part of his produce to those who possess the 
means of production, and who put them at his disposal. The 
proportion of his labour demanded by the capitalist for the use 
of the means of production he lends him is, however, so great 
that the real operative producer is deprived of most of his reward. 
The idle possessor of those inanimate instruments of production 
not only secures to himself as much of enjoyment as the most 
dihgent and skilful of the real efficient producers, but in pro- 
portion to the amount of his accumulations he procures ten times, 
a hundred times, a thousand times, as much of the articles of 
wealth, the products of labour, and means of enjoyment, as 
the utmost labour of such efficient producers can procure for 
them/" This is done by means of rent and profit. Is this situa- 
tion of the productive labourer irremediable > Are there no 
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limits to these enormotis taxes on industry, and to these exactions 
by capitalists ? 

There are two points of view from which this most important 
matter may be considered. First, do these deductions from the 
produce of the labourer's exertions tend to increase production 
or the enjoyments denved from production ? Secondly, can 
they, without preponderant evil, without the employment of 
force, be avoided ^ In answer to the first question, it is evident 
that every abstraction from the produce of the labourer's exer- 
tions, whether by open force or by compulsion of want, must 
proportionately diminish his motive to production ; they lessen 
security and therefore the stimulus to efficient work. Not the 
cheerful desire of increasing happiness, but the fear of want 
becomes the stimulus to labour, when the use of its products is 
withdrawn from the labourer. Still, these abstractions continue, 
and they amount at least to one-half of the produce of labour. 
They are called profit. But the source of profit is the value 
added to the raw material by the labour, guided by skill, ex- 
pended on it. The matenals, the buildings, the machinery, 
the wages, can add nothing to their own value. The additional 
value proceeds from labour alone." But, it will be said, without 
the capital in the shape of machinery, matenals, etc., mere 
labour will be unproductive ; and therefore it is but just that the 
labourer should pay for the use of that, without which his mere 
productive powers would be ineffective. Doubtless, the labourer 
must pay for the use of these, when he is so unfortunate as not 
himself to possess them ; the question is how much of the pro- 
ducts of labour ought to be deducted for their use ? 

Two measures of value of this use present themselves : the 
measure of the labourer and the measure of the capitalist. The 
measure of the labourer consists in the contnbution of such 
sums as would replace the waste of the capital consumed m the 
production, with such added compensation to the owner and 
supermtendent of it as would support him in equal comfort 
with the more actively employed productive labourer. The 
measure of the capitalist, on the contrary, would be the addi- 
tional value produced by the same quantity of labour in conse- 
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quence of the use of machinery and other capital ; the whole 
of such surplus value to be appropnated by the capitalist for the 
supenor skill and intelligence m accumulating and advancing 
to the labourers his capital or the use of it. 

We must pause here for a few moments in order to clear away 
an obscure, or contradictory, statement of Thompson. In argu- 
ing for the labourer the author assumes that capital is unpro- 
ductive of any new values ; he thinks that labour produces the 
additional value, while it is only the amount of consumed or 
depreciated capital that enters into the new commodities. This 
is in accordance with the opinion of Ricardo. On the other 
hand, when arguing for the capitalist, Thompson assumes that it 
is the machinery that produces the surplus value or the new 
value — or, in other words, mere labour always produces a 
certain minimum, while the abundance of wealth is produced 
by capital. Were the latter opinion that of Thompson himself 
there could be no reason for him to complain of unjust deductions 
from the produce of labour, for under these conditions capital 
merely takes what it produces. He evidently intended, for the 
nonce, to look upon the whole question from the point of view 
of the capitahst. In this case it was his duty to argue the 
question on economic grounds and decide which of the two 
measures of profit and wages was in accordance with economic 
science and history. Thompson, however, does nothing of the 
kind. He falls back on the doctrine of utility and declares: 
“ The difference of the amoimt paid by the labourer for the use 
of the capital necessary to enable him to exert his productive 
powers, according to these two measures, is enormous. It is 
the difference between almost perfect equality and excess both 
of wealth and poverty. . , . What says justice, what says 
utihty, to these rival claims ? ” If the measure of the labourer 
prevail, wealth would increase rapidly, since the productive 
labourer, being sure of the whole produce of his labour, would 
employ the utmost energy in production ; wealth would be 
diffused among the masses, and thus create the opportunity for 
the greatest happiness of the greatest number, and society would 
be nearing its goal. If, on the contrary, the measure of the 
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capitalist prevail, excessive inequality would ensue. Whetted 
by the stimulus of unbounded wealth, of supenority over the 
mass of society, he would turn into a despot. The evils of 
inequality would be pushed to their utmost limits Happiness 
would smk to its lowest level. For, first, excessive inequality 
diminishes the sum total of enjojunent by depriving the greatest 
number of happiness. Secondly, it does not add proportionately 
to the happiness of the rich ; only a certain portion of wealth 
being necessary to satisfy our needs and desires, every successive 
portion added to the former portions of wealth, though all of 
equal value, adds less and less to our happiness. Excessive 
inequahty engenders positive vices in the excessively rich, and 
it spreads these vices to the rest of the population. It lessens 
the stimulus to efficient production. It encourages futile arts 
and trades, mainly intended to minister to the whims and 
love of pleasure of the idle rich Finally, it necessarily leads 
to the usurpation of powers, legislative, executive, and judicial, 
by those who have no other qualification for them than the 
patronage of the nch. 

Hence it follows that on grounds of utility and justice the 
measure of Labour must prevail 

The foregomg argumentation leads us necessarily to the 
conclusion that of all causes which operate on human character 
and human happiness, none is as potent as the distnbution of 
wealth Therefore, on the prmciple of utihty, every generation 
ought to have the right to arrange the distnbution m such a 
manner as to produce happiness. No existing distribution 
ought to be upheld unless it is shown to promote preponderating 
good. Considering the fertihty of the new productive powers, 
there need be no hesitation to undertake a redistribution of 
wealth. The accumulated wealth is really insignificant as 
compared with the possibilities of creation of new wealth which 
a just distribution would effect. 

Accordmg to what principles or natural laws is the new social 
S3rstem to be arranged ? 

In order to extract from wealth the greatest happiness which 
it is capable of affording, it is necessary that (i) Labour shall 
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be free and voluntary as to direction and continuance ; (2) AE 
the products of labour shall be secured to the producers of them ; 
(3) All exchanges of these products shall be free and voluntary. 

These principles carried into effect wiU result both in security 
and equality. 

Thompson, when working on his Inquiry, was not yet quite 
clear as to the form of society which could best follow up these 
principles. It is quite conceivable that he had then in view a 
society consisting of small independent producers, working 
on individuahst lines. But his predilection for Owen's scheme 
of socialist co-operation was already strongly asserting itself. 
“ Owen of New Lanark has shown how to reconcile equality of 
distribution with perfect security. Mutual co-operation and 
equal distribution are the instruments by which he operates ” 
{Inquiry, chap. 6, sec. i). However, at that time he was still 
hesitating between a free, pnmitive, democratic society of inde- 
pendent producers, and united labour under a system of voluntary 
socialism. The latter form soon got the upper hand, and Thomp- 
son adopted socialism. In his second book, Labour Rewarded, 
written in 1826 and published in 1827, there is no trace of 
any hesitation. Here he pleads for a co-operation against any 
other system of society, particularly against the scheme of free 
and competing small producers, suggested in Thomas Hodgskin's 
Labour Defended (1825). While the latter is written in an anti- 
capitahst spirit, full of fight and class warfare, Thompson devises 
a constructive plan for the emancipation of labour by establishing 
co-operative societies of production. 

With HodgsMn, trades unions are fighting organisations r he 
saw them as such in the years 1824--5. With Thompson, trades 
unions should have for their aim the saving and accumulation of 
funds with a view to establishing, by a senes of successive steps, 
the co-operative commonwealth He admits that trades unions, 
or voluntary associations openly and legally organised by the 
industnous classes, are hkely to be useful ; they can help those 
who are thrown out of employment , they wiE operate as a 
check on the capnce and selfishness of employers ; they will 
keep up wages and keep down profits. Moreover, trades unions 
0 
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will tend to call the intellectual powers of the industrious classes 
into full activity, for questions of remuneration are closely 
connected with political economy, statistics, nature of legal 
institutions, and moral philosophy — ^subjects which the working 
men have hitherto thought to be beyond their ken. Finally, 
they will lead them to the discovery that all their methods are 
inadequate to secure to them the full produce of their labour, 
so that they will be forced to investigate the teachings of the 
political economy of co-operation. The trades unions, in raising 
the wages and the intellectual and moral level of the working 
classes, will have achieved all they can ever achieve. With the 
funds saved by them they will then embark on the real work 
of redemption, and build up, first, trade manufactories of their 
own on the following plan : — 

In those trades which require large buildings and machinery, 
the funds of the trades unions, comprised in a general union, 
should be permanently devoted to the erection of suitable 
buildmgs, and the purchase of the best machinery to give employ- 
ment to the industrious who might be thrown out of employment 
through disagreement with their employers , the general union 
approving of their conduct and entitling them to work at the 
trade manufactories, instead of granting them aid from the 
Unemployed Funds and supporting them in their enforced idle- 
ness. Near the largest seat of every extensive branch of manu- 
facture these buildings and workshops should be erected — a 
kind of industnous refuge for the victims of capital. Out of the 
products of the labour of those employed in these trade manu- 
factories, nothing should be. withheld from the labourers but the 
cost of management and depreciation of capital. The unions 
should encourage those who are thus employed to become 
shareholders of the trade manufactories Every individual 
labourer paying the amount of a share should become a capitalist- 
labourer, and would thus enjoy an increased part of the products 
of his labour The same facilities for independence should, 
of course, be opened m every department to women as to men , 
no person being permitted to purchase more than one sheure. 
As these trade manufactories would thus come to be possessed 
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by joint-stock companies of the labourers themselves, other 
buildings and always improved machinery should be erected 
with their funds by the unions to keep up a constant refuge for 
the honest and industrious losing their emplo57ments. These 
establishments of capitalist-labourers would be something 
approachmg to an efficient check on the exactions of mere 
capitalists. They would prove that capital can be accumulated 
without the aid of capitalists. But let not the industrious 
classes think that trade manufactories, even supposing them 
established m every branch of industry, would secure the labourers 
from the vicissitudes of the capitalist system. No, for they 
would still be burdened with payments of rent on the land on 
which their buildings stand, and profits on the raw materials 
— cotton, metals, etc. — ^which they use ; and they would still 
be exposed in their transactions to all the uncertainties of com- 
petition, the nvaMes of similar establishments conducted by 
capitalists, and the fluctuations of trade dependent on the 
general markets. The workmen engaged in those trade manu- 
factones would then find themselves under the necessity to have 
recourse to more advanced measures— to buy land, form agricul- 
tural associations, and finally form communities of co-operative 
production for their mutual wants. The progressive advance 
of Labour is from trades unions through knowledge and moral 
character to mutual co-operation.^ 

Thompson was at that time already one of the pillars of the 
London Co-operative Society, and one of the most assiduous 
contributors of the Co-operative Magazine, In 1830, he pub- 
lished a manual for co-operators under the title, Practical Direc- 
tions for the Establishment of Communities, in which he laid down 
the principles of the pohtical economy of co-operation : Want 
or uncertainty of employment for the industrial classes is the 
master-evil of society as now constituted. What immediately 
causes want of employment ? Want of sale or market. Goods 
when produced cannot be sold at all or not at a price that would 
repay the cost of production ; therefore manufacturers cannot 
give permanent and remunerative emplo5ment. The remedy 
1 Labour Rewarded, 1827, pp. 87-93. 
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evidently is to find an unfailing market for all sorts of useful 
produce. The system of co-operative industry accomplishes 
this, not by the vain search after foreign markets throughout the 
globe which are no sooner found than overstocked or glutted by the 
restless competition of the starving producers, but by the volun- 
tary union of the industrious classes in such numbers as to afford 
a market to each other by working together for each other, for 
the direct and mutual supply by themselves of all the most 
indispensable wants in the way of food, clothing, dwelling, and 
furniture.'' 

Thompson took part m all the co-operative meetings and 
congresses. He was also one of the most thorough-going advo- 
cates of equality of rights for women, and wrote with this view 
a pamphlet entitled, An Appeal of one-half of the Human Race 
(1825). In fact, the whole co-operative-socialist movement 
identified itself with this demand. Thompson desired his 
property to be devoted to co-operative purposes, but Bis will 
was contested by his relatives in an action which outlasted the 
whole period of experimental socialism.^ 

6. — JOHN MINTER MORGAN 

** In acute analjdical investigation, in just and comprehensive 
views of society, and in bold uncompromising exposition of error, 
the Disfnbution of Wealth by Mr. William Thompson is perhaps 
unrivalled ; it is the most able work upon Political Economy that 
has appeared since the Wealth of Nations” This enthusiastic 
eulogy was passed by John Minter Morgan (1782-1854), a 
Christian Owenite, in his Revolt of the Bees (p 81), which appeared 
in 1826 Morgan belongs to the populansers of Owenism, and 
was eminently fitted for his task in virtue of his poetic style, 
singlaaess of purpose, and complete lack of origmality. He 
was one of the earliest adherents of Owen, and published in 1819 

^Wilham Thompson's mam teachings are to be found in his 
Inquiry, Preface, chap, i, sections 6, 9, ii, 14, and Concluding 
Remarks; then m Labour Rewarded, and Practical DtrecHons, 
Introductory Remarks Cf Poor Man*s Guardian, February i 
1834. 
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a booklet entitled On the Prackcahthty of Owen's Plan, His most 
popular work was the Revolt of the Bees ; it was much read by 
working men, and popular wnters ; Harriet Martineau, quite a 
power in those times, knew it,^ and the Co-operakve Magazine 
pubhshed lengthy extracts from it. The author looks upon 
society as a hive of bees which had left its instinctive communal 
order, the state of nature, and instituted pnvate property and 
competition, in the train of which came poverty and strife, super- 
abundance and misery, crime and punishment, lawyers and 
judges, moral precepts and immoral deeds. They had forgotten 
that under the primitive system, when each had its moderate 
portion of honey, there was no repletion, no destitution, and 
consequently neither theft nor murder. The miseries now 
occasioned by selfishness, folly, and ambition, to which the 
new system gave birth, excited the commiseration of the more 
reflecting bees, and from time to time there would arise individuals 
who devoted themselves voluntanly to the relief of the distressed. 
Once it happened that an ingemous bee invented a contrivance 
by which honey and wax could be made in large quantities with 
the aid of a few workers only. This scheme was imitated by 
others to such an extent that the poor workmg bees lost much 
of their emplo5nnent. Then came the pohtical economists, who 
argued that the misery could only be alleviated by greater 
accumulations of honey m the hands of the few rich, while one 
of their cleverest drones declared that the misery was due to the 
fact that there were too many working bees, and no matter 
how much honey was accumulated, the increase of the number 
of bees would always be much greater. This opinion became 
general, and there appeared to be no other alternative for the 
unemployed and hungry than to commit suicide. At that junc- 
ture a wise bee (Owen) appeared and showed them a way out of 
all misery, but its advice was regarded as visionary. It there- 
fore flew away to a far-off land. However, since 1824 the poor 
bees began to shake off the despondency into which they had 
been thrown by the clever drones and to take to the teachmgs 
of the wise bee 

^ Poor Man^s Guardtan, 1832, p. 383, 



230 


THE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIALISTS 


No lengthy explanations are needed to show that Morgan 
intended to give an outline of the state of nature, the intro- 
duction of private property, the coming of the inventions, the 
theory of Malthus, and the doctrines of Owen. 

Dropping metaphor Morgan assumes that man had gone 
through four revolutions, and was now entering on the fifth. 
In the first stage mankind appeared as a noble savage ; in the 
second, as a shepherd ; in the third, as an agricultunst ; in the 
fourth, science enabled man to produce riches in super- 
abundance, but as yet the right to use them was unknown ; there 
might have been seen immense wealth in the midst of a starving 
population, more strife and contention than when less wealth 
prevailed, and infinitely more discord and crime.*' In the fifth 
stage a far greater change was taking place than in any of the 
preceding. Wealth, which had before lain in masses, was now 
being beneficially diffused and greatly increased, and with it 
invaluable riches of mind, knowledge, and virtue were spreading 
over the land. 


7. — ^THOMAS ROWE EDMONDS 

The author with whom we are going to deal cannot be said 
strictly to belong to the Owenite school of co-operative Socialism, 
but he is closely related to it by postulating happiness as the 
object of society ; further, by using Ricardian economic concepts ; 
finally, by advocating the social system He differs from that 
school only by his appealing to the higher classes, and not to the 
working men, to introduce socialism, and by his belief in the 
efficacy of political methods. Edmonds (1803-89) was a Comish- 
man who graduated at Cambridge and soon after wrote a treatise, 
entitled Practical, Moral, and Political Economy most conducive 
to Individual Happiness and National Power (1828). For all its 
dispassionate and sober reasonings it is in its effect as condemna- 
tory of the system of private property as any book which eman- 
ated from the Owenite school. Edmonds appears to have been 
influenced by Paley's Moral and Political Philosophy, then by 
Ricardo's Principles, whose views on value and wages he fully 
accepts, and by the whole socialist and anti-capitalist current of 
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the time* Also Malthus's population theory was not without 
influence on him, though it was rather disturbing than positive. 
He argues for socialism in the following manner * — 

Every man is in pursuit of happiness, yet he is still very far 
from having achieved it. The obstacles which stand between him 
and his object are ignorance, private property, competition, and 
a relative excess of population. Man, therefore, requires, before 
all, knowledge — ^knowledge of the physical and moral world. 
Useful physical knowledge has for its object the diminution of 
labour required to provide a given quantity of the necessaries of 
life, as food, clothing, lodging, and national defence, while mental 
or moral knowledge has for its obj'ect the exploration of the 
faculties and affections of the mmd with the view of their being 
applied to the improvement of physical and social knowledge, 
and, consequently, the increase of human happiness (p. 264). 
But man is prevented from acquiring this knowledge by the love 
of money. This has become the predominant passion and ex- 
cludes all really useful mental pursmts. It has even infested the 
minds of men of cultivated understanding^ whose opinions rule 
the opinions of all other men ; and the possessing and ruling 
classes are not slow in making use of this passion of scholars, 
and thus array the men of talent against truth (p. 262) Like- 
wise, the Government does not favour freedom of discussion on 
the subject of social happiness In consequence, minds of the 
highest order in England cannot pubhcly express themselves on 
subjects most vital to the community All this is the effect of 
pnvate property, and the division of society into two classes, 
masters and labourers. 

The labourers work as hard as horses and produce all the 
necessaries and luxuries of life The labourers who produce the 
necessaries are productive labourers, but receive only one-third of 
the produce of their toil, while two-thirds are taken away from 
them by the masters (p 108-9). is productive labour that 
supphes the nation with wealth, and it is the quantity of labour 
that measures the value of all commodities, but labour itself is 
measured by the necessanes of life. No matter how much a 
labourer may produce he will only get as much thereof as is 
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necessary to keep him alive. If the arts of a country are so 
advanced that one labourer can produce necessaries for two men, 
he gets as wages half of it ; if the arts are so advanced that one 
labourer produces necessaries for three, as it appears to be the 
case in England, he will get one-third (p ioo~i) ; and should the 
arts and sciences advance to such a degree that one labourer 
could produce for ten, he would but receive one-tenth (pp. 122, 
288). 

The effect of this division of the produce is in the highest 
degree deplorable. The labourers, condemned to a hfe of a 
beast of burden, follow a principle of action similar to that of a 
horse, in being always ready to propagate, though they know 
that the result can only be semi-starvation and paupensm for 
themselves and their offspring. Pauperism, although apparently 
it is the effect of over-population, and can only be obviated by 
sexual restraint of the workmen,^ is in reality the effect of private 
property, for there is hardly a country in Europe which could not 
sustain ten times as many people as they do sustain now (p 107). 

Finally, trade and commerce are at present regulated by 
competition. There is, therefore, a tendency in all capitals to 
undersell one another, that is, to diminish the rate of profit, and 
thus to reduce the revenue of the smaller capitals, while the 
larger capitals are amply compensated by quicker returns, with 
the result that, although by lowering the price of the commodities 
they lower the rate of profit, their total profit is larger than before. 

Those are the causes that thwart man in his efforts to attain 
to happiness. 

There are, however, in man and capital, certain tendencies that 
counteract those causes, and, aided by human endeavour, might 
lead to happiness There is the social instinct. * ** Sociality,** 
or the collecting together of many men for the purpose of united 
action, is a natural desire and necessity. Nature has so ordered it 
that the majority of pleasures and improvements depend on 

* Edmonds was so disturbed by the view that over-population 

was the immediate cause of pauperism that he regarded as “ the 
best cure for paupensm a tax on marriage both of masters and 
labourers" Morah cmd Pohttcal Bcgnomy^ p. 113). 
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society. As the number of men forming one society increases 
the saving of labour increases, happiness increases, and the 
rapichty of progress made in the physical and moral arts and 
sciences increases (pp 238, 268). Then there is the tendency of 
capital to concentrate or unite together and form one great 
fund under a single management. Competition soon teaches the 
merchant and shopkeeper and trader that only by collecting to- 
gether many small capitals he will be able to reap high profits. 
By the increase of the size or the amount of single capitals the 
national wealth or power is increased, because by this increase, 
and united action, a greater quantity of commodities may be 
produced by a given quantity of labour. By the decrease of 
competition in consequence of the decrease of single capitals 
acting independently of each other, the profits become more 
regular and secure When the labour employed in the different 
arts and crafts has been collected into very large and distinct 
capitals, all will probably unite and form a single corporation 
(pp. 128-30). 

To these two natural tendencies, viz. sociality of men and 
association of capital should be added the principle of improved 
propagation of men and women. “ The breed of men, like that 
of all other animals, is capable of infinite improvement in mind as 
well as in body The bodies of the coming generation may be 
rendered superior in health, strength, activity to the present 
generation by selecting for the purposes of propagation the indi- 
viduals of both sexes possessmg those quahties, and not allowmg 
the weak and diseased to transmit their diseases and miseries 
to posterity.'" The same principle of propagation should be 
applied to mental qualities. And with the help of training and 
education the human race could be made fit for the highest tasks. 

Finally, there is a law of God and nature that no man or 
class of men can increase their happiness by oppressing, or by 
diminishing the happiness of other men or other classes of men. 
The law of nature is that the interests of individuals and the 
interests of the public shall always be inseparably linked to- 
gether "" (p. 261). 

If we enlist for our purpose these tendencies and principles 
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we can devise a plan of rendering society happy and powerful. 
Such a society may be denominated the “ Social System ** on 
account of its being based on sociality and equality (p. 281). 
By way of illustrating the social system the author assumes that 
about a thousand people, agriculturists, craftsmen, and scientists, 
decide to settle in some distant isle which contains about 5,000 
acres of land They do not commence by dividing the land into 
a thousand equal parts and isolate each man on his five acres, 
but resolve to work together in order to enjoy the benefits of 
large capital, proper division of labour, mutual defence and assist- 
ance All matters of administration they put into the hands of 
a small number of elected persons distinguished by the clearest 
judgment and most firmly rooted principles of justice. These 
persons form a representative assembly who select from their 
midst the best and fittest as justices, for no social system can 
exist if the administration of justice does not command the 
confidence of all. This secured, the members of the community 
wiU direct their attention to the organisation of production. All 
the men of the same trade will collect together, m one mass, 
each man's machinery, stock, and labour, in other words, all 
the capitals of any one trade will be collected into one single 
capital. At least one half of the community will consist of 
agriculturists, who, besides their fixed capital (machinery, stock), 
must possess necessaries (circulating capital) to be consumed by 
the five hundred men during the process of production. Since 
all the agriculturists have an equal nght to govern their collective 
capital, the government, or management of this capital must be 
performed by a small number of their representatives The 
management of the capitals of the other trades will be regulated 
on the same principle. And the governments of all capitals will 
be subject to the general government. 

After providing for equal administration of justice and for the 
management of collective labour, the community will turn its 
attention to fostering the gregarious instinct and the increase of 
sociality by erecting large apartment houses, common dining- 
rocans, sitting-rooms, lecture halls, theatres, concerts, dancing- 
halls, hbraries, open to the whole population. 
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The community will then be united by the threefold c®rd of 
equal administration of justice, collective labour, and sociality. 
When these soc|^ bonds will have reached a high degree of 
perfection, injustice wiU disappear, and with it the necessity of 
the Courts of Justice. Collective labour and sociality will then 
be of sufficient strength to keep the community closely together 
and perpetuate happiness. The only pressure which the assem- 
bly of representatives might have to apply would be in matters of 
propagation. Should over-population threaten, then it would be 
necessary to prevent the weak in body or mmd from multipl5nng, 
and to take the quota of children necessary for the existence of 
the community from the stronger members only. 

The benefits to be derived from the social system will be so 
considerable that the nation which first adopts it will so far exceed 
in power all other nations that they will fall an easy prey to it 
and be compelled to adopt the same system. The British nation 
is the one which, in all probability, will soonest arnve at the social 
system and which will spread it over the world. England is more 
powerful than any other nation because its system approaches 
nearest to the social system. There is equal administration of 
justice, concentration of capital, division of labour ; only sociahty 
is lacking. The population of English towns is divided and 
split up into a multitude of different ranks, sets, groups, with no 
intercourse between them. This lack of sociahty is manifest 
in the pride, self-consciousness, and ferocity of the English 
And this is the main cause of the unhappiness so prevalent among 
them (p. 250). And nowhere are the working classes so de- 
graded as in England, for the upper classes keep them in ignor- 
ance. All reform in England must be directed towards fostering 
sociality. 

The social system is the ideal towards which all governments 
tend, and at which they cannot fail to arrive sooner or later. 
It is in harmony with nature and the doctrines of Christianity 
(pp. 270-288). The establishment of the social system should 
be the work of the thinking and richer classes, for only to them 
would the bulk of the population pay attention, while any reform 
undertaken by the working classes would be insecure and finally 
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fail. Changes proposed by the working classes even if con- 
formable to truth, or conducive to happiness, could not be carrried 
by them into effect ; the exceptions to the general truth would 
stagger them, they would reject the truth m despair, and things 
would return to a worse state than before '' (303-4) In other 
words, the author is evidently of opinion that working men, by 
assuming that a theory must uncompromisingly be carried out, 
are bound to fail m their efforts for reform ; they do not see that 
a theory can only become workable when it is corrected by, or 
enters into a compromise with, practice. This is, indeed, one of 
the causes of failure of revolutionary movements 

8. — ^JoHN Francis Bray 

The synthesis of Owenite teachings and anti-capitalist criticisms 
was effected by John Francis Bray in his Labour's Wrongs and 
Labour's Remedy (1838-9), a book written with great knowledge 
and genuine rhetorical &e. He was bom June 26, 1S09, m 
Washington City, U.S.A , as son of John Bray, comedian -and 
writer, a native of Yorkshire Father and son returned to 
England m 1822 and settled with their relatives at Leeds, where 
John Francis attended school and then worked as compositor 
at the Leeds TimeSy edited by Samuel Snules [Self Help)^, He 
was active in the labour movement, read Owen, Gray, and 
Hodgskin, and was profoundly gneved at the constant efforts 
of the working classes to amehorate their condition, or to accom- 
plish their emancipation, by trade unionist and political methods, 
notwithstandmg all the failures and disappointments which 
attended their feverish activities in the political and trade 
unions. And when he finally witnessed the rising tide of Chart- 
ism he summoned up all his energies and his store of philosophic 
and economic knowledge for the purpose of demonstrating to the 
working classes that the only remedy for their wrongs was 
mutual co-operation in production, distribution, and exchange. 
His book is the last and most powerful manifesto of Owenism. 

^Bray returned in 1842 to U S.A., lived m ttie state ot Miclugan 
as pnnter, joumahst, and farmer, later on, with his relatives and 
grandchildren m and near Boston, and died in 1895. (Compare also 
Sociahst Review, London, Sept , 1916.) 
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The doctrines concerning happiness, natural rights, circum- 
stances as builders of character, capitalist production, labour- 
value, co-operative enterprise, socialisation of exchange, and the 
pnority of economics to politics, are combined and fused into one 
whole by the concentrated heat of an intensely thinking mind. 
He argues : 

Were we able to take an unprejudiced survey of the human 
race we should compare it to a group of shipwrecked men thrown 
upon an almost desert island. There is sufficient room for all 
to hve and move, plenty of materials necessary to support 
existence, but nothmg can be done without labour. It requires 
labour to gather even the wild fruits from the trees, or the shell- 
fish from the shore. Without labour we die. Surely, the most 
rational mode of action for men so circumstanced would be to 
unite m parties, work and share alike, and render to each other 
mutual assistance and protection. But men have hitherto done 
nothing of the kind. They have pursued different tracks, and 
have moved on alone, each for himself, although they have all 
been in search of the same object — ^happiness. The result has 
been complete failure to achieve it. And it could not be other- 
wise, since men have neglected the first principles of society, or 
the rights of nature. We live in an unnatural society. All 
this restlessness and yearning and dissatisfaction of a great 
part of humanity is due to that fact. Our whole social fabric is 
one vast Babel of interests, in which true charity, morality, and 
brotherly love are absent. The hand of every man is raised 
against every other man ; the mterests of every class are op- 
posed to those of every other class, and all other interests are in 
opposition and hostihty to those of the working class. This 
unnatural state of things was originally brought about and is now 
maintained by man's ignorance of the first principles promul- 
gated in the great book of Nature, which maybe thus mterpreted ; 

(i) All men are alike in regard to their substance, their crea- 
tion, and their preservation, the inequalities m men's nature 
mostly arising from the different circumstances in which men are 
placed, and from the inequalities produced by the artificial state 
of things. 
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(a) The materials requisite for the preservaticm of life — ^food, 
clothing, and shelter — exist everywhere around us, but they are 
naturally valueless or unobtainable until labour intervenes; 
therefore, as the life of man cannot be maintained without a due 
provision of food, clothing, and shelter, and as these cannot be 
procured without labour, it follows that every human being ought 
to labour. 

(3) As the nature and wants of all men are alike, the rights of 
ail must be equal ; and as human existence is dependent on the 
same contingencies, it follows that the great field for all exertions 
and the raw material of all wealth, the earth, is the common pro- 
perty of all its inhabitants. 

Equality of men, equality of rights and duties, common owner- 
ship of the soil, are the laws of nature. 

Further, it is labour alone that bestows value. Every man 
has an imdoubted right to all his honest labour can procure him ; 
when he thus appropriates the fruits of his labour he commits no 
injustice upon any other human being ; but if any individual 
appropriates the field on which all labour is exercised, he clearly 
infringes the common equality of rights And these rights have 
been destroyed by the appropriation of the land. Or, as the 
author puts it, From the very nature of the thing, and the 
position in which man stands with regard to his fellows, he never 
did, and never can, individually, possess any exclusive right to 
one single inch of land. Wherever such an assumed right is set 
up and acted upon, there will always exist injustice, tyranny, 
poverty, and inequality of rights, whether the people be under the 
monarchical or the republican form of government , for all the 
wrongs and woes which man has ever committed or endured, 
may be traced to the assumption of right m the soil by certain 
individuals and classes to the exclusion of other individuals and 
classes. Equity of right can never be enj oyed until all individual 
claims to landed property are subverted, and merged in those of 
the nation at large '' (p 33-4) 

From this prolific source of evil have arisen despotisms, 
governmental power, domination of class over class, riches and 
misery— in short, the wrongs of Labour must be traced back to 
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inequality of possessions. No change of forms of government or 
laws, no struggles for higher wages and a shorter number of work- 
ing hours caCn remove those wrongs, for government and laws 
or conditions of employment are the effects, and not the causes, 
of the evil. Wherever mequahty of possessions prevails, in- 
equality of rights and duties must necessanly exist. Our 
politicians have always been wont to make laws for rich men as 
such, and poor men as such, without ever inquinng how it came 
to pass that some men were rich and some were poor ; or how it 
happened that one class toiled away, generation after generation, 
without becoming any richer, and the other class ate, drank, and 
were merry, generation after generation, without becoming less 
rich. The pobticians have almost always taught the workmen 
to look for relief to governmental changes and reforms ; but the 
majority of these advisers have not belonged to the working 
classes , and, connected as they are with the rich, and living as 
they do on rents and profits, they are necessarily hostile to the 
interests and wishes of labour The pohticians who always 
descant on the load of taxation, cost of royalty, etc., do not 
know that taxes form a relatively small fraction of the social 
burden of Labour The amoimt of taxation is now (1838) 
about fifty millions sterling. On the other hand, the value of 
the goods produced by the working classes of the United 
Kingdom is no less than five hundred millions, of which they 
receive in wages about two hundred millions ; thus the capi- 
tahsts and landlords deprive them of three-fifths of their 
labour produce. A right understanding of the tables of pro- 
duction and distribution, as given by Colquhoun and Gray, 
could teach the working classes more than all the speeches 
of the pohticians and taxation reformers (pp 76, 85) The 
insufficiency of political measures to remedy social grievances was 
long since seen by thousands of the working classes , they had 
some sort of conception that the gam of the capitalist was the loss 
of the producer ; and therefore sought relief by the institution of 
trade societies and trades unions. But these also had the same 
ultimate object m view as the political unions — ^namely, the par- 
tial amelioration of the condition of the working class as such. 
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Likewise, factory legislation can, at best, have no other effect. 
All these remedies will reduce neither the number of the nch nor 
the poor , and therefore they are not capable of curing the evils 
which this relative position and this division of society inflict 
upon the workman. The capitalist or employer, by his very 
position m society as the purchaser and controller of the labour 
of the working class, has it in his power to suck from them the 
greater part of the wealth which they produce. Indeed, capital 
anses from unpaid labour. 

** Every accumulation of the capitalist or employers, as a 
body, is derived from the unsurrendered earnings of the working 
class, or persons employed ; and wherever one man thus becomes 
nch, he does so only on condition that many men shall remain 
poor (p 56). All this is done by means of unequal exchanges. 
The workmen have always given the capitahst the labour of a 
whole day for the value of only a half day, and even this value 
had been previously taken from Labour, since the capitahst, 
being a non-producer, can have nothing to exchange. It is 
this inequality of exchanges, and not the supposed inequality 
of bodily and mental powers, that makes the rich richer and 
the poor poorer (pp 48-9). 

The division of society into two classes, into capitahsts and 
labourers — into those who produce everything and get little, 
and into those who produce nothing and get the most — ^is the 
root of evil. It perpetuates the division of interests, and by 
bringing individuals into hostile contact in the common scramble 
for subsistence, destroys those germs of social sympathy which 
naturally exist in all men, while the germs of self-love are fostered 
and even forced to a riotously profuse growth and unnatural 
development. To apply to an evil of this potency the measures 
advocated by politicians is to eqmp men with pop-guns for a 
himting expedition in a jungle. 

However, while reviewing their wrongs and devising remedies, 
the working class must never lose sight of the fact that their war- 
fare is not against men, but against a system, — ^not against capi- 
tahsts as individuals nor against capital itself, but against the 
present mode of appl5dng capital, against that system which gives 
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to in'esponsible individuals the power of gnndmg masses of labour 
between masses of capital. T^iere is no remedy for this except 
a change of system. Without such a change, the cause of the 
redemption of the working class is a hopeless one ! 

From the nature of the evil it follows that the remedy can 
only be found in the estabhshment of equal exchanges — 
exchanges of equal quantities of labour. Such an equality, 
once established, would necessarily lead to universal labour, 
or to the extinction of the idle classes. The social burden 
will then be taken oi^ the shoulders of the working classes 
(p. no). 

This change must be undertaken with a view to a reconciliation 
of interests, to uniting all into one interest. And this is only 
possible in a social system based on community of possessions, 
as devised by Robert Owen. Such a form of society is in every 
respect the most perfect which is in the power of man to institute, 
but it cannot be called into existence at one stroke, for it requires 
a degree of excellence of character and reasoning capacities which 
but few enjoy to-day. We are all tainted by, and more or less 
imbued with, the depravity and ill-feeling which the present sys- 
tem generates. The failures which have hitherto attended 
co-operative expenments have been due either to those causes or 
to lack of capital. If, then, a changed character be essential to 
the success of the community system in its most perfect form, 
and if the present system affords no circumstances and no facilities 
for effecting the requisite change of character, it is evident that 
things must necessarily remain as they are, unless one of the two 
methods are adopted. Either those who commence a new system 
must possess accumulations of capital sufficient to overcome the 
drawbacks imposed by the present system until the superior 
circumstances created by the new system shall have done their 
work, or else some preparatory step must be discovered — some 
intermediate resting-place, to which men may go with all their 
faults and follies, and from which they may move forward, 
imbued with those qualities without which the system of com- 
munity and equality cannot exist. 

After having dealt with all the familiar objections to com- 
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mtinism and proved them to have emanated either from pre- 
judice and ignorance or from the .failures of rashly undertaken 
communist expenments, the author devises, as a preliminary 
step to the perfect social system, the formation of communities in 
form of joint-stock companies, based on the following principles : 
Society is to consist of one class only, labourers, mental and 
manual, united together m an indefimte number of communities 
or joint-stock companies, in which labour is to be universal and 
the remuneration in proportion to the time of labour. These 
communities would hold possession of the land and the productive 
capital of the nation , they would likewise possess a circulating 
bank-note or paper medium, amounting to two thousand million 
pounds sterling ; they would mutually and Universally produce 
and distribute wealth, exchanging their labour and their produc- 
tions on one broad pnnciple of equahty. This vast confederation of 
labour would have somewhat the character of a modem joint- 
stock company, and would bnng forth its results by means of 
similar appliances. There would be general and local magazines of 
food and necessaries ; this produce would be distributed by means 
of large markets or bazaars instead of through innumerable petty 
tradesmen ; and every commodity would be procurable m any 
part of the country for its wholesale cost of production, neither 
depreciated by abundance— social statistics based on the national 
accounts would preclude gluts — ^nor enhanced by the artifices of 
speculators. The production and transport, and, generally, the 
affairs of society at large, would be regulated by national and 
local boards of vanous kinds, the members of which would be 
elected by the communities. A national bank would create the 
circulating medium, and issue it to the managers of vanous com- 
panies in proportion to the number of members of each company, 
or the character of their occupation With this money, all 
individuals and companies would purchase commodities and 
transact their exchanges, on the present principle of trade ; and, 
either by the imposition of a direct tax on persons, or a percentage 
on commodities, necessary funds would be forthcoming for the 
expenses of administration. The money issued would always 
keep within the limits of actual effective capital existing. The 
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money would always be at hand to pay for the labour — ^the 
labour would always be ready to exert its power for this universal 
representative of capital, and thus, while the money would insure 
the labour, the labour itself would insure the creation of com- 
modities Production, accumulation, distnbution, and consump 
tion would naturally be adjusted to each other, thus precluding 
confusion, gluts, unemployment, and poverty. 

For the rest, no accurate and detailed description of future 
arrangements can be given by any human being. For, as the 
knowledge of every man is acquired either through his own 
experience or the experience of others, he can never accurately 
foretell and determine how individuals will feel and act, in every 
instance, when placed in new circumstances. We can only 
judge from the past and present, and keep in view principles, 
actions, and incentives to action ; by combining experience with 
principle, or practice with theory, we can make an approximation 
to the results sought for The efforts of the communists are of 
this character , although they may not be able to point out every 
trivial arrangement which might be adopted by a people acting 
upon such a system, the principles on which it is founded, and 
the general outline of it, will serve as a standard with which to 
compare and test existing social arrangements. And it is not 
the communists or any other individuals who are prepanng the 
change of the social system. “ The present cnsis is no more 
than a natural movement attending the course of thmgs — ^it is 
but one move of that mighty ocean of events, the billows of which 
have rolled on from eternity, and will progress in unchecked 
power for ever ... it was advancing even when polished 
Greece and Rome degenerated into semi-barbarism — ^it was 
coming on when the French Revolution took place • . . and 
it is at this moment passing before our eyes and bearing us along, 
destroying and remstituting pohtical and social institutions of 
every character and kind. The present is not a merely local 
movement, it is not confined to country, colour, or creed — ^the 
universe is the sphere in which it acts . . . and whatever 
may be its immediate prospect, there are to be seen harbingers of 
brighter and better times. The light of Mind is beaming through 
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the gloomy boundaries of the Age of Might, and ushering in the 
Age of Right 

1 Bray's book \\ as regarded by Socialists and Chartists as a standard 
work {Northern Star, May 20, 1843) ; 0*Bnen*s National Refonmr 
and Manx Weekly Review, Oct 24, 1846; Karl Marx, Miser e de la 
Philosophie, 1847. 
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ECONOMICS OF ANTI-^CAPITALISM 


I. — A LETTER TO LORD JOHN RUSSELL " 

The revolutionary ferment consequent upon the rise of the 
new manufactures and aggravated by the Napoleonic Wars, 
the distress which had set in at the end of i8i6, and the propa- 
ganda of Owen, produced a revulsion of feeling and reasoning 
against the capitalist mode of production and its economic 
theories, particularly as formulated by Ricardo, whose concise 
statement of principles and verbal inaccuracies in details offered 
a favourable front to attack. The writers who led the attack 
were, as already stated in a preceding chapter, by no means 
socialists. They only saw in capitalism a destructive or sub- 
versive force dangerous to the welfare of the working-classes in 
particular, and to the nation in general. The comprehensive 
and sweeping character of their criticism is out of all propor- 
tion to their indefinite and halting proposals for reforms. Their 
leading idea is, capital is really preserved labour ; the foundation 
of value IS labour , and yet, socially, Capital is everything and 
Labour nothing ^ The reverse ought to be the case. No 
sociahst has ever surpassed these writers m the emphasis they 
laid on the opposition of interests and the irreconcilable antafon- 
ism between capital and labour. Most of their thought was 
communicated to the nsing Labour Movement by Thomas 
Hodgskin, of whom we shall treat later on. One of the first cntics 
of capitahsm was an anonymous wnter of an open letter to Lord 
John Russell on The Source and Remedy of the National Difficulhes 
{1821) 

Our country, he says, is suffermg, and the revenue of the 
nation is rising. Political economists count those nations 
richest where the greatest revenue can be raised, as if the power 
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of compelling or inducing men to labour twice as much at the 
mills of Gaza for the enjoyment of the Philistines were a proof 
of an5^hing but a t5n:anny or an ignorance twice as powerful " 

(p. I). 

This is the arsis. And now comes the thesis. Labour, either 
our own or of others, is the source of wealth and revenue. The 
wealth of a nation consists in its preserved labour, or rather in its 
preserved surplus labour, that is, labour beyond its usual and 
necessary consumption. Surplus labour, then, means all the 
labour of the individual beyond what is exclusively appropriated 
to the maintenance and en303unent of himself and family. Such 
labour is capital (p. 3). 

And as this surplus labour is not owned by those who produced 
it, but by those who allowed the labourer the necessaries while 
he was producing it, therefore, capital is surplus labour taken 
away from the producer. 

Capital has the power of reproduction All political economists 
have for their object to suggest means to increase capital. But it 
will be shown that the accumulation of capital is very limited if 
we look at the condition of the whole population, and not at the 
opulence of the few, or at the high rate of interest which the 
labourers have to pay to the capitalist for the loan of the means 
of production. 

The author assumes that profit is merely another name for 
interest ; the usurer lends money, the capitalist lends fixed and 
circulating capital to the labourers, who only leave to themselves 
as much of the produce of their labour as to enable them to sub- 
sist and perpetuate the race, while the rest goes as surplus labour 
to the lender of capital, t.e , the capitalist 

Notwithstanding these appropriations, capital accumulates but 
slowly, since a high rate of interest has to be paid by the pro- 
ducer for its use And this slow accumulation of capital is the 
immediate cause of the distress of the nation. 

In order to grasp the meaning of this cause and find out its 
source, let us suppose a simple society where the whole labour of 
the country is just sufl&cient to support the whole population 
In this case there is no surplus labour, and consequently no 
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accumulation of capital. Suppose now the whole labour the 
country can raise as much in one year as would maintain it two 
years, then either one year*s produce must perish or the population 
must cease work for one year. But, of course, nothing of the 
kind will take place. The appropriators of the surplus produce 
or capital will, for one year, employ the labour on commodities 
not directly consumable, i e,, on buildings, machinery, roads, 
etc. But the third year will again be devoted to productive 
labour, and, with the aid of the machinery built last year, the 
population will produce much more than in the first year, and 
consequently the surplus labour will be greater. It would follow 
still more that either the surplus commodities should perish or 
the population cease labour until the commodities were con- 
sumed. However, the labouring population will never be asked 
how to get rid of the surplus produce, but the capitalists will 
accufnulate it. Looking at the reproductive power of capital and 
at the readiness of the great mass of the people to apply their 
labour to it, capital ought to go on mcreasmg until no man would 
have any difficulty in getting it. And the falling rate of interest 
shows the tendency in that direction, but so long as capital can 
command interest at all, society cannot have arrived at the 
maximum production of wealth. When that maximum is reached 
society will not go on to exert its productive power as before, 
but will reduce its hours of labour from twelve to six. This 
beginning of general ease would be the beginning of real pros- 
perity 

Wealth of the nation does not mean the opulence of the few, 
but facilities of living for all. “ Wealth is liberty — ^liberty to 
recreation — ^liberty to enjoy life — ^liberty to improve the mind. 
Wealth is disposable time, and hothing more ” (p. 6). 

Considering all the facilities for production and the great bene- 
fits which would accrue from it to the nation at large, the question 
is, why has society never arrived yet at this prosperous situation ^ 

The first dead weight that impedes the progress of production is 
the possessor of capital who, as soon as surplus labour is available, 
ceases to work and maintains himself on the interest, or the 
surplus labour of others. He becomes an idle consumer. The 
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increase in the production of wealth is marked by an increase of 
idle persons, and their menial servants and parasites. Thus, 
the momentum of wealth production is slackened. Moreover, 
the idle classes, besides exacting surplus labour for lending real 
capital, inflate the capital of the country by issuing fictitious 
paper money and stock, — ^fictitious because not covered by gold 
and silver or increase of real capital ; and for this fictitious paper 
capital they exact interest from Labour. Finally, they destroy 
enormous amounts of real capital by wars, and they waste real 
capital by exporting it to foreign countries in exchange for 
luxuries. We may safely assume that if capital does not decrease 
in value as it increases in amount, the capitalist exacts from the 
labourer the produce of every hour’s labour beyond what is 
possible for the worker to subsist on. The less useful the capitalist 
becomes, the stronger his lust for appropriating and accumulating 
the surplus labour of others ; the more he wastes, the greater the 
exactions from the producers. 

What are the exactions from Labour ? These can only be 
roughly estimated. According to Patrick Colquhoun’s 
sources of the British Empire, a labouring family consisting of 
four persons receives £45 annually, or £11 per head. We may, 
therefore, assume that the mere labour of any member of society 
is not worth more than £ii per annum ; and all income beyond 
that sum represents interest on the capital outlay for education, 
apprenticeship, training, etc. If a clergyman or a lawyer re- 
ceives two, three, or four hundred a year, it is because two, three, 
or four thousand pounds is presumed to have been expended on 
his education Taking now from Colquhoun the number of 
the heads of famihes of other classes and allowing to each the 
worth of mere labour, £45 per annum, we are able to separate 
the worth of this labour, or the just wages, from the interest 
they derive from capital, as the following table shews : — 

The total income of these classes amounts to about 276 millions 
sterling, the value of their labour is about 41 millions’ sterling. 
Consequently, they exact as interest on capital no less a sum than 
235 millions, or six times as much as their labour is worth 
(pp. ^). 
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The effect on society is deplorable. 

The increase of trade and commerce opened a boundless 
field to luxuries ; the splendour of the luxurious en]03mients of 
the few excited a worthless, debasing, and selfish emulation in 
all. The attainment of wealth became the ultimate purpose of 
life.^ . . . Their appetite was corrupted in their infancy 
that it might leave its natural and wholesome nutriment, and 
feed on the garbage of Change Alley . . And the con- 
summation of their hopes was charactensed by misery and ignor- 
ance, the dissolution of all social virtue and common sympathy 
among individuals, and by a disunited, feeble, despotic, and 
despised government ” (p. 18-19). 

We have reached a stage of social life when Colquhoun wants the 
working men to feed on potatoes instead of bread. To such a 
pass has the nation been brought through injustice and bad 
policy. None the less, the political economists do not cease 
to wnte about the wealth of the nation and to exalt capital. In 
reality, the progress of a nation is marked by reduction of the 
hours of labour and rise of wages. These are unmistakable signs 
of prosperity , and growth of capital would bring this about if 
we could eliminate the factors that retard and check it. More- 
over, the emancipation of labour depends on abundant capital. 
When capital is increased in such masses that the rate of interest 
sinks to zero, the hour of freedom for all mankind will have 
arrived. 

As to the measures to bring this flood of wealth over the 
earth the author hardly suggests any. He denies that he is 

for levelling all classes and distinctions, or reducing the pay of 
a judge to the wage of a labourer, or any other such foolish 
speculations." He merely demands abolition of the Corn Xaws, 
reduction of the interest on the National Debt, " for the 
loans to the Government were made in depreciated currency, 
which has now been restored to its fuU value," reduction of 
rentals and a general nse of wages ^ 

This anonymous pamphlet may have had some influence on 
John Gray. 

* C/. Karl Marx, Theorien i4b$f den Mekrweri, III,, pp, 281-305. 
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2. — PIERCY RAVENSTONE 

One of the seminal minds of the period was the author of the 
remarkable book, A few Doubts as to the Correctness of some 
Optmons Generally Entertained on the Subject of Pohtical Economy 
(1821), and of a pamphlet, entitled Thoughts on the Funding 
System and its Effects (1824). He signed himself Piercy Raven- 
stone,'' but it is very doubtful whether this was his real name ; 
it is rather probable that it is a pseudonym. Of his hfe nothing 
has been ascertained. In the Goldsmiths' Economic Library 
(London University) there are two copies of the book, one bearing 
the autograph “ Henry Brougham, Esq. From the Author." 
The other copy is from the library of Sir Robert Peel. How- 
ever, no matter what the name and history of the hfe of the 
author were, his works exercised a great influence on that group 
of writers and working class agitators, who, though averse from 
socialism, were intensely anti-capitahst, and laid the foundation 
of the class-warfare theory. 

Ravenstone was essentially a Tory Democrat, but without 
any ulterior motives, without any other end to serve than what 
he considered justice and national welfare Of an ardent tem- 
perament, a rehgious and cultured mind, his whole being was in 
revolt against capitalist and Stock Exchange dominion. He 
must have been in an advanced age when he wrote his first book, 
for the experience which he brought to bear upon it was full of 
pessimism, caused evidently by the French Revolution, the 
Napoleonic Wars, and the terrible years 1816 to 1820 He was 
then firmly convinced that England had run her course, and, 
loaded with debt and torn with dissensions, was tottering to the 
bnnk of the grave-trap in which exhausted nations disappear 
from the scene of history. 

His ideal was a nation consisting in the main of peasant 
proprietors, handicraftsmen, and other useful labourers, with 
a minimum of government and taxation under the control 
of those who serve the community by hand and head. Like 
Cobbett, he hated the ** accumulating, centrahsing, and amal- 
gamating band of Malthusians and political economists." He 
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was indeed Cobbett idition de luxe — Cobbett who could think 
systematically and consistently, whose knowledge of history was 
more comprehensive and accurate and less vitiated by prejudice, 
and whose style was as vigorous as that of the Pohticcd Register, 
but of a polish and refinement which only a superior classical 
education can produce. We can imagine him an independent 
squire with an Oxford or Cambridge education, who laiew his 
Thucydides, Tacitus, Montesquieu, Gibbon, the histories of the 
Italian republics, and the deeds of the Dutch, and who was 
impelled by a burning zeal to warn his countr5nnen of the impend- 
ing fall of England, and to analyse and define the economic 
and social causes of it 

The events of the last hundred years, he declares, the changes 
they have wrought in the mode of existence of every nation of 
Europe, and the complications they have introduced into all 
relations of societ}?’, have given to the science of political economy 
an importance to which it could have never before pretended. 
As the classes into which nations^ are divided have multiplied, as 
the space allotted to the movements of each individual has been 
more circumscribed, their different interests have brought men 
more frequently into collision, and it has required no small 
amount of skiU to state and regulate the claims of each {funding 
System, p. i). Political economists, or the scientists of the essen- 
tials of society and government, have undertaken to interpret 
those changes and to teach us how to re-adjust society. What 
is the system they have built up ? ** A cold and dreary system 
which represents our fellow-creatures as so many rivals and 
enemies, which makes us believe that their happiness is incom 
patible with our own, which builds our wealth upon their poverty, 
which would persuade us to look on the world in the light of a 
besieged town, where the death of our neighbours is hailed with 
secret satisfaction, since it augments the quantity of provision 
hkely to fall to our own share '' (A Few Doubts, p. 17), It is 
time to put an end to that cheerless system which represents 
society as a jungle of wild animals always ready to devour each 
other. 

In searchmg for the fundamental principle of society we find 
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that every man brings into the world the capacity for proctinng 
his own sustenance, Man gives existence to food, clothing, and 
shelter. Subsistence grows with the growth of numbers, or 
with the amount of labour employed on its production ; where 
the population is most numerous wealth is abundant. The 
increase of population allows of division and subdivision of labour, 
which, in their turn, raise production, and give leisure to some, 
who employ it to extend the boimds of knowledge. Increase of 
population, division of labour, opportunity for research, and the 
necessity of easing the labour of production, lead to inventions 
which result in an infinite multiplication of the productive powers 
(Ih , pp. 23, 119, 177). Without detracting from the merit of a 
Watt or an Arkwright, inventions are seldom due to the man who 
brings them forward ; they arise from the spirit, the experience, 
knowledge, and needs of the age. Had not the predecessors of 
Watt studied the power of steam and built contrivances to utilise 
it, had not the population grown faster than sheep, had there 
still been enough wool for clothing, the steam engine and the 
spinning-jenny would have never reached that stage of perfection 
which permitted them to revolutionise our manufactures. In- 
vention alwajTs sleeps in thinly populated countries Human 
ingenuity awakens and is impelled to activity by the growing 
needs of a growing population. Where population is making 
great advances, every day presents new combmations of machm- 
ery and calls into action powers that a few years before none 
would have dared to dream of. The elasticity of nature and 
mind, the constant tendency in every people to increase its 
numbers and to give more profitable employment to its industry, 
this exhaustless capacity of improvement is the true capital of 
nations ; thence flows, if properly understood and acted upon, 
their wealth {Fundtng System, p. 43). God, in bidding man in- 
crease and multipl5r, and eat bread by the sweat of his brow, 
pointed out to him the true source of the wealth of nations. 
Growth of population and industry is the real cause of riches and 
welfare ( 16 ., p. 76). 

If, then, the experience of particular nations appears to contro- 
v^ this theory, if the means of subsistence have not increased as 



ECONOMICS OF ANTI-CAPITALISM 


254 

rapidly as the population, the defects and errors must be sought in 
their own institutions. Not the principles of society are wrong, 
but the human regulations of society are at fault Such a state 
of things is decisive evidence that the constitution of that society 
is defective and therefore requires to be re-cast. 

Which are the defects and errors that have led to the dispro- 
portion between the means pf subsistence and the population ? 

Rent, taxes, and capital (profit) are the great engines for 
bringing about this unfortunate change in the condition of 
society. And rent, taxes, and profit have their origin in the 
right of property. 

We do not condemn property as such, but there are two kinds 
of property, natural and artificial. The natural right of property 
is identical with the reward of labour. Ravenstone, following 
Locke, says that he who renders things useful and valuable by his 
labour and skill is, as it were, their creator and they are rightly his 
property. This species of property is, however, very different 
from that artificial right which grows up in the progress of 
society, by which a man is enabled to appropriate to himself the 
ownership of lands which he does not occupy, and on which he has 
never exercised any industry; a right which enables him to 
live in plenty, without any labour of his own, and to exact from 
others a large portion of the fruits of their industry, for the 
permission to employ their labour m rendering productive 
lands in which all appear to have an equal right of property 
{A Few Doubts, p. 99). This pretension of the landowner 
IS the basis of the property of every description which is seen to 
multiply with the growth of civilisation. On it are built the 
pretensions of the master manufacturer, tradesman, and 
capitalist No sooner has the landowner established his 
claim to share in all the earnings of those who exercise 
their industry in the cultivation of the soil, than the 
master manufacturer sets up a similar claim to a share in 
aU the earnings of those whose industry is employed m wool, 
cotton, timber, iron, or any of the productions of human 
ingenuity. From this moment labour ceases to be free. The 
e^^cise of industry is effectually barred ; everywhere the toll 
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must be paid before industry is allowed to go to work. This 
toll is rent or profit, or the idle men's shares in the labouring 
men's earnings {Ih,, p. 225). These idle men live on the surplus 
produce of the workers (p. 311). 

Ravenstone does not clearly show how and why these rent 
and profit gatherers succeeded in raising themselves to that 
position, but he appears to suggest that man is naturally weak 
and desires some sort of leadership Leaders are appointed to 
regulate and promote the affairs of society, but finally end by 
tyrannizing society and promoting their own interests. Or, as 
he says : In a well-regulated society, the landowner, the trades- 
man, and the manufacturer perform merely the functions of 
channels m a system of irrigation. They do not produce water, 
their business is only to distribute it equally through every part 
of the field. But if these channels be made so numerous that 
all the water is absorbed in its passage, they will rob the soil of 
its nourishment, they will destroy the fertihty they were meant 
to assist, their existence must prove injurious " (p 352). At first, 
rent and profit constitute a very small proportion of the income of 
a nation, but gradually the proportion comes nearly to constitute 
the whole In the early stages of society, when men, bomd to- 
gether by few ties, contribute little to each other's aid, it is as 
much as each can do with all his industry to keep himself from 
starving In every subsequent stage of society, as increased 
numbers and better tools add to each man's power of production, 
the number of those who labour is gradually diminished. When 
one man's labour is barely sufficient for his own subsistence, there 
can be no property nor idle men When one man's labour can 
maintain five, there wiU be four idle men for one employed 
in production. They appropriate his surplus produce. The 
usurpers come to be considered as proprietors of the whole 
Finally, the industrious are supposed to hve on the bounty of 
the idle, the producers to owe their existence to the lovmg- 
kindness of the appropriators. The productivity of labour 
results in the undoing of the labourers They sink to the level of 
horses, the reward of whose efforts is a wage just sufficient to 
keep them in working order. On the other hand, the interests 
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of the rich are identified with those of the nation ; they frame 
the laws, which of course sanction all these usurpations (p, 201), 
For it may be accepted as a rule that economics rule politics. 

And yet labour is the reality, while capital is a metaphysical 
concept, and one of the cabalistic signs of political science. Its 
incorporeal nature for ever eludes our grasp. Where the political 
economists are at a loss to explain any of the problems of social 
progress they have recourse to the miracles supposed to be per- 
formed by capital According to the political economists capital 
IS at once the child and the parent of labour. It is preserved 
labour and yet labour can achieve nothing without capital 
Capital builds our towns, cultivates our fields, it mans our ships, 
it marshals and feeds the army, it fills the world's markets with 
goods, it turns a desert into fiounshmg habitations of man. But 
whence came capital that creates all these prodigies ? Adam 
left none to his childien. Capital is the creation of labour, it is 
the result of accumulation of preserved labour. How then can 
it be the cause of labour ? {Funding System, pp 38^-9. A Few 
Doubts, pp. 293-4 ) Capital is merely an instrument of exchange ; 
it exchanges preserved labour for new labour. And exchanges 
can add no value to the produced goods. The only source of 
value is productive labour, particularly labour employed on 
necessaries. “ How ridiculous, then, the alarm which has been 
» attempted to be raised that if the employers are not sufficiently 
attended to they would leave the country, and carrying with them 
their capitals, would deprive it of the advantages afforded to 
industry ! " (p 352). Much more real is the dread that if labour 
left the country the source of all wealth would be gone ; no 
amount of capital could save us from destruction. Notwith- 
standing all these considerations capital is extolled and labour 
downed It is, however, hopeless to expect that industry will 
be able to rescue herself from the oppression of capital when once 
the latter has firmly established its dominion. The contest is 
that of feebleness against power. It is the struggle of the horse 
against the rider. . . . Capital, when it has once got its 
1^ round the neck of a nation, never loosens its hold tiU it has 
strangled its victim. It is only by a revolution in its state, by a 
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new casting of its constitution that a peofjle can ever escape 
from its thraldom (p. 357). England is* indeed, on the eve 
either of a revolution or a total eclipse. The Napoleonic wars, 
with their legacy of a crushing national debt, funding system, 
paper commerciahsm, suppression of the old nobility in favour 
of a money anstocracy of low-bred upstarts and Jews, have 
infinitely aggravated her condition. “ The struggle she is now 
making serves but to show her weakness. The weather-beaten 
hull of her commercial system still floats on the waves, . . . 
but every scheme to relieve her distress has failed. The straining 
of her beams, the exhaustion of the pilot, explain but too clearly 
even to the most inexperienced passengers that if the wind 
should at all freshen, she must either throw overboard her cargo 
or pensh in the storm ** (p 366). 

What's to be done ? The remedy cannot be looked for in 
communism A communist society is an artificial and over- 
governed society. Such a community can never be upheld but 
either by angels or by the strictest regulations and the most 
vigilant police. It is, in fact, a tyranny exercised by fanatics 
(pp. 196-7). But some may reply that men are improving 
and ever tending towards perfection. This is quite true, but 
communism depends for its success on a perfection of human 
character, which, if attained to, would bring men to the final 
term of their existence. “ When the procession arnves at the 
temple of the gods, the victim without spot is offered on their 
altars " {Funding System, p. 51). 

The most ordmary and most rational principle on which soaety 
can be formed is that which, leaving every man master of his own 
requirements, only puts forth the united strength of the com- 
munity to check the encroachments which each individual may 
be disposed to make on the acquisitions of his neighbours 
In order to enable the present society to re-arrange its afiairs 
m conformity with that principle, the following measures appear 
to be required — Reduction of the national debt by taxing the 
income of the stockholders, taxation of profit, reduction of rents, 
abolition of indirect taxation, representation of Labour in 
Parliament. The rights of Labour wiU be neglected so long as the 
% 
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working classes have no share in electing the House of Commons. 
People who live on rent, interest, and profit will never legislate 
for Labour. There is no reason to fear the influence of the 
people on legislation The great body of the nation can never 
have an interest distinct from and opposed to that of the nation. 
It is a contradiction in terms. They cannot adopt a foolish 
measure without themselves feeling the consequences. The cry 
against democracy has no foundation in historical experience. 
If historians represent popular governments as turbulent, it is 
only because they have misapphed the term , they have con- 
sidered government as democratic which had no claim to that 
character. The repubhcs of Greece were essentially aristocratic, 
for even the most popular of their constitutions was based on 
slavery. Rome had no pretension to be regarded as a democracy ; 
for though all had the right of voting, the mode in which their 
suffrage was given secured all power to the possessors of 
property. The constitutions of the Italian republics of the Middle 
Ages were still more objectionable. In short, experience does 
not speak against democracy, and reason is m favour of it. A 
Parliament consisting of a majority of men acknowledging the 
right of property, and labour as its source, will guard the nation 
against excessive wealth and excessive poverty. In securing 
to each the fruits of his labour they will not impede the pro- 
duction of wealth, but will correct the maldistribution of it. 
They will not allow capital to fasten itself on industry. 

Such legislation involves changes in the economic constitution 
of present society. But change is inseparable from our condition ; 
it is a law of nature, from whose operation we cannot escape. All 
the works of creation are continually assuming new forms ; so 
rapid are the shiftmgs that the eye is scarcely fixed on their 
contemplation when already they appear other than they 
were. 

It should also be remembered that, in the end, the greatest 
innovators are those who oppose timely reforms. 
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3. — THOMAS HODGSKIK 
{a) His Activity and Principles, 

Circumstances and temperament turned the young naval 
of&cer Thomas Hodgskin (1783-1869) into a social cntic, and the 
books of Piercy Ravenstone gave him, for a time, an anti- 
capitalist direction.^ He was, however, too original a thinker 
to be a mere popuianser of Ravenstone He studied the political 
economists, particularly Ricardo, whom he, at first (about 1820) 
rmsunderstood and disparaged, but afterwards regarded as an 
ingenious and profound writer " [Labour Defended, p. 24). 
Besides Ravenstone and Ricardo, John Locke's natural rights 
doctrines, laid down in the famous treatise on Civil Government, 
exercised a lasting influence on his social speculations. 

Hodgskin's part in the history of British socialist thought is 
not inconsiderable. He supplanted Bentham by Locke. In- 
stead of the formula of happiness as the test and end of human 
institutions he emphasized the rights of nature and grounded his 
reasonings on the antithesis of natural and artificial nghts of 
property. Although a friend of Francis Place, the Benthamite, 
who endeavoured to attach him to the Utilitanan circle, Hodg- 
skin withstood ail temptations, and reasoned in all matters 
concerning government and property in the sense of Locke. 
He was, further, one of the principal founders of the London 
Mechanics Institution^ (1823), whose first director was Dr. George 
Birkbeck. And in that Institution, which was attended by the 
most active minds of the metropolitan mechanics and artisans, 
Hodgskin lectured on pohtical economy and spread his anti- 
capitalist and natural rights philosophy. Some of these students 
became later the leaders of the Chartist Movement ; for 
instance, Lovett and Hethermgton, to name only the most 
prominent. What George Mudie did for Owenism, Hodgskin 

1 For a biography of Thomas Hodgskin, based on ongmal research, 
see £lie Hal6vy, Thomas Hodgskin, Pans, 1903 Ravenstone is 
mentioned by Hodgskm in Popular Political Economy, 

* Francis Place, Add MSS 27823 , Mechanics^ Magazine, 
June 16, 1827 , Mechanics' Weekly Journal, 1823-4, p. 112. 
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accomplished for Ravenstone, Locke, and the anti-capitalist 
deductions from Ricardo He transmitted the teachings of these 
pioneers to the British working classes who were soon to enter 
on one of their revolutionary periods. 

Hodgskm's most active years were from 1820 to 1830 , in this 
decade he wrote the pamphlet Labour Defended Against the 
Claims of Cap%taf or the Unproductiveness of Capital Proved, 
published anonymously in 1825, i^wo years later, Popular 
Political Economy, based on his lectures delivered at the London 
Mechanics* Institution ; and, in 1832, he published anonymously 
Natural and Artificial Right of Property Contrasted, which had 
appeared, m 1829, in the shape of newspaper letters addressed 
to Henry Brougham. In February, 1833, he was still in touch 
with the Labour Movement and encouraged the editor of the 
Poor Man's Guardian in his journalistic exposition of the natural 
nghts doctrines And this is the last trace of his career as 
a popular agitator. He disappeared from the public scene at 
a moment when the working men, inspired by the doctnnes 
of Owen and natural rights, organised themselves in huge 
federations and unfurled the banner of class warfare and social 
revolution, 

(6) His Labour Economics. 

Through the intercession of James Mill, the friend of the editor 
of the Morning Chronicle, Hodgskin was engaged, at the end of 
1822, as reporter of that paper. His start was similar to that of 
Mudie. He soon came in contact with the metropolitan mechanics, 
took an interest in the struggle of Francis Place for the abroga- 
tion of the Combmation Laws,^ and attended the House of Com- 
mons m 1824-5, when the Bills concerning that subject were 
debated and passed. The speeches which Hodgskin heard were 
on the whole not favourable to the claims and prospects of the 
working classes. None the less, the repeal was carried through, 
and the forward movement of the working classes began. The 
rising spirit of Liberalism in the council of the nation undoubtedly 
accounts a good deal for this legislative measure in favour of the 

i Graham Wallas, Life of Francis Placet chap. S. 
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wage workers The policy of concession in preference to force 
becomes from that time one of the main characteristics of the 
history of the relations between Liberalism and Labour. The idea 
of pohtical equality, flowing from a purely doctrinal and humani- 
tarian source, expresses itself m Parliamentary measures and 
softens the clash of antagonistic interests, which originates in 
field, factory, and mine, and finds its expression in trade unionist 
action. Hence it comes that the economic action of Labour, in 
passing through the atmosphere of Liberal Parliamentary pohtics, 
loses its revolutionary edge and temper. The hard-bargaining 
and unsentimental capitalist-employer becomes in Parliament a 
Liberal, and the revolutionary Labour leader, when elected to 
Parliament, turns into a reformer. This is the cause and source 
of the frictions between Labour in the workshop and Labour in 
Parliament. And this is the cause of the hatred of the ultra- 
conservative and the revolutionary against Liberahsm. On the 
one hand, Liberalism facilitates the rise and movement of Labour, 
and is, therefore, hated and branded as subversive by Conserva- 
tives ; on the other hand, Liberalism prevents the rising and 
moving working classes from falling into the extremes of purely 
economic and revolutionary action, and is, therefore, hated and 
branded as h5q)ocritical, by Revolutionists. 

Hodgskin was, of course, unable to foresee this development, 
which required a century to mature. He reasoned on the 
basis of economics and cared little for politics. To him, all 
the Parhamentary debating proved but too clearly the irre- 
concilable opposition between capital and labour, as he was 
taught by the deductions from Ricardo’s theory of value and 
wages, fortified by the doctrines of Ravenstone. In this mood 
and sense he wrote Labour Defended, one of the most aggressive 
and closely reasoned pamphlets of the labour and socialist move- 
ment. 

Throughout the country, he declares, there rages at present a 
contest between capital and labour. The workmen of almost 
every trade have combined to obtain higher wages, and their 
employers have appealed to Parliament for protection. The 
contest will be decided not only by physical endurance, but by 
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argument and reason. To suggest some arguments in favour of 
labour and against capital, is the main purpose of the pamphlet. 

The workman does not receive as wages the produce of his 
labour i he only receives and has ever received as much 
as will enable him to subsist. Although, by his increased 
skill and knowledge, he produces now probably ter times 
more than two centuries ago, he must be contented with 
the same reward as two centuries ago. All the advan- 
tages of the improvement go to the capitalist and landlord. 
And when the workmen claim their share and combine in 
order to give weight to it, they are punished or regarded as a 
danger to the nation. “ Capital,'' says Mr. Huskasson, “ will 
be terrified out of the country, and the misguided workmen, 
unless they are stopped in time, will bring nun on themselves and 
on us " And the Marquis of Lansdowne says, “ Capital must 
be protected, else it will leave for some more favoured country." 
The pohtical economists, like McCulloch, James Mill, and Malthus, 
hasten to confirm the surpassing importance of capital, and assert 
that without circulating and fixed capital no wealth could be 
produced. Under the influence of such ideas Labour is forced 
back to its old position of a bare subsistence wage, and all the 
rest of the produce of labour goes to the capitalist under the 
name of profit and rent for the use of his capital (pp, i~6). 
Capital thus appears to be a substance of some wonderful 
properties, considering the fact that it has so many advocates 
and that Labour pays so exorbitantly for it. 

Let us see what it does, whether it does anything, or whether 
it has any independent existence at all. 

Without circulating capital, or food and clothing, say the 
economists, the labourer could never engage in any undertaking 
which did not 3 deld an almost immediate return. The advantage, 
then, of circulating capital is that by it the labourer is enabled, 
he being assured of his present subsistence, to direct his power 
to the greatest advantage. The fact, however, is that that 
assurance is not the effect of circulating capital, but of co-existing 
labour. The capitalist does not possess any such stock of com- 
modities necessary to feed and clothe the labourers. He only 
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possesses money or credit, by which he commands the labour of 
the poor, of whom one set of workers produces machinery and raw 
matenals, and the other set produces food and clothing. This 
gives the employer as well as the employed the assurance that 
they will be fed and clothed It is thus co-existing labour, and 
not circulating capital, which makes it possible for the labourer 
to bend his energies on the production of wealth (pp. 9-11). 
The labourer, having no stock of commodities, undertakes none 
the less to bring up his children and teach them some useful art, 
always rel5dng on his own labour. And vanous classes of persons 
undertake tasks, the produce of which is not completed for a long 
period, relpng likewise on the labour of other men to procure 
them in the mean time what they require for subsistence. Ail 
classes of men carry on their daily toils in the full confidence that 
while each is engaged in his particular occupation, some other 
will prepare whatever he requires, both for his immediate and 
future wants. Co-existmg labour is a fundamental fact of social 
hfe, and is made use of by the capitalist to magnify his own 
importance. So much as to circulating capital. 

Fixed capital consists of tools and instruments of labour, or 
means of production. But what produces these instruments, 
and in what degree do they aid production independent of the 
labourers, so that the owners of them are enabled to receive by 
far the greatest part of the whole produce of the country? 
Are they, or are they not produced by labour ? Are they not so 
much inert, decaying matter, of no utihty whatsoever, but as 
they are guided, directed, applied, and vitalized by skilful 
hands ? It is admitted by the advocates of capital that fixed 
capital IS the product of previous labour, and is entitled to profit 
on account of having been stored up or preserved or saved. But 
the manufacture of machinery, tools, and instruments is quite 
as uninterrupted and constant as that of food and clothing. 
They are not stored up, and are not intended to be so, but are 
brought into use, and the quicker they are brought into use the 
better for the capitahst, for only when used do they yield a 
profit They are made solely for the use of the labourers, and 
directly they come into the hands of the labourers, they return 
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or repay the sum they cost him, and over and above this the 
labourers must give him an additional sum corresponding to the 
prevaihng rate of profit It is plainly not the previous creation 
which entitles them to profit, for most of them diminish in value 
by being kept in storage Fixed capital does not derive its 
utility from previous, but present labour ; and does not bring its 
owner a profit because it has been stored up, but because it is a 
means of obtaining a command over labour (p. 15). The 
capitalist lends it to the labourers and they pay him a com- 
pound interest (p. 22). To make the evil effect of capital more 
apparent let us take the following simple example : — 

The real price of a coat, or a pair of shoes, or a loaf of bread- 
all that nature demands from man in order that he may have 
any of these necessary articles — ^is a certain quantity of labour. 
But, for the labourer to have either of these articles he must 
give over and above the quantity of labour which nature demands 
from him, a still larger quantity to the capitalist He must pay 
interest to the owner of the sheep, the buyer of the wool, the 
owner of the spinning mill, the owner of the weaving shed, the 
cloth-merchant, the master of the tailoring shop. How much 
more labour the working man must give to have a coat, or a loaf 
of bread, than the coat or the loaf cost, is impossible to say, but it 
is probably six times more {p. 22). Here is the source of evil, 
and not m taxation or Com Laws ; these exactions do not concern 
the labourer , they but diminish the profit of the capitalist, for 
if food and clothing are made dearer by reason of those exactions, 
the wages must rise, and profit and wages vary directly. But 
no matter how great or small the taxes are, the labourer will have 
to pay the same quantity of labour for his loaf or coat. 

Hodgskin, as we see, is of opinion that there is an iron law of 
wages, and all socialists or social critics who believe that law 
to be operative must needs reject all palliatives. If the 
labourer receives no more than a mere subsistence wage it 
does not matter to him how high or low prices, taxes, and 
house rents are, for if they rise wages must also rise to the 
subsistence level ; and if they fall wages must also fall corre- 
spondingly AH reform agitation appears thus as an attempt 
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to divert the working classes from their revolutionary aim 
of getting the whole produce of their labour, or abolishing 
the capitalists. 

Hodgskin continues to say that the power of the capitalist is so 
great that he mobihzes the greatest part of the nation to hurl 
anathemas against the Com Laws and imbue it with respect and 
awe for capital, the most injurious enemy of labour (pp. 22-3). 
The capitalist permits the labourers to have but the means of 
subsistence, because he cannot do without labour, contenting him- 
self very generously with taking every particle of produce not 
absolutely necessary to that purpose. It is the overwhelming 
nature of the demands of capital, sanctioned by the laws of 
society, which keep, which have ever kept, and which will ever 
keep, as long as they are allowed and acquiesced in, the labourer 
in poverty and misery (p. 24). 

And yet, capital, both circulating and fixed, has no independent 
existence. It is nothing but a cabalistic sign used by certain 
men to stultify the labounng masses in order the better to deprive 
them of their surplus produce. 

For a nation to acquire wealth and to make good use of it, 
three things seem to be requisite. First, knowledge and in- 
genuity for inventing machines Secondly, manual skill and 
dexterity for carrying these inventions into effect. Thirdly, 
skiU and labour to use them after they had been made. All 
these requisites of genius, talent, and labour have been attributed 
with an extraordinary perversion of thought to fixed and circu- 
lating capital, in order to justify the existing order of society, 
which is founded on property or possessions, and oppression of 
the labourers who form unhappily part of these possessions. 
It is therefore evident that the interests of the capitalist, or 
master-manufacturer who performs no labour, are decidedly 
opposed to those of the labourers (pp. 17-19, 27). 

How should this sort of distnbution be righted ? That the 
whole produce of labour ought to belong to the labourer is quite 
evident and tme, but how to apply this principle in practice, 
is difficult to say. Each article is the result of combined labour, 
and no individual labourer can put his hand on any commodity 
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and say that it was made by him only. It is hard to find a 
satisfactory principle or rule for dividing the produce of 
joint labour among the various individuals who concurred in its 
production, but the judgment of the individuals themselves ; 
that judgment, depending on the value men set on different 
species of labour, can never be known nor dictated. As well 
might we dictate to others what they shall like or hate. There is 
no other way of deciding but by leaving it to the unfettered judg- 
ment of the workmen themselves. If all kinds of labour were per- 
fectly free, if no prejudice invested some parts with great honour, 
and branded other parts with disgrace, there would be no diffi- 
culty on this point, and the rewards of labour would be justly 
settled by competition or what Adam Smith calls the higgling 
of the market '' (p. 24-5). Our labourers possess already m a 
high degree the skill to execute, and they are acquiring also the 
skill to contrive ; they are forming Mechanics' Institutions, 
studymg physical and moral science , they wiU soon engage m 
the investigation of the problem, why they only, of all classes of 
the nation, have always been poor ; they will examine into the 
foundations of society and see whether they were laid in justice 
and are worth preservation. And it is certain that the contest 
between labour and capital will go on and ought to go on, that 
there will be neither peace on earth nor good will among men, 
until the triumph of labour is complete, until productive labour 
is rewarded with wealth and idleness with poverty, until he who 
sows shall reap, in short, until labour shall possess and enjoy the 
whole of its produce (pp. 29-33). 

This is the substance of Hodgskm's pamphlet, which may be 
said to have been the Manifesto of British Labour in the memor- 
able year 1825, the commencement of the organized and system- 
atic struggle of the British working class, either in the form of 
large trades unions, or Chartism, or labour politics, co-operation 
and Sociahsm. 

Hodgskin himself was no socialist. He preferred competition 
in the midst of institutions and opinions as free as man can form 
them. For this attitude he was taken to task by William Thomp- 
son, who regarded the diflficulties which the author of Labour 
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Defended pointed out with regard to just distribution as a 
confession of failure. He, therefore, wrote Labour Rewarded, 
or the Claims of Capital and Labour reconciled through Co- 
operation, As a true Owenite he saw in competition one of 
the main sources of evil, and therefore, could not but scomfuHy 
reject the '' higgling of the market '' as a solution. He calls 
Hodgskin my friend and fellow-labourer,*' with whose defence 
of the right of labour to the whole produce he fully concurs, say- 
ing that all the industrious '' are indebted to him for the step 
he Jias made,” but he teUs him that, in adhering to individual 
competition, he is in bad company, since all the advocates of it 
are on the side of capital and against the claims of labour 
{Labour Rewarded, pp, i, 5, 97),^ 

(c) Eis Philosophy of History, 

The economic teachings contained in Labour Defended are 
further elaborated, and somewhat softened, in the Popular 
Political Economy, but the latter book includes also some specula- 
tions on the natural laws of human society or science of history, 
which are dealt with more comprehensively in Natural and 
Artificial Right of Property contrasted. 

Society, according to these theories, is a natural phenomenon 
endowed by the Creator with laws which regulate it. The 
business of the political economist, or, as we should say to-day, 
the business of the sociologist, is to inquire into and ascertain 
these laws, and to warn against their being infringed. Were 
they acted upon by men, were their operation not impeded by 
human laws, the moral and matenal improvement of social condi- 
tions would have been much greater. For, the natural laws 
are beneficial, human laws a mere interference and injurious 
meddling. 

The foundation of all national greatness is the increase of the 
people ; it renders division of labour possible, and promotes 
observation and knowledge, thus augmenting the productive 
forces in a compound ratio of the increase of labourers multiplied 

1 C/. Karl Marx, Theorien nher Mehrweri, 1910, III., pp, 313-8^. 
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by the effects of division of labour and increase of knowledge. 
The increase of the people in this country within the last century, 
by creating a demand for agricultural produce, has led not merely 
to an extension of cultivation, to enclosures and breaking up of 
heaths, but also to improved agricultural processes The growing 
wants of society act as a stimulus on the mind of the inventor — 
necessity is the mother of invention. The endeavour to trace 
the discoveries and inventions to natural laws does by no means 
detract from the merits of genius, it merely attempts to place him 
as a link in the endless chain of causation. For every individual 
has his character, se itiments, passions, thoughts, yea, even his 
intellect itself, fashioned by the time in which he hves and by the 
society of which he is a member. Every man is deeply indebted 
for whatever he possesses of knowledge, skill, inventive power 
to his present and past generations. Inventors and discoverers 
gather and accumulate within themselves the nascent truths, the 
products of numberless previous researches and improvements, 
and connect them by a comparatively small additional dis- 
covery or invention. Such minds anse naturally and necessarily 
from the general progress of knowledge and increase of human 
wants [Pol, Econ., pp 87-9). 

Hodgskin, then, appears to regard increase of population, 
wants, knowledge, and inventions as the dynamic factors of 
human society. 

The political organisation of society depends very largely 
on the mode in which property is distributed. Wherever the 
right of property is placed on a proper foundation, slavery, 
oppression, and legalised robbery cannot exist ; wherever this 
foundation is rotten, freedom cannot exist nor justice be 
administered. Economics precedes politics. Property makes laws, 
and not laws property. And this is the difference between Locke 
and Bentham. According to the former property was anterior 
to government ; it is a natural law that useful labour shall be 
rewarded with wealth. According to the Utilitarian, government 
or human laws make property. With Locke, the legislator's task 
is to prevent natural rights being transgressed, while the Utili- 
tarians deny the existence of natural laws and look to government 
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to determine the weKare of mankind {Nat. and Art. Right, pp 
35, 42, 152). 

In accepting Locke's theory of property, Hodgskin separates 
himself expressly from the Owenites and declares that he regards 
individual property as natural and essential to the welfare and 
existence of society [Ih., pp. 35, 41). 

Neither socialism, nor capitalism, but the natural right of the 
labourer to his whole produce, is the remedy. This natural right 
has been violated by human legislation. Legislation has origin- 
ally been founded in conquest, and it has ever continued in utter 
ignorance of its results. It is hostile to the course of nature. 
Who are the law-makers ? Men who do not labour ; the law is 
actually made by those who derive from nature no title what- 
ever to any wealth (Ih., pp. 63-7), Laws are always made by 
others than labourers, and are intended to preserve the power of 
those who make them, or to enable them to appropriate wealth to 
themselves. The law-makers are the landed aristocracy, the 
bishops, and the capitalists, or rent, tithes, and profits. To this 
violation of the natural right of property, to this creation of the 
artificial right of property we owe most of our social miseries, 
and as long as plunder and oppression last, there will be misery, 
fraud, mistrust, crime, and murder. 

Who will make an end to the artificial nght and restore the 
natural nght of property ^ 

Hodgskm's reply is rather halting and contradictory. In 
Labour Defended he attnbuted that mission to the working-classes. 
In his Natural and Arttficml Right he thinks it wiU be the middle- 
classes who will accomphsh it. At any rate, it will not be 
done by law-makers. All real progress to freedom has been 
caused by the development of history and forced on the law- 
makers. Hodgskin may have meant that progress was effected 
by a sort of re-assertion of the outraged divine-natural laws. 
In attempting to explain his meaning he gives a short and 
very fragmentary outline of the stages of historical development. 
He begins by putting the question, Who brought the capitalists 
to power ? " The law-makers ? No, for they upheld the landed 
interests against the monied interests. It came about by 
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itself/' The changes form an interesting part of the history of 
civilisation. When feudalism weakened, the serf gradually 
outgrew his bondage, ceased to be the property of the warnor 
noble, and acquired a right of property in what he created. The 
capitalist then emerged into notice and, obtaining from the land- 
lord mterest and profit on his property, shared his power Now 
we find that a large middle class, completely emancipated from 
bondage and destitution, has grown up in every part of Europe, 
uniting in their own persons the character both of labourers and 
capitalists. They are fast increasing in numbers, and we may 
hope that, as the beautiful inventions gradually supersede un- 
skilled labour, they will gradually reduce the whole society to 
equal and free men, and extinguish all that stiU remains of 
slavery and oppression. Changes are going on which are over- 
throwing injustice. All these changes are sometimes attributed 
to the discovery of America, the rounding of the Cape of Good 
Hope, the sagacity or rulers and philosophers, or to any thing else 
rather than to the divine government of the moral world. 
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SOCIAL CONSERVATIVE CRITICS 


I. — COLERIDGEAN INFLUENCES 

Seven years after Edmund Burke, in his Reflections on th& 
Revolution in France^ had defended the organic view against the 
mechanical conception of society, and two years after Erasmus 
Darwin, in his Zoonomia, had laid the foundation of the evolu* 
tionary view of nature, the German philosopher, F. W, J. Schel- 
ling, in his Ideen zu etner Philosophie der Natur {1797), began to 
spread in his country the concept of organism, the inner growth 
and connection of living matter as opposed to the mechanical 
atomism, and gradual evolution in opposition to sudden creation. 
The same thoughts, which, in England, had a historical and a 
scientific setting, assumed m Germany a mystical appearance and 
an idealistic meaning. It was no longer nations that developed 
organically their institutions, nor nature that evolved from stage 
to stage to higher forms, but the Absolute who in ceaseless 
productivity brought forth natural formations and historical 
periods Nature was the Odyssey of the Absolute, and History 
His epic poem. Rehgion, tradition, intuition, and mysticism 
gradually gained predominance over sober science, critical reason, 
and logical prose. 

The rapid transition from the liberal philosophy of Kanx and 
the national socialism of Fichte to the romanticism of Schelling 
was the effect of reaction against and dire disappointment with 
ihe course of the French Revolution. The intellects of Germany, 
who had hailed the storming of the Bastille and the victory at 
Valmy as the dawn of human freedom, who had expected external 
actions and spectacular dramas to bring salvation to humanity, 
now immersed their minds in the inner depths of things and 
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looked inwardly to the eternal forces which, inscrutable to the 
reason of man, mould and govern this infinite Universe. 

Coleridge, who had gone through similar mental experiences, 
visited Germany at the time when that transition took place. He 
at once felt its vibrations and remained all his life in harmony with 
them. And, like Schelling, who never succeeded in formulating 
a systematic philosophy of history, Coleridge never did go 
beyond enunciating religio-philosophical aphorisms, which since 
about 1820 began to attract the inquiring minds of the British 
youth ; since about 1820 — the same date when Owen's co- 
operative schemes and the anti-capitalist economics began to 
find adherents. Thomas Carlyle has left us a short sketch of 
this period of Coleridge's life He relates : Coleridge sat on 
the brow of Highgate Hill, in those years, looking down on 
London and its smoke-tumult . . . attracting towards 
him the thoughts of innumerable brave souls still engaged there 
His express contributions to poetry, philosophy, or any specific 
province of human literature or enlightenment had been small 
and sadly intermittent ; but he had, especially among young 
inqmring men, a higher than literary, a kind of prophetic or 
magician's character. . . . The practical intellects of the 
world did not much heed him, or carelessly reckoned him a 
metaphysical dreamer ; but to the rising spirits of the young 
generation he had this dusky sublime character ; and sat there 
as a kind of Magus, girt in mystery and enigma, ... his 
Dodona oak-grove whispering strange things, uncertain whether 
oracles or jargon." ^ 

But while Carlyle goes on entertaining his readers with Coler- 
idge's " sum-m-jects " and " om-m-jects," a far superior thinker, 
John Stuart Mill, tells us the real reason of Coleridge's attrac- 
tion The awakening of the spirit of philosophy and of inquiry 
into the laws of human existence and the growth of society, was 
the work of the Germano-Coleridgean school. " This doctrine 
expresses the revolt of the human mind against the philosophy 
of the eighteenth century. . . . They were the first who 
inquired, with any comprehensiveness and depth, into the 
» Thomas Carlyle, Life of John Sterling, I., chap. 8. 
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inductive laws of the existence and growth of human society. 
. . , They thus produced not a piece of party advocacy, but a 
philosophy of society, in the only form which is yet possible, that 
of a philosophy of history. The bnlliant light which had been 
thrown upon history during the last half century, has proceeded 
almost wholly from this school. The disrespect in which history 
was held by the Encyclopaedists is notorious , one of the soberest 
of them, D'Alembert, we beheve, was the author of the wish that 
all records whatsoever of past events could be blotted out,"^ 

This Germano-Coleridgean school brought the political and 
philosophic thought of England in touch with socialistic schools 
and the aspirations of the masses, either by leading men’s minds 
back to the pre-individualistic times when society was organised 
in corporate bodies with special responsibilities towards their 
members, or by turning the attention of the possessing and ruling 
classes to the social ethics of Christianity, or by showing history 
to be a long and continuous process of the development of social 
institutions, in which the concept of property and the relation of 
the classes changed, and have been changmg from period to period 
It taught men that such laws as those of supply and demand, 
wages, capital, and other economic categories were by no means 
eternal and immutable, nor was their absolute rule desirable. 
Finally, it induced some of the noblest spirits of the nation to 
look at Chartism as not a mere rebellion of drunken helots to be 
ruthlessly suppressed by bullets and gallows 

Colendge inspired Frederick Denison Maunce, later the 
guide and philosopher of Christian Sociahsm, particularly of 
Charles Kingsley, And Cardinal Newman, in his controversy 
with Kingsley, relates that the ** Oxford Movement,” too, 
owed much to Coleridge, who, after all, instilled a higher 
philosophy into inquiring minds than they had hitherto been 
accustomed to accept. In this way he made tnal of his age, 
and succeeded m interesting its genius in the cause of Catholic 
truth.” 2 Hurrell Froude, one of the founders of that Move- 

* J. S Mill, Dissertattons, 1 , article Colendge ; Autobiography, 
1873, PP 160-2. 

• J H Newman, Apologia, 1864, p 185-6. 
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ment, tindoubtedly read Coleridge; his poem Farewell to 
Toryism"' is distinctly Coleridgean.^ And there was much 
social reform and even democratic sentiment among its 
leaders ^ 

These were the influences of Coleridge But he has left no 
book which would give an adequate summary of those teachings. 
The nearest approach to such a book is his Constitution of Church 
and State (1830), which, besides a trenchant criticism of utilitarian 
liberalism, contains some of his views of an ideal commonwealth. 
He desired to see an English realm, where the integral parts, 
classes, or orders are so balanced, or mter-dependent, as to con- 
stitute, more or less, a moral unit, an organic whole." The landed 
interests, or the principle of permanence and law, should work 
harmoniously with the monied interests, or the principle of pro- 
gression and freedom The possessions of both orders, taken 
collectively, should form the Property (pp 117-18), which must be 
connected with especial duties and should be regarded as a trust 
rather than as arbitrary and unconditional ownership (p. 45). 
The Church should comprise the whole scholarship and the 
educators of the nation, which means, that the arts and sciences 
should be headed by theology In short, his ideal commonwealth 
was a nation ruled by the spirit and letter of Christianity Only 
in such a State will the conquests made by reason redound to the 
moral benefit of the nation. To-day reason governs in opposition 
to Christianity. And what are the results ? " My eye at this 
moment rests on a volume newly read by me, containing a well- 
written history of the inventions, discoveries, public improve- 
ments, docks, railways, canals. ... We live, I exclaimed, 
under the dynasty of ^Understanding * and this is the golden age. 
It IS the faculty of means to medial ends. With these the age, 
this favoured land, teems; they spring up, the armed host, 
from the serpent's teeth sown by Cadmus . . . Sea and 
land, rock, mountains, lake and moor, yea, nature and all her 
elements, sink before them, or yield themselves captive ! But 
the ultimate ends ^ , 

^ R Hurrell Fronde, Remains, I , p. 429. 
p. 312. 
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O voice, once heard 
Delightfully, increase and multiply ! 

Now death to hear I For what can we increase 
Or multiply, but woe, crime, penury. 

, . . We have game laws, com laws, cotton factories, Spital- 
fields, the tillers of the land paid by poor rates, and the remainder 
of the population mechanised into engines for the manufactory of 
new nch men , yea, the machinery of the wealth of the nation 
made up of the wretchedness, disease, and depravity of those who 
should constitute the strength of the nation " (pp. 6^-y), The 
history of a century of wealth-making is a history of vulgarisa- 
tion of thought and politics : The mechanico-corpuscular 

theory raised to the title of the mechanic philosophy. ... A 
state of nature, or the Ourang Outang theology of the origin of 
the human race, substituted for the first ten chapters of the Book 
of Genesis. . . . Our state-policy a Cyclops with one eye, 

and that in the back of the head ; our measures become either 
a series of anachronisms, or a truckling to events. . , . Mean- 
time, the true historical feeling, the immortal life of the nation, 
generation hnked to generation by faith, freedom, heraldry, and 
ancestral fame, languishing and giving place to the superstitions 
of wealth and newspaper reputation. Talents without genius ; 
a swarm of clever, well-informed men : an anarchy of minds, a 
despotism of maxims Hence despotism of finance in government 
and legislation. . . . and hardness of heart in political 

economy " And he saw government by clubs of journeymen , 
by saint and sinner societies, committees, institutions ; by re- 
views, magazines, and above all by newspapers " (pp 67-jo). 
The cure for this vulgarisation and anarchy is religion, moral 
discipline — Christian ethics and faith. 

2. — SOUTHEY’S PROSPECTS OF SOCIETY 

While Coleridge was thundering against the mechanisation of 
the country and creating an anti-liberal phraseology which made 
the fortune of many an anti-capitalist writer after him, Southey 
was communing with the spirit of Sir Thomas More on the evils 
of the time. The trend of conservative and religious minds to- 
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wards mediaevalism became pronounced, as it always will in 
Christian countries in times of spiritual and social anarchy, or 
after a surfeit at the feasts of reason and materialist conceptions 
of nature and life. The great European minds have, since the 
Renascence, been oscillating between Olympus and Golgotha, 
moving to and fro in search either of happiness or redemption. 
According to Cardinal Newman also Southey contributed much 
to the stock of ideas and sentiments that led to the Oxford 
Movement. 

Both Sir Thomas More and Robert Southey speculated in 
the joy and freedom of their younger years upon the possible 
improvement of society ; and both in like manner lived to dread 
the effects of that restless spirit which insults Heaven and disturbs 
the earth In the eyes of Southey, the nineteenth century ex- 
hibited characteristics similar to those of the age of the Reforma- 
tion, and he thought to hear the voice of the author of Utopia^ 
saying, By comparing the great operating causes in the age of 
the Reformation, and in this age of revolutions, going back to the 
former age, looking at things as I then beheld them, perceiving 
wherein I judged rightly and wherein I erred, and tracing the 
progress of those causes which are now developing their whole 
tremendous power, you will derive instruction ** {Sir Thomas 
More, Of Colloquies, L, p. 19). 

To him, as the representative of Catholicism who could not 
believe in the salvation of any Protestant nation, is assigned 
the part of the social critic, while Southey himself represents the 
optimistic social reformer who believes in the moral and material 
progress of man. Sir Thomas warns him against short cuts to 
the Millennium, for this has always been the ruling fancy of the 
most dangerous of all madmen '' (p 34). And there is hardly 
anything in the present age to warrant such a belief. The 
prevailing opinions of this age go to the destruction of every- 
thing that has hitherto been held sacred. They tend to arm the 
poor against the rich ; the many against the few , worse than 
this, for it will also be a war of hope and enterprise against 
timidity, of youth against age. . , . You surely do not expect 
that the Millennium is to be brought about by the triumph of 
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what are called liberal opinions ; nor by enabhng the whole of 
the lower classes to read the incentives to vice, impiety and 
rebellion, which are prepared for them by an nnhcensed press ” 
(p. 35). But, even granted that there is now more knowledge 
and more wealth in England than there was in former times, 
surely there is also less wisdom and less happiness. Finally, 
Southey accepts the assumption that the condition of the labour- 
mg classes was, perhaps, better in the age of More “ than it 
ever has been either before or after. The feudal system had 
well-nigh lost all its inhuman parts, and the worse inhumanity 
of the commercial system had not yet shown itself."' To which 
More rejoins that it was, indeed, a most important age in 
English history, and till the Reformation so fearfully disturbed it, 
in many respects a happy and an enviable one. But the process 
was then beginning, which is not yet completed."' 

This remark gives Southey the occasion to present the Catholic 
view of the social development of Enghsh history from the 
Reformation to the first quarter of the nineteenth century, 
in which the Factory system took its rise. On this point 
both More and Southey are at one in condemning it, but 
they differ as to its origin. Southey is of opinion that 
“ it has been the growth of circumstances, not a system 
fore-planned, foreseen and dehberately chosen. Such as it 
is we have inhented it, or rather have fallen into it, and must 
get out of it as well as we can. We must do our best to remove 
its evils, and to mitigate them while they last, and to modify and 
reduce it till only so much remains as is indispensable for the 
general good " More, however, rephes : “ The fact will not 
warrant you in sa5nng that it has come upon the country unsought 
and unforeseen You have prided yourselves upon this system, 
you have used every means for extending it ; you have made 
it the measure of your national prosperity. It is a wen, a fun- 
gous excrescence from the body pohtic ; the growth might have 
been checked if the consequences had been apprehended in 
time ; but now it has acquired so great a bulk . . . that to 
remove it by absorption is impossible, and excision would be 
fatal ” (pp. 171-2). Fraud and gamble have taken the place of 



SOCIAL CONSERVATIVE CRITICS 


278 

work and wealth. Paper notes, stock, and the funding sj^tem, 
or the so-called securities, have rendered the whole system in- 
secure. It is but certain that the poverty of one part of the 
people seems to increase in the same ratio as the riches of another 
part. This is the effect of competition. Every man oppresses 
his neighbour ; the landlord racks his tenant ; the farmer gnnds 
the labourer ; great capitahsts ruin the small traders, — ^like 
pikes in a pond which devour the weaker fish. There is no 
stability anywhere. A nation on the move — from village to 
town, from town to oversea countries. The great majonty of 
these poor people are willing to work, to go anywhere where they 
may he able to provide for themselves. Whatever means may 
be devised for their benefit, they are ready to co-operate, and 
perform their part. They can dig and sow, weave and spin, forge 
and mould iron and steel, make bricks and build houses. But 
how they should be set to work, how the beginning should be 
made, is what we must not expect to learn from any professor of 
political economy. And Sir Thomas More adds : The wisdom 
of the heart is wanting there. Statesmen . . . have not 
yet had faith enough in goodness to believe in the moral miracles 
which benevolence and zeal are able to perform ! If at any time 
they have entertained a serious wish for bettenng the condition 
of their fellow-creatures, the difficulties which they see before 
them have appeared like mountains in the way ; and yet, had 
they faith but as a gram of mustard seed, these mountains might 
be removed. There is abundant room in this country and its 
colonies for any possible increase of population till the end of 
time ! Only let the poor be placed where they may ‘ labour for 
that which satisfieth,' and ' the earth will give seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater — ^they shall build houses and inhabit 
them ; and the solitary place shall be glad, and the desert shall 
rejoice ’ (II., pp. 263-5) 

Meanwhile the evil is growing and the revolution is spreading. 
Society has its critical periods, its climactencs. The present age 
IS a critical one. A new principle, a novum organum has been 
introduced, the most powerful that has ever yet been wielded by 
man. If it was first Mitrum that governed the world, and then 
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Nitrum, both have had their say — ^gunpowder as well as the 
triple crown Steam will govern the world next, and shake it 
too before its empire is established " (I., p. 199). 

And the shake came in the form of Chartism, the fibrst social- 
democratic and revolutionary movement of the British working 
classes as the pioneers of European and American Labour. 
Southey heard their tramp and the voices of their commanders 
Austin, then a famous jurist, lectunng in 1829 on the condition 
of England, complained that the working classes were not favour- 
able to the system of private property. And two years later the 
London artisans were taught that Property is the cause of all 
evils. Create it not ; make it but sufficient for yourselves — 
and that not to povssess it, but to enjoy it. . . . No personal 
liberty or happiness for the people can exist until at least there is 
no individual property in the soil."^ 

a Poor Man's Guardian, June 4, August 20, 1831. C/. Graham 

Wallas, Life of Francis Place, p. 274, for similar views expressed 
by London artisans in 1831* 



X 

THE BIRTH OF CHARTISM 

I. — ESSENCE, AIM, AND NAME 

The two currents of social economic thought generated and 
developed by the school of Owen and the anti-capitalist criticism 
reached, in the years from 1825 onwards, the thinking portion of 
the Bntish working class and created Chartism, which constituted 
a series of social revolutionary attempts to re-organise the 
United Kingdom on a socialist and labour basis. This move- 
ment assumed gradually national proportions, and was in full 
activity in the second quarter of the nineteenth century, but 
it was only in the year 1838 that it received the name Char- 
tism,'" which merely signifies democratic parliamentary reform. 
The name, like that of many of the great movements and parties 
of the United Kingdom, does not cover, either chronologically 
or intrinsically, the history and essence of this movement. The 
years 1825 to 1830 were the period of its incubation , from 1831 
to the end of 1834 developed its theories and exhibited great 
intellectual vigour , from 1837 to 1842 it received, as far as the 
Corresponding Act permitted, its practical and organised form ; 
and from 1849 onwards its vitality was rapidly ebbing away and 
it died in 1855, leaving only here and there scattered stragglers 
who obstinately refused to believe that Chartism was extinct. 
Its theories, traditions, and legacies were either taken up by 
continental socialists, like Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, 
who, ten years later, formed the International Working Men's 
Association, or by the co-operators and trade unionists of Great 
Bntain, who transformed them according to their education and 
experience. 

Chartism, in its essence and aim, resembled the international 
socialist and labour movement of the present day. But, having 
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had no precedent to be guided by, and, indeed, forming a kind of 
socialist seminary and an experimental laboratory of working- 
class revolution, it was deficient in coherence of thought and 
systematic policy. It presents itself as an elemental class-war, 
rising and falling in curves between enthusiastic upheavals and 
apathetic inertia, between riotously profuse creations of ingenious 
ideas and pitiful relapses into barren and obsolete theories ; 
only its immediate aim — ^the conquest of political power — ■ 
appears to have been grasped with unmistakable distinctness 
and energy, but owing to lack of a national organisation and 
popular education it was impossible for it to become a permanent 
and victorious movement. To the eye of the historian it takes 
the form of a pioneer movement of socialists and masses of work- 
men — a valiant and desperate contest for the material, moral, 
and intellectual upUfting of Labour. From its experimental and, 
on the whole, practical character it follows also that there could 
be no uniformity of opinion as to the ultimate shape of the 
social revolution and social reconstruction. During its theoretical 
period (1831-34) illuminating ideas flashed out with meteoric 
suddenness and disappeared just as abruptly, leaving scarce a 
trace behind ; and even to the present day doubts, erroneous 
assumptions, and misunderstandings are still prevalent with regard 
to the originators and the import of their ideas. And during the 
practical period (1837-49) theoretical discussions were not 
favoured, lest they should be a hindrance in the struggle for the 
immediate aim — ^to seize the reins of government as quickly as 
possible . “ Peaceably if we may — ^forcibly if we must/' 

As already indicated, the ultimate socialist aim was not estab- 
lished with unanimity. A judgment on this point can only be 
formed by a study of Chartist newspapers and pamphlets, and 
of their intellectual sources and ramifications. There were 
three lines of policy in the question of the ultimate aim ; one 
was communistic and parliamentary, at any rate up to the 
year 1845, until the disastrous break-up of Queenwood, the last 
Owenite colony ; it strove for political power in order to trans- 
form Great Britain into a certain number of communist colonies ; 
and with its adherents the question of the common ownership 
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of the land took precedence of every other consideration. 
This line of policy dominated among the working classes of the 
North of England. The second was, indeed, Owenite in its 
critical attitude to social problems, but it aspired after political 
power in order to utilise it for paving the way for social 
reform, for trades unionism and the political organisation, educa- 
tion and enlightenment of the working classes, so as to fit them 
for reforming the country in a socialistic sense. These were the 
ideas which centred in the intellectual working men of London 
and Scotland, who probably did not form more than ten per cent, 
of the British working classes. The third line of policy was 
m the direction of trades unions, and adhered to the theory of 
natural rights, viz. that the worlonan should receive the full 
produce of his labour, and in actual practice made the demand : 
'' A fair wage for a fair day’s work ” A sharp separation of these 
Imes of policy was never attained. Excepting for the years 
1833 and 1834, which economic action in the syndicalist sense 
was most strongly marked, the organised workers and the 
Chartists were of opinion that the fundamental condition for 
emancipation from wage slavery lay in the conquest of political 
power, and that therefore all their energies ought to be con- 
centrated on this purpose. The parliamentary and democratic 
idea dominated the movement so completely as to give it its 
name. The movement received the name Chartism from its 
democratic programme the People’s Charter, which was origi- 
nated in the year 1837 1S38 by the London Working Men’s 

Association, and was drawn up by the joiner, William Lovett, 
The People’s Charter was nothing more than a plain and clearly 
written Bill, containing the following six points in the form 
of sections and paragraphs . (i) Universal Suffrage, (2) Equal 
Electoral Distncts, (3) Abolition of Property Qualifications for 
parliamentary candidates, (4) Annual Parliaments, (3) Ballot, 
(6) Payment of Members of Parliament. 

2, STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT ^ 

Chartism, as a collective term for the revolutionary struggle 
of the Briti^ working class, passed through several stages, as 
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already stated m the preceding section. The years 1825 to 
1830 formed its period of incubation. They were years in which 
Great Bntain cast off its agricultural character, and passed over 
to mdustnahsm on a large scale. To the revolution in pro- 
duction was added that in commerce and transport. Through 
the repeal of the Bubble Act (1719) in the year 1825, capital 
could henceforth form jomt-stock companies and inaugurate 
the era of extensive and collective enterprise which revoluticm- 
ised commence and transports. The middle classes became 
intoxicated with the prospect of infinite possibilities , and it 
flashed upon the working men that, as a class, they played a more 
indispensable part even than capital in the process of produc- 
tion. At the same time the operatives gained the depressing 
conviction that there was no possibility of then: ever becoming 
capitalists themselves , they saw the vast scale of industrial 
production, with which no independent craftsman could com- 
pete. The middle classes hastened towards their political vic- 
tory, the working classes began their class war This great 
transition period was depicted by a Conservative writer in 1826 
in a naive yet broad and fascinating manner : 

“ The age which now discloses itself to our view promises to 
be the age of industry, to which no monarch shall affix his name 
— ^it shall be called the age of comfort to the poor, — ^if the phrase 
had not been so ill applied of late, we should say — ^the age of the 
People. By industry alliances shall be dictated and national 
friendships shall be formed. . . . The prospects which are 
now opening to England almost exceed the boundaries of thought , 
and can be measured by no standard found in history. , . . 
The manufacturing industry of England may be fairly com- 
puted as four times greater than that of all the other continents 
taken collectively, and sixteen such continents as Europe could 
not manufacture so much cotton as England does . . 

At the same time the working classes appeared upon the stage of 
history, self-conscious economically, but with hesitation from a 
political point of view. The following declarations are charac- 

^Quarterly Review, June to August, 1826, pp. 92-99. C/. also 

Ure, Philosophy of Manufacture, Introduction. 
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teristic of this appearance. A meeting of the unemployed in 
Leeds, passed the following resolution on November 23, 1829^ : — 
We, the Operatives, by no means wish to assume a situation 
that does not belong to us, yet we are well aware that labour is 
the only source of wealth, and that we axe the support of the 
middle and Ingher classes of society 

The first political weekly newspaper of the working classes of 
Lancashire announced m its programme : 

Labour is the source of wealth ; the working men are the 
support of the middle and upper classes ; they are the nerves 
and soul of the process of production, and therefore of the 

nation/'* 

The same paper, however, declared at the same time for 
joint political action with the Liberals. 

On the other hand they were taught that '' the natural tendency 
of wealth ” was '' for the rich to become richer, and for the poor 
to become poorer. Trade carried out on a laige scale has driven 
out trade on a small scale. The result is that a large proportion 
of the community has to depend on their labour only, whilst 
machinery is superseding labour. . . . The effect of wealth 
is. to divide society into classes, between whom the distance is 
so great that they have lost touch with each other, and are in 
danger of becoming enemies to each other.” ® 

The first result of this knowledge was that from a trade unionist 
point of view the worlonen strove for comprehensive class- 
organisations, but politically for an alliance with the middle 
classes. In the years 1830 to 1832, when the struggle for the 
Reform Bill was raging, the workers for the greater part marched 
as alhes of the middle classes. 

The alliance between the working and the middle classes was 
the first stage of Chartism. But already during this period of 
alhance there was a small minority of workers who defended the 
standpoint of class-war with extreme acrimony, and were opposed 

^ Leeds Patriot, November 29, 1829. 

* Voice of the People, Manchester, January i, 1831, 

* Sheffield Courier, quoted by the Midland Representative, Septem- 
ber 17, 1831. The latter paper was edited by Bronterre O'Brien. 
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to every alliance with the middle classes. Regardless of con- 
sequences, they transferred the economic antagonism of the middle 
and working classes into the pohtical arena and pointed with 
inexorable logic to the fact that labour and capital must always 
remain irreconcilable opponents. This minority existed in 
London ; its organisation was the '' National Union of the Work- 
ing Classes,’* and its paper was the Poor Man's Guardian. This 
remarkable organ was one of the first unstamped newspapers ; 
it appeared first of all as Penny Papers for the People, from 
October i, 1830, to the end of December, 1830 ; then it received 
the sub-title. By the Poor Man's Guardian; from July 9, 1831, 
until it ceased on December 25, 1835, it appeared as the Poor 
Man's Guardian, It refused to pay the newspaper stamp. 

** Unstamped ** at that time meant the same thing as illegal. 
By reason of the “ Six Acts ** of the year 1819 every periodical 
which published news had to pay a stamp-tax of fourpence a 
copy, and since paper was also burdened with a high tax and 
the publisher had to give secunty, the publication of a news- 
paper involved heavy expenses. The stamped papers could not 
be sold at less than sevenpence a copy, — price which only few 
working men could pay. Henry Hetherington, the publisher 
of the Poor Man's Guardian, defied the law and published the 
paper at the pnce of one penny. Below the heading of every 
number was the announcement : “ Established contrary to 
Law to try the power of Might against Right.** The editor of 
the Poor Man's Guardian was after the middle of 1831 or the 
beginning of 1832, Bronterre O’Brien. Most of the social- 
revolutionary thinkers of those years contnbuted either anony- 
mously or under a pseudonym to the paper, and made it an arsenal 
of revolutionary ideas. Among the anon3mious contributors 
there was one who championed the idea of class-war with a 
determination which few followers of Marx could have surpassed. 
For a long time the .articles of the anonymous correspondent 
were ascribed to the editor, but it will be pointed out later on 
that they proceeded from the pen of a self-educated weaver, 
most probably a hand-loom weaver, who had been ruined by 
machinery. He hurled polemics against the alliance between 



286 


THE BIRTH OF CHARTISM 

the working and middle classes. The best of his articles were 
reprinted later on as standard documents. They initiated the 
schism between the workers and the middle class ; they made a 
profoimd impression upon the thinkers of the working class of 
Great Britain. 

At the same time the idea of a general strike came into being ; 
a London shoemaker, publisher and coffee-house proprietor, 
called William Benbow, gave expression to it in a pamphlet that 
appeared m January, 1832. Benbow likewise belonged to the 
minonty which rallied round the Poor Man*s Guardian and the 
National Union 

Finally, Owen in 1831 took up an attitude to parliamentary 
action which not only signified disdain, but even contempt and 
abhorrence. 

The combined effect of these influences became all the stronger 
from the fact that the Reform Bill, which had become law after a 
year of violent conflict, agitating the whole country, left the 
workers as unenfranchised as before. The working class which 
had to a great extent furnished the physical energy for the move- 
ment of reform came away with empty hands. 

Disappointed and embittered by the negative result of the 
agitation for reform ; their self-consciousness strengthened by 
the help they had given to the middle classes ; influenced by the 
class-war idea of the anonymous weaver, by the general strike 
advocated by Benbow and by Owen's anti-parhamentary atti- 
tude, the organised working class turned syndicalistic. The 
tempestuous course of the class-war idea and of direct economic 
action not only swept away all notions of the solidarity of the 
classes or of alliances between them, but, at least for two years, 
it destroyed all ideas of parliamentary action or of democratic 
parhamentary reform ^ The organised workers became revolu- 
tionary and anti-parhamentary, and hoped for everjd:hing from 
the direct economic action of the masses. ^This period embraced 
the year 1832 to 1834 , it formed the second stage in the history 
of the growth of Chartism ; its characteristic was Syndicalism. 
At this stage of development strenuous intellectual efforts were 
made to emerge from the socialism of natural rights, to make an 
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end to Utopian experiments and to form a conception of history 
based on class-war and evolution, in short, to accomplish what 
Karl Marx took in hand ten years later. In 1833 discussions 
took place in English working men’s clubs about the descent of 
man from the animal kingdom, or as it was called at that time : 
the Simian theory.^ And a year later the Ptoneer and Official 
Gazette (September 20, 1834) ,2 the organ of the revolutionary 
trades unions, pubhshed an essay which pointed out that class- 
war IS the necessary consequence of the natural evolution of 
Society from capitalism to socialism, and that it heralds in the 
growth of a new form of society. The intellectual history of 
this period has remained unknown to the present time. It is 
essentially the history of the separation of the workers from 
orthodox Owenism. Its documents lie scattered in the weeklies, 
the Cnsis, Pioneer, and Pioneer and Official Gazette. But at that 
time no thinker arose to strike the intellectual balance of those 
remarkable years. In the summer of 1834 British syndicahsm 
broke down, and at the same time its mental activity sank into 
complete oblivion. However, mental struggles are never wholly 
fruitless. Even if their results are only appreciated by posterity, 
yet they also furnish their contemporaries with suggestions and 
ideas which are turned to good use for future progress. This, 
indeed, was the case in Great Britain in the years subsequent to 
1834, when social reform, trades unionism, and parhamentary 
action became re-umted Only the orthodox Owenites remained 
as sectarian independents, and they were known at that time as 
socialists, and were few in number. The gist of the contests 
and discussions of the years 1825 to 1835 consisted of the follow- 
ing declarations * 

The workers form a class whose interests are opposed to those 
of all the other classes ; their ultimate emancipation can only be 
obtained by a revolution in the socialist sense; the means for 
this purpose is to seize pohtical power The embodiment of these 

1 Cnsis, September 28, 1833 

• Only one number of this weekly journal has been preserved. All 
that we know about it otherwise occurs only in extracts printed 
by the Poor Man's Guardian in August, 1834. 
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ideas constitutes Chartism from 1837 onwards,^ The struggles, 
disappointments, Owenite experiments and syndicalist efforts 
which preceded it were the cause of the last stage of Chartism 
assuming in the main the character of independent parliamentary 
action In addition to these principal causes the following 
secondary causes were contributory, viz the dissatisfaction with 
the Poor Law of 1834 in the North of England, and the demand 
for factory legislation for the protection of women and children. 

3, — ORGANISATION AND DOCTRINE 

From 1837 onwards Chartism became a movement of the 
masses, a revolutionary struggle implying many a sacrifice, for 
the purpose of seizing pohtical power. It suffered, however, 
up to the very last from the following weak points : the im- 
possibility of conferring upon the masses a firm and unified organi- 
sation, since the Corresponding Act {1817) did not permit of 
founding a national organisation with branch societies. The 
Chartists were only allowed to form local societies, but not to 
enter into union with each other. This led sometimes to the 
formation of secret leagues, which only caused the government 
spies to promote existing insurrectionary tendencies, and to 
bring the Chartists to trial for high treason, and resulted 
in heavy sacrifices As a rule the leaders and the speakers were 
the connecting links between the local organisations. On this 
account such a preponderating part in the movement fell to the 
share of the leaders that it would hardly be possible to write a 
history of Chartism without a thorough study of the life-histories 
of the leaders and of the trend of their thoughts The leaders 
and speakers were, however, only human, and afflicted with 
human weaknesses Disunion in their ranks implied the splitting 
and breaking up of the Chartist societies, the formation of cliques 
and hero-worship, which raised serious difficulties in the way of 
any well-organised progress of the Chartists on a large scale. 

The other source of weakness lay in a relapse into the historical 

1 These ideas were later secured for Socialism by Engels and Marx. 
Both expected great things from this movement, if not from its 
leaders. Cf, infra XIII 2 ; also the Northern Star, December 4, 1847. 
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conception of natural law. The following axe a few characteristic 
extracts and references on the subject, occurring in the authonfea- 
tive organs and documents of Chartism : 

“ We base our demands upon natural equity * All men are 
equal and can demand equal rights and hberties ^ 

“ A receipt for making eye-water for the benefit of English- 
men, Irishmen and Scotchmen . Take of the Law of Nature, 6 
drams ; of the Rights of Man, 4 drams ; of Reason, 3 drams ; 
of Agrarian Justice, 5 drams , of Commonsense, ^ gram. Mix 
them up in the Cup of Liberty *'2 

“ The abstract pohtical nghts of man are founded on natural 
and moral justice. All presumed rights not founded on the 
above are usurpations. . . . Every community has a nght 
to be governed by the concentrated wisdom and intelligence of 
its members.*' * 

Even a Tory and Social Reformer, like Richard Oastler, 
exclaimed : 

‘‘ Every man born in England has a natural right to live well in 
England. It is a law of nature and a law of God that the husband- 
man that laboureth must be the first partaker of the fruit." * 

The central organ of the Chartists treated the law of nature 
almost from the commencement as the foundation-stone of the 
movement. 5 All the great manifestoes of Chartism, e.g., the 
Declaration of Rights of 1831 and 1839, three petitions of 
the Chartists of 1839, 1842, and 1848, refer to the law of nature 
as the irrefutable proof of the justice of their democratic 
demands. The leading spirits of Chartism * O'Brien, O'Connor, 
Lovett, M’Douall, always had recourse to the law of nature as 
the source of their knowledge and action. And most of the 
Chartist speeches for the defence on the trials for high treason in 
1839 1840 bore the impress of the law of nature. 

1 Poor Man's Guardian {Penny Paper), May 26, 1831. 

* Ibid , January 12, 1833 The names of the specified ingredients 
are the titles of Thomas Paine's works 

* Carpenter's Monthly Pohtical Magazine, February, 1832, p. 229. 

* Poor Man's Guardian, August 15, 1835. 

* Northern Star, May 14, 1842. 

u 



THE BIRTH OF CHARTISM 


290 

The whole trend of Chartist thought was dominated by the 
idea that the weal and woe of society depends in the last resort 
upon the character of the laws of the State. The law can build 
up and destroy, can both heal and wound. With the exception 
of the germinating idea of evolution in history in the year 1834 
Chartism lacked the faintest trace of any insight into the growth 
and decay of nght and law, or the dependence of legislators 
upon social forces and changes. And this insight is of necessity 
absent in adherents of the law of nature According to this 
conception of history it was originally men who, after having 
made a social contract, promulgated laws, because they enjoyed 
sovereign power Simply by human decrees corporate society 
and private property were brought into being Subsequently a 
single individual or a small minority of men made the laws after 
having usurped the sovereign power. But what is the essential 
nature of sovereignty ^ What enables it to produce revolutions 
wholesale ^ What is it that enables it quite arbitrarily either to 
further the common weal or to degrade the masses ? To these 
questions the law of nature gives the answer. Force. Whoever 
possesses force exercises sovereign power and can make laws at 
will. Force, sovereignty, and legislation form, according to 
natural law, the Trinity of the State, all-powerful and absolute : 
it can change public property into private property, or private 
property into public property, or can mould society into any form 
it likes.^ Accordingly, the mam object of revolutionaries and 
reformers must be to obtain power. If they possess the forces of 
the State the mam problem is solved. They considered sovereign 
power to be creative. 

The law of nature holds also another answer to our ques- 
tion. Since the time of the Physiocrats and Adam Smith, the 
old Stoic opinion of the law of nature held the ground, viz. 
that definite laws are inherent in the universe, and that if these 
laws of nature were not hindered by human laws, they would 
ensure the happiness of all The originators of human laws were 
the despots and the oligarchs. If they could be swept away then 

* This idea is very clearly expressed m PascaPs Pensies, ed. 1850, 
Pt. 1 . Ch XII. § 7 
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the inherent laws of nature would resume their functions. 
Accordingly the work of the revolutionaries and reformers was 
purely negative Their real work lay m the removal of usurpers 
and their laws As soon as this takes place the social problem is 
solved. In any case — ^so the Chartists reasoned — ^the mam task of 
themovement lay m seizing the power of the State, so as to destroy 
the ohgarchy and then at least to approximate to the law of nature 

4. LINES OF POLICY 

The Chartist movement revealed two different lines of pohcy, 
the advocates of which were known as the Physical Force Party, 
and the Moral Force Party. They were opposed to each other, 
and between the two there existed elements which oscillated 
backwards and forwards. The policy of Physical Force was 
insurrectionary and militant, with prochvities to conspiracies, 
secret societies, and violent talk. The policy of Moral Force 
directed its aim towards slow and thorough organisation within 
the law, towards peaceful trades unions, pohtical and educational 
societies. The militant party were more revolutionary in their 
phraseology, more determined in their attitude, and much more 
hostile to the middle classes than the adherents of moral force 
The mass of the proletanat supported the mihtants, whilst the 
smaller number of intellectual workers associated themselves 
with moral tactics. The representative of the militant tactics 
was the Irish landowner, Feargus O’Connor, who indeed always 
condemned on moral grounds the abortive attempts at insurrec- 
tion, yet continually fostered them anew by his insurrectionary 
language. The representative of moral tactics was the London 
carpenter, William Lovett. The contest between the two lines 
of policy lasted for several years, and was decided in favour of 
militant tactics : Lovett had to give way to O’Connor. 

The insurrectionary policy seems to have originated from the 
historical conception of the law of nature. The following con- 
siderations may throw some hght upon the question of Jacobinism 
and Blanquism, 

The whole democratic and socialist movement, which is basea 
on considerations of the law of nature, considers the evil of the 
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existing order of things to be the result of bad laws based on 
usurpation. Certain cunning despots are supposed to have got 
hold of society m order to oppress and to exploit it for the 
benefit of a small minonty. This whole system of government is 
therefore a misuse and violation of the social contract and of 
natural equity. This conception appeared with classic clearness 
in the conspiracy that is connected with Babeuf’s name. The 
people are 3ustified and in duty bound by all great principles 
to do everything in their power to sweep away the unnatural, 
unjust, and pernicious state of things. The fight against this 
condition is a holy war for the restoration of the law of nature, 
the social contract, the ancient constitution, innate rights and 
liberties, — ^a holy war against usurpers, who destroyed and 
subverted the old conditions. What need is there of further 
arguments ? What is the use of philosophising, of educatmg and 
enHghtemng the masses when everything is all as clear as day- 
light ? The aim of society is the happiness of all and the pro- 
tection of all. This aim would have been realised if despotism 
and oligarchy had not destroyed the ancient rights and pledges. 
The existmg order is full of manifest evils ; each of the evils is 
an indictment against the usurpers and an argument against the 
minority who gained their power by robbery and destruction. 
Nature created men in a state of freedom, the rulers threw 
them into chains. 

Such conceptions are just as much calculated to incite violent 
insurrections of the mass of the people as the feelings of the 
robbed against the robber. The passions become much more 
easily roused to action if claims are made upon ancient rights 
which have once been possessed than if new rights are demanded. 
In the first case no further evidence or further arguments are 
required; force alone is necessary to overthrow the robbers 
the Physical Force argument. On the other hand, if rights 
are demanded which have not hitherto been enjoyed, or if indeed 
reliance is placed upon new rights in order to contest obsolescent 
and moribund rights, then the demand for these rights must be 
based on theory. In this case the feelings play a much smaller 
part than reason, research, and education » 
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O'Connor's victory was inevitable ; his tactics corresponded 
more exactly than Lovett's to the fundamental ideas of 
Chartism. 

The history of Chartism as outlined in the preceding four 
sections will be treated in detail in the following chapters. 



XI 


THE ALLIANCE BETWEEN THE WORKING CLASS 
AND THE MIDDLE CLASS 

I. — THE REFORM BILL AND THE POLITICAL UNIONS (183O tO 1832) 

From the last third of the eighteenth century until 1830 Great 
Britain was in the throes of a transformation, which altered the 
face of the country, brought new classes into being and created 
men with new interests Scattered hamlets became vast industrial 
districts ; trading villages became populous centres, feverish 
with activity. The increase in the population of the towns is 
illustrated by the following figures : 



1801 

1821 

1841 

London 

• 959.000 

1*379.000 

1,950,000 

Liverpool 

82,000 

138,000 

286,000 

Manchester 

77,000 

129,000 

243,000 

Birmingham 

71,000 

102,000 

183,000 

Leeds 

^ 53.000 

84,000 

152,000 

Sheffield . , 

46,000 

85,000 

125,000 

Nottingham 

29,000 

40,000 

52,000 

Bradford 

13,000 

26,000 

67,000 

Newcastle 

.. 33*000 

— 

70,000 


Yet in spite of this increase the parliamentary representation of 
the nation in 1830 remained the same in character as it was 
in 1760 The entire economic revolution appeared incapable of 
affecting the composition of parliament in the shghtest degree. 
Even in November, 1830, at the opening of William the Fourth's 
first parliament, the Duke of Wellington, the head of the Tory 
government, exphcitly declared that the existing franchise 
could not be altered. The time was, however, npe for a political 
change. In a debate on a subject of minor importance the 

294 
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ministry was defeated and had to resign. A Whig ministry took 
its place with Lord Grey and Lord John Russell for its chief 
members. 

A premonition of a coming pohtical cnsis swept over the 
country. No one exactly gauged the significance^f the commg 
events ; there was only a general feehng that English history had 
reached a crisis A Radical press came into being to give 
expression to these feelings , enthusiasm was rife, and when 
news reached London of the July revolution in Paris, the people 
burst into a frenzy of dehght that knew no bounds 

On February 18, 1830, the Marquis of Blandford intro- 
duced a Reform Bill in the House of Commons, to confer the 
franchise on householders. The BiU was thrown out. It was 
a whole year later that Lord John Russell introduced the great 
Reform Bill. It passed the second reading by a majority of one, 
and was thrown out in Committee. It was followed by a dis- 
solution of parhament, and the fresh elections gave the govern- 
ment a majority of over 130 votes. A second Reform Bill was 
introduced , it passed the House of Commons and was thrown 
out by the Lords on October 8, 1831, but the government an- 
swered them by re-introducing the BiU. The attitude of the 
Lords roused the whole country to a pitch of mdignation that 
increased from day to day, and led to rioting and the Bristol 
conflagration. 

In the meantime pohtical unions had been formed in most of 
the towns and by speeches and writings hastened on the agitation 
for reform. The first political union was founded by Thomas 
Attwood and his adherents m Birmmgham, and it comprised 
members from both the middle and the working classes. The 
paper-money reformers in Birmingham had endeavoured foi over 
a decade to press their views upon government, but without any 
result, and they now saw no other way out of the difficulty than to 
agitate for a reform of parliament itself and to call m the workers 
to their help. On January 25, 1830, a meeting took place in 
Birmingham of 20,000 people, to whom Attwood, the principal 
speaker, expounded his views. The working men attended the 
meeting in great numbers, since they were in agreement in demand- 
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ing that parliament should be reformed Their idea, however, 
was less to reform the currency than secure legislation for the 
protection of labour. Moreover, the fact that they possessed no 
franchise was unendurable, and they were seeking for the 
means of obt^nmg it. 

Attwood, m the course of his speech, outlined the scheme 
of a political alliance between the middle and the working 
classes. He had already observed the growing independence 
of the workers and the development of antagonism between 
capital and labour. He therefore utilised the general demand 
by the masses for reform to restore harmony between the two 
classes. The following was the programme he drew up for the 
political union * — 

I. To obtain by every just and legal means such a Reform 
in the Commons House of Parhament as may ensure a real and 
effectual representation of the lower and middle classes of the 
people in that House. 

"2. To enquire, consult, consider, and determine respecting 
the rights and liberties of the industrious classes, and respecting 
the legal means of securing those which remain and recovering 
those which are lost. 

** 3. To prepare petitions, addresses, remonstrances to the 
Crown and legislative bodies, respecting the preservation and 
restoration of public rights, and respecting the repeal of bad 
laws, and the enactment of good laws 

** 4. To prevent and redress, as far as possible, all local public 
wrongs and oppressions, and all local encroachments upon the 
rights, interests, and privileges of the community. 

'' 5 To obtain the repeal of the beer and malt taxes ; and in 
general to obtain an alteration in the system of taxation, so as 
to cause it to press less severely upon the industrious classes of 
the community and more equally upon the wealthy classes. 

“ 6. To obtain the reduction of each separate tax and expense 
of the government in the same degree as the legislative increase 
in the value of money has increased their respective values, and 
has reduced and is reducing the general prices of labour through- 
out the country. 
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7. To promote peace, union and concord among all classes 
of His Majesty's subjects and to guide and direct the public 
mind into uniform, peaceful and legitimate operations, instead 
of leaving it to waste its energies m loose, desultory, and uncon- 
nected exertions, or to cater to its own objects, unguided, 
unassisted, uncontrolled. 

“8. To collect and organise the peaceful expression of the 
Pubhc Opinion, so as to bring it to act upon the legislative 
functions in a just, legal, and effectual way 

“ 9. To influence by every legal means the election of Members 
of Parliament so as to promote the return of upnght and 
capable representatives of the people. 

“ 10. To adopt such measures as may be legal and necessary 
for the purpose of obtaining an effectual Parliamentary investiga- 
tion into the situation of the country, and into the cause of its 
embarrassments and difficulties, with the view of relieving the 
National Distress, of rendering justice to the injured as far 
as practicable, and of bnnging to trial any member of either 
House of Parhament who may be found to have acted from 
criminal or corrupt motives." 

Nearly the whole of the English press published long reports 
of this meeting, and all over the country political associations 
of the middle and working classes came into being, adopting 
the Birmingham programme. By electoral reform the workers 
understood universal suffrage, or at least a very wide extension 
of the franchise which would include a great part of the workers. 
The organised operatives of the North of England held the same 
opinion as their comrades in Birmingham, When the committee 
of the Birmingham political union supported the Marquis of 
Blandford's proposals to enfranchise house owners and tenants, 
the operatives of Birmingham protested against this unfriendly 
attitude of the middle class to the working class. A working 
man called Bibb, who spoke on behalf of his comrades against 
the action of the committee, declared : 

If the suffrage be confined to householders the 
poor would almost entirely be shut out from the exercise of the 
rights of the people to annual parliaments or univ^sal suffrage. 
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People say we should have no right to vote because we don't 
pay direct taxes. But who are the classes of the people who 
pay taxes ? The working men. The source of taxation is the 
produce of labour. What the master pays in taxes is taken off 
the produce of labour. Profit on capital, profits on trade come 
from labour. Even those small shopkeepers who pay rates 
recoup themselves on the consumers for taxation. Finally it 
IS the workmen who pays. In this manner taxes are dragged 
out of the vitals of the workmen (Loud cheers) ... I 
ask therefore what can the poor expect from the middle classes 
should they obtam the desired nghts, if when there ought to be 
a similanty and union of feeling from common wrongs, they 
shrink from their support ^ " 

Durmg the discussion Attwood and other speakers defended 
the action of the committee, whereupon Bibb withdrew his 
protest and at the same time declared , — 

I took this step reluctantly, for I am convinced the 
declaration you are going to sanction would ultimately 
destroy the chief, the most important means by which the 
lower classes might expect to obtain equal rights with their 
superiors." ^ 

Among the Birmingham workers we find the same consciousness 
of their economic rdU and of their political dependence as in 
the case of the operatives in Leeds and Manchester. From 
January i, 1831, the operatives of Lancashire ran their own 
paper, the Voice of the People, which was also the organ of the 
trades unions as well as of radicalism and Owenism. The 
Lancashire workers, who a^ired after comprehensive economic 
class-organisation and coquetted with co-operative experiments, 
came under the pohtical influence of the Benthamites. Only 
the hardest thinkers of the Lancashire workers, in particular 
John Doherty, the leader of the textile operatives, dreamed of 
creating a political Labour Party with the trades unions for 
its units According to this plan the local and district unions 
were to be affliated for the sole purpose of dealing with matters 
affecting trades unions, but all the unions should together 
^Birmingham Journal, January 31, 1830 
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form a National Association to undertake the emancipation 
of the working class by means of parliamentary and socialistic 
action ^ This plan only became realised in the year 1899- 
1900 by the formation of the Labour Party It is obvious 
that the founders of the Labour Party had no conception that 
seventy years earher the idea of a similar organisation had 
originated. At that time it remained a mere dream, for during 
the agitation for the Reform Bill the workers formed a part of 
the pohtical union of the middle and working classes. 

It was only in the summer of 1832 that organised Labour 
dissolved its alliance with the middle classes, and this was 
partly owing to the stormy character and negative result of the 
agitation for the Reform Bill, and partly to the propaganda 
of the intellectual section of the workers of London, who 
banded together in opposition to the pohtical unions founded 
on the Birmingham plan and in hostility to the reforms suggested 
by the Whigs. 

2. THE LONDON NATIONAL UNION OF THE WORKING CLASSES 

This imion, founded in the year 1831, was the birthplace of 
Chartism. Here the first contests took place between class-war 
and the solidarity of classes, and here after a long struggle the 
ideas were formulated of independent action on the part of the 
operatives, of decisive democratic reform, of revolutionary 
agitation by the masses and of the general strike. 

This union stood in the most mtimate connection with the 
Poor Man*s Guardian. The development of the movement 
can be closely followed in its discussions, and their sounding- 
board was formed by the whole of the thinking portion of the 
working men of Great Britain. Its immediate history extends 
as far back as the year 1829, when the British Union for the 
Diffusion of Co-operative Knowledge was founded. In a manu- 
scnpt document that is still extant one of its founders makes the 
following remarks on the subject : — 

During Owen*s absence in America, the leaders of the 
working men who were in favour of Owemsm and also of political 
» Voice of the People, June ii, 1831. 
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Radicalism, met together and opened co-operative shops ; finally 
they founded the British Union, for enquiries reached London 
from all sides for information concerning co-operative matters 
A special office for supplying information became necessary 
therefore ; for the correspondence connected with the co-operative 
estabhshments had increased to such vast proportion that 
it could no longer be grappled with after business hours. 
Our work was both practical and theoretical and we extracted 
from Owenism as much as we had in common and discarded all 
points of difference. All the leading men were workmen When 
Owen returned from America and saw our co-operative undertak- 
ings, he disapproved of them and contemptuously called them 
Trading Associations, frankly declaring that buying and selhng 
had nothing in common with his co-operative commonwealth 
But when he discovered that numerous members of these unions 
were inclined to support many of his views, he entered into 
relations with them and took a keen interest in their delibera- 
tions/* ^ 

The meetings of the workers took place at that time either 
m the large hall of the Mechanics* Institute or in Carlile*s 
Rotimda (Blackfnars) One of these meetings — ^the fourth 
quarterly meeting of the British Union for the Diffusion of Co- 
operative Knowledge — ^was held at the Mechanics* Institute in 
October, 1830 ; the report yields a good insight into -the mental 
progress which the workers had made in socialistic thought. 

The fundamental ideas were Owenite, but the tone of the 
speeches was full of a fighting spirit and revolutionary verve 
The wage system was condemned root and branch, capitalism 
was denounced as obnoxious and execrable, whilst labour and 
co-operation were regarded as the pillars of civilisation. “ We 
by our labour produce all and we ought to enjoy it.'* The 
committee's report laid stress upon the rapid rise of the 
co-operative idea ; the main point was to eradicate the behet 
from the workers' heads that they were dependent on money 
or on the possession of capital. Labour was to supplant capital, 
co-operation was to take the place of individual competition, 

^ Lovett's Memorandum m Place MSS. 27791, III. 
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When the report had been read and discussed, a debate was 
opened on the subject : “ Machinery under competition and 
under co-operation.” Among the speakers were Hetherington, 
Lovett, Cleave, and Watson, all of them subsequently leaders of 
Chartism, and their speeches resounded with the theme that 
machinery is a curse under the system of capital, since all the 
advantages of mechanical progress fall to the share of the 
capitalists ; machmery on the other hand will become a blessing 
under the system of co-operation, since in this way the acquire- 
ments of the human mind will benefit the whole of society. 
Side by side with ideas of co-operation and attacks on capitalism 
most of the speeches contained hostile aspersions on the Church. 
If the word socialism were substituted for co-operation, it 
would be easy to imagine that this report referred to any large 
social-democratic meeting of workers at the present day.^ 

These were also the doctrines which the leaders of the Bntish 
Union disseminated in 1829 and 1830 all over the country in the 
furtherance of co-operation. 

In February or March, 1831, the leaders of this association 
were requested by some joiners to assist them in founding a 
general union of London operatives. The j oiners were acquainted 
with the doctrine of co-operation and to all appearances were 
bent on founding a political trades-unionist organisation based 
on the ideas of the leaders of the Lancashire working classes 
Hetherington and his f nends immediately met them half way, and 
in March, 1831, the “ Metropolitan Trades Umon ” sprang into 
life. Hetherington wrote out a prospectus for it, laying down 
two aims for the organisation, viz to obtain universal suffrage 
and to carry out trades-unionist and co-operative measures.® 

The prospectus was despatched to 150 working men's clubs in 
London, many of which joined the Umon. In a few weeks its 
meetings were so largely attended that the Umon moved to 
larger premises, and met in the Rotunda, which could accommo- 
date 1000 people. The meetings in the Rotunda were alwa57s 

^Magazine of Useful Knowledge and Co-op. Mtsc., October 30, 
1830 

^Penn^ Papers [Poor Man*$ Gtmrdtan), March Numbers, 1831, 
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overcrowded, so that hundreds could not obtain admission. 
The subjects which were discussed immediately after the founda- 
tion of the Union hinged upon universal suffrage and questions 
of organisation In a few weeks the name “ Metropolitan Trades 
Union ” disappeared to give place to the name National Union 
of the Working Classes and Others It is obvious from this addi- 
tion that non-workers were also received within the Union. But 
the words “ and others were only used at the very beginning 
Afterwards we read only of the “ National Union of the*Working 
Classes.*' The non-workers found themselves in a dwindhng 
minority; among them were Juhan Hibbert, a member of a 
rich Liberal philanthropic family; T. J. Webb, a practical 
surgeon ; William Benbow, at that time a coffee-house pro- 
prietor , Benjamin Warden, formerly a saddler's apprentice, but 
now an independent master. 

The National Union rapidly increased in members and prestige, 
so as to justify Hetherington's exclamation that the Union was on 
the right road to become national. On May 25, 1831, it received 
its constitution, which had been drawn up by Lovett and Hether- 
ington, and to all appearances with O'Brien’s assistance. The 
main declaration was a nearly verbal copy of the first part of the 
French “ Rights of Man," 1789. It merely contained the follow- 
ing alteration — emphasised here by spacing : " The members of 
the National Union of the Working Classes are convinced that 
forgetfulness of and contempt* for the Rights of Man in a munici- 
pal state of society^ are the only causes of the crimes and mis- 
fortunes of the world." 

This was followed by the aims and objects of the Constitu- 
tion : — 

'' I. To avail itself of every opportunity m the progress of 
society, for the securing for every working man the full value of 
his labour and the free disposal of the produce of his labour, 

1 ** Municipal state of society means the same as civilised or 
artificial slate of society,*' m contrast to the original or natural 
state. This expression, so far as social cnticism is concerned, is 
only used by Ogilvie and O'Brien (Carpenter's Pohttcal Letters, 
January 18, 1831). 
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2. To protect working men against the t5n:anny of masters 
and manufacturers by all just means as circumstances may 
determine. 

3. To obtain for the nation an effectual reform in the Commons 
House of the Bntish parliament : annual parliamentSj, extension 
of the suffrage to every adult male, vote by ballot, and especially 
no property qualification for members of parliament. 

4. To prepare petitions, addresses and remonstrances to the 
Crown and both Houses of Parliament. 

5. To concentrate into one focus a knowledge of moral and 
political economy, that all classes of society may be enlightened 
by its radiation, the National Union feeling assured that the 
submission of the people to misrule and oppression arises from 
the absence of sound moral and pohtical knowledge amongst 
the mass of the community.'' 

Finally the constitution of the National Union took over 
most of the provisions from the statutes of the “ Birmingham 
Political Union." The addition of the statutes of the Birmmgham 
Political Union shows that the London National Union at the 
time of its foundation held no decided opinion in favour of class- 
war. The very first discussion, however, evoked a declaration 
on the subject. In electing the committee some of the workers 
proposed the following motion * 

** Since the Union aims at rescuing the workers from their 
degradation and in raising them to a higher level, it is necessary 
that the workers should set themselves the task of attammg this 
object. Therefore no member of the Union shall be elected on 
the Committee who is not a producer, or who does not earn his 
living by labour." 

Warden and Hetherington opposed this resolution. They 
expressed the opinion that holding of&ce did not depend on a 
man's trade but on ability, talent and allegiance to principles, 
and that the National Umon had not been founded in order to 
lay stress on differences of class. The meeting agreed with these 
views, and the resolution was rejected. The leading men m the 
Union were Owenites, and consequently opposed to class-war. 
This position, which Hetherington said Warden had taken up. 
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drew upon them a sharp attack by the anon5mious champion of 
class-war (to whom reference has already been made) m a com- 
munication addressed to the Poo? Man's Guardian, His first 
letters allow the critical reader to form an estimate of the per- 
sonality of their author. In the first place solecisms escape 
from his pen which could not possibly proceed from a practised 
wnter like Bronterre O'Brien, who had received a college educa- 
tion, but might very well be written by a self-taught working 
man For instance, the anon5mious writer interchanges the 
verbs teach " and learn ; " in the second place he mentions 

his loom " on one occasion ; thirdly he opposed co-operative 
enterpnses, whilst O'Brien even in 1830 was one of Owen's 
admirers, fourthly, he regards trade unionism as one of the 
foremost weapons of the fighting working class, while O'Brien, in 
1831, held the opmion that trade unionism was a folly and 
waste of money and time, leading but to discord and riots ; 
finally, the anonymous writer was hostile to any joint action 
between the operatives and the lower middle classes, whilst 
O'Bnen was in favour of an alliance between them This 
correspondence could, therefore, not have proceeded, either in its 
wording or its tenour, from O'Brien, but must have come from 
a hand-loom weaver, ruined by modern machinery, who had 
had the advantage of a httle schooling in his youth. The most 
determined fighters of Chartism came from the handicraftsmen 
who were ruined by the growing Factory System. 

Now for the ‘‘ communication." 

The anonjmious correspondent inveighed in long diatribes 
against the Reform Bill, which he considered to be even more 
reactionary and pernicious than the old franchise Then he 
addressed himself to Hetherington (the publisher of the Poor 
Man's Guardian) and Warden * — 

“ People who hve by plunder will always tell you to be sub- 
missive to thieves To talk of representation, m any shape, 
being of any use to the people is sheer nonsense ; unless the people 
have a House of working men, and represent themselves. Those 

^ Midland Representative, May 28, 1831, p, 8, (Review of Knight* s 
Working Men*$ Companion,) 
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who make the laws now and who are intended, by the new reform 
bill, to make them in future, all hve by profits of some sort or 
other. They will, therefore, no matter who elect them, nor how 
often they are elected, always make the laws to raise profits 
and keep down the price of labour. Representation, therefore, 
by a different body of people to those who are represented, or 
whose interests are opposed to theirs, is a mockery, and those who 
persuade the people to the contrary are either idiots or cheats. 
. . . The people should drop all contention, therefore, about 
electing a legislature in its present shape, and contend night and 
day, every moment of their lives for a legislature of their own, 
or one made up of themselves. This is the primum mobile, the 
grand desideratum, and in the absence of this there is not a 
shadow of a chance of getting a shadow of justice, but that of 
keeping the plunderers m continual dread, thereby raising a 
sufficient portion of fear to counteract their vicious desires. 
They will then respect the people for the sake of themselves. 
, . . Co-operation is of no use, unless the people would get 

the raw materials without going to the land-stealer, then dispense 
with the use of money, and live by bartering their manufactures 
with each other. No one could then get either rent, tax or profit 
out of them, but as they cannot do this, co-operation has little or 
no other effect than that of feeding the rich, and starving those 
who can scarcely hve. ... As soon as it becomes generally 
xmderstood that the co-operators can hve a shiHing a week 
cheaper than before, their employers will reduce their wages to 
that amount ; and thus will their employers reap ail the advan- 
tages of their co-operation. . . . 

The Trades Union . — ^This was a most important union, but 
unfortunately strangled in its birth. The first resolution of the 
Union that was proposed was to this effect — ^*That as this 
Union is intended to raise the working classes from their present 
degraded condition, it is necessary that it be done by themselves. 
No person, therefore, shall be eligible to act on the committee 
unless he be a wealth-producer, that is, one who gets his living 
by labour.' This resolution spoke a volume, by showing the 
people's desire to take the lead in favour of thmselves. Has 
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resolution you and Mr. Warden destroyed. . . . You and 
Mr. Warden then wiU do well in withdrawing yourselves from 
their committee, and every one else who is not absolutely a man 
who works for a master, or working man. Attend their meetings, 
hear what they have to say, report their proceedings, and en- 
courage them to go on ; but at the same time give them the lead, 
learn them to go alone, and encourage them to be no longer slaves, 
but men.'' ^ 

The anon3mous correspondent addressed to the Poor Man's 
Guardian other letters fuU of the logic of the working man. 
From the very beginning this organ advocated universal fran- 
chise, but it considered the aUiance between the middle and 
working classes to be necessary. A few days after the introduc- 
tion of the Reform BiU this newspaper wrote . 

. . . In conclusion, we hope and trust this reform measure 
will not be earned ; at the same time we feel convinced, that 
even those who are now so more than satisfied, will soon find out 
its complete inefficiency even for their own purposes ; but it 
will retard the progress of real reform considerably ; for a time, 
the middle classes will be removed from the side of the people at 
large, and, it must be admitted that they are a great loss, inas- 
much, as when united in one common cause, they can afford to 
give pubhcity to their wants, which the people cannot. 

This attitude appeared to the anonymous writer to be danger- 
ous. He protested in a blazing letter to the editor against any 
compromise between workers and capitalists. The economic 
contrasts between the two classes were so deep-seated that the 
workers could not possibly expect any pohtical help from the 
middle class. And he addressed himself to the working people 
as follows — 

“ ViTiat justice or what mercy can you expect at the hands of 
the employers when they shall have acquired their elective 
privileges of forming the legislature, whose very preliminary step 
consists in divesting you of your dearest and most sacred right ^ 
We have a hundred rotten boroughs at the present day, but 

^ Penny Papers {Poor Man*s Guardian), Apnl 29, 1831. 

'Poor Man^s Guardian, March 12, 1831 (leading article). 
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pass this Bill with this obnoxious clause and the whole kingdom 
will be rotten to the very core. . . , The landowner, the 
merchant, and the tradesman will hereafter possess the sole 
right (or rather pnvilege) of making the laws. The interest of all 
these people is directly opposed to yours. Mark then what I 
say'. If this Bill pass in its present shape, that is, with this 
obnoxious clause, house rent will nse, wages will be still further 
reduced, and the prices of everything else will be advanced. 
You are now to be forsaken, rejected, and to become entire out- 
casts in the world. . . 

As a proof of what kmd of materials the House of Commons 
is to be composed, two candidates have already been named by 
the profit-men or middlemen, for our town. One of them every- 
body knows, and therefore I shall say nothing about him ; the 
other, I am informed, is a Cockney, of the name of Young, a ship- 
builder, .who possesses as much information as wy Zoowt. , . . 
It is but common justice that the people who make the goods 
should have the sole privilege of making the laws/’ ^ 

During the discussions and the enormous mass demonstrations 
of the people in favour of the Reform Bill, the Whigs succeeded 
in intimidating the Lords, and in exacting from the King a 
promise to create a batch of peers if necessary. In March, 1832, 
a decisive victory for the Reform Bill was at last in sight. The 
anonymous writer took all his knowledge and ability m both 
hands and wrote the following article for the Poor Man's Guar- 
dian : — 

TO THE WORKING PEOPLE OF ENGLAND ” 

“ Fellow Countrymen, 

I have given you my opinion in several letters, at various 
times, on the present measure of Reform. I have in these letters 
uniformly told you that that measure, if carried into effect, will 
do you an incalculable deal of harm. I have told you that the 
evils under which you labour are not produced by taxation. I 
have shown you that the whole expense of the government, from 

» Penny Papers (Poor Man's Guardian), April 9, 1831* 

• Poor Man's Guardian, November 19 and 26, 1831. 
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the King to the common soldier, does not amount to more than 
one halfpenny a day upon each individual in the two kingdoms ; 
and that the abolition of the whole government would relieve you 
to the amount of only that one halfpenny a day. I have told you 
that the remote cause of your poverty is your not having seats, 
personally, in that which ought to be your house ; and that 
you are thereby prevented from assisting, hke the land-stealers, 
the merchants, the manufacturers, and the tradesmen, in your 
own persons, to make the laws by which you are governed ; 
and I told you that the %mmed%ate cause of your poverty is the 
exorbitant rents, tithes, interest on money, profits on labour, and 
profits on trade, which are imposed on you by laws made by the 
land-stealers, merchants, manufacturers, and tradesmen in that 
house from which you are excluded, and by which exclusion you 
are prevented from making laws to regulate your wages. I have 
told you that the government taxes are only a natural conse.quence 
arising out of the rents, interest, and other profits which are 
imposed on you — that those taxes are, in short, only a sum of 
money given to the government to beat and torture you into 
a submission to those rents, tithes, interest, and profits, by whicn 
you are robbed to more than twenty times the amount of those 
taxes. I have told you these things before, and I tell you the 
same now, and in so doing I tell you the truth. 

I have told you that the influence of those men who impose 
those rents and profits, is to be increased in making the laws, 
and that your influence is to be diminished by this Bill I told 
you, and I shewed you that every increase of these rents, tithes, 
and profits is equal to a reduction of your wages to the same 
amount ; and that by this Bill these rents and other profits will 
be still farther increased, and your wages, in consequence, still 
farther reduced. I told you these facts before, and I repeat it 
again now, that this Bill will augment your poverty to an in- 
calculable degree. 

" I told you, and I shewed you existing facts to prove that the 
taxes, in every country in the world, are always increased m exact 
proportion as the influence of the land-stealers, merchants, 
manufacturers, and tradesmen is increased in making the laws ; 
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and as I am determined to assert nothing without proof, I will 
now shew you the reason why those taxes are so increased^ For 
instance, as soon as the land-stealers, merchants, manufacturers, 
and tradesmen acquire the privilege of law-making, they begin 
to legislate for their own individual interest , that is, to increase 
their rents and prohts, by which they deprive you of the produce 
of your industry ; and in proportion as their influence in law- 
making is increased, so are those rents and profits increased, and 
so likewise is your burden increased accordingly. In proportion 
as your poverty is increased, so do you become more and more 
tumultuous for the want of food. In proportion as you become 
tumultuous, so do these land-stealers and others strengthen the 
government to keep you down ; and in proportion as they 
strengthen the government to keep you down, so do they in- 
crease the taxes to support the government. So here then you 
see^ in a few words, the real cause of that increase of taxes m all 
countries, which I only toli you of before — ^that these taxes are 
nothing more than the natural consequence or offspnng of exorbi- 
tant rents, tithes, interest, and other profits ; and that these 
rents, and so on, are the real cause of your poverty ; yet. the 
influence of these men who hve by these impositions, is to be 
increased in makmg the laws, by this Bill, more than ten-fold ! I 
Will you beheve now that you have any interest in the passing of 
this Bill, or that your interest does not consist m its being kicked 
out, as it was before ? I am told that you cannot be worse off 
than you are now. I say yes. The Irish people are three times 
worse off than you are, bad as you are, and that you are capable 
of bemg as bad ofl as they. I therefore conjure you to prepare 
your coffins if you have the means. You will be starved to 
death by thousands, if this Bill pass, and thrown on to the dung 
hill, or on to the ground, naked, like dogs. I now proceed to 
other matters connected with this measure. 

Of all the Bills, or plots (for it is nothing else), that ever was 
proposed on earth, this is the most deceptive and the most 
mischievous. This Bill proposes to extend the number of electors 
to about jfive times the present amount. This, on the face of the 
measure, appears, at first sight, a most liberal alteration What f 
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extend the number of voters from 150,000 to 600,000 or 700,000 ? 
Most liberal indeed ! 1 1 But now, when we come to see that the 
hberality is all on one side, and none on the other^ — ^when we 
come to see that those whose influence is already tonfold too 
great, are to have that influence tenfold increased, while you 
whose influence is already tenfold too httle, are to have that 
mfluence (through the great mcrease of the other) incalculably 
diminished, it is the most tlUheral, the most tyranmcal, the most 
abominable, the most infamous, the most heUish measure that 
ever could or can be proposed. Your number is four-fifths of the 
whole population. Your influence, therefore, at elections (in 
addition to your right of being elected yourselves) ought to be 
four times as great as all the rest of the community Yet your 
mfluence will not be more than one4wmheth part of that which 
will be exercised by those who live on the fruits of your labour. 
You will m reality, therefore, from fear and fewness of number, 
have no influence at aU. 

** This Bill proposes to disfranchise a number of rotten boroughs, 
and to transfer the elective franchise to large populous towns. 
This is another of the supposed liberal features of the Bill. 
Do you not see that the interest of a few wealthy individuals at 
Gatton, and Old Sarum, who live on the fruits of your labour, is 
the same as the interest of as many millions, in any other part of 
the kingdom, who live by the same means, and that the interest 
of one working man is the same as that of all others — ^that is, 
to get rid of his burdens ? But then it wiU be said : those 
wealthy individuals at Gatton and Old Sarum hve by high rents, 
while the same description of people in the large towns live 
by profits on manufactures, and on trade. Oh ! then these 
mdividuals in these large towns want to get as large profits on 
their manufactures as the others do on com, and thereby im- 
poverish you three times as much as you are. Their profits, 
already, are three times as great, aye, ten times as great, in those 
towns, as they ought to be. These profits are the main cause 
of your poverty in those towns now. So much for the liberality 
of disfranchising small towns to enfranchise large ones I The 
mcrease of poverty by this hberality will be in exact proportion 
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to the increased number of working men who will be affected 
by those profits. What liberality I 
" When I hear master manufacturers and tradesmen say — We 
must get large profits to enable us to pay you high wages, my 
blood curdles within me, and I wish kt once that I were a dog, 
or anything else, rather than a man Those large profits are 
the sole cause why wages are low. They are got by keeping 
wages down. Shall I say anything more on this subject ? Is it 
necessary, seeing that we are rational beings and ' lords of the 
creation I ' . . . The profit is that which is retained and 
never paid back. The manufacturer’s profits, therefore, hke the 
land-stealers’ rent, and tithe-stealers’ tithes, and all other profits, 
was obtained solely by keeping wages down. . . . There is 
no common interest between working men and profit-makers. 
This fact, like the sun, for ever stares us in the face — ^that m 
exact proportion as these large capitals are obtained, so is the 
poverty of the working people most capitally increased. . . . 

It is supposed that the members for the manufacturing towns 
will be enabled successfully to attack and abolish the corn-laws. 
Nothing can be more delusive. They must be holders of stolen 
land themselves before they can become members. Besides, if 
they were not, a sufficiency of land-steahng members has been 
secured by the division of counties to make head against the large 
towns, and for the loss of the rotten boroughs, so that, in short, 
the com laws will be equally as secure as ever, while the manu- 
facturing members will mcrease their profits hke the profits of the 
land-stealers, and therefore I am justified m saying that the Bill 
will retrograde from, instead of approaching towards Reform. 

Do you not see then that all that you want is high wages and 
low profits ? You must get your own wages up, and then these 
rents, tithes, interest, and other profits must fall. The Reform 
Bill has nothing to do with this policy of the workmg man. I 
therefore warn you, if the Bill be kicked out, be you as peaceable 
and as still as mice. I know you will never get an5d:bing without 
exertion ; but then the example of France, Belgium, and all 
other countries, will convince you that no sudden convulsion will 
reKeve you. Your exertion must be constant, uniform, and as 
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silent and as perpetual as the conduct of your enemies, till they 
pay you as much wages as will purchase you your fair proportion 
of ever5d:hmg you produce. If you want to know who is your 
greatest enemy-— it is he who has the greatest income, no matter 
what he may say to deceive you, nor to what sect or party he 
may belong, nor from what source his income may be derived. 
With this warning I take my leave with the assurance that if the 
Bill pass, I will tell you something of greater importance than 
anything else I have told you before. 

ONE OF THE OPPRESSED.**^ 

Manchester, March 19, 1832. 

The power of the style and the argument of this anonymous 
social thinker are so stnking that little comment is necessary. 
The article reveals all the strong and weak points of a keen 
but one-sided brain : ruthless logic, transparent clearness, 
inclination to prophecy, the omission of all factors not bearing 
on the economic side of the question, however important they 
might be in themselves, which, however, subsequently prove 
strong enough to overturn all the economic prophecies. The 
essay shows distinct traces of Hodgskin’s way of thinking. Its 
author was obviously influenced by the latter. 

It is highly probable that the same anon5nnous writer is 
responsible for the following verses which were pnnted in the 
Poor MarCs Guardian (January 7, 1832) 

‘‘ Wages should form the pnce of goods ; 

Yes, wages should be all. 

Then we who work to make the goods 
Should 'justly have them all , 

But if their price be made of rent. 

Tithes, taxes, profits all, 

Then we who work to make the goods 
Shall have — just none at all” 

The verses contain the entire theory and deduction of natural 
rights, viz. that the price of work is by right the product of the 
work ; but under civilised conditions the worker only receives 

* Poor Man’s Guardian, April 14, 185a. 
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for his wages the minimum of the means for existence, since 
capitalism, landlordism, State and Church appropriate the greater 
part of the proceeds of labour 

The Poor Man*s Guardian also published opinions drawn from 
labour and socialist circles in support of the Reform Bill. A 
labouring man wrote : — 

** You are certainly correct in your opinion of the ‘ Reform/ 
which literally does nothing for us, the labouring classes ; but are 
you not wrong in advising us to have all we demand or nothing ? 
Should we not get as much as we can ^ I do not say, accept this 
reform, which gives us worse than nothing, but let us get any 
advantage, however trifling it be^ by the aid of which we might 
benefit ourselves more and more, step by step. This strikes me 
to be better advice than what you offer."' 

Allen Davenport, an old Spencean, wrote to the paper as 
follows : — 

I feel inclined to support the present Reform Bill in spite 
of all that can be said against it. I consider the Reform BiU, if 
earned into law, will be the commencement of a legal revoluti<m, 
whose movement will not be so easily arrested as some persons 
imagine. I calculate more on external than internal energy, 
when every thing has changed around us it will be impossible 
for us to remain stationary." ^ 

The National Union fostered international solidarity with par- 
ticular ardour. It celebrated the anniversaries of the French 
Revolution and of the Pohsh insurrection, and opposed Palmers- 
ton's foreign policy, which it severely stigmatized as dictated by 
the Tsar. From the summer of 1831 onwards the influence of the 
National Union upon the elite of the British working class was 

Penny Papers [Poor Man's Guardian) , March 18 and May 27, 
1831. iUlen Davenport was bom m 1775* as the son of an agncnl- 
tural labourer. He grew up without having been to any school, 
served in the army, became converted to Spenceanism m 1817, subse- 
quently to Owenism, wrote poems, pamphlets, and a short bio- 
graphical sketch of Thomas Spence (1836). He died in London m 
1846, poor but universally esteemed (Reasoner, 1847, pp. 16, sqq,) 
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very considerable.^ Delegates from the Midlands and North of 
England appeared at their meetings. The whole mental activity 
of British sociahsm was disseminated thence by the leaders of the 
British working men. In October, 1831, their members wore 
already regarded as communists holding the opinion that pnvate 
property had no right to exist at all, since it could only be harmful 
to the worker."' ^ They were not Owenite communists but 
sociahsts, waging class-warfare , they were unable to dissociate 
themselves from militant tactics, and at the end of October, 1831, 
the Poor Man*$ Guardian pubhshed instructions on making 
barricades and on street-fighting against soldiers That was the 
tune also in which the Reform Bill agitation reached its greatest 
height and in which the social-revolutionary idea of the general 
strike and of convoking a national convention began to take 
root and was soon formulated by William Benbow, 

3.-—WimAM BENBOW AND THE GENERAL STRIKE 

The later months of 1831 saw the birth of the idea of a social- 
revolutionary general strike. Its onginator was Wilham Benbow, 
shoemaker, pubhsher, bookseller and coffee-house proprietor, 
a man of great eloquence and mental energy, but with a violent 
temperament and exaggerated self-consciousness. The patho- 
logical trait of his nature was m all probability the result of a 
nervous affection, partly due to his ceaseless self-tuition under 
unfavourable material conditions, mostly to persecution on 
account of his violent agitation and speeches. Hitherto, little 
has been known of his hfe history The movements m which 
he was engaged used him up without canng for his personality. 
William Benbow represents the same mental type as Richard 
Carhie and Thomas J. Wooler This t5q)e was a product of a 
mental tendency, characterized by democratic radicalism, free 
thought and the law of nature, which prevailed in the last decades 
of the eighteenth century and the first decades of the nineteenth 
century. At that period the cleverest artisans and operatives 

‘Place MSS., 27,791, pp. 333, sqq , 343, 412. 

• Ibtd ., 27,790, p 23. 
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acquired considerable literary and political knowledge by dint of 
iron wiU-power and unquenchable enthusiasm, and they utilised 
this knowledge to enlighten the masses Benbow appears to have 
been bom in Manchester m 1784. In April, 1840, when he had 
to defend himself before a |ury in Chester for having made 
seditious Chartist speeches, he stated at the end of a ten-hour 
speech in his defence that he was already an old man and at the 
very best had only ten years more to live. ^ He was apprenticed 
to a shoemaker,® showed capacity for public speaking, and 
preached m Nonconformist chapels. He took part, after 1815, 
in the Radical movement and was arrested. He is also known to 
have been a printer and pubhsher from 1817 to 1825. His 
publishing house had Lord Byron's head for a sign and was called 
" Byron's Head " in consequence. Here he printed for Richard 
Carhle the drama Wat Tyler, by Robert Southey, which drew 
upon him the latter’s eternal enmity. * Benbow printed cheap 
editions of the English poets, especially of B3n:on. In 1823 
he brought out a work m parts which was a chronicle of clerical 
scandals. It bore the title, Crimes of Clergy, and belongs to the 
class of scurrilous literature. Two years later he published 
a polemic against Southey and in defence of Byron. This 
pamphlet, A Scourge for the Laureate, is well written and shows 
that Benbow was a man with a trenchant style and with no 
inconsiderable literary knowledge. At that time he had already 
served a term of imprisonment. In 1831 and 1832 we find him 
to be a member of the National Union and one of the most violent 
speakers in the Rotunda, At that time he owned a coffee- 
house at No. 205, Fleet Street, where he penned his pamphlet 
on the social-revolutionary general strike. It bears the title : 
Grand Nakonal Holiday and Congress of the Productive Classes. 
It appeared towards the close of 1831 or m January, 1832, and 
was dedicated to the workers in the foUowmg brief sentences: — 

^ Northern Star, April 25, 1840; Chester Gazette, April x%, 1840. 

* Gaols and Prisons : Accounts and Papers, Vol, 38, 1840, No, 600, 
pp. 691, sqq 

» This statement is based on Benbow’s evidence only. I could 
find no edtko frmceps of Southey's Wat Tyler, and therefoso 1 am 
unable to confinn it. 
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** Plundered Fellow-sufferers ! I lay before you a plan of 
freedom ; adopt it and you rid the world of inequality, misery 
and crime. A martyr m your cause, I am become the prophet of 
your salvation. A plan of happiness is pointed out and dedicated 
to you. With it I devote to you my life and body, my soul and 
blood. 


** Commercial Coffee House, 
205, Fleet Street.’^ 


William Benbow.** 


His speeches m the National Union were often printed in the 
Poor Man's Guardian. From 1834 ^838 we hear nothing of 

him. It is only in 1838 that he appears again in Lancashire, 
where he travelled about with horse and cart, holding open-air 
meetings and pushing the sale of his pamphlet on the general 
strike He must have left London about the year 1837, order 
to betake himself to the centre of the Chartist agitation. For at 
that time the leading radical and socialist agitators, such as 
O'Connor and Owen, left London for Yorkshire and Lancashire, 
whither the pohtical centre of gravity had followed the indus- 
trial centre In the beginning of August, 1839, Benbow was 
arrested in Manchester and spent eight months in prison awaiting 
his trial since he could not -give security ; it is curious that he 
could not induce any one to bail him out. He was popular enough 
among the workers, without, however, receiving any degree of 
confidence at their hands. Positions of trust were not con- 
ferred upon him. In all the many conferences, conventions and 
other functions of the Chartists he never appeared as a delegate. 
AH this neglect greatly contributed to embitter him still further. 
He believed himself to be persecuted alike by friend and foe. 
Yet his pamphlet on the general strike exercised a powerful 
infiuence between 1838 and 1842. There were probably few 
Chartists who had not read it ; its phrases were on every hp ; 
Chartist speakers made use of it , and all the debates on a general 
strike and ah attempts at its reahsation in that decade are to be 
traced to Benbow's pamphlet, 

Benbow's main ideas are as follows : — 

The labour of the mass of the people is the source of wealth, but 
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it is only a privileged few that obtain it. The people is the source 
of all power, but the oppressors of the people make use of it ; 
the mass of the people fight both by land and sea, but the usurpers 
carry off the laurels and the booty. How has this become 
possible ? 

By the ignorance and disunion of the people. 

The worst result of ignorance is the assumption that others 
will do for us what we ought to do ourselves. It is sheer 
lunacy for working men to ask their masters to imdertake the 
task of emancipation. 

The working men must emancipate themselves. And if the 
working-men understand this they will win. From Wat Tyler 
to Thistlewood the martyrs of truth have alwa}^ been found 
among the people. 

But how can the people obtain this knowledge and unity of 
action ? By proclaiming a national holiday ; by stopping work. 
We suffer from overproduction, so we are told Good. Let us stop 
producing. The masters will soon find out that an over-abundance 
of goods is no misfortune. We suffer from over-population, so 
we are told. Good. Let us count ourselves ; let us find out the 
large numbers of the working men and the small numbers of the 
privileged class. The very act of the masses stoppmg work will 
give the latter the consciousness of their strength, the magnitude 
of their united action. The month’s hohday must be a month’s 
congress of the working men ; a people’s month for taking stock 
of the social conditions; a national congress to put tyranny 
to flight. 

Before the national holiday is proclaimed, preparation for it 
must be made. Every locality will elect a committee to direct 
the agitation and to enlighten the masses concerning the objects 
and significance of the national hohday and of the national 
congress 

Every family of workers must provide food for a week, A 
longer period is not necessary. If the worlong class of the whole 
country is united and resolute for only a single week, success 
is certain. 

AH money and property which were originally destined for the 
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support of the people and have been appropriated by various 
corporations and churches must be restored to their original 
destination. Land and hve stock onginally belonged to all. 
The committees appointed by the people will have to see that 
the present owners restore part of the fruits of the earth and the 
bV6 stock to the masses resting from their toil. And behind the 
committees there must stand a people strong m morals and 
resolute in action. Above all the masses must not be squeamish. 
Both right and nught are on the side of the people 

The object of the national congress is to reform society root and 
branch by a better division of wealth, by a uniform circulation of 
goods so as to set the whole body of society in a state of har- 
monious activity. 

Benbow’s plan can therefore be reduced to the following ideas : 
The general stnke is the best means of bnnging the workers to 
a sense of their power ; the object of the agitators is to make use 
of a propitious moment to induce the workers to act together 
m masse. Consolidated action on the part of the workers would 
transform their power into violence which would lead the people 
on to victory and happiness by producing economic equality. 

Benbow himself never used the term general stnke/' but 
spoke always of the national holiday , the Chartists generally used 
the term sacred week " or sacred month " ; it was the trades 
unions who discarded all those terms and spoke of the general 
strike We find this term for the first time in the Herald of RtgUs 
of Industry (April 5, 1834, p. 66. col. 2). This paper was edited 
by John Doherty. 

4. — ^THE REFORMED PARLIAMENT AND DISILLUSIONMENT 

In June, 1832, the Reform Bill was made law and in the middle 
of August parliament was dissolved. The posting of the lists of 
electors and the preparations for the elections had a sobering 
effect. The exhilaration of the Reform agitation had evaporated, 
the wildest hopes gave way to the deepest disappointment. 
In November and December the elections took place, but they 
only resulted in a great victory for the Whigs. In February, 
1833, the first Reformed parhament was opened by a King's 
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speech, which, as Thomas Attwood, the member for Birmingham, 
remarked, might just as well have been read by the Emperor of 
China, since it had so little connection with the problems of the 
day or the wishes of the people. 

The first year of the Reformed parhament was, however, not 
quite so barren as its critics maintained ; negro-slavery was 
abolished in the West Indies and a factory act was passed for 
the textile industry of Great Britain, which marks the actual 
commencement of legislation in protection of the working man. It 
was absolutely forbidden to employ children under nine years of 
age, the working hours for children from nine to thirteen years 
were restricted to eight hours, a maximuin of sixty-nine working 
hours a week was established for young people, night-work was 
forbidden for both categories and an inspection of factories was 
introduced. The law, however, only affected the North of Eng- 
land and had hardly any apphcation except for textile-workers. 
Not a single labour paper of the day printed a leading article on 
the factory law. On the other hand, ample use was made of 
the material of the Committees of Inquiry, which had preceded 
this law and had revealed the fnghtful exploitation of child- 
labour. The feelmg of disillusionment was intensified by the 
Act of 1834 amending the Poor Law, which swept away the old 
Poor Law admmistration, erected bastilles for the poor, and 
stigmatised poverty as a crime. The old Poor Law had a social 
reform character ; the support of the unemployed out of the 
parish-rates was regarded as a duty, the claim to support was 
considered as the right of the citizen who had fallen on evil times. 
The new law completely reversed this conception and asserted 
the individualistic idea by which it was the duty of every one to 
look to himself and to make no claim whatever to the help of Ms 
fellow-men. The majority of the Reformed parliament swore by 
Malthus and the pohtical economists, who knew no other remedy 
for poverty than cehhacy and regarded unemployment as the 
result of laziness or as an tmavoidable evil with which no social 
remedy could contend. 

The new franchise, which conferred parliamentary representa- 
tion upon the middle classes, but left the working classes unen- 
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franchised, disclosed at one blow the apparently unbridgeable 
chasm that existed between capital and labour. The operatives 
had realised the economic antagonism for decades, but owing to 
the middle classes being just as much without representation up to 
1832 as the working classes, the opposition between the classes 
was to some -extent obscured and, accordingly, both classes 
fought side by side for reform as alhes. After 1832 this alliance 
was no longer possible The division was obvious in every 
direction. To cap it all, the severity of the new Poor Law 
changed the estrangement into open enmity. 

The anonymous champion of class-war in the Poor Man's 
Guardian had, so it seemed, predicted all this in advance ! And 
a working class poet expressed the feehngs of Labour in the 
following lines : — ^ 

Tis twelve months past, just yesterday, since earth, and sky, and sea. 
And rock, and glen, and horse, and man rang loud the jubilee; 
The beacons blazed, the cannons fired* and war’d each plain and hill 
With the Bill — the glorious Bill, and nothing but the Bill 1 

Our taxes, by the glorious Bill, were all to sink and fade. 

Our shipping was to prosper, and think, oh I what a trade 1 
Our agnculture and our looms, our pockets were to fill. 

By, ah 1 you rogues, the Bill, the Bill, and nought but the Bill I 

But now each holds up his hands m horror and disgust 
At this same document, once termed the people’s trust. 

That at last was to bring grist to all the nation’s mill 

Ah I curse the Bill, ye rogues, the Bill, and nothing but the Bill I 

The working men in their desperation condemned not only 
the Reform Bill but the whole institution of parliament. The 
workers now asked the question : What have the political 
unions done for us ? " 

Nothing at all I Worse than nothing I And they shattered 
their gods of reform and even turned away from the prophets 
who had warned them against the false gods. The London 
National Union lost its members and prestige so rapidly and the 
Poor Man's Guardian its readers, that both of them only carried 
on a precarious existence and died out m 1835. 

^ Glasgow Liberator and Trades Union Gazette^ September 14, 1833, 
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The people again looked for their salvation to Owen, who had 
become entirely anti-parhamentary, and to trades unions, 
which gradually assumed a revolutionary or syndicalist char- 
acter. The operatives looked to them not only for an 
amelioration of the conditions of labour but for emancipation 
from wage slavery. 

Yet an alliance between Owenism and sjnidicalism presented 
dfficulties both in theory and practice. Owenism depended on 
the co-operation of classes ; it only distinguished between 
erring and enlightened human beings. Trades unionism, with its 
social-revolutionary character, depended on class-war and only 
recognised exploiting and exploited classes Owen made the 
attempt to displace private industry and competition by means 
of peaceful co-operative establishments and wherever possible 
by a union between the workers and the capitahsts. The object 
of S 3 mdicalism was to expropriate the capitalists by continued 
hostilities and to get the factories, workshops and agricultural 
industries into the hands of the trades unionists. The intnnsic 
opposition between the two aspects of society was not imme- 
diately recognised. The fusion of Owenism and syndicalism 
led to conflict and confusion ; and this period did not last long 
enough to furnish investigators with the opportunity of pro- 
ducing a clear separation of the two points of view* 



XII 

SEPARATION OF THE MIDDLE AND WORKING 
CLASSES 


I. — ^LABOUR EXCHANGES AND CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 

At the time when the Reform Bill agitation reached its high- 
water mark and Great Bntam was brought to the verge of civil 
war, Owen again took up his plan for guiding the country into the 
path of a peaceful economic revolution. He interpreted the 
whole political agitation as the blind yearning of the nation for 
redemption, and as the tempestuous approach of a momentous 
crisis in history. 

Without delay he grappled with his task. First of all labour 
exchanges were to be instituted, in order to enable producers 
suffering from a stagnant market to exchange their goods for 
others which they might require. Then the individual producers 
were to be induced to band themselves together in co-partnership, 
so as to emancipate the operatives from their dependence on 
capital. As a first step in this work of emancipation Owen in 
November, 1831, conceived the idea of founding an associa- 
tion for the intelhgent working men of London in order to initiate 
them m the doctnne of co-operation, and to train up leaders for 
carrying out his great work. A committee for this purpose 
was formed as early as December 3, and a certain Bromley placed 
at Owen's disposal, without any compensation, his business- 
premises in Gray's Inn Road, known as the Royal Bazaar." 
On December 12 and 19, 1831, a crowded pubhc meeting was 
held m these premises, and led to the foundation of the " Associa- 
tion of the Intelligent and Well-disposed of the Industrious 

^ The plan of labour exchanges is mentioned, for the first time, 
m the Co-operatwe Magazine, 1827, p. 511. 
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Classes for removing Ignorance and Poverty.”* The objects 
of the association were announced to be the education of the 
children of working-men, and the purchase of land for agricultural 
schools, as well as “ to receive provisions, clothing and other 
property, and services of every descnption to be exchanged on 
the equitable principle of labour for equal value of labour, 
through the medium of labour notes ; also to establish a bank 
in which to exchange the labour notes for the currency of the 
country.” * 

The ideas on value and money which Owen had expounded in 
the Lanark Report, published in 1820, were now to be put into 
practice. The committee accepted Bromley’s offer without 
securing it by a contract. The Institute was opened Its organ 
was a weekly, the Crisis, of which the first number appeared on 
April 14, 1832. Its first editor was R. Dale Owen From the 
very beginning, not only in the association but also in the 
Crists, active propaganda was set on foot in favour of the labour 
exchanges which Owen regarded as only introductory to the 
work of emancipation. The following ideas were at the root of 
the scheme of the labour exchanges : 

The producers suffer from the drawback of not knowing the 
markets for their produce ; they are not acquainted with the 
people who would be ready and wiUmg to exchange their goods 
for others. Therefore, they betake themselves to contractors, 
middlemen, and retailers, who pay them money for their goods 
after deductions for profits and rents. With the money thus 
obtained they have recourse again to middlemen to procure the 
goods they require, and in their purchase they have again to pay 
profits and rents to the non-producers. Before the producer, 
therefore, can obtain what he wants he has to hand over to non- 
producers the major part of the produce of his labour. In order 
to guard against these evils labour exchanges were to be set up 
where the producers can deposit their goods and can estunate 
the average amount of time taken in their production. When 
this is done, the producers receive vouchers stating the amount 
1 Times, December 20, 1831 ; Carpenter, Co-operative Congress, 
1832, p. 128 
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of labour time on deposit. By means of these vouchers they 
can obtain, at the same place, at any time, goods to the same 
average amount of labour time that has been expended in their 
production In this manner supply and demand are brought into 
close relation with each other, and an exchange takes place 
without any loss. 

Owen's labour exchange was not the first of these institutions. 
Even at the close of 1831 a bank of exchange was founded at the 
Gothic Hall m Marylebone ; the second was situated in the north- 
west of England. Owen's was the third, but was the most 
notable of its kind, owing to its founder's reputation. The In- 
stitute in Gray's Inn Road became the Mecca of aU interested in 
co-operation and peaceful social reform. During the last week 
of Apnl, 1832, the third Co-operative Congress was held in its 
rooms The first congress sat in Manchester in May, 1831, the 
second in Birmingham in October, 1831. In the third Congress, 
in London, 65 co-operative societies were represented, and 29 of 
these were manufacturing societies Here Owen expounded his 
plan of a labour exchange and proved at the same time that he 
himself was the originator of the idea and not John Gray. Gray's 
ideas were indeed anticipated in the Lanark report. William 
Thompson, too, was present as a delegate, and confirmed Owen's 
opmion of his prionty over Gray.^ In this congress a clash of 
views occurred for the first time between the parliamentary, 
democratic socialists and the non-political, co-operative sociahsts, 
and in general Owen's Institute and the Crms on the one hand 
were often m conflict with the Rotunda and the Poor Man's 
Guardian on the other hand. It was in this Congress also that 
Owen demanded State-assistance to the tune of five million pounds 
for co-operative undertakings. ^ 

On September 3, 1832, the labour exchange was opened at the 
Institute. During the first four months its success was not 
inconsiderable. Every week goods to the average value of £600 
were deposited and exchanged, and the Institute received 8.5 
per cent, of this sum for covering the expenses of administration. 

1 Carpenter, Co-operaHve Congress, 18^2, p. 43. 

* Idtd , p, 42. 
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At the same time a branch institute was started in Blackfriars 
Road near the Rotunda. Several trades unionist organisations 
of London also proceeded to engage their unemployed members 
in co-operative undertakings and to exchange in the Institute 
the goods which they made. These undertakings could, however, 
only benefit the operatives who were m fairly good circumstances. 
The really poor workers could neither attend the meetings and 
socials at these mstitutes, since they had to pay for admission, 
nor could they enjoy the advantages of the labour exchanges, 
since th^y were unable to produce any article at their own cost. 
These institutes offered a great advantage to Owen, for they 
brought him into close relations with the intelligent members 
of the working classes. 

Owing to misunderstandmgs between Owen and Bromley, the 
Institute had to vacate the premises in Gray's Inn Road about 
the middle of January, 1833. The enterprise moved for the 
time being to the branch institute near the Rotunda. The 
disturbance of moving, adverse rumours in the London news- 
papers, and the resultant losses caused a moral disorganisation 
from which the association never quite recovered. Finally it 
moved to 14, Charlotte Street, Tottenham Court Road, and was 
opened on May i, 1833, by Owen in an apocalyptic speech. This 
district has ever since served as a resort for ail political refugees 
who, on account of their political or communist convictions, 
have been forced to seek asylum m London. 

In June, 1833, the operatives and the Owenites opened a 
labour exchange m Birmingham, which also enjoyed only a 
moderate degree of success. 

For the whole year Owen lived in a state of ecstasy. The 
rapid rise of the trades unions, the diffusion of the idea of 
co-operation, the thorough contempt for parliamentary action, and 
the growing sohdanty of the working classes were ail considered 
to be harbingers of the imminent emancipation of the world from 
error and injustice. He handed over the labour exchanges to 
the workers, and went on a tour of propaganda to Lancashire, 
Yorkshire, and Staffordshire, where he came in touch with the 
workers' leaders. His propagandist tour revealed to him the 
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possibility of uniting all the trades unions and co-operative 
societies of the United Kingdom — the productive classes, as he 
called them — into a single organisation, and of transformmg 
them m a communistic sense so as to place the whole country 
upon a co-operative basis 

A colossal plan I A few years were to see the completion of 
the work Its entire creation lay aU ready made in his con- 
structive brain. But ideas and facts soon began to come into 
conflict with each other. 

2. — ^TIIE SYNDICALIST PHASE 

Up to the year 1832 the trades union movement passed 
through the following stages of development . organisation for 
the purpose of mutual support, organisation of a single trade 
for purposes of strikes and mutual support, finally organisation of 
alhed trades (trades unions). These economic unions were non- 
political ; their members were either Tory or Whig, or adhered 
to Radicalism and vied with the members of the other classes in 
struggling for a definite political programme. In any case, the 
economic unions of the workers only pursued aims which did 
not go beyond daily interests, and which did not seriously affect 
The stability of the prevailing system of society. 

-From 1832 onwards the position was changed The organised 
workers became anti-parhamentary for a time They cut them- 
selves off from parliamentary politics, not for the purpose of 
observing neutrality, but in order to fight against parliamentary 
action^ and to attain by means of trades unions what had hitherto 
been only considered possible of attainment by legislation. At 
the same time Robert Owen came on the scene with his anti- 
parliamentary views and placed before the trades unions the 
aim of converting society from capitalism to socialism by 
means of productive co-operation. 

Owing to its alliance with Owenism, however, trades unionism 
assumed a Utopian character antagonistic to its essential 
nature. The economically organised working class possessed 
no preconceived system of society. It regarded class- 
warfare as a means of raising wages and lowering profits. 
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For the tune being it was not concerned with what would happen 
if the profits sank to zero. As soon as the struggle had strength- 
ened the workers’ organisation sufidciently for them to check- 
mate capital, they would take over the business of production 
and would conduct it for the benefit of the workers. They are, 
to use Henri Bergson’s or Belfort Bax’s phraseology, ahgicdl. 

Owen did not understand this point of view. His system was 
the product of rationalist logic. It rested, moreover, on the 
idea of the sohdarity and co-operation of Capital and Labour. 
His remedy and his aim were in point of fact the reconstruction 
of society. 

Convinced of the absolute truth of his views, and buoyed up 
by the conviction that absolute truth is irresistible, when 
uttered at the right time distinctly and resolutely, Owen com- 
municated his plan to the leaders of the workers. He found 
the relatively highest degree of understandmg to exist among the 
operative builders, who at that time formed one of the most 
powerful organisations. This was no mere chance. The builders 
suffered greatly at the hands of middlemen, contractors, and sub- 
contractors, who mtervened between the employers and the 
workers, and derived their profit entirely at the expense of the 
working man. Down with the middlemen and the con- 
tractors ” was the watchword of the operative bmlders Why 
should profit-hunters push their way in between the producer 
and the consumer so as to dimmish the just wages of the 
workers ^ We, the workers, said the operative builders, could just 
as well make the contract so as to receive the full amount of pay 
for our work 

These ideas and precepts were closely allied to Owenism. 
Owen’s economic doctrine for the major part laid stress upon the 
parasitic nature of the middle man, upon the necessity of dose 
relations between producer and consumer, and finally he con- 
sidered that the actual solution of the social problem consisted 
in the producers, taking over the management of production.^ 

As soon as Owen received information of this state of things 

1 Pioneer y September 7, 1833. C/. Character of Trades Untons y 
1834, P* 45 - 
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from his adherents he entered into communication with the 
builders' organisations The leaders called a conference, which 
met m Manchester in the last week of September, 1831. No less 
than 500 delegates were present, and after long discussions 
Owen's plans for labour exchanges and co-operative societies 
were adopted^ Owen, however, remained m ignorance of the 
fact that the workers still adhered to their policy of class-war. 

Three weeks after the conference of the operative builders they 
started a weekly, The Pioneer ; its motto, “ The day of our 
redemption draweth nigh " Its editor was James Morrison, a 
young, self-taught operative builder, who began with Owenism 
and ended with syndicalism. Beyond all doubt Morrison must 
be regarded as the originator of the syndicalist conception of 
class-antagonism on the part of the working-classes. Little is 
known of his life. He came from Birmingham, but was of 
Scottish descent. In 1832 he was active in the workers' move- 
ment and after two years of intense intellectual work he died, 
owmg to overwork and poverty, at the end of September, 1835, 
m Manchester. His wife continued to work for a long time 
afterwards as a socialist agitator in Salford.^ His friend and 
intellectual companion, James E. Smith (1801-1857), ^ was 
more fortunate. Smith came of a family of weavers ; he was a 
mystic, a theologian with broad views, and a metaphysician, and 
came to London from Glasgow in September, 1832. He became 
converted to Owenism, gave lectures in the Owenite Institute, and 
became editor of the Cnsis, Smith was an original thinker. 
His main line of thought was mysticism and opposition to dog- 
ma. His mind was extremely active but somewhat lacking in 
stability, and was susceptible to all heterodox theories. The 
tenets of sociahsm soon captivated him, at least for some time, 
so long as they presented him with fresh problems and roused his 
incessant search after truth. He exercised a great influence 
as a speaker in the Owenite community in 1833 and 1834 on 
account of his philosophical culture, his remarkable power of 

^ Crists, October 12, 1833 

* Holyoake, History of Co-operation, 1S75, I. 211. 

• W A. Smith, Life of J, E Smith, London, 1892. 
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oratory and his artistic style. He soon exhausted Owemsm 
and pursued his search in other directions He met Morrison, 
who, in his capacity of editor of the Pioneer, frequented the same 
printing-office. Smith became fascinated with the syndicalist 
ideas of the young operative builder, and gave them definite 
shape in his lectures and leading articles. Momson and Smith, 
therefore, gradually withdrew from orthodox Owenism, and in 
1834 became actively opposed to Owen. Smith then became a 
follower of Saint-Simon, subsequently of Founer, and finished as 
an ordinary journalist ; but to the very end he retained an 
attitude hostile to parliament, and fnendly towards trades 
unionism. Indeed, his belief m the efficacy of trades unions 
was one of the few positive ideas which this restless spirit was 
able to assimilate. His philosophical and historical writings 
show clearly traces of Schelling*s influence. Smith evidently 
believed in a theory of evolution, tinged with mysticism. Up 
to the present time httle was known of this man’s activity 
in the co-operative and syndicalist period. His biographer 
accumulated a mass of material which concealed rather than 
revealed this activity. 

The first duty of the editor of the Pioneer was to comment 
upon the great conference at Manchester . 

Our Union Bark is once more safely out at sea. She has 
proudly triumphed over the troubled' waters. . . . The 
new arrangements are likely to insure the permanent prosperity 
of the Union. W'e are not permitted to go into detail, but from 
what we have seen of the regulations, we believe they will produce 
an immediate effect on the district lodges. The builders’ parlia- 
ment have had a long session, but we hope the result of their 
labours will give satisfaction to the whole of their constituents. 
There has never been a period when the working classes were so 
intent on bettering their condition, and the silent progress they 
are making in legislation will secure them from ever being 
gulled with the party politics of the old school. . . . We 
are in earnest in saying that the builders have initiated the task 
of the emancipation of the world.’" 

The chief result of the conference seems to have been the 
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unanimous resolution that the operative builders should form a 
co-operative body in order to "render the employer super- 
fluous,"^ 

In the second week of October, 1833, a Congress was held 
in London of delegates of co-operative societies and trades 
unions in order to discuss the question of amalgamation. On 
the evening before the congress a mass meeting took place at 
Charlotte Street, where Owen was the pnncipal speaker and 
discussed the relations between socialism and trades unionism. 
According to the mformation he had obtained during his tour 
of propaganda the workers would be won over within six months' 
time to the great truths of co-operation. He added : " I will 
only briefly sketch the outlines of the great revolution in 
preparation, which will come upon society like a thief in the 
night."2 

Everything was to be consummated without strife or violence : 
the umons would be transformed into co-operative societies, and 
would combine into associations to exchange goods reciprocally 
by means of labour exchanges. A general congress, to sit in 
London, was to take the place of parliament and to regulate the 
production of the whole country. 

A great part of the time of the congress was taken up with 
reports. The main task, viz. the amalgamation of the co- 
operative societies and trades unions, was dehberated with closed 
doors. The congress must have made a very favourable im- 
pression upon all who visited or participated in it. Even the 

^Pioneer, October 5, 1833 

* It may not be without some interest to compare this theory of 
sudden development m sociology with the analogous theory in 
biology. Just eight days before this speech of Owen's the Cnsts 
printed a report by the Owemte and geologist, W. D Saull, on the 
progressive development of man from the animal world, Saull 
had spoken on this subject in meetings of working men. The Crtsts 
called it the “ Simian hypothesis,” with which it could not agree. 
The editor declared : ” Man, it is allowed, is of recent origin , and 
as IS also evident that he has come suddenly mto existence , and 
this suddenness of appearance is rather a formidable argument 
against the supposition that Nature gradually converts one species 
Df animals into another ” {Cnsts, September 28, 1833). 
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Poor Man's Guardian (October 19, 1832), was full of praise and 
admiration for the proceedings 

“ A spirit of combination has grown up among the working 
classes, of which there has been no example in former times. 
A grand national organisation, which promises to embody the 
physical power of the country, is silently, but rapidly pro- 
gressing ; and the object of it is the sublimes! that can be con- 
ceived, namely — ^to establish for the productive classes a com- 
plete dominion over the fruits of their own industry. Hereto- 
fore, these classes have wasted their strength in frmtless squabbles 
with their employers, or with one another. They have never 
sought any grand object, nor have they been united for those 
they sought. To obtain some paltry rise, or prevent some 
paltry reduction in wages, has been the general aim of their 
turn-outs ; and the best result of their best combinations, even 
when successful, was merely to secure their members against 
actual want in the day of sickness, or of superannuation. These 
and the like objects were only worthy of slaves ; they did not 
stnke at the root of the evil ; they did not aim at any radical 
change ; their tendency was not to alter the system, but rather 
to perpetuate it, by rendering it more tolerable ; nay, they in 
some respects only aggravate the evils of the workman's condi- 
tion, as for instance, in benefit societies, of which the tendency is 
to pinch the bellies and backs of the contnbutors to the fund, in 
order to save the poor-rates, that is to say, the pockets of the 
affluent classes, from the just claims of broken-down industry. 

. . . But far different from the paltry objects of all former 
combinations is that now aimed at by the congress of delegates. 
Their reports show that an entire change in society — change 
amounting to a complete subversion of the existing ' order of the 
world ' — ^is contemplated by the working classes. They aspire 
to be at the top instead of at the bottom of society — or rather 
that there should be no bottom or top at all 1 " 

Morrison exclaimed : “ Well, brothers, we have now macadam- 
ized the road to success, or rather, we have laid a railroad to pros- 
perity. . . . The crisis of our condition is at hand — dose upon 
us. The contest affects all alike ; and woe unto the man who 
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deserts his post. The question to be decided is, Shall Labour 
or Capital be uppermost ^ 

The delegates and agitators returned to their districts or 
started on missionary tours . the committees of the trades 
unions sent out circulars and the secretaries and organisers set 
about the task of realising the plan which had been drawn up m 
London. At the present day it is difficult to realise exactly 
what took place at this juncture. The trades unions experienced 
a growth that was more rapid and comprehensive than any before 
or since. Battalions of trades unionists seemed to rise out of the 
ground ; the spirit of redemption swept through the working 
classes and intoxicated them with boundless hopes In Novem- 
ber, 1833, as many as 800,000 workers are said to have been 
organised, 2 and the continual additions to the organisations 
showed no signs of decrease The boundless hopes at one pole 
of society were counterbalanced by excessive apprehension at 
the other pole, viz among employers and all who were inter- 
ested in capital. The centres of industry, trade, and commerce 
became transformed into hostile camps. Class-w^ar raged from 
south to north, and from east to west. Strikes, lock-outs, 
coercion of the men to join the trades unions or to leave them, 
were all in the order of the day. The part played by the agita- 
tion for the Reform Bill m 1831 and 1832 was now transferred 
to the struggle for and against the trades unions. The excite- 
ment was even greater than before, since it concerned no longer 
a political, but a social revolution. 

The vigour with which such large numbers of operatives threw 
themselves into the cause of class-war filled their friends partly 
with enthusiasm, partly with dread, but it only inspired their 
enemies with fear and hatred The whole press of the kingdom 
busied itself with the question and took up various attitudes to 
the trades unions according to their interests in class or party. 
The Whig newspapers poured the vials of their wrath upon the 
class they had hitherto despised ; the papers of the radical 
middle class were fairly friendly but expressed the wish that 
the operatives should not disdain politics ; the Tory press called 

^Ptoneer, October 12, 1833. * Cnsts, October i?, 1833. 
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for the police and the public prosecutor or else they tempted the 
operatives to join their cause so as to lead them against the Whig 
government ^ 

In this atmosphere charged with enthusiasm the operatives 
adopted Benbow's plan of a general stnke. On October 5, 
1833, a resolution to this effect was passed in a large meeting of 
Glasgow operatives. The idea of a general stake was the subject 
of much discussion : — 

There will not be insurrection ; it will simply be passive 
resistance. The men may remain at leisure , there is, and can be, 
no law to compel them to work against their will They may 
walk the streets or fields with their arms folded, they will wear 
no swords, carry no muskets ; they will present no multitude for 
the Riot Act to disperse. They merely abstam„ when their funds 
are sufficient, from going to work for one week or one month ; 
and what happens m consquence ^ Bills are dishonoured, the 
Gazette teems with bankruptcies, capital is destroyed, the revenue 
fails, the system of government falls mto confusion, and every 
hnk in the chain which binds society together is broken in a 
moment by this inert conspiracy of the poor against the rich/' ^ 

A journeyman shoemaker writes at this time to the Poor 
Man*s Guardian * — 

If organisation goes on like that there will soon be no more 
than two classes : non-producers and producers — the first will 
no longer be permitted to revel in wealth, for by law of nature and 
common justice wealth and power belong only to those who 
produce it/' ^ 

The idea of class-war finds its clearest expression in an anony- 
mous letter to the Poor Man's Guardian of August 30, 1834 • — 

“ The battle of labour against capital is not to be fought with 
guns and swords ; the capitalists themselves do not go into the 
fight ; they send ignorant labourers against enlightened labourers. 

1 Tati's Edinburgh Magazine, January, 1834, p 389 , CobbeU's 
Pohiioal Register, December 7, 1833 , Newcastle Press, December 21, 
1833 , Times, November 4, 1833 

•Glasgow Liberator {Trades Union Gazette), February t, 1834. 

* Poor Man's Guardian, November 2, 1833. 
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The people's press must be the chief weapon ot our warfare. 
When the labourer knows his wrongs, the death-knell of the 
capitalist has been sounded. In order to work out the salvation 
of the working classes I would recommend that strikes should be 
repeated as often as possible, especially against employers who 
stand forth most prominently as the enemies of labour The 
men cannot lose by a stnke, for the work wanted must be done at 
some future time ; and the men ought to exercise their power of 
annoyance against their enemies by choosing their own time for 
doing the work. The great advantage of a stnke is that it in- 
creases the ennuty between labourers and capitalists, and compels 
workmen to reflect and investigate the causes of their sufferings. 
There are thousands of labourers in England who go on from 
year to year in perfect contentment with masters who allow 
them a bare subsistence in exchange for their incessant toil 
A stnke of a week's duration among such labourers would make 
them ask the question by what laws they were compelled to toil 
and to starve in order that their masters may idle and roll in 
wealth. The fruit of such reflections would be a violent hostihty 
against the capitalist class ; and the new converts would be pre- 
pared to second the efforts of emancipation made by labourers 
in other quarters of England. Such a movement would inspire 
the capitalists with fear and would make them yield.” 

-AU this has a remarkably modem sound In general, ever 
since 1833, the whole phraseology is modem. The terms social 
democrat, trades unionism, strike, general strike, bourgeoisie and 
proletariat, politics and anti-pohtics, class-warfare and solidarity 
of classes, etc , have been in general use ever since that period. 
Occasionally, and especially in reading the Poor Man's Guar Man 
and the Pioneer, it is possible to imagine one's self transferred to 
the present day. 

As soon as organised workers entered into the socialist agitation 
it ceased to be an Owenite sect and became a great movement of 
the working classes. Owing to special circumstances, it shunned 
parliamentary action for the time being and staked everything 
upon the direct action of trades unions 

Owen was horrified to see the masses abandoning his aims 
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and his pohcy. The spirits which he had helped to call up from 
the deep began to refuse obedience. He therefore redoubled his 
exertions to prove that the redemption of the country could only 
be obtained by the united action of the operatives and the 
propertied classes. He urged that capital was also a producer 
and that it deserved to receive fnendly overtures from the 
operatives instead of meeting with hostility.^ Alarmed at the 
rapid revolutionary growth of the trades unions, Owen, on the 
suggestion of John Fielden, founded the “ National Regeneration 
Society” at a meeting in Manchester on November 25, 1833. 
Its object was to introduce an eight-hour day on March i, 1834, 
by the joint action of the employers and the operatives. But 
the trades unions believed that the general strike would com- 
mence on March i in order to wr^t the eight-hour day from the 
manufacturers. Owen soon began to throw the whole blame 
upon Morrison and Smith, and considered that he whole state 
of confusion was to be ascribed to their machinations and class- 
war policy. The incompatibility between peaceful socialism 
and fighting S3mdicalism, hitherto hidden and unrecognised, 
began to make itself noticeable from about the end of 1833 
Morrison and Smith had now to fight on two fronts, against 
Owen and his adherents on the one hand, and against the par- 
liamentary sociahsts on the other hand. Smith considered 
Owen's mfluence on the trades imions to be pernicious,® and 
Morrison lost all respect for Owen.® 

Owen's authority was, however, stiU considerable among the 
masses and many of their leaders. S3mdicalist ideas were still 
of so recent growth and were known to so few of the working 
classes that Momson and Smith were unable to achieve any 
success in opposition to Owen, for when the conflict came to a head 
Owen secured the dismissal of both {June, 1834) f They, mean- 
while, found greater opportunities and a more favourable scene of 
action in their polemics against the parliamentary socialists, who 
were headed by O'Brien, the editor of the Poor Man's Guardian, 

^ Crists, December 7, 1833, January ii, 1834. 

* W. A. Smith, Ltfe of J. E, Smith, p. 104. 

* Pioneer, January 25, 1834. 
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3^ — CONTROVERSIES BETWEEN SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AND 
SYNDICALISTS 

J E. Smith, pnor to his conflict with Owen, declared in 
his lecture of August 25, 1833, that parhamentary politics could 
not suffice for the people either from an intellectual or practical 
point of view, since they furnished no opportunity for action. 
The political unions merel}^ developed a power of eloquence in 
their members and the drafting of useless resolutions The 
main point is economic action : 

** Pohtics must gradually change as the working men rise into 
importance , and the operatives will then soon discover that, by 
looking exclusively to their own affairs, they will control the 
movements of the government, as a rudder controls the move- 
ments of the vessel to which it belongs 

Smith had in his mind's eye both co-operative societies and 
trades unions After the congresses of the working classes in 
September (Manchester) and October (London), anti-parha- 
mentarism assumed a purely syndicalist character both for 
Smith and for Morrison who m the meantime had become the 
editor of the Pioneer, The Cnsis and the Pioneer became the 
organs of the intelligent se^ion of the proletariat, whilst the 
Poor Man's Guardian lost its old prestige. O’Brien protested as 
follows : — 

In viewing the struggle which is now in progress between 
labour and capital there is one circumstance which fills us with 
astonishment and regret — ^we mean the disposition of the chief 
leaders of the workmen to disconnect their cause altogether from 
politics. This is the most futile and ill-judged proceeding that 
can be conceived. They see that if the workmen combine against 
the employers, the soldiers are called in By whom are the 
troops paid ? By the people I Who commands the troops 
The Government * And in the composition of the Cabinet, ]ust 
as m the making of the whole machinery of the State, the people 
have no share. Universal suffrage would place^the magistracy 
and Parliament and consequently the disposal of the mihtary 
^Cnsts, August 31, 1833. 
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and police forces in the hands of the entire body of the people# 
the workmen as well as employers. The Parliament being thus 
the representative of the whole, and the magistracy its principal 
executive, no particular part would receive more than its due 
share of protection. The present objects of the Trades Unions 
can never be attained under the existmg Government. . . . 

Universal suffrage does not signify meddhngwith pohtics, but the 
role of the people in the State and municipality, a Government 
therefore in favour of the working men. What seek the Trades 
Unions ? Increase of wages and a diminution of the hours of 
labour; that is to say, to work less, and to get more for it — ^in other 
words, to produce less wealth, and to enjoy a larger portion of %L 
Who does not see that this is to attack ' property ? ' But do 
we find fault with this ? Far from it ! To attack ' property ’ 
is to attack robbery But the question is, how are we to 
attack the capitalist in the safest and most expeditious manner ? 
We cannot attack him by law, for he holds the ' law ' in his own 
hands How are we to attack him then ? We say, in the way 
of the Trades Unions, provided only that they add Universal 
Suffrage to their present avowed objects ^ 

These polemical statements were regarded by trades unionists 
as an attack upon trades unionism The Poor Man's Guardian 
was treated by the workers as obnoxious and O'Bnen was stig- 
matised as their opponent. An ordinar^^ working man answered 
him {Poor Man's Guardian, December 28, 1833). 

“ Your remarks on the trades unions show lack of knowledge 
of trades unionism. The working people have found that 
political unions have not as yet been able to produce anything 
but the Humbug Bill, nor do they think they will ever be able to 
do anything. There are men mixed up with these unions whose 
interest it is to hinder the working man from enjoying the fruits 
of his labour. They are of opnion that in unions where all sorts 
of people are mixed up there never will be one united opinion or 
determination to do any real good A remark has fallen from 
you last week tMA the workman in asking for higher wages and 
shorter labour time was attacking property. Now the trades 
1 Poor Man's Guardian, December 7 and 21, 1833. 
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tinions do not seek to produce less wealth, but to equalise it by 
giving employment to the unemployed and full employment to 
the partially employed. Now I ask you, will this produce less 
wealth ^ With regard to the attack on property, I would ask 
whose property is it but the producers ^ And consequently 
why should he have no right to take his own ? Also the whole 
talk about capitahsts giving higher wages is nonsense. They 
never did and never will. What the working men mean by 
getting better wages is to enjoy the produce of their labour.*' 

This was the opinion of ordinary working men in 1833. It 
was not difficult for O’Bnen to show that he too was in essential 
agreement with these objections, but that '' the natural claim of 
the working man to the product of his work must be recognised 
by the artificial law of'the State," and this could only be effected 
by the help of universal suffrage. But at that time the working 
men of the trades unions were so permeated with distrust of the 
State and so full of the consciousness of their power and of 
faith in their own organisations that they treated every reference 
to the necessity of seizing political power as a depreciation of 
trades unionism. Both sections of thought ceased to understand 
each other, as if they had suddenly begun to speak two different 
languages. Such expressions as government, universal suffrage, 
self-government received different meanings. The parliamentary 
party referred these terms to political institutions, the syndicalists 
applied them to trades-imionist organisations. The former 
desired a democratic House of Commons ; the latter strove for a 
general Labour Chamber to direct the interests of the productive 
classes and of the whole nation. The former regarded the 
electoral districts as political units, the latter found them in the 
separate trades unions. Parliamentary politics and trades- 
unionist economics diverged completely from each other. The 
Crisis wrote : — 

“ A struggle is awaitmg us, but it is a struggle in which we are 
sure to conquer. At present we are within the laws, and still 
we are making our rulers tremble. By and b^pthey will make 
new laws amd then reproach us for breaking tiiem. ShaH we 
consider it our duty tamely to submit to any new laws which 
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may be made to check our progress to prosperity and social 
happiness ? Let them make laws for themselves if they are so 
fond of legislating. If they are so fond of imposing taxes let 
them tax one another ; but let them first ask our consent before 
they prescnbe piUs for our disease which we ourselves know much 
better how to cure. No ! The immediate consequences of any 
attempt to crush the efforts of the popular nund, at this present 
juncture, will be a most resolute determination on the part of the 
people to legislate for themselves. This will be the result. We 
shall have a real House of Commons. We have never yet had a 
House of Commons. The only House of Commons is a House 
of Trad^, and that is only just beginning to be formed. We shall 
have a new set of boroughs when the unions are organised * every 
trade shall be a borough, and every trade shall have a council of 
representatives to conduct its afiairs. Our present commoners 
know nothing of the interests of the people, and care not for 
them. They are all landholders. How can an employer repre- 
sent a workman ? There are 133,000 shoemakers in the country, 
yet not one representative have they in the House of Commons. 
According to the proportion they bear to the population they 
ought to have twenty-five representatives. The same is with 
carpenters and other trades in proportion. Such a House of 
Commons, however, is growing The elements are gathering. 
The character of the Reformed Parhament is now blasted, and 
like the character of a woman when lost, is not easily recovered. 
It will be substituted by a House of Trades."'^ 

The democratic press misunderstood the opinions of the 
Crisis and the Pioneer, and this attitude evoked the following 
reply from Morrison : — 

. The pohticai economists are so short-sighted that 
they look only to partial release, — the diminution of taxation, 
separation of Church and State, revision of pension list and such 
other milk-and-water favours ; and when they have received 
their boon, pray where are they? Is the power of private 
capital and monopoly in any wise impaired ? Is the commercial 
system paralysed ? And finally, have the working classes ob- 
^Cr%s%s, April 12, 1834. 
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tained any practical knowledge by scrutinising the measures ol 
government ? No, nothing valuable is gained. There is only 
one way of gaining them, and that is by a general association of 
the people for the purpose of initiating themselves into the 
practice of conducting those affairs m which they have some 
expenence The Unions are of all the other means the only mode 
by which universal suffrage can safely be obtained, because it is 
obtained by practice, by serving an apprenticeship. Here they 
start to manage their own affairs on a small scale before they get 
management of larger affairs. The growing power and growing 
intelligence of trades unions, when properly managed, will 
draw into its vortex all the commercial interests of the country, 
and, in so doing, it will become, by its own self-acquired import- 
ance, a most influential, we might almost say dictatorial part 
of the body pohtic When this happens we have gained all that 
we want ; we have gained universal suffrage, for if every member 
of the Union be a constituent, and the Union itself becoming a 
vital member of the State, it instantly erects itself into a House 
of Trades which must supply the place of the present House of 
Commons, and direct the industrial affairs of the country, 
according to the will of the trades which compose the associations 
of industry. This is the ascendant scale by which we arrive at 
universal suffrage. . . . With us, universal suffrage win 
begin in our lodges, extend to the general union, embrace the 
management of trade, and finally swallow up the political power.”! 

Two weeks later Smith, who contributed to the Pioneer under 
the pseudonym “ Senex,” gave expression to this idea in the 
following classic words {Pioneer, June 14, 1834) — 

" Social liberty must precede political liberty. While we 
are in a state of social slavery our rights would be exercised to the 
benefit of our tyrants, and we should be made subservient to the 
parties who work us for their purposes. No, before the horse is 
turned out to enjoy freedom m the green meadow, he must be 
unharnessed from the shafts of the wagon ; the galling rein that 
holds back his neck in the collar must be loosened, the bit must 
be taken from his mouth, and the collar itself from his shoulders ; 

! Pioneer, May 31, 1834. 
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nor will he go forth in the valley rejoicing in his strength, while 
the limber of the gear hangs over his loins and encumbers his 
feet. To say, indeed, we shall never be free until we have 
universal suffrage is saying nothing more than we never shall be 
free until we are free. . . . Our position, brethren, is not 
pohtical, and it cannot become pohtical with any benefit to 
ourselves until we have found means to obtain a greater independ- 
ent weight m society. This can only be the result of Unions/* 

At the time that Morrison and Smith wrote these articles, the 
" Grand National Consolidated Trades Union,** wath which we 
shall deal presently, had come into existence. They endeavoured 
to complete the edifice of this great organisation in a syndicalist 
sense, whilst Owen exerted himself to endue it with a co-operative 
character and a spint of national solidarity so that it should 
form the basis for a peaceful revolution of society. 

4 GSEATER UNIONISM. 

In the third week of February, 1834, f^he delegates of the 
trades unions met in London for the purpose of founding the 
“ Grand National Consolidated Trades Union.'* The proceed- 
ings took place m secret. So far as can be gathered from the 
statements m the Pioneer a number of delegates were opposed to 
centrahsation , in the same way the assumption is warranted 
that the Consohdated Union only comprised about one half of 
the organised operatives of Great Britain The committee 
appointed by the conference resolved to waive the question of a 
consolidation of the funds of the different trades unions, but to 
secure a unity of action and management, especially in the spend- 
ing of sums of money m support of members or individual unions 
who might fall victims to the relentless persecution of capitalists. 
Moreover, the committee drew up the following propositions, 
forming a kind of programme of future action : — 

** I. That as many different Trades Unions as possible do 
mutually agree under a perfect understanding with eaoh other, 
to maintain a unity of action in all their proceedings with respect 
to their general laws and government, and also with regard to 
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the levying and disposing of all funds raised for objects of 
presumed permanent utility. 

“ 2. As land is the source of the first necessaries of hfe, and as, 
without the possession of it, the producing classes will ever remain 
in a greater or less degree subservient to the money capitalists, 
and subject to the deterioration of the money value of their labour 
consequent upon the fluctuations of trade and commerce, this 
committee advise that a great effort should now be made by the 
Unions to secure such portions of it on lease as their funds will 
permit, in order that in all turn-outs the men may be employed 
in reanng the greater part, if not the whole, of their subsistence 
under the direction of practical agricultural superintendents, 
which arrangements would not have the effect of lowering the 
pnce of labour in any trade, but on the contrary would rather 
tend to increase it by drawing off the at present superfluous 
supply in manufactures. . . . 

3. The committee would, nevertheless, earnestly recommend 
in aU cases of strikes and turn-outs, where it is practicable, that 
the men be employed in the making or producing of all such 
commodities as would be in demand among their brother union- 
ists ; and that to effect this, each lodge should be provided with 
a workroom or shop in which those commodities may be manu- 
factured on account of such lodge which shall make proper 
arrangements for the supply of the necessary materials. 

4, That great advantages would accrue by the formation, 
in each district lodge, of a fund for the support of the sick and 
aged. 

“ 5. That in all cases where it be practicable, each district or 
branch lodge should establish one or more depots for provisions 
and articles in general domestic use ; by which means the work- 
mg man may be supplied with the best commodities at little 
above wholesale prices 

“ 6. That each lodge do make arrangements for furnishing the 
means of mental improvement to their members, and for the 
cultivation of good habits among them, by affording them every 
facihty for meeting together for friendly conversation, mutual 
instruction and rational amusement or recreation ; which arrange- 
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ments might be rendered in a short period infinitely more enticmg 
and agreeable than the delusive, pernicious, and dearly-bought 
gratifications sought after in the tap-room or the gm-shop. 

7. That we should offer the females among the industrious 
classes every encouragement and assistance to form themselves 
into lodges for the protection of their industry/' 

The programme was therefore a compromise between the 
Owenite and trades-unionist aims, and kept closely in view the 
object of “ freeing the working men completely from the tyranny 
of the capitalists." 

Morrison's ’Pioneer was officially adopted as the central organ 
to start with. 

Whilst the accoucheurs and nurses of the Grand Consolidated 
Union shouted for joy, the new-born babe hovered between life 
and death. The employers, the Press, and the State made every 
effort to deprive it of light and air. Lock-outs and strikes ex- 
hausted the funds of the Union, the Press demanded a stnct 
inquiry into the imion's by-laws, the law passed draconic sen- 
tences upon trades unionists. The conviction of the six Dor- 
chester labourers for swearing and administering oaths on the 
admission of members was a deterrent example/ 

The main policy of the employers was not to wait until the 
Labour forces were concentrated, but to attack at once and 
beat the separate columns of the Labour army before they 
had reached the convergmg point where the grand assault on 
property was to take place. 

The unprotected condition of the funds of the Union was 
another obstacle. Defaulting officials could embezzle money 
with impunity, and this actually happened in the case of the 
'' Grand Consolidated Trades Union," shattering the confidence 
of working men. As early as Apnl the position of the organisa- 
tion was critical. This was followed by the differences between 
Owen, Morriscm, and Smith, who were no longer able to work to- 
gether. Owen viewed ever^thmg from the standpoint of co- 
operation and sohdarity of the classes and regarded all class 
strife as pemiaous, whilst Morrison and Smith, on the other 
1 Webb. Hu$0ry of Trade Umontsm, pp, 113, seq , 1896. 
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hand, rejected all Utopian ideas and wished to utilise the in- 
strument which the working class had forged in the Consolidated 
Trades Union by wielding it as a sword to overthrow the old 
state of society and to set up labour in the place of capital. In 
June, 1834, the antagomsm between the thinkers of the working 
class could no longer be bridged over Owen stopped the 
pubhcation of the Crists in order to turn Smith out of the labour 
movement, and he induced the committee of the Consolidated 
Trades Union to disown the Pioneer, to discharge Mornson, 
and to found a new paper as the central organ. 

Owing to the secrecy of the committee's proceedings nothing 
further can be stated concerning this national confederation of 
labour When the Pioneer ceased publication the committee 
founded its own paper, i.e. The Pioneer and Official Gazette. In 
September the committee broke off all relations with Owen ^ and 
refused his request for an interview. The organisation fell to 
pieces, but even in its dissolution it has handed down an im- 
portant document of the mtense activity of thought of this 
penod It occurs in the Pioneer and Official Gazette of September 
20, 1834, the only copy extant of this newspaper The leading 
article is obviously a kind of final survey of the struggles of 1832 
to 1834, and they could not have received more suitable treat- 
ment. The article runs as follows • — 

“ Thoughts on the growing spirit of union among the labour 
holders or operative classes. — ^The spirit of union among the 
operatives of the industnous classes m the most advanced nations 
'of Europe is the manifestation of a strong natural feeling, the 
remote causes of which are of greater magnitude and of more 
senous influence on the happiness of mankind than most people 
are disposed to acknowledge. From time immemorial this 
creation moves on, and works on, with us and within us Man 
individual is at difierent times more or less actuated by the 
temporary arrangement of locahties, or by the artificial circum- 
stances that surround him ; but nature acting incessantly 
upon man species by the constant laws of assimilation which 
develop all organised substances, they consequently vary from 
^ Frank Podmore, Robert Owen, 1906, IL, 453, 
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themselves imperceptibly at each instant of time, and no sub- 
stance can rationally be said to be, since all are passing from one 
modification to another modification. The condition of society 
at any given moment must always be considered as mod2f37ing 
itself, because the human species being composed of organised 
substances, generating new ideas by the successive modification of 
tiieir nature, whilst the artificial rules of hfe (laws and regulations) 
do not undergo a corresponding gradual modification of their 
nature, man individual soon begins to feel new wants ; he finds, 
after a period, that he can no longer move in comfort and hberty 
in the same localities, under laws and regulations framed long 
since for substances and circumstances which no longer exist : 
hence it is that radical reforms in ah things artificial become 
indispensable after a certain period of time. The most important 
duty expected by reason from all rational government is 
undoubtedly that of watching the effect of the natural changes 
thus operated upon whole populations, in order that after having 
ascertained the nature of the new ideas which have actually 
created new imperative wants, the laws and regulations may be 
so modified in time as to maintam pohtical equilibrium. The 
performance of that important duty requires that rulers should 
possess three quahties most essential to sound legislation i, a 
knowledge of the age they live in ; 2, sagacity to discriminate 
nght from wrong , 3, impartiality to act with justice from a 
national point of view only. . . . 

The increasing competition between great and small masters 
has compelled some to become the unwilling petty tyrants over 
the operatives ; and the unionists appear to be equally unjust 
in compelling others not to work under a minimum of wages, 
fixed by no acknowledged authonty. But in truth no one is 
actually to blame — ^it is nature all through. It is the Creator's 
law of progress working on for the greater happiness of mankind 
through the mind and the difficulties of individuals. ... A 
new system of labour is coming mto the world. The new system 
and the struggles between the classes are positive signs of new 
social arrangements. Boards of labour or committees of industry 
must assume the place now occupied by the great masters. Such 
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arrangem^ts will gradually pave the way to community of 
property. . . 

** Meanwhile the struggle goes on and the operatives are 
suffering. But we must have patience. The spint of the age 
is an irresistible power— unions will continue ; more strikes 
and more blunders wiU succeed each other However productive 
they may be of temporary mischief and misery, better associa- 
tions shall be formed, and from the difficulties of the time the 
nation will leam. A new world will gradually unfold itself; 
the jSnancial delusions and blunders which clog and shackle 
society will become evident to every one ; a new kind of know- 
ledge and of liberty will arise and spread itself, from that single 
reason that no remedy can be found in the old, worn-out basis 
of thought and action far too narrow for the mental fecundity 
and for the mechanical powers of the age now begun 1 '' 

This was the last S5mdicalist manifesto The movement 
collapsed, dragging down with it in the dust labour exchanges, 
co-operative societies, the movement for the Eight Hour Day, 
syndicahsm, and even a great part of the Owenite Utopias and 
tenets of salvation. Among the ruins of the shattered syndicalist 
laboratory the labouring class lay in a state of exhaustion 
John Francis Bray, the author of Labour* s Wrongs (1839), 
left us a vivid picture of the doubt and disappointment of that 
time : — 

The great body of the working classes believed that their late 
trades unions would be omnipotent in effecting their deliverance 
from the dominion of the capitalist ; for a more powerful engine 
was never made use of by the producers. From there being 
many trades united together, and supporting each other, when 
one struck a blow at tyranny, that blow fell with the accumu- 
lated monetary force of the whole mass. But, whether victorious 
or defeated, the workman was alike involved m losses and ii\ 
difficulties — all his efforts for the permanent bettering of his 
condition were uneffectual — and this vast confederation was 
at length broken up and dissolved into its primitive trade 
societies. These have continued at times a desultory and unequal 
contest with capital — sometimes with partial success, but oftenet 
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with defeat and ruin. The capitalist and the employer have 
always ultimately been too strong for them ; and trades unions 
have become, amongst the enemies of the workmg class, a by- 
word of caution or contempt — a. record of the weakness of Labour 
when opposed to Capital — ^an indestructible memento of the evil 
working of the present system in regard to the two great classes 
which now compose society 

Two years of recuperation and reflection enabled the working 
classes to rise up again into activity. They were awakened and 
roused from their apathy by the intelligent section of the London 
operatives, who were parhamentary Owenites and were convinced 
more than ever of the necessity for independent parliamentary 
action. In their meetings which were held either in favour of 
the liberation of the Dorchester labourers or in favour of the 
people's press, Lovett, Hetherington, Watson, Cleave, Hartwell, 
etc., spoke on the position resulting from the events of 1830 to 
1838, and drew inferences for future guidance Their mam 
doctnnes were , an independent labour pohcy, socialist aims, 
peaceful and educational methods.^ The threads of social 
democracy which had been snapped by the events of 1833 and 
1834 were now to be taken up again. Circumstances came to their 
help ; the Municipal Reform Act (1835) which adapted the 
parhamentary franchise to the municipalities and was intended 
to put an end to the old system of cliques, was opposed by the 
Lords and led to a conflict between the two Houses This 
aroused once more the public interest in constitutional questions. 
The introduction by stages of the new Poor Law Bill incited the 
working class to political activity. The impending reduction of 
the newspaper stamp from fourpence to one penny put fresh hfe 
into the people's press At the end of 1835 the approach of 
Chartism proper was perceptible. 

» J. F. Bray, Labour* $ Wrongs, p. 100. 

» Place, MSS. 27819, pp. 24, 229, seq. 
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how written and pubhshed, 36 , 
relation between nch and poor, 
37 J government a conspiracy 
of the nch, 37 , money and 
pnde the sources of evil, 37 , 
permcious effects of enclosures, 
37 ; views on cnminology, 38 ; 
IS reform or revolution the 
remedy ? 38 , may a commumst 
enter a non-commumst govern- 
ment ? 38-9 ; origin, orgamsation 
and constitution of Utopia, 40-3 ; 
trades and occupations, 41 ; 
duty and hours of labour, 41 ; 
family hfe, 42 , cunous custom, 
42 , national defence, 42 , ap- 
preciation of learmng, 42 ; um- 
versal education, 43 ; moral 
philosophy and rehgion, 43 ; 
praise of communism, 44, 50, 85 

organ, John Minter, Chnstian 
Owemte, 126 ; on Charles iiall, 


126, 180, 184; populanser of 
Owenism, 22S, 229 ; stages of 
caviiisation, 230 ; on William 
Thompson, 228 

Momson, James, builder, onginatoi 
of syndicahst ideas, 328, life 
of, 328 , editor of Pioneer, 328 
329 , in conflict with Owen, 335 ; 
opposes parhamentary action, 
339 “ 4 <> 

Morton, Archbishop, 32 
Mun, Thomas, mercantihst, 148 
Municipal Reform Act, 347 

National defence, Sir Thomas 
More on, 42 , Wmstanley, 68 , 
Spence, 108 

National hohday. See General 
strike, Benbow, William 
National Umon of the Working 
Classes, 283 ; birthplace of Chart- 
ism, 299 , history of, 301-2 ; 
constitution of, 302-3 ; and non- 
labourers, 303 , international- 
ism, 313 , influence, 313-4 
Nature, laws of, 8-1 1 , nse of 

doctrme of, 5 ; from the Stoics 
to the Romans, 6 ; St. Paul and, 
8; in Roman law, 9; Isidore 
of Seville on, 8 ; in canon law, 
9-10 , difficulties of mterpreta- 
tion, 10 , strengthened by primi- 
tive conditions of Amenca, 10 ; 
influence of, on European thought, 
II , on English soaology, ii ; 
the schoolmen and, 12-8, 33, 34, 
51-8, 80 , destroyed by trade 
and commerce, no , revolution- 
ary influence of, 82-4 ; Bentham 
on, 104-5 , Burke, 82-4, 102-3 
Hodgskin, 105, 259, 267-70 ; 
basis of Chartism, 289, 290, See 
land Reform 

Nature, state of, 3, 4, 5, 8, 14, 15, 
27, 33) 59, 60, 61 
New Lanark, 161 ; Owen^s activity 
m, 16 1 , Mecca of reformers, 16 1 
New learning, 30. See Humanism 
Newman, Cardinal, on Coleridge 
and Southey, 273-4, 276 
Nommahsm, Enghsh, outcome of, 

31 

Norman Conquest as transition 
from naturad to avil state, 59, 
60, 61 
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Notes, Labour-Txme-, 76 

Oastler, Richard, 289 
O’Bnen, Brontenre, Chartist leader 
and miter, 285 , opposes syndi- 
calism, 336-8 

O'Connor, Feargus, Chartist leader 
and orator, ii, 291, 293 
Ogilvie, Wilham, land reformer, 
100 , life, 109 , evils of land 
monopoly, 109 ; common owner- 
ship of land among ancient 
Germans and Inshmen, no, 
laws of nature destroyed by trade 
and commerce and war, no; 
rent increases without any effort 
of landowners, ni , natural 
right of man to an equal share 
in land, ni , reform plan, in , 
combmation of communism, feud- 
ahsm and commercialism, 111-2 ; 
read by Chartists, 112 
Old age fund and pensions, Priest- 
ley on the creation of, 99 , 
Thomas Paine on, 113 
Olympus and Golgotha, 276 
Orbiston, communist colony, 211, 
216. Set Combe, Abram 
Owen, Robert, prejudices of, against 
factory system, 100, loi , char- 
acter of, 160 , hfe, 161 , insight 
into the industnal revolution, 
162 , not a democrat, 162 , 
speaks of workmg men as pro- 
ductive classes, 162 , opposed 
to class warfare, 162 ; leading 
prmciples, 163 ; error the cause 
of evil, 163 ; character of man 
formed by circumstances, 163 , 
creation of favourable circum- 
stances main task of reformers, 
163-5 * favourable circumstances 
depend on education, abundance 
of wealth and opportunity for 
useful employment, 163-5 » 
vocates factory legislation, 166-8 , 
prophecy on decrease of British 
foreign trade, 168 , problem of 
unemployment, 168; rapid in- 
crease of machinery cause of 
unemployment, 169 ; manual 
labour defeated by mechanical 
mventions, 169-70; control of 
machinery by the people con- 
stitutes the remedy, 170-1 , turn- 


ing-point of his hie, 171 , de- 
nounces erroneous teachings of 
churches, 171 ; “ Parallelo- 

grams " or community villages, 
1 71, 172 , addresses the worlnng 
men to cease class warfare, 172 , 
reform of currency as a means 
to social reform, 174-5 ; human 
labour to be the standard of 
value, 176 , would facihtate 
exchanges and cause consumption 
to keep pace with production, 
176-7 , Owenite school divides 
into communists and currency 
reformers, 1 77-8 , relation to 
Attwood’s currency reform, 178 , 
to Charles Founer, 178; sum- 
mary of Owen's social system, 
178-180 , experiments in 
Amenca, 180, 141, 142, 159, 
failure of " Harmony," 180-1 ; 
his first adherents, 180, 200, 206, 
210, 212, 216, 218, 220, 228, 
229, 241 , opposes parhamentary 
action, 286, 321, 322 , estabhshes 
labour exchanges, 322-3 ; pro- 
pagates his views among trade 
unionists, 325-6 , successes, 330- 
I , displeased with syndicalist 
action, 334-5 ; in conflict with 
syndicalist leaders, 315, 343-4 

Owemsm, orthodox, 184 , and 
labour, 184-5 , divisions of, 
188, 299-300 

Oxford, humanism and, 30 

Oxford movement, 273-4 

Oxford, peasants’ revolt and, 21 


Paine, Thomas, social reformer, 
10, agrarian laws, 112, based 
on Locke, 112, division of 
society into classes is the effect 
of civil laws as opposed to 
natural laws, 112 , natural state 
free from extremes of wealth and 
misery, 112 , but lacked science, 
arts, agriculture and manu- 
facture, 1 12, to the advantages 
of civihsation must be added 
those of natural state, 113, 
social reform by taxation of 
land and capital, 113 , origin of 
government and society, iib, 
127 
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Paley, Archdeacon, ii. So ; parable 
of the pigeons, go-i ; justification 
of property, 91 

Pantisocracy, plan of Coleridge 
and Southey for establishing a 
communist colony, 12 1-2 
Paradox, a natural law pamphlet, 
54 

Parliament, labour majonty and# 
304^ 305, 338, 339 
Parliament, reformed, 318; social 
reforms of, 318-20 1 

Parliamentansm, futility of, 236, ' 
239, 240, 241, 339, 341 » effect 
on capitalist and labour mem- 
bers, 261 

Peasantry, English, in the r4th 
century, 29 

Peasants' revolt, 19-22, 29, 30 
Peel, Sir Robert, and currency 
reform (1819), 100 
Peterloo, 99, 139, 142, 154 
Petty, Sir Wilham, on^aator of 
labour value theory, 80 ; ex- 
plains his theory, 190-2 ; attitude 
of, towards labour of independent 
tradespeople and propertyless 
wage workers respectively, 191-2 , 
former productive, 191 , hitter 
unproductive, 192 
Piers Ploughman, 21, 46 
Pioneer, trade union weekly, 287 
Place, Francis, vii, 125, 171, 172, 
259, 260 

Plato, 21, 25, 32, 39, 85 
Plockhoy (or Plockboy), Peter 
Comehus van Zunk-Zee, Dutch 
reformer, 74 , bases social re- 
form on co-operative trading 
compames, 74 

Political Union, Birmmgham, 295-7 
Pohtics subordinate to economics 
See Economics 

Poor Laws, 47, 80 ; based on 
law of nature, 105, 147, 168, 170 , 
new (1834) effect of, on labour 
movement, 319, 320, 347 
Poor Man*s Guardian, revolutionary 
social-democratic organ, 285 
Pope, Alexander, Essay on Man, 
80, 81, 187 

Population, theory of, 79, 86-7, 
100, 1 18, 1 19, 140, 150 , excess 
of, 231 ; cause of pauperism, 
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232; influence of wealth and 
inventions on, 253, 267 
Poverty, contest about, 13; evange- 
hcal, I4, x6 ; use and benefit of, 
145 ; causes of, 38, 63, 80, 90, 
133, 1^2, 169, 254-5, 308, 309 ; 
remedy (see Communism, Co- 
operation, Owen, Robert, Bray, 
J. F, Gray, John, Land Re- 
formers) 

Pnestley, Dr , on old age and sick- 
ness fund for labour, 99 
Profit, source and injustice of, 128, 
214, 246, 254, 255, 262 
Property, pnvate, ongin of evil, 5 ; 
Stoic protest against, 5 ; Church 
Fathers on, 7 ; canon law, 10 ; 
S. Thomas Aquinas, 14 ; necess- 
ary for social peace, 14 ; Alex- 
ander of Hales, 16 ; corruption of 
man's heart rendered pnvate 
property a necessity, 16, S. 
Augustine and Duns Scotus, 16 ; 
civil government estabhshed pro- 
perty, 16-7 , William of Ockham, 
17 , pnvate property result of 
social contract, 18; Wychffe’s 
theory of, 24 , sinful ongin of, 
24; Bishop Latimer on lawful- 
ness of, 46 ; Hobbes defines it, 
55 , property created by cml 
government, 55 ; Locke justifies 
it, 57 , Smith and Ricardo hold 
it supenor to any other system, 
89, 148 , Blackstone and Paley 
on, 87-8, 90-1 ; Bentham on, 
104, 124 , commumst criticism 
of, 39, 44» 231, 254, 260-70; 
natural and artificial property, 
•254, 267, 269 , London artizans 
on, 279 

Prosperity, social reform sdgn of, 
250 

Ravenstone, Piercy, 100 , probably 
a pseudonym, 251 , ideal of, 
251 ; on the effects of economic 
revolution, 252 , character of 
capitahst society, 252 ; inter- 
relation between productivity of 
labour and increase of popula- 
tion, 253 , increase of popula- 
I tion a beneficial factor, 233 , 
leads to inventions and wealth, 
253 ; on causes of poverty, 254- 
I 5 , adherent of Locke, 254 , source 
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of rent and profit, 255 , the rich as 
legislators, 256 , capital a meta- 
physical concept, 256 , emigra- 
tion of capital — an empty threat, 
256 , contest between capital 
and labour, 256-7 ; commu- 
ism no remedy, 257-8 ; but a 
nation of independent producers 
and workers, 258 , parliament- 
ary action of labour a necess- 
ity, 258 , social changes in- 
dispensable, 258 ; enemies of 
timely reform are often the 
greatest innovators, 258 
Reahsm and Nominalism, 31 
Reason, handmaid of faith, 31 ; 
legitimate help of man, 31-2 ; 
and faith, 31, 62-3 , adored as 
deity, 50 , as Creator, 62-3 
Reform or revolution, 38 , futihty 
of reform, 39, 239-41, 264-5 
Reform Bill (1832), 286, 295, 306 ; 
cnticism of, 307-10 , defended, 
313 , satinsed, 320 
Reformation, 48 

Rent, rapid rise of, 129 ; theory of, 
150-1, 152, 154, 254 , idle man's 
share m labouring man's earn- 
ing, 255, 262 

Revenue rising and poverty in- 
creasing, 245 

Revolution, economic, 91 , pro- 
duced by inventions, 95 , Words- 
worth on, 91 , Erasmus Darwin 
and Sir Walter Scott on, 96, 97 , 
disturbing social effects, 97-8 , 
aggravated by Napoleonic Wars, 
99-100 ; accumulated effects on 
currency, 100 , problems arising 
from, 101-6, 133-4, 169-70, 252 
Revolution, French, 98, 99, loi, 
103, 271 

Ricardo, David, 58, 102, 142, 147 ; 
not abstract, 147 ; interprets 
period of economic revolution, 
147 , distnbution the mam prob- 
lem dealt with by, 148 , sacred- 
ness of property, 148; capital 
the creator of avilLsation, 148, 
150 , labour its instrument, 148 ; 
interests of both are harmonious, 
148 ; except in relation to 
machinery, 149 ; irreconcilable 
opposition of capital and landed 
interests, 149 , law of exchange- 


value governs economics, 149 ; 
labour foundation of value, 149 ; 
margmal labour measure of 
value, I49-5C> , value and riches 
not identical, 149 , rent, theory 
of, 150 , arises under pnvate 
property from land bemg limited 
in quantity and variable in 
quahty, 150 , marginal land de- 
termines rent, 15 1 , theory of 
marginal labour and land not 
followed up, 15 1 j wages, theory 
of, 15 1 ; not the price of the 
produce of labour, 15 1 ; but 
compensation for expenditure 
of physiological labourpower, 
15 1 , according to standard of 
cmhsation, 151 : In progressive 
countnes wages tend to rise, 

151 , rent the same tendency, 

152 , exchange- value or natural 
pace shows the opposite ten- 
dency, 152 ; rent and wages nse 
and profits fall, 153 ; wages and 
profit vary directly, 1 52 ; wages 
and profit swallowed up by rent, 
152 ; struggle of capital there- 
for© severe, 152 ; and aggravated 
by Com Laws, 152 , efiects of 
these theones on political move- 
ments, 154-5 J socialist deduc- 
tions from Ricardian theones, 
155, 188-99 

Rich and poor, 37, 89, 240. See 
Capital and labour 
Richardson's novels, 80 
Rights, natural, or of man, 58, 112, 
See Nature, laws of 
Robespierre, destroys halo of Rous- 
seau, 103 

Roman law and natural law, 6 
Romanticism, 103, 271-2 
Rotunda, meeting place of London 
Radical and revolutionists, 300 
Rousseau, J. J , loi, 103 , and 
Locke, 1 13 

Russell, Lord John, 295 


Sacred week, sacred month. See 
General strike 
Sahagun, traveller, 10 
S. Augustme, commumstic influ- 
ence on natural law, 9 , theory of 
property, 16 ; on fratricidal ongm 
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®f empire, 23 ; influence on 
Sir Thomas More, 32 
S, C3rpnan, on commumsm, 6 
S. Francis of Assisi, on poverty, 13 
S Isidore of Se\nlle,*on commumsm 
and equality in natural law, 9, 
10, 15, 17 

S John Chrysostom, on commun- 
ism in the pnmitive Church, 7 
S. Paul, on natural law, 8 
S Thomas Aquinas, on origin of 
property, 14 ; on charity, 14-5 
Saturn, reign of, Vergil on, 3 
Savigny, 103 

Schelling’'s philosophy, and Eras- 
mus Darwin, 271 ; assumes 
mystical appearance, 271 ; in- 
fluence on Coleridge, 272 , on 
J. E. Smith, 329 

Science, rise of, 48 ; and production 
of wealth, 50. See Inventions, 
machinery 

Scotland, economic changes m, 97 , 
home of land reformers, 97 ; 
agitation in, 104, 139-40 
Scott, Sir Walter, importance of his 
Waverley, 97 ; his mediaevahsm, 
103-4 i radical and trade 
uniomst agitation, 139 
Selden, Join, on private and 
common property, 54 
Seneca, on primitive communism, 
4, 21 

Shakespeare, on communism, 30, 

47 

Shelley, Percy Bysshe, poet of 
labour and communism, 103, 


142, 155 

Simian hypothesis (evolutionism), 
275» 2S7, 330 
Six Acts, 139 

Smith, Adam, 5 i >58 5 on popula- 
tion, 79 , justification of private 
property, 80, 88-90; on natural 
recompense of labour, 102 , op- 
position of interests of capital 
and labour, 15, 127, 182; on 
labour value, 193 » on produc- 
tivity of capital, 194, on pur- 
pose of civil government, 194 
Smith, James E , co-founder of 
syndicahsm, 32S-9 * conflict 
with Owen, 335 ; defines econo- 
mic action, 336 
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Social Democrats, controversy with 
S3mdicalists, 336-41 
Social Toryism, 271-8 
Socialism, 102 ; modem rise of, 
182 , psychology of, 182 ; mam 
diflSiculty, 220 

Sociahst, origin of term, 1S5-7 
Sociahsts, and Ricardian Theories, 
154, 155 ; and Chartists, 281-2 
Songs, IDiggers, 63-5 ; of the Lud- 
dites, 135 , of labour, 1 55 
Southey, Robert, anti-capitahst 
prejudices of, 100 ; revolution- 
ary enthusiasm, loi, 114, 120; 
communist drama, 12 1 ; plan of 
a pantisocratic colony, 121-2 ; 
turns a Tory- Democratic and 
Christian social reformer, 122-3 » 
on factory system, 133-4; 

Owen, 172-3 ; close observer of 
co-operative movement, 206 ; 
imaginary conversations with Sir 
Thomas More on capitalism, 275 ; 
destructive spirit of the age, 276 ; 
agamst Liberahsm, 277 , social 
eflects of Reformation, 277 ; 
factory system a wen, 277, it 
produced anarchy and instabihty, 
278; pregnant with revolution, 
133-4 i character of Middle Ages 
and modem times, 278-9 
' Spa Fields, 141 

Spence, Thomas, land reformer, 
10 1 ; onginator of single tax 
reform, 106 ; life, 106 ; lecture 
in Newcastle Philosoplbcal So- 
ciety (1775), land as necessary 
as hght, air, and water, 107 , 
property in l^d could not have 
originated from social contract, 
107 ; nor from personal labour, 
108 ; it is usurpation, 108 ; the 
sovereign people should transfer 
the land to the parishes, 108 ; 
and let holdings to the panshion- 
ers on moderate rental, 108 , 
this rental to form the only tax, 
108 ; to defray expenditure of 
civil administration, 109 , advo- 
cates female suffrage, 108 , 
Francis Place on, 109 
Spenceans, 99, 140 
Spenser, on communism, 46-7 . 

Statues of Merton and Westminster, 
19, statute of labourers, 19 
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Stoa, philosophy of, 5 
Stock Exchange, 250, 251 
Strikes, concentration of industnal 
capital leads to, 137-8 , and to 
class warfare, 334 

Suffrage, universal, and labour, 
124, 136, 257-8, 286 ; and taxa- 
tion, 298 , and women, 108, 228 
Syndicalism, or revolutionary trade 
unionism, 286 , onginated m 
1835, 286; its organs, 287, 
relation to Owenism, 321 ; con- 
flicting methods and aims, 321, 
326-7 , opposed to social 
democracy, 336-41 ; anti-parlia- 
mentary, 336, 338, 339, 341 , 

successfully fought by capital, 
343 , last syndicahst manifesto 
(1834), 344-6 , Bray on failure 
of, 346-7 

Tacitus, on the Germanic tnbes, 4 
Tax, smgle, 106, 108 
Taxation, reform of, 113, 239, 254 , 
does it concern labour ? 23, 

264, 307, 308 ; and universal 
sufeage, 298 

Tertulhan, on communism, 7 
Textile operatives, and class war- 
fare, 137-8 , pioneers of factory 
legislation, 138, 168 
Thelwall, John, radical orator, 
101, 123, 124-5 

Thistlewood, Arthur, 140, 141, 142 
Thompson, William, 180, 184 , 

adherent of Bentham and Owen, 
2 1 8-9, abandons Bentham, in- 
quires into the natural laws of 
distribution, 220 , security of 
property and equality of distri- 
bution, 221 ; exactions of capital 
from labour, 221-2 ; ]ust reward 
of labour and capital respect- 
ively, 222-3 > inequahty and 
unhappiness, 224 , remedy, 22 5 , 
attitude towards trade unionism, 
225-6 ; differs from Hodgskm, 
225, 267 , conversion of trade 
umons into co-operative-socialist 
soaeties, 226-7 » views on un- 
employment, 227-8 ; remedy, 
228 ; woman suffrage, 228 , 
Morgan on, 228 

Tory democracy, ongin of, 122-3, 
271-8 


Trade unions, mission of, 225 ; 
centres of social thought, 226 , 
conversion mto sociahst co- 
operative societies, 226-7, 325-6, 
330, futihty of, 236, 239, 261, 
284, 305 , stages of development, 
326 , alhance with Owenism, 
326 , original pohcy of, 326-7 ; 
social democratic view of, 331 ; 
rapid growth of, 332 ; direct 
action, 334 

Ulrich von Hutten, 32 
Unemployment, cause of, 37 ; (en- 
closures), 169; (machinery), 227 , 
(msnfficient demand for goods), 
157-8, 216-7 ; (defective medium 
of exchange), remedy, 171, 228 
Ure, Andrew, 137 See Strikes 
Utility See Happiness 
Utopia, 34-44. See More, Sir Thomas 

Value See Labour, source of 
Vergil, on the reign of Saturn, 3 
Voice of the People, organ of the 
Lancashire operatives, 298 

Wages, natural recompense of 
labour, 102 , Ricardo on, 151-2 , 
iron law of, 198-9, 264, 305 , 
rise of, 15 1, 199 , a fair wage, 
177, 282, 300 , ]ust amount of, 
102, 312 

Wallace, Robert, 80 ; Utopia and 
increase of population, 86-6 ; 
forerunner of Malthus, 87 ; God- 
win on, 118-9 

Warden, Benjamin, Owenite, 302 
Wars, Napoleonic, effect of, on 
English problems, 98-9, 257 
Wat Tyler ^ 121 

Watson, Dr James, Spencean, 
140, 141 

Watson, James, Chartist leader, 
301, 34X 

Waynflete, scheme of university 
education, 30, 50 

Wealth, effects of, 117, 250; 

pre-eminently power, 128 , real 
sovereignty, 128, 130, means 
liberty, 247, 253 , means leisure, 
1 1 9, 247 

William of Ockham, on natural 
law and Scriptures, 8 , praise of 
communism, 10, ii ; Minonte, 
13 ; evangehcal poverty and 
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struggle with the Papacy, 17 ; 
three moral stages of man, 17 ; 
pnvate property rational and 
natural if it is the result of 
consent or social contract, 18 ; 
harbmger of Reformation, 18 , 
nominahst, 31 

Wmstanley, Gerard, soul of the 
Diggers* movement, 60, 61 , 

pamphleteer, 62 ; first sectarian 
communist, 63 ; hfe of, 65 , 
sees visions, 66 ; the earth a 
common property, 67 , abolition 
of pnvate property and civil 
government, 67 ; plan of a 
Utopia, 67-70 
Wolseley, Sir Charles, 139 
Woman suffrage, 108, 228 
Wordsworth, Wilham, on industrial 
revolution, 95, 101 , admirer 

of Godwin, 1 14; revolutionary 
enthusiasm and disillusionment, 
120 ; attitude towards Chartism, 

123 
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Working men as producers, 128, 
3^3 ; rise of, as a class, 
260, 266, 270 

Wychffe, John, ii ; sources of his 
doctrines, 22 ; analogy with 
Ockham, 22 ; problems of, 22 ; 
ansmg from dissolution of feudal- 
ism and helplessness of village 
commumties, 22-3 , deades for 
kmgship and communism or a 
social reform monarchy, 23 ; 
arguments for monarchy and 
commumsm, 24-5 ; Church must 
obey the king, 24 ; commumsm 
supenor to pnvate property, 
25 ; but requires high moral 
state of society, 25 ; against all 
sedition, 25 ; no connection 
with John Ball, 27 

Yeomakry, extinction of, 182 

Young, Arthur, his estimate of 
national income, 98, 157 
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THE GROWTH OF CHARTISM 


I,— THE CENTRES AND LEADERS OF THE MOVEMENT 

In 1836 the revival of the working class activities was clearly 
discernible, and it was everywhere connected with parlia- 
mentary politics. There were at that time fonr centres of the 
movement, which supplied thought and enthusiasm to all that 
was alive among the industrial population— London for the 
South of England, Birmingham for the Midlands, Newcastle and 
Leeds for the North of England, Glasgow for Scotland. With 
the exception of London, where intelligent artisans stood at the 
head of the revival, all the other centres were, at jSrst, managed 
by middle class extremists, idealists, and revolutionists. Since 
about 1839 Manchester became the focus of Chartist thought 
and action in the North, while Bradford gave to the movement 
some of its most zealous and orthodox adherents, always hunting 
for heretics and traitors ” 

London was the centre of the Moral Force section, though 
representatives of Physical Force were not lacking. The latter, 
who only came to the fore m moments of great excitement, 
had their seats in Spitalfields and in the district round Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields. On the whole, the Moral Force men had the upper 
hand, because they had the most intelligent members, able 
writers and speakers. The most distinguished among them 
were William Lovett, Henry Hetherington, James Watson, and 
Henry Vincent. 

In the Midlands, Thomas Attwood dominated the scene up to 
1840. Surrounded by his lieutenants, Scholefield, Muntz, Salt, 
and Douglas, he worked with might and main for his paper 
currency schemes until the mov^ent had outgrown his control 
and his aims. 
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THE GROWTH OF CHARTISM 


In the North, Fear^s O'Connor, Taylor, Stephens, and Lowery 
were the protagonists of the Physical Force party — the largest 
and most determined section of the Chartist movement. Their 
influence was also distinctly felt in Wales. 

The movement in Scotland exhibited mental characteristics 
similar to those of London. The Moral Force men prevailed 
over the adherents of O'Connor. The Scottish movement has not 
produced any great leader who would bear comparison with 
Lovett or O'Connor or Attwood, but it possessed a relatively 
great number of able writers and serious propagandists. 

Therfe was no Chartist organisation in Ireland, her working men 
were too poor and little educated to be able to grasp the mean- 
ing and support the movement of a Labour Party Besides, 
all the Irish Radical writers and orators who could have organised 
Chartist associations hved in England and worked either for 
Repeal or Revolution. Ireland supplied to the Chartist move- 
ment its greatest orator, O'Connor, and its most trenchant wnter, 
Bronterre O'Brien. 

The adherents of Chartism belonged, as a rule, to the better 
paid and mentally active sections of the working class. This 
was particularly the case in the years from 1836 to 1842. Con- 
temporary evidence leaves no doubt that it was not a movement 
of the lowest strata of society, but of the best elements of the 
industrial population.^ 


2. — THE LONDON LEADERS 

The author of the Charter and the most sympathetic leader 
of Chartism was William Lovett (1800-1877), a Cornish work- 
man, who came to London in 1821. Originally a ropemaker, 
he turned to cabinetmaking and became an efficient artisan 
He read and learned much, attended the Mechanics' Institution 
and debating societies, joined the Metropolitan Political Union 
in 1826, and was gradually converted to Owemsm. He was one 
of the first founders of co-operative shops, and spread the doc- 

^ Thomas Carlyle, Chartism , 1839, c 4 ; Westminster Review, Apnl, 
1839, p. 496 sqq , ; J. S. Mill, Dissertations and Discussions, vol. 2, 
x8S-9« 
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trines of Owenite Socialism among the working men, but always 
in conjunction with Radical pohtics His activity as secretary 
of the Society for the Diffusion of Co-operative Knowledge and 
as a political worker brought him into close relation with Owen, 
Hunt, Cobbett, and the Socialist leaders, and made him one of 
the best known and most respected of the leaders of the London 
workmen. '' Possessed of a clear and masterly intellect, and 
great powers of application, everything that he attempted was 
certain of accomplishment.’* ^ This opinion was fully shared 
by all who knew him. His numerous manifestoes and other 
writings as well as his continual struggle for the working classes, 
lasting for nearly thirty years, testify to the mtellectual and 
moral strength of this man. His autobiography, entitled Life 
and Struggles, is still worth reading. A profoundly ethical 
strain runs through all his writings. There is not the least 
trace of demagogy in his character The essence of his convic- 
tions, acquired under the fire of the social battlefield, he summed 
up in the following advice to the working classes : “You must 
become your own social and political regenerators, or you will 
never enjoy freedom , for true hberty cannot be conferred by 
Acts of Parhament or decrees of princes, but must spring from 
the knowledge, morality, and public virtue of our population ” 2 

In his capacity as a leader of revolutionary movements Lovett 
did not escape attacks from both friend and foe. In July, 1839, 
he was sentenced to a year’s imprisonment for seditious libel and 
treated like a common criminal. His sufiermgs affected him in- 
comparably less than the attacks made upon him by O’Connor 
and his adherents for keepmg his agitation within legal and 
peaceful limits, for his warm advocacy of education for the 
masses, and for the plan he devised during his impnsonment for 
completing a system of popular education, Lovett, who sur- 
vived Chartism by two decades, was an Owenite and democrat 
from about 1826 to 1842. He afterwards gradually abandoned 
Owenism and class warfare and came to consider democratic and 

1 Gammage, History of the Chartist Movement, ed. 1894, p. 10. 
Compare Graham Wallas, Life of Francis Place, pp. 362-5. 

* Lovett and Collins, Chartism, 1840 
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educational reform as the best means of improvement of the 
condition of the working classes. 

Henry Hetherington (1792-1849), a compositor, was one of 
the first pupils at the Mechanics* Institution, and he followed 
the current of the intelligent working men of the metropolis 
by becoming an Owenite, free-thinker, and democrat. In 1828 
he published a pamphlet in defence of free-thought In October i, 
1830, he undertook the publication of Penny Papers for the 
People, which subsequently became the Poor Man's Guardian. 
In this action he followed the example of William Carpenter 
(afterwards editor of Lloyd's Newspaper), who published his 
Political Letters without a newspaper stamp, and initiated the 
struggle against the taxes on knowledge. In this campaign 
Hetherington showed himself to be an extraordinarily able, 
pertinacious, and dauntless leader of men. In 1831 three indict- 
ments were framed against him, and he was sentenced to six 
months* imprisonment. After having served his sentence he 
continued his campaign without interruption, and found a 
valiant supporter in Bronterre O'Brien as editor of the Poor 
Man's Guardian. In 1832 he published the Republican, an 
extremely mordant weekly paper, quite in the style of the 
speakers at the Rotunda ; King William IV. is always called 
Mr. Guelph in its columns and the Queen Mrs. Guelph. To- 
wards the end of 1832 he spent another six months in prison, 
whence, by means of letters and articles, he stirred up public 
opinion against the newspaper stamp. In 1833 he undertook 
the publication of the Destructive, or People's Conservative, which 
was edited in exactly the same tone as the Poor Man's Guardian, 
and later on Hetherington' $ Twopenny Despatch and London 
Despatch. The latter gave expression to the agitation for the 
fundamental ideas of the Charter and for a peaceful policy 
restricted to moral weapons. All these papers were issued 
unstamped and forced the Government to reduce the stamp 
duty from 4d, to id Hetherington did yeoman service to 
the movement as a missionary of the London Working Men^s 
Association in 1837.^ 

» Gammage, op. cU., p. 7, 
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Hetherington’s views of Chartism were similar to Lovett's. 
He was a Puritan m morals, Spartan in simplicity, a total 
abstainer and humanitarian to the point of self-denial. By his 
death Chartism lost one of its most unselfish, valiant, and 
resolute adherents. He left a will, in which, after a deistic 
confession of faith, he declares : — 

“ These are my views m quitting an existence that has been 
chequered with the plagues and pleasures of a competitive, 
scrambling, selfish system ; a system by which the moral and 
social aspirations of the noblest human being are nullified by 
incessant toil and physical deprivations ; by which, indeed, all 
men are trained to be either slaves, hypocrites or, criminals. 
Hence my ardent attachment to the principles of that great and 
good man — Robert Owen. I quit this world with a firm convic- 
tion that his system is the only true road to human emancipation , 
that it IS, indeed, the only ]ust system for regulating the affairs 
of honest, intelligent human beings — ^the only one yet made 
known to the world that is based on truth, justice, and equality 
While the land, machines, tools, implements of production 
and the produce of man's toil are exclusively in possession 
of the do-nothings, and labour is the sole possession of the 
wealth-producers — a marketable commodity, bought up and 
directed by wealthy idlers — ^never-ending misery must be 
their inevitable lot, Robert Owen's system, if rightly under- 
stood and faithfully carried out, rectifies all these anomalies. 
It makes man the proprietor of his own labour and of the 
elements of production — ^it places him in a condition to enjoy 
the entire fruits of his labour and surrounds him with 
circumstances that wiU make him intelligent, rational, and 
happy. 

" Grateful to Mr. Owen for the happiness I have experienced 
in contemplating the superiority of his system, I could not die 
happy without recommending my fellow countrymen to study 
its principles and earnestly strive to establish them in practice. 
I freely forgive all who have injured me in my struggle ; and 
die in the hope and consolation that a time is approaching 
when the spirit of antagonism wiU give place to fraternal affec- 
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tion and universal co-operation to promote the happiness of 
mankind.” 

London, August 21, 1849.” ^ 

In the last year of his hfe he was acquainted with Fredenck 
Denison Maurice. 

James Watson (1799-1874) resembled Hethenngton both in 
character and disposition. He was bom m Yorkshire, of working 
class parents. His mother taught him to read and wnte. In 
1819 he became a free-thinker by reading Cobbett's and Carlile’s 
newspapers. In 1823 he was sentenced to three years' imprison- 
ment for circulating seditious and free-thought literature. In 
1826 he became an Owenite, and two years later he was the 
storekeeper of the first co-operative association in London, where 
he made friends with Lovett. Watson was the first itinerant 
preacher or missionary of co-operation, and greatly contributed 
to the rise of the co-operative movement of that period. In 
1831 he started a publishing office and bookshop for works on 
free-thought and Owenism. He joined the National Union, 
pushed the sale of the Poor Man*s Guardian, and in 1832 opposed, 
in public discussion, Owen's anti-parliamentarism and the ortho- 
dox Owenites. In 1833 he was again sentenced to six months' 
imprisonment, and once more in 1834. He belonged to the 
Charter Committee, and worked for Chartism on the same lines 
as Lovett and Hetherington.® 

The fourth in the band of workers was Henry Vincent (1813- 
1879), a compositor, who joined the Chartist movement at its 
inception. He was the most popular speaker among the London 
working men and one of the most prominent orators of Chartism 
In February, 1839, founded a weekly, The Western Vindicator, 
and transferred his activities as an agitator to Wales. The 
longer his absence from London, the more rapidly he forgot the 
peaceful, moral tactics lecommended by Lovett and Hether- 
ington, and he followed O'Connor's and Stephens's example in 
dropping into violent phraseology, and into predictions of the 

1 G J Holyoake, Life of Hethenngton, 1849. 

* W J. Linton, James Watson, 1879 ; Holyoake, History of 
Co-operation, 1875, vol. i. 
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imminence of their victory. On May 7, 1839, arrested 

for taking phrt in riotous assemblies, and on July 31 be was 
sentenced at Monmouth to a yearns imprisonment. On March 26, 
1840, he stood again before a jury for taking part in riotous 
assemblies, and received an additional sentence of eight months, 
so that he spent altogether twenty months in pnson. From 1842 
onwards he was active as a temperance lecturer and Radical 
politician. 


3 —THE NORTHERN LEADERS 

It was from Ireland — economically the most retrograde and 
nationally the most disturbed comer of the United Kingdom — 
that the socialist and revolutionary movement of the masses of 
the most industrial country of the world received its orator and 
leader. Yet he was alien to it, both by race and language • 
** I am a foreigner by language and blood,” he told the operatives 
of Yorkshire J the causes of his rebeUion bore no relation at all 
to theirs , his dreams by night and thoughts by day were an 
independent Ireland, ^ whilst their aspirations moved towards a 
social revolution. O Connor’s dominant position in the Chartist 
movement is one of the most difficult problems in the history of 
British labour. A glance at the history of Ireland of the years 
from about 1750 to 1840 as well as at the life history of O'Connor 
may help us to solve this problem. In the latter half of the 
eighteenth century, when cattle-breeding in Ireland became 
more profitable than agriculture, the ground landlords fenced in 
numerous small farms to form large grazmg farms, and even 
where commons still existed they were enclosed to form part of 
the pastures In this way many Irish small-holders lost their 
means of subsistence altogether , they formed secret leagues 
such as the Whiteboys, who tore down the fences and stopped 
at no violence. The secret organisation of the Whiteboys still 
existed m the first three decades of the nineteenth century, and 
Feargus O'Connor belonged to it. The impression which this 
secret organisation made upon O'Connor was indelibly engraved 


1 Northern Star, October 16, 1838. 


•IW. 



10 THE GROWTH OF CHARTISM 

upon his mind ; the Whiteboys were his type of revolutionary 
activity.^ 

In the same period a change of opinion swept over a section 
of the Irish Protestants, which exercised a profoundly revolu- 
tionary influence on Irish thought. Owing to bad government 
and financial mismanagement the English colonists of Ireland 
became disaffected. Protestants and Catholics found that they 
had interests in common against England In this rebellious 
mood they came under the influence of the ideas of the Radical 
movement in England, the American War of Independence, and 
finally the French Revolution. The educated Protestants of 
Ireland absorbed the revolutionary ideas and furnished the Irish 
with thinkers and leaders for an insurrection against England. 
The Catholic Irish also contributed some of the leaders, of whom 
Arthur O’Connor, an uncle of Feargus, was one of the most 
influential. In October, 1791, they formed the organisation of 
the United Irishmen, read Rousseau, Pame, Locke, came into 
touch with the London Corresponding Society, and five years 
later conspired mth the French Government for the purpose 
of freeing the Irish people, with their help, from the yoke of the 
English. The insurrection failed. A few of the leaders were 
condemned to death, whilst Arthur O’Connor escaped and entered 
the French army, in which he ultimately became a general. 
Arthur was also a political writer and an admirer of Condorcet, 
whose name he adopted ; in 1798 he published an essay on the 

State of Ireland/’ in which he pointed out that the granting of 
Universal Suffrage was absolutely necessary in order to make it 
possible for the people to alter the rights of property according 
to the wishes of the majority Arthur O'Connor was idealised 
by his nephew Feargus. During the first year’s issue of the 
Northern Star (1837-8) Arthur O’Connor’s biography appeared 
in several serial parts, and in June, 1843, Feargus brought out 
a new edition of Arthur’s aforesaid essay, and commended it 
to the Chartists as the quintessence of all political and economic 
wisdom. Arthur and Feargus O’Connor vividly recall to mind 

1 Northern Star, March 28, 1840 ; May 29, 1841 ; May 13, 1848. 
Cf, Thomas Frost, Forty Years^ Recollections, 1880, p. 137 5^3'. 
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the generals and democrats of the gentry of Poland, who took 
part in all popular movements from the last partition of Poland 
down to 1871, and who were very greatly influenced by ideas of 
a social revolution. 

These national, family, and social revolutionary traditions gave 
Feargus O’Connor a historical outlook that was closely allied to 
that of British Socialism and Chartism, viz., agranan reform 
on socialistic lines, the sovereignty of the people, the law of 
nature, hatred of oligarchy, the absolute necessity for Universal 
Suffrage. This mental affinity with the revolutionary movement 
of the Bntish working classes he combined with great oratorical 
powers, which could not fail to impress the inarticulate masses 
of the factory towns. What they attempted to express by pas- 
sionate outbursts of temper, impulsive strikes, and clumsy con- 
spiracies, the Irish agitator gave utterance in thunderous rhetoric, 
sometimes trenchant, but always vulgar. His mental culture 
was surpnsingly limited, his legal education was neither compre- 
hensive nor profotmd enough to separate him from the masses. 
There was no need for him to descend from any scientific heights 
to the madding crowd, nor was it necessary for them to make 
any effort to understand him. Charles Kingsley’s O’Flynn 
in Alton Locke is not a bad representation of O’Connor, 
while Charles Dickens’s labour leader, Slackbridge, in Hard 
Times, is rather too much of a caricature of the same person- 
ality. 

After a short political career in the first Reform Parliament 
(1833-4), m which he mostly spoke on Irish affairs and generally 
voted with the Radicals, except on their motions for the modi- 
fication or abolition of the Com Laws, he began to attend working 
class meetings and to advocate the cause of democratic reform. 
But he never succeeded in gaining the confidence of the metropoli- 
tan artisans To the thinking workmen of London he was a 
blustering demagogue, a backwoodsman with plenty of ready- 
made phrases at his command. When they came into open 
conflict with him and told him their opinion of him, O’Connor 
leplied, You must fight it out ; you shall either crush me or I 
will annihilate your association.” The highly skilled artisans 
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of the large towns only aroused O’Connor’s dension , he did not 
regard them as working men at all, and declared, Let those 
with unshorn chins, blistered hands and fustian jackets read 
the occupations of some of the subscribers to the document, 
and the bubble bursts ! 

Whenever O’Connor came into conflict with the intellectuals 
of the working classes, ne inevitably made the appeal to the 
fustian j ackets, unshorn chins, and blistered hands. The Northern 
Star is full of these appeals of O’Connor. An appeal of this nature 
was always an indication of its author being about to oust one 
of his rivals. In the course of time this conflict occasionally 
softened, the Londoners could not fail to recognise O’Connor’s 
tireless activity, whilst O’Connor, in his turn, learned much, 
especially in the years 1842-44, and attained a certain degree 
of comprehension of modern industrial problems. For instance, 
he declared that 

The ten hour proposals will later on be regarded as a 
measure of the power of the working men. It is an attempt to 
initiate a senes of laws which will curb the new order of thmgs 
that has been produced by machinery, and which will place it at 
the service of the whole of society, instead of letting it act solely 
to the advantage of a single class. ”2 

Still, the rupture between O’Connor and the London artisans 
was never healed. O’Connor was not able to find a footing 
in London. He, therefore, removed his sphere of activity to 
Yorkshire, where the operatives in the autumn of 1837 were 
making preparations to issue a newspaper of their own, and had 
contributed £Soo for this purpose O’Connor became the editor, 
and on November 18, 1837, the first number of the Northern 
Star saw the light. The existence of the paper was assured from 
the very first. O’Coimor was the editor-in-chief , the sub-editor 
was WiUiam HiU, a Swedenborgian preacher and a grammarian, 
from whom O’Connor acquired the power of writing a correct 
and trenchant style of English Towards the end of 1842, Hill 
fell out with his chief, and George Julian Harney entered the 

^Northern Star, February iq and 24, 1838 ; March 3, 1835. 

* Ibid,, April 6, 1844 , June 29, 1844. 
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editorial office. In November, 1844, the paper was moved from 
Leeds to London, where it existed till 1852. The largest cir- 
cnlation of Northern Star reached a total of 45,000 copies, 
but each number was read by at least ten people. 

The founding of the Great Northern Union was another of 
O'Connor’s ventures. In Leeds there already existed a Working 
Men’s Association on the lines of the London Association. 
O’Connor exerted himself to make this association the central 
union of all the Radical working men’s societies of the North of 
England. He chose the term “ Union ” m imitation of the 
Birmingham society, but the words Great Northern ” showed 
that he contemplated from the very beginning the inclusion of 
the whole of the North, although the Corresponding Acts did not 
allow any such federation. On April 26, 1838, a general meeting 
of the Leeds Working Men’s Association took place, which 
appointed a committee to draw up a programme for the Great 
Northern Union. O’Connor was elected secretary of the com- 
mittee, who outhned a programme in which stress was laid 
upon the importance of democratic parliamentary reform and 
trades unionism. The following was one of the objects of the 
Great Northern Union — 

The last but not the least object which your Committee 
confidently anticipate the Northern Union will constantly keep in 
view is the uniting together, upon the general principle of justice 
all those who, though loving peace, are resolved to risk their 
lives m the attainment of their rights. Your Committee deem 
it, therefore, expedient that before joining the Union every 
member should distinctly understand that in the event of moral 
force failing to procure those privileges which the Constitution 
guarantees but which a party would abrogate, and should the 
Constitution be invaded, it is resolved that physical force shall 
be resorted to, if necessary, in order to secure the equality of the 
law and the blessings of those institutions which are the birth- 
right of free men. That as the object of yielding allegiance is to 
receive protection, the fact of withholding protection is a viola- 
tion of the bond which should bind subject to monarch ; and, 
therefore, the Union should recognise no authority save that 
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which emanates from the legitimate source of all honour, namely, 
from the people.''^ 

The outlined programme was adopted at a great meeting in 
Leeds on May 3, 1838, at which numerous delegates were present 
from Huddersfield, Halifax, Eliand, Dewsbury and other smaller 
places. The meeting pledged itself to acknowledge Feargus 
O’Connor as their leader — or, as Francis Place remarks, as the 
apostle of the North 

A new policy was introduced into the movement by his 
recommening the ‘use of physical force against the Govern- 
ment as well as by the summons to the working men to prepare 
for such eventualities. There can be no doubt that O’Connor 
meant no more than he said, viz , opposition to the constituted 
authorities as a last resort, but his insurrectionary manner of 
speech, his references to the heroic ” deeds of the Whiteboys, 
and his glorification of Arthur O’Connor caused disastrous mis- 
understandings. 

The work which O’Connor began was carried on by other 
agitators — Joseph R. Stephens, Richard Oastler, John Taylor, 
George Juhan Harney ; the lawyer, August Harding Beaumont, 
the tailor, Robert Lowery, and the publican, Peter Bussey. The 
great mass of the factory hands of the North of England adopted 
the policy of physical force. 

John Taylor {1804-1841) came of a prosperous Scotch family, 
studied medicine, and became a surgeon in the navy. He received 
a legacy of £30,000, which he spent almost entirely on fitting out 
a ship to assist the Greeks in their war of liberation against 
the Turks. He also lived a few years in Pans after the July 
Revolution, and came into contact with the revolutionary leaders 
and conspirators. He was a born fighter, and had little or no 
inclination for protracted pohtical talk and speechifying. When 
the Radical movement had made itself felt in Great Britain he 
returned to Scotland, settled in Glasgow, and founded the Glasgow 
L%beYator, which had only a short existence. His sphere of action 
was not in a close and confined study. He threw himself body 
and soul into the agitation and was drawn under O’Connor’s 
^ Northern Siar^ May 5, 1S38. ^ ^ . 
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influence. Of the London working men he had the same opinion 
as his chief; it was only in 1840, after having witnessed 
William Lovett's determination and capacity for self-sacrifice, 
that he altered his opinion. Here is the conclusion of a speech 
which he made at Newcastle at the end of December, 1838 : 
“ I shall part with my sabre only with my hfe, and my own 
hand shall write the epitaph upon a tyrant's brow in characters 
of blood and with a pen of steel. In 1838 and 1839 stood 
at the head of the secret league of the extreme Chartists. 

August Harding Beaumont (1800-1838) was an English 
lawyer, whose family were inclined to Radicalism. Even as a 
young man he entered into relations with the Irish Radicalism 
and founded a Radical newspaper in London, which, had only 
a brief existence. He then moved to Newcastle, where he 
assisted in founding the Northern Liberator and edited it. The 
first number appeared on October 21, 1837. The Northern 
Liberator pronounced for democratic parliamentary reform, 
for the repeal of the Poor Law of 1834, and in general for the 
interests of the working men. Beaumont was out and out in 
favour of the policy of physical force. In a public meeting in 
Newcastle on January i, 1838, he demanded the execution 
of Lord John Russell, Lord Melbourne, and Sir Robert Peel. 

In energy of expression, in a strict logical sequence of ideas, 
and mastery of homely sentiment, J. R. Stephens, a Nonconfor- 
mist minister, was head and shoulders above both Vincent and 
O’Connor. In the extreme impetuosity with which he caHed for 
opposition by force of arms he surpassed Beaumont and Taylor, 
without descending to their exhibitions of bad taste. During 
1837 and 1838 he gave utterance, with a display of volcanic 
energy, to the whole gamut of feelings of right and wrong, justice 
and injustice, love for the poor and hatred of the nch. His 
sources were the Bible and the doctrines of the law of nature. He 
was the avenging preacher of the God of wrath, a prophet from 
the old books of Israel, mflammatory and inciting to violence. 
He was in his element when speaking in public. Standing on the 
platform in the open air, on some town moor or common, sur- 
» Northern Star, December 29, 1838. 
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rounded by thousands of colliers^ weavers, stockingers, and metal 
workers, cheering and applauding, a feverish and frenzied enthu- 
siasm took hold of him and all the powers of his mind became 
enhanced, concentrated, and transformed into winged words, 
which sped forth tempestuously, and yet with rhythm and order 
His was a short-lived but heroic adventure. The first rude 
contact with the mailed fist brought him back to the sober reali- 
ties of life. The spmt of the prophet of Yahve departed, 
and Stephens turned into a conservative and mild-mannered 
preacher. 

When the new Poor Law was put into force he, following Oast- 
ler^s example, actively opposed it ; and when Chartism, in 1837, 
began to .grow in power he took up its cause He declared 
himself a convmced partisan of Universal Suffrage, and in Sep- 
tember, 1837, he helped to finance the Northern Star , he took 
twenty shares.^ He cannot, however, be regarded as a strict 
adherent of the Chartist movement His mam object was the 
repeal of the new Poor Law and the improvement of the 
material condition of the working people The Charter seemed 
to him to be a fit means to this end, but he always subordinated 
politics to social reform. 

Towards the end of the year 1838, his agitating reached boiling 
point. The nocturnal gatherings must have presented a solemn 
and fantastic scene, held as they were in the open air, attended 
by thousands of working men, many of them with flaming torches 
in their hands, others armed with muskets, all of them eagerly 
listening to Stephen's violent oratory. The propertied classes 
became alarmed, and on December 12, 1838, the torchlight 
meetings were declared illegal by royal proclamation.^ 

Richard Oastler (1789-1861) — the '' factory king " — considered 
the new Poor Law to be subversive of the Constitution, and 
instigated the masses •<’0 oppose by force of arms the administra- 
tion of the Poor Law He exhorted them in the following terms : 

1 G J Holyoake, Life of J R, Stephens, 1881, p 181, where the 
receipt for {;zo is reproduced 

» For a description of the torchlight meetings, see Disraeli, Syh%h 
book 4, chapter 4 
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“Ann then, arm, my fellow-countrymen, against this most 
execrable law of tyrants ! Arm ye, sons of Britain, whose souls 
are in the Ark of the Constitution 1 Arm, and make the traitors 
pause and tremble. . . . Let no other ornaments be cared 
for in your houses but bright and well-made arms Arm then, 
arm for peace and justice. If the tyrants know that you possess 
arms, there will be no need for you to use them, . . Be sober, 
be vigilant, be men I 

Oastler never definitely declared himself in favour of the 
Charter. Radical democracy was repugnant to his Tory con- 
science, He entertained a particular hatred for Liberal philo- 
sophy — the anti-dogmatic character of liberal thought. He stood, 
however, in close relation to O'Connor and Bronterre O'Brien. 
When the latter undertook the London correspondence for the 
Northern Star, Oastler wrote to Stephens “ Tell O'Brien to put 
the Poor Man's Guardian's soul mto the Stard'^ He meant 
the hatred which O’Brien felt for the middle classes. 

Oastler and Stephens were on friendly terms with Robert 
Owen. On May 17, 1837, spoke at a meeting in Hudders- 
field in favour of a resolution, in which the government was called 
upon to provide State-aid for founding agricultural co-operative 
societies for the unemployed , the land was to be tilled m com- 
mon and to remain the common property of the workers.^ Owen 
had a high opinion of Stephens, and said '' Although Stephens 
IS a clergyman, he is a most ardent friend of the workmg classes 
and a very hberal man.”^ 

4. — ^THE CHARTIST SCHOOLMASTER 

Among all the Chartist leaders there was not a single one who 
so thoroughly embodied the movement as J^es Bronterre 
O’Brien (1805-1864). His admirers and followers were to be 
found eveaywhere. His best known disciples were Harney and 
Gammage. The Chartists regarded him as their schoolmaster. 
O’Brien held the same position to the thinkers in the Chartist 
movement as O’Connor to the masses. 

» Northern Star, August 25, 1838. * G J. Holyoake, op, ciU, p. 86. 

» New Moral World, May 27, 1837. * Ihtd,, April 29, 1837. 
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0*Brien was under the deepest obKgation to Owen, Ogilvie, 
and Gray. At a somewhat later date he received great inspira- 
tion from Hodgskin's Labour Defended, He added nothing to 
the ideas of these four men. They formed his arsenal whence 
he procured his weapons in his contests for political and social 
reforms. The influence of Spence, Godwin, and J. F. Bray is 
also clearly visible. He was a most extensive reader, but always 
with a view to his journalism. His trenchant articles, which he 
often signed Bronterre,’’ procured for him the nicknames Brim- 
stone O’Brien or Bronze O’Brien.^ Land reform, currency reform, 
and the conflict between capital and labour are the fundamental 
ideas of his journalistic labours. 

His school days he spent in his native country and studied 
law at Trinity College, Dubhn. In 1830 he came to London to 
complete his studies. Here he rapidly plunged into the Radical 
movement, joined Cobbett and Hunt and gave up his legal 
career. 

In January and February, 1831, O’Brien published three essays 
in Carpenter’s PohUcal Letters, on the condition of England — 
written in a Radical and Owenite sense. Owen’s communist 
plans were to be realised by means of a parliament elected by 
universal suffrage, whilst the State was to acquire the necessary 
land and machinery in order to turn the operatives into inde- 
pendent producers. 

These articles attracted Hetherington’s attention, who was 
at that time looking out for a capable editor. Hetherington 
appointed him to the post.^ The exact date when O’Brien 
became the editor of Hetherington’s weekly is not known. To 
all appearance he lived at that time in Birmingham, where he 
was editor of the Midland Representative, In addition, a 
letter from O’Brien, dated from Birmingham, March 27, 1832, 
occurs in Owen’s manuscripts, and in it the writer descnbes 
himself as Owen’s admirer and adherent. O’Brien advised 
Owen to make his institution in Gray’s Iim Road the centre of 
a popular movement where his ideas could reach the masses ; 
Owen was to take Attwood for a pattern and to form a compre- 
^ Northern Star, April ii, 1840. » /fod., March 29, 1845. 
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hensive organisation, for the masses had already begun to turn 
away from the Reform Bill agitation, and were sick and weary 
of public meetings. But Owen would be well advised to keep 
his own views on religion, responsibihty, and other such matters 
in the background, at least for a short time, since the people were 
still frightfully superstitious.^ 

In reading the Midland Representative and the Poor Man's 
Guardian it is possible to follow O’Brien's mental evolution. In 
1831 he was still an Owenite and Radical, defending co-operation 
against capitalists as well as against trade unionists. He thought 
trade unionism to be a folly and waste of money, leading but to 
discord and riot. He distinctly refused to accept Hodgskin’s 
views of the class-struggle as propounded in Labour Defended,^ 
Having settled in London and learned the ideas of the Natimal 
Union of the Working Classes, he became one of the champions 
of the class struggle theory also. He quotes Hodgskm, especially 
his Natural and Artificial Right of Property, which corresponded 
most of all to O’Brien’s own way of thinking. Hodgskm himself 
wrote to O’Brien and congratulated him on his efforts. Also 
Godwin, Spence, and several French social critics are referred to 
by O’Brien. Even Richard Oastler had recourse to the Poor 
Man's Guardian to ventilate his ideas.^ 

From 1833 onwards O’Brien took a deeper interest in the 
French hterature of social reform. Three years later there 
appeared from his pen an English translation of Buonarroti’s 
Conspiration pour Vegalite, in which he found his own ideas 
embodied. Two years later he pubhshed the first volume 
of a work on the hfe of Robespierre; no further volumes 
appeared. In the meantime he was active in journalism, had 
much intercourse with Irishmen — ^with O’Connor from 1836 — 
and in 1837 he published Bronterre's National Reformer for a few 
months In 1838 he contributed to the Northern Star ; at the end 
of 1838 he became the editor of the Operative, a weekly, belong- 

1 Frank Podmore, Robert Owen, 1906, II , 430-431. 

» Midland Representative, May 28, 1831, p 8 (Review of Kmghts’ 
Workmg Man’s Companion). 

» Poor Man's Guardian, February and March, 1833, 
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ing to a group of working men who disagreed with Lovett and 
Hetherington, When this paper ceased publication he joined 
forces with William Carpenter towards the end of 1839, 
they jointly pubhshed the Southern Star during the first months 
of 1840. From April, 1840, to the middle of 1841 he was in 
prison. In the latter half of 1842 he edited the Bntish Statesman ; 
in 1845, 1846, and 1847 he pubhshed the National Reformer and 
Manx Weekly Review, at Douglas, m the Isle of Man, which 
enjoyed complete freedom of the press, and in its columns he 
waged violent warfare against O'Connor. In the 'filties he wrote 
for Reynolds' Newspaper ; the articles he contributed to it were 
published posthumously under the title Rise and Progress of 
Human Slavery (1885). During all these decades he was actively 
engaged in lecturing to the remnants of Chartism. 

In contradistinction to O'Connor, who, m 1845, abandoned 
agrarian socialism, O'Bnen remamed a socialist to the very last, 
and he only differed from the orthodox Owenites in makmg 
the journey to the final goal by several stages — ^viz , Spenceamsm, 
the Charter, and the reform of credit and currency accordmg to 
Gray and Bray. He thought that “ with the Charter, national 
ownership of land, currency, and credit, people would soon dis- 
cover what wonders of production, distribution, and exchange 
noight be achieved by associated labour, in companson with the 
exertions of isolated mdividual labour. Thence would gradually 
arise the true social state, or the realities of socialism, in contra- 
distinction to the present dreams of it. And doubtless the ulti- 
mate consequences would be the universal prevalence of a state 
of society not essentially different from that contrived by Owen. 
But the idea of jumping at once from our present iniquitous 
and corrupt state of society into Owen's social paradise, without 
any previous recognition of human rights and without estab- 
hshing a single law or institution to rescue the people from 
their present brutalised condition of ignorance and vassalage, is 
a chimera."^ 

He died on December 3, 1864, two months after the founding 
of the International Working Men's Association in London 

» National Reformer and Manx Weekly Review, January 30, 1847. 
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George Jtdian Haxney (1817-1897), like his master, participated 
in the Chartist movement from beginning to end as one of its 
leaders He was educated at the Royal Naval School at Green- 
wich from his eleventh to his fourteenth year. His career as 
a sailor soon came to an end. In 1833 he began to read the Poo$ 
Man's Guardian, joined Hetherington in his fight against the 
newspaper tax, was arrested several times for acting as agent 
of unstamped newspapers, and in 1836 was sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment. He adored O’Brien as “his guide, 
philosopher, and friend,” ^ from whom he derived his hking for 
the revolutionary literature of France Marat was his revolu- 
tionary ideal ; he had a predilection for calling himself a “ friend 
of the people,” and signed his articles “ Ami du peuple.” His 
attitude from 1838 to 1840 was insurrectionary and revolutionary. 
He knew Benbow’s pamphlet by heart. He became more 
moderate in his views after 1840, when he had recognised the 
dire results of this pohcy. Towards the end of 1842 or the begin- 
ning of 1843 he ]omed the staff of the Northern Star. In the 
same year Fnedrich Engels came from Bradford to Leeds, in 
order to enter into relations with the Chartist movement. At 
that time he was cdlecting materials for his book. Die Lage 
der arhettenden Klasse in England (Condition of the Working 
Class in England).^ 

At the end of November, 1847, Hamey also made the acquaint- 
ance of Karl Marx, who at that time had come over to London 
from Brussels in order to attend the conference which led to the 
drawing up of the “ Communist Manifesto.” Hamey formed 
the connecting link between the British Chartists and European 
revolutionaries and leaders of the proletariate. Nevertheless 
he stood much nearer to O’Brien and Louis Blanc than to the 
Marxian pohcy, Harney was a facile journalist and a good 
speaker, but he was not an ongmal thinker. 

R. G. Gammage, the author of the History of the Chartist 
Movement, came from Northampton, and was successively a 
Cartwright, shoemaker, and finally a medical practitioner. From 

1 Northern Star, May 19, 1838, p 6 

® Social Democrat, London, January, 1897. 
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the very begmiung of his Chartist career he was one of O'Brien's 
admirers, and regarded his writmgs as the last word m wisdom. 
He stuck to his master through thick and thin, especially in 
his quarrel with O'Connor. Gammage was an opponent of the 
ultimate aim of the commumsts. His progiamme consisted of 
an independent labour policy for setting up a democratic govern- 
ment and for carrying out social forms as expounded by O'Brien 
In other words ; the Rights of Man and the Rights of Labour. 
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THE POLITICAL ORGANISATION OF THE MASSES 

I. — ^THE LONDON WORKING MEN’S ASSOCIATION (L.W.M.A*) 

In the later months of 1835 and the early part of 1836, inde- 
pendent attempts were made to organise Labour politically, 
on the one hand by Feargus O’Connor and on the other hand 
by the friends of Francis Place. These attempts were abortive, 
for the workmen were unwilling to accept any leaders who did 
not belong to the working class Place deplored the complete 
estrangement of the working men from the middle classes,” ^ 
whilst O’Connor accused the leaders of the London artisans 
of dreading his rivalry and of alienating the men from him in 
order to sell them to the Radicals. Place’s friends relaxed their 
endeavours, and O’Connor transferred his activities to the North 
of England and Scotland. Now that the pretenders had vacated 
the political arena belonging to the London operatives, Lovett 
and his fnends met on June 6, 1836, at No. 14, Tavistock Street, 
Covent Garden, for the purpose of forming an association for 
London working men as the nucleus of an independent Labour 
party .2 Lovett drew up a prospectus and the rules of the 
association, and a public meeting was convened ten days later, 
in which the association was founded and the rules adopted.® 
The association grew rapidly and was imitated in the provinces. 
The members were required to belong to the industrious classes, 
to be of good moral character,” to strive for education and 
enhghtenment and to declare for the democratic reform of parha^ 
meat. The cards of membership bore the following motto : 

1 Place, MSS , 27819, pp. 24, 229, and $qq 

^Northern Star, September 19, 1846 (O’Connor’s sketch of the 
history of Chartism) 

•William Lovett, Life and Struggles, 1876, p. 91 sqq 
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" Whoever does not perform his share of work, diminishes the 
store of public wealth and lays his duty upon the shoulders of 
his neighbour.” 

The committee did not let the grass grow under their feet, 
but immediately took steps to bnng the new organisation to the 
notice of the working men. The executive published an address 
to the working men of the United Kingdom and the nation, 
in which it subjected the Reformed Parliament to a critical 
examination 

There is at present a contest between the two great parties 
both in and out of parliament — ^between the agricultural and pnvi- 
leged classes on the one hand and the moneyed and commercial 
classes on the other. We have little to expect from either of 
them. There are persons among the moneyed classes who, to 
deceive their fellow-men, have put on a cloak of reform , many 
boast of freedom while they help to enslave us, preach justice 
while they help to oppress us Many are for step-by-step 
improvement, lest we should see our political degradation too 
soon, and make an advance towards depriving them of their 
privileges. These persons, under various pretences, enlist some 
portion of our deluded countrymen — and, by opposing them 
to each other, accomplish their object of deceiving and fleecing 
the whole So long as we are duped this way and we continue 
to seek political salvation through the instrumentality of others, 
so long will corrupt legislation prevail, so long must we continue 
to be the cringing vassals of a proud, arrogant, speech-making 
few. The men who are in parliament have interests opposed to 
yours. . . . Yet such is the description of persons compos- 
ing that House, and whom we in our simplicity expect will sacri- 
fice their interests by beginning the great work of political and 
social reformation. Working men ! Enquire into this matter, 
and if you feel with us, stand apart from all projects and refuse 
to be the tool of any party that will not, as a first and essential 
measure, give to the workmen equal political and social rights 
so that you may be able to elect men of your own who will take 
care that the interests of the working classes, * who are the 
foundation of the social edifice,’ shall not be sacrificed. . . . 
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There are in the United Kingdom 6,023,752 males over 21 years 
of age, only 840,000 have a vote, and owing to the unequal state 
of representation about one-fifth of that number have the power 
of returning a majority of members.” ^ 

The Working Men's Association held pubhc meetings, and 
always took care that working men had control of the meetings. 
The officers of the association were also ordinary working 
men, so as to convince the public of the parliamentary capacity 
of the working classes. Until that time it had always been the 
custom to call m some well-known politician or parhamentary 
“ lion " to take the chair at any large public demonstration. The 
L.W.M.A. broke through this rule, and this breach of custom 
created a greater sensation than the most bnlliant speech of any 
Labour leader. Public opinion regarded it as a declaration of 
independence on the part of the working classes. The working 
men of Manchester followed London's example;and associations of 
working men were founded in several towns in the north and 
south of England and in the Midlands. 

At the commencement of 1837, Lovett, Hetherington, Watson, 
Hartwell, Vincent, and their friends had made such progress that 
they planned a great meeting at which the Charter was to be 
publicly formulated. The meeting took place at the Crown and 
Anchor, Strand, London, on February 28, 1837, and was attended 
by 3,000 working men, the ehte of the London working class 
Prominent Radical pohticians were also present. Feargus 
O'Connor travelled on purpose from Exeter to London to attend 
this meetmg He was not among those whom the London organ- 
isers dehghted to honour, but he did not wish to be ignored ; 
Lovett's popularity was distasteful to him. 

In the memorable meeting of February 28, 1837— the birth- 
day of the Charter— Hartwell took the chair. After thanking 
the meeting for the honour shown in electing him chairman he 
continued as follows — 

I express gratification that you placed a working man in 
the chair, rather than running after a man with a high-sounding 

^Rotten Parhament, 1836, Place, MSS., 27819, p. 195 and sqq.; 
Bronterre*s National Reformer, February 4, 1837. 
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title or of great ability but little honesty. This great mass 
meeting will remove the stigma from the working classes that 
they do not attend meetings to support their principles, but 
to gaze on a ' lion ' or to applaud and swallow the dogmas he may 
give utterance to It also shows the great progress of democratic 
education among the workmen. The greatest danger for the 
woikman is to remain attached to so-called political leadership 
of the men of culture and wealth. We need democracy, political 
and social rights for the producing miUions. It seems to me to 
be an anomaly that in a country where the arts and sciences 
have been raised to such a height, chiefly by the industry, skill 
and labours of the artisan, where the principle that labour is the 
source of all wealth is generally acknowledged, that in such a 
country only one adult male in seven should have a vote, that 
in such a country the workmg classes should be excluded from 
the pale of political life. How can we emancipate ourselves 
from this state of political bondage > Not by pandering to the 
fears of that timid and irresolute class of politicians who have 
lately appeared among the Radical tanks, not by relying on the 
dastardly Whigs, not by placing faith in the tyrannical Tories, 
but by a full reliance on our own strength — ^upon the inherent 
justice of our claims.^* 

Lovett was the second speaker — 

The exclusive power of wealth and privilege has in all ages 
been the greatest obstacle to human improvement. When their 
baleful influence failed to bind down effectually the swelling power 
of thought, when art and industry burst their slavish bands, 
when the despotism of the few could no longer prevail, they 
became kind patrons and leaders and promoters of all improve- 
ments. By their careful training and watchful attention they 
soon made knowledge subservient to their purposes, by embracing 
within their circle the master-spmts of intellect. By fictitious 
honours and glory they rallied to their aid the brave, the resolute, 
the ambitious ; by hopes of preferment, rank, riches and pleasure, 
they formed a powerful phalanx around them, and by the frown- 
ing terror of the law scared back all the rest of mankind. There- 
fore, working men, you must trust to yourselves.” 
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He then proposed the following resolution : — 

“ This meeting is of opinion that so long as political power 
is vested exclusivety in the few, will they seek to perpetuate 
their power and to render the multitude subservient to their 
purposes , they wiU continue to make them machines and instru- 
ments of production, toiling from youth to old age to procure 
a scanty portion of food and clothing, and having neither time 
to cultivate their mental powers nor means of enjoying rational 
comforts.*’ 

Lovett was followed by Henry Vincent, who after a republican 
harangue, moved the second resolution . — 

‘‘ We believe that the only security against the corruption 
ol the few and degradation of the many is to give to the great 
body of the people their equal political and social rights by the 
exercise of which they will improve their condition, gradually 
acquire knowledge and by experience learn wisdom. To obtain 
these rights it is necessary that every male above 21 years of 
age have the power to choose his representative without loss or 
injury, which can only be effected by secret voting. To have all 
classes represented equal representation is necessary. To purify 
the system from all renmants of corruption annual parliaments 
are necessary,” 

Other working men spoke, among them the saddler, Richard 
Cameron, who condemned the new Poor Law. The obiect of this 
reform was not only to prevent the population of the working 
classes from increasing, but to starve and exterminate those who 
were incapable of finding a new market for their labour. Finally 
Feargus O’Connor spoke, but only a few words, as the meeting 
had given him a cool reception. 

The meeting resolved to adopt the petition to parliament 
which had been published by the committee on February 25, 
contammg the following reforms: universal suffrage, annual 
parliaments, secret ballot, equal electoral districts, abolition of 
the property qualification for parliamentary candidates, pay- 
ment of members ^ 

The next step was to present the petition to parliament and 
1 TfU 9 March i, 1837. 
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to introduce it in the form of a Bill. The members of the Working 
Men’s Association called a meeting for the purpose and a resolu- 
tion proposed by Hartwell was adopted, which appointed 
a committee to get into communication with those Radical 
members of the House of Commons, who by their activity 
in parliament had shown themselves friendly disposed to the 
people, and to invite them to co-operate with the committee 
of the London Workmg Men’s Association to draft a Bill 
embodying the six points.^ The committee carried out this 
request, and on May 31 and June 7, consultations took place 
between the Radical members of parhament and a delegation 
from the L.W.M.A , at which Francis Place was also present. 
The former comprised Daniel O’Connell, John A. Roebuck, 
Colonel Perronet Thompson, and Sharman Crawford, who pledged 
themselves to take part in drawing up the People’s Charter and 
to represent it in parliament. 

Since the Correspoifding Act rendered it impossible to com- 
municate the result of these conferences to the working men’s 
associations in the provinces, Lovett pubhshed an address, which 
was pnnted in the Radical press, and in which he informed them 
of the result. The address then continued — 

'' In the course of a few weeks these Bills will be prepared and 
printed for circulation under the title of The People’s Charter,” 
and will form a rallying point for Radical reformers, a standard 
by which to test all those who call themselves the friends of the 
people. . . . Working men’s associations should be estab- 
hshed in every town and village throughout the country, and the 
wise and good of every class should be enrolled among them. We 
caution you not to branch your associations, because the Corre- 
sponding Act is still in power, not to correspond privately, but 
through the press.”^ 

The movement extended everywhere so rapidly that the com- 
mittees of the working men’s associations in the provinces apphed 
to the London Workmg Men’s Association to send down agitators 
(missionaries) to the North of England in order to organise the 
masses of working men who had taken up the movement. Hether- 

» Bntish Statesman, June 5, 1842 * True Sun, June 29, 1837, 
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ington, Vincent and Cleave undertook this mission. They were 
received everywhere with enthusiasm, and Lancashire, Yorkshire, 
Durham, and Northumberland were organised. 

The London Working Men's Association was also deeply 
persuaded of the necessity for the international solidarity of 
the working men and of all oppressed peoples. It took up the 
cause of the oppressed British colonies and agitated for the self- 
government of Canada When the Polish refugees turned for 
sympathy to the London Working Men's Association, the latter 
immediately seized the opportunity of stigmatising Palmerston’s 
anti-Polish policy and at the same time of calling upon the 
workers of all countries to organise themselves internationally 
and to acquire political knowledge.^ 

2. — ^THE people’s charter 

Fourteen months dapsed from the meeting on February 28, 
1837, publication of the Charter. The six members 

of parliament who had pledged themselves in the meetings of 
May 31 and June 7, 1837, to co-operate in the composition of 
a bill embodying the six points were obliged to return to their 
constituencies, owing to the dissolution of parliament and the 
new elections of the summer of 1837. It was only in November 
that they returned to London Lovett and his friends had their 
time too fully occupied with their struggle for existence, with 
their manifestoes and their trade unionist work, to be able to 
complete in so short a time the drafting of a large and compli- 
cated Bill — ^no easy task for men without legal training. Out 
of the twelve members of the committee who had been appointed 
for the task Lovett was the only man who undertook the work 
and gave all his spare time to it 2 According to all canons of 
historical criticism, Lovett must be regarded as the author of 
the Charter. Francis Place also laid claim to its authorship,® but 
his share in the preparation of the Charter was quite insigni- 
ficant ; it was restricted to a transposition of the headings. 

^ Lovett, L%fe, p 150. * Bnhsh Statesman, June 12, 1842. 

» Place, MSS 2782^, pp. 89-99. 
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Even during Place’s lifetime it was the generally accepted opinion 
that the Charter was mainly the work of Lovett. No one raised 
any protest against this assumption, not even Place himself, 
although he read the newspapers in which this statement vi as 
made.^ 

On May 8, 1838, the People’s Charter was published. It 
contained the following main points * — 

** The People’s Charter * A Bill to provide for the just 
representation of the People of Great Britain and Ireland in the 
Commons House of Parliament. 

Whereas, to insure, in as far as it is possible by human fore- 
thought and wisdom, the just government of the people, it is 
necessary to subject those who have the power of making the 
laws to a wholesome and strict responsibility to those whose duty 
it is to obey them when made. And whereas, this responsibility 
is best enforced through the instrumentality of a body which 
emanates directly from, and is itself immediately subject to, the 
whole people, and which completely represents their feelings 
and their interests. And whereas, the Commons House of 
Parliament now exercises, m the name and on the supposed behalf 
of the people, the power of making the laws, it ought, in order 
to fulfil with wisdom and with honesty the great duties imposed 
on it, to be made the faithful and accurate representation of the 
people's wishes, feelings and mterests. Be it therefore enacted ” 

This preamble, written by J. A. Roebuck, is followed by the 
six points containing the provisions in legal phraseology arranged 
in paragraphs, setting forth the granting of the franchise to every 
male person over twenty-one years of age, provided that they axe 
of sound mind and not convicted of any crime. Naturalisation 
of foreigners was to be permitted after two years’ residence in the 
United Kingdom. The country should be divided into 300 
electoral districts, and every constituency was to contain as 
nearly as possible an equal number of inhabitants No other 
qualifications for candidates was to be required than election 
by the electors. Parliaments were to be restricted to annual 

^British Statesman, June 12, 1842 ; Natimal A$$oc%atton Gazette* 
June 4, 1842, 
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periods. The ballot was to be secret. Every member of parlia- 
ment was to receive £500 for his work m the public sendee 

Henry Hetherington bore the cost of pnnting the Charter. 
Lovett wrote the following manifesto to announce the pubheation 
of the Charter — ' 

" The Working Men’s Association of London to the Radical 
Reformers of Great Britain and Ireland ! 

" Fellow-countrymen ! We hold it to be an axiom in politics 
that self-government, by representation, is the only just founda- 
tion of pohtical power — the only true basis of Constitutional 
Rights — the only legitunate parent of good la\^^ , and we hold 
it as an indubitable truth that all government which is based 
on any other foundation has a perpetual tendency to degenerate 
infr anarchy or despotism ; or to beget class and wealth idolatry 
on the one hand, or poverty and misery on the other. While, 
however, we contend for the principle of self-government, we 
admit that laws will only be just in proportion as the people are 
enlightened , on this, socially and politically, the happiness of 
all must depend ; but as self-interest, unaccompanied by virtue, 
ever seeks its own exclusive benefit, so will the exclusive and 
privileged classes of society ever seek to perpetuate their power 
and to proscribe the enlightenment of the people. Hence we 
are induced to believe that the enlightenment of all will emanate 
from the exercise of pohtical power by all the people. A strong 
conviction of these truths, coupled as that conviction is with 
the belief that most of our political and social evils can be traced 
to corrupt and exclusive legislation, and that the remedy will be 
found in extending to the people at large the exercise of those 
rights now monopohsed by a few, has induced us to make some 
exertions towards embodying our principles in the Charter. . . . 
Fellow-countrymen, the object we contemplate in the drawing 
up of this Bill is to cause the Radicals of the kingdom to form, 
if possible, a concentration of their principles in a practical form, 
upon which they could be brought to unite, and to which they 
might point, as a Charter they are determined to obtain. . . . 
We hope that electors and non-electors will continue to inake 
it the pledge of their candidates ; will seek to extend its circu- 
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lation, talk over its principles, and resolve that, as public opinion 
forced the Whig Reform Bill, so m like manner shall this Bill 
eventually become the law of England. 

" London, May 8, 1838.*' 

The impression which the Charter made upon the working 
men's associations throughout the country was extremely favour- 
able.^ The publication of the Charter came at a time when 
the country was already seething with political agitation. Even 
at the end of 1837 it was becoming increasingly clear that a 
political storm was brewing among the people. About the middle 
of November, 1837, the newly-elected House of Commons 
assembled On November 20 the young Queen read the Speech 
from the Throne — a colourless and non-committal document that 
gave rise to bitter disappomtment in the circles of the hopeful 
reformers In the debate on the address that immediately 
followed the Queen's Speech the Radical member for Finsbury, 
Thomas Wakley, an old friend of the National Union, moved 
an amendment in which he regretted that the Queen’s Speech 
made no reference to an extension of the franchise and other 
parliamentary reforms which were desired by the people. ' Some 
of his Radical colleagues supported him. Lord John Russell 
replied in the name of the government that the agitation for 
further parliamentary reform could not be supported by the 
government. The authors of the Reform Bill of 1832 went to 
the furthest bounds of possibility ; they regarded that Bill as 
final ; they had made no concealment of their views, and it was, 
therefore, impossible for them to alter the limits which had 
been set once and for all or to act contrary to the intentions of 
the legislators 2 

Lord John RusseU^s declaration that the government regarded 
the Reform Act of 1832 as the final word in parliamentary reform 
earned for him the nickname of " Finality Jack.” It caused 
absolute dismay in the circles of reformers, and roused the 
Radical and working men's associations to a feverish pitch of 

^ R G Gammage, History of the Chartist Movement, 1894, pp. 8-9. 

•Hansard’s Parliamentary DehcUes, 3 senes, vol. 39, pp. 11-12, 
69-70 ; Annual Register, 1837, P* 392 . 
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activity. Of course, the progressive leaders of the working men 
were prepared for a declaration of this sort, and when it was 
actually made they only regarded it as a justification of their 
attitude and an incitement to greater activity. In Leeds the 
Northern Star appeared from November i8 under the direction of 
Feargus O’Connor and became the central organ of the Chartists. 
In Newcastle the Northern Liberator had made its appearance 
fully a month previously. In December, 1837, the Birmingham 
Political Union declared for Universal Suffrage and took measures 
for mobilising the masses in the Midlands and the North of 
England. 

3. — ^THE BIRMINGHAM POLITICAL UNION 

The years 1836 and 1837 witnessed a financial crisis of a rather 
severe, though sporadic, character. Over-speculation in railway 
and foreign stock, as weU as the reaction of the crisis in the United 
States of America, resulted in a panic, especially affecting those 
towns and distncts which depended on the export trade to 
America, India, and China. Credit became short , the Bank of 
England raised the bank rate in order to check the depletion 
of gold ; in the autumn of 1836 numerous joint stock companies 
became bankrupt, and the Bank of England dechned to discount 
the bills of the provincial banks of issue. The towns which 
suffered most were Birmingham and Sheffield with their metal 
industries, and Liverpool and Glasgow with their shipping. 

Attwood and his adherents, who regarded Peel’s Bill of 1819 
as the cause of the whole evil, and found a panacea in a paper 
currency, sent three deputations in 1837 to the government to 
call their attention to these causes and the remedies.^ Attwood 
and his friend Scholefield sat in parliament as members for 
Birmingham, and did all they could to induce the government 
to give a hearing to their theories and proposals, but all their 
efforts were in vain At the same time they saw that the working 
men were entering once more into the arena of politics and were 
demanding reforms. In the place of the old Political Union, 
which had died out at the end of 1834, but which had done so 

1 Bwymngham Journal, June 19, 1841. 
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much to insure the success of the Reform Bill of 1832, the working 
men of Birmingham founded a Reform Umon. Distress was nfe 
in that town , many operatives lost their emplo5nnent owing to the 
financial crisis and the consequent stoppage of business , and 
many of them could only be employed for shorter hours and lower 
wages The operatives as weU as the smaller masters suffered and 
therefore began to turn their attention to political reforms. 

On January 15, 1837, ^ dinner was given in honour of Attwood 
and Scholefield in order to induce them to enter once more 
into the movement for reform. Both of them declared in their 
after-dinner speeches that nothing was to be expected from the 
parliament which had assembled as the outcome of the Reform 
of 1832. They drew up the following programme of reform . 
household suffrage, secret ballot, triennial parliaments, abolition of 
the property qualification for parliamentary candidates, payment 
of members of parliament. On May 23, the old Political Union 
was reorganised and this programme was handed over to it ^ 
In consequence of the agitation of the working men belonging to 
the Union, universal suffrage was substituted for household 
suffrage. The Birmingham programme, as we have seen, contained 
fifoe points only. Attwood would have nothing to do with 
equal electoral districts. His reasons for his attitude were 
highly remarkable and only came to light on May 7, 1839 0 ^^ 
day a deputation of Chartists, including O’Connor and Lovett, 
waited on Attwood to induce him to introduce the Charter 
into parhament. The following dialogue took place — ^ 

Lovett As representatives of the Chartist movement we 
request you, Mr Attwood ... to move for leave to bring m 
a Bill to parhament, entitled the People’s Charter. 

Attwood . That I refuse. I agree with the five points in 
what was called the People’s Charter, but there was one which 
went to alter the ancient mode of taking the suffrage in the 
electoral districts. The objection to it was * if the distnbution 
of the elective franchise were carried out in full, according to 
the People’s Charter, it would have the effect of giving to Ireland 

1 Birmingham Journal, June 10 and 17, 1837. 

* Place, MSS. 27821, p. 213, 
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one-half of the representation. If the Irish people went on 
increasing and the Enghsh people diminishing, it would give 
to the most miserable people on earth the power of making laws 
for this generous and industrious nation. 

Lovett : > We do not give way on the People’s Charter. The 
people of England and Scotland are unanimous upon it. . . . 
and we look upon the Irish as our brethren and as one family 
with ourselves. 

Attwood So do I, and I look on the Hindus as brethren, 
but I do not beheve there is one man in England who would 
give Ireland 200 and England only 400 members of parliament. 

This was Attwood’s actual point of view. He regarded 
democracy as an evil, even if it were a necessary evil, winch 
he had to take into consideration in order to be able to repeal 
Peel’s Act. His interests lay solely and entirely in the sphere 
of currency reform. 

Immediately after the Birmingham programme was drawn up 
the committee of theUnion decided to send out emissaries to agitate 
in ail the centres of industry and trade in the Midlands, the North 
of England and Scotland. The most important among the itinerant 
orators of Birmingham was John CoUins (1800-1850), a mechanic, 
who had worked 14 to 16 hours a day in steel pen factories 
from his tenth year until 1836. Later on he became Lovett’s 
friend and colleague, and was a fellow-pnsoner with him in 1840. 

4. — ^the national petition 

The committee meetings of the Political Union were held 
regularly every week, and testified to the indefatigable and 
feverish activity at the centre of the movement. The main 
result of the consultations was the resolve not to rest content 
any longer with local petitions of sporadic unions, but to get 
up a comprehensive and national manifesto, including every part 
of the country , a national petition was to be drawn up and signed 
by millions of male and female operatives and reformers and 
presented to parliament In March and April, 1838, the petition 
was drawn up by R. K. Douglas, the editor of the Birminghafn 
Journal, and published on May 14, 
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The text of the national petition was as follows — 

TO THE HONOURABLE COMMONS OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND 

** Tour Petitioners dwell in a land whose merchants are noted for 
enterprise, whose manufacturers are very skilful and whose work- 
men are proverbial for industry The land itself is goodly, the soil 
IS nch, the temperature wholesome ; it is abundantly furnished 
with the materials of commerce and trade ; it has numerous and 
convement harbours ; m facihty for mtemal communication it 
exceeds all others. For 23 years we have enjoyed a profound peace. 

Yet, with all these elements of natural prosperity, and with 
every disposition and capacity to take advantage of them, we find 
ourselves overwhelmed with public and pnvate suffenng. We are 
bowed down under a load of taxes, which notwithstanding falls 
greatly short of the wants of our rulers , our traders are tremblmg 
on the verge of bankruptcy ; our workmen are starving, capital 
brings no profit and labour no remuneration, the home of the 
artificer is desolate and the warehouse of the pawnbroker is full, the 
workhouse is crowded and the manufactory is deserted 
** We have looked on every side, we have searched diligently m 
order to find out the causes of distress, so sore and so long contmued. 

“ We can discover none in Nature, none m Providence. Heaven 
has dealt graciously with our people, but the foolishness of our rulers 
has made the goodness of God of no effect The energies of a 
mighty kingdom have been wasted to build up the power of selfish 
and Ignorant men, and its resources are squandered for their 
aggrandisement. 

The good of a party has been advanced to sacrifice the good of 
the nation ; the few have governed for the interest of the few , 
while the mterests of the many have been neglected or msolently 
and tyrannously trampled upon 

It was the fond expectation of the people that a remedy for the 
greater part, if not the whole, of their grievances would be found m 
the Reform Act of 1832 They were taught to regard that Act as 
a wise means to a worthy end , as the machinery of an improved 
legislation where the wnll of the masses would be at length potential. 
They have been bitterly and basely deceived The fruit which 
looked so fair to the eye has turned to dust and ashes when gathered 
The Reform Act has effected a transfer of power frpm one domi- 
neering party to another, and left the people as helpless as before. 
Our slavery has been exchanged for an apprenticeship of hberty, 
which has aggravated the painful feehng of our social degradation 
by addmg to it th.e sickenmg of a deferred hope. 
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We come before your honourable House to tell you m all 
humility that this state of thmgs must not be permitted to continue ; 
that it cannot long contmue without very senousiy endangenng 
the stability of the Throne and the peace of the kingdom ; and if 
by God's help and all lawful and constitutional means an end can 
be put to it, we are fully resolved that it shall speedily come to an 
end. We tell the honourable House that the capital of the master 
must no longer be deprived of its due profit , that the labour of the 
workman must no longer be deprived of its due reward ; that the 
laws which make food dear, money scarce, labour cheap, must be 
abohshed ; that taxation must be made to fall upon property, not 
on industry , that the good of the many must be made the sole 
end, as it is the legitimate end of government. 

" As a prehmmary essential to these and other requisite changes, 
as means by which alone the interests of the people can be effectively 
vmdicated and secured, we demand that those interests shall hie 
confided to the people. When the State calls for defenders, or for 
money, no consideration of ignorance or poverty can be pleaded in 
refusal or delay of the call. Required as we are to obey the laws, 
nature and reason entitle us to demand that, m the makmg of the 
laws, the umversal voice shall be imphcitly listened to. 

“ We perform the duties of free men, we must have the rights of 
free men. 

“ We demand : Umversal Suffrage . . . the Ballot , , . 
Annual Parliaments . . . Payment of Members . • • Aboli- 

tion of Property Qualification.*' » 

The object was now to make the petition a national question * 
to have it taken up by the masses of the United Kingdom. It 
was the same idea which the London Working Men's Union 
had held with regard to the Charter. The Birmingham men 
anticipated them, and the rivalry between them was soon notice- 
able. ^ttwood's prestige and that of the Political Union 
1832 gave precedence to the Birmingham Petition in the first 
place. But in the course of about six months the Charter had 
become the standard of the movement, givmg it its name and 
objective, whilst the Birmingham Petition was only regarded 
as an instrument in the warfare The victory achieved over 
Attwood by Lovett, a nearly unknown man, in the Midlands and 
in the North of England was to be ascribed, solely and absolutely, 
to the concrete form with which he clothed democratic prmciples. 

^ Btrmtngham Journal, May 19, 1838, 
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I. — ^THE LINE OF ACTION 

The events of the year 1837 iiiade themselves felt with sur- 
prising swiftness. In 1838 a rapid mobilisation of the working 
classes was the outcome of the preparation of the Charter and 
National Petition and of the foxmdation of the Chartist press. 
The whole populace seethed in a state of fermentation. Attwood 
and O'Connor took over the management of affairs and were 
supported by a brilliant staff of orators, such as Stephens, Vin- 
cent, Taylor, Lowery, Douglas, and Collins The demonstrations 
of the Midlands and the North of England became mihtary 
reviews. 

The masses of the working men marched everywhere in serried 
columns, accompanied by bands and standard bearers to the 
places of assembly. Mass meetings were held in all the industrial 
centres. And towards the end of the year sensational nocturnal 
gatherings took place, lit up by flickering torches, at which 
Stephens and O'Connor inflamed the masses with their speeches. 
The Northern Star declared for Owen's communist experiments 
and for the doctrines of Thomas Spence.^ 

The year 1838 seemed to Bronterre O’Brien to mark the actual 
commencement of the emancipation of the people ^ And Francis 
Place expressed the greatest astonishment at the rapid ebulhtion 
of popular sentiment : — 

The great excitement, which had already become noticeable 
at ^he commencement of 1838, swept over the southern and 
eastern counties of England and over South Wales Birmingham 
was the centre of the Midlands , Manchester and Newcastle 

^ * Northern Star, June 16, 1838 (leading article and page 4). 

» Opera^ve, November iS, 1838. 
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were the hotbeds of the northern countries; Edinburgh and 
Glasgow the foci of Scotland. The excitement spread rapidly 
in all directions.”" 

Birmingham was the actual starting-point. The tour of agita- 
tion undertaken by its missionary, John Collins, in Scotland 
resulted m an immediate success. The meetings which he held 
were thickly attended, to a far greater extent than those of 
Daniel O'Connell or O’Connor, ** In Scotland alone,” Collins 
reported to Birmmgham, " there is misery enough, intelhgence 
enough and zeal enough to realise our aims.” The trade unions 
everywhere took the most active part in the agitation, and 
worked hand in hand with the intellectual section of the working 
classes. The Scottish reformers then expressed the desire 
to arrange for holding a great demonstration in Glasgow, and 
to invite the leading reformers from London and Bimiinghani‘ 
The mvitation was issued m the last week of April, 1838. It was 
accepted, and the Glasgow demonstration was fixed for May 21 
The object of the demonstration was to cause the Scotch people 
to adopt and sign the National Petition. 

The committee of the Birmmgham Political Union now began 
to deal with the question as to how the moral power of the 
people could be organised to the best advantage in order to press 
the five points of the Petition upon the attention of parhament. 
It was well aware of the fact that parhament takes very little 
heed of petitions. In the meantime the government had appre- 
ciably restricted the time which had previously been reserved 
for the reading and discussion of petitions. Moreover, petitions 
up to this time were only local in their nature ; they proceeded 
from separate towns or from small groups united by a common 
interest. The Birmingham Petition was to be national in char- 
acter, embracing aU shades of popular opinion, and to be a mani- 
festo of the masses. Yet it was to be feared that the govemrr^nt 
would disregard a manifesto of this nature.^ The result of these 
deliberations was the outline of a plan to convoke a National 
Convention, a parliament of the people, which should bring the 
whole moral power of the people in support of the petiticai. 

‘ Place, MSS 27820, p 7. 
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The final weapon in the armoury of the Convention was to be a 
proclamation of a week’s national holiday, of a general strike 
during a week. The plans formulated by Benbow and the 
National Union between 1832 and 1834 appeared to have finally 
arrived at the point of being reahsed. 

This was the plan of campaign which Attwood and his friends 
drew up during the latter part of April and the first two weeks 
of May, 1838, and which they disclosed at the Glasgow demonstra* 
tion on May 21, This demonstration was the signal for mass- 
meetings to be held all over Great Bntain. In all parts delegates 
were elected for the commg Congress. The London meeting 
took place on September 17, 1838, in Westmmster Palace Yard, 
not far from the Houses of Parliament. It was not by any means 
so noisy as the demonstrations m the Midlands and the North 
of England It was precisely for this reason that it made a 
powerful impression upon the nation Durmg the meetmg in 
Birmingham (August 6, 1838) it was also resolved to raise a 
so-called National Rent ” or money contribution from those 
locahties which sent delegates to the Convention, viz , fifty 
shillings for every 1000 inhabitants In reality the demand was 
made to the working men’s associations and to the pohtical 
unions, but since the Correspondmg Act did not permit any 
aUiances between the organisations these meetmgs were con- 
voked as town meetings, the towns were pledged to make the 
payment of the National Rent,” and the delegates were 
regarded as the representatives of the towns. Accordmg to 
another regulation of the Correspondmg Act, the Convention 
could not comprise more than 49 members. 

The workmg classes had hardly wakened mto vigorous political 
existence than the first conflict arose with regard to party policy. 

2. — QUESTIONS OF POLICY AND INTERNAL DISSENSIONS 

fbe speeches dehvered by O’Connor, Stephens, and Taylor, as 
well as by their fnends in the North of England and in Scotland, 
roused misgivings m the Birmingham Umon, the London Workmg 
Men’s Association, and the great majority of the Scotch organisa- 
tions. They considered the contmual appeals to armed opposi- 
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tion to be prejudicial. The Birmingham Union laid the chief 
stress upon the organisation of the masses and their subordination 
to the leaders. The Londoners expected eveiything from the 
organisation, education, and mdependence of the working men 
and from democratic reform, and they were opposed to Chartism 
bemg mixed up in any way with the agitation against the new 
Poor Law, against PeePs Currency Acts or agamst any other social 
evils and abuses. Their watchword was : the concentration of 
all efiorts m order to obtain democratic rule. The Scotch were 
convinced adherents of a peaceful policy, and considered every 
appeal to physical force to weaken the influence of moral power, 
and to be a vote of censure upon the invincible power of truth. 
Stephens took very little heed of these protests, whilst in the 
case of O’Connor and O’Brien both of these principles of policy 
ebbed and flowed according to events and the circumstances 
with which they had to deal. 

During the last two months of 1838 Stephens was the apostle 
of terrorism. In a pubhc meeting of 6,000 operatives at Norwich 
he exclaimed : — 

I tell the rich to make their will. The people are with us, 
the soldiers are not against us The working men have produced 
all the wealth and they are miserable. They want no more 
than a fair day’s wage for a fair day’s work. There is one pin 
on which the title of all property is hung, and that is the imchange- 
able right of the working men to a comfortable subsistence. . . . 
The working man is the groimd landlord of all the property in 
the kingdom. If he has it not he has a right to come down on 
the rich until he gets it.”^ The central organ of the Chartists 
reported these speeches fairly completely every w^. 

Particularly violent or incendiary phrases must, however, 
have been suppressed, for John Colhns, who occasionally spoke 
from the same platform as Stephens, reported to the comm^tee 
of the Birmingham Pohtical Union that Stephens incited m the 
plainest language to the burning down of factories and to the 
murder of any particularly obnoxious police. Also in the form 
in which his speeches were printed in the Northern Star tt^ 
1 Northern Star, November 10, 1838. • 
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sotmd suf&ciently terrorising. The Birmingham Union demanded 
the exclusion of Stephens from the movement. Also the news- 
papers of the middle classes made a great outcry against the 
agitation of terrorism. On the other hand, O'Connor stood by 
Stephens all the more steadfastly, and called upon the working 
men to form a bodyguard for Stephens and to defend him 
against his enemies with all their physical strength. At the 
close of 1838, O’Connor was nervous, exhausted, and mentally un- 
balanced as the result of his incessant, harrying agitation. In 
supporting Stephens’s tactics there is no doubt that he exceeded 
the dictates of his reason. For he was of opinion that his energies 
were coming to an end, so that he aimed at some violent action 
to obtain the Charter in the shortest possible time. He even 
fixed a definite limit, viz , September 29, 1839, on which date the 
British people were to have attained the fulfilment of its desires. 

He had barely heard of the dissatisfaction in Birmingham when 
he went there to defend Stephens and himself. In two meetings 
he laid down his point of view and made a determined appeal to 
working men with fustian jackets, bhstered hands and unshorn 
chins.” On December i the Birmingham Political Union adopted, 
however, the following resolution : — 

This Union expressly and in the strongest manner condemns 
all exhortations to physical force for the purpose of procuring 
Universal Suffrage and the other objects of the National 
Petition.” 

A reconciliation actually took place between O’Connor and 
the Bimaingham men, but the former decided to sever his con- 
nection with Attwood’s society. 

At the end of December O’Connor spoke in London and 
defended his line of action. Lovett opposed him, saying — 
The whole physical force agitation is harmful and injurious 
to^e movement. Muskets are not what are wanted, but educa- 
tim and schooling of the working people Stephens and O’Connor 
are shattering the movement, in setting secondary demands in 
the foreground. Violent words do not slay the enemies but 
the friends of our movement. O’Connor wants to take every- 
thing by storm and to pass the Charter into law within a year. 
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All this hurry and haste, this bluster and menace of armed 
opposition can only lead to premature outbreaks and to the 
destruction of Chartism. If Stephens, O’Connor, and their 
adherents cannot realise this, many will leave the movement. 
What happened to the London National Union > Benbow’s 
violent phrases crushed the life out of it. Agitation by moral 
weapons will never succeed so long as they are considered 
ineffectual in comparison to physical weapons.”^ 

In December also a conference of the delegates from the 
Scotch organisations was held in Edinburgh in order to deal 
with the dissension. It adopted the following resolution : — 
“This meeting deems it quite unnecessary to express any 
opinion on the question whether it be constitutional or no for 
the people to have arms and to use them in their own defence, 
because they have a full conviction that in the present struggle 
for liberty the exercise of moral power is completely adequate 
to obtain it in spite of all opposition. 

“ Relying with unshaken confidence on the efficacy of the 
many moral means the people possess for the achievement of 
their rights, we unequivocally denounce in the strongest terms 
any appeals to physical force, any exhortations to buy arms, 
being fully persuaded such appeals tend to diminish the vast 
influence of moral power. If the people would only use, with 
wisdom, vigour and perseverance, constitutional and peaceful 
means in the present struggle, no government whatever could 
long resist their just claims to civil and political equality. We 
disclaim any connection with those who use violent language, 
which IS both illegal and injurious. The chief thing is organisa- 
tion, payment of members’ dues, part of which should be devoted 
to literature and lecturing, and to teach self-reform as the great 
and only source from which can spring social and political 
happiness, good government, pure and virtuous institutions.’ *2 
In spite of ah the resolutions and statements, no decision 
was arrived at, which held good for the whole movement. Its 
policy continued to oscillate backwards and forwards, for owing 
to the obsolete Corresponding Act it was not possible for a 
» NorCkern Star, Dec, 29, 1838. * Trm Scotsman, Dec. 8, 183S. 



44 


THE CHARTIST MOBILISATION 


movement to possess unity of action. The only watchword 
that was universally accepted was Peacefully if we may ; 
forcibly if we must Under the circumstances of the time the 

must ” was a much more probable contingency than the 
'' may.'' 

3. — SOCIALIST AIM AND END 

As the Chartist movement progressed increasing interest was 
shown in its ranks in the ultimate object to be attained and 
in social and economic problems. AU the Chartists entertained 
definite aims, or, as they were called at the time, ulterior motives, 
for which they entered into the struggle for the Charter as a 
means to the end. 

Owenism, which since 1835 had fallen to quite an unimportant 
position, received a fresh impetus in the years 1837-8, which 
it maintained until 1842. Its central organ, the New Moral 
World, which came into existence at the extinction of the Crtsts, 
was removed to Manchester and Leeds. Owenite congresses 
and meetings again became well attended. 

Letters from working men were very often directed to the 
editors of the Chartist press, askmg them to print articles on 
capital and wage labour. On this pomt Bronterre O'Brien wrote 
as follows : — 

"lam repeatedly urged by friends and correspondents to write 
some articles on wages or, what amounts to the same, on the 
conflicting claims of labour and capital. I would gladly comply, 
but what is the good of discussing what we have no power of 
interfering with ^ Of what possible use to broach theories 
which are incapable of being reduced to practice under the 
present condition of society ^ Besides, were I just now to 
promulgate what I believe to be the truth respecting capital, 
I should of necessity alarm and offend many parties which are 
ze^feusly co-operating with us for universal suffrage. I think 
that until the question of universal suffrage is settled, we cannot 
with advantage enter deeply into that of labour and capital."^ 

^Operative, November 25, 1838; similarly m the National Re- 
former, February 25, 1837. 
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When O’Bnen, hy O^Connor’s desire, condescended to write 
an article on questions affecting property, the issue of the paper 
in which it occurred had a record sale.i Most of the leaders held 
the same opinion as the expounder of Chartism. The ultimate 
aim was, therefore, designated by the charactenstic expression, 
Ulterior Motives. There is no possible room for doubt as to the 
social-revolutionary aim of Chartism up to the year 1845. A 
Radical pohtician of the middle classes to whom this state of 
affairs was repugnant, wrote in 1839 — 

Owenism, as those are aware who habitually watch the 
progress of opinion, is at present in one form or another, the 
actual creed of a great portion of the working classes. ”2 
And in writing a survey of the year 1839 a Conservative 
politician philosophised as follows * — 

Apart from the political demands of the Chartists, the 
movement is characterised by other noteworthy conceptions. 
The hostility of the Chartists is directed less against the privileged 
condition of society, which up to the present was the particular 
, object of democratic indignation, than against capitalists in 
general. The movement is, in fact, an insurrection which is 
expressly directed against the middle classes. A violent change 
in the system of government is demanded by the Chartists not 
for the purpose of receiving more power and privileges, but^ — 
as far as their aim permits of any definition — ^for the purpose of 
producing a hitherto non-existent condition of society, m which 
wage labour and capital do not exist at aU.’'® 

The Central organ of Chartism declared in the plainest terms 
''Socialism and Chartism pursue the same aims, they only 
differ in their methods.”^ Nevertheless, there was one section of 
the orthodox Owenites, most notably Robert Owen himself, 
who remained unsympathetic or even hostile to Chartism. How 
IS this strange phenomenon to be explained ? How did this 
attraction and repulsion originate ? 

1 Northern Star, June 2 and 16, 1838. 

• Westminster Review, April, 1839, pp 496 and sqq, 

» Annual Register, 1839, 1 , 304. 

* Northern Star, January 21, 1843 (leading article). 
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It IS useless to seek for a satisfactory answer in the papers 
belonging to these two movements. At the best, the answer 
might by chance be discovered that it was parliamentarism that 
divided the two factions. The answer mistakes the symptom 
for the cause In both camps there was a lack of thinkers on 
social philosophy who were in a position to work out the problem 
to its logical conclusion. 

Both the problem and its solution are the result, however, 
of the difference that had arisen between a Utopia and a class 
movement, between a sect and a political party. The syndicalist 
phase (1832 to 1834) revealed the chasm existing between 
Utopia and class movement, whilst the commencement of the 
Chartist and parliamentary phase disclosed the contrast between 
sect and party. The masses of the working class who adhered 
to Chartism adopted the social criticism of Owenism, but they 
rejected its dogmas of salvation, which Owen considered as 
precisely the most important of his whole system, and he regarded 
Chartism therefore as a retrograde step. 

The years 1839-45 mark the period when Owenism as a social 
system fell to pieces 

There is no doubt that the silence observed as to the final aimS( 
in addition to the dissensions and polemics between the Owenite 
Socialists and the Chartists,, were responsible for the social 
revolutionary character of Chartism being sometimes misimder- 
stood. Another factor contributory to this misunderstanding 
was the demand of the trade unions : A fair day's wages for a 
fair day's work " Quite apart from the fact that the logical 
consequence of this demand, as understood by the Chartists, 
implied the abolition of capitalism and the enforcement of 
the doctrine of natural law that the labourer ought to 
receive as his wage the whole product of his labour, the 
schoohnaster of Chartism allowed no doubt to exist as to 
his opinion that this demand could only be reahsed by par- 
liament being ruled by the mass of the working men, that is 
to say, that they shquld make use of political power for the 
purpose of effecting an economic revolution in the interests of 
the proletariat. He informed his readers that : '' ' A fair day's 
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wage ’ is a very captivating sort of phrase, but may be moulded 
into as many different meanings. Under present conditions 
there is no possibility of realising that demand The combined 
power of capital, machinery, and competition must continually 
reduce the wages and prospects of working men to promote 
their interests by trades union means alone Trades imions, 
at best, can only prevent the employers cutting down the wages 
of mechanics and artisans to the level of agricultural labour. 
The trade union is only in some degree efficacious in those 
branches of labour in which the personal skill of the mechanic 
still plays an important part. Is there any hope that without 
an entire change of the system the operative will be able to 
command a fair day’s wage for a fair day’s work ? The thing is, 
in my opinion, impossible.”^ 

Even Lovett’s declaration that capital, land, and labour belong 
to one another and render production possible® must not be 
interpreted in a middle class sense. The English working men 
considered capital to mean stored-up labour. Even at the present 
day they adhere to this definition ® 

The full meaning of the Charter for the Chartist masses of the 
North of England was most clearly defined by Stephens in the 
great meeting on Kersal Moor, near Manchester •— 

" The principle of the resolution on which I have to speak is 
a principle which every man was obhged to acknowledge — ^the 
principle which acknowledged the right of every man that 
breathes God’s free air and trod upon God’s free earth to have 
his home and his hearth, and his wife and his children, as securely 
guaranteed to him as to any right the aristocracy has created. 
This question of universal suffrage is a knife and fork question, 
after all, a bread and cheese question, notwithstanding all that 
has been said against it ; and if any man should ask me what I 
mean by universal suffrage I should reply : That every working 
man in the land has the right to have a good coat on his back, 
a comfortable abode in which to shelter himself and his family, 
a good dinner upon his table, and no more work than is necessary 

* Operative, November 4, 1838. * Sun, September 13, 1838 

» Daily Herald, May 12, 1912. 
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to keep him in good health, and so much wages for his work as 
should keep him in plenty and afford him the enjo5mient of all 
the blessings of life, which a reasonable man could desire . . . 
Behind universal suffrage I want to see that knowledge in the 
mind, that principle in the heart, that power in the conscience, 
that strength in the right arm that would enable the working 
man to meet his master boldly, upright on his feet, without the 
brand mark of the bondman upon his brow, and without the 
blush of shame and slavery upon his cheek. I want to see the 
working man as free in the mill as when he goes into the wilderness 
— as free spoken when he goes for his wages as he is when he 
spends a part of it with his companion. I want to see every man 
so free as to speak his mind, act according to his conscience, 
and do no one any injury. ... I second the resolution, 
and shall support it with heart and soul, so far as I can, and as 
fax as you can with me if you acted the same way, and we shall 
ultimately carry the Charter.''^ 

No lengthy explanation is necessary to arrive at the conclusion 
that Stephens's ideal could not be realised under capitalist con- 
ditions and that it implies a transitional period from Capitalism 
to Socialism 

These were the aims chenshed by the working men when they 
entered into the Chartist struggle and elected delegates to the 
National Convention.® 

^ Northern Siar^ September 29, 1838. 

» Stephens was also elected a delegate, but he was arrested at the 
end of December, 1838. 
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THE GENERAL CONVENTION 

X. — ^THE OPENING OF THE CONVENTION 

The immediate result of the efforts made during 1838 was the 
National Convention, which met in London on February 4, 1839, 
for the purpose of inducing parliament to adopt the National 
Petition and the People’s Charter. The Convention was the first 
Labour Parliament in Great Britain. Its original title was the 
National Convention, but since that name revived recollections 
of the French Revolution and contnbuted to increase the enmity 
of the ruhng classes towards Chartism, the Chartist leaders agreed 
to alter it. From this time it was called : " The General Con- 
vention of the Industrious Classes of Great Bntam.” 

The number of the delegates elected in the various towns 
and districts was 56, 53 of whom accepted their mandates. The 
delegates were not by any means united in their views and plans. 
They gradually formed three parties, a Right, a Left, and a 
Centre. The Right, to which J. P. Cobbett, Hadley, Salt, and 
Wade belonged, was dead against any serious contest or any 
violent speech, and was in favour of the Convention acting strictly 
within the letter of the law. The great majority of the Conven- 
tion, including O’Connor, Lovett, and O’Brien, were for legal and 
constitutional means , by “ constitutional ” they understood 
struggles and resistance to constituted authority mterpreted by 
O’Connor, on the one hand, probably as street fighting, whilst 
Lovett, on the other, would be thinMng of demonstrations and 
protests, possibly leading to trials and imprisonment of delegates. 
The Left consisted of Taylor, Cardo, Ryder, Ham^, Frost, 
Bums, Bussey, Marsden, and Lowery, who by degrees arrived 
at the firm conviction that insurrection was to be preferred to 
any number of speeches or petitions, 
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Few indeed of the delegates entered the Convention with 
clearly defined views of the policy to be adopted. Broadly 
speaking, there was first of all a distinct endeavour to promote 
the objects of the Convention , td encourage the masses to sign 
the Petition, to enlist the interest of members of parliament for 
the Petition and the Charter, and to enlighten the pubhc opinion 
of the Charter by their discussions. All of them were well aware 
of the fact that strong divergences of opinion as to policy existed 
amongst the delegates , they exerted themselves, however, 
to gloss over in silence their points of difference, to lay stress 
on their common principles and to work together m harmony. 
This was particularly evident in the election of Lovett to the 
secretaryship of the Convention. For this office he had been 
proposed by John Colhns. The Convention seemed to be 
practically unanimous in adopting this proposal, when O'Brien 
rose and opposed it. He indicated that Lovett's policy might 
not be acceptable to the delegates of the North ; he urged the 
difference between the views of the London Woiking Men's 
Association and those of the organisations in the North of Eng- 
land, and he moved that other names should be proposed. Dele- 
gates from all parts of the country spoke in opposition to O'Brien, 
and recommended that Lovett should be elected as secretary. 
O'Brien then withdrew his motion, whereupon Lovett was 
unanimously elected to be permanent secretaiy of the first 
labour parliament in Great Bntain. John Taylor, in his 
matenals for a history of the Convention, refers thus to the 
circumstance — 

'' While I am bound to confess that I came to London much 
prejudiced against Lovett and all who belonged to the Working 
Men’s Association, looking upon them as no better than tools 
of the Whigs. ... I will unhesitatingly affirm now that no 
appointment could have given more satisfaction to the Conven- 
tion or to the country, nor could any man have surpassed WiUiam 
Lovett in talent, in energy, and m honesty." ^ 

^ Place, MSS 27831, p 143. Taylor's materials appeared in one 
of the Chartist papers of the North of England or of Scotland ; Place 
collected the cuttings, but did not quote the title of the newspaper. 
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During the first week of the Convention £700 odd was collected 
in party contributions. The Convention appointed its most 
prominent orators to be " missionaries/’ in order to enhghten the 
masses of the working classes concerning the nature and signi- 
ficance of the Charter and to complete the organisations It 
also appointed a committee upon whom the task devolved of 
getting mto communication with members of parliament and 
winning them over to support the Petition and the Charter, and 
to elicit information from them as to the attitude of parliament 
to the Charter. The views of many of the members of parlia- 
ment were unknown to the labour leaders ; on the other hand, 
the government lost no time in annoimcing its position with 
regard to Chartism 

On February 5, 1839, one day after the meeting of the Conven- 
tion, parhament was opened with a Queen *s Speech, in which the 
following statement was made among others : — 

'' I have observed with pam the persevering efforts which 
have been made in some parts of the country to excite my sub- 
jects to disobedience and resistance to the law, and to recommend 
dangerous and illegal practices/’ ^ 

This was a distinct hint to the Chartists that the government 
was only waiting for an opportunity to set the forces of the State 
in movement against the reformers. The Convention replied 
with an address to the people, in which the attention of the 
Queen and the government was called to the impropriety of their 
warning. The address also contained a threat of armed r^ist- 
ance : < 

If forced to resort to self-defence, even to that last tribunal 
we are prepared to appeal rather than continue in bondage, and 
rather to lay our heads upon the block as freemen than to rest 
them on the pillow as slaves. Interference by force, however, 
depends not upon us ; and if the infatuation of those m power 
prompt them to have recourse to it, so surely as in the exercise 
of it they dare to trench upon the liberties of Britons, so surely 
shall they be met with that stem resolve which prompts men 
either to conquer or die/’ ^ 

1 Tmes, February 6 , 1839. 


2 Charier, February 17, 1839* 
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The Convention was denuded of nearly half the number of 
its members by the appointment of the delegates sent on tour 
as missionaries for the purpose of agitating, and also by the 
withdrawal of members to serve on committees. On this 
account the discussions in the public sittings were seldom 
exhaustive or systematic. The Convention sat with interrup- 
tions until September 14, 1839 , yet there were only two subjects 
which occupied the time of the Convention, viz., the attitude 
towards the free trade agitation and the question of the ulterior 
measures ” which were to be adopted if parhament rejected the 
Petition and the Charter. The rules for the attitude of the 
working classes towards the Anti-Com Law agitation were 
laid down by the Convention without opposition. It was quite 
a different matter with the ulterior measures ; in the discussions 
of this critical question, which also included that of arming and 
the general strike, the opposing views were sharply divided, 
leading finally to secessions, divisions, and imprisonments. 

a. — ^DISCUSSION ON FREE TRADE 

In 1836 — the year when the London Working Men's Associa- 
tion was founded — some Radical members of Parhament, George 
Grote, J Hume, Molesworth, and Roebuck, met one day and 
called the Anti-Corn-Law Association mto being In spite 
of the great hterary reputation and oratorical gifts of its foundeis, 
and notwithstanding their political prestige, the association 
made no progress. The working men were turning their atten- 
tion to Universal Suffrage and to the political organisation of 
their class. The London middle classes, such as the shop- 
keepers, traders, tradesmen, and financiers, were not particularly 
interested in a question which mainly affected the industrial 
classes of the Midlands and the North of England. Moreover, 
London had ceased to be the centre for popular agitations. The 
great pohtical period of the metropohs of the British Empire ex- 
tended from 1770 to 1831, when the issue was the overthrow of 
the oligarchy and the rise of the middle classes to power. Whilst 
the struggle for this reform was in progress the economic and 
political centre of gravity was shifted to the North of England, 
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to. the great centres of industry, which had been called into 
existence between 1770 and 1830 by the Industrial Revolution. 
London acquired in the main a commercial, intellectual, admin- 
istrative, and financial character ; its interests increased in 
diversity and variety, scattering its representatives apart. This 
tendency became intensified by the migration to the suburbs, 
by extensive building, and the wide area occupied by the group 
of towns which goes by the name of London. The London 
Working Men’s Association had already expenenced the disrup- 
tive and dispersive influence of London life. The Owenites gradu- 
ally had the same experience ; and even the Radical free traders 
soon discovered that they were not m a position to create a 
popular agitation in favour of their idea The Anti-Corn Law 
Association pined away, and could neither live nor die, for on 
the one hand it was bom in unfavourable surroundings, whilst 
on the other hand it corresponded to certain economic interests 
of the country and without doubt justified its existence. It 
possessed an ably and cleverly managed organ in the Sun ; it 
had popular leaders , all it lacked was the backing of the masses. 
In 1837, when the political agitation of the working men, known 
a year later as Chartism, began to arrest the attention of the 
nation, the Sun made the attempt to win over the working men 
to the side of the Anti-Com Law Association. The Radical 
operatives had at all times opposed the landed interests ; even the 
Poor Man's Guardian had often declared for free trade ; the chief 
Labour leaders saw eye to eye with the Radical members of 
parliament Why, then, should it not be possible to induce 
the masses to enter the fight against the Com Laws ? To be 
sure, the working men stood above all for the introduction of 
universal suffrage. It was not possible, however, for this demand 
to be realised immediately in spite of its inherent justice , let 
the working men therefore assist the middle classes first of all 
m their fight against the Corn Laws ; a victorious issue of this 
stmggle would also be beneficial to the working men and would 
in addition weaken the economic position of the landed nobility ; 
in this manner the political power of the latter, which was always 
opposed to progress, would be severely crippled. When the 

ID 
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< I ,.»s 1,.„1 I.,.™ abollsW tta middle desses wMld „rk 

Uw the iiilriidiirtinn of universal suffrage 

•!his on tho part of the S«« missed fire, and its 

,lrriu.n«-.l the mistrust of the London Working Men’s 
Ahho. lat.on tow.ndH the free traders. The working men knew 
thf vnJur of tin- p»oiiiiscs of the middle classes from their experi- 
.•ui OH in the years iHjo-iHja, and the attempt to enlist them in 
the free trade campaign appeared to them to be an imderhand 
trick to divert their attention from the fight for universal 
auffrage. 

The distrust, moreover, was mutual. The leaders of the Anti- 


Corn Law Association were in favour of universal suffrage, but 
they were of opinion that circumstances were not yet in its 
favour. 1‘he opcr.itives were m a bad material condition, and 
W(>uld theiofoie vole against the propertied classes, regardless 
iif consenueuces, and overwhelm them by force of numbers 
In the United States of America, where differences of class were 
n«»{ so accentualetl, universal suffrage might indeed work 
vi/cll. Not so in England, however, where wealth and poverty 
were sharply lonlrnsted and divided society into antago- 
nistic classes. England was standing on the eve of a great trial 
of strength l»ctween Capital and Labour ; it would therefore 
}« advisable to bring the working men into a calmer state of 
mind by a sounder trade policy, and to provide them first of all 
with cheaper means of subsistence and with good employment. 
After this policy had led to the desired results then umversal 
suflnigc might Ihi granted to them. 

lioth particH, in their mutual distrust, misunderstood each 
other, anil O'Hticn imd O’Connor did their utmost to increase 
tlse distrust Indwccn the working men and the Radicals. 

About two weeks before the London meeting of September 17, 
1837, in favour of the Charter, the Sm prmted a leading article, 
in which it was stated that 

“ The xyth inst., on which the Chartists are to hold their 
great meeting at Westminster, rapidly approaches According to 
our view, that meeting will lead either to immediate benefit, or 
much mischief, as it is conducted to promote a repeal of the Com 
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Laws or to procure the establishment of the People's Charter. 
AU those who wish to stave off, as long as possible, the 
trial of strength between the proprietary and working classes, 
ought, we think, to direct that meeting to the attainment of the 
former object. Should resolutions be passed in favour of now 
agitating for the People's Charter, the question of the Com 
Laws will for the moment be stifled, and the capitalists, who 
are known to dread the labourers, will at once unite to oppose 
them to the utmost of their power. Not only will the oppor- 
tunity be lost of effecting a great practical good by procuring 
the repeal of the Starvation Laws, but angry agitation and great 
confusion, it is to be apprehended, will ensue." ^ The Sun advises 
those people who attend the meeting to move an amendment 
that it would be better to direct the energies of the people to 
the abolition of the accursed Com Laws, this aim having more 
prospect of being attained than the Charter." 

A few days later the same newspaper declared • — 

** It is said by some of the speakers at popular meetings that 
ihe observations made of late on the subject of the Com Laws 
axe designed to divert the attention of the people from the 
discussion of the more important question of the Charter. Even 
the Sfectator of last Saturday asserted that there is an attempt 
on the part of the ministerial press to divert the attention of the 
working classes from pohtical changes to the overthrow of the 
Com Laws ; the desperate Whigs throw their cry of the Com 
Laws amongst the working classes as a tub to a whale This is 
totally without foundation. The assertion is borrowed from the 
Times Standard, . . . We admit the justice of universal 

suffrage, but we deny the prudence of bringing it forward now, 
when there is no earthly chance of its being carried by this 
parliament, instead of bending all their energies to get rid of the 
Com Laws." 

Lovett rejected with scorn this advice of the free traders, 
and stoutly maintained that free trade was merely a tub for the 
proletarian whale. He was of opinion that universal suffrage 

1 Sun, September 5, 1837* 

» Ihtd,, September 10, ii, la and 18, 1837. 
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Com Laws had been abohshed the middle classes would work 
for the introduction of universal suffrage. 

This attempt on the part of the Sun missed fire, and its 
arguments deepened the mistmst of the London Working Men’s 
Association towards the free traders The working men knew 
the value of the promises of the middle classes from their experi- 
ences in the years 1830-1832, and the attempt to enlist them in 
the free trade campaign appeared to them to be an underhand 
trick to divert their attention from the fight for universal 
suffrage. 

The distrust, moreover, was mutual. The leaders of the Anti- 
Corn Law Association were in favour of universal suffrage, but 
they were of opinion that circumstances were not yet in its 
favour. The operatives were in a bad material condition, and 
would therefore vote against the propertied classes, regardless 
of consequences, and overwhelm them by force of numbers 
In the United States of Amenca, where differences of class were 
not so accentuated, universal suffrage might indeed work 
well. Not so in England, however, where wealth and poverty 
were sharply contrasted and divided society into antago- 
nistic classes England was standing on the eve of a great trial 
of strength between Capital and Labour ; it would therefore 
be advisable to bring the working men into a calmer state of 
mind by a sounder trade policy, and to provide them first of all 
with ch^per means of subsistence and with good emplo5iment. 
After this policy had led to the desired results then umversal 
suffrage might be granted to them. 

Both parties, in their mutual distrust, misunderstood each 
other, and O’Brien and O’Connor did their utmost to increase 
the distrust between the working men and the Radicals. 

About two weeks before the London meeting of September 17 
1837, in favour of the Charter, the Sun printed a leading article’ 
in which it was stated that — 

‘ The 17th inst , on which the Chartists are to hold their 
great meeting at Westminster, rapidly approaches. According to 
our view, that meeting will lead either to immediate benefit, or 
much mischief, as it is conducted to promote a repeal of the Com 
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Laws or to procure the establishment of the People’s Charter. 
All those who wish to stave ofif, as long as possible, the 
trial of strength between the proprietary and working classes, 
ought, we think, to direct that meeting to the attainment of the 
former object. Should resolutions be passed in favour of now 
agitating for the People’s Charter, the question of the Com 
Laws will for the moment be stifled, and the capitalists, who 
are known to dread the labourers, will at once unite to oppose 
them to the utmost of their power. Not only will the oppor- 
tunity be lost of effecting a great practical good by procuring 
the rejSeal of the Starvation Laws, but angry agitation and great 
confusion, it is to be apprehended, wiU ensue.” ^ The Sun advises 
those people who attend the meeting to move an amendment 
that it would be better to direct the energies of the people to 
** the abolition of the accursed Corn Laws, this aim having more 
prospect of being attained than the Charter ” 

A few days later the same newspaper declared : — 

It is said by some of the speakers at popular meetings that 
.the observations made of late on the subject of the Com Laws 
are designed to divert the attention of the people from the 
discussion of the more important question of the Charter Even 
the Spectator of last Saturday asserted that there is an attempt 
on the part of the ministerial press to divert the attention of the 
working classes from political changes to the overthrow of the 
Com Laws , the desperate Whigs throw their cry of the Com 
Laws amongst the working classes as a tub to a whale. This is 
totally without foundation. The assertion is borrowed from the 
T%mesdSii.t]xQStandard. . . . We admit the justice of universal 
suffrage, but we deny the pradence of bringing it forward now, 
when there is no earthly chance of its being carried by this 
parliament, instead of bending all their energies to get rid of the 
Com Laws.” 

Lovett rejected with scorn this advice of the free traders, 
and stoutly maintained that free trade was merely a tub for the 
proletarian whale. He was of opinion that universal suffrage 

^ Sun, September 5, 1837. 

■ Ibtd,, September 10, ii, 12 and r8. 1837. 
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stood first and foremost , when this had been obtained, then there 
wonld be a possibility of securing reforms in the cause of freedom, 
and among them the abolition of the com taxes. 

,The London Anti-Com Law Association was incapable of 
ai^complishing anything Its place was taken by the Anti-Corn 
Law Association founded in Manchester in October, 1838, which 
a year later became known throughout the world as the Anti-Com 
Law League Richard Cobden soon joined it and became the 
most important of its agitators and leaders He was opposed to 
compromise and preached a class war against landowners He 
considered the com duties to be the greatest hindrance m 
the way of any progress in English industnes. He immediately 
drew up a petition to parhament, in which he referred to the 
increase in foreign competition, and argued that it could be suc- 
cessfully countered by England only if it decided to abolish the 
Com Laws 

Two answers were given to the question as to how free trade 
could neutralise the effect of foreign competition The answer 
given by the leaders of this agitation can be summarised as 
follows . The more the masses have to pay for the means of sub- 
sistence, the less they are able to spend on manufactured goods 
On this account the internal demand for manufactured articles 
is low. The abolition of the corn taxes would in itself reduce the 
price of food, and the people would therefore be in a position to 
spend more on manufactured goods and to increase the demand 
for them. An increase of this demand implies a greater industrial 
activity, more employment, and higher wages. Contentment 
would again visit the masses, and would make an end of all the 
struggles for trades unionism and for social reform. The 
abolition of the com taxes would then open the English market 
to foreign com, foreign agriculture would obtain a higher revenue, 
and the agricultural nations would have less reason to turn to 
industrial pursuits, theieby entering into competition with 
Englishmen. In return for their com they wiU be able to obtain 
articles of English manufacture at a cheaper price than if they 
produced them themselves. It was only the Enghsh corn 
duties, and not, as the Tories argued, the Continental system of 
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Napoleon^ that induced Prussia to build factories and to drive 
out English trade by extremely low wages. If foreign countries 
remain predominantly agricultural in character they will purchase 
English goods, thereby ensuring industrial prosperity for England, 
and industrial prosperity signifies high wages for working men 
and contentment in their homes The abolition of the corn taxes 
would, therefore, bring happiness and social peace to England 

The other answer to the question was to the effect that free 
trade means low prices for means of subsistence, and cheap food 
means low wages, and it is only low wages that can put England 
in a position to meet foreign competition successfully, for foreign 
competition is based upon the low wages which are paid to 
operatives abroad 

The principle of political economy that was at the bottom of 
both of these answers was at that time uncontested, viz , that 
wages depended on the prices of the necessaries of life, or in other 
words, that wages are nothing else than the amount of the 
necessaries of life which are required by the working classes. 
The former answer, however, included also the idea that supply 
and demand exert some additional influence upon the scale of 
wages : the greater the demand for operatives, the higher the 
rise of wages above the level of the minimum of the necessaries 
requisite to life. 

Judging by the first answer, the working men would be particu- 
larly interested in the abolition of the corn taxes , this was the 
view adopted by Cobden and the majority of the Liberal free 
traders. According to the second answer, the whole question of 
free trade was entirely without significance for the working man 
the iron law of wages would prevail, with or without free trade, 
until the working men should replace the whole capitalist system 
by the Socialist system, or until the working man should exercise a 
powerful influence in parliament by means of universal suffrage, 
and could protect the produce of their work by legislative powers. 

These statements of divergent views were voiced in meetings 
and in the press as early as 1838. 

^ The Tory view of the beginning of German manufactures appears 
to be historically correct. 
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As already mentioned, parhament met on February 5 > 1839, 
and the Chartist Convention on the previous day. At the same 
time the leaders of the Anti-Corn Law agitation met m conference 
in London, in order to present their petition to parliament, to 
bring on a debate by means of concerted action on the part of the 
Liberal members, such as Vilhers, Molesworth, Clay, and Hume. 
The debate took place in the middle of March ; it lasted four days, 
and was concluded, as in previous years, by a rejection of the 
free trade motion Clay, a Liberal member, made a particularly 
remarkable speech, in which he disposed of the allegation that the 
people took no interest in the free trade agitation, and that the 
free traders were speculating on a reduction of wages. On this 
point he made the following rejoinder * — 

" Wages would not fall because the Com Laws were repealed, 
but because, in our struggle with foreign manufactures, it would be 
impossible to get a profit enabling us to pay high wages. . . , 
It is said the worbng classes kept aloof, but why ? Is it because 
they believe m the Com Laws ? No ! but because they don’t 
expect relief from a parliament as at present constituted. Again, 
they say, if we refuse to join the middle classes in procuring 
repeal they will join us in demanding the People’s Charter. 
Let the House beware lest they make good that prophecy, lest 
in the utter hopelessness of seeing justice done in this matter 
it drives the middle classes to make common cause with the 
working classes, and to force on a change in our form of govern- 
ment as the only means of ridding themselves of what they feel 
to be an intolerable oppression. As yet the members of this 
House had the time to prevent the alliance — as yet they might 
withdraw all the better portion, even of the working classes, the 
honest and well-intentioned, from the guidance of the visionary, 
the fanatic, the revolutionist, and the incendiary.”^ 

Naturally, Clay comprised in this category Stephens, Oastler, 
Owen, O’Brien, and O’Connor. The spokesmen of the Chartist 
opposition against the free trade agitation were O’Connor and 
O’Brien. O’Connor argued as follows • — 

' Ttmes^ March 14, 1839 ; Hansard's Parhamentary D&haies, 
third senes, voL 46, pp. 516-519. 
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“ The Anti-Com Law Association is composed principally of 
master manufacturers, whose interest is to buy labour at the 
cheapest market and sell the produce of labour at the dearest 
market. Machinery will always help the employer to buy labour 
cheap. . . . The League is composed of the owners of 
machinery, and machinery is the great, the monster enemy of 
an unrepresented people. It is the new-born influence of the 
master manufacturers which forced the Reform Bill from the 
Tory Party. And for the last ten years they have gone on 
establishing the details by which the Bill should be made bene- 
ficial to their order. Poor Law, Corporation Reform Bill, Rural 
Police Bill, appointment of Whig magistrates, and now they 
require the abolition of the Corn Laws. Since machinery and 
capital became represented in the House of Commons the 
hostility between master and man has become greater every year, 
and this has arisen from the discovery made by the working 
classes that capital thinks of nothing else but of the subjugation 
of labour. Landlords treat their labourers as a rule well, and are 
controlled by the public opinion of their order, while manufac- 
turers have no other rule but buying cheap and selling dear. 
. . . Trade and industry have denationalised Englishmen and 
made them cosmopolitan.’*^ 

This was the strain in which the most popular of the Chartists 
spoke. It was not without reason that O'Brien reproached 
O'Connor with arguing like a country squire, whilst the subject 
ought to be approached from a democratic standpoint.* 

O'Brien wrote a great deal against the free trade agitation , 
but there were not many ideas underlying his articles. His 
arguments may be thus summed up . — 

The difference in the interests of the middle and the working 
classes cannot be bridged. Free trade is a policy of the middle 
classes and, therefore, can be of no use to the working men. 
The rate of wages depends on the prices of the necessaries of life ; 
it rises and falls with them. The abolition of the Com Laws will 

^ O'Connor, Th$ Tnal of Feargus O'ConnoY^ 1843. Introduction, 

V.-Vlll 

* British Statesman f November 12, 1842. 
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lower the price of food, and hence will lower wages ; and in the 
interests of the working man we cannot desire this contingency. 
It may be admitted that free trade will revive industry, and that 
business will be brisker — ^but were wages raised by the enormous 
increase in trade which has taken place since 1688 ^ No ! 
Therefore, free trade cannot bring the working men the blessings 
promised by its advocates.^ 

The hostility between Chartists and free traders increased 
rapidly. The Chartists dubbed the free trade agitators Politi- 
cal Pedlars,'' and the latter accused the Chartist leaders of being 
in the pay of the landowners. From 1841 to 1844 there was 
not a single free trade meeting at which Chartists were not also 
present, in order to move amendments to the free trade resolutions 
and to call upon the audience to work first of all for the Charter. 
Not infrequently the partisans of the two agitations came into 
open collision with each other, especially when the Chartists 
were of the opinion that free speech was denied to their speakers 
at free trade meetings. The Chartists got on the nerves of 
the Anti-Corn Law agitators, and Cobden believed the Chartists 
had made him the particular object of their hostility. 2 

Thus from the very beginning these strained relations prevailed 
between Chartism and the free trade agitation. The Convention, 
therefore, considered it necessary to lose no time in defining their 
position on this question, and to give a clear lead to the working 
classes. James Bronterre O’Brien was entrusted with drawing 
up a report He submitted the following resolution — 

The Convention is convinced that at the present eventful 
crisis it IS indispensably necessary that the people’s undivided at- 
tention should be concentrated upon the National Petition alone, 
to the exclusion of all others , being also convinced that the 
present agitation for a repeal of the Corn Laws was intended, 
and does actually tend to divert the working classes from their 
paramount object ; and being further of opinion that such an 
unconditional repeal as wbuld alone be likely to receive the 

1 Operatim, November 5, 1838 ; BnUsh Statesman, October 29, 
November 5, 12 and 26, 1842, 

* Ihomas Frost, Forty Years* RecoUecitons, 1880, pp. 33-34. 
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sanction of the Anti-Corn Law agitation would be rather injurious 
than otherwise to the interests of the poorer classes. ,we, the 
delegates of the Convention do, therefore, most earnestly recom- 
mend our constituents in particular and the unrepresented classes 
in general to deprecate and oppose all and every agitation for or 
against a repeal of the Corn Laws until the fate of the National 
Petition and People's Charter shall have been determined by the 
legislature, so far as the legislature is able to determine 

In moving his resolution O'Brien denounced the free trade 
agitators as stockjobbers and tricksters, whose agitation was 
only calculated to enrich speculators and Jews, to lower the 
wages of working men, and to divert the attention of the masses 
from the Chartist agitation. 

O'Brien's speech was received with general applause. His 
resolution was supported by all the speakers, but more especially 
by Attwood's adherents. We may omit their speeches ; they were 
full of satisfaction with the triumph of their master’s doctrines , 
Attwood's mantle had fallen upon O’Brien, the teacher of 
Chartism. John Collins was, moreover, of opinion that the whole 
aim of the free traders was to reduce the wages of the English 
workmen to the level of the Prussian, since Prussia had become 
a serious competitor of English textiles. 

O’Brien's resolution was carried unanimously. The Chartists 
were guided by it during the whole period of the Anti-Corn Law 
agitation. Here and there a few workmen indeed followed 
Cobden, but the majority kept apart. Nevertheless, it was the 
Chartist agitation, as we shall see later on, that broke down the 
opposition of the Whigs and of a section of the Tones to the 
abolition of the Com Laws and paved the way for the victory 
of free trade If it had not been for the revolutionary agitation 
of the British working classes^ Cobden and Bright would never 
have attained their object. 

3 — DISSENSION IN THE CONVENTION 

Even during the first few weeks of its existence dissensions 
broke out in the meetings of the Convention, in spite of the 
^ Charter , February lo, 1839. 



62 THE GENERAL CONVENTION 

avoidance of all theoretical discussions and m spite of the unani- 
mity of opinion as to the importance of the Charter to the 
exclusion of all other subjects The cause of the dissensions was 
to be sought in the differences of opinion on the '' ulterior 
measures to be adopted, m the event of Parliament rejecting 
the Pettion or the Charter, The old contrast between moral 
and physical force did not permit of any compromise. The 
question of ulterior measures occupied the attention of the 
great majority of the delegates, who either felt or were convmced 
that the Charter had no chance whatever of being adopted by 
Parliament. 

What was to be done ? What measures were to be taken if 
the moral influence of the discussions of the Convention, of the 
petitions of the people, of the meetings and great manifestoes 
of the masses were all to be of no avail ^ 

In reading the reports of the Convention, it is possible even at 
the present day to reahse the mental anguish endured by the 
delegates in attempting to answer these questions. On the 
one hand, they felt a repugnance to an open and full exchange 
of opinions, on the other hand they made the most anxious efforts 
to obtam an answer to their enquiries There was no question 
of any dread of legal consequences, any dread of the power 
of the government, but of solicitude for the stability of the 
Convention and for the united action of the Chartist agitation. 
Dfecussions on this point commenced in the second week of the 
Convention (February ii to 17, 1839) i were deferred, 
resumed, and again deferred until the course of events rendered 
it impossible to postpone a decision. 

Hugh Craig, one of the Scotch delegates, proposed the following 
motion on February 8 . — 

That on an early day the Convention take into consideration 
what ulterior means they would employ, or what measures they 
would resort to or recommend to the industrial classes for speedily 
obtaining and firmly securing their political rights, should it 
unfortunately happen that the delegates fail in their attempt 
to convince the members of the House of Commons of the 
justice of the principles of the People’s Charter.” 
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The motion came on for discussion on February ii Craig 
moved it with merely a brief comment that a clear pronounce- 
ment on the subject would assist in winning over those who 
were still in doubt as to the Chartists being in earnest. Taylor 
opposed, for it should not be assumed in advance that parlia- 
ment would be likely to oppose the wishes of the people ; a 
pronouncement of this sort would only place unnecessary impedi- 
ments in the way of the delegates appointed by the Convention 
to influence members of parliament in favour of the Petition and 
the Charter. O’Connor supported the motion, for the best way 
was to go with the National Petition in one hand and with 
the ulterior measures in the other and to approach parliament 
with both hands. O’Brien supported Taylor’s views , the 
Convention ought to act as if it expected a successful issue for 
the Charter, It would be absurd to talk of ulterior measures 
unless two or three million signatures backed up the Petition. If 
parliament were then to reject it, the indignation of the people 
would soon furnish materials for ulterior measures Salt was 
also of opinion that the mam point was the organisation of the 
people ; if this were strong enough the tyrants would be forced 
to adopt views more consonant with liberty. Vincent moved an 
amendment, recommending the appointment of a committee 
to consider and determine what measures should be adopted in 
the event of failure with the legislature, and to report thereon 
to the Convention. 

Vincent’s amendment proved to be a good way out of a 
delicate situation and was therefore adopted. 

Cobbett expressed dissatisfaction with this expedient, and 
regarded it as indicating the resolve of the majority of the 
Convention not to acquiesce in the rejection of the Petition ; 
and he therefore resigned from the Convention. 

J. P. Cobbett, a strict legalist, was the first to strike a note 
of discord in the Convention, and he was followed by Harney, the 
fiery revolutionist, who at that time was barely twenty-two years 
old, and had got obsessed with the idea of being a second Marat 
in the English Convention. He soon drew comparisons between 
the French and English Conventions, much to the disadvantage 
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of the latter. He had set his mmd on action, on deeds of heroism, 
whilst the delegates, on the other hand, were busy with the 
Petition, avoided sharp words, and were careful not to give the 
slightest cause of offence to the Queen and the Girondists 
Nous sommes trahts f ” We are betrayed , the traitors are 
raining the revolution * He donned the Phrygian cap and 
called the people into the meetings The delegates Ryder and 
Marsden rallied to his side, and came to the conclusion that 
“ there were only eight honest men in the Convention They 
did not reveal the names of the other five. “ The truth 
is,'’ exclaimed Harney, ‘‘ that there is only one way of obtaining 
the Charter, namely insurrection ” From the month of 
March his tongue could no longer be curbed. In April one of his 
fnends founded the London Democrat, a weekly, which is a 
mine of Anarchist phrases. Here is a sample — 

'' Organisation won’t do it. It won’t be the organised masses 
that will carry the victory Oh, no I That depends upon the 
outcast, friendless beings, who have no house to go to, no food 
to satisfy the cravings of hunger, no covering to keep them 
wann^ or even to make them look decent, no wherewithal to 
render their lives worth preserving > The battle will be fought 
and won by those who hide themselves from the gaze of the 
world, through the cruel operations of unjust laws. The battle 
will be fought by brigands as they are called 
Harney himself gave the people the following advice : — 
When parliamentary elections take place let all the unrepre- 
sented elect Chartists. There is no doubt that nine-tenths 
of the elected will be Universal Suffrage men. To elect repre- 
sentatives without enabhng them to take their seats in the 
legislature would be the veriest farce imaginable. To complete 
the good work it will be necessary that each representative should 
be furnished with a bodyguard of sturdy sans-culoties, some 
thousands strong By the time the whole of the representatives 
arrived in the environs of the metropolis they would have with 
them not less than a million men. This would settle the matter. 

1 Charier, April 28, 1839. * London Democrat, May 4, 1839. 

* Ihid , May 18, 1839. 
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They would encamp for one night on Hampstead Heath and then 
march to Parliament Street. Should the plutocratic-elected 
scoundrels be fool enough to have taken their places in the tax 
trap, the voice of the people, cr5nng, ' Make place for better 
men * ' would scatter them like chaff before the wind, or should 
they hesitate to fly the job will soon be settled by their being tied 
neck and heels and flung into the Thames 

He was aided and abetted by Major Beniowski, a refugee from 
the Polish insurrection of 1831 Beniowski contributed articles 
regularly to the London Democrat on the Polish revolution, on 
strategy and tactics, on the possibility of an invasion of England, 
and on the worthlessness of the Convention Later on he was 
singled out by the extreme Left of the Convention to head the 
insurrection in South Wales. 

From March, 1839, onwards the delegates Harney, Ryder, and 
Marsden held meetings in London, and encouraged the people 
to arm themselves and to make other preparations for opposing 
force by force They sent a resolution to the Convention to the 
effect that if the delegates really had the courage the Charter 
would become law m four weeks' time 2 A motion to expel 
Harney and his associates was rejected, on the ground that the 
Convention was not armed with the authority to declare the 
mandates of the people to be null and void On the other hand 
a vote of censure was passed upon them, but this did not mend 
matters On March ii a crowded meeting was held m London 
at the “ Crown and Anchor," Strand, London, W C , in which the 
delegates Frost, O’Connor, Harney, and other speakers adopted 
a threatenmg tone The speakers called upon the masses to 
prepare for the coming fight. This incitement to arms furnished 
an opportunity to the anti-Chartist newspapers to draw attention 
to the true character of the agitation and to point out to the 
nation the dangers with which it was threatened. The news- 
paper reports had a deterrent effect and were the cause of the 
resignation of three of the Birmingham delegates, Hadley, Salt, 
and Douglas ^ 

1 London Democrat, April 27, 1839 ^ Charter, March 10, 1839, 

8 Ibid , April 7, 1839. 
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Although the vacant places were soon filled up again, the 
Convention suffered both in power and prestige. The withdrawal 
of the adherents of constitutional tactics left the field open to the 
advocates of armed resistance, and discussions in the Convention 
became long and frequent on the constitutional right of the 
people to carry arms. Several delegates were of opinion that the 
whole discussion was superfluous, since this right was beyond 
all question. One of the delegates asked tersely and curtly : 

What would we think of a nation of slaves asking legal opinion 
as toihe right of arming themselves ? Most of the delegates 
were in agreement with this view. Only one delegate, Alexander 
Halley, made the attempt to bring his colleagues to a calmer 
frame of mind. He appealed to them as follows • — 

" What purpose has this discussion ^ Can we make this 
question a practical one ? Was it, in fact, of any use in this 
question of universal suffrage > Can we have a commissariat 
dqiartment ? Was it intended to have drilling masters and to 
prepare for actual war ? I feel truly surprised j:hat such a 
question should occupy us so long when so small a proportion of 
the people axe with us We are accused of being violent men, 
who would adopt violent means to accomplish their purpose. 
Will not the adoption of such a motion afford confirmation of 
this charge ? 

The Convention finally adopted a motion of Dr. Fletcher, 
declaring that the nght of the people to arm was beyond all 
question and needed no discussion. 

The actual cause of this discussion was the conviction that 
had been arrived at that the Petition had no chance of being 
accepted by parliament. This was the upshot of the report 
which was furnished to the Convention by the committee 
appointed to enter into communication with members of parlia- 
ment.^ The statements made on the right to arm were a demon- 
stration and a protest against parliament. In the fourth week of 
April the Convention issued a short manifesto to the people, 
containing the information that it was in vain for the people 
to expect any rrhef from those in authority. ** The Convention 
* Disraeli, Sybil, book 4, chapter 5. 
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have no hopes other than in the firmness and energy of the 
people. Public meetings should be holden in as many places as 
possible during Whitsun week, to direct what ulterior measures 
shall be adopted. Delegates from the Convention will attend 
as many of these meetings as their numbers will allow/' 

At the same time the delegates Patrick Matthew and Dr. 
A. S. Wade handed in their resignations, since they regarded a 
peaceful policy to be the only right line of action. In Lancashire 
and Wales numerous Chartists provided themselves with pikes 
and muskets ; in other districts the workmen engaged in mihtary 
exercises , but there was no organised plan, and their proceeding 
was more likely to weaken the agitation than to strengthen it 
On April 29 the Welshmen rose up in revolt at Llanidloes, but it 
naturally proved abortive, and ended in the arrest of seventeen 
Chartists. Owing to the absence of any strong organisation 
it was not possible for the leaders to obtain exact information 
concerning the arming of the people, and there was free play for 
the imagination on this point. The agents of the government 
sent in reports on the extent of the armed preparations, with 
the result that the Cabinet took special precautions for the army 
and police to be in readiness for emergencies. The garrisons of 
the Midlands and the North of England were strengthened and 
placed under a single command On May 3 Lord John Russell, 
in his capacity of Home Secretary, authorised the magistrates 
and justices of the peace to confiscate the weapons of civilians 
in all suspicious cases, and also to declare all meetings illegal 
to which people came armed with weapons. Finally, he encour- 
aged all well-intentioned citizens to form " societies of volunteers 
for the protection of life, liberty, and property." 

In the second week of May the excitement of the masses in the 
Midlands and the North of England rose to a dangerous pitch. 
A contnbutory cause was the introduction of a rural police, which 
up to that time was not only unknown in the rural distncts, but 
even in many towns. Birmingham, for instance, had no police. 
The Chartists regarded this arrangement as a blow directed 
agamst themselves, and on this accoimt they made a call to arms. 
A formidable conflict between the people and the armed forces 
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of the State seemed to be unavoidable. On the one hand, the 
Convention began to take precautionary measures for its own 
safety, on the other hand it wished to be nearer to the seat 
of war. On May lo O’Connor, therefore, brought forward a 
motion to adjourn the sittings of the Convention from London to 
Birmingham. Brown, the Birmingham delegate, declared that 

the people of Birmingham were ready for anything, and would 
stand forth as a wall of brass in protection of the Convention.'’ 
The Convention resolved upon this step. 

During the sitting of the Convention in London the National 
Rent steadily poured m. In the week ending May 12 it amounted 
to £S 6 . 

The Petition had already been signed by 1,250,000 people ; 
it weighed six hundredweight, and was two miles long. It was 
placed on a huge wagon decorated with banners. 

4.— THE SESSION AT BIRMINGHAM AND THE ULTERIOR MEASURES 

On May 13, 1839, the delegates of the Convention arrived in 
Birmingham, and were enthusiastically received by 50,000 
working men, who formed a square, put the delegates in the 
middle, and marched to the place of meeting. The working men 
indicated by this action that they were ready to protect their 
delegates from the police and the soldiers. The authorities had 
also made preparations , even at an early hour in the morning 
infantry and artillery marched in and were held in readiness for 
action. On the following day the Convention published the 
report of the committee on ultenor measures in the form of a 
manifesto, which, after a fierce onslaught on the Whigs and their 
ambiguities, proceeds * — 

'' From numerous communications we received we believe you 
expect us to collect the will and mtentions of the country respect- 
ing the most efficient means for causing the People’s Charter to 
become the law of the land Anxious, therefore, clearly to 
ascertain the opinions and determinations of the people in the 
shortest possible time, and doubly anxious to secure their 
righteous objects bloodless and stainless, we respectfully submit 
the following propositions for your serious consideration : 
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" That at all the simultaneous public meetings to be held for 
the purpose of petitioning the Queen to call good men to her 
councils, as well as at all subsequent meetings of your unions or 
associations up to the ist of July, you submit the following 
questions to the people there assembled . — 

I Whether they will be prepared, at the request of the 
Convention, to withdraw all sums of money they may individually 
or collectively have placed in savings banks, private banks, or 
in the hands of any person hostile to their just rights ? Whether, 
at the same request, they will be prepared immediately to convert 
all their paper money into gold and silver (2) Whether, if 
the Convention shall determine that a sacred month (general 
stnke) will be necessary to prepare the millions to secure the 
Charter of their political salvation, they will firmly resolve to 
abstain from their labours during that period. (3) Whether 
they would refuse payment of rents, rates, and taxes? (4) 
Whether, according to their old constitutional right, they have 
prepared themselves with the arms of free men to defend the 
laws and constitutional privileges their ancestors bequeathed to 
them ? (5) Whether they will provide themselves with Chartist 

candidates, so as to be prepared to propose them for their repre- 
sentatives at the next general election ; and if returned by show 
of hands, such candidates to consider themselves ventable 
representatives of the people, to meet in London at a time 
hereafter to be determined on ? (6) Whether they will resolve 
to deal exclusively with Chartists ; and m all cases of persecution 
rally around and protect all those who may suffer in this righteous 
cause ^ (7) Whether, by all means in their power, they will 

perseveringly contend for the great objects of the People's 
Charter, and resolve that no counter-agitation for a less measure 
of justice shall divert them from this righteous object ? (8) 

Whether they would abstain from purchasing newspapers which 
opposed them ? (9) Whether the people will determine to obey 

all the just and constitutional requests of the majority of the 
Convention ? 

^ This form of pressure would mean a run on the banks and on 
the Bank of England. ^ * Charter, May 19, 1839. 

IE 
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These questions contained the ulterior measures, concerning 
which the Convention wished to ascertain whether they could be 
carried out. 

The Convention resolved, in addition, to adjourn from May i6 
to July I, m order to give the delegates the opportunity to hold 
mass meetmgs in Whit week, and to learn whether and to what 
extent the ulterior measures could be carried out with any degree 
of certainty. Before the adjournment the Convention issued 
the followmg directions (drawn up by O’Brien) for the impending 
mass meetings : — 

r. That peace, law, and order shall continue to be the motto 
of this Convention, so long as our oppressors shall act in the spirit 
of peace, law, and order towards the people , but should our 
enemies substitute war for peace, or attempt to suppress our 
lawful and orderly agitation by lawless violence, we shall deem 
it to be the sacred duty of the people to meet force with force, 
and repel assassination by justifiable homicide. 2. That in 
accordance with the foregoing resolution, the Convention do 
employ only legal and peaceable means in the prosecution of 
the great and righteous objects of the present movement. Being 
also desirous that no handle should be afforded to the enemy 
for traducing our motives, or employing armed force against the 
people, we hereby recommend the Chartists, who may attend 
the approaching simultaneous meetings, to avoid carrying staves, 
jukes, pistols, or any other offensive weapons about their persons. 
We r«x)mmend them to proceed to the ground sober, orderly, 
and tmaimed. As also to treat as enemies of the cause any 
person or persons who may exhibit such weapons, or who by 
any other act of folly or wickedness, should provoke a breach 
of the peace. 3. That the marshals and other officers who may 
have charge of the arrangements for the simultaneous meetings 
are particularly requested to use every means in their power to 
give effect to the recommendation embodied in the preceding 
resolution. We also recommend that the aforesaid officers do 
in all cases consult with the local authorities before the meetings 
take place. 4. That in case our oppressors in the middle and 
upper ranks should instigate the authorities to assail the people 
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with armed force, in contravention of the existing laws of the 
realm, the said oppressors in the upper and middle ranks shall 
be held responsible, in person and property, for any detriment 
that may result to the people from such atrocious instigation/’ 
It was necessary to issue these directions, for every day 
witnessed a more and more widespread acquisition of pikes, 
old muskets, and other weapons of defence William Benbow’s 
pamphlet on the National Holiday as well as Francis Maceroni's 
book on street fighting reached a phenomenal sale.^ From the 
beginning of May, 1839, the Chartists of the North of England 
who were in favour of physical force were convinced that the 
outbreak of the insurrection could not be deferred much longer.^ 
It was a fortunate circumstance for the British working classes 
that Lord John Russell appointed General Sir Charles J Napier 
to be commander-m-chief of the troops in the North of England. 
Napier was a born leader of men, humane and enlightened, a 
lover of liberty, a hater of all plutocratic civilisation, S3rm- 
pathismg to a certain degree with the political and social ideas 
of Chartism. He belonged to a family conspicuous in mental 
ability and nobility of character, which furnished the British 
nation with gifted generals, admirals, and writers on military 
subjects. The task was laid upon him to keep the Chartists in 
check. He was in sjnnpathy with the people, and yet, in 
obedience to military discipline, he had undertaken the task 
of suppressmg Chartism. In 1839 wrote in his diary as 
follows . — 

As matters stand, I am for a strong police, but the people 
should have universal su&age, the ballot, annual parliaments, 
farms for the people, and systematic education. I am opposed to 
landlordism and capitalism. . . . Manchester is the smokey 

chimney of the world. ... If the path to hell is paved with 

1 Maceroni was an Italian colonel who lived m London as a 
refugee. In 1832 he wrote a pamphlet for the London workmen, 
entitled " Defensive Instructions for the People," which dealt 
specially with street fighting and the erection of bamcades. A 
second edition appeared in 1834. 

* Lloyd Jones, Ltfe of Robert Owen, 1905 edition, p. 346. 
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good intentions, it is certainly laid out with Lancashire cotton 
goods. . . . The people must have rights to be able to pro- 
tect themselves. Good government consists in having good laws 
well obeyed. England has an abundance of bad laws, but is 
every man to arm against every law he thinks bad ^ No I Bad 
laws must be reformed by the concentrated reason of the nation 
gradually acting on the legislature, not by pikes of individuals 
acting on the bodies of the executive.'^^ 

But the miseries of the people were heartrending. The sup- 
pression of Chartism must not lead to the triumph of militarism. 
However, the world does not stand still : — 

" Truth is marching on, sadly shackled indeed, but the press 
will set her free, and the next hundred years will produce more 
change in the condition of men than the last thousand. 

Dominated by these ideas, Napier took over the command-in- 
chief of the North of England 

On May i6 the delegates separated. In the fourth week of 
May mass meetings were held at Newcastle, Sheffield, Mon- 
mouth, Bath, Liverpool, Hanley, Hull, Birmingham, Kersal 
Moor (near Manchester), Peep Green (near Huddersfield), 
Sunderland, Northampton, Preston, Glasgow and numerous 
smaller industrial towns Everywhere they were well attended, 
if not in such masses as the Chartist papers asseverated. At 
most of these meetings several delegates of the Convention 
were generally present. The speeches were devoted to a clear 
exposition of the ulterior measures ; but they also contained 
much violent rhetoric, partly expressing the revolutionary senti- 
ments of the speakers, partly as a means of inflaming the masses 
and to gain their assent to the proposed measures. The meetings 
everywhere passed off without any disturbance of the peace. 
The meeting on Kersal Moor was attended also by General Napier 
and Colonel Wemyss, and they found nothing of a dangerous 
character in the speeches to which they listened . Both of the 
commanding officers were mdeed supporters of the most com- 
plete freedom of speech, but they regarded the policy of physical 

1 W. Napier, L%fe of Str Charles J Napier ^ 1857, II., 63, 74, 75. 

* op, cti , pp. 77 and 85. 



THE SESSION AT BIRMINGHAM 73 

force to be a delusion, since the physical force was wielded by the 
State and not by the poor people. 

To all appearance the Chartists did not understand the reason 
for the restraint of the military They were not acquainted 
with Napier and knew nothing of his mental struggles They 
considered the restraint of the armed forces was due to their fear 
of the Chartists As soon as the delegates returned to Birming- 
ham on July I, 1839, and the deliberations of the Convention 
were resumed, their revolutionary ardour came uppermost 
In most cases there was no longer any question of regarding the 
situation as it reaUy was. They reported on the large meetings at 
which the ulterior measures had been adopted with unanimity 
and enthusiasm. -The numbers of the audiences were uncon- 
sciously greatly exaggerated, and they calculated the numbers 
of the men who were ready to fight by their estimates of those 
present at the meetings. Taylor and his special clique had 
raked up five old brass cannon from somewhere or other, and 
had buried them to be dug up again in case of need. They 
imagined that the English artillery which had not been in action 
since Waterloo would be useless In addition there was the 
fact that a number of soldiers under Napier's command attended 
Chartist meetings and were adherents of Chartism. Under 
these circumstances how easy it was to give way to illusions and 
to consider them to be palpable facts » Napier was kept in- 
formed of these occurrences and invited a representative Chartist 
to inspect the English artillery and its prompt handling. He 
also formed up his battalions in Manchester, so as to bring back 
the revolutionary elements of the Lancashire working men to 
a true understanding of the actual position. On the advice of 
Lord John Russell, the soldiers who were adherents of Chartism 
were not punished, but, through discussion, were made to realise 
the folly of the policy of physical force.^ 

In the meantime the Convention was deliberating and Taylor 
declared : — 

The people have got muskets, but they require bayonets in 
order to be able to resist cavalry charges. I move that the Con- 
^ W. Napier, Life of Sir Charles /. Napier, pp. 62 sqq. 
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vention issue, without delay, a request to the country at large 
to withdraw all the moneys from all banks or from persons hostile 
to the People's Charter , to convert all paper money into gold ; 
to abstain from all excisable articles of luxury , to commence 
exclusive deahngs, prepare arms , and that the members of the 
Convention meet on July 15 for the express purpose of appointing 
a day when the sacred month or national holiday should com- 
mence." 

O'Connor seconded the motion, and declared : — 

I strongly approve of the sacred month when the people might 
act the part of honourable plunderers instead of being arrant 
slaves." 

Bussey was equally of the opinion that it was time to take 
serious action , his constituents were resolved immediately to 
carry the ulterior measures into effect. Dr. Fletcher gave 
expression to the same view, whilst M’Douall desired a stricter 
organisation after the manner of the United Irishmen Bums 
supported M'DouaU’s proposal by saying. Such an organisa- 
tion is necessary. If the Government Peterlood the people, we 
should Moscow the country " ^ 

When Napier heard of these resolutions he wrote : — 

The Chartists say they will keep the sacred month. Egre- 
gious folly I They wiU do no such thmg ; the poor cannot do 
it; they must plunder, and then they will be hanged by the 
hundreds ; they will split upon it, but if they are made to attempt 
it they are lost. . . . Physical force I Fools f We have 
the physical force, not they. They talk of their hundred thousands 
of men. Who is to move them when I am dancing round them 
with cavalry and pelting them with cannon-shot ? What would 
their 100,000 men do with my rockets wnggling their fiery 
tails among them, roaring, scorching, tearing, smashing all they 
come near ? And when in desperation and despair they broke 
to fiy, how would they bear five regiments of cavalry careering 
through them ? Poor men I How little they know of physical 
force 1 

Education was what the workmen needed, said Napier, but 
1 CharUr, July 7, 1839. » W. Napier, op. at., p, 69. 
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above everything they wanted bread. And he bestirred himself to 
bring influence to bear upon the magistrates to mitigate the 
severity of the Poor Law He notes with pleasure that his officers 
felt a repugnance to fire upon fellow-citizens. The advocates of 
energetic measures were the magistrates, whose activity Napier 
had to be continually restraining. He had a poor opinion also 
of the Chartist leaders. He considered Taylor to be the leader 
of the physical force section. 

In the meantime the magistrates of Birmingham, among 
whom were the ex-Chartists Muntz and Scholefield, took 
extensive precautions to keep the agitation m check. On 
May i6 they arrested two of the Chartist leaders, viz.. Brown 
(a delegate) and Fussell. In the beginning of July they issued 
a proclamation forbidding workmen to meet in the evening 
in the Bull Ring Since the town had no police force, the 
magistrates sent to London on July 4, for a hundred pohcemen, 
who marched to the Bull Ring between eight and nine o’clock, and 
used their truncheons on the crowd. At first the workmen took 
to flight, but in a few minutes they returned to make an attack. 
Their counter-attack was so violent that the pohce were scattered 
in all directions and sought refuge in houses. Three policemen 
were left severely wounded in the Bull Ring and two more 
remained in the hands of the workmen, who were determined to 
wreak their vengeance on them. But Taylor came quickly 
on the scene, and saved the life of the two policemen. Rioting 
lasted for some hours in Birmingham, until the delegates of the 
Convention succeeded in calming the people. Early in the morn- 
ing of July 5 several Chartists, including Taylor, were arrested. 

At nine o’clock the Convention met m order to discuss the 
events. Lovett immediately rose to speak and moved the 
following resolution — 

I. That this Convention is of opinion that a wanton, flagrant, 
and unjust outrage has been made upon the people of Birmingham 
by a blood-thirsty and unconstitutional force from London, acting 
under the authority of men who, when out of office, sanctioned 
and took part in the meetings of the people , and now, when they 
share in the public plunder, seek to keep the people in social 
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and political degradation. 2, That the people of Birmingham 
are the best judges of their own right to meet in the Bull Ring 
or elsewhere; have their own feelings to consult respecting 
outrage given, and are the best judges of their own power and 
resources to obtain justice 3 That the summary and despotic 
arrest of Taylor, our respected colleague, affords another con- 
vincing proof of all absence of justice m England, and clearly 
shows that there is no security for lives, hberty, or property 
till the people have some control over the laws they are called 
upon to obey."’ 

The resolution was adopted unanimously ; it was then printed 
and posted up all over the town. All the delegates were ready 
to subscribe their names to the poster, but Lovett warned the 
Convention to consider that the people ought not to be depnved 
of all its representatives at one blow , it would suffice if there 
were only one signature to the poster, and he would gladly 
make the sacrifice. He signed it alone and, accompanied by 
Collins, took it to the printer By the afternoon it was printed 
and posted up. On the evening of July 6, Lovett and Collins 
were arrested and brought before the magistrate late at night. 

It was only to be expected that Lovett’s statements were frank 
and manly, and they immediately gained for him the magistrate’s 
respect. He assumed entire responsibihty for the resolutions, 
and for their publication by means of posters, and he declared 
that he stood by every word they contained, 

Lovett, Colhns, and Taylor were set at liberty on bail in the 
course of a few days. 

At the same time Harney was arrested in Northumberland 
and brought to Birmingham. He had made inflammatory 
speeches on May 14, and had called upon the people to arm, 
to proclaim the sacred month, and to follow Wilham Benbow’s 
recipe for hving at the expense of the landlords and capitalists. 
The charge against Harney was finally dropped, as well as the 
charge against Taylor. Only Lovett and Collins were brought 
before a jury at a later date. 

In the meantime the streets of Birmingham were in the 
hands of the military and police ; the shops were shut, and all 
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meetings were forbidden or dispersed by force. Martial law 
prevailed, where seven years ago the heart of the British Reform 
agitation had pulsated. In the course of the next few days the 
soldiers came twice into collision with the working men 'The 
wrath of the people increased in intensity, until it gave vent to 
acts of violence on July 15. The houses and business premises 
of well-known enemies of Chartism were set on fire. Gold and 
silver goods were thrown into the street, but no working man 
picked them up ; no one plundered, no one considered his own 
interests. The rich took to flight, since they were unable to 
obtain protection from either the military or the police. There- 
upon the workmen made full use of their right to meet in assembly, 
and since they were no longer interfered with, Birmingham again 
returned to its normal peaceful condition. Protest meetings 
were held by working men all over the country against the 
arbitrary action of the authorities in Birmingham. Whilst Sir 
Charles J. Napier agreed with the people, and ascribed the blame 
to the magistrates, the Iron Duke, when speaking in the House 
of Lords, bewailed the malicious and horrible acts ** of the 
Birmingham mob, which has wrought more havoc than the 
cruellest enemies.'' 

Already on July 8 the Convention had resolved to return 
to London, since the second reading of the Petition was to take 
place on July 12 m the House of Commons, and since the ulterior 
measures could be more successfully carried out from the 
capital. On the loth, the delegates arrived in London. 

5. — THE NATIONAL PETITION AND PARLIAMENT 

The shadow of the fate of the Petition lay across all the 
debates of the Convention and all the meetings and resolutions 
of the Chartists. On June 14 Thomas Attwood introduced 
the Petition, and on July 12 there was a rather long discussion 
on the matter in the House of Commons. From an unprejudiced 
point of view, the National Petition was accorded a treatment 
incomparably more favourable than that shown to all the 
other petitions. The number of signatures, the comprehensive 
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character of the Petition, and the violence of the agitation 
throughout the whole country enforced a respect for it which 
even the most conservative member could not refuse to give it. 
But ail this did not alter the fate of the Petition in the very 
shghtest degree. ^ 

On June 14, 1839, the petition was introduced. Several vans 
had brought it along, Attwood then unrolled a portion and laid 
it on the table. The Petition was read a first time and was 
printed as a parhamentary paper. 

On July 12 Attwood proposed the second reading of the 
Petition and supported it in a long speech. He took the oligarchy 
severely to task, depicted the miseries of the working classes, 
and ascribed ail their wretchedness to the gold currency and the 
resumption of specie payment (1819). The Birmingham men were 
well aware that a parliament elected by universal suffrage would 
commit excesses in reform, but as the present parliament was 
extremely Conservative, excesses in reform would redress 
the balance. The Petition was signed by the ihte of the British 
working class and should therefore not be disregarded. A sym- 
pathetic treatment of the Petition would also have a soothing 
efiect upon the minds of the working men, and would put an 
end to the policy of physical force, of which he had always 
disapproved. 

John Fielden supported the motion in a short speech, in 
which he pleaded for the greatest possible restriction of indirect 
taxation and for the introduction of a property-tax. The 
House seemed always to favour the nch and to neglect the wishes 
of the poor. The adoption of the Petition was a necessary 
step ; it was equally necessary that the rich should take a larger 
part in bearing the burden of the State. Justice alone could 
avert the impending social catastrophe 

Lord John Russell replied on behalf of the government in a 
rather long speech. He congratulated Attwood on his refusal 
to identify himself with those who had recommended the use of 
arms and physical force, who under the pretence of promoting 
the so-called National Petition had used the most violent 
and revolutionary language — ^not exceeded in violence and atro- 
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city in the worst times of the French Revolution— exhorting the 
people to subvert the laws by force of arms. The government 
were not opposed to the political views of the Petition and the 
Charter in favour of freedom, but to the menacing attitude of 
the Chartist leaders. The ministers could not conceive any form 
of political government or mode of legislation by which they could 
ensure to the whole community a perpetual state of prosperity, 
or by which, in a country, like Great Britain, depending very 
much upon commerce and manufactures, they could prevent 
that state of low wages and consequent distress which at all 
times affected those who were at the bottom of the scale, or pre- 
vent those alternate fluctuations from prosperity to distress which 
occur m every community of the kind. The United States of 
America already possessed all that the Petition demanded. Did 
that country never experience commercial crises, low wages, or 
want of employment ? The state of things in England, as 
depicted by the Petition, was grossly exaggerated Look at 
the savings banks. Did they not furnish pretty good proof 
of the number of artificers in this country who were not only 
receiving adequate wages, but also looking forward to the future 
support of their famihes ^ The member for Birmingham (Att- 
wood) always held out only one cure for all our evils, viz., paper 
money. How did he know that a Parliament elected by Universal 
Suffrage would make use of this remedy ^ The leaders of the 
General Convention, Mr. Feargus O’Connor, Mr Lovett, Mr. 
Collins, Mr. Frost, and many others declared themselves against 
any such currency. 

In conclusion. Lord Russell warned the Convention and the 
Chartists in general against the employment of ulterior measures, 
which could but lead to disturbance, confusion, and injury of the 
interests of the working men, whom he exhorted to turn their 
backs upon Chartism. 

The Radical members and free trade leaders, Villiers, Hume^ 
and Wakley, spoke in favour of sending the Bill to a committee, 
but the Conservatives, including Benjamin Disraeli, were 
opposed to it. Disraeh’s speech was the only one which exhibited 
serious thinking and original views ; it bears evidence of a 
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thorough knowledge of the first phases of Chartism. For the 
first time in its history parliament heard the voice of Conserva- 
tive social reform and Tory democracy. He beheved the rise 
of Chartism to have been due to the Reform Bill, which had 
transferred the political power from a small but efficient min- 
onty of socially-mmded aristocrats to a commercial class, which 
was centralismg the State and handing over the social duties 
to a soulless bureaucracy, while the new rulers were enjoying the 
nghts and privileges which power conferred upon them Cor- 
porate activity and help, protection of the poor, administration 
of justice, and organisation of defence — duties which the ans- 
tocratic minority had performed — ^were being neglected or re- 
stricted or put into the hands of paid officials and commissioners. 
The sympathetic connection between rulmg class and people was 
severed. No wonder that that people had come to the conclu- 
sion that they themselves must look after their own interests 
Hence the Charter : The Chartists are in hostility against the 
middle classes They made no attack on the anstocracy nor on 
the Com Laws ; they attacked the new class, but not the old 
I am aware that this discussion is distasteful to both of the 
great parties of the House I regret it and am not ashamed to 
say, however, that while I disapprove of the Charter, I sym- 
pathise with the Chartists They form a great body of our 
working men ; nobody can deny that they labour under great 
grievances. Look at the House ; it has been sitting now for 
five months. What has it done for the people ^ Nothing, the 
government sees everythmg m the bnghtest colours , every- 
thing is the best m the best of worlds The government is busy 
making peers, creatmg baronets, at the very moment when a 
social insurrection is at our threshold Out of the destruction 
of our old Constitution trouble and dishonour will grow up 
to this realm.'*^ 

Attwood replied at the conclusion of the debate with a brief 
reference to Lord Russell's statements about the savmgs banks' 
deposits * — " In the Enghsh savmgs banks the deposits amount 
altogether to 22 milhon pounds, but of these only two milhons 
1 Cp, Disraeli, Syhtl, book 5 , chapter i. 
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consisted of deposits of sums under £zo, and these alone can 
be ascribed to workmen and operatives ” 

The House then divided with the following result : Ayes 46, 
Noes 235. The Petition was therefore rejected.^ All the 
Radicals and free traders voted with Attwood, whilst Disraeli 
voted with the majority. 

This was Attwood’s last service to Chartism. The riotous events 
in Birmingham, the opposition of the Chartists to his views on 
currency reform, and the predominance of the physical force 
party induced Attwood to resign his seat in parliament and to 
withdraw from the pohtical arena. In a valedictory address, 
dated December 9, 1839, he surveyed his public life, his efforts 
and his want of success. '' Exhausted, disappointed, and ailing,"' 
he resolved to leave it to other and more skilful hands to carry 
out his ideas on currency. 

6. — ^THE CONVENTION AND THE GENERAL STRIKE 

On July 10, 1839, ^he delegates returned to London, and on 
July 13 they resumed their deliberations. Usually only half out 
of the 53 delegates were present Seven were in prison and about 
20 were engaged in agitation or in a conspiracy and paid little 
attention to the affairs of the Convention. The Petition was 
rejected by such a decisive majority that all hope had to be 
abandoned of any parliamentary success. On the other hand, 
the delegates had witnessed the way in which the working men 
of Birmingham had displayed their power, and on the very day 
that the Convention reassembled in London the news arrived 
from Newcastle that 25,000 miners had gone on strike as a 
protest against the arrest of Taylor, Lovett, CoUins, and Harney. 
The delegates were alive to the significance of these events : the 
power of Chartism lay not in parliament, but in the people. The 
Convention therefore set to work to mobilise the masses, and 
made the general strike, or the sacred month, the order of the 
day. The discussions on these matters lasted for several weeks 
Pursuant to a resolution of the Convention, the secretary of the 

^ Hansard's Parhamentary Debates, Third Senes, vol. 49, pp 
220-274. 
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Convention requested the delegates who were engaged in agita- 
tion to return to London imnaediately, so as to take part in the 
disciissions and resolutions on the general stnke, but for some time 
this request remained unheeded. It was only at the conclusion 
of the debate that some of them appeared in order to bring 
the matter to a conclusion. It was generally felt, but not openly 
expressed, that the rejection of the Petition had exhausted the 
functions of the Convention, Why did not the Convention dis- 
solve ? The answer seems to be as follows : Either the 
delegates lacked courage to admit their defeat or else they 
considered it advisable for the Convention to prolong its 
existence so as to become a Directory of the People in case of 
an insurrection The latter consideration must have prevailed 
with the majority of the delegates. 

On July 13 the Convention opened the discussion on the 
general strike It did not, however, produce any thorough 
and comprehensive discussion. There was indeed no lack of time 
or of able thinkers and speakers, for the Convention continued to 
sit until the middle of September, and the two or three dozen 
delegates who regularly attended the meetings belonged to the 
Utte of the movement Most of the delegates, however, shared 
the conviction that the general strike was merely the prelude to a 
general insurrection of the people, and that it would not be the 
stoppage of work, but civil war itself, that would cut the Gordian 
knot Most of the delegates were conversant with Benbow's 
pamphlet, which stated that a week’s provisions would suffice 
to initiate the social revolution. The people would then be masters 
of the situation and would make use of all the accumulated wealth 
according to the decrees of the insurrectionary committees The 
delegates who expected the matter to be solved by street warfare 
considered it tmnecessaiy to discuss the possibility of the general 
strike or even the preparations for its accomplishment For them 
the main point was to put before the movement the dilemma 
of mn or street warfare They believed in the justice of the 
people's cause and m the mevitable victory of justice Victory 
implied warfare, and the only thing to be done was to organise the 
campaign. What was the use, therefore, of mdulgmg in specula- 
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tions on the general strike if this was merely to be the first 
move in the struggle '> The delegates who held these opinions 
belonged to the most determined section of the Convention, and 
for a time carried the waverers along with them. O’Connor 
and his party belonged to the waverers. O’Brien was at first on 
the side of the advocates of a general strike and of street fighting, 
and subsequently opposed them. Lovett took no further part 
in this session of the Convention, for he was busy preparing for 
his trial, and was brought before the Assizes in August Hethering- 
ton was ready for a general strike, but he was desirous of a clear 
and definite investigation of the situation Most of the London 
men agreed with Hetherington as to the necessity for an 
exhaustive discussion of the nature and possibilities of the general 
strike, for they did not believe in street fighting 

About this ' time William Benbow suddenly appeared again 
on the scene. He was no longer in London, where his violent 
Radicahsm found no response, but in Lancashire and Yorkshire, 
where he went about selling his pamphlet and holding meetings 
in the open air. We read that he spoke at Colne and Stockport, 
and exhorted the working men to lay out their money in procuring 
muskets and in prepanng for the national holiday. On August 4, 
1839, he was arrested, and on August ii he was brought before 
the magistrates in Manchester ^ It was only in April, 1840, that 
he appeared at the Assizes in Chester 

There can be no possible doubt that Benbow’s pamphlet origin- 
ated all the ideas of a general strike among the Chartists, and 
that the matter received no further thought. The following ex- 
tracts from the Charter of July 21, 1839, give the gist of the 
debates and the fimal decision of the Convention on the subject. 

On July 13, the day after the Petition had been rejected in 
parliament, the delegate Lowery moved the following resolution : 

'' The House of Commons, having refused to go into Committee 
on the prayer of the National Petition, it is vain to expect redress 
from the House ; and it is therefore the opinion of the Convention 
that the people work no longer after the 12th of August next, 

1 Charter, August 18, 1839. Sir Charles J, Napier also mentioiis 
him in his dianes. 
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unless the power of voting for members of parliament, to enable 
them to protect their labour and their rights, is previously given 
or guaranteed to them 

After Lowery had moved his resolution, Moir (Scotland) 
declared that he would not vote upon the question, as he had 
received no instructions from his constituents, although he had 
requested them to inform him of their views ; he must therefore 
consider that his work on the Convention had ceased. He 
added : — 

'' My personal opinion, however, is that the question before the 
Convention is one of the most important character. The sacred 
month is, in fact, nothing more nor less than the commence- 
ment of a revolution, the end of which no man can foresee. My 
opinion, therefore, is that before any such thing is recommended 
the organisation of the people should be carried out much more 
completely than it is now It was not enough that some portion, 
some small portion, of the working classes should be wilhng to 
carry out the proposition for a national holiday, it must be 
adopted generally, if not universally, or evil and not good 
would be the result of it. I am of opinion that steps should be 
taken to get at least every large town to agree to act upon such 
a recommendation as that now asked for before such a recom- 
mendation can be given.^’ 

The delegates Neesom, Skevington, and Dr. Fletcher gave the 
assurance that Bury, Loughborough, Gloucester, Worcester, 
and Somerset were in favour of a general strike. The delegate 
of Rochdale opposed the resolution, saying . — 

The question we are discussing is most important. I must 
first ask, what is the meaning of the national holiday ? Are we 
to abstain from aU manner of work ? If so, is the bread baked 
for a month ? Is the com ground for a month ^ I deny that 
is so. The people of Rochdale are of opinion that there is not 
food enough in South Lancashire to subsist the people for a fort- 
night. Failure in such a step would properly enough be looked 
upon as being a proof at once of foEy and wickedness. It is of the 
utmost importance to consider not only the practicability, but 
also the consequences of such a measure as this. It had been 
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called a bloodless effort. Those who said so knew better. They 
know that it must lead to both blood and plunder. I do not 
say I am against it, but I want to see beforehand what we are 
to gain by it, if even we are successful, and what we are to lose 
by it if unsuccessful. My mind is open to conviction, and 
although I am of opinion that a general strike is at once impractic- 
able and foolish, the arguments to be brought forward may 
change my opinion.’* 

Bums, who belonged to Taylor’s conspiracy, declared — 

" It is no use now to cry " Halt.’ Whatever we may do now, 
we shall run great risks. The purpose of the national holiday 
is to show that if we ceased labour the government must cease 
to govern and the profitmongers to get their profit.” 

He was answered by William Carpenter as follows : — 

" In proportion as I am impressed with a sense of the vast 
importance of this question is my embarrassment which I feel in 
addressing myself to it ; and I feel this the more, inasmuch as I 
know that every man who attempts to say or to do anything 
to repress the impetuosity of the more ardent spirits among us 
lays himself open to the imputation of timidity or cowardice, 
if not something much worse. A man’s moral courage is much 
more seen in his daring to do right when he was liable to be 
vituperated and condemned, than blindly and heedlessly suffering 
himself to be carried along with the stream. We must discuss it 
then. But we have a right to expect that we should have a full 
convention, the day for the discussion having been fixed for 
some considerable time previously. We have about 30 members 
present out of 53. The absent delegates have been written to 
and urged, strongly urged, to be m their places. Where is 
O’Connor ? Where is O’Brien ? Craig, Dr. Taylor, and Frost ? 
. . . The fact is we have come to this subject without due 
preparation. All that has been said showed that we are alike 
ignorant of the probabilities of the order for the sacred month 
being obeyed and of the way in which the hohday should be 
turned to great account, even did the people obey and leave 
their work. Under these circumstances it would be a crime 
to do anything to bring about this cnsis. It is true that the men 
I 
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of Newcastle and its neighbourhood are ready to obey the 
Convention, and if they were only a sample of the people generally 
I should not hesitate to vote for the holiday. But this is not the 
case, and I would rather submit to misrepresentation than order 
a measure which would inevitably lead to the sacrifice of these 
brave fellows. Friends, we are deceiving ourselves. Glasgow 
is not ready, Ashton is not ready, Manchester has given no 
definite answer, nor has Sheffield. Are we going to let loose 
hundreds of thousands of desperate and himgry men upon 
society without having any specific object in view or any plan of 
action laid down, but trusting to a chapter of accidents as to 
what the consequences should be ? Is this a course worthy of a 
deliberate assembly ? I have made up my mind. I shall oppose 
fixing a day for the holiday until we have better evidence, first 
as to the practicability of the thing, or the probability of its being 
carried into effect ; and next as to the way in which it is to be 
employed.”^ 

In spite of the speeches agamst the general strike Lowery's 
resolution was carried on July i6. The opposition to it, 
however, had not been in vain. It brought Taylor, O'Connor, 
and O'Brien to London , a committee was formed of seven 
members with the object of discussing the most efficacious 
means by which a general strike could be carried into effect. 
The (kmvention at the same time held a secret consultation, 
which resolved to issue a manifesto on the general strike. 
M'Douall was desirous above all for the trade unions to be 
requested to co-operate with them in carrying out the ulterior 
measures. The Convention was no longer so firmly convinced 
of the wisdom of the resolution of July i6, and sought for a 
means of escape from a difi&cult situation. 

This was discovered by O^Brien. On July 22 , he made the 
following speech : — 

My absence from the Convention was excused by the circum- 
stance that I was agitating in the North of England and Lanca- 
shire. The people are well up to the mark, but I fear they are not 
ready yet for a general strike. I strongly urge the Convention 
‘ Chatter, July 21, 1839. 
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not to precipitate matters. I should like to see great masses 
of the population keeping the holiday, but this could not be the 
case if it were fixed for August 12 At all events we ought to 
enquire into the facts and place them fearlessly before the people. 
I move the following resolution * — * 

* The Convention continues to be unanimously of opinion 
that nothing short of a general strike, or suspension of labour 
throughout the country, will ever suffice to establish the rights 
and liberties ; we nevertheless cannot take upon ourselves the 
responsibility of dictating the time or circumstances of such a 
strike, behevmg that we are incompetent to do so for the follow- 
ing reasons * — 

'' ' (i) Because our numbers have been greatly reduced by the 
desertion, absence, or arbitrary arrest of a large proportion of our 
number (2) Because great diversity of opinion prevails amongst 
the remaining members as to the practicability of a general strike 
in the present state of trade in the manufacturing distncts 

(3) Because a similar diversity of opinion seems to prevail out of 
doors amongst our constituents and the working class generally. 

(4) Because under these circumstances it is more than doubtful 
whether an order from the Convention for a general holiday 
would be generally obeyed : in other words, whether a strike 
would not prove a failure (5) Because, while we firmly believe 
a universal strike would prove the salvation of the country, 
we are at the same time equally convinced that a partial strike 
would only entail the bitterest privations and sufferings in all 
who took part in it, and in the present exasperated state of 
public feelmg would not improbably lead to convulsion and 
anarchy* ^6) Because, though it is the duty of the Convention 
to participate in all the people's dangers, it is no part of our duty 
to create dangers unnecessarily. (7) Because we believe that the 
working men themselves are the only fit judges of their right and 
readiness to strike work when they wiE, as also of their own 
resources and capabihties of meeting the exigencies which such 
an event would entail. 

** ‘ Under these circumstances we decide that a committee of 
ten be appointed to reconsider the vote of the i6th inst. and to 
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substitute an address, which shall leave to the people themselves 
to decide whether they will or will not commence the sacred 
month on the 12th of August next, at the same time explaining 
the reasons for adopting such a course and pledging the Conven- 
tion to co-operate with the people in whatever measures they 
may then deem necessary to their safety and emancipation/ 

After a long discussion, O'Brien’s resolution was adopted by a 
majority of six votes.^ 

The great majority of the delegates left London and returned 
to their constituencies. A central council of seven members was 
chosen to administer the affairs of the Convention. The ten 
members of the general strike committee also remained in 
London to receive the special reports from the provinces. The 
following declaration, based on these reports, was published by 
the committee on August 6 : — 

“ We are unanimously of opinion that the people are not 
prepared to carry out the sacred month on the 12th of August, 
1839. same evidence, however, convinces us that the great 
body of the working people, including those of most of the 
trades, may be induced to cease work on the 12th inst. for one, 
two or three days, in order to devote that time to meetings and 
processions, for deliberating on the present awful state of the 
country, and devising the best means of averting the hideous 
despotism with which the industrious orders are menaced by the 
murderous majority of the upper and middle classes, who prey 
on their labour. We, at the same time, beg to announce to the 
country that it is the deliberate opinion of this council that 
unless the trades of Great Britain shall co-operate as united 
bodies with their more distressed brethren in making a grand 
moral demonstration on the 12th inst., it will be impossible to 
save the country from a revolution of blood, which after enor- 
mous sacrifice of life and property will terminate in the utter 
subjection of the working people to the moneyed murderers of 
society. Under these circumstances we implore all our brother 
Chartists to abandon the project of a sacred month, as being for 
the present utterly impracticable, and to prepare themselves 
^ Charter, July 28, 1839. 
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forthwith to cany into effect the aforesaid constitutional objects 
on the 12th inst. We also implore the united trades, if they 
would save the country from convulsion and themselves from 
min, to render their distressed brethren all the aid in their 
power, on or before the 12th inst., towards realising the great 
and beneficent object of the holiday. Men of the trades I The 
salvation of the country is in your hands I '' ^ 

The manifesto reveals a feeling of despair. The discussions 
on the ulterior measures had alarmed the tradesmen, small shop- 
keepers, and manufacturers. The threats of the working men to 
make their purchases exclusively from Chartists and to under- 
take a general strike induced the shopkeepers and employers to 
apply to Lord John Russell for protection. On July 31, 1839, 
the latter issued directions to the magistrates to take energetic 
steps against any attempt to carry out the ulterior measures, to 
arrest all persons agitating for these measures, and to prosecute 
them, since the ulterior measures were illegal and subversive 
of the peace The arrests began in April and became hiore 
frequent : in August alone there were 130 Chartist leaders 
arrested.^ Some of the delegates to the Convention were con- 
victed, others were committed for trial and released on bail, viz , 
Vincent, Lovett, Collins, Brown, O'Connor, M'Douall, Taylor, 
Richardson, O’Bnen, Carrier, Neesom, and Deegan. 

It is also obvious from the manifesto that the trade unions 
were not inclined to enter blindly on a strike. Some members 
of the Convention had tried to induce them to form a secret 
organisation ; this can be mferred from a reference made by 
O'Brien in 1840 and 1842, without, however, giving any details ^ 
The trade unions declined to entertain the suggestion. 

For the time being the manifesto put an end to Benbow's 
plan, and the working men kept a holiday on August 12, and 
followed the advice of the Convention in holding large meetings 
and processions in almost all the manufacturing towns, causing 

^ Charter, August ii, 1839. 

• Accounts and Papers, year 1840 (600), vol 38, pp. 691 and sqq^ 

■ British Statesman, November 5, 1842 ; Southern Star, January 

16, 1840. 
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some disturbance of the peace in several localities Delegates 
of the Convention visited most of the meetings and remained in 
the country until August 25 O’Connor went, at the instance of 
the Convention, to Glasgow, where a conference of 57 Scotch 
delegates was held. Their reports were opposed for the greater 
part to a general strike , the minority were in favour of arming, 
but the majority supported the policy of moral force. 

On August 26 the Convention reassembled in London, but 
its functions were at an end. The Petition was dead, the general 
strike was abandoned, the lack of systematic organisation could 
no longer be denied, and there was no cessation of arrests and 
convictions. The failure of the Convention sowed dissension 
among the delegates, so that the public meetings of the Conven- 
tion cast no credit upon anyone. On September 6 O’Brien 
moved in favour of dissolving the Convention. The motion was 
seconded by Taylor, and passed by 12 votes to ii. On September 
14 the Convention finally dissolved. A few of the delegates, 
such as Carpenter and O’Brien, returned to journalism, O’Connor 
to agitation, Taylor, Frost, Bums, Cardo, and Bussey to con- 
spiracy, and the tragic sequel of their activity will be dealt with 
in a later chapter. 

One of the last acts of the Convention was the drafting of a 
‘'Declaration of the Constitutional Rights of Britons.” In 
the course of the discussions on universal suffrage, annual 
parliaments, drilling and bearing of arms, meetings and 
assemblies, the Convention became aware of the fact that the 
constitutional rights of British citizens were undefined, and 
therefore hable to unfavourable legal mterpretation It resolved 
therefore to take the opinion of a constitutional lawyer. A 
German jurist, Schroder by name/ who had left his native 
country to find a new home in London, wrote his opinion in the 
form of a Declaration of Rights. He divided it into 39 articles 
—probably in imitation of the 39 Articles of Faith of the Church 
of England — set out the Chartist claims in paragraphs, and to 
each article he appended legal references, indicating a most 
exceptional degree of knowledge of English constitutional 
» Charter, September i, 1839 . 
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literature. All the important statutes, charters, old codes and 
chronicles were utilised ; all precedents referring to these points, 
legal judgments and opinions of the great English lawyers and 
statesmen of the Middle Ages and recent times were pressed into 
the service of the Chartists. 

The delegates were so delighted with the Declaration that 
they regarded it as the most important result of the Convention. 
They realised that their actions had not been founded on any 
solid basis, and that now they possessed a programme and a 
justification. The Declaration was closely studied by the leaders, 
agitators, and speakers of the Chartist movement. Ordinary 
workmen read the old statutes and the works of the great English 
lawyers, so far as they were available in English or in English 
translations. In the political trials of March and April, 1840, 
the accused quoted from these sources in order to demonstrate 
the legal and constitutional character of the Chartist agitation.^ 

' Northern Star, March and April, 1840. 
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I. — ^THE INSURRECTION IN SOUTH WALES 

During the agitation of the Chartists and their volunteers in 
1836, 1837, ^^38* the Whig government adopted a passive 

attitude. Neither the violent speeches delivered by Stephens, 
Taylor, Beaumont, and O'Connor nor the increasing number of 
Chartist advocates of physical force caused the government any 
anxiety. It was only the local authonties and the Conservative 
newspapers that were rather excited about it ; the former from 
the fear that the violent speeches might lead to breaches of the 
peace , the latter from the motive of party policy, in order to 
discredit the Whigs throughout the country. Finally, in the 
autumn of 1838, the government was forced to take up a new 
attitude towards the agitation. On October 8, 1838, Lord John 
Russell, at a banquet given in his honour at Liverpool, dehvered 
a speech on the general state of affairs and on the services ren- 
dered by the Reform Parliament, and he seized this opportunity 
to express his opinion on the Chartist agitation : — 

Public life pulsates strongly at present and is expressed by 
the numerous public meetings which are now in the course of 
being held in various parts of the country There are some, 
perhaps, who would put down such opinions ; but such is not 
my opinion, nor that of the government with which I act. I 
think the people have a nght to meet. If they had no grievances, 
common sense would speedily come to the rescue and put an end 
to those meetings It is not from free discussion, it is not from 
the unchecked declaration of pubhc opinion that governments 
have anythmg to fear. There was fear when men were driven 
by force to secret combinations There was the fear, there was 
the danger, and not in free discussion." 

92 
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This was the government’s policy. Lord John Russell’s 
attitude towards the Chartists was exceedingly humane ; it was 
dictated by the sincere desire of avoidmg bloodshed. Sir 
Charles Napier, who was in close communication with him, 
expressed the same opinion. But the increasing alarm 
of the local authorities, the growing violence of the Chartist 
leaders m the North of England, the bitter opposition 
of the Conservative press, which regarded the Reform Bill as 
the prelude of Chartism, as well as the fluctuating and diminishing 
majority of the Whigs in parliament, forced the government to 
adopt measures of suppression A On December 27, 1838, Stephens 
was arrested in Manchester and indicted for incitement to not. 
He was indeed released on bail, but the excitement of the people 
in Lancashire, Yorkshire, and the whole of the North of England 
steadily increased. What Stephens was to the North of England 
Vincent was to Wales and the West of England. After some 
riotous scenes in Devizes and Llanidloes, Vincent was arrested 
on May 8, 1839. In July, August, and September the arrests 
were so numerous that all the Chartist leaders of any importance 
were either in prison or awaiting trial. But these prosecutions 
nowhere excited such bitterness of feeling as in Wales. 

The simple, emotional, and enthusiastic nature of the Welsh 
working men was, and still is, averse from dilatory tactics and * 
parliamentary methods ; it expects sensational deeds in any 
popular agitation. Their temperament resembles that of the 
French proletariate, but it is nourished and stimulated by 
primitive Chnstian feelings rather than by logical inferences. 
The Welsh received the message of Chartism from the eloquent 
enthusiast, Henry Vincent, and regarded it as the embodiment of 
justice, hberty, and fraternity, for which their heart had been 
craving. For their material condition was much better than 
that of most of the English workmen. The industrial revolution 
was still scarcely known in Wales. The actual proletariat con- 
sisted of coal miners and iron workers, who received relatively 
good wages. Amicable, patriarchal relations regulated the 

^ A summary of the Conservative onslaughts on the government 
IS given in the Quarterly Review, vol, 65, p. 290-314, 485. 
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questions of work and wa^es, whilst rich and poor met together 
in the chapels, united by rehgious interests in common against 
the Established Church. Chartism in Wales was a moral rather 
than an economic movement. Its most important leader was 
John Frost, a draper in Newport, who exerted an authoritative 
influence on his comrades by reason of his position and person- 
ality. Since 1817 he devoted himself to the furtherance of 
Raical doctrines, and in 1823 he brought upon himself a term 
of imprisonment of six months. After the victory of the Reform 
Bill and the introduction of new municipal government his 
fellow-citizens elected him to the town cormcil, and then he was 
successively appointed, mayor, magistrate, and justice of the 
peace. When Vincent brought Chartism to Newport in 1838, 
Frost was justice of the peace. Nevertheless, he immediately 
expressed his sympathy with the new movement, and allowed 
himself to be elected a delegate to the Convention by the Chartists. 
When the Convention assembled in London, Frost was denounced 
by the Conservative press, and Lord John Russell m consequence 
suggested to him the advisability of resignmg the honourable 
position of justice of the peace Frost did so under protest, for 
he regarded Lord John RusselFs demand as a violation of 
freedom of thought The protest was pubhshed in the Chartist 
press and made its author one of the most popular men of the 
movement. Frost took no leading part in the public delibera- 
tions of the Convention, but he must have rendered great service 
in committee meetings. Smarting under this treatment by the 
government, and impelled by his own enthusiastic temperament, 
he jomed Taylor, and finally took part in his conspiracy for using 
physical force. 

Here we enter on a chapter of the history of Chartism which 
is still to some extent wrapped in obscurity. All that is known 
about it is derived from sources which are contaminated by 
polemical passion ^ 

^Northern Star, May 3, 1845; Gammage, History of Chartist 
Movement, p. 262 and sgq, ; William Lovett, Life, p. 238 and sqq, ; 
Diplormtte Review, January 1872, p, 23 , Thomas Frost, Forty 
Years’ Recollections, 1880, p, 109 <& 297 (Thomas Frost was neither 
related to nor acquainted with John Frost). 
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The following germ of truth may be extracted from all these 
accounts. When the Petition had been rejected and the peaceful 
policy of moral suasion had missed fire, the delegates, Taylor. 
Frost, Cardo, Bussey, Bums, and perhaps also Lowery, met in 
secret conclave and resolved to emancipate the working class 
by means of an insurrection. They considered Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, Birmingham, Sheffield, and Wales to be ripe or 
suitable for insurrection. The Pole, Major Beniowski, was sent 
down to Wales as military instructor, and old retired non-commis- 
sioned officers were appointed in some of the towns in the North 
of England and the Midlands for the purpose of drilling the 
workmen. It appears from Sir Charles Napier's dianes that 
most of these non-commissioned officers kept up relations with 
the military authorities and furnished them with information as 
to the preparations The secret conspiracy was organised on 
the model of the United Irishmen, and the country covered by 
the Chartist agitation was divided into distncts, in which the 
Chartists were classed in groups of 10, 100 and 1000 men with 
special leaders and captains. When Cardo was arrested in 
November, 1839, some of the plans of the organisation were 
discovered ^ 

In the meantime the Welsh became restive and urged that the 
time for action had arrived. The harsh sentences of imprison- 
ment which had been passed upon the accused at Llanidloes, the 
prohibition of the right of assembly, and the confiscation of 
weapons, and finally Vincent's bad treatment at the hands of 
the prison authonties, roused Wales to a high pitch of bitter 
feeling. The working men and operatives were determined 
above all to set Vincent free by the use of force. Frost was no 
longer able to curb the people, and was obliged to put himself 
at their head On the eve of the dissolution of the Convention 
he explained the situation in Wales to his more intimate friends, 
and declared that Chartism was compromised in that part of the 
country unless something was done without delay. But Wales 
could not take isolated action ; the North of England and the 
Midlands must also join in the insurrection at the same time. 

^ Charter f November 24, 1839. 
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Thereupon Bussey, the Bradford delegate, replied that he would 
stand by the Welsh and would rouse Yorkshire to insurrection. 
Frost returned home to set about the work, whilst Bussey did 
nothing and had no intention of doing anyihing. William 
Ashton, a local and influential labour leader in Yorkshire, who 
had been informed of the projected insurrection and who knew 
Bussey to be a braggart, foresaw the impending catastrophe and 
communicated with Hill, the editor of the Northern Star, to the 
effect that the Welsh were preparing an insurrection and were 
reckoning upon the assistance of Bussey, who would, however, 
leave them in the lurch. He requested Hill to acquaint O'Connor 
of the circumstance without delay, for O’Connor was the only 
man in a position to restrain the Welsh from their ill-fated 
intentions. Hill, as he asserted subsequently, carried out 
Ashton’s request without delay and communicated the secret 
to O’Connor. O’Brien, too, learned of the course of events in 
Wales, and shared the same opinion that O’Connor would have 
to intervene immediately in order to avert misfortune from the 
Welsh. According to the account given by Hill and O’Brien in 
1845, O’Connor took no steps towards rescuing the Welsh from 
their fate, and calmly went away to Ireland at the end of October ; 
nothing was heard of him until the Welsh insurrection had mis- 
carried and its leaders were imprisoned. On the other hand, 
O’Connor asserted that neither Hill nor O’Brien had informed 
him of the secret conspiracy of the Welsh It was in ignorance 
of the state of affairs that he left for Ireland, where he had 
business to attend to. O’Connor’s account deserves more 
credence than that given by Hill and O’Brien. Whatever may 
be thought of O’Connor, he was certainly neither a coward nor a 
traitor. 

This insurrection took the following course. 

Towards the end of October, Frost, William Jones, a journey- 
man watchmaker, and Zephaniah Williams, an innkeeper, 
came to an agreement to march upon Newport with about a 
thousand men on the night of November 3, and to release Vincent 
from prison. The Chartists were mobilised and divided into 
three columns, A number of them were armed with old muskets. 
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other'^ with pikes and a number with clubs. They marched and 
sang: 

I have seen the poplars flourish fast, 

While the humble bnars bound them ; 

I have seen them torn up by the blast 
Of elements around them. 

The lightning flashing through the sky. 

The thunder loud roars after, 

O scxirch, bum the oppressors ! Why ? 

Because they withhold the Charter. 

Then rise, my boys, and fight the foe. 

Your arms are truth and reason: 

We’ll let the Whigs and Tones know 
That umon is not treason. 

Ye lords, oppose us if you can. 

Your own doom you seek after ; 

With or without you we will stand 
Until we gam the Charter.” 

On November 3 the columns converged upon Newport, but 
owing to the fact that the local circumstances were unfavourable, 
it was only early on November 4 that the insurgents entered the 
town. The authorities had been well informed of this movement 
and kept in readiness a force of police, special constables, and 
35 men of the 45th Infantry Regiment. When the Chartists 
appeared in Newport, the pohcemen and special constables 
offered some resistance and then took to flight, running to 
Westgate Hotel, where the soldiers, under the command of a 
lieutenant, had taken up their positions at the windows and 
stood to arms To all appearance Frost and his colleagues had 
no knowledge of the presence of soldiers, and only knew that the 
magistrate was in the hotel. The Chartist leaders marched up 
with their men to the hotel and demanded the hberation of the 
pnsoners Suddenly there was a rattle of musketry, and in the 
space of twenty minutes ten Chartists lay dead and about fifty 
wounded in the square in front of the Westgate Hotel. The rest 
took to flight. The insurrection was at an end. Among the 
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dead Chartists there was a youth, only eighteen years old, George 
Shell by name, who had sent the following letter to his parents on 
the eve of the fight : 

Pontypool, Sunday Night, Nov. 3, 1839 

Dear Parents, 

I hope this will find you well, as I am myself at this 
present. I shall this night be engaged in a glorious struggle for 
freedom, and should it please God to spare my life I shall see you 
soon ; but if not, gneve not for me, I shall have fallen m a 
noble cause. Farewell { 

Yours truly, 

George Shell. 

Numerous arrests followed the suppression of the insurrection. 
Those arrested included Frost, Williams, Jones, and four other 
Chartists, who were indicted for high treason. The government 
sent a special commission of judges to Monmouth, where the 
trials began on December 31, 1839, closed on January 13, 
1840. Frost, Williams, and Jones were sentenced to death. 
The death sentence was also passed upon the other four Chartists, 
but with the intention of its being commuted to transportation 
for hfe Owing to a technical error and still more probably 
owing to the great excitement of the people of Great Bntain 
over the conviction of the three Welsh leaders, even the latter 
were reprieved and the sentences commuted to transportation 
for life. In 1856 they were granted a complete amnesty. 

2 — ^wholesale arrests 

From April, 1839, 380 Chartist leaders in 

England and 62 in Wales were either arrested and acquitted or 
else condemned to terms of imprisonment, varying from three 
months to transportation for hfe , 425 out of the 442 arrested 
persons belonged to the working class : textile operatives, metal 
workers, and miners formed the main contingent , the remaining 
T7 belonged to the intellectual section and tradesmen. 

On August 3, 1839, of the men who had taken a leading 
part in the Birmingham riots of July 15 stood for trial at the 
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assizes at Warwick. Three of them were condemned to death, 
but their sentences were subsequently commuted to transporta- 
tion for life. On August 6 and 7 Collins and Lovett stood before 
the same jury as accused persons. Collins was defended by a 
lawyer, but Lovett conducted his own defence, which evoked 
the admiration of the public prosecutor and of the judge The 
main points of the indictment included the authorship and 
publication of the resolutions of July 5, in which the London 
police and the local authorities at Birmingham had been censured 
in the strongest possible terms. 

Lovett did not withdraw a single word of these resolutions, 
and pointed out that the people had a right of assembly and free 
discussion. The accused men were sentenced each to a year's 
imprisonment, where they were treated as common criminals. 
On August 10 a number of Chartists and persons connected with 
Chartism stood their trial at the assizes at Chester. J. R. 
Stephens and M'Douall were among the accused. Stephens’s 
speech in his defence lasted for five hours, but there was nothing 
Chartist about it. Stephens disavowed all connection with 
Chartism ; he denied that he had ever spoken in favour of 
universal suffrage, and he developed a conservative social pro- 
gramme after the manner of Disraeh and Oastler, to which he 
was ready to devote his whole life. His volte face was, however, of 
little avail; he was sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment, 
but he was well treated by the prison authonties, in stnking 
contrast to Lovett and Collins. Stephens’s apostasy roused 
resentment in Chartist circles. He was accused of treachery, 
but O’Connor ascribed his change of opinion to the calumnies 
which O’Brien had disseminated some months previously about 
Stephens, and in this way had made him an obj'ect of suspicion 
to the people 

M'DouaU was accused of incitement to procure arms and of 
encouraging fighting m the streets. The speech he made in his 
defence lasted also for five hours, and was practically an 
exposition of the principles of Chartism. 

Many of the great trials for high treason took place in March 
and April, 1840. O’Connor was sentenced to 18 months’ im- 
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prisonment for conspiring against the State ; Bronterre O’Brien 
received the same sentence ^ , Benbow received i6 months ; his 
speech in his defence took over ten hours to deliver. He com- 
pared himself with Jesus, the Whigs with the Jews, and the judge 
with Pontius Pilate.^ Holberry, a spirit distiller, who was only 
25 years old, had, in his romantic, revolutionary ardour, set 
himself the task of leading the Chartists against Napier and 
seizing Nottingham ; he received four years* imprisonment. Two 
years later he died in his cell, and was buried at Sheffield after an 
imposing funeral, in which 20,000 working men took part ; 
Harney delivered the funeral oration. 

The speeches for the defence relied for the most part upon the 
law of nature, but in some cases speeches were made by ordinary 
workmen, which were devoid of all legal and pseudo-historical 
erudition, and gave most affecting descriptions of the distress 
among the working class. One of the accused, George Lloyd, a 
joiner, stood before the jury at Liverpool, and depicted such a 
harrowing scene of the sufferings and persecutions of the Chartist 
working men that the audience were moved to tears. 

The wholesale arrests made great demands on the spirit of 
sacrifice of the Chartist and Labour movement. Money was 
collected for the families of the prisoners and a special mainten- 
ance fund was started. In spite of all this, the contributions 
were barely sufficient to alleviate the misery of the families 
involved. O’Connor devoted a part of the profits of the Northern 
Star to the support of the arrested men. The local organisations 
did much for their arrested leaders, and enabled them to obtain 

» One of the witnesses against GBnen was a shorthand writer, 
who was employed as a reporter of the Manchester Guardian, 
In his depositions he stated that 0 *Brien in his speech at Manchester 
on property divided land into three kinds of value : (i) original 
value ; {2) unproved value (by cultivation) ; (3) improvable value 
by future improvements. This evidence of the stenographer is 
interesting. It is, word for word, the same division of values which 
is given by Ogilvie and which formed the central point of his land 
reform. Cp, Northern Star, April ii, 1840, p. 7, i, and Ogilvie, 
Essay, 1782, pp. 20-4. 

» Northern Star, April 18 and 25, 1840. 
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better food in prison. The families of the more prominent leaders 
received a pound a week.' 

Immediately after the tragic end of the insurrection in South 
Wales, Taylor withdrew from the agitation and died in a short 
space of time. Bussey was covered with ignominy and left home 
for America. 

Further, the Chartist press suffered from the persecutions. In 
the year 1839-40 the following papers ceased publication : True 
Scotsman, Operative, Charter, Champion, Southern Star, Western 
Vindicator, and Northern Liberator Their place was taken by 
the weeklies, Scottish Chartist Circular and English Chartist 
Circular. The latter appeared in London and existed until the 
end of 1843 ; it was well edited and contained a great store of 
materials for the history of the working classes and the revolu- 
tionary movements in Great Britain and Ireland , it was also a 
supporter of the cause of temperance. In 1842 the weekly, the 
British Statesman, appeared in London, and was brilliantly edited 
by O'Brien in the latter half of the year. 

The Northern Liberator (Newcastle), during the last months 
of its career, was, in addition, the organ of Lord Palmerston's 
opponents The leaders of the anti-Palmerston agitation were 
David Urquhart and Charles Attwood (brother of Thomas 
Attwood). 

3. — ^FIRST EFFECTS OF CHARTISM ON LITERATURE 

'• Delirious Chartism,” wrote Thomas Carlyle at the end of 
1839, " will not have raged to no purpose . . • if it have 
forced the thinking men of the community to think of this vital 
question.”^ The Charter, with its six points, the National 
Petition, with its five points, borne aloft on pikeheads and 
rendered glaringly visible to the people by the flaming torchlights 
of the nocturnal meetings, could not fail to force upon the 
national conscience the condition-of-England question The 
stirring events of 1837, ^838, and 1839 impressed, before all, the 

» Northern Star, April it, 1840. 

• Thomas Carlyle, Chartism, 1839, chapter i, 

XG 
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imagination of writers and poets; they ushered in a literaxy 
period distinguished by social reform novels, social economic 
pamphlets, and revolutionary poetry. This literary movement 
gained in strength and volume after the general strike in 
the North of England in the autumn, 1842, but its origin 
coincides with the upheaval of Labour in the years from 1833 
to 1840. 

The Northern Star gave, in 1837, long extracts from Dickens's 
Oliver Twist In 1839, Mrs. Trollope went to Manchester for 
the purpose of investigating the real conditions of the factory 
population. The result of her studies was the novel Michael 
Armstrong. In 1841, Charlotte Elizabeth (Phelan) Tonna 
published Helen Fleetwood, depicting '' the vile, the cruel, the 
body and soul murdenng system of factory labour . . . the 

prolific source of every ill that can unhumanise man.” But, 
while she also denounces Socialism as the moral Gorgon ” and 

the last effort of Satanic venom,” she pleads, with much force 
and great sjnnpathy, the cause of Labour, and exhorts the 
Church to work for the welfare of the poor. However, the most 
important writer of the period we are dealing with was Capel 
Lofift, jun., who, in 1839, published a revolutionary epic, Ernest, 
or Pohtical Regeneration. It is the fanfare of Chartism. 
It represents the growth, the heroic struggles, the triumph of the 
Socialist and political Labour movement. Dean Milman, in a 
long essay, regards it as the work of a dangerous genius, a poet 
of extraordinary powers, whom he " entreats, exhorts, and 
implores to consult his fame, his happiness, his life, his eternal 
interests,” and turn his gifts to more patriotic uses.^ The book 
had, however, by that time been withdrawn from circulation 
Ernest deals with the story of a peasants' revolt in Germany, 
but the conditions and the atmosphere in the midst of which the 
revolt is fought out are English. It is a struggle against 
rapacious and oppressing landowners, for universal suffrage, 
democraqr, nationahsation of the land, and religious freedom 
or primitive Christianity. The spiritual leader of the revolt is 
a schoolmaster and Nonconformist preacher, who— 

^ Quarterly Review, vol. 65, p. 153 sqq. 



FIRST EFFECTS OF CHARTISM ON LITERATURE 103 


“ . , , lit his torch from heaven, and with that torch 

Kindled all hearts — the poor look gladly on high ; 

Having scant comfort here. . . . 

. . . Faith, the gospel, and love 

These three he preached, leaving the mysteries 

Devised by man, for God*s simplicity. 

And viewing the earth one commonwealth 

I^evel as is the ocean — so his word 

Waxed and took wings and flew forth wondrously.” 

{Ernest, pp 27-8 

Then the young agitator gradually unfolds his system of 
regeneration : — 

They who have toiled the ground, 'tis theirs of right 
To share it, and enjoy it, and thank God ; 

Sharing by rule of elders, duly ordained 
To make apportionment of labourers 
And judge all controversies of each farm. 

But for the landlord — 'tis an impious name. 

By man usurped from God — so be it resolved. 

To make no further mention of his name, 

But let the State take their dominion, 

Paying them compensation lest they starve ” 

{Ih%d^., p. 146 ) 

Next in importance to land nationalisation is universal educa- 
tion, which should combine labour and art with letters, in order 
to enable the people to govern themselves and supply their needs 
by labouring and sharing in common. 

Thomas Carlyle's Charhsm, though it exhibits little know- 
ledge of the essence of its subject, directed the attention of the 
nation to the discontent of the working classes. Its commonplace 
thoughts, clothed in super-Coleridgean phraseology, gave to it 
an air both of familiarity and profundity, and could, therefore, 
not fail to render it popular with educated newspaper readers. 

Chartism had entered literature. It began to interest the 
thinking part of the population, yet very few intellectuals joined 
it. The gaps made in the ranks of the leaders by prosecution 
and imprisonment were not filled up. The Chartist movement 
subsequent to 1839 was poorer in capable thinkers than ever 
before. There was indeed no lack of young men who could 
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deliver enthusiastic speeches on the rights of men, the corruption 
of government, and the merciless exploitation of labour, but no 
object would be gained by giving their names and biographies. 
Like bubbles they skimmed over the sea of Chartism, glittered 
for a time in its colours and burst unnoticed, to make place for 
others. But Chartism suffered severely for want of independent 
and inquiring minds. Yet the working men were eager to learn, 
attended mechanics’ institutes, studied science, maintained halls 
for meetings, and spared no pains to educate themselves and to 
acquire knowledge. In the industrial towns '' you would see 
working men in groups discussing the great doctrine of political 
justice — that every grown-up, sane man ought to have a vote in 
the election of the men who were to make the laws by which he 
was to be governed ; or they were in earnest dispute respecting 
the teachings of Socialism.” ^ 

These words are more suitable of application- to the years 
1840 and 1842 than to any other period in the history of Chartism. 
At that time the expressions Chartist, Socialist, trade unionist, 
and working man were S5monymous terms. In 1842 the 
standard of Chartism was actually the standard of the organised 
working men. Nevertheless, the movement comprised few 
intellectual adherents. The persecutions of 1839 ^nd 1840 had 
driven many of the thinking workers away to North America, 
where they disseminated Ogilvie’s and Spence’s ideas of 
agrarian reform which they had acquired through Bronterre 
O’Brien. Many of them were repelled by O’Connor’s methods 
of agitation and returned to local spheres of activity, others 
again joined the Anti-Corn Law League. 

Among the Chartist leaders who joined the movement in the 
period from 1840 to 1842 only Thomas Cooper (1805-1892), the 
prototype of Kingsley’s Alton Locke, deserves mention. Of all 
self-taught Chartists he was, next to Lovett, the most cultured 
and spiritual writer. By his indomitable will the young shoe- 
maker learned Latin, Greek, French, Italian, Hebrew, and wrote 
good English prose and poetry, though he never emancipated 
himself from the literary influences of Carlyle and Shelley. His 
^ Thomas Cooper, L\fe, ed. 1897, p. 393. 
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remarkable literary and oratoncal gifts soon procured him the 
leadership for Leicester and the surrounding district. At first 
he sided with O'Connor, but from 1845 he became his opponent, 
in both cases with great vehemence, for Cooper had a contempt 
for half-measures. As an adherent of O'Connor, he brooked no 
opposition to him — ^as his enemy he had not got a single good 
word for him. He played a considerable part in the upheaval 
of 1842, and was sentenced to two years' impnsonment. His 
Purgatory of Smctdes, which he dedicated to Thomas Carlyle, 
was written in prison. From 1843 onwards Cooper was for the 
absolute abandonment of physical force. 'He was mainly a 
hterary man and a poet, and had only a shght knowledge of 
pohtics and political economy ; his socialism was hopelessly 
Utopian. 

The following stanzas are taken from one of his best poems : — 

Truth IS growing — ^hearts are glowing 
With the fl.ame of Liberty : 

Light is breaking — ^thrones are quaking. 

Hark I the trumpet of the Free I 

Long, m lowly whispers breathing. 

Freedom wandered drearily — 

Still, in faith, her laurel wreathmg 
For the day when there should bo 
Freemen shouting — ^Victory I 

Now, she seeketh him that speaketh 
Fearlessly of lawless might ; 

And she speedeth him that leadeth 
Brethren on to wm the Right. 
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REORGANISATION AND ELECTORAL POLICY 

I.— THE NATIONAL CHARTER ASSOCIATION (NX.A.) 

The experience of the early years of Chartism impressed the 
leaders with the conviction that the loosely-knit local organisa- 
tions were not favourable to unity of action. Organisation 
became a burning question and occupied the attention of all 
thoughtful Chartists. About the middle of the year 1840 the 
Chartist leaders entered into active correspondence on this 
subject — even the leaders who were in pnson were able to 
correspond, or else found means to commumcate their views to 
their comrades — and on July 20, 1840, 23 delegates from the 
Midlands and the North of England met in conference at 
Manchester, in order to devise a plan of organisation. The 
conference considered plans of organisation drawn up by Feargus 
O'Connor, O'Brien, Burns, McDouall and Benbow. O'Connor 
was mainly in favour of strengthening the Chartist press by 
turning the Northern Star into a daily morning paper , ''A 
Morning Star," he wrote, will be specially devoted to producing 
a complete change in the circumstances of the working class by 
inducing it to return to agriculture." ^ 

O'Brien's plan hinged upon the formation of electoral associa- 
tions. McDouall proposed to support Chartism by organising 
the different trades. Benbow's plan, comprising 28 closely 
written pages, was declared to be unsuitable and was not made 
public. As we shall see later on, Lovett and Collins drew up a 
plan of organisation, which was entirely based on educational 
associations. 

1 Northern Star, July 18, 1840. 
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The conference sat from July 20 to 24, 1840, and submitted 
the following proposal for organisation — 

The Chartists of Great Britain are incorporated in a National 
Charter Association. Its object is to obtain a Radical Reform 
of the House of Commons ; in other words a full and faithful 
representation of the entire people of the United Kingdom. The 
principles requisite to secure such a representation are the 
right of voting for members of parliament by every male of 
21 years of age and of sound mind ; no property qualification 
for members of parliament ; payment of members ; the ballot ; 
division of electoral districts, giving to each district a propor- 
tionate of representatives according to the number of electors , 
annual elections. To accomplish the foregoing objects none but 
peaceable and constitutional means shall be employed, such as 
public meetings to discuss grievances arising from the existing 
system, and to show the utility of the proposed changes and to 
petition parliament to adopt the same. All persons will become 
members of this association on condition of signing a declaration, 
signifying their agreement with its objects, principles, and con- 
stitution, when they shall be presented with cards of member- 
ship, which shall be renewed quarterly and for which they shall 
each pay the sum of twopence. Wherever possible the members 
shall be formed into classes of ten persons, which classes shall 
meet weekly , and one out of and by each class shall be nomin- 
ated leader and appointed by the executive, who shall collect 
from each member one penny per week. Each town shall be 
divided into wards and divisions according to the plan of the 
Municipal Reform Act Once a month a meeting of members 
of the said wards shall be held, when addresses shall be delivered 
and the society’s business transacted. The leaders of the said 
classes shall attend the meeting and report about the state of 
the classes, in lawful and temperate language. At the first 
meeting of each ward or division a collector shall be nominated 
and appointed by the executive, to whom the class leaders shall 
pay the moneys collected from the class members. And the said 
collector shall hand over the money to the treasurer 'of the 
town at the weekly meeting of the council. Each principal town. 
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with its suburban villages, shall have a council of nine persons, 
including an assistant treasurer and secretary. The local 
council shall meet once weekly and shall have the power of 
appropriating half the mone3rs collected for local purposes. They 
shall also see that the recommendations of the executive be 
carried out. At the head of the N.C.A there will be an execu- 
tive of seven members, including the treasurer and secretary. 
The members of the executive shall be elected by the whole 
party and shall be paid for their work ; they shall be employed 
at the same time as missionaries. The general treasurer will 
publish a statement of accounts once a week in the Chartist 
newspapers. 

This plan of organisation was adopted on July 24, 1840. It 
win be seen that the plan of organisation, as laid down by the 
conference, possessed a centralising character and was by no 
means legal, nevertheless it was adopted and carried out. 
The Chartist movement retained the name National Charter 
Association '' until the very end. 

At the close of the conference the delegates issued an address 
to the Chartists, who were invited to join the organisation and 
to work for its objects within constitutional limits, above all to 
avoid forming secret societies, to further the cause of temperance 
and the diffusion of knowledge, and especially to support and to 
win subscribers for the Chartist press. 

The plan of organisation was approved by their comrades in 
the country, but only about 20,000 jomed the N C.A. 

The release of Lovett, Collins, McDouall, and other Chartist 
leaders who had been sent to prison in 1839 contributed to 
revive the cause of Chartism in the summer of 1840, for they 
visited many towns in Great Britain, held meetings and took 
part in demonstrations. These meetings reunited the Chartists. 
The old hop^ were aroused by the inspired words of the martyrs, 
who exhorted their followers to p^severance, to unity and to the 
unabated continuance of the struggle. The result of the mani- 
festo must have been considerable, for even the Liberal press 
could no longer ignore it.^ 

^ Taifs Edtnhufgh Magazine, 1840, p. 81 1. 
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2, — OTHER PLANS FOR ORGANISATION 

During the last weeks of the London Convention of 1839 
O’Brien came to the firm conclusion that the Chartist organisa- 
tions could only escape the dangers of secret societies and con- 
spiracies if they concentrated all their activity upon parlia- 
mentary elections and the diffusion of pohtical knowledge. 
Therefore he proposed that the Chartists should bnng forward 
their own nominated candidates at all parliamentary elections 
wherever possible, so as to give them the opportunity to expound 
the pnnciples of the party. The Chartists should likewise 
attend election meetings of the other parties, take part in dis- 
cussions and move amendments to the resolutions laid before 
‘ these meetings. The aforesaid conference appended O’Brien’s 
proposals to its plan of organisation and recommended the 
adoption. 

McDouall’s plan of organisation was quite different in its 
character. He tried to group together working men who were 
already Chartists m Chartist associations on the basis of their 
trades, to permeate the trade unions with the Chartist spirit, 
so that they should eventually form the basis of the agitation 
Organisation on these lines was carried out to a considerable 
extent both in London and Manchester. Combined Chartist 
and trade organisations existed in these districts down to the 
end of 1842. In the Chartist press of 1841 and 1843 we are 
continually finding mention of organisations called the Chartist 
association of shoemakers, of hatters, of joiners, of stockingers, 
etc.^ 

The scheme of organisation proposed by Lovett and Collins 
was based on educational associations, because they did not come 
within the limits of the Corresponding Act and therefore it would 
be possible to form a national organisation with branches. 
Whilst in prison at Warwick they wrote a pamphlet, entitled 
" Chartism,” with this end in view. Both of them were con- 
vinced that above everything else the working classes were 

^ Chafttst and Republican Journal, Apnl 17, 1841 , British States- 
man, June 19, August 6 and 13, 1842 ; Northern Star, August 20, 
1842. 
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lacking in education. It was only because they were uneducated 
that they could fall into the hands of an O'Connor, an Attwood or 
any other politician of the middle classes, who allied themselves 
with the working men for their own ends and became their idol. 
In a circular to the Chartists they declared — 

You must become your own social and political regenerators 
or you will never enjoy freedom. You must be intelligent and 
moral> else no revolution will help you. Most of your grievances 
are due to class legislation. Our agitation has been hitherto an 
external one, we appealed rather to the senses than to the 
mind. Our public meetings have on many occasions been the 
arenas of passionate invective, party spirit, and personal idolatry, 
rather than public assemblies for deliberation and discussion, * 
dissemination of knowledge, and inculcation of principles. We 
need political power to enable us to improve to any extent our 
material condition, but we need also sobriety and moral culture. 
Systematic education is necessary. ... On the strength of 
these convictions we have drawn up our plan, which is not 
exclusive, but supplementary to the Chartist organisations 
already in existence Our plan is to form a National Association 
for promoting the political and social improvement of the people. 
Our plan is (i) To establish in one general body persons of all 
creeds, classes, and opinions who are desirous of promoting the 
political and social improvement of the people. (2) To create and 
extend an enlightened public opinion m favour of the People's 
Charter and by every just and peaceful means to secure its 
enactment, so that the industrious classes may be placed m 
possession of the franchise — ^the most important step to all 
political and social reformation. (3) To appoint as many mission- 
anes as may be deemed necessary to visit the different districts 
to enlighten and orgamse the people. {4) To establish circulating 
libranes from 100 to 200 volumes each, containing the most 
useful works on politics, morals, sciences, and history. {5) To 
print tracts and pamphlets for circulation. (6) To erect public 
balls or schools for the people throughout the kingdom. Such 
halls to be used dunng the day as infant, preparatory, and high 
schools. Such halls to have two playgrounds, rooms for cold 
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and hot baths, laboratory and workshops, where the teachers 
and the children may be taught science by experiments as 
well as the elements of trades. (7) Normal or teachers' schools, 
for the purpose of forming schoolmasters (8) Agricultural and 
industrial schools, as may be required for the education and 
support of the orphan children of the association* If the 
members who signed the National Petition belonged to such an 
association, and paying about one penny per week, they would 
be able to effect the following important objects every year : 
(a) the erection of 80 district halls or normal or industrial schools 
at £3,000 each, or together ;^240,ooo ; (b) 710 circulating libraries 
at £20 each, or together ;£i4,200 , (c) 4 missionaries at £200 a 
year, or together ;^8oo , (d) circulation of 20,000 pamphlets or 
flyleaves every week at 15 shillings per 1000, or together £780 ; 
{e) expenses for pnnting, postage, and salaries, £700* Sum total, 
£256,480. Since the income would amount to £257,180, there 
would be a small surplus of £700 for unforeseen expenses."^ 

Lovett's plan therefore was to found an organisation sub- 
ordinate to the N.C.A , for the purpose of diffusing knowledge 
and of imparting education to the working classes. 

At the same time that these plans were published the temper- 
ance or total abstinence movement made headway among the 
Chartists. Henry Vincent was its most zealous apostle. The 
En^hsh Chartist Circular bore the sub-title Record, 

Finally, Christian Chartists came forward in Scotland and 
Birmingham, carrying Chartism into the churches and instilling 
Chartist ideas into the Sunday sermons. O'Connor opposed 
these efforts and displayed great journalistic activity from his 
prison cell at York, writing an article on Church Chartism, 
Teetotal Chartism, Knowledge Chartism,” etc. He opposed the 
policy of permeating Chartism with religion, temperance ^ and 
knowledge. The greater part of his article was directed against 
Christian Chartism, whilst temperance and knowledge were 

^ Lovett and Colhns, Chartism, 1841 ; English Chartist Circular, 
No. 16 , Lovett, Life, 1876, p. 248 

1 A year later O'Connor became a total abstainer, since most of 
the Chartists had declared m favour of temperance. 
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dismissed in a few sentences.^ Soon, however, he took up 
the cudgels against Lovett, who was bold enough to write 
against hero-worship, that is to say, against the O'Connor cult 
and against exhibitions and rowdy meetings. O'Connor and his 
clique felt that the attack was directed against them, and 
regarded it as an attempt to stir up the people against them. 
They stigmatised Lovett, Hethenngton, and James Watson as 
traitors and deserters, as tools of the Whigs and of O'Connell.® 
That was quite sufficient. Drilled by the Northern Star to 
regard O'Connor as infallible, the Chartists in many locahties 
passed resolutions hostile to the London leader of the working 
men. Lovett made no rejoinder. Hetherington was the only 
one to take up the gauntlet, but it only resulted in unpleasant 
recriminations, rendenng it quite impossible for the old rift 
between O'Connor and the London artisans ever to be healed. 
O’Connor again turned to the fustian jackets, blistered hands, 
and unshorn chins,” and instead of producing the proofs of 
treachery of Lovett and his friends which had been demanded, 
O’Connor merely heaped suspicion upon suspicion against his 
opponents ® It was the old contrast between the Irish agrarian 
revolutionary and the intelhgent section of the working classes 
of the metropolis. O’Connor had learned nothing from the 
tragic events of the latter half of 1839, He was again full of 
boasting and threats of the invincible might and revolutionary 
power of the Chartists. A month after his crossing swords 
with Hethenngton, O'Connor addressed the Irish landlords as 
follows . 

Well organised as we are, yet all hope failing of such imme- 
diate soaal change as we look for, we shall be left no alternative 
by your refusal but to experimentalise upon your properties. 
My Lords and Gentlemen I We can rob you all in less than six 
weeks, though you had the Court, the Lords, and the Commons 
with you, and having done so, you would be thrown into revolu- 
tion with the fundholder, the parson, and the usurer.” 

O'Connor tried to convince the Irish landlords in this manner 

1 Northern Star, April 3, 1841. * Ibtd , April 10 and 17. 

* Ibtd,, May and June, 1841. 
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that it would be more sensible and more advantageous for them 
to nationalise their land or to lease it to small holders.^ 

Holding these opinions, he could only regard Lovett’s plan 
as an act of treachery and cowardice.® 

3. — ^ELECTORAL POLICY 

In 1841 the question of electoral policy became the order of 
the day for the Chartists. Among the middle classes there was 
a distinct and growing tendency to make overtures to the 
Chartists, and, on the other hand, among the Chartists there 
was an undercurrent in favour of an alliance with the Radical 
elements of the middle classes, in order to work together for the 
cause of universal suffrage. Among the Liberals the desire to 
come into touch with the labour movement was fostered by the 
courageous sacrifices of the Chartists, the speeches of the perse- 
cuted workers in their defence, the great extent of the agitation 
in favour of the old ideals of Radicalism, no less than by the 
forbidding attitude of the government to all further electoral 
reform and its obstinate and decided opposition to the Anti- 
Com-Law League, Since 1836 the people had shown that 
they craved for political activity and were keenly interested in 
parliamentary action, and they had created pohtical organisa- 
tions in order to obtain the Charter Why should the Liberals 
keep aloof from a movement of this kind, which strove for civil 
rights and constitutional hberties > The movement, to be sure, 
still displayed considerable immaturity, but the Liberals ascnbed 
this to such adventurers as O’Connor, Taylor, etc. A tendency 
to meet this desire halfway was exhibited by some of the Chartist 
leaders, such as Lovett, and somew^hat later on by O’Brien 
The failure of the National Petition, the persecutions and excesses 
of 1839 and 1840, induced the Chartists to proceed more wanly 
with the work, and to induce the intellectuals of the middle 
classes to support the Charter. This question had been mooted 
even in the General Convention (183^), and an appeal was issued 

^ Northeyn Star^ July 10, 1841. 

• Ihtd., March 28, 1840 , July 17, 1841 ; cp also Thomas Frost, 
Forty Years* Recollections, 1880, p. 173 and sqq. 
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to the intellectuals and the Radicals to declare in favour of the 
Charter.^ In 1841 this idea came to life again, but there were 
few who had the courage to state the question openly and clearly 
for discussion. They were afraid of the people and they were 
afraid of O’Connor. For years the people had been warned 
against the middle classes. For years it had been drummed into 
their ears that the middle classes were their real enemies. How 
could anyone give the advice now to the people to enter into 
alliance with the middle classes ^ Would they not regard such 
counsels as treachery ? The people hated the Whigs ^ '' the 
vile, bloody Whigs,” as the Northern Star called them And 
were the Liberals any different from the Whigs ^ Better an open 
enemy than a false and treacherous fnend ! Better a Tory than 
a Whig ! This was the view of the masses and this was O’Connor’s 
mode of reasoning. But when it was a question of working in 
parliament for a Chartist petition, to whom did the Chartists 
address themselves ? To the Liberals And who voted for the 
petition ? The Liberals. And who were subsequently opposed 
by O’Connor and the Northern Star ^ The Liberals. 

It was only the leaders of the London working men who held 
a different opinion. " Unfortunately, the Chartists,” said 
Hetherington in a public meeting, "" have always most violently 
opposed those who approached nearest to them.” ^ 

In the midst of all these questions which cropped up the 
Liberals called a meeting at Leeds in order to amve at an under- 
standing with the Chartists. The following speakers were 
aimounced: Roebuck, Colonel Perronet Thompson, Sharman 
Crawford, Joseph Hume and Daniel O’Connell — all Radical 
members of Parhament who had co-operated in the production 
of the People’s Charter. The meeting took place on January 21, 
1841. Hume moved the following resolution — 

“ That the great experiment made by means of the Reform 
Bill to improve the conditions of the country has failed to 
attain the end desired by the people, and a further reform having 
therefore become necessary, it is the opinion of this meeting that 
the united efforts of all reformers ought to be directed to obtain 
* Charter, July 21, 1S39. • Northern Star, January 28, 1843. 
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such a further enlargement of the franchise as should make the 
interests of the representatives identical with those of the whole 
country, and by this means secure a ]ust government for all 
classes of the people.” 

The resolution was couched m general terms, for its object was 
to promote a coalition. The Radicals who had been announced 
to speak expressed themselves unreservedly in favour of Universal 
Suffrage. The Chartists who spoke comprised Moir from Glasgow, 
Collins and the Christian Chartist O’Neil from Birmingham, 
and Lowery from Newcastle. The resolution was earned unani- 
mously and then found its way into the great wastepaper 
basket, where the majority of resolutions passed at meetings 
find their grave Three months after this meeting a parliamen- 
tary by-election took place at Nottingham. Mr. Walter, the editor 
of the Times, was the Conservative candidate, a certain Larpent 
stood as the government candidate. The Chartists had a 
number of votes at their disposal in this constituency and threw 
themselves heart and soul into the election contest, working for 
Walter, who was returned by a majority of 278 votes on April 27. 
It was never known whether it was the Chartist votes that 
turned the scales, but it caused a great sensation ' The Chartists 
as allies of the Tories 1 The Chartists a factor in elections ! ” 

This event gave the Chartists a real and living interest in 
discussions of electoral policy, which became all the keener since 
a dissolution of parliament could not be postponed longer 
The Whigs had been at the helm since 1830, but from 1837 they 
had had no solid majority. The discontent in the country was 
frequently attributed to the Whigs Fresh elections and a 
change of government were therefore imminent, 

The Conservative leader, Sir Robert Peel, made use of this 
feehng, and on June 5, 1841, he moved a vote of censure on the 
government in order to force them to resign. His pohey was 
successful, and the Whigs threw down the reins of government 

Before this resignation had taken effect a conference was held 
in London of twelve Chartist delegates to present a petition to 
parliament in favour of the liberation of the Chartist prisoners, 
McDouall was the leading spirit of this conference, which sat 
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from May 3 to 28, in order to canvass members of parliament in 
favour of the petition. The petition contained 1,348,848 signa- 
tures and was as comprehensive as its predecessor of July, 1839. 
According to all appearances, the conference also set itself the 
task of dehberatmg and deciding on electoral policy, for on 
May 15 it published an address to the Chartists, in which the 
delegates violently attacked the Whigs and recommended the 
following lines of action * — 

" It is better at times to submit to a real despotism than to a 
government of perfidious, treacherous, and pretended friends. 
We are natural enemies to Whiggism and Toryism, but being 
unable to destroy both factions, we advise you to destroy the 
one faction by making a tool of the other. We advise you to 
upset the ministerial candidates on eveiy occasion, to doubt 
their professions and disbelieve their hustings' promises. They 
even propose what they term a large extension of the suffrage. 
Be pot deluded again— stand by your Charter, accept nothing 
less, and like the stem and independent Romans, rather bring 
your enemies under a despotism than be deluded with their 
treacherous professions . . . elect Chartists, or upset a 
ministenal hack.'^' 

On May 27 the consideration of the Chartist petition was 
placed on the order of the day in the House of Commons. This 
extremely comprehensive document was carried into parliament 
by eighteen working men, and Thomas Slingby Duncombe, a 
Radical member, introduced it in a long speech and recom- 
mended it to the favourable consideration of the House. The 
attendance at the House was not nearly so great as on the occasion 
of the discussion of the National Petition in July, 1839, Never- 
theless there was a debate, in which ministerialists spoke in favour 
of the petition. The vote was taken at the close of the debate . 58 
ministerialists voted for the adoption of the petition, and 58 Conser- 
vatives voted against it, whereupon the Speaker gave his casting 
vote against its adoption. The petition was therefore rejected.® 

^ Northern Star, May 22, 1841. 

* Hansard’s ^Parliamentary Debates, third series, Vol. 58, 1841, 
pp. 740-^5^- 
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This want of success was followed by the return of the delegates 
to their districts in order to take part in the election contests, 
which were fought in July and August, 1841. 

The election policy of the Chartists lacked uniformity, in spite 
of the decision that had been laid down for their guidance at 
elections The Northern Star and O’Connor were indeed in 
complete agreement with the resolution of the conference, but 
they lacked the courage to tell the Chartists in unequivocal 
terms that they were to work and vote for the Tories. 

Under the heading Dissolution of Parliament/’ the Northern 
Star of June 12, 1841, printed two leading articles. The first 
asked : — 

What’s to be done ? The answer is clear. Let the great 
principle of universal suffrage be practically asserted. How ^ 
In every city and borough let the people select their own men, 
qualified to sit, making the following the test of their principles 
(i) The Charter ; (2) Immediate liberation of all Chartist prisoners 
and restoration of Chartist exiles to their homes , (3) Repeal of 
the English Poor Law ; (4) Ten hours’ work and a complete 
reform of the child-sla3nng factory system , (5) Annihilation of 
rural police and the placing of town and borough police under 
the control of the inhabitants ; (6) Repeal of all laws fettering 
the press. Chartists ! The man who will vote for and do his 
utmost to accomplish the foregoing list of reforms — he is your 
man. Wherever by splitting with the Tories you can return 
your man, do so. Wherever by splitting with the Whigs you 
can return your man, do so. But where you cannot find a 
qualified man to start as your candidate, or where, owing 
to poverty, you dare not risk the expenses of a contest, 
then have your candidates, elect them by show of hands 
This costs nothing Select among you the honest and best 
talented. Let integrity be the first qualification, ability the 
second ” 

Then follows a second leader, which is a complete contradiction 
of the first. It is exclusively directed against the Wings, whose 
defeat was regarded as the supreme duty of the Charfists. The 
main object was no longer the Charter, nor the struggle for 

IH 
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Chartist principles , it was to fight against the ministerial 
candidates — against the Whigs and for the Tones * 

'' Whetevex we cannot contest an election with our own 
resources, let us do our best to secure a defeat of the Whigs/' 
And since the Chartists were not strong enough in any single 
constituency to achieve success at the polls by their own efforts, 
O'Connor's advice practically amounted to the recommendation 
that the Chartists should give their votes and assistance to the 
Tories. 

In addition to the foregoing electioneering advice, there were 
still other recommendations in the Chartist movement, viz , those 
of the London labour leaders and of O'Brien 
The views of the London labour-leaders on election policy 
were at the opposite pole to O'Connor's. They recommended the 
Chartists to support those Radicals and Liberals who pledged 
themselves to vote in parhament for the Charter and against all 
reactionary measures. In the opinion of the London men, the 
Chartists could not reckon upon running their own candidates. 
It would therefore be the best plan to work or to vote for those 
Radical and Liberal candidates who had supported the Chartist 
petitions and who had declaored in favour of popular freedom on 
other occasions. 

The third line of policy was advocated by O’Brien and his 
adherents. Their opinion was somewhat to the following 
effect : — 

We have nothing to expect either from the Tones or the 
Whigs. The Tories are reactionary, out and out, and hate 
everything that is democratic. Their impending victory will 
chiefly be due to the circumstance that " public opinion '' 
expects the Tories to persecute Chartism more ruthlessly and to 
stamp it out — that is to say, to accomphsh what the Whigs were 
unable to accomplish. It is therefore impossible for Chartists 
to help the Tories to gain their \uctory. The recommendation 
by the conference and by O'Connor is therefore wrong. On 
the other hand, we cannot follow the policy of the London leaders, 
for Chartism has nothing to expect from the middle classes, 
since the interests of both are diametrically opposed. We must 
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therefore make use of the elections mainly as a means for 
agitation. And the English methods of election lend themselves 
to this purpose m a high degree We have nominations and 
polling. Every British inhabitant can take part in the nomina- 
tions The Chartists can therefore put up their own candidates, 
who will appear on the hustings with those of the other parties 
on the appointed days of nomination ; they will deliver their 
election addresses and will call upon the people to vote for them 
by a show of hands. There is no doubt that the people will vote 
on nomination days for Chartist candidates and will declare their 
intention of wishing to be represented in parhament exclusively 
by Chartists When the voting by show of hands has come to 
an end and the Chartist candidate is elected, then the people 
must adopt a strongly worded resolution declaring that the 
candidates they have elected are the only representatives they 
will recognise, and when this is done they must instantly leave 
the hustings. The people do not, as a rule, participate in the 
polling, which takes place a few days later. But if the Chartists 
have a number of votes in many towns, which could turn the 
balance between Tory and Whig, then the Chartists may negotiate 
with either the Tories or the Whigs, for there is absolutely no 
difference between the two parties. If one of these parties declared 
itself prepared to support some of the Chartist candidates at the 
polls, and to ensure their return, then the Chartist voters may act 
in reciprocity by bestowing their votes upon them. The result 
of this policy will be twofold , in the first place it will teach the 
working classes always and at all times to vote for their own 
candidates and to remain stnctly in opposition to both Whig 
and Tory, for even when a Chartist votes for candidates prepared 
to compromise he is indirectly voting for his own representatives 
In the second place the difference between the results of the 
nominations and of the polling wiU reveal the glanng wrong 
under which the British people is suffering , they will show that 
the people are practically not represented. 

O’Brien was also of opinion that the actual representa- 
tives of the people elected by nomination should form the 
National Council of the unrepresented people until the (}issol\i- 
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tion of parliament. O'Connor's election policy was pro-Tory , 
that of the London leaders was pro-Liberal. O'Brien's was the 
policy of a relentless class war by a proletariate that was 
absolutely unable to convert its votes into political power. 

These views on election policy brought O’Brien into collision 
with his leader, O'Connor. The opposition soon developed into 
enmity, for O’Brien did not mince matters, but plainly and 
openly declared that O’Connor must be either mad or dishonest.^ 
O’Connor’s policy was, however, neither insane nor dishonest, 
but it was the logical consequence of a policy calculated on a 
quick, external success. O’Connor above all dealt only with 
parties engaged in parliamentary intrigues, and impelled by a 
craving for of&ces, honours, and highly paid posts He neither 
knew nor appreciated the economic meaning of the social classes 
of which parties are the pohtical expression. Thinking in this 
manner O’Connor believed that the position of the Chartists 
must remain a bad one so long as the Whigs were at the helm of 
the State — ^the fact of their being a governing party caused them 
to be averse from sweeping reforms. And since the Tones were 
in any case reactionary, it was obvious that the Chartists were 
opposed by a single reactionary and powerful body. But if the 
Whigs were beaten, they would then form the opposition and 
would adopt the language of hberty in order to return as soon as 
possible to the manger of government. The Whigs as the party 
of opposition would make advances to the Chartists and work in 
parliament m favour of their demands 
It was an easy task for O’Brien to dispose of these superficial 
views of parliamentary action , in view of the fact that the 
Chartist agitation aimed^ at obtaining political power for the 
working classes as a means to a revolution of the rights of 
property in the interests of labour, it would be madness to allow 
Chartism to be deviated from its course by the game of intrigue 
between Tory and Whig and to wish to model the election policy 
of the productive classes upon it, O’Connor, in approving of a 
policy of this nature, was sacrificing principle to an illusory 
expediency. 


^ Northern Star, June 19, 1841. 
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O'Brien at the same time adversely criticised the policy of 
the London leaders, the '' knowledge-mongers," who were 
included in the Radicals and Liberals. 

All these controversies were written in the prisons where both 
leaders were immured. 

In spite of O'Brien's mental superiority, the people adopted 
O'Connor's views. Their hatred for the Whigs was incom- 
parably fiercer than for the Tories The people had no longer 
any recollection of the acts of the Tories from 1812 to 1819, of 
the wholesale executions of January, 1813, the system of espionage 
and the manufactured insurrections of 1817, or of Peterloo and 
the Six Acts. They only knew that the Whigs had thrown the 
Chartist leaders into prison, had passed the new Poor Law and 
the treacherous Reform BiU. They did not take into account 
the events of the years 1838, 1839, and 1840, when half the 
working class had armed itself with muskets, pikes, and grenades, 
when the labour leaders incited the people to violent upheavals, 
and drew up plans and projects for insurrections, without the 
Whigs carrying out a single sentence of death. We may take 
it as a rule that social revolutionary movements hate the 
Liberals more fiercely than the Conservatives. An oppressed 
people demanding nghts expects d fnon more from Liberals 
than from Conservatives — Liberalism is so deeply permeated 
with abstract ideas of freedom that such expectations are 
naturally raised. But since the point of view of an oppressed 
class is social, and its aims are economic, while Liberalism deals, 
or dealt during the last century, mainly with constitutional 
changes and political freedom, it is inevitable that Liberals, 
when returned to power, should disappoint these expectations 
of the people. Fanned by the flames of disappointment, the 
opposition of the people to Liberalism in power is transformed 
into bitter hatred, which for a time darkens coxmsel and prevents 
clear thinking. The Liberals appear not only in the light of 
enemies, but also of traitors and cowards, who must be chastised 
and destroyed at all costs. Better an open enemy than a false 
friend 1 Better a Tory than a Liberal 1 

O'Connor was further influenced by an idea, which was not 
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in the mmds of the people. O'Connor, who considered land to 
be the only true source of life, and in his revolutionary moments 
dreamed of the forcible expropriation of the landlords, mereh" 
regarded the Liberals as a buffer party standing between the 
people and the landowners, and therefore acting as a hindrance 
to a straight fight. His plan therefore was to destroy this buffer 
party so as to clear the battlefield between the two opposing 
armies of the robbers and the robbed. He considered the whole 
policy of the Whigs and Liberals to be to distract the Chartist 
army from marching straight to the field of battle. 

During the election campaign of July and August, 1841, which 
returned the Tories to parliament with a considerable majority, 
the Chartists selected candidates at many places, but mostly 
for nomination purposes. In these cases the people voted every- 
where by show of hands for the Chartist candidates, excepting 
at Leeds, the seat of the Northern Star, where both the Chartist 
candidates, Leach and Wilhams, were rejected by the people. 
There can be absolutely no doubt that if the people had possessed 
the franchise at that period they would have returned about a 
hundred Chartists to parhament as the representatives of the 
people. It was a matter of course for the operative of that 
time to r^ard the Chartist as his representative It was 
quite different in the case of those elections at which the 
Chartist candidates went to the polls, that is to say, 
when they showed a real intention of becoming members of 
parliament. Such elections took place at Banbury, where 
Vincent stood as a candidate, at Nottingham, where M'DouaU 
was a candidate in coalition with the Tones, at Marylebone and 
at Bnghton. The number of votes cast for the four Chartist 
leaders at the polls was quite insignificant. The result of 
O'Connor's election policy was that the Chartists were accused 
of having allied themselves with the deadliest enemies of freedom. 
It was at this time, as already mentioned, that the breach 
occurred between O’Connor and O’Bnen, which burst into open 
hostility in the early part of 1842, and exercised a baleful influence 
upon Chartism. It sowed mistrust and suspicion and discord, 
and it left the leadership of the Chartist masses exclusively in 
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O’Connor s hands. Lovett and O’Brien were cleared out of the 
way , and tliey were the only men who could act as a counter- 
poise to O’Connor at conferences or could carry any weight with 
the people. Soon small cliques began to form among the 
Chartists, gathering round the wrangling leaders and poisoning 
party life by mischief-making, by the publication of private 
conversations and all manner of tittle-tattle.^ 

In August, O’Connor, O’Brien, and other prisoners were set at 
hberty, having served their sentences. The Chartists sent no 
less than 56 delegates to York to congratulate O’Connor on his 
release from prison. A triumphal car was specially bruit for 
this occasion, and O’Connor received — ^at his request — a suit of 
fustian, m order to sjmibolise his equahty with the factory 
hands. The song, " The Lion of Freedom,” resounded 
wherever the great leader showed his face. The meetings held 
by the liberated leaders throughout the country, as well as the 
defeat of the Whigs in the parliamentary elections, raised the 
enthusiasm of the people to its highest pitch in the later months 
of 1841 and the early months of 1842. The N.C.A. flourished 
as never before or smce, yet the number of its enrolled members 
did not exceed 40,000, but Chartism possessed the unbounded 
trust of the labounng masses and of many trade unions.* 
There were hundreds of thousands of Chartists who refused to 
join the N C A., either because they regarded the organisation 
as illegal or because they felt no confidence in its leaders. 

4 — CHARTISTS AND RADICALS 

The questions of election policy to which the parliamentary 
elections of July and August, 1841, had given rise became even 
more acute in 1842. From the autumn of 1841 a serious indus- 
trial crisis prevailed in Great Britain, severely aSecting a 
large part of the middle classes. The distress increased, and the 
fear became universal that the year 1842 might be marked by a 
social catastrophe. Nothing could be expected from parlia- 

‘ Northern Star, May 14 (Report of the Conventioii of May 3), 
1842 

» Northern Star, February 1842. 
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ment When even the Whigs had destroyed all hope of legisla- 
tion for restoring trade and industry to a healthy condition, how 
could any industrial remedy be expected fiom the Tories ^ The 
universal distress turned the thoughts of the educated middle 
class in favour of reform. Counsels of despair were intermingled 
with a friendly feeling towards reform. Surely nothing could be 
worse than the present condition; if universal suffrage were 
granted, things might indeed be much better, for the Chartist 
agitation, which had contributed so much to fostering enmity 
between the working and the middle classes, would have attained 
its object. Besides, whenever the econonoic catastrophe 
arrived it would be met by a certain degree of understanding 
between the working and the middle classes, which would 
facihtate the inauguration of reforms with a view to the revival 
of industry. 

Joseph Sturge, of Birmingham, the universally respected friend 
of humanity, stood at the head of this movement for parlia- 
mentary reform. He was also a member of the Anti-Corn Law 
League, and at the same time worked for universal suffrage. 
The project of effectmg a reconcihation between the working 
and the middle classes lay very near his heart. He attempted 
to convince his friends that a class parliament is at the root 
of most soaal ills and that there was no possibihty of any 
legislation in the direction of justice and happiness so long as 
the working class was denied the franchise, and thereby the 
capacity of transforming parliament into a truly national 
parliament. Sturge and those of his friends who held the same 
views founded for this purpose in the latter half of 1841 
the weekly paper. Nonconformist, in which democratic principles 
were advocated. This group of thinkers comprised, amongst 
others, John Bright, who, in conjunction with Cobden, was about 
to play such an important part in the agitation for free trade ; 
another leading member of it was the Rev. Thomas Spencer, 
a progressive theologian and educationist, who regarded the 
Christian Church as an organic growth, and therefore needing 
reformation from time to time, an adaptation to external 
environment. His nephew was Herbert Spencer, the philosopher 
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ol evolution, who made his political d&but in a series of articles 
that appeared in the Nonconformist of August and September, 

1841. 

In the second week of February, 1842, Sturge convened a 
public meeting in London, in order to initiate a discussion on 
universal suffrage between the leading Chartists and Radicals 
William Lovett accepted the invitation, and spoke in 
favour of the People’s Charter and the abolition of the corn 
taxes. He explained to the Radicals how the suspicion had_ 
ansen among the Chartists that the Anti-Corn Law agitation 
was hostile to them, and expressed the opinion that the free 
traders could easily clear themselves from this suspicion by 
declaring imreservedly for the Charter.^ m 

The discord in the Chartist ranks rendered Sturge’s plan 
inestimable service Many Chartists rallied round him so that 
a conference could be held in Birmingham from April 5 to 8, 

1842, in which 103 delegates took part. Sturge, Bright, Spencer, 

Lovett, Collins, O'Brien, Vincent, J. R Richardson and many 
otlier leaders appeared and discussed the question of founding 
an organisation to promote the six points of the People’s Charter. 
All the delegates were united on the principles of the reform, and 
resolved to call another conference for the purpose of arriving at 
an understanding on the details of these principles. Among 
the Chartist delegates there were five from Bradford, who re- 
garded the conference itself as an act of treachery directed 
against the working class, and as an attempt to weaken or 
obliterate the class war, and they sent secret reports to O’Connor 
against O’Brien. As soon as the conference decided to found an 
organisation, entitled the “ National Complete Suffrage Union ” 
(N.C.S.U.), the Bradford delegates were absolutely convinced of 
the correctness of their deductions and stigmatised O’Bnen as a 
traitor O’Connor and the Northern Star now possessed the 
material to hold up Lovett and O’Bnen to the contempt of the 
people.^ The N.C S.U. appeared to them to be an organisation 
founded with the express intention of destro3nng the National 
Chartist Association, although Sturge had expressly stated that 
‘ Nonconformist, February 16, 1842. * Northern Star, April 9, 1842. 
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the Chartists were not to give up their own organisations, since 
the N.CS.U. had only been founded for those who could not 
join the Chartist organisations O'Connor reprinted in the 
Northern Star an article from the Poor Man's Gmardtan directed 
against the middle classes, in order to demonstrate O'Brien's 
treachery m black and white. 

The accused man was unable to reply to the attack before 
July, when he became editor of the BrtUsh Statesman in London. 
His answer was as follows — 

“ . . . Many of you looking back to our language in the 
Poor Man's Guardian and other publications of ours are apt to 
suspect that we have to some extent deserted your interests, 
because we do not come out in the Statesman with the same 
withering denunciations of the middle classes which formerly 
characterised our wnting Do not, good fnends, judge us after 
this fashion. Judge us not by the epithets we use but by the 
principles we advocate, and by the tendency of our policy to 
promote your interests at a time of difficulties and dangers un- 
exampled m our history.^ The language which serv^ed you so 
effectually in 1834-1837 could not serve you now. ... It 
was then necessary to rouse you, as with a ratthng peal of 
thunder. The case is widely different now. You are wide 
awake ; you need no rousing now. The danger now is, not that 
you win not move, but that you will move too fast before your 
friends have been able to detach some of your enemy's forces 
from him and to make them either neutral or auxiliary to you in 
the coming conflict. In 1834 the middle classes treated us 
with scorn ; now vast numbers of them not only recognise us as 
an int^al part of the body politic, but they have actually paid 
court to us. Never mind the motives of this Never mind 
whether they act thus from policy or pnnciple Our business is 
to deal with them as we find them — to accept their advance and 
proffered aid in a frank and fnendly spirit, to reciprocate such 
acts by every means at our disposal that involve no compromise 
of principle, and above all not to commit the suicidal folly of 

^ O'Bnen seemed to have had a presentiment that an msurrection 
was being plotted in Lancashire, and it actually broke out in 1842, 
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confounding the honest portion of them, who would give us our 
lights, with the selfish knaves who would not— by involving the 
whole class in one indiscnminate cloud of abuse. Working men ! 
We appeal to your reason whether this be not an honest as well 
as a sound policy, and whether we are not justified in using a 
different language towards the middle classes now from what 
we used five, or even one year ago, when they were in open arms 
against us ? ^ 

We shall soon see what O’Brien meant by speaking of the 
coming crisis and of impending dangers. In the meantime we 
will continue the account of the activity of the N.C.S.U. This 
activity was so successful that even O’Connor adopted a friendly 
attitude towards it and supported Sturge. In August, 1842, a 
parliamentary by-election took place in Nottingham, where 
Sturge was the candidate of the Radicals and Walter (publisher 
of the Times) was the Conservative candidate O’Connor and 
the best Chartist speakers now came to Nottingham to work for 
Sturge and against Walter. Only J. R Stephens, whom 
O’Connor now dubbed " the renegade parson," spoke in favour 
of Walter. The latter was elected by a majority of 84 votes. 
He received 1,085 votes against 1,001 cast for Sturge. 

At the same time the Chartists resolved to send delegates to 
the conference of the N.C.S.U. that was to be held in December. 
The conference sat from December 27 to 29, 1842. More than 
300 delegates were present, and O’Connor was among their 
number. The chief debate turned on the following point : the 
committee of the N.C.S.U. had drafted a Bill containmg the six 
paints and moved for this draft to form the basis of discussion. 
The words Charter and Chartism were so repugnant to the 
middle classes that, although they were ready to declare for 
universal suffrage, they would have kept aloof from the agitation 
if they had been expected to declare for the Charter. The 
committee was 'of opinion that it would be all the same to the 
people whatever the name might be under which it accepted 
universal suffrage and the other demands ; the main point was 
that It accepted them. 

' BriHsh Statesman, July, 9, 1842. 
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Lovett, who belonged to the committee, had no idea, up to 
the moment of the meeting of the conference, that a Bill of this 
kind was going to be prepared , indeed, he was, on the contrary, 
under the impression that the People's Charter would form the 
basis of discussion After the spokesman of the1:ommittee had 
made his proposal and moved the resolution, O'Connor and 
Lovett both rose and asked permission to speak Although 
O’Connor had been the first to rise, he gave way to Lovett, who 
stated : 

I rise with considerable pain and anxiety to impress on the 
spokesman of the committee the necessity of withdrawing a few 
words of his resolution and substituting a few others. The 
words to be withdrawn are ‘ that the Bill to be presented by the 
N.C S.U to be the basis of the discussion,' and to substitute 
' that the document entitled the People’s Charter be taken as 
the basis of discussion/ " (Loud and prolonged cheering) . '' Im- 
pressed with the conviction that the present object of the N C S U. 
was to effect, if possible, a cordial union between the middle and 
working classes, and not merely to conciliate one and neglect the 
other, I have joined the union. . . . The N.C.S U. will never 
succeed in reconcihng the working and middle classes if it is 
ashamed of the Charter. The people have made great sacrifices 
for the Charter ; in order to secure its enactment vast numbers 
of our countrymen have suffered imprisonment and transporta- 
tion* I admit that the noisy agitation connected with the 
Charter has created a considerable degree of prejudice m the 
minds of the middle classes against the Charter. But after 
all, it is prejudice If the middle classes are not strong enough 
to give up such prejudices, how can they be in the position of 
declanng m favour of universal suffrage ? Therefore I ask 
the committee to withdraw those words in the resolution. If 
this is not done, then I fear that the conference will lead to 
nothing." 

The dispute between the Chartists and the leaders of the 
N.C.S U. did not in any degree turn upon a question of words. 
Men of the standing of Lovett, Spencer, or Sturge do not quarrel 
about mere formalities. The real reason lay deeper still. The 
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People’s Charter was not only the programme of the agitation for 
the five years since its publication, but it had become the symbol 
of social reform or revolution , it was bound up with the hopes, 
the ideas, and the social, plans of the working class. To change it 
for another bit of paper would be to tear part of the soul out of 
the hearts of the people, or to change social democracy into mere 
political democracy. 

O’Connor spoke after Lovett — 

'' I do not regret my act of courtesy towards Mr. Lovett. I 
have never been more pleased in my life than to give way to Mr. 
Lovett, and never have I been better repaid than in hstening to 
the admirable explanation he has given. It had been my 
intention to contrast the merits of the small Bill with the dements 
of the large Bill. Those clauses which are valuable have been 
taken from the Charter, and those which are useless are at the 
same time injurious. I know that the so-called physical force 
stigma IS attached to the Charter But whose fault is it that the 
workmen use their rough and rude way in asking for their rights ? 
It is the fault of those who have kept the workmen in ignorance 
and who degraded them, ... I don’t lead ; I am driven by 
the people. The people gave the lead to the agitation and we 
followed. It was a great consolation for me to find myself upon 
the platform of the Charter together with Mr. Lovett. I think 
the quarrels between us two have been due to the intermeddling 
of third parties, and I don’t hesitate to express to Mr. Lovett my 
deep sorrow that I have ever mistaken his honesty and integnty. 
What was for me a task was for Mr. Lovett a duty, and I am glad 
that Mr. Lovett has availed himself of the opportunity of vindi- 
cating the principles and leaving me to follow him. For my 
part, I shall adhere to the course I have hitherto followed, and I 
would rather be a simple soldier in the battle for pnnciple than 
a leader of an army in a battle for expediency.” 

Since neither the committee of the N C S U. nor the Chartists 
could agree to a compromise, a vote was taken on the resolution 
and the amendment. Lovett’s amendment obtained 193 votes, 
whilst the resolution of the committee obtained only 94 votes. 
This result implied a breach. The conference was practically 
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at an end, and the N C,S.U. had received a fatal blow There 
was no reconciliation even between the Chartist leaders, for 
Lovett did not beheve in O’Connor's sincerity^ 

5. — ^THE SECOND NATIONAL PETITION 

From April 12 to May 12, 1842, 23 Chartist delegates assembled 
in a convention at London, in order to arrange for and to super- 
vise the introduction of the second national petition in favour 
of the Charter. It was signed by not less than 3,315,752 
working men. London and suburbs contributed 200,000 
signatures, Manchester 99,680, Newcastle 92,000, Bradford 
45,100, Glasgow and Lanarkshire 78,062, Birmingham 43,000, 
Leeds 41,000, Norwich 21,560, Rochdale 19,600, Preston 24,000, 
Oldham 15,000, Bolton 18,500, Ashton 14,200, Leicester 18,000, 
Huddersfield 23,180, Sheffield 27,200, Liverpool, 23,000, Staley- 
bndge 10,000, Stockport 14,000, Burnley 14,000, Brighton 
13,700, Merthyr Tydvil 13,900. There was not a single in- 
dustrial locality in aU Great Britain in which a large number of 
the working men were not adherents of Chartism. And the 
second national petition was much more revolutionary and more 
sharply expressed than the first. It ran as follows * — 

To the Honourable the Commons of Great Bntam and Ireland 
m Pajhament assembled. 

Government originated from and was designed to protect the 
freedom and promote the happiness of, and ought to be responsible 
to the whole people. The only authonty on which any body of 
men can make laws and govern society is delegation from the 
people. As government w^as designed for the benefit and protection 
of, and must be obeyed and supported by all, therefore all should 
be equally represented Any form of government which fails to 
effect the purposes for which it was designed, and does not fully 
and completely represent the whole people, who are compelled to 
pay taxes for its support and obey the lavs resolved upon by it, 
IS unconstitutional, tyramucal, and ought to be amended or resisted 
Your honourable House, as at present constituted, has not been 
elected by, and acts irresponsibly of the people , and hitherto has 
only represented parties, and benefited the few, regai'dless of 
misenes, gnevances, and petitions of the many. Your honourable 

* Cp, Thomas Cooper, Life, edition 1897, pp 221-226. 
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House has ^acted laws contrary to the expressed wishes of the 
people, and by unconstitutional means enforced obedience to them, 
hereby creating an unbearable despotism on the one hand and 
degrading slavery on the other . . . In proof of their assertion 
your pe^tiOM^^s instance that your honourable House has not been 
elected by the people, that the population of Great Britain and 
Imland is at present about 26 millions of persons, and yet out of 
this number ittk more than 900,000 have been permitted to vote 
m a recent electaon of representatives to make laws to govern the 
whole The existing state of representation is not only extremely 
limited and unjust, but unequally divided and gives preponderating 
influence to the landed and moneyed interests to the utter rum of 
the small tradmg and labourmg classes The borough of Guildford 
mm a population of 3,920 returns to parhament as many members 
as the Tower Hamlets with a population of 300,000 ; Evesham with 
a population of 3,998 elects as many representatives as Manchester 
with a population of 200,000. . . . These being but a few in- 
stances of the enormons inequahties existing in what is called the 
representation of the people. Bribery, intimidation, corruption 
perjury, and not prevail at all parliamentary elections to an extent 
best understood by the members of your honourable House. 

Your petitioners complain that they are enormously taxed to 
pay the interest of what is termed the national debt, a debt amount- 
ing at present to 800 millions sterlmg, being only a portion of the 
enormous amount expended in cruel and expensive wars for the 
®^PP^®®sion of all liberty, by men not authorised by the people 
and who consequently had no right to tax posterity for the outrages 
committed by them on mankind. And your petitioners loudly 
complain of the augmentation of that debt, after 26 years of almost 
uninterrupted peace and whilst poverty and discontent rage over 
the land. Taxation, both general and local, is at this time too 
enormous to be borne, and in the opinion of your petitioners is 
contrary to the Bill of Rights, where it is clearly expressed that no 
subject shall be compelled to contribute to any tax, tallage, or aid 
unless imposed by common consent in Parliament. 

In England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales thousands of people 
are d3nng from actual want ; and your petitioners, whilst sensible 
that poverty is the great exciting cause of crime, view with mmgled 
astonishment and alarm the ill provision made for the poor, the 
aged, and the infirm , and likewise perceive with feelings of indigna- 
tion, the determination of your honourable House to continue the 
Poor Law in operation, notwithstanding the many proofs which 
have been afforded by sad experience of the unconstitutional 
principle of the Bill, of its xuachnstian character and of the cruel and 
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murderous ejects produced upon the wages of working men and 
the lives of the subjects of this icalm 
** Your petitioners would direct the attention of your honourable 
House to the great disparity existing between the wages of the 
producmg millions % and the salaries of those whose comparative 
usefulness ought to be questioned, where riches and luxury prevail 
amongst the rulers and poverty and starvation amongst the ruled. 
With ail due respect and loyalty, your petitioners would compare 
the daily income of the Sovereign Majesty with that of thousands of 
working men of this nation ; and whilst your petitioners have 
learned that Her Majesty receives daily for private use the sum of 
£i64f 17s. lod., they have also ascertained that many thousands of 
famihes of the labourers are only in receipt of 3fd, per head per day. 
Your petitioners have also learned that His Royal Highness Prmce 
Albert receives each day the sum of £16^, while thousands have to 
exist on 3d a day. Your petitioners have also learned with astonish- 
ment that the I^ng of Hanover daily receives £^j los whilst thous- 
ands of the taxpayers of this country live upon afd per head per 
day Your petitioners have with pam and regret also learned that 
the Archbishop of Canterbury is daily m receipt of £^2 los per day, 
whilst thousands of the poor have to maintain their families upon 
an mcome not exceedmg 2d per day 

" Your petitioners know that it is the undoubted constitutional 
right of the people to meet freely, when, how, and where they 
choose, in public places, peaceably, m the day, to discuss their 
grievances, and political and other subjects, or for the purpose of 
framing, discussing, or passing any vote, petition, or remonstrance 
upcm any subject whatsoever. Your petitioners complain that the 
right has unconstitutionally been infringed, and 500 well-disposed 
persons have been arrdsted, excessive bail demanded, tried by 
packed juries, sentenced to imprisonment, and treated as felons of 
the worst description, An unconstitutional police is distributed all 
over the country, at enormous cost, to prevent the due exercise of 
the people's lights. And your petitioners are of opinion that the 
Poor Law bastilles and the police stations, being co-existent, have 
origmated from the same cause, viz , the increased desire on the 
part of the irresponsible few to oppress and starve the many A 
vast and unconstitutional army is upheld at the public expense for 
the purpose of repressing public opinion m the three kingdoms and 
likewise to intimidate the millions m the due exercise of those 
rights and privileges which ought to belong to them, 

" Your petitioners complain that the hours of labour, particularly 
of the factory workers, are protracted beyond the limits of human 
endurance, and that the wages earned, after unnatural application 
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to toil m healed and unhealthy workshops, are inadequate to 
sustain the bodily strength and to supply those comforts which are 
so imperative after an excessive waste of physical energy. Your 
petitioners also direct the attention of your honourable House to 
the starvation wages of the agricultural labourer, and view with 
horror and indignation the paltry income of those whose toil gives 
being to the staple food of the people Your petitioners deeply 
deplore the existence of any kind of monopoly in this nation, and 
whilst they unequivocally condemn the levying of any tax upon the 
necessaries of life and upon those articles principally required by 
the labouring classes, they are also sensible that the abolition of any 
monopoly will never unshackle labour from its misery until the people 
possess that power under which all monopoly and oppression must 
cease ; and your petitioners respectfully mention the existmg 
monopolies of the suffrage, of paper money, of machinery, of land, 
of the public press, of means of travelling and transit, of religious 
worship, and of a host of other evils too numerous to mention, all 
arising from class legislation, but which your honourable House has 
always endeavoured to increase instead of to diminish. 

“ From the numerous petitions presented to your honourable 
House we conclude that you are fully acquainted with the grievances 
of the working men ; and your petitioners pray that the rights and 
wrongs of labour may be considered with a view to the protection 
of the one and the removal of the other ; because your petitioners 
are of opinion that it is the worst species of legislation which leaves 
the grievances of society to be removed only by violence or revolu- 
tion, both of which may be apprehended if complamts are un- 
attended to and petitions despised. 

“ Your petitioners complain that upwards of nine millions per 
annum are unjustly abstracted from them to maintain a church 
establishment . . . and entreat you to contrast the deeds of 

the clergy with the conduct of the founder of the Christian religion, 
who denounced worshippers of Mammon and taught chanty, meek- 
ness, and brotherly love. 

" Your petitioners maintam that it is the inherent, indubitable 
and constitutional right, founded upon the ancient practice of the 
realm of England and suppoited by well-approved statutes, of every 
male inhabitant of the United Kingdom, he bemg of age, of sound 
mind and non-convict of crime, and not confined under any judicial 
process, to exercise the election franchise in the choice of members 
to serve in the Commons House of Parliament.^* 

The petition then enunciates the remaining five points of 
the Charter, and continues as follows : — 


' II 
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** Your petitioners complain of the many grievances borne by 
the people of Ireland, and contend that they are fully entitled to a 
repeal of the legislative union ^ 

“ Your petitioners beg to assure your honourable House that they 
cannot withm the limits of this petition set forth even a tithe of the 
many grievances of which they may justly complain ; but should 
your honourable House be pleased to grant your petitioners a hearing 
by representatives at the bar of your honourable House, your 
.petitioners will be enabled to unfold a tale of wrong and suffermg, 
of intolerable injustice, which will create utter astonishment in the 
minds of all benevolent and good men that the people of Great 
Britain and Ireland have so long qmetly endured their wretched 
condition, brought upon them, as it has been, by unjust exclusion 
from political authority and by the manifold corruptions of class 
legislation 

Exercising their constitutional right, your petitioners demand 
that your honourable House do remedy the many gross and manifest 
evils of which your petitioners complam, do immediately, without 
alteration, deduction or addition, pass mto law the document 
entitled the People's Charter." » 

On May 2, 1842, the petition was introduced by Thomas Dun- 
combe, who spoke at length on the following day in its support. 
The speaker gave a fairly good survey, not however altogether 
devoid of inaccuracies, concerning the origin and the progress of 
the Radical movement m England from the seventh decade of 
the eighteenth century. He outlined the activity displayed by 
Cartwright, the Duke of Richmond, the London Corresponding 
Sodety, and the Radicals from 1817 to 1819, and then went on 
to speak about the violent agitation connected with the Reform 
Bill. The dissatisfaction of the people with the Reform Bill 
and the legislation of the Reformed Parliament had led up to 
the Charter, and now more than three million working men were 
petitioning for its introduction Buncombe drew a vivid picture 
of the distress and desperate condition of the working class, and 
begged the House of Commons to allow the representatives of 
the petitioners to appear at the bar of the House and to present 
the case for the people by word of mouth. 

» The Scotch and London delegates protested against the inclusion 
in the petition of the demand for the repeal of the union 

* Hansard's Parhammtary Debates, 1842, voL 62, pp. 1376-1381. 



THE SECOND NATIONAL PETITION 


135 


Buncombe was of opinion that this request of the petitioners 
to be heard at the bar of the House was more practical and by 
far more important than their demand for the Charter to be 
discussed without delay and to be adopted without alteration, 

Speeches on the same lines as that by Buncombe were then 
delivered by the Radicals and free traders, Dr. Bowring, Fielden. 
Roebuck, Wakley, and Joseph Hume. Both the Conservatives 
and the Whigs spoke in opposition to Buncombe. The dis- 
cussion only produced two speeches worthy of notice ; both of 
these speeches proceeded from the Whigs from Thomas B. 
Macaulay and Lord John Russell. The former attacked the 
communism of the petition, the latter opposed its dependence 
on natural law, which he traversed from the utilitarian stand- 
point taken by Bentham. 

Macaulay stated * — 

I am opposed to universal suffrage. I believe universal 
suffrage would be fatal to all purposes for which government 
exists and for which aristocracies and all other things exist, 
and that it is utterly incompatible with the very existence of 
civilisation. I conceive that civilisation rests on the security of 
property. While property is insecure, it is not in the power of 
the finest soil, or of the moral and intellectual constitution of any 
country to prevent the country sinking into barbarism, while, 
on the other hand, so long as property is secure it is not possible 
to prevent a country advancing in prosperity. . . . There- 
fore, we can never, without absolute danger, entrust the supreme 
government of the country to any class, which would, to a moral 
certainty, be induced to commit great and systematic inroads 
against the security of property. The petition must be con- 
sidered as a sort of declaration of the intentions of the body, 
who, if the Charter is to become law, will become the sovereign 
body of the State — as a declaration of the intentions of those 
who would in that event return the majority of the representa- 
tives of the people to this House What is the petition directed 
against ? It is opposed to the national debt, monopoly in land, 
in machinery, and in the means of transit. - They find these to 
be the sources of the evils which must be stopped. What does 
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that mean ? It is an expression of opinion that a national 
bankruptcy would be just and politic, that landed property, 
machinery, means of transit, indeed the monopoly of property 
in general should cease to exist. Can it be anything but a 
sweeping confiscation of property which is contemplated ? . . . 
The petitioners ask for supreme power; in every constituent 
body throughout the empire capital and accumulated property 
is to be placed absolutely at the foot of labour. How is it 
possible to doubt what the result will be ? Such a confiscation 
of property and spoliation of the rich will produce misery, and 
niisery will intensify the desire for spoliation ; this will produce 
desperate struggles which will bring some strong military despot 
to the surface, who will give some secunty to the property that 
will remain. . . 

Macaulay’s argument is transparently clear. Private property 
was the basis of all civilisation and of all progress , to be sure it 
also included poverty, but this was a necessary evil, which was 
fully coimterbalanced by the blessings of civilisation. The aboli- 
tion of private property would considerably increase the evil, and 
destroy civihsation in the bargain , communism was misery plus 
barbarism, and that was the object of the petitioners who were 
trying to attain it by means of universal suffrage. How could 
any civilised and progressive politician be expected under these 
circumstances to vote in favour of universal suffrage ^ 

Lord John Russell opposed the petition by making use of 
another argument. He stated : — 

“ I am aware that it is a doctnne frequently urged, and I 
perceive dwelt upon in the petition, that every male of a certain 
age has a nght, absolute and inalienable, to elect a representative 
to take his place among the members in the Commons Hcmse of 
Parliament. I never could understand that indefeasible and 
inalienable nght It appears to me that that question, like every 
other in the practical application of politics, is to be settled by 
the institutions and the laws of the country of which the person 
IS a native I see no more right that a person 21 years of age 
has to elect a member of parliament than he has to be a jury- 
man or to exercise judicial functions, as the people used in some 
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of the republics of antiquity. These things, as it appears to 
me, are not matters of right , but if it be for the good of the 
people at large, if it be conducive to the right government of 
the State, if it tend to the maintenance of the freedom and 
welfare of the people that a certain number, defined and limited 
by a reference to a fixed standard of property, should have the 
right of electing members of parhament, and if it be disadvan- 
tageous to the community at large that suffrage should be 
universal, then I say that on such a subject the consideration of 
public good should prevail and that no inalienable nght can be 
quoted against that which the good of the whole demands. 
And as our society is very complicated and property very un- 
equally divided, it might come that a parhament issued from 
Universal Suffrage might destroy or shake those institutions which 
are of the utmost value in holding society together. . . ** 

Lord Russell’s argument is utilitarian in theory. But whilst 
Jeremy Bentham used the same theory in support of Universal 
Suffrage and of democracy in general. Lord RusseU, on the other 
hand, deduced from it the necessity for an oligarchy. The latter 
held the opinion that only the great patrician families possessed 
capacity for governing, and must therefore bold a dominant 
position in the State. For what was the use of equality if it was 
destructive of national power or the solidity of the State > 

Voting upon the petition then proceeded to take place, but 
it was not clear whether it dealt with Buncombe’s proposal to 
hear the Chartist leaders at the bar of the House or with the 
adoption or rejection in principle of the People’s Charter. To all 
appearance many members of parliament had the first of these 
requests m view, whilst others took the petition as a whole into 
consideration. The result was 287 Noes, 49 Ayes. The Radicals 
and free traders comprised the minority, and amongst them was 
Richard Cobden, who represented Stockport in parliament since 
the elections of 1841 ^ 

Feargus O’Connor, however, positively revelled in the enor- 
mous numbers of the signatories to the petition, whom he 
regarded as adherents of Chartism ready for action : 

^ Hansard’s Fathameniafy Debates, 1842. 
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“ We are 4,000,000, aye and more. Never lose sight of the 
fact that we are 4,000,000 and more How proud was I to call 
you 2,000,000 just twelve months ago, when the prison walls 
separated us, and how doubly proud must I now be to caU you 
4,800,000 I ” ^ 

This was Catilinanan blustering in the worst sense, and it 
boded in for the future. A leader of class warfare, who refuses 
to weigh the value of the number of his own forces as well as 
^hose that are opposmg him, is but a leader of lost causes. 

1 Northern Star, May 21, 1842. 
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I —ECONOMIC DISTRESS AND GENERAL STRIKE 

The month of August, 1842, will always be memorable in the 
annals of Chartism. It was the month in which the movement 
attained its zenith, it was the month of the general strike in the 
northern half of Great Britain and of the subordination of the 
trade unions to pohtical Chartism. The nation was nearing a 
social cataclysm The discontent and determination of the 
working class reached their highest point. Wages sank in spite 
of all trade unionist effort to keep them up to the level of 1839. 
The whole trade unionism appeared to the working, class to be 
Sisyphean labour. Chartist speakers were able at that time to 
declare, without fear of contradiction or disapproval, in pubhc 
meetings of trade unionists that economic action had proved 
utterly ineffective, and that the salvation of the people entirely 
depended on the passing of the Charter into law or on political 
power.^ The crisis, so the workers believed, had reached a climax 
which must precipitate the catastrophe, bringing redemption m 
its train. Unfavourable reports from the markets caused 
rejoicings among the working men, whose cry was : It is 
hastening the crisis 1 ^ 

No one ventured to question the descriptions of the distress, 
and the staggering revelations of the labour of children and 
women in the mines, which led to Lord Ashley^s Mines and 
Colliers Bill (1842), rendered any social palliation utterly im- 
possible. In the mind of many a student of social problems 
the harrowing thought arose that industriahsm itself might be a 

Northern Star, August 13, 1842 (leadmg article) 

* Hansard^s Parhameniary Debates, 1842, vol Ixm., p. 23 
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disease indicative of the dechne and faE of the nation.^ Even 
in commercial circles the opinion began to prevaE that “ manu- 
factures have faded to become a source of employment/' ^ The 
Spectator summed up the position in an article headed, “ More 
factories — ^more paupensm/' An anonymous book, entitled The 
Penk of the Nation (1843), deahng with the industrial condi- 
tions, which were supposed to polarise society into a handful 
of magnates and masses of factory slaves, made a deep impres- 
sion, particularly upon the leaders of the rehgious movements. 
And Gladstone, as vice-president of the Board of Trade, when 
speakings on the income-tax, frankly declared : '' It is one of 
the most melancholy features in the social state of this country 
that we see beyond the possibihty of demal that whEe there is 
at this moment a decrease m the consummg powers of the 
people, an mcrease of privation and distress of the labouring 
and operative classes, there is at the same time an enormous 
accumulation of wealth m the upper classes, a constant increase 
of capital/' ® FinaUy, the Anti-Corn Law agitators redoubled 
their activities and roused the people to the misenes brought 
about by the taxes on bread.'* A gloomy social atmosphere was 
created, which lasted for several years and in which Thomas 
Hood wrote The Song of the Shirt," Elizabeth Barrett Brown- 
ing " The Cry of the Chddren," Carlyle Past and Present, Dickens 
the Christmas books, Disraeli Sybil There were many who 
bekeved England to be on the brink of a social revolution, whilst 
others hoped for a moral regeneration through Christianity. 

In the midst of this general feehng of despair the hope of 
securing redemption by means of a general strike was once 
more revived Towards the end of July, 1842, the working men 
of Ashton, Stalybridge, and Hyde caEed meetings in order to 
deliberate on the state of affairs. Most of the speakers recom- 

1 Charles Bray, Introduction to Mary HenneU's Outline of Social 
Systems, 1844. 

® Northern Star, September 9, 1843. 

* Hansard’s Pari Debates, third senes, vol. Ixvi., February 14, 
1843, p. 480, and R B. Seeley, Penis of the Nation, p ix. 

* W, G Ward, Ideal of a Christian Church, 1844, pp. 27-30. Kingsh 
iey. Letters and Memories, vol i., p. 121. 
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pended a stoppage of work, first of all to prevent any further 
lowering of wages and then to raise wages again to the level of 
the year i839> On August 4 the operatives of Stalybridge 
joined the strike, and with cheers for the Charter, O'Connor, and 
the N Of them Star they marched to Ashton and caused their 
comrades to join the strike. Marching from place to place they 
stopped the work of the factories everywhere; the number of 
the workers on the march grew to form a huge procession, which 
on August 9 converged upon Manchester. Outside the town 
they were met by the soldiers commanded by Colonel Wemyss, 
the successor and friend of Sir Charles Napier. The troops were 
also accompanied by a magistrate entrusted with the task of 
reading the Riot Act in case of need. The procession entered 
Manchester after conversations had been held between Colonel 
Wemyss and the leaders of the demonstration, who assumed all 
responsibility for the maintenance of public peace. Here it 
broke up into groups, proceeding from factory to factory, in 
order to induce the operatives to take part in the strike. In 
most cases the operatives willingly joined the strike. Force 
and intimidation were hardly necessary in Manchester. From 
Manchester as a centre the strike radiated outwards in all 
directions, embracing Lancashire, Yorkshire, Warwickshire, 
Staffordshire, the Potteries, and extended into Wales. At the 

1 Richard Pillmg was the organiser of this strike movement. He was 
bom m 1800, the son of a handloom-weaver, and followed his father's 
trade. He took oart in the Peterloo demonstration and became a 
Radical from that time onward. The handloom was destroyed by 
the power loom. In 1833 Pilling entered the factory, which he hated 
from the bottom of his heart. He joined the ten-hour movement, 
read Cobbett, Sadler, and Oastler, became a trade umon agitator 
and Chartist, and lost his berth m consequence in 1840 In 1841 he 
obtained work at Ashton, where a successive drop in wages reduced 
the weekly earnings of an operative to the sum of 7s In 1842, 
when a further drop in wages was proposed, he organised strikes 
in Stalybridge and Ashton, which spread over the whole district 
and developed into a general strike In May, 1848, he became a 
member of the Chartist National Assembly which met in London 
On this occasion he related that in August, 1842, the strike fmds 
amounted altogether to only 20s. (Northern Star, May 13, 1848). 
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same time the Scotch miners went on stnke. Even in London 
nocturnal meetings were held by the Chartists in Lincoln's Inn 
Fields to prepare for the fight. In the second week of August 
Benbow's dream seemed to be coming true The boilers grew 
cold, furnaces were blown out, power looms ceased humming, 
mines were deserted, factory beUs were silent — every wheel stood 
still 

It was not everywhere, however, that the working men's 
holiday started so peacefully as at Manchester. In many dis- 
tricts men willing to work were dragged by force away from the 
workshops, the windows and doors of factories were smashed in, 
the plugs of boilers were unscrewed, and manufacturers who 
ofered resistance were overcome by physical force. On the 
whole, violence was the exception Plundenng, however, did 
not take place an5rwhere and no property was wantonly 
destroyed Starving operatives, in a state of civil war, poverty- 
stncken insurgents of the working class remained for a whole 
week in possession of the richest centre of the textile mdustry 
without laying hands on the smallest article of value. It was 
with expressions of admiration that the leading newspapers 
laid stress upon this circumstance.^ 

Conflicts between the stnkers and the soldiers occurred at 
Preston and Blackburn, where six workmen m all were killed 
and several woxmded. 

A few days after the commencement of the strike the question 
of wages passed into the background. The idea was mooted 
that the same exertion that was necessary for obtaining higher 
wages would be sufficient to secure the Charter. And when the 
Charter was won, the scale of wages would not only improve, but 
would be protected and secured, whilst a successful strike in the 
best of cases could only be of a temporary nature The worlcing 
men argued on the following lines Even supposing that we 
obtain an improvement in the scale of wages, what means are 
then at our disposal for retaining this improvement and secunng 

^ Morning Chronicle, Sep^mber 27, 1842 , Examiner, August 20, 
1842, which quotes the Times, the Manchester Times, etc., with 
reference to this point. 
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facilities for further action ? Our trade unions have failed us 
We have spent thousands of pounds for trade unionist purposes’ 
and yet wages continue to fall But if we obtain the Charter 
we shall be in possession of political power, with which we 
should be able to protect the fruits of our labour Why 
then should the general strike be restricted to the question 
of wages ? ” 

This was the opinion of the majority. To be sure, there were 
speakers at the meetings who opposed any mixing up of politics 
with the strike. The views of this minority were as follows 
“ So long as we restnct ourselves to the question of wages we 
shall possess the sympathy of many of the middle class and of 
all the fnends of labour. We need this sympathy, for we 
shall not be in a position to protract the strike owing to 
our lack of funds But if we make the Charter the mpin 
plank in our programme, we shall come into opposition with 
the Whigs and the Tones and all who are hostile to universal 
suffrage.” 

In the heat of the struggle the political and revolutionary idea 
gained the upper hand over the purely industrial view. 

On August II and 12 the delegates of the trades of Manchester 
met in the Carpenters’ Hall, and the following resolution was 
passed after a thorough review of the situation • — 

” The trades pledge themselves not to sanction any illegal 
proceedings. They deprecate the late and present conduct of 
the employers who are reducing wages and by these means 
deprive the labourer of the means of subsistence and destroy the 
home trade ; but at the same time we condemn all violence and 
destruction of property. We are also of opinion that until class 
legislation is entirely destroyed and the principle of united labour 
established, the labourer will not be in a position to enjoy the 
full fruit of his labours. It is the opinion of this meeting 
that the People’s Charters contain the elements of justice 
and prosperity, and we pledge ourselves never to rehn- 
quish our demands until that demand becomes the law of the 
land” * 

This resolution of the leaders of the trades at Manchester 
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allows of no misunderstanding, it demands democracy and 
socialism ; it declares for the People's Charter and for united or 
collective production 

On August 12 they issued the following appeal, which was 
printed in large red type and brought to the notice of the working 
men of Manchester by being placarded on the walls — 

Justice, Peace, Law and Order 1 

'' We, the delegates of all the various trades, having been duly 
and legally elected by our various trader have again met m 
solemn conference, empowered by our constituents to watch 
over and to guard the interests of the people, do most earnestly 
implore you not to be led astray by the machinations of your 
enemies, but remain firm in your purpose to uphold your 
just nghts, as set forth in tie Carpenters' Hall on the nth and 
I2th inst. We call upon you to be prompt in the election of 
your delegates to the great Delegate Conference which will be 
held on Monday, August 15 

We most solemnly pledge ourselves to persevere in our 
exertions until we achieve the complete emancipation of our 
brethren of the working classes from the thraldom of monopoly 
and class legislation by the legal establishment of the People’s 
Charter, The trades of Great Britain carried the Reform Bill. 
The trades of Great Britain shall cany the Charter.” 

On August 15 over 100 delegates from Lancashire and York- 
shire met at the large conference. Their mandates were examined 
with the utmost strictness, and only those were considered valid 
which were drawn up in the prescribed form by recognised trade 
organisations. Outside the hall of the conference thousands of 
workmen held meetings, but were dispersed by mihtary patrols. 
The delegates sat imtil August 16, and were interrupted in their 
dehberations by the magistrates. The main subject of discussion 
was the question whether the general stnke should retain its 
origmal character as a matter of wages or whether it should be 
transformed into a fight for the Charter. Most of the delegates 
held limited mandates ; only nineteen were instructed to vote 
will the majority in the question between wages and the Charter. 
The great majonty of the speakers were in favour of the Charter, 
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but there was very little deliberation devoted to the means for 
carrying out the general str±e. The most ardent and eloquent 
of the speakers declared for the Charter ; a calm consideration 
of the general strike as a political weapon was rendered im- 
possible not only by the excitement of the conflicts, but also 
by the pressure which the authorities exerted on the workers 
by the display of military force. The conference of the delegates 
was a replica of the general Convention of 1839, The belief m 
the power of universal enthusiasm proved stronger than any 
references to the necessity for long preparations Two resolu- 
tions were proposed : one for keepmg the wages question to the 
fore, the other for transforming the general strike mto a fight 
for the Charter. Only seven delegates voted for maintaining 
the wages question of the general strike, whilst 58+19 voted 
for transforming the general strike into a national fight for the 
Charter, The 19 were the delegates already referred to, who 
had been instructed to vote with the majority. 

Immediately after the adoption of the Chartist resolution the 
chairman of the conference issued the following appeal — 

“ To the Trades of Manchester and surrounding districts. 

“ We hasten to lay before you the paramount importance of 
the day's proceedings. The delegates from the surroundmg 
districts have been more numerous at this day’s meeting than 
they were at yesterday’s ; and the spirit of determination mani- 
fested for the people’s rights has increased every hour. In 
consequence of the unjust and unconstitutional interference of 
the magistrates our proceedings were abruptly brought to a close 
by their dispersing the meeting, but not until in their very teeth 
we passed the following resolution . 

“ ' The delegates in public meeting assembled do recommend 
to che various constituencies which we represent to adopt all 
legal means to carry into effect the People’s Charter. And further 
we recommend that delegates be sent to the whole of the country 
to endeavour to obtain the co-operation of the middle and 
working classes in carrying out the resolution of ceasmg labour 
until the Charter be the law of the land.’ 4 

'' Englishmen I Legally determine to maintain the peace 
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and the well-being of the country, and show, by the strict 
adherence to our resolutions, that we are your representatives. 

“ Alexander Hutchinson. 

Charles Stuart. 

‘‘ Manchester, August i6, 1842." 

The general strike, the excitement it involved, and the dis- 
turbance of the public peace were not confined to Lancashire 
and Yorkshire. At the same time many miners in Scotland 
went on strike, and likewise in Staffordshire, where Thomas 
Cooper made a tour for the purpose of agitation. In the latter 
district serious disturbances broke out after one of Cooper's 
speeches, and were accompanied by the destruction of property 
and by incendiarism. His speeches he later summarised in the 
following stanzas * — 

‘ Slaves, toil no more I Why delve, and moil, and pme, 

To glut the tyrant-forgers of your cham T 
Slaves, toil no more I Up from the midnight mine. 

Summon your swarthy thousands to the plam , 

Beneath the bright sun marshalled, swdl the strain 

Of hberty , and while the lordhngs view 

Your banded hosts, with stricken heart and bram, — 

Shout as one man, ‘ Toil we no more renew, 

Until the Many cease their slavery to the Few I 
We'n crouch, and tod, and weave, no more — to weep 1 ' 
Exclaim your brothers from the weary loom : — 

Yea, now they swear with one resolve dread, deep — 

* We'n toil no more — to wm a pauper's doom I ' 

And, while the millions swear, feU Famme's gloom 
Spreads from their haggard faces, like a cloud. 

Big with the fear and darkness of the tomb * — 

How, 'neath its terrors, are the tyrants bowed ! 

Slaves, toil no more — ^to starve I Go forth and tame 

the Proud I 

In the meantime a monument m commemoration of Henry 
Hunt was to be unveiled in Manchester on August 16, 1842, on 
the anniversary of Peterloo. For months preparations had 

‘ Thoiiaas Cooper, Purgatory of Smctdes, 1845. 
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been made for this event. The Chartist organisations had 
elected delegates for this purpose, who intended to utilise this 
opportunity to deliberate on the state of the agitation, and 
especially on the dissensions which had arisen in the movement 
The delegates were more than forty m number and met in 
Manchester on August 16. They were amazed at the appearance 
of the " town of the high chimneys.*' The stoppage of work 
was universal. Not a single mill at work ! " exclaimed John 
Campbell, the secretary of the N C A ‘‘ Something must come 
out of this, and something senous too 1 ’* ^ 

On August 17 the Chartist delegates met secretly in a chapel 
The original agenda of the conference, viz , the unveiling of the 
monument to Hunt and the dissensions in the movement, were 
dropped in order to discuss the new trade unionist struggle for 
the Charter. Most of the delegates were eager for an immediate 
mobilisation of the people The declaration of the conference 
of the trades’ delegates aroused indescribable enthusiasm among 
the Chartists.^ They fully believed that “ the time had come 
for trying, successfully, to paralyse the government." ® 

After the delegates had handed in their reports, M'Douall rose 
and proposed on behalf of the committee that the conference 
should identify itself with the resolutions of the trades, and that 
the general strike should be encouraged until the Charter had 
passed into law. Cooper seconded the motion, since the general 
stnke could not fail to lead to a national struggle. A peaceful 
general strike was an impossibility, for the fofces of the govern- 
ment would make an attempt to suppress and to persecute the 
strikers, and this could only be countered by the armed opposi- 
tion of the people. The Chartists must now mobilise the masses 
of the people and render them irresistible. Several delegates 
spoke to the same effect as Cooper, thanking him for having 
expressed their secret thoughts. O'Connor opposed the motion 
. . . We are not met here to talk about fighting. We are 

met to consider and approve the resolution of the trades." 

1 Thomas Cooper, Ltfe, p. 206. 

* Bronterre 0 *Bnen m British Statesman, August 20, 1842. 

» Thomas Cooper, Life, p. 208. 
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William Hill, the editor of the Northern Star, spoke against 
both Cooper and O’Connor : — 

" I wonder that so a clear an intellect as Cooper’s should 
dream of fighting Fighting 1 — ^the people have nothing to fight 
with, and would be mown down by artillery if they attempted 
to fight. The strike has originated with the Anti-Corn Law 
League,^ and we should simply be their tools if we helped to 
extend or prolong the strike. It could only spread disaster and 
suffering. I move an amendment that we entirely disapprove 
of it/’ 

He was followed by Richard Otley, of Sheffield : — 

" How could poor, starving weavers be expected to fight ? If 
we endeavoured to form battalions for fighting, the people would 
need food and clothing — they would need arms and powder and 
shot , they would very hkely have to bivouac in the fields — 
anyhow could poor weavers be expected to do that ? It would 
kill them m a few days/' 

Even Harney, our old friend of the London Democrat, the 
admirer of Marat, the friend of Major Beniowski, expressed 
himself against the pohcy of physical force 

When the vote was taken Hill's amendment received only 
six votes. The conference therefore resolved to range itself 
completely on the side of the trades, and passed the following 
resolution — 

Whilst the Chartist body did not originate the present 
cessation from labour, the conference of delegates from various 
parts of England express their deep sympathy with their con- 
stituents, the working men now on strike, and that we strongly 
approve the extension and continuance of the present struggle 
till the People's Charter becomes a legislative enactment, and 
decide forthwith to issue an address to that effect, and pledge 
ourselves on our return to our respective locahties to give a 
proper direction to the people's efforts." 

» It was customary for Hill to ascribe ever3rfching to the free trade 
agitation , he saw its influence everywhere, just as Cobden ascribed 
all his difficulties to the action of the Chartists and their alleged 
aristocratic supporters. 
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The conference issued not merely one address but two , one 
was couched in fairly moderate language and signed by the 
executive , the other was anonymous and was drawn up on the 
lines of the policy of physical force and insurrection. 

The passing of the resolution and the issue of the addresses 
brought the action of the Chartist leaders to a close. 

Was the position they adopted the right one ? Does it 
justify the conclusion that the Chartist leaders understood the 
significance of the situation ? 

Let us examine the state of affairs. The industrial and 
commercial centres of the Midlands and the North of England 
were in a state of insurrection , Scotland, Wales, and London 
could easily be mobilised, no longer for purely trade unionist 
purposes, but in support of the Chartist programme. The 
trade unions, the operatives, the working men of the whole 
country followed the standard of Chartism. What was, under 
these circumstances, O’Connor's duty and that of his lieuten- 
ants ? Their duty was to take over the supreme command. 
How often had not O’Connor said that he was ready to conquer 
or to die > And could he hope for any more favourable oppor- 
tunity of turning words into deeds ? The Midlands and North 
of England, Scotland, and Wales were waiting for their leader’s 
word of command. But what did the leader do ? Absolutely 
nothing. He left all initiative to the people and returned to 
London. The throwing down of his weapons can only be 
interpreted as indicating that he foresaw the failure of the 
general strike. In this case it was clearly his duty to have 
supported Hill’s resolution There were only two alternatives : 
either Cooper was nght or Hill. And since he did not share 
Cooper’s views, it was his duty as leader to tell the people in 
explicit terms that they should adhere strictly to the question 
of wages, as they were not ready for an msurrection And he 
should also have communed with himself and avowed that the 
whole policy of insurrection was a mistaken pohcy ; for, if it 
was impotent in the case of a national rismg of the working men, 
it must inevitably be completely nugatory in the case of a 
partial nsing. 

IK 
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In the fourth week of August, 1842, the strike was obviously 
on the wane. Abandoned by their leaders, who dispersed; 
persecuted by the authorities, who made wholesale arrests , 
oppressed by misery, which was rendered more acute by the 
strike, the workmen gradually returned to the factories, but even 
at the end of September the strike stiH possessed a partial 
character. The whole moral advantage of the stnke feU to the 
share of the Anti-Corn Law League, for many Whigs and Tories 
could no longer resist the conclusion that the people must be 
afforded cheaper means of subsistence in order to render it 
possible for them to make both ends meet with the low scale of 
wages. 

The climax of Chartism was the commencement of the 
victorious career of free trade, but not of Chartism. Three 
and a half years later the Tory government introduced the Bill 
for the abohtion of the Com Laws, and on this occasion Sir James 
Graham, the Home Secretary, remarked * — 

We had the pamful and lamentable experience of 1842 — a 
year of the greatest distress, and now that it is passed, I may 
say, of the utmost danger. What were the circumstances of 
1842 > Allow me just to glance at them. We had in this 
metropolis, at midnight. Chartist meetings assembled m Lincoln's 
Inn Fields. Immense masses of people, greatly discontented 
and acting in a spirit dangerous to the pubhc peace. • . . 
What was the condition of Lancashire ? , . * All the 
machinery was stopped. . \ . It was my pamful duty to 
consult with the Horse Guards almost daily as to the precautions 
that were necessary for the mamtenance of the public peace. 
For some time troops were continually called on, in different 
parts of the manufacturing districts, to maintain public tran- 
quillity. . , * For three months the anxiety which I and 
my colleagues experienced was greater than we ever felt before 
with reference to public affairs. , . ^ 

The ministers who had been converted to free trade justified 
in this manner the change of their opinion. 

* Hansard's Parhafnentary Debates, February, 1846, vol. 83, p. 718 
and sqq. 
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This was the state of affairs in August, September, and October, 

1842, and O’Connor and his lieutenants left the working men 
in the lurch. O’Connor went to London to elaborate the plans 
for his so-called agrarian reform, McDouall took to flight, and 
the remainder also did nothing, whilst O’Brien and Lovett were 
cut off from the working classes and were unable to express any 
effective criticism in opposition to O’Connor. 

2. — TRIALS AND DISORGANISATION 

Wholesale arrests on a larger scale than during the blackest 
period of the Whig government followed closely upon the retreat 
of the Chartist leaders and the failure of the strike. Arrest or 
arraignment was the lot of every leader or speaker among the 
Chartists or trade unionists, and of every working man suspected 
of complicity in the strike movement. An exact list of arrested 
men cannot be drawn up owing to the disorganisation of the 
Chartist press. 

An estimate of 1,500 will not be far from the mark. About 
800 were either released after a short space of time or sentenced 
in the police-courts, whilst 710 were tned at the assizes in York, 
Lancaster, Stafford, Chester, and Liverpool. The list of accused 
persons comprised working men differing most widely in age, 
from youths of 15 years up to an old man of loi years! In 
October, 1842, about 651 pnsoners appeared before the juries. 
Of this number only 125 were acquitted , the remainder received 
sentences of imprisonment varying from a few months up to two 
years, whilst 7^ were sentenced to transportation to the penal 
settlements in Australia. O’Connor and 58 of his comrades, 
comprising Hill, Harney, and Cooper, appeared only in March, 

1843, before the assizes in Lancaster. By this tinie the dread 
of the general strike had been nearly forgotten, and both judges 
and juries gave milder sentences Twenty-six of the accused 
were found not guilty, whilst the remainder received no more 
than the verdict of guilty, for the Court of Appeal, owing 
to a flaw in the indictment, quashed the tnal, and no further 
proceedings were taken.^ With the exception of M'Douall, 

» Thomas Cooper was not so fortunate After having been 
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who had taken to flight, O'Connor's fellow-prisoners comprised 
all those who had taken part in the Chartist conference of 
August i6, as well as the trade unionist leader, Richard Pilling, 
who had started the strike in Stalybridge and Ashton ^ 

O’Connor conducted his defence with great skill, especially by 
his attack on the witnesses for the Crown, Griffin and Cartledge, 
former Chartists who had entered the service of the prosecuting 
authorities. 

Pilhng’s speech in defence was distinguished from all the rest 
by a particularly impressive descnption of the misery prevailing 
among the working men in 1841 and 1842. He drew so harrowing 
a picture of the moral and domestic misery that followed in the 
train of the economic distress that he moved the jury and the 
court of justice to tears. The public prosecutor left the court 
in order to conceal his emotion. 2 After this speech neither jpdge 
nor jury could any longer shut their eyes to the fact that it was 
only the fnghtful misery that was responsible for the excesses 
during the strike, and that on the whole the workmen had 
displayed much patience and self-control 

Indications of the disorganisation of Chartism became apparent 
even in the autumn of 1842, that is to say immediately after the 
collapse of the general strike. The prosecutions delayed the 
process of disorganisation to some extent, but after the assizes 
in March, 1843, the number of organised Chartists dropped to 
three or four thousand. 

The circulation of the Northern Star steadily diminished, 
whilst misimderstandings increased daily among the leaders. 
The remnant of organised Chartism rallied round O’Connor, who 
embodied the movement In December, 1842, William Hill, the 
editor of the Northern Star, accused the whole executive of having 
been corrupted. O’Connor took up the cudgels on behalf of the 
leaders, and appointed George Juhan Harney to be assistant 

acquitted, together with the 58 other defendants, he was sentenced 
to two years’ unprisonment on account of his seditious speeches in 
Staffordshire 

1 See supra, footnote. Part III , p 14 1. 

* State Trials, New Senes, 1839 to 1843, vol. 4, p. 1097 sqq 
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editor. On July 8, 1843, HiU was dismissed and J Hobson and 
Harney took over the editorial management. 

There was now no end of tale-bearing. It was a crime 
to associate with a free trader ; it was worse than a crime 
to express praise of Lovett and O'Brien Treachery was 
suspected on all sides, and spies were continually on the look out 
for traitors.^ The treasury of the National Charter Association 
was empty. O'Connor became the dispenser of funds, partly 
out of his own pocket, and partly from the considerable entrance 
fees and the collections which were made at his meetings. The 
most unmistakable sign of the apathy which had spread among 
the working class in the centres of industry was, however, the 
decision early m 1844 to remove the Northern Star to London. 
In subsequent years the trade unions still utilised the Northern 
Star for their appeals and communications, because it was 
considered to be the best source of information and the trade 
unions were still without a press of their own, but their minds 
were fast moving away from revolutionary experiments to the 
organisation of prosaic trade societies and co-operative stores. 

In the meantime there was no lack of attempts at reorganisa- 
tion. A conference of thirty delegates was held in Birmingham 
from September 5 to 8, 1843, in order to discuss a new plan of 
organisation, which proceeded from O'Connor, with the object of 
combining Chartism with agiarian reform. The two principal 
tasks which were now imposed upon the movement were to obtain 
the Charter and to found agricultural settlements. The delegate 
Marsden, one of the members of the General Convention of 1839 
was present and protested against the attempt to buy land, 
since such a procedure would imply the recognition of the fact 
that the ground landlords had a right of possession, which had 
hitherto been regarded as a mere usurpation. The conference, 
however, decided in favour of the plan of organisation^ A short 
discussion was also evoked by another point in the plan of 
organisation by which the lecturers should be appointed by the 
executive instead of leaving them in the hands of local com- 
mittees Marsden was of opinion it should never be forgotten 
1 Northern Star, April 27, 1844 , December 28, 1844. 
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that there were two currents m the movement — the physical 
force and the moral force party. If the executive had to 
make the appointments of the lecturers, it would only appoint 
the lecturers who shared the same views as the executive The 
conference, however, considered the former system to be pre- 
judicial and voted for the new plan. This plan of organisation 
could not, however, be put into force, as the Chief Registrar 
declared it to be illegal. 

At the conference held in the following year at l^Ianchester, 
from April 22 to 26, 45 delegates were present for the purpose of 
deliberating upon a new plan of organisation. It was kept 
quite free from any agrarian reform, and its sole object was to 
consohdate the forces of Chartism. The Northern Star belauded 
this conference because the speeches were short, impartial and 
free from all irritating personahties. The new plan of organisa- 
tion was adopted, but the mass of the Chartists kept aloof from 
the organisation, for their confidence in their leaders had been 
shattered. 

In November, 1844, the editonal and pubhshing offices of the 
Northern Star were moved to London, where it came in touch 
with the international revolutionary movement through the 
political and communist refugees of the Continent. This does 
not indeed apply to O'Connor, who henceforth not only resisted 
new ideas, but gradually broke away from his traditions of 
agrarian revolution and became absorbed in experiments for 
turning the Chartists into small holders and peasants. 

3.— O'CONNOR'S PLAN OF AGRARIAN REFORM 

The years 1843 to 1845 signalised the dechne of Chartism. 
Two events contnbuted especially to this result, viz., the collapse 
of the general strike of August, 1842, and the failure of the Owenite 
colony, Queenwood, m the summer of 1845, The first of these 
events broke the hack of the movement in the North of England. 
Chartism as an ideal was indeed venerated by the people for a 
long time afterwards, but it remained, so to speak, in the air, 
because it had proved to be unseiviceable as a policy m the 
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field of operations. The second event deprived the Socialists of 
their last belief in the possibility of realising their ultimate aim. 
The most sanguine hopes of the Socialists of Great Britain had 
been bound up with the Queenwood colony. From 1842 they 
had watched its progress with eager anticipation. At jfirst 
everything went swimmingly, so long as funds were in hand ; 
and the Northern Star pointed with pride to the progress 
of Socialist production. When this last refuge of Owenite 
experiments had fallen to pieces, all belief m Sociahsm was 
abandoned. 

OXonnor's fallmg away from agrarian Socialism is clearly 
revealed in the columns of the Northern Star, In agitation,'* 
he explained, there are three stages, viz. (i) the creation of 
public opinion ; (2) the organisation of this opinion ; (3) the 
direction of this opinion towards definite aims.*' For years he 
had worked for agrarian reform, now the time was ripe for 
organising adherents to agrarian reform. But what shape was 
this reform to take ? O’Connor replied : — 

" Deposits to the amount of £207,270 lie in the savings banks 
of Leeds and its environs. We call upon the depositors to 
withdraw these deposits and to invest them in one of Owen*s 
communistic colonies.**^ 

Four years later he wrote in a similar strain.^ And again 
in the early part of 1845 he exclaimed : — 

The land belongs to the people It is the people’s hentage 
Kings, princes, lords, and citizens have stolen it from the people. 
The law of nature is on the side of the people. Usurpation is 
the work of the nch and powerful.** 

O'Connor now worked at the realisation of his agrarian plan. 
The agrarian plan received three titles in succession : (i) Chartist 
Co-operative Land Society , {2) National Co-operative Land 
Company , (3) National Land Company. This backsliding from 
Chartism and socialism to company promoting was completed 
between 1845 and 1846 In 1847 already explicitly declared 
in so many words • “ Peasant proprietorship is the best basis of 

^ Northern Star, June 16, 1838 
• English CharUst Ctroular, 1842, Nos 68 and 69. 
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society.'^ ^ And he built upon this basis his Land Reform Joint 
Stock Company, which drew in and frittered away not less than 
£100,000 from Chartists, working men, and other reformers. 

We can treat the history of these experiments in small holdings 
in a very brief manner, for it represented only an episode in the 
process of dissolution of the Chartist and Owenite period. A 
Chartist conference assembled in London in the fourth week of 
April, 1845. There were altogether only fifteen delegates present, 
including the members of the executive. The most important 
business of the conference was the founding of the Chartist 
Co-operative Land Society, with the following programme : — 

Object, To purchase land on which to locate its members, 
in order to demonstrate to the working classes of the kingdom, 
firstly, the value of the land as a means of making them inde- 
pendent of the grinding capitalist , and, secondly, to show them 
the necessity of securing the speedy enactment of the People’s 
Charter, which would do for them nationally what the society 
proposes to do sectionally ; the accomplishment of the political 
and social emancipation of the enslaved and degraded working 
classes being the prominent object of the society. 

Means , Good arable land may be rented m some of the most 
fertile parts of the country at the rate of 15s. per acre, and might 
be bought at 25 years’ purchase, that is, £18 15s per acre. And 
supposing £5,000 be raised, this sum would purchase 120 acres 
and locate 60 persons with two acres each, leaving a balance of 
£2,750 for building cottages, buying stock, etc. These allot- 
ments, with dwellings, might be leased for ever to the members 
of the society, at an annual rental of £5 each The gross annual 
rental would thus be £300. The property, if sold at 20 years’ 
purchase, would fetch £6,000, which sum, if expended in a similar 
manner to the first, would locate 72 persons , these 72 allotments, 
sold at the rate of the first, would bring £7,200, and this sum, laid 
out in the purchase of other land, cottages, stock, etc., would 
locate 86 persons. This, sold again, would produce, at the 
onginal pnce, £8,600 ; with this capital the society could locate 

^ The Labourer, 1847, II , 149 ; Reports on the National Land 
Company, 1848, p 172 



OXONNOR^S PLAN OF AGRARIAN REFORM 157 

103 persons. These 103 persons would produce £10,^1'/, and 
would locate 123 persons. Thus the original capital of ;^5,ooo 
would more than double itself at the fourth sale ; and so in the 
same ratio, until the tenth sale would produce £37,324, which, 
if the project be taken up with spint, might easily be effected in 
four years, and there would be 1,923 persons located with allot- 
ments of two acres. In the space of a few years a vast number 
of the “ surplus labour population could be placed in happiness 
and prosperity upon the soil of their native land.^ 

Shares were to be issued in order to raise the sum of £5,000 ; 
and a land bank was to be established for the purpose of enabling 
the members to purchase allotments, to deposit their savings and 
to obtain loans for trading purposes. 

At first O^Connor attempted to register the Land Society as a 
friendly society, and he assured his readers that the Registrar 
of Friendly Societies could not refuse to register it ; if indeed 
he dared to refuse to do so he would be caUed to account. Never- 
theless the registrar absolutely refused to register it on the 
grounds that the Land Society possessed the characteristics of a 
political society. O'Connor then attempted to bring his society 
within the range of the Joint Stock Company law, but the cost 
of registration was relatively high, for the fees for stamps and 
registering amounted to about £4 for every 100 shareholders, and 
the enrolment of members in O'Connor's colonising society was 
surprisingly rapid : from 1846 to the beginning of 1848 not less 
than 75,000 working men and Chartists joined the society. 
Every member had to take up on the average three shares 
of 26s. each and to pay for them by instalments. £96,000 
pounds came in up to the early part of 1848 I But owing to the 
fact that the society, which then already bore the name of 
National Land Company, was only provisionally registered, it 
possessed no legal status The Chartists, however, did not 
trouble much about the illegality of their plan of emancipation 
and waited for O'Connor's Apocalypse. Violent attacks on the 
business management of the land reform venture were not 
lacking. Since there was no legal control and balance-sheets 
^ Northern Star, April 26 and May 3, 1843. 
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were published either in an incomplete form or at irregular 
intervals, there was ample material for hostile criticism on the 
part of O'Connor^s opponents, among whom Thomas Cooper 
took a prominent position.^ Yet the working men continued to 
stick to their old leader with his many plans, in spite of the fact 
that the results of his plan of reform were remarkably insignifi- 
cant. During the two years when the fortunes of the land 
reform were in a flounshing condition only 230 persons out of 
the 75,000 shareholders were located on the land. An allotment 
comprised three acres on an average, and cost £300, including 
buildings, implements and stock. If it takes two years to locate 
230 persons, how many years will be required to locate 75,000 
persons ? Obviously 652 years. And if an allotment costs 
£300, how much will 75,000 allotments cost ? Obviously 22*5 
million pounds sterling 1 

The Utopian character of O'Connor's plan could have been 
demonstrated by simple multiphcation and division. Nevertheless 
the working men could not be induced to probe into O'Connor's 
plan. In June, 1848, parliament appointed a select committee 
to examine into the affairs of the National Land Company. 
O'Connor was elected a member of the committee. The investi- 
gation revealed a confused and extremely imperfect state of 
the account books, and two book-keepers and mathematicians 
appointed by the committee had to take a great amount of trouble 
and to make lengthy investigations before they could give a 
general outline of the state of the business. The committee 
adopted the following resolution as its final finding : — 

'' The books of proceeding of the National Land Company as 
well as the accounts of the company have been most imperfectly 
kept, and the original balance-sheets have been destroyed, and 
only three of them (from the end of September, 1847, to the end 
of March, 1848} have been pKiduced , but Mr F, O’Connor having 
expressed an opinion that an impression had gone abroad that 
the moneys subscribed by the National Land Company had been 
applied to his own benefit, this committee are clearly of opinion 
that, although the accounts have not been kept with strict 
1 Northern Star, June 20, 1846. 
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regularity, yet the irregularity has been against Mr. O'Connor’s 
interests, instead of in his favour, and that it appears there is 
due to Mr O’Connor the sum of between £3,298 and £3,400 
Considering that the company appears to have been earned on 
hona fide, it is the opinion of the committee that powers might 
be granted to the parties concerned to wind up the concern and 
to reheve them from the penalties to which they might have 
incautiously exposed themselves.’’^ 

The publication of these reports brought O’Connor’s career to 
an end. The spell was broken, but a contributory cause to this 
result was the last London demonstration of April 10, 1848, to 
which we shall soon turn our attention, after making our acquaint- 
ance with some of the new men who entered the movement about 
this period. 

4 — NEW LEADERS 

During the last phase of Chartism several men came into 
notice who deserve a closer acquaintance. The most prominent 
among them was Ernest Charles Jones (1819-1869), bom of 
Bntish parentage m Berlin and educated in Luneburg and 
London After having been called to the Bar, he, in 1845, joined 
the Chartist movement. He was essentially a democratic poet 
and emotional social reformer. At first he came under the 
influence of O’Connor, was his co-editor of The Labourer and 
Northern Star Since about 1850 to 1855 he learned a good deal 
from Karl Marx, unfortunately at a time when the latter, smarting 
under the defeat of the German and French revolutions of 1848, 
was too embittered to be able to think impartially. This in- 
fluence is particularly noticeable in Jones’s Notes to the People 
(1850-51) and in the first years of his People* s Papers And 
Jones himself, after his two years’ prison (1848-50), to which 
he had been condemned in July, 1848, on account of his 
insurrectionary agitation, was in the same mood as his German 
friend. His pohtical and social reform writings are of no 
importance. On the other hand, among his poems there are 
some of abiding value. The following is one of the best : — 

^ Reports on the Nattonal Land Company, VI. Report, 1848. 
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THE SONG OF THE LOWER CLASSES. 


I. 

'' We plough and sow — ^we're so very, very low 
That we delve m the dirty clay 
Till we bless the plain — ^with the golden grain, 
And the vale with fragrant hay 
Our place we know — ^weTe so very low 
'Tis down at the landlord’s feet. 

We’re not too low — ^the bread to grow. 

But too low the bread to eat. 


2 . 

Down, down we go — ^we’re so very, very low, 
To the hell of deep-sunk mines. 

But we gather the proudest gems that glow 
When the crown of the despot shines 
And whenever he lacks — upon our backs 
Fresh loads he deigns to lay : 

We’re far too low to vote the tax. 

But not too low to pay. 


3 * 

We’re low, we’re low — ^mere rabble, we know. 
But at our plastic power. 

The mould at the lordling’s feet will grow 
Into palace and church and tower — 

Then prostrate fall — ^in the rich men’s hall 
And cnnge at the rich man’s door : 

We’re not too low to build the wall, 

But too low to tread the floor. 


4 - 

We’re low — ^we’re low — ^we’re very, very low, 
Yet from our fingers glide 
The silken flow — and the robes that glow 
Round the limbs of the sons of pride. 

^ And what we get — ^and what we give 
We know, and we know our share : 

We’re not too low the cloth to weave. 

But too low the cloth to wear.” 
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A man of a dilferent mentality was George Jacob Holyoake 
(1817 — 1906) — ^logical, rationalist, and essentially Liberal He 
was rather an unattached Chartist, but he exercised some 
influence on the movement by his lectures and writings. He 
entered the Chartist ranks on the decline of Owenism and brought 
with him the idea of class solidarity and the conviction of the 
necessity for the working classes to co-operate with the Liberal 
party. He was one of the few working class leaders who saw 
that the ideas underlying Chartism were much too advanced for 
a nation which was just emerging from the domination of 
the landed interests He felt that long years of triumphant 
Liberalism were required to prepare the minds of the people for 
democracy. Holyoake was acquainted with all the leading 
political refugees who found asylum in London, except with 
Marx and Engels. 

The third man worth mentioning is Samuel Kydd Alfred 
who, in 1857, published a History of the Factory Movement. He 
was a Scotch shoemaker, who from 1846 onwards became 
prominent as a lecturer and writer. After the extinction of 
Chartism he studied law and was called to the Bar, 
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I. — PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS OF 1847 

From 1843 to 1847 Chartism only showed slight signs of life, 
sometimes indeed barely perceptible In 1844 O’Connor con- 
soled his adherents and expressed the opinion that “ Chartism 
is not dead, but sleeping.”^ And its sleep lasted until the 
middle of 1847, but it was the French February revolution that 
set it once again upon its legs 2 Two events contnbuted to 
revive it in the year 1847, viz , in the first place, the parliamentary 
elections of the summer of 1847, which followed the victory of 
the free trade agitation, and, secondly, the agitation of the 
continental refugees in London 

In 1846 the Conservative leader, Sir Robert Peel, was con- 
verted to free trade, and obtained a majority in parliament for 
his new commercial policy. Strange to say. Peel’s conversion 
was hailed as a wise, statesmanhke act by O’Connor and the 
Northern Star, which had always opposed the Anti-Corn Law 
League down to the end of 1845. O’Connor merely remarked 
that free trade without free representation is sure to lead to 
revolution Peel’s conversion demoralised the Conservative 
party, which had been in power since 1841, parhament was 
dissolved and new elections followed in July and August, 1847 
The Chartists put forward several candidates, but they were only 
nominated, with the exception of O’Connor in Nottingham and 
Ernest Jones in Halifax. O’Connor formed an alliance with the 

1 Northern Star, July 27, 1844. 

* Ibid., April i and September 9, 1848. 

^Northern Star, September 19, 1846. {This is an interesting 
number ; it contains a long account by O'Connor on the History of 
Chartism from 1836 to 1846 ) 
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Conservatives in Nottingham and was elected, to the surprise of 
all 

The only other noteworthy candidate was George Julian 
Harney. Harney managed to be nominated at Tiverton in 
opposition to Lord Palmerston. From 1830 Palmerston had 
been regarded as the enemy of all freedom, more especially of 
oppressed nations, and as the servant of the Tsar. Harney now 
went down to his constituency and became a candidate in order 
to denounce Palmerston on the hustings, where all the candidates 
delivered their election addresses on the day of nomination. He 
spoke with much eloquence. Palmerston followed him in a 
speech of three hours' duration, taking Harney very seriously. 
\^en the vote was taken by show of hands, Harney obtained a 
majority, but he did not go to the polls, so that Palmerston was 
finally elected. 

During these elections Robert Owen ran as a candidate for 
Marylebone with a programme of political reform. He was, 
however, only a nomination candidate, and received a consider- 
able number of votes. One of Owen's political demands at this 
election was the substitution of a. militia for the standing army. 
He was no anti-militarist, and m this he followed the earlier 
British Socialists and social reformers, like Sir Thomas More, 
Gerard Winstanley, and Thomas Spence. The only prominent 
anti-mihtarist was WiUiam Godwin ; but he was an anarchist, 
who believed that reason was the only legitimate and elective 
weapon; and, therefore, condemned all force and struggle, 
either of individuals or classes and nations. 

Z . — CHARTISM AND THE INTERNATIONALS 

In September, 1844, the idea arose among the German, Polish, 
and Italian refugees in London of founding a society to familiarise 
the English pubhc with their aspirations. The society was 
started and was called the Society of Fraternal Democrats. 
Their place of meeting was at the German Communist 
Working Men's Club, which at that time held its meetings in 
Drury Lane. In 1845, at the request of Karl Schapper and the 
Pole, Louis Oborski, Wilham Lovett drew up an appeal to the 
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Chartists to 30m the Fraternal Democrats. Harney, Jones, 
Cooper and others joined the society, and the Northern Star 
published at regular intervals accounts of its activity, giving full 
reports of the lectures that were delivered at its meetings. It 
used to celebrate the anniversaries of the French revolution and 
of the Pohsh insurrections, and discussions were held on European 
pohtics. The reports of these meetings introduced the Chartists 
into international politics, and they became a section of the 
revolutionary movement if Europe. Mazzini was active in a 
direction, but he never entered into any intimate 
relations with the Chartists who rallied round the Northern Star, 
Karl Schapper, a German revolutionary, was held in great esteem 
by the Chartists. Friedrich Engels stood in high favour with 
the intellectual section of the Chartists From 1843 he was 
acquainted with the editors of the Northern Star, From 
1845 he wrote for the paper at intervals about German affairs. 
In the summer of 1846 we read for the first time of the relations 
between Karl Marx and the Chartists O’Connor had fought an 
unsuccessful by-election in Nottingham, whereupon the German 
Communists, hving as refugees m Belgium, instructed Marx, 
Engels, and Gigot to congratulate the Chartist leader on his 
fight. The writers praised the attitude of the Northern Star to 
British pditics , they told the British workmen that the real 
battle ms between capital and labour, between the middle and 
the working classes, and that O’Connor and his organ fully appre- 
ciated these facts. The letter is dated Brussels, July 17, 1846, 
and pubhshed in the Northern Star of July 2 In November, 
1847, Marx and Engels came to London to attend the Congress 
of the Commimists, and were commissioned to draw up the 
famous Commumst Mamfesto, At the same date a Chartist 
public meeting was held to commemorate the anniversary of the 
Pohsh insurrection of 1830 Among the speakers were Harney, 
Jones, Marx, Engels, and Kydd. When the Pohsh business had 
been disposed of, the Fraternal Democrats directed their atten- 
tion to working class pohtics. In a speech, delivered in German^ 
Marx declared 

I have been sent by the Brussels Democrats to speak with 
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the Democrats of London to call on them to cause to be holden 
a Congress of Nations — a Congress of working men, to establish 
liberty all over the world. The middle classes, the free traders, 
held a congress in Brussels, but their fraternity was one-sided, 
and the moment they found that such congresses were likely to 
benefit the working men, that moment their fraternity would 
cease and dissolve. The Democrats of Belgium and the Chartists 
of England were the real Democrats, and the moment they carried 
the six points of their Charter the road to liberty would be opened 
for the world. Effect this grand object, you workmen of 
England, and you will be hailed as the saviours of the whole 
human race.”^ 

By means of these inter-relations the readers of the Chartist 
newspapers were swept mto the current of the European 
revolutionary tide and mto the events of 1848. 

At the same time the Chartists declared solidly in favour of 
the Irish revolutionists. Chartist speakers were sent to Dublin, 
and m return Irishmen appeared at Chartist meetings and 
demonstrations. 

A revolutionary International was in the course of formation. 
It was owmg to this state of feelmg that the Northern Star forgot 
all previous expenence and wrote on January i, 1848 : — " Moral 
force IS moral humbug, unless there is physical force behmd it.'* 
The Chartists understood the hint, and the old game of drilling 
and buying weapons began agam m secret. The enthusiasm 
of the Chartists, wrote the Times of March 28, grew to the same 
dimensions and heat as m the years 1839 and 1842. 

Whilst these preparations were in progress news came of the 
outbreak of the French revolution in February, 1848. A wave 
of feverish enthusiasm swept the ranks of the working men. 
Meetings and demonstrations were held all over the country. 
None of the halls m London were large enough to hold the 
masses who wished to attend the meetmgs. Crowds assembled 
in the open air on ClerkenweU Green, Kennington Common, and 
in Trafalgar Square, etc., to hear the Chartist leaders and to 
adopt their proposals. Serious breaches of the peace occurred 
1 Northern Star December 4. 1847, 
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in the provinces , m Glasgow the unemployed marched through 
the streets shouting, “ Bread or revolution 1 '' In Manchester 
crowds surrounded the workhouse and demanded the liberation 
of the inmates. In Bridgeton the soldiers fired on the working 
men and shot down several of them. Naturally, plenty of the 
usual Addresses to the French people were forthcoming. Harney 
and W. J. Linton ^ took Addresses over to Paris. 

For the purpose of rallying the Chartists and estimating their 
strength, the committee ef the National Charter Association 
resolved to present a petition to parhament for the introduction 
of the Charter and to get it widely signed. A National Con- 
vention had to be convoked, on the old lines, in order to superin- 
tend and to bring in the petition. But the government also 
adopted its former system of employing spies, concentrating 
solchers, and swearing in special constables. 

3. — ^THE PETITION AND APRIL 10, 1848 

On April i O'Connor published the following appeal to the 
Chartists : — 

Onward, and we conquer. 

Backward, and we fall I 
The People's Charter and No Surrender I 
Old Guards ! As I beheve in my soul that the time has now 
arrived when we are entitled to the fruits of our thirteen years' 
labour, I call upon you to perform that duty which your own 
ordef, ‘ the fustian jackets, the blistered hands and unshorn 
chins,' expect from your hands. It is impossible, as it would be 
immoral, that the labouring classes of England, the most oppressed 
of any country in the world, should allow the present manifesta- 
tion of their order throughout the world to pass unnoticed or 
unimproved by them. ... I would rather die than give up 
one particle of the Charter. StiH, remember that our movement 

» lintqn was bom in London m 1812. He was well known as a 
wood-engraver and a poet. His wife was Lynn Linton, the authoress 
of Joshua Davidson^ He had taken part in the Chartist agitation 
since 1838. Walter Crane, the painter and sociahst, was an appren- 
tice in Linton’s workshop* 
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is a labour movement, originated in the first instance by the 
fustian jackets, the blistered hands and the unshorn chins 
Further, I would not give a fig for the Charter if we were not 
prepared with a solid, social system to take the place of the 
artificial one which we mean to destroy , and it was good that 
we did not succeed earlier with the Charter, before we were 
ready with the new social system Look at France , the great 
trouble of the Provisional Government is the organisation of 
labour. And so will it be m Prussia, where the people are 
rejoicing over their victory over Fredenck Wilhelm IV., while 
the latter is really laying the foundation for a stronger mihtary 
power. But in addition to the Charter we have land reform, 
which will give bread to the working men when the Charter is 
carried. The Charter and the Land! Those are our objects. 
Protect us in our work. People of England 1 Sign the Petition I ” 

At the same time O’Connor drew up a constitution of a peasant 
and democratic republic. He secretly hoped to become the first 
president of the republic. He told the Chartists that his uncle, 
Arthur O’Connor, who had been living in exile in Paris for fifty 
years, had an excellent prospect of being made president of the 
French republic, and that one of his brothers was prime minister 
of a South Amencan republic. 

There is hardly an article or a speech by O’Connor in the 
whole of the Northern Star that is so characteristic of his mode of 
thought or of his personal attnbutes as his manifesto of April i, 
1848, which has just been quoted. The date is, however, ominous 

On April 3, 42 Chartist delegates to the Convention assembled 
in an Owenite hall in John Street, Tottenham Court Road, for 
the purpose of considenng the state of affairs and of taking 
charge of the petition which was to be taken and submitted to 
parliament by a vast procession on April 10 The petition was 
similar to the petition of 1842 It contained the following 
principles 

'' Labour is the source of all wealth. The people are the source 
of all political power. The worker has the right to the 
produce of his labour. Taxation without parliamentary repre- 
sentation is tyranny. The resources and economic means 
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of a country are best developed and administered most advan- 
tageously by means of laws which are made by the repre- 
sentatives of the working and the industrious classes. In 
recognition of these principles the Chartists demand that the 
People's Charter should become the law of the land 

The members of the Convention, comprising Ernest Jones, 
George Juhan Harney, and Bronterre O’Brien, reported on the 
situation and the state of feeling of the people. They were of 
opinion, with very few exceptions, that the people were ready to 
fight. The old watchword, Peacefully if we may — ^forcibly if 
we must," resounded in nearly all the speeches They were 
carried away again by violent talk ; all kinds of weapons were 
bought in secret, but not in accordance with any systematic 
plan , and plots were hatched 

On April 7 the government published a proclamation, informing 
the public that the Convention was an illegally constituted body 
and issuing a warning against any participation in the procession 
of April 10. And the government did not let the matter drop. It 
turned London into an armed camp. The garrisons of the south 
of England were brought to London and the marines of the Home 
Fleet were kept in readiness. Extensive military preparations 
were made for the protection of the Tower and the Bank of 
England. Great numbers of special constables were in addition 
sworn in, among them being Wilham E Gladstone and Louis 
Napoleon. The published numbers of the strength of the 
troops, the police, and the special constables are extraordinarily 
high. In general, the figures of the military and police and of 
the Chartists and their friends on Apnl lo, 1848, cannot be 
accepted with any confidence. Hope, fear, and a feverish 
imagination rendered it quite impossible for anyone to think 
soberly or to speak or wnte with any approach to exactitude. 

The Convention sat daily, listened to speeches, and received 
the petition sheets with the signatures. No attempt, however, 
was made to examine and verify them or to count their number. 
Thus the fateful day, April 10, arrived. Many shops were shut. 

Nofthern Staff April i, 1848 ; Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, 
third series, vol 106, pp. 1268 and sqq. 
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Special constables stood at the doors of most of the houses. 
Bodies of police guarded the bridges over the Thames leading to 
the Houses of Parhament , the soldiers stood under arms in the 
barracks or at the guns in the environs of the south of London. 
At nine o’clock in the morning the Convention in John Street 
opened its proceedings Christopher Doyle, a member of the 
committee, read out a communication from the Chief Commis- 
sioner of the police, in which attention was drawn to the illegality 
of the intended procession to the Houses of Parliament. In the 
discussion that followed, O’Connor spoke, justifying the extensive 
military preparations of the government as being due to the 
violent speeches of the members of the Convention ; finally he 
stated he had heard from a trustworthy source that the police 
and the soldiers had received strict orders to fire on the Chartist 
leaders At 10 o’clock the delegates left the council room and 
marched at the head of the procession A nchly-decorated 
wagon, drawn by four horses, was reserved for the petition. This 
was followed by a decorated carriage, drawn by six horses, in 
which the members of the committee of the National Charter 
Association sat. The procession passed through Tottenham 
Court road on their way to No 144, Holbom, the office of the 
National Land Company, where the petition was kept. Thence 
the procession proceeded in a south-easterly direction to Black- 
friars Bridge, m order to reach the meeting on Kennington 
Common. On the way it was joined by groups of demonstrators 
from the north and east, in many cases with bands and banners. 
The road was lined by enormous crowds. Finally the procession 
reached the appointed place of meeting. The exact number of 
the demonstrators on Kennmgton Common cannot be deter- 
mined ; the statements on this point vary enormously. 
Before the meeting could begin the Commissioner of Police, 
who was stationed m a pubhc-house close by, sent for 
O’Connor and McGrath, a member of the committee, and 
told them the government had no objection to the meeting 
bemg held, but that under no circumstances would a procession 
be allowed to go to the Houses of Parliament. Even a semblance 
of intimidating parliament was a punishable offence ; and the 
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government would hold O'Connor personally responsible. 
O'Connor and McGrath gave way and promised to break up the 
procession at the close of the meeting. In the meantime the 
rumour spread among the demonstrators that their leader had 
been arrested. Soon, however, he appeared in their midst and 
was greeted with continuous and stormy applause. But O'Connor 
was by no means at his ease. Ever since 1837 he had told the 
people he would knock at the gates of parliament with a petition 
in his hand, accompanied by a multitude of a hundred thousand 
determined fighters. Now his opportunity had arrived, and 
yet he found himself forced to send the people back to their 
homes. Now everything depended on his skill as an orator, and 
it did not fail him. He was followed by Ernest Jones, Harney, 
and other speakers. Then the petition was placed in three cabs 
and taken to the Houses of Parliament by the committee, whilst 
the people slowly and quietly dispersed. 

O'Connor presented the petition, and stated that the number 
of signatures amounted to over 5 7 miUions, whereupon it was 
handed over to a committee to be examined. The result showed 
that the number of signatures did not amount to over 5 7 millions, 
but only 1,975,469, furthermore that numbers of the names were 
in the same handwnting, finally, that many of the names were 
either imaginary or were not signed by their bearers.^ This 
revelation turned the whole petition into a farce And the 
imaginary names were so ridiculous that the reading of them pro- 
duced an irresistibly comic effect. The tension which the fateful 
tenth of Apnl had caused suddenly relaxed and shrieks of laughter 
followed as a natural reaction. After the terror came satire — - 

THE CHARTISTS ARE COMING. 

I 

“ What a row and a rumpus there is I declare, 

Tens of thousands are flocking from everywhere, 

To petition the parliament onward they steer, 

The Chartists are coming, oh dear, oh dear, 

1 Cf, Charles Kingsley, Alton Locke y chapters 33-4, an exceedmgly 
moving description of the death of Sandy Mackaye and his despair 
at the inefficiency of Chartist leadership on April 10, 1848 
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To demand equal justice, their freedom and right, 
Pump-handles and broom-sticks, lawk, how they can fight 1 
The nation, they say, is overwhelmed with grief, 

A peck loaf for twopence and four pounds of beef I 

Chorus — ^Hurrah for old England and liberty sweet. 

The land that we live in and plenty to eat ; 

We shall ever remember this wonderful day. 

See the Chartists are coming, get out of the way. 

2 

“ Such a number together was never yet seen. 

Hurrah for the Charter and God save the Queen I 
And when that Charter Old England has got, 

WeTl have stunning good beer at three-halfpence a pot , 
A loaf for a penny, a pig for a crown. 

And gunpowder tea at five farthings a pound, 

Instead of red herrings well live on fat geese. 

And lots of young women at twopence a piece. 


3- 

The bakers and grocers, hark how they do laugh. 
With dustmen and coal-heavers armed with a staff. 
Five thousand old women, oh, how they do sing, 
With frying-pans, fenders, and big rollmg-pms 
There^s Russell, and Bobby, old Nosey and Hume, 
With pistol, bayonet, musket and broom. 

Load away, fire away, chatter and jaw, 

Shoot at a donkey and knock down a crow. 

4 

*' See the lads of Old Erin for liberty crow. 

Repeal of the Union and Erin-go-bragh I 
Peace and contentment, then none we can blame, 
Plenty of labour, and paid for the same ; 

Some are rolling m riches and luxury too. 

While milhons are starving, with nothing to do. 
Through the nation prosperity soon will be seen. 
Hurrah for the Charter and God save the Queen I 


5 * 

" Such constables there are in London, now mark. 
Tailor and shoemaker, labourer and clerk, 
Gaslightman, pickpocket, fireman too. 
Greengrocer, hatter, pork-butcher and Jew ; 
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Lollipop merchants and masons a lot. 

And the covey that hollers ‘ Baked taters all hot.* 

They are sworn to protect us and keep well the peace. 

To fnghten the Chartists and help the police 

The disgrace, however, clung to the petition, and the Chartists 
regarded O'Connor's behaviour on Apnl lo to have been the 
cause of its failure. The revolt against his leadership became 
general. His incapacity could no longer be denied. It was 
only after a lapse of fifteen months that the petition became the 
subject of debate in parliament It was no longer treated 
seriously. On July 3, 1849, ^7 m^nibers voted in favour of 

the petition, whilst 222 voted against it. The year between the 
introduction and the rejection of the petition was a period of 
catastrophes for O'Connor. As already stated, his plans for the 
redemption of the land by small holdings collapsed in hopeless 
failure, and he was bound up in them with all his heart-strings. 
His heart broke and his mind began to give way. 

4 — ^THE LAST STAGE OF CHARTISM 

Chartism went steadily and visibly downhill after April 10, 
1848. The Chartists felt that their movement had received a 
mortal blow, but few of them dared to admit it openly The 
Convention, which had been convoked on April 4, continued its 
meetings and discussions until April 24, when it dissolved, only 
to be reconstituted on May i as a National Assembly, with the 
addition of new delegates. A plan of reorganisation was 
adopted, and some sensible speeches were delivered on the events 
of the last few years and on O'Connor's failure to play the part 
of the leader of the people. Militant tactics, however, still pre- 
vailed, furnishing the government with the excuse of giving 
Chartism its coup de grace. On May 13 the National Assembly 
was dissolved. The leaders, in disillusionment and desperation, 
left for the country, held mass meetings, dehvered violent 
speeches, and threatened to organise a National Guard. In 
some places scenes of violence were enacted, in others spies and 
police agents manufactured secret conspiracies. These were 
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followed by wholesale arrests. From May to October, 1848, a 
reign of terror swept over England. Altogether about ninety 
Chartist leaders were sentenced to varying terms of imprison- 
ment, up to a maximum of two years, in London, Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, and Cheshire. Ernest Jones received the maximum 
term in July, and was treated at first hke a common criminal in 
his prison, until O'Connor paid 5s. a week for him in order to 
secure better treatment and self-occupation. 

The years 1849 and 1850 witnessed a remarkable intellectual 
revival of Chartism, probably in consequence of the influx 
of the foreign revolutionary leaders. A good press came 
into being, and was conducted almost exclusively by ordinary 
working men. It was, however, short lived. The Spirit 
of Freedom deserve special mention. It was edited by 
Gerald Massey, a poor, unschooled working man with a 
considerable and fertile talent for poetry. In the same year 
Harney left the Northern Star because O’Connor would not 
permit him to write in favour of a democratic and social republic. 
He successively founded the Red Repuhhoan, the Frtend of the 
People, and the Democratic Review, and the three papers scarcely 
lasted two years. In the early part of 1852 he bought up the 
Northern Star for £100, changed its name to Star of Freedom in 
May, but the star went out in November, 1852. The great 
Northern Star ceased to exist after a stormy career of fifteen 
years. Its place was taken by Ernest Jones’s Notes to the 
People, to which Karl Marx contributed several articles, and then 
by his People's Paper. 

The fatal action of April 10, 1848, was meanwhile hastened by 
the coUapse of O’Connor’s plan of land reform and by the defeat 
of the European revolution. The British worfamen never 
acquired a more international character than in 1848 to 1850. 
They knew the names of the revolutionary leaders in France, 
Prussia, Austria, and Hungary They took the keenest interest 
in the victories of Paris and Berlin in February and March, 1848, 
and followed intently the course of the campaigns in Hungary. 
From all these movements they hoped for a beneficial reaction 
upon England. Then the bad news came and all the great hopes 
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and expectations faded away. The quondam victorious leaders 
of the revolution fled from their country and sought asylum m 
England. Yet English Chartism was unable to offer them any- 
thing more than enthusiastic meetmgs and greetmgs. 

A contnbutory factor m the increasing weakness of the move- 
ment was the continued splitting up into sects. Several organisa- 
tions were formed in rivalry with the National Charter Associa- 
tion, e g , the National Reform League, by Bronterre O'Brien, 
the National Regeneration Union, the People's Charter Union, 
the Social Reform League, etc. They broke up the last remnants 
of Chartism until the leaders were left without an army. 

In 1855 Feargus O'Connor died m London, after having spent 
two years in a lunatic asylum. About 50,000 working men took 
part m his funeral procession. 

Three years later Robert Owen breathed his last in his native 
place, Newtown. To the very end he remamed faithful to bis 
convictions and adhered to his mam principles. Shortly before 
his death the local clergyman came to his bedside to offer him 
religious consolation. Owen declined the offer in the most 
decided manner, and when the mimster asked him whether he 
did not regret havmg wasted his life m fruitless efforts, he 
made the proud rejoinder : My life was not useless , I gave 
important truths to the world, and it was only for want of under- 
standing that they were disregarded. I have been ahead of my 
time/’ 
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I. — CONSERVATIVE SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS 

The catastrophic break with the past, which marks the period 
from 1815 to 1848, staggered the conservative minds of the 
nation, and stirred them to action. With their eyes turned 
towards the past, round which Sir Walter Scott had woven a 
romantic veil of bewitching glamour, they believed the present 
to exhibit nothing but disintegration, social subversion, total 
eclipse of Church and State authority, with the giant of Labour 
mortally wounded and withing at the bottom of chaos. Like 
Plato and Cicero m their times, the social students and patriots 
of Great Britain were pained to see the ruthless struggle of the 
classes, the division of the nation into hostile camps : " Two 
nations, between whom there is no intercourse and no sym- 
pathy, ... as if they were dwellers in different zones, or 
inhabitants of different planets ^ The cash nexus appeared 
not only unable to replace the old social bonds, but to aggravate 
the hostility which ‘'the profit-and-loss philosophy** was 
engendering. “ We caU it a society and go about professmg the 
totallest separation, isolation." ^ And Dickens puts into the 
mouth of Stephen Blackpool, the hero of Hard Times, the 
inarticulate wail, “ It is all confusion.*' Although, as a rule, 
the moral philosophers and reformers knew little of the importance 
and meaning of Chartism, and probably very few of them saw 
the factory system at work, yet they could not help discovering 
that this movement “ was the first open separation of interest, 
feeling, opimon, between the labouring portion of the common- 
wealth and all above them." ^ In the opinion of the conserva- 

1 Disraeli, SvM, book 11 , chap 5 ® Carlyle, Past and Present 

3 J. S Mill, Dissertations and Discussions, Vol II,, p. ■588"-9. 
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tive thinkers it was capital that had brought the nation to that 
pass: "'It is that the capitalist has found a slave that has 
supplanted the labour and ingenuity of man. Once he was an 
artisan; at the best, he now watches machines; and even 
that occupation slips from his grasp to the woman and the 
child. The capitahst flourishes, he amasses immense wealth; 
we smk lower and lower. . . . And yet they tell us that the 
interests of Capital and Labour are identical.'" ^ And in another 
passage he writes quite in the Coleridgean manner : Since the 
passing of the Reform Act the altar of Mammon has blazed 
with triple worship. To acquire, to accumulate, to plunder 
each other by virtue of philosophic phrases, to propose a Utopia 
to consist only of wealth and toil, this has been the breathless 
busmess of enfranchised England for the last twelve years, 
until we are startled from our voracious strife by the wail of 
intolerable serfage." ^ Another conservative writer, whose book 
made a deep impression on the leaders of the Oxford Movement 
and on the future leaders of Chnstian Socialism, proclaimed to 
the country that encouragement for capital and prevention for 
the (labounng) population had been " the two leading ideas 
with statesmen and legislators for the last thirty years. They 
have now succeeded in their object. While the privations and 
distress of the labounng classes have increased, the wealth of 
the upper classes has been constantly accumulating, and the 
capital of those classes constantly augmenting." ® 

The dismay at the deplorable state of the nation was followed 
by ardent attempts at the reassertion of authority and restora- 
tion of social peace by means of legislative measures and pnvate 
philanthropy. We owe to the poor of our land," said Lord 
Ashley in 1843, a weighty debt. We call them improvident and 
immoral; and many of them are so, but that improvidence 
and immorality are the results, in a great measure, of our neglect, 
and, in not a little, of our example."^ The Chartist struggles 

^ Disraeh, Sybil, bo(flc li , chap. 13 * Id, op. ext , book i., chap. 3. 

* Seeley, Pm7s of the Nation, 1843, p xii 

*Hodder, The Seventh Earl of Shaftesbury as Social Reformer, p, 
125. 
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and sufferings in the years between 1839 and 1842 were not fruit 
less. The claims of labour/' wrote Mill in 1845, “ have become 
the question of the day, and even the Legislature is invited, 
in each Session and with increasing urgency, to provide that the 
labouring classes shall earn more, work less, or have their lot 
in some way alleviated- . . . The stream at present flows in a 
multitude of small channels ; societies for the protection of 
needlewomen, of governesses, — associations to improve the 
buildings of the labouring classes, to provide them with baths, 
parks, and promenades, have started into existence. . , . But 
it is not in this spirit that the new schemes of benevolence are 
conceived. They are propounded as the beginning of a new 
moral order or an old order revived, in which the possessors of 
property are to resume their place as the paternal guardians of 
those less fortunate." ^ It was, however, by no means exclu- 
sively a time of social reform and philanthropy, Sadler, Lord 
Ashley, and their fnends were not alone on the national scene. 
The attempts at restoration of authority m Church and State 
were even more strenuous, and they gave rise to fierce literary 
polemics, parliamentary duels, heated theological controversies, 
as well as to the repression of revolution by means of treason 
tnals, imprisonment, and transportation. Looking behind all 
these various measures, one notices conservative thought brood- 
ing over the social chaos and searching for the kindly hght to 
lead the country to permanent and stable order, based on the 
authority either of the laws of God, or of historic tradition, or of 
some heroic personahty. 

Pleiades upon pleiades of religious and moral philosophers, 
learned theologians, and stirring poets and novelists appeared 
on the horizon. Hurrell Fronde, J H. Newman and W G. Ward, 
Carlyle, Lord John Manners and Benjamin Disraeli, Maurice, 
Kingsley, and Ludlow— all moving in the orbit of Conservatism, 
with Mill and Dickens as social Liberals and volunteers of the 
movement. All of them, without any exception, were either 
directly or indirectly under the influence of Coleridge. " Every 
Enghshman of the present day," testified Mill, a close and 
* I. S Mill, L c. 
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S5rmpathetic observer of those critical years, “ is by implication 
either a Benthamite or a Colendgean ; holds views of human 
affairs which can only be proved true on the pnnciples either of 
Bentham or of Coleridge/' Bentham swayed Liberahsm, 
Coleridge the thinking portion of Toryism. Mill forgot at that 
time the Chartists, who derived their principles neither from 
Bentham nor from Coleridge, but from Locke and Owen. A 
few years later, when writing and revising his Prtnctples of 
Political Economy, he made ample amends for his oversight, as 
we shall see in a later chapter. 

2.— THE OXFORD MOVEMENT AND YOUNG ENGLAND 

The social elements of the Oxford Movement were subordin- 
ated to theology. Hurrell Froude, John Henry Newman, and 
W. G Ward were mainly concerned with Church authority, 
and they beheved to have found it in a return to Roman Catho- 
licism. In retracing their steps to the origins of the Church, 
they rediscovered also the primitive Christian social and demo- 
cratic spmt, the quasi-sacramental character of poverty, and the 
stigma of wealth. Their fierce opposition to Liberalism on 
account of its anti-dogmatic attitude, its corrosive and negative 
forces, and its respect for pnvate and individual judgment, 
soon led them to join issue with individuahst political economy, 
which was supposed to teach Capital to sacrifice everything to 
the production of wealth. '' When the moral tone of the country 
is unchristianised," wrote Hurrell Froude, “ it is all one whether 
the poor were serfs by law, or citizens by law. Their poverty 
in both cases is equally weak, contemptible, and ridiculous. 
It devolves on the Church, therefore, to assist m her own courts 
the rights of the poor. She must exhibit a picture of Chnstian 
equality, and put the poor and helpless in that honourable 
position, which shall render anything that injures or degrades 
them an obvious offence against the Church and shocking to the 
common feelings of Christians." ^ With characteristic boldness 
he expressed his sympathy with the French Christian Socialists, 
a High Church Party in France, who are Republicans, and wish 
^ Quoted m W. G Ward, Id&al of a ChnsUan Church, p. 31. 



THE OXFORD MOVEMENT 


179 


for universal suffrage, on the ground that in proportion as the 
franchise falls lower the influence of the Church makes itself 
felt ; at present the hmits about coincide with those of the 
infidel faction/' ^ The idea that an extension of the franchise 
would weaken the Liberal influence in Parhament was on the 
Continent quite common. The most outspoken opponent of 
Liberal political economy was Newman. When he learned that 
these doctrines were being spread in Oxford, he indignantly 
rephed that they formed “ a categorical contradiction of our 
Lord, S. Paul, S. Chrysostom, S, Leo, and all saints.*' The 
pursuit of wealth and gam, the endeavour to accumulate the 
means of future subsistence and enjo5nnent, were not, as the 
pohtical economists were teaching, the great moral source of 
improvement, virtue, and happiness, but the root of all evil, 

and the poor, on the contrary, are blessed, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of God.** * 

On parallel lines with the Tractarians moved Young England, 
whose ideal was a regenerated feudal order of society. They 
looked back wistfully to the time, when — 

" Each knew his place-^king, peasant, peer, or priest. 

The greatest owned connection with the least ; 

From rank to rank the generous feeling ran. 

And linked society as man to man 

** Gone axe those days, and gone the ties that then 
Bound peers and gentry to their fellow men 
Now, m their place, behold the modern slave. 

Doomed, from the very cradle to the grave. 

To tread his lonely path of care and toil ; 

Bound, m sad truth, and bowed down to the soil, 

He dies, and leaves his sons their h^'itage — 

Work for their prime, and workhouse for their age.** * 

The poet is yearning for Church and Noble rule, for seeing 
the Holy Church once more in unity, for there is more happiness 
under her wings, though clouds of incense load the air, than in 

» Hurrell Froude, Remains, Vol I , p 312. 

* John Henry Newman, Idea of a University, ed. 1873, pp, 91-3 

• Lord John Manners, England's Trust, p. 16. 
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some murky English street or alley, where science tui ns man’s 
energies to gain. His indignation against capitalism, Liberal 
legislation, and matenalistic science reaches its most uncompro- 
mising expression in the famous lines — 

** Let wealth and commerce, laws and learnmg die, 

^ But leave us still our old Nobihty.'' ^ 

In practice, the men of Young England worked for social 
reform legislation with Lord Ashley. None of these movements 
aimed at the subversicm of private property, but were directed 
agamst the excesses of unregulated wealth-production. 

It was different with those ardent and tremendously serious 
Protestants, who created Christian Sociahsm Maurice, Kingsley, 
Ludlow, Vansittart Neale, and their friends, really meant to 
supplant the individualist and competitive system of property 
by co-operative socialist production. 

3. — CHRISTIAN SOCIALISM 

The central figure of the remarkable group of men, who created 
Chnstian Socialism in England, was Frederick Denison Maurice, 
towenng spiritually by head and shoulders over the rest.” * 
In nobihty and saintliness of character, m theological learning 
and subtlety of mtellect he may, perhaps, be compared with New- 
man. But the spheres of their work were poles asunder. Newman 
was a great ecclesiastic, essentially mediaeval in temper and 
mtellect, while Maurice, by his religious and social philosophy 
and intensely national feeling, represented one of the spiritual 
forces of the nineteenth century. As a Protestant and English- 
man, with a high political ideal, and more fully under the influence 
of Coleridge than Newman was, he desired to see Christianity 
not only a faith, but a deed. The Kmgdom of Christ was not 
to come, but to be realised. He believed that God had an 
educational plan for the world, by which the perfection of the 
individual and of the race was to be accomplished, that in the 
development of that plan each age of human history had its 
^ Ibtd,, p. 24 • J. M Ludlow, Economic Review^ October, 1 893 
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own work to do, that there was a Christian ideal of society,— 
nay, that the existing society, with its divinely created obliga- 
tions, was the best, if man could only pay reverent homage to 
those obligations ^ The Bible was not there only to be read and to 
edify individually, but to form, as Coleridge taught, the manual 
of the statesman. 2 God's order was mutual love and fellowship, 
while selfishness and competition were the direct results of man's 
disorder * " God's order seems to me more than ever the anta- 
gonist of man's systems : Christian socialism is in my mind the 
assertion of God's order." ® This is a remarkable sentence ; it 
translates a natural law doctrine into Chnstian terms. Human 
society," he further proclaimed, " is a body consisting of many 
members, not a collection of warring atoms ; true workmen must 
be fellow-workmen, not rivals ; a principle of justice, not of 
selfishness, must govern exchanges." Such dicta might have been 
enunciated by any of the leading Owenite writers But while 
they would have based them on rationalist and secularist prin- 
ciples, Maunce found them to be rooted in the teachings of the 
Gospel. After a discussion in an Owenite and Chartist meeting, 
in 1849, he wrote to Ludlow : — 

" I never heard a stronger witness for the power of the will 
to regulate and command circumstances than came from those 
socialist worshippers of circumstances. I thmk they should be 
made to feel that communism, in whatever sense it is a principle 
of the New Moral World, is a most important pnnciple of the 
old world, and that every monastic institution — ^properly so- 
called — ^was a communist institution for all intents and purposes. 
The idea of Christian commumsm has been a most vigorous and 
generative one in all ages, and must be destined to a full develop- 
ment in ours " * 

Maurice's mam idea was to socialise the Chnstian and to 
Chnstianise the socialist. Socialism appeared to him to be 

1 Charles W Stubbs, Charles Kingsley, 1899, Introduction 

* F D- Maurice, Kingdom of Christ, ed 1842 (Letter to D Coleridge). 

® F Maurice, Life of F D Maunce, second ed, Vol II , p 44- 

* Ibid , p 6-7 
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essentially the business of the Church and not of the State: 
" We want the Church fully to understand her own foundation, 
fully to work out the communism which is imphed in her existence. 
Church Reformation, therefore, in its highest sense, involves 
theologically the reassertion of these truths in their fulness, apart 
from their Calvinistical and Tractanan limitations and dilutions ; 
socially the assertion on the ground of these truths of an actually 
livmg commumty under Chnst, m which no man has a right to 
call anything that he has his own, but in which there is spiritual 
fellowship and practical co-operation/* ^ 

It is impossible not to discern in these announcements distinct 
traces of patristic and scholastic teachings. Maunce's studies of 
mediaeval philosophy evidently left deep impressions on his 
mind, and predisposed him to look favourably on the effort of 
the sociahst propagandists of the Chartist period. Indeed, as 
far as the socialist form of economic life is concerned, there was 
no difference between Maurice and the leading Owenites. On 
the other hand, he differed greatly from the political Chartists, 
for he was no democrat and condemned the doctrine of the 
sovereignty of the people as atheistic and subversive. Maurice 
was even prepared to serve, on the memorable April lo, 1848, 
as a special constable. He believed kingship to be of divme 
ongm. We cannot help regarding Maurice as a spiritual descend- 
ant of John Wycliffe. 

His friend and adherent, Charles Kmgsley, stands far behind 
his master in pomt of theological scholarship and socialist 
thought. He was essentially a poet, with the temperament of 
an agitator, — ^fervid, vehement, inconsistent in his views, easily 
moved by tales of misery and ready to attack any social evil 
that met his eye. But for his pohtical principles, which somehow 
were bound up with Conservatism, he might have been a revolu- 
tionary Chartist leader. He publicly called himself a Chartist," * 
although he was ready to eschew a thousand charters for the 
French cry of organisation of labour" into co-operative 
workshops* StiH, his revolutionary temper was unmistakable, and 

^ J. jMaurice, Life of F. D, Maunce, p. 10 

* lifrs, Kingsley, Letters and Memotfs, VoL I., p. 306, 
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he directed his mighty pen both against landed and capitalist 
sweaters. His Yeast deals with the former : — 

" Yon have sold the labouring man, squire, 

Body and soul to shame. 

To pay for your seat m the House, squire. 

And to pay for the feed of your game 
♦ » ♦ ♦ 

** When packed in on© reekmg chamber, 

Man, maid, mother, and little ones lay ; 

While the ram pattered on the rottmg bride-bed. 

And the walls let m the day. 

« * ♦ * 

** Our daughters with base-born babies 

Have wandered away in their shame; 

If your misses had slept, squire, where they did# 

Your misses might do the same ^ 

His Alton Locke is one great temble indictment of the merciless 
manufacturers, Kingsley, Maurice, and their fnends, who 
created Chnstian Sociahsm in England, were distinguished 
from the men of the Oxford and Young England movement by 
lookmg forward, and not backward. " My whole heart,*' wrote 
Kingsley, *‘is set, not bn retrogression, outward or inward, 
but on progression. . , . The new element is democracy, in 
Church and State. Waivmg the question of its evil or its good, 
we cannot stop it, — ^let us Christianise it instead." Yet, he 
was no democrat in the usual meaning of the term. He thought 
the real battle of the time was not Radical or Whig against 
Peehte or Tory, but the Church, the gentleman, the workman 
against the shopkeepers and the Manchester School.^ His 
devotion to the cause of Labour was boundless : "I would shed 
the last drop of my life blood for the social and political emancipa- 
tion of the people of England." ® His knowledge of Chartism 
was fairly wide. Alton Locke contams the history of this move- 
ment from 1844 to 1848, while Disraeh's Sybil is based on Chartism 
of the years from 1838 to 1843. 

1 Charles Kmgsley, Yeast, chap ii 
* Mrs Kingsley, op, cit., p 214-5 


» Id,, p. 184. 
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With Maunce and Kingsley worked J. M. Ludlow, who, 
having lived in Paris, possessed much knowledge of French 
sociaksm. On March 2, 1848, he reported to Maurice that social- 
ism was a real and very great power among the Parisian workmen, 
and that it must be Christianised or it would shake Christianity 
to its foundation, precisely because it appealed to the higher 
and not to the lower instincts of man,^ 

Among the other members of the Christian socialist movement 
may be mentioned E Vansittart Neale, an ardent co-operator, 
who supplied the funds necessary for socialist co-operative 
experiments ; Thomas Hughes, the author of Tom Bromn*s 
Schooldays; Charles Blackford Mansfield, a young scientist 
and mystic, who inspired Kmgsley with the idea of sanitary 
reform ; Charles Sully and Lloyd Jones, both socialist workmen, 
who organised co-operative shops and propagated the ideas of 
the movement among the working-men. ^ 

They formed altogether a remarkable group of men — Pleaders 
and officers, but without any army behind them. 

The first manifestations of the movement date from April 10, 
1848. On that memorable day Kingsley met Ludlow, who 
called upon Maurice to report to him the fate of the final struggle 
of Chartism. Two days later Kingsley issued a manifesto to 
the London workmen, and on May 6, 1848, the first number of 
the weekly, Politics for the People, was issued. Maurice wrote 
the prospectus, explaining their aim and end to consist in the 
establishment of a union between social life and Christianity. 
Under the pseudon5m ''Parson Lot,'' Kmgsley contributed a 
letter to the Chartists : " My quarrel with the Charter is that it 
does not go far enough. I want to see you free ; but I do not 
see how what you ask for will give you what you want. You 
mistake legislative reform for social reform, or that men’s hearts 
can be changed by Act of Parliament. ... It disappointed me 
bitterly when I read it. , . . The French cry of Organisation of 
Labour is worth a thousand of it, and yet that does not go to 

1 F Maunce, Life of F D Maurice, Vol I., p. 458 

2 Compare J. M. Ludlow, Economic Review, October, 1893, ^.nd 
January, 1894. ' 
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the bottom of the matter by many a mile '' He complains that 
many of the Chartists were trying to do God's work with the 
devil's tools. Nevertheless, he believed that the time was near 
when those glorious old words were to be fulfilled : Thou, 
Lord, hast heard the desire of the poor. Thou preparest their 
hearts, and Thine ear hearkeneth thereto, to help the fatherless 
and poor unto their right that the man of the world be no more 
exalted against Thee ” 

Although the paper was exceedmgly well written, and had 
about 2,000 subscribers, its career was cut short after four months. 
The reason of its rapid extmction has never been explained. 
It must be assumed, however, that the vast majority of its 
subscribers were not workmen, for whom the paper was intended. 
The summer of 1848 was a time of severe persecutions of all 
revolutionary elements , the Chartist masses were not in a 
mood to take advice from clergymen and members of the upper 
classes. Among the contributors to Politics for the People 
were : Maurice, Kingsley (Parson Lot), J. M. Ludlow (John 
Townsend), Archbishop Whateley, Archbishop Trench, Bishop 
Thirlwall, Dean Stanley, Dr Guy, Sir Edward Strachey. Most of 
them wrote anon5nnously or under a pseudonym. The editors 
consoled themselves — 

“ There is no failure for the good and wise • 

What though thy seed should fall by the wayside 
And the birds snatch it ; yet the birds are fed , 

Or they may bear it far across the tide, 

To give rich harvest after thou art dead.” 

In the year 1849 Maurice and Kingsley attended meetings of 
Chartists, and in 1850 they issued Tracts on Christian Socialism 
The term Christian Socialism " had not been used before that 
time. Maurice,^ wntmg to Ludlow in January, 1850, declares : 

We must not beat about the bush. What right have we to 
address the English people ? We must have something special 
to tell them, or we ought not to speak. Tracis on Christian 


Maurice, Life of F, D. Mauncc, Vol. II,, p 35. 
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Soctahsm is, it seems to me, the only title which will define our 
object, and will commit us at once to the conflict we must engage 
in sooner or later with the unsocial Chnstian and the unchristian 
socialist." 

The Tracts were no more successful than the Pohtics, On 
November 2, 1850, the weekly, Chrxshan Sociahst, was started, 
in which Ludlow developed the pnnciples of the movement. 
Socialism and Christiamty were m their nature not hostile, but 
akin to each other. Christianity, however feeble and torpid it 
might seem to many just now, was but as an eagle shedding its 
worn-out plumage and putting on new (Sociahsm) to spread 
ere long its mighty wings for a broader and heavenher flight. 
" Socialism without Christianity, on the one hand, is as hfeless 
as the feathers without the bird, and therefore easily blown off. 
Christianity, on the other hand, when stripped of socialism, is 
chiUy and helpless.” The Christian gospel was wholly incom- 
patible with a pohtical economy which proclaimed self-interest 
to be the very pivot of social action. The principle of buying 
cheap and selling dear ; the system of trade, based on the idea 
of taking more from our neighbour than we gave him, were 
inimical to the teachings of Christianity, The aim of the 
Christian socialist movement was to substitute fair pnces and 
hvmg wages for false cheapness and starvation. Its watch- 
words were, ” Association and Exchange ” instead of competition 
for profit. 

The Christian Socialist expired at the end of 1851. In the 
meantime a dozen small co-operative workshops were estab- 
lished, which could not withstand the impact of capitalist 
competition. Besides, there is no worse human material to 
experiment with than the remnants of a defeated revolutionary 
movement. Embittered and demoralised, they are a thorn in 
the side of their old fnends as well as their new ones. The chief 
speaker and missionary of the Chnstian socialists, Lloyd Jones, 
an old Owenite and tailor, was sent to Lancashire for the purpose 
of winning adherents for the movement. In a protracted public 
discussion with Ernest Jones, the Chartist leader, he was utterly 
defeated. The workmen flatly refused to pay any attention 
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to the Christian socialist arguments.^ They were still clamouring 
for the Charter, — ^for political power in order to use it as an instru- 
ment for the socialisation of the means of production. 

Their failure to gam adherents among the Chartists and the 
onslaughts levelled against them by Conservative writers^ induced 
Maunce, Kingsley, and Hughes to change The Christtan Socialhi 
into The Journal of Assoc^ahon (1852) and to devote their 
energies to the dissemination of co-operative principles only. 
In 1854 the Christian sociahst movement was at an end. Their 
efforts were, however, not quite meffectual. They contributed 
to the legahsation of co-operative enterpnse, to the promotion 
of sanitary reform, and to the furtherance of education among 
the London workmen by founding the Working Men's College, 
where some of the most famous men of art and science acted as 
teachers, among them being Ruskm, Tyndall, D. G. Rossetti, 
Madox Brown, and J. R. Seeley. 

4. — ^J. S. MILL AND RICHARD JONES 

The last years of Chartist class warfare and the ferment of 
1848 have also left an indelible impress upon British economic 
literature. An attempt was made to extend the bounds of 
pohtical economy, so as to include sociological problems, or even 
to make economics the basis of sociology. Two of its economic 
writers, John Stuart Mill and Rev. Richard Jones, were prompted 
to lend expression to sociological thoughts and speculations 
which were quite new m learned circles of acknowledged adherents 
of the existing order. 

The disciple of Ricardo and Bentham was constrained to admit 
that all the mechanical inventions and general progress had hardly 
lightened the day's toil of the worker, and that they but enabled 
a greater number of people to hve a life of drudgery and imprison- 
ment, and an mcreased number of manufacturers and other 
middle class men to make fortunes {Principles, 1869, book iv., 

^ An account of this debate is given m Chnsttan Sociahst, December 
20 and 27, 1851 

* Quarterly Review, October, 1851, p. 523 
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di. VI., sec. 2^). Mill rightly discerned the effect of Chartism, 
when he declared that thfe working classes had now taken their 
interests mto their own hands, and were perpetually showmg 
that they thought the mterests of the employers to be not 
identical with their own, but opposite to them. While reforms 
and the organisation of the working classes might alter the 
distribution of the produce to their advantage, the present class 
relations could not permanently last. I cannot think,'' he 
declares, “ that the working classes will be permanently contented 
with the condition of labounng for wages as their ultimate state. 
... In the present stage of human progress, when ideas of 
equality are daily spreading more widely among the poorer 
classes, and can no longer be checked by anything short of the 
active suppression of prmted discussion and even of freedom 
of speech, it is not to be expected that the division of the human 
race into two hereditary classes, employers and employed, can 
be permanently maintained " {Ih%d , book iv ch. 7). These 
relations were unsatisfactory both to the employers and employed. 
An open or secret war raged between them, to the detriment of 
the country. On neither side was there any justice or fairness, 
and it would sooner or later become insupportable to the employ- 
mg classes to live in close and hourly contact with persons whose 
mterests and feehngs are in hostility to them. Capitahsts are 
as much mterested as labourers in placmg the operations of 
industry on such a footmg that those who labour for them may 
feel the same interest in the work which is felt by those who 
labour on their own account " {Ihid , book iv., ch. 7) 

MiH was groping his way towards socialism He witnessed 
the class warm Great Britain and France, and the rise of Labour 
to importance, and arrived at the conviction that a tolerable 
arrangement might be effected through some form of part- 
nership of Labour as a means to the economic education of the 
masses, as a stage in the process towards complete socialism. 
“ The form of association, however, which if mankind continue 

^The Principles appeared m 1848 The book was revised m 
the successive editions, but not materially altered The changes 
made in the second edition (1849) were all in favour of socialism 
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to improve, must be expected in the end to predominate, is . . . 
the association of labourers themselves on terms of equality, 
collectively owning the capital with which they carry on their 
operations, and working under managers elected and removable 
by themselves,"' according to the theories found in the writings 
of Owen and Louis Blanc {Ihid,, book iv. ch. 7). 

Even more interesting, from a theoretical point of view, are 
the observations of Rev. Richard Jones. He was the successor 
of Robert Malthus in the chair of political economy at the 
East India College at Haileybury, and may be regarded as the 
pioneer of the historical school of political economy in Great 
Britain. Unlike Mill, he wrote relatively little, but his literary 
remains bear the impress of an original mind. Probably owing 
to his position as professor and his relations with the Government 
of the period, he never allowed his thoughts and Celtic tempera- 
ment full play. In his Text-Book of Lectures,'^ pubhshed in 1852, 
while deahng with capital and wages, he mcidentally remarks : 
“ The first capitalist employers — those who first advance the 
wages of labour from accumulated stock, and seek a revenue in 
the shape of profits from such advance^ — ^have been ordinarily a 
class distinct from the labourers themselves. A state of things 
may hereafter exist, and parts of the world may be approaching 
to it, under which the labourers and the owners of accumulated 
stock may be identical ; but in the progress of nations which 
we are now observing, we see ... a body of employers who 
pay the labourers by advances of capital out of the returns to 
which the owners aim at realising a distinct revenue. This 
may not be as desirable a state of things as that in which labourers 
and capitalists are identified ; but we must stiU accept it as con- 
stituting a stage in the march of industry, which has hitherto 
marked the progress of advancing nations." ^ 

Capitahsm is thus but a stage in the economic development 
of mankmd. Moreover, the great political, social, moral, and 
intellectual changes are inseparably connected with changes in 

^ Richard Jones, Literary Remains, edited by Wilham WheweU, 
D.D London, 1859, pp. 339“53i- 

^Ibid,^^, 445 (Lecture IV) 
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the economic organisation of communities. Political economy 
is, theiefore, not merely science of capital, profits, rents, and 
wages, but the basis of social science. For, economic changes 
necessarily exercise a commanding influence over the different 
political and social elements to be found m the populations 
where they take place ; that influence extends to the intellectual 
character, to the habits, manners, morals, and happiness of 
nations. * . . There is a close connection between the economic 
and social organisation of nations and their power of produc- 
tion.””^ 

The whole Lecture IV. is very curious. It contains also the 
germs of that philosophy of social evolution which the Marxists 
call the Materialist Conception of history. It is a delicate 
balancing between capitalism and anti-capitalism. It is a strong 
reflex of the stirrmg events and thoughts of the Chartist period. 

5. — CONCLUDING REMARKS 

After a desperate contest of thirty years' duration, Chartism 
had come to an end. It had not been a struggle of a plebs for 
equal rights with the patriciate to spoliate and enslave other 
classes and nations, but a class war aiming at the overthrow 
of the capitalist society and putting production, distnbution, 
and exchange on a co-operative basis. The working-class was 
apparently defeated. 

Baffled and exhausted through erratic leadership, untold 
sacrifices, and want of proper mental mumtions, they retired 
from the field of battle, bleedmg and decimated, but httle aware 
of the great results they had achieved. They only saw shattered 
ideals and broken hopes that lay strewn on the long path they 
had been marching and counter-marching from 1825 to 1855, 
not knowing that it was from the wreckage and dihm of those 
shattered ideals that the material was gathered for building 
and paving the road of soaal progress. 

The advance which Great Britain had made in those thirty 
years m social reform and democracy was enormous. The 
Chartist period witnessed the first real Factory Act (1833), the 
Ibid,, pp. 405-fi. 
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first mining law for the protection of child and female labour 
(1842), the Ten Hours day (1847), thexeduction of the newspaper 
stamp (1836), the abolition of the Com Laws (1846), the repeal 
of the Corresponding Acts (1846). It bequeathed to the working 
classes the co-operative store and co-operative production, more 
successful trade umons, and mtemational sentiments. It forced 
the thmkmg men of the nation to regard the labour problem as a 
serious subject for mvestigation and discussion. FmaUy, it 
imbued the thmkmg portion of the workmg class with the con- 
viction that Liberalism must first do its work, before Labour 
could come into its own, both in the legislature and in the factory. 
In short, from the catastrophes of 1832, 1834, 1839, 1842, and 
1848 the lesson emerged that the revolutionary jiolicy of all 
or nothmg," of a sweeping triumph by one gigantic effort, of con- 
tempt for reform and of the supreme value of a total and radical 
subversion of the old order, were foredoomed to failure. The 
generation that succeeded Chartism went into Gladstone's camp 
and refused to leave it either for the social Tor5nsm of Benjamin 
Disraeh or for the social revolution of Karl Marx. 




PART IV 


MODERN SOCIALISM 
(1855-1939) 




X 

MAIN CURRENTS OF^THE PERIOD 

The period with which we are now going to deal, while, on the 
whole, less stirring, is more complicated, and of much more 
vital importance than any of the foregoing periods. We are 
leaving, as it were, the antiquities of socialist speculation and 
tlxe childhood of Labour, and are nearing the recent past and 
the immediate present. We have now to do with problems 
of modern society which are touchmg the very life of the nation 
It might, therefore, be expedient, for a better comprehension 
of the totality of the penod, to give, before entering into details, 
a broad outhne of its tendencies and struggles. 

From the angle of vision of the socialist historian the sixty- 

five years from 1855 to 1920 exhibit three distinct phases : 

# 

I. — ^ZENlTH OF LIBERALISM 

Unchallenged reign of liberal thought, and partly apathetic, 
partly active adherence of Labour to the existing order. The 
twenty years following upon the collapse of Chartism formed 
the golden age of middle class Liberahsm. The glamour 
of its doctrmes as set forth by Mill in his essay. On Liberty^ the 
phenomenal growth of British trade and commerce, the unrivalled 
position of Great Britain as the workshop of the world, made 
British Liberalism the lodestar of aU nations striving for freedom 
and wealth. Competition as the regulator of economic relations, 
free trade as the international bond of peace and goodwill, 
individual liberty as the sacred ideal of national pohtics, reigned 
supreme, and under their weight the entire formation of social 
revolutionary ideas of the past disappeared from view. The 
working classes formed a part of triumphant Liberalism. 

Gladstone, surveymg his hosts in 1866, appeared quite justi- 
fied in telling his Conservative opponents that there was no use 

195 
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fighting against the social forces, “ which move onwards in their 
might and majesty and which . . . are marshalled on our side/' ^ 
He might have addressed the same eloquent words to the leaders 
of the International Working Men's Assoaation, who with Karl 
Marx at their head, were precisely at that time making a senous 
attempt to resuscitate Chartism and detach the masses from the 
Liberal Party. Socialism and independent labour politics came 
to be regarded as exotic plants which could never flourish on 
British soil. 

The trade unions renounced all class warfare and merely 
tried to use their new citizenship (1867) and their growing 
economic organisation — ^the first trade union congress took 
place in 1869 — ^with a view to influencmg the distribution of the 
national wealth in their favour. Their aim and end was that 
of a class strivmg for equality with the possessmg and ruling 
classes. It was, despite some struggle for the legalisation of 
trade unionism, a period of soaal peace, and it lasted till about 
1880. 


2, — ^LIBERAL LABOUR. BIRTH OF STATE SOCIALISM 

The second phase is characterised by the rise of Labour to a 
junior partnership with the Liberal Party and the birth and 
growth of State and municipal socialism and new imionism. From 
1875 the lustre of Liberalism began to grow dim, and in the 
years between 1880 and 1890 its madequacy became apparent.* 
The years 1873 and 1874 witnessed big strikes in mining, manu- 
facturing, and agricultural districts ; they saw the entrance 
of working men mto Parliament. On the heels of these 
ommous events came economic depression ; free trade 
had not secured prosperity. Competition had proved des- 
tructive not only of the unfit, but of the less favoured by 
fortune ; large capital crushed small capital, regardless of the 
qualities of their possessors. Foreign competition, mainly 

1 Quoted in John Motley’s Life of Gladstone, ed. 1908, Vol. I., 
p. 627. 

* C/. John Motley, in Fortmghtly Review, April, 1882, pp. 503-4, 
October, 1882, pp. 533-4. 
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American and German, fostered by protective tariffs, was making 
itself increasingly felt to Bntish manufacturers and agricultural 
interests. Combination and mutual protection were gradually 
coming to be regarded as superior to the competitive systems. 
The propositions of orthodox political economy were seriously 
questioned. Land reform movements grew in strength. The 
term Nattonahsakon ^ was created. Socialist organisations 
sprang up : the Social Democratic Federation, founded by 
H. M. H5mdman, propagatmg the Marxian doctnne of class 
war ; the Fabian Society, with Sidney Webb as its foremost 
exponent, trymg to apply sociahsm to practical pohtics ; the 
Independent Labour Party, working with might and main, 
under the leadership of James Keir Hardie, to discredit the old 
Liberal-Labour leaders, to imbue the younger trade union 
officials with the spirit of socialism. They were years of a 
severe contest between liberalism and socialism for the soul 
of the workmg-class. 

As long as Gladstone was active, the socialist efforts met with 
little success. Gladstone, on whose mind the social criticism 
of the early 'forties had left an indehble impression,^ never lost 
sight of organised Labour, and whenever he saw it movmg 
towards class warfare and socialism he spared no effort to lead 
it back to peaceful waters. He was the most potent personal 
force of Liberal Labounsm. His influence among the trade 
umonists was amazing. And they received from him political 
recogmtion as soon as they became an indispensable part of 
Liberahsm, that is, from 1886. It was Gladstone who raised 
working men to the rank of Ministers, thus inaugurating the era 
which has finally thrown open the gates of the Cabinet to Labour 
leaders and sociahsts. The growing strength of socialism and 
Labour politics since 1880 may be gauged by the treatment 
which prominent trade uniomsts and socialists received at various 
times at the hands of Liberal Governments. In 1834 William 
Godwin, the anarchist communist author of Pohkcal Justice, 
received an appomtment as gentleman usher ; m 1849 Samuel 
Bamford, the Radical weaver and one of the leaders of the 
1 See supra, Part III., p 140. 

IN 
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demonstration at Peterloo, was made doorkeeper at Somerset 
House. Such was in those times the remuneration of socialists 
and labour leaders, whom the Governments delighted to honour. 
In 1886 Henry Broadhurst, the Labour heutenant of Gladstone, 
was appomted Under-Secretary of State ; in 1892 Thomas Burt, 
Parhamentary Secretary ; m 1906 John Burns entered the 
Cabmet. The difference between a doorkeeper of a Government 
buildmg and a member of the Cabinet indicates the rise in the 
value of socialism and Labour politics from 1834 to 1906. 

3. — INDEPENDENT LABOUR. REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM 

Liberal-labour was declining since X900. In that year the 
Labour Party was formed, and under the leadership of J. R. 
MacDonald, Hardie, and Pete Curran it rapidly developed. In 
1906 the Party entered Parliament as an independent pohtical 
force Chartism revived, and the nation found itself soon in 
the grip of a widespread Labour unrest, which has been going on 
increasing in volume and revolutionary fervour, the motive 
power of which appears to be a more or less conscious striving 
for industrial democracy, for control of production, — ^an aim 
to be attained no more by State sociahsm or collectivism, but 
through direct action, through subordinatmg parliamentary 
methods to economic warfare. The new phase has already 
produced a host of leaders and writers, the most prominent 
of whom is G. D. H. Cole. The British Labour movement has 
never attracted so many intellectuals as at present. Hands 
and brams are unitedly at work towards some shape of a socialist 
reconstruction of the economic foundation and governmental 
system of society. They but form, under various names, a 
part of the general Labour unrest that is convulsing the civihsed 
world. The social crisis is practically universal. 

The whole movement appears to be the inevitable outcome of 
the contrast between political and legal equality on the one hand 
and industrial dependence and insecurity of existence on the 
other. PohticaJly sovereign in the legislature, the workman 
is a mere hireling in the workshop ; he can make and unmake 
Governments, but has no say whatever in the arrangement of his 



INDEPENDENT LABOUR 


199 


daily work. Political power without economic power is, there- 
fore, in his eyes a mockery and dangerous delusion. He now 
desires some part in the control of the production, just as he 
desired, a half a century ago, a part in the making of the laws 
The mentality of the workmg classes is now passmg from pohtics 
to economics, and from economics to social ethics. They are 
no longer wiUmg to be treated as a commodity. The older 
socialists, as we know, used to argue against the wage system 
on economic grounds ; they said that labour as a commodity 
differed from other commodities by not only affording value for 
value, but by producing surplus value. The present-day 
socialist or revolutionary trade unionists or guild socialists, while 
agreemg with their predecessors, are argumg that labour differs 
from other commodities also by being inseparably bound up 
with a human soul. The workmg classes have grown in moral 
and intellectual stature, and are askmg the nation to regard and 
treat them as free personalities. It is an appeal on economic 
as well as moral grounds 

Keeping this general outline in view, we shall now proceed to 
treat the various phases in detail, describing the events and move- 
ments as well as exhibiting the theories underlying them. 



XI 

INTERNATIONALISM AND LIBERAL LABOUR 


I. — ^YEARS OF APATHY 

The ten years after the failure of Chartism were a period of 
calm. All efforts to revive the movement proved ineffectual. 
Moreover, the working classes seemed to have abandoned politics 
altogether, and turned their attention to trade uniomsm and 
co-operation. Radical pohticians, like Cobden and Bnght, 
deplored the political indifference of the working classes and 
confessed themselves powerless to stir them into activity. The 
rulmg classes, mindful of the Chartist agitations, attempted 
to introduce moderate measures of franchise refonns, but they 
met with no response from the masses ^ In i86r, Cobden 
complained that the working men were '' so quiet under the 
taunts and insults offered them. Have they no Spart^cus 
among them to head a revolt of the slave class against their 
political tormentors ? I suppose it is the reaction from the 
foUies of Chartism which keeps the present generation so 
quiet,” * Even in 1863 Cobden descnbed the conditions of the 
workers as that of political inertia. Two years later, however, 
we find the working men m full activity for suffrage reform, 
and in 1867 in possession of the franchise ^ 

This rapid transformation appears to have been the result of 
the stirnng events m the sphere of mternational pohtics — ^the 
American Civil War and the Pohsh insurrection, and of the 
agitation of the International Working Men's Association. The 
thinkmg portion of the British working men retained as a legacy 
from the Chartist period strong sympathies for progressive 
movements abroad. Dunng the American Civil War they 

^ John Morley, Ltfe of Gladstone, popular ed., 1908, I., p 623. 

* John Morley, Life of Cobden, ed. 1903, p 829. 
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demonstrated their sympathies for the Northern States ; in the 
time of the Polish insurrection of 1863 they were heart and soul 
with the Poles ; the Italians struggling to be free could always 
rely on the friendly feelings of British Labour, and when Gan- 
baldi came to London they gave him a royal welcome. The 
working classes, once set m motion, were soon drawn into the 
agitation for suffrage reform. Under the auspices of the London 
Trades a Sufeage Association was formed in 1864, which was 
turned into the Reform League, the efficient mstrument that 
caused the Government to introduce and carry the Second 
Reform Bill and change the United Kingdom into a Democracy. 
The close connection between internationalism and the reform 
agitation is most clearly exhibited by the fact that the same men 
who organised public meetings and demonstrations in favour 
of the anti-slavery Northern States, of the Poles and the Italians, 
were also the leaders of the Reform League — George Odger, 
W Randall Cremer, and Robert Applegarth. They were like- 
wise some of the most promment members of the International 
Working Men's Association. 

Intemationahsm was no less potent a factor in the economic 
sphere of the Labour movement. The sympathy of the advanced 
sections of the French working classes with Poland and Italy, 
coupled with the desire of their leaders to learn something of 
English trade unionism, caused them to utilise their visit to 
the International Exhibition in London m 1862 for entering 
into closer communication with the London Labour leaders. 
After an exchange of addresses in 1863, it was decided to convene 
a conference in London for the purpose of forming an International 
Association of Working Men. This conference took place in 
the fourth week of September, 1864, and settled the main 
question. In order to afford the London working men an 
opportunity of welcoming their foreign fnends, and to seal the 
bond of friendship between the French and British workmg 
classes, it was resolved to hold a pubhc meeting on September 28, 
and to invite the representatives of all working men's societies 
domiciled in London to attend either as guests or speakers. 
Among the representatives who accepted the invitation and 
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attended the meeting was Karl Marx, whose knowledge of working 
class economics and whose hterary abilities predestined him for 
the intellectual leadership of the new organisation. 

2. — KARL MARX 

Several circumstances have combmed to render it necessary 
to deal with Marx {1818-1883) as one of the decisive personal 
factors of modem sociahsm in Great Britain. First, the best 
part of his life (1849-1883) was spent m London, where he 
gathered the elements of his economic system, partly from the 
writings of the Ricardian school and partly from the anti-capital- 
ist thinkers who m the first half of the last century directed their 
cntical shafts against the new social stmcture which arose out of 
the Industrial Revolution.^ Marx gathered up then* fragmentary 
views, gave them logical coherence and sequence, and embodied 
them into his system * he was the executor of the testament they 
had left. Secondly, Chartism and British mdustrial life were 
the inductive material from which he drew his sociological 
conclusions and upon which he based his hypotheses. Thirdly, 
the nse of modern sociahsm m Great Britain since 1882, as 
well as the whole Labour unrest since 1907, as far as their leaders 
have been attempting to give them a theoretical foundation, are 
inseparably linked to Marxism. 

The teachmgs of Marx divide into three parts {a) Sociological 
law of history, or the materialist conception of history ; (6) class 
warfare and its meanmg ; (c) evolution of capitalism. 

{a) Matenakst conception of history. 

Even a mere glance at human history shows that man, from 
period to period, has held diferent views of morahty, rehgion, 
philosophy, law, government, trade, and commerce ; that he has 
had diverse and different social and governmental arrangements ; 
that he has undergone a whole senes of struggles, wars, and 

^ Cf supra, ’Poxtll 245-70 In the last fifteen years of his 
life, Marx wrote a vigorous and brilliant English, even better than 
German In his German writmgs of that period the Enghsh syntax 
predommates, which is sufficient proof that he no longer thought in 
German, but m English. 
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migrations. What is the snfiftcieixt cause and reason of this baffling 
diversity and restlessness, of those various changes of human 
thought and action ? Marx raises that question not for the purpose 
of investigating the psychological ongm of the ideas underl5nng 
those arrangements and movements, but with a view to finding 
the motive power that is causing the changes and revolutions 
of the essentials and forms of the mental and social phenomena. 
He is much less interested m the ongm and statics of things 
than in theii d5mamics : he is searching for the dynamic law of 
history. 

Marx replies : The prime motive power causing the changes 
of human consciousness and, consequently, of the social arrange- 
ments, cannot be found in human reason nor in any transcendental 
idea or divme inspiration, but in the material conditionsof life, that 
IS, m the way in which man, as a social being, produces the means 
of life. Of all categories of the material conditions of existence 
the most important is production of the necessary means of hfe. 
This depends on the forces of producHon, which are partly in- 
animate (soil, water, climate, raw materials, tools, and machines) 
and partly personal (labourers, inventors, discoverers, engineers, 
and raaal quaUties). The foremost place among the productive 
forces belongs to the manual and mental labourers ; they are 
in the capitalist society the real creators of exchange-value. 
The next place of importance is taken by technology ; it is an 
eminently-.alteratmg and revolutionising force in society. These 
forces are operating under conditions of production, that is, under 
laws of property, political arrangements and class relations, 
habits and manners, moral and intellectual conceptions, created 
by man in conformity with, and for the purpose of promoting 
the operation of the productive forces. Or in other words 
In response to the stimuli of the productive forces man builds 
up the social order, government, rehgion, morality, art, philo- 
sophy, and saence. The material production is the substructure 
or the groundwork, while the corresponding political, religious, 
moral, philosophical, and scientific systems are the superstructure, 
the upper stories of society. The substructure is matenal, the 
superstructure is the psychical reflex and effect. 
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It is well to keep in mind the two Marxist concepts . pro- 
ducUve forces and conditions of production. The former are, 
in the mam, gifts of nature, the latter are created by man, under 
the stimulus of the productive forces, according to his moral 
and intellectual quahties. Man, even the most heroic, is not 
the sovereign maker and lawgiver of social life, but its executive ; 
he can but comprehend the matenal forces operatmg in the 
groundwork of society and give their tendencies and require- 
ments pohtical, legal, institutional, intellectual, and emotional 
expression and effect. 

When the productive forces expand and improve, in con- 
sequence either of the acquired greater skill and productive 
capacity of the workpeople through mechanical inventions 
and application of science to trade and industry, or of geographical 
discoveries and extension of the markets, — ^when, therefore, 
the productive forces are undergomg changes and the substructure 
of society is being altered, the old conditions of production 
(the laws, institutions, and systems of thought) gradually turn 
into impediments and cease altogether to satisfy the require- 
ments of the productive forces and social hfe For the old 
conditions of production were m harmony only with productive 
forces that are disappearing. With the unfolding of the new 
productive forces, the contrast, friction, and opposition between 
them and the old conditions of production grow keener The 
superstructure ceases to respond to the new forces. Society is 
out of gear. A social crisis has arisen, smce the institutions, 
class relations, and systems of thought are more conservative 
and cling to the old forms Society enters on a revolutionary 
period, the symptoms and operating effects of which are the 
spread of dissatisfaction, unrest, class warfare, nse of new 
thinkers and prophets who m an apparently strange dialect 
and m accordance with their temperament, knowledge, and 
character attempt to interpret the crisis and to teach how to 
reorganise the conditions of production m the light of the new 
productive forces The old social formation, however, does not 
go under unless and until the new productive forces have grown 
in volume and matuiity, so as to form a solid groundwork for 
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the new superstructure which is gradually being formed and 
erected in the storm and stress of class warfare, in the shock 
and clash of intellectual and moral controversies.^ 

The evolutionary view of society Marx acquired from Hegel, 
who regarded nature and history as being involved in a process 
of evolution inherently propelled by the Idea (a mystical God) 
to create and negate and recreate one stage after another, and 
each higher than the other, m eternal progression ; each stage 
creatmg its own antagomsm which negates it, at the same time 
creatmg a new and higher stage. Hegel called this -land of 
evolution the dialectical process, and the three stages he named 
the positive (or thesis), the negation (or antithesis), and the 
negation of negation (or. synthesis), 

Marx adheres to this formula and regards the Hegelian dia- 
lectics as a true statement of the formal process of evolution, 
but in the place of the Idea he puts the economic forces as the 
predominant d5mamic agency of human society and its history 
He argues : “ What else does the history of ideas prove, than that 
intellectual production changes its character in proportion as 
material production is changed ? The rulmg ideas of each age 
have ever been the ideas of its rulmg class. When people speak 
of ideas that revolutionise society they do but express the 
fact that within the old society the elements of a new one have 
been created, and that the dissolution of the old ideas keeps 
even pace with the dissolution of the conditions of existence 
When the ancient world was in its last throes, the ancient 
religions were overcome by Christianity When Christian ideas 
succumbed m the eighteenth century to rationalist ideas, feudal 
society fought its death-battle with the then revolutionary 
bourgeoisie. The ideas of religious liberty and freedom of con- 
science, merely gave expression to the sway of free competition 

^Marx has nowhere given a systematic view of his sociology 
The only attempt he ever made m this respect is to be found in the 
Preface to his Critique of Political Economy, 1859 (German) Aphor- 
istic remarks on the subject are scattered in Mishe de la Philosophie, 
1847, Communist Manifesto, 1848, and in footnotes to the Cai)ital, 
etc. 
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within the domain of knowledge." ^ Or again : " It is not the 
consciousness of man that determines his social existence, but 
quite the reverse ; it is his social existence that determines his 
consciousness " ® 

{b) Class struggle a‘,ii its ircanirg 

Since the rise of private property, society has been divided 
into classes. Marx classifies the various elements of society 
according to their economic charactenstxcs, since the economic 
factor is of commanding influence. A class is a group of persons 
who draw their means of livelihood from the same economic 
source. Modern society is, in the mam, divided mto two classes. 
The groups of persons whose source of living is labour-power 
constitute the working-class , the groups of persons whose 
source of hving is property (soil, houses, mmes, factones, means 
of transport, commercial concerns) form the capitahst class. 
The fact that some members of the working-class draw dividends 
from their co-operative stores and copartnerships or interest 
from the savings bank, or that members of the capitalist class 
draw an income from payments and fees for superintendence, 
orgamsmg activity, or directorship, does not invalidate the 
classification, for, on the whole, the workman's main interest 
turns upon wages as the price of his labour power, while the mam 
interest of the capitahst centres round his property and its 
profits Of course, anyone is at hberty to classify society into 
other groups , he may classify it into good and bad, phflistine 
and aiftist, white and black, etc. ; but he must show ^at such 
classifications have a decisive effect on the development and 
dynamics of social hfe 

Society, then, consists, accordmg to Marx, of two classes, one 
possessing labour-power only, the other the means of production. 
Between these two classes there is an irreconcilable opposition 
of interests. The opposition is, before all, of an economic nature. 
The wage-workers, as the possessors of labour power, desire to 
seE their only commodity for as high a price (wage) as possible, 

^ Communist Manifesto, Enghsh edition, 1888, pp. 

* Kntik der PohHschen Oekonomie, 1859, preface. 
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while the possessors of capital endeavour to buy it for as low a 
price as possible This opposition, being economic, is funda- 
mental, but has, at first, no revolutionary influence on the 
mentality of the working classes. It is, apparently, an opposition 
like any other in civil life, between buyers and sellers of any 
commodity. At bottom, however, the difference is very great, 
for the possessor of the commodity labour-power is not in a 
position to bargain ; if he does not sell his commodity he 
starves. The possessor of capital is thus able to starve the 
labourer into submission. The possession of capital reveals 
itself as a social power of the first magnitude. 

This opposition and manifestation, which even Adam Smith 
clearly perceived, leads at first to the organisation of trade 
unions or to the incipient stage of class antagonism. There 
occur trade disputes and mdustrial conflicts, but these need not 
and will not assume the character of a class war, unless and until 
the working class recognise that their precanous condition is 
not mcidental and transitory, but an inevitable effect of the 
capitalist system of society ; that their economic infenonty 
cannot be mended as long as that system prevails ; and, finally, 
that that system can be superseded by a dif erent one, in which 
the means of production are in the control and possession of the 
whole society. In other words : only when the workmg-class 
learn to think socialistically do their sporadic and isolated dis- 
putes and trade union activities develop into a class war. The 
conviction is borne upon them that they cannot attam freedom 
and equahty within the existing order of society, and that social- 
ism only can emancipate them 

Even if that stage of mental development is reached, the work- 
ing class will not pursue the struggle any further if they have not 
gamed the consciousness that they are able or have got the power 
to achieve this emancipation themselves, and therefore look for 
some philanthropic saviour, for some heroic personality, to do 
for them what they thmk they cannot achieve by their own 
efiorts. This was really the case at the beginning of the sociahst 
movement, when the leaders of the working-classes saw quite 
clearly that the only way out of the social misery was the socialist 
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mode of production, when the masses felt this is to be the road 
to their salvation, but were too weak to take their case mto their 
own hands That period was, accordmg to Marx, the utopian 
stage of prolv^tanan development It was the tune of Robert 
Owen m Great Biitian, of Fourier in France, of the estabhsh- 
ment of communist colonies in Amenca, of many experiments 
with labour-exchanges and currency reforms. The Utopian 
stage was overcome through the economic development itself. 
With the growth and expansion of the capitalist system the 
working-class grew in numbers, strength, orgaiusmg capacity, 
political importance, and self-consciousness. Particularly the 
concentration of mdustry gave them the power to paralyse, 
through mass strikes, the whole fabric of civihsed life, and to 
make the whole society realise that hving labour-power was the 
soul of the whole social system. Moreover, the development 
of the capitahst system itself called the productive forces into 
bemg, and created forms of industnal organisation which rendered 
the transition to socialism easier than ever before. The Utopian 
stage was thus overcome, and a scientific view of social develop- 
ments and socialist possbiilities was gained To interpret this 
development and to bring it home to the working class was 
the mission of Marx. To that mission he devoted his life. It 
was his hfe-long endeavour to make the working-class conscious of 
then power, aims, and means. When they had grasped that, they, 
impelled by their own mterests and conditions of hie, must take 
up the task of achieving socialism, their class war would lose all 
pettiness, all hesitation, aU half-way measures, and would 
assume the character of a straight-aiming revolutionary struggle 
for their complete emancipation, for economic freedom, and 
equality of aU. 

The class war, far from bemg, as the Utopians thought, an 
impediment to sociahsm, was its most efficient locomotive. It 
was an integral part of the dialectical process of history. A 
glance at the evolution of European civihsation from the middle 
ages to the present day would confirm it. The feudal stage of 
society, impelled by its own economic necessities, promoted 
trade and commerce, and gave rise to a tradmg and commercial 
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class, which gradually turned antagonistic to its parent, and 
out of the destruction of feudalism built up a capitalist society. 
The contests between manor and city, the conflicts between 
feudal usages and canon law on the one hand, and commercial 
law and trading interests on the other, not only were neces- 
sary, but contributed to the strengthening of the new rising 
class and to the awakening of their self-consciousness. The 
capitalist society, in its turn, was producmg forces which 
were antagonistic, hostile, and subversive of its existence. It 
brought a propertyless working class into being, which, through 
the concentration of the means of production by Capital and 
the annihilation of the independent producers through the 
centralising factory system and the growth of the industrial 
concentration, was gaming in coherency, disciplme, combmation, 
and class consciousness. And this working class was necessarily 
antagonistic to the capitalist system, smce the interests of 
Labour and Capital were absolutely opposed to and destructive 
of each other. Hence the class warfare, which was an mexorable 
histone necessity and an efficient instrument for the negation 
of capitalism and the furtherance of all new economic tendencies 
which were making for collective production and for social 
control of the means of production. Class warfare formed a 
revolutionary act of the utmost importance. The negating 
and recreating force of the last stages of capitalist society was 
the working class, whose vital interests were bound up with the 
abolition of capitahst control and with the transfer of the 
means of production to the whole society. Capitalism had 
destroyed production on a small scale by independent pro- 
prietors and rendered a return to the pre-capitalist form of 
production impossible. Now was the time to break the last 
chains of the institutions of private property and to ex- 
propriate the handful of the capitalist magnates m favour of the 
whole people The working class was no more a motley of 
labourmg poor, or a mob of helpless people, but a fighting class 
of producers — ^the master-builders of a new and higher stage of 
liuman society. 
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{c) Evolution of CapitaUsm, 

From social philosophy Marx turned to economics, since our 
mental life was nothing else than the material world reflected 
by the human mind, translated mto forms of thought ^ He 
then devoted some fifteen years of his hfe to the writing of the 
Capital (three volumes of about 700 pnnted pages each), the 
purpose of which was to analyse capitalist society, to show its 
genesis, ^its inner working, and its outcome, m the hght he 
received_ from Hegel, Ricardo, and the British anti-capitalist 
school of 1820 to 1840. Marx had the ambition to contmue 
and to accomplish the task left by those writers and by Chartism, 
or to discover the predominant dynamic laws govemmg modem 
society. His work deals with the system of capitahst produc- 
tion which IS based on the fact that the workman sells his labour- 
power as a commodity '' [Capital, Enghsh edition, 1888, vol 1., 
p. 431) FoUowmg Ricardo he assumed that hvmg labour only 
produced value, and that wages were the remuneration for the 
expenditure of labour power, and that wages and profit stood 
inversely to each other. Marx further assumed, with Ravenstone, 
Gray, Hodgskm, and Bray that capital was unproductive, and 
that profit, rent, and interest sprang from surplus-value or from 
that portion of the value produced by manual and mental labour 
which was not paid for and which was appropriated by the 
capitalist. This unpaid or embezzled or extorted labour was 
the main source of capital, hence the passion of the capitahst 
for surplus value.® This aU-absorbmg passion was the motive 

^ Marx, Capital, preface to the second German edition, 1883 

*The surplus-value extorted from the workmen does not flow 
directly to the employer, but is apportioned as profit, by means of 
competition, among the whole class of capitalists, according to their 
individual mvestments. Hence it follows that the surplus- value 
produced by the individual factory may considerably vary from the 
rate of profit which the individual employer as a member of the 
capitalist class receives under the operation of competition How- 
ever, the total amount of profit, interest, and rent, which accrues 
to the possessmg classes, is equal to the aggregate amount of the 
surplus value extorted from Labour in the various workshop^ 
factories, mines, and fields. 
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power of the capitalist class. In his striving for surplus-value, 
the capitalist imposed long hours upon the workpeople, and on 
their finally rebelling against health-destroying overwork, he 
searched for new methods of exploitation In this search he 
introduced division of labour, closer co-operation of the hands 
in the workshops, better tools, more economic organisation of 
the process of production. On these methods proving inadequate 
to break the resistance of Labour, science was called m, machinery 
was invented which made the workers more amenable to work- 
shop discipline, and displaced many by woman and child labour. 
The impulse thus given to science and technology was enormous ; 
the workshop grew into a mechanical factory, the factory into 
a congeries of workshops. Work became automatic and intense ; 
this intensification more than compensated for the reduction of 
the working hours. The displaced workpeople formed a reserve- 
army to be called in in times of strike or m periods of prosperity, 
in order to enable capital to cope with the sudden extension of 
the markets. In this process the handicraftsmen and small 
masters were eliminated and thrown into the proletariate 
Moreover, since it was manual and mental labour-power only 
that created value, and since machinery reduced the amount of 
hving labour-power per commodity, the value of the commodity 
sank and with it the surplus-value or profit per commodity 
Hence the tendency of the rate of profi.t to sink. With a view to 
compensate for the reduction of profit the employer extended 
production on an even larger scale, raised his capital, looked for 
more profitable markets, brought his machinery to the highest 
pitch of perfection in order to intensify and speed up labour, 
and to extort from it the last ounce of surplus value. Such a 
reconstruction and adaptation was only possible for big capital- 
ists, while the smaller ones were forced to give up the struggle 
and humbly leave the field to the giants of mdustry Concentra- 
tion of capital grew apace, and in the same proportion its power. 
This expropriation is accomplished by the immanent laws of 
capitalist production itself, by the centralisation of capital. 
One capitalist always kiUs many. “Hand in hand with this 
expropnation of many capitahsts by few develop, on an ever- 
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extending scale, the co-operative form of the labour-process, 
the conscious technical apphcation of science, the methodical 
cultivation of the soil, the transformation of the instruments of 
labour into mstruments of labour only usable m common, the 
economismg of all means of production by their use as the means 
of production of combined, sociahsed labour, the entanglement 
of all nations into the net of the world-market, and with this, 
the international character of the capitahst regime Along 
with the constantly diminishing number of the magnates of 
capital, who usurp and monopolise all advantages of this process 
of transformation, grows the mass of misery, oppression, slavery, 
degradation, exploitation ; but with this, too, grows the revolt 
of the workmg-class, a class always mcreasing m numbers, and 
disciphned, united, organised by the very mechamsm of the 
process of production itself The monopoly of capital becomes 
a fetter upon the mode of production which has sprung up, 
and flourished with and under it Centrahsation of the means 
of production and sociahsation of labour at last reach a point 
when they become incompatible with their capitahst integument. 
This mtegument is burst asunder The knell of capitahst private 
property sounds. The expropriators are expropriated ” {Capital, 
vol. 1 , p. 788-789) 

This IS, of course, the social revolution. The victorious pro- 
letariate rises to pohtical supremacy, and constitutes itself the 
nation. Its main task is now to transform the institutions and 
the laws in conformity with the social revolution. This can 
only be accomphshed by the dictatorship of the proletariate. 
'*The transition from capitahsm to sociahsm wiU have as its 
pohtical organ the revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariate.”^ 
It will use its pohtical supremacy, to wrest, by degrees, aU 
capital from the bourgeoisie, to centralise all mstruments of 
production m the hands of the State, t.e of the proletariate 
organised as the ruhng class, and to mcrease the total productive 
forces as rapidly as possible. Of course, in the beginning, this 
cannot be effected except by means of despotic inroads on the 

^Marx, Letter to the German Social Democratic Leaders, in 1875 
Published in Neue (Stuttgart), 1891, No 19, 1906-07, II, p 164. 
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rights of property and on the conditions of capitalist production, 
by means of measures, therefore, which appear economicaliy 
msufficient and untenable, but which, m the course of the 
movement, outstrip themselves, necessitate further inroads 
upon the old social order, and are unavoidable as a means of 
entirely revolutionising the mode of production/* ^ 

Those are, in the shortest possible compass, the teachings of 
Marx. 

It is impossible not to admire the enormous erudition and 
S5mthetic energy and intense labour embodied in his writings 
He is, next to Plato and Thomas More, the greatest mtellect in 
the annals of socialist thought. One feels mentally invigorated 
by a study of his works. They form an excellent intellectual 
disciplme, particularly on their historical side.^ His real achieve- 
ment IS not to be found in his economics, nor mainly in his 
sociology, but m his appreciation of the movement of the working 
class. He was the first socialist who grasped the importance and 
r 61 e of the proletariate. As to his errors, we may repeat here 
what we said concerning Adam Smith and David Ricardo, that 
the errors of great minds are but a degree less mstructive than 
their truths ® There is much m Marx's works that is capable of 
stimulating thought and enlarging our outlook. There must be 
mdeed somethmg very vital in them, considering the fact that 
after so many refutations of their theories they are still the guid- 
ing star of the mtemational revolutionary movement, which the 
world has now seriously to reckon with. 

3. — ADDRESS AND RULES 

The meeting of September 28, 1864, was held at St. Martin's 
Hall, Long Acre, London. It was convened by George Odger, 

^ Marx and Engels, Communist Manifesto, English edition, 1888, 
p. 21. 

* As an introduction to the study of Marx may serve — The Com- 
munist Manifesto, 1848 ; the preface to Critique of Political Economy, 
1859 ; Capital, Vol. I , chap 32 , The Civil War in France, 1871, 
chap 3 

^ Cf supra, Part II., p. 199. 
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Randall Cremer, and other leaders of the London artisans 
Professor Edward Spencer Beesly was in the chair. The crowded 
meeting elected a provisional committee, consisting of London 
trade union leaders, old Chartists, Owenites, and others, to draw 
up a declaration of prinaples and rules. Drafts were subsequently 
prepared by a Mazzinian and an Owenite respectively, but failed 
to pass. Finally, Marx wrote the declaration of principles in 
the form of an Address to the Worktng Classes} and also laid down 
the rules, which were carried unanimously. Both the Address 
and the Rules are wntten in the spirit of Chartism, m the tradi- 
tions of which the founders of the International Working Men's 
Association {LW M.A ) had grown up Marx's ideas of working 
class pohtics were largely in harmony with those of Chartism, 
and his plan was to turn the I. W M.A. into a nucleus organisation 
for the renewal of Chartism on a theoretical basis. Marx was 
a great admirer of the Bntish working classes, of whom he thought 
that they but needed the capacity for generalisation in order 
to assume the leadership of the international Labour movement, 
He believed their greatest weakness to consist in their bent for 
empinasm, for fragmentary views and half-measures He, 
therefore, threw himself heart and soul into the work of the 
I W M A. m order to imbue it with a theoretical spirit. 

In his Address, Marx reminded the working classes that not- 
withstanding the unprecedented growth of trade and commerce 
in the years from 1845 to 1864, the condition of Labour had not 
improved. In 1850, a moderate organ of the British middle 
classes, of more than average information, predicted that if the 
foreign trade of the Umted Kingdom were to rise 50 per cent. 
Bntish pauperism would disappear. On April 7, 1864, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. William Gladstone) dehghted 
his Parliamentary audience with the statement that the total 
foreign trade of the United Kmgdom had grown in 1863 to 
nearly £444,000,000, which sum represented about three times 
the trade of 1843, With all that he was eloquent on poverty. 

^ This document is known as the Inaugural A ddress A copy of 
it, probably the only one extant, is to be found m “ George Howell^s 
Collection ” in the Bi^opsgate Pubhc Library, London, E.C. 
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In nine cases out of ten, human life was but a bare struggle for 
existence. “ The intoxicatmg augmentation of wealth and 
power IS entirely confined to the propertied classes/' 

Marx then went on to amplify this stnking sentence by adduc- 
ing facts and figures, all extracted from official reports, and to 
pamt a lund background to Mr. Gladstone's financial statement, 
from all of which he drew the inevitable conclusion that the rich 
were getting ncher, and the poor poorer. Land and capital 
were undergoing a process of concentration ; the land question, 
in particular, was gettmg singularly simphfied, as it had become 
in the Roman Empire, when Nero gnnned at the discovery that 
half the province of Africa was owned by six gentlemen. Every- 
where the great mass of the working classes were sinking to a 
lower depth of misery at the same rate at least that those above 
them were rising in the social scale. In all countries of Europe 
it had become a truth demonstrable to every unprejudiced 
mind that no improvement in machinery, no apphcation of science 
to mdustry, no new contnvance of transport, no emigration, 
no opening of new markets, no free trade, nor ah those factors 
put together, could do away with the misery of the productive 
classes, but that on the present false basis every fresh develop- 
ment of the productive powers of labour must needs tend to 
deepen the social contrasts and aggravate the social contradic- 
tions and conflicts. Death by starvation rose almost to the rank 
of a social institution, during that mtoxicatmg epoch of industrial 
progress, in the metropohs of the British Empire. That epoch 
was marked m the annals of the world by the quickened 
recurrence, the widemng compass, and the deadlier effects of 
that social pest called a commercial crisis. 

Against that misery the generation o Chartism had been 
battling with most admirable perseverance for thirty years, and 
finally succeeded m gettmg the Ten Hours day, which led to an 
immense improvement, physical, moral, and mtellectual, of 
Bntish Labour, But there was something more in that tnumph 
The political economists had predicted that that measure would 
sound the death-knell of Bntish industry. Capitalism, it 
appeared, could but live by sucking the blood of children, 



2i6 internationalism and liberal labour 


sacnficed to the blind rule of supply and demand. Instead of 
blind rule the Chartists had urged that production should be 
controlled by social foresight and humane considerations. 

The Ten Hours Bill was, therefore, not only a great practical 
measure ; it was a victory of a principle ; it was the first time 
that m broad daylight the pohtical economy of the middle classes 
succumbed to the pohtical economy of the working class.” A 
still greater victory was co-operative production undertaken by 
the despised " hands ” ; they had shown, as Robert Owen had 
taught them, that the capitalist was by no means an indispensable 
factor of production. At the same time experience had proved 
that co-operative labour, if kept within the narrow circle of the 
casual efforts of private workmen, would never be able to arrest 
the growth in geometrical progression of mojiopoly, nor even 
perceptibly to lighten the burden of their miseries and wrongs 
It had, therefore, become the great duty of the working classes 
to conquer political power and to make use of the machinery 
of the State to promote their interests. One element of success 
they possessed — ^numbers ; but numbers weighed only m the 
national balance of power if united by combination and led by 
knowledge. This thought prompted the working men of different 
countries who had assembled on September 28, 1864, in pubhc 
meeting at St Martin's Hall, to found the L W M A. Yet another 
consideration had swayed that meeting. If the emancipation 
of the working classes required their international concurrence, 
how were they to fulfil that great mission in the face of a foreign 
policy in pursuit of evil designs, playing upon nationalist 
and racial prejudices and squandering in piratical wars the 
people's blood and treasure ? '' This has taught the working 
classes the duty to master the mystenes of international pohtics, 
to watch the diplomatic acts of their respective governments, 
to counteract them, if necessary, by aU means in their power, 
and, when unable to prevent, to assemble in simultaneous 
demonstrations and to vindicate the simple laws of morality 
and justice, which ought to govern the relations of private 
mdividuals as well as the intercourse of nations. To fight for 
such a foreign policy forms a part of the general struggle for 
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the emancipation of the working classes. Workmen of all 
countries, unite I ” 

The style and substance of the Address have a strong Chartist 
flavour, for Marx was indeed a Chartist, but equipped with a 
philosophical, economic, and pohtical knowledge, to which no 
Bntish Chartist could have laid claim. 

The Rules he laid down were essentially as follows : 

The emancipation of the working classes must be achieved 
by the working classes themselves. The struggle for that emanci- 
pation means not a struggle for class privileges and monopohes, 
but for equal rights and duties, and the abolition of all class rule 
The economic subjection of the man of labour to the monopoliser 
of the means of production or the sources of life is the foundation 
of servitude in its forms, of all social misery, mental degrada- 
tion, and political dependence. The economic emancipation 
of the working classes is, therefore, the great end to which every 
political movement ought to be subordinated as a means The 
emancipation of labour is neither a local nor a national, but a 
social, problem, embracing all countries in which modern society 
exists, and depending for its solution on the concurrence, practical 
and theoretical, of the most advanced countries.'* 

To arrange for such an international concert of Labour and 
to form a vitalising and guidmg centre of working class activities 
was the task of the LW M.A Marx advised the workmen to 
organise independent labour parties, to demand in Parliament 
social reform and factory legislation, to oppose all bellicose 
diplomacy, but to carry on a relentless class war, until they 
had conquered political power and nationalised the means of 
production. 

4. — ^ACTIVITY AND FAILURE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

The I.W M A held annual congresses m London, 1865, m 
Geneva in 1866, m Lausanne in 1867, in Brussels in 1868, 
in Berne, 1869, and m The Hague in 1872, when the 
orgamsation was practically dissolved At first many Bntish 
trade union leaders joined the I.W.MA,, among them 
being Henry Broadhurst, Robert Applegarth, George Odger, 
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Robert Hartwell, W. Randall Cremer, George Howell, but after 
the passing of the second Reform Bill the British unions gradually 
withdrew their support, although the General Council of the 
I W.M. contained up to the end a majority of Bntish members. 
The affiliation of many French, Swiss, German, Belgian, Italian, 
and Russian organisations turned the congresses into arenas of 
warring doctrmes and sects, which, whilst in general agreement 
as to the sociahst aim, were at loggerheads with regard to policy 
and method, the main cleavage being the question of parha- 
mentarism. Marx and his adherents advocated parhamentary 
action, while many of the French, Italian, Spanish, and Russian 
representatives were either for revolutionary economic action 
or secret conspiracies for the purpose of insurrection Marx 
himself, in emphasising the superiority of economics to politics, 
and in attempting to permeate the working classes with the view 
that the real source of all social evils was the monopoly of the 
means of production, unwittingly contributed to the strengthen- 
ing of the anti-parliamentary tendencies that existed among 
the Owenites, Pioudhomtes, and Anarchists His economic 
mterpretation of history was, of course, the chief reason of his 
strong leaning towards economic action, but the idea prevalent 
at that time that the failure of Chartism was mainly due 
to its one-sided political agitation must also have induced him 
to redress the balance by giving increasing weight to the economic 
and social side of the Labour movement. Marx was undoubtedly 
an advocate of revolutionary trade unionism, as may be seen 
from a resolution which he drafted for the congress of the 
I W.M A., held at Geneva m 1866 : — 

Trade Unions — (i) Capital is concentrated social power, 
whereas the workman possesses nothing but his individual labour 
power. The contract between Labour and Capital can, therefore, 
not be based on equitable conditions, even in the sense of 
a society which ranges the ' possessors of all material conditions 
on one side, and the hving productive forces on the other. 
The only social power on the side of the workmen is their number. 
This power of numbers, however, is dispersed and weakened 
through discord. The dispersion of the social power of Labour 
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is caused and maintained by the inevitable competition for a 
job. Trade uniomsm onginated from the voluntary attempts 
of the workmen to resist the despotic behests of Capital and to 
prevent, or at least to keep in check, the mutual competition 
for an opportumty to labour, in order to obtain such conditions 
as would raise them above the level of simple slavery. The 
immediate aim of trade umonism is, for this reason, confined to 
the daily contests between Labour and Capital, or, in short, to 
wages and hours of labour. These activities of the trade unions 
are not only legitimate, but absolutely necessary ; they cannot 
be dispensed with as long as the present system prevails More- 
over, they must be made general through an alhance of the 
workers of all countries. The trade unions have, however, 
unconsciously created centres of gravity for the whole working 
class, very much like the mediaeval guilds and corporations for 
the burgess class. If the trade umons, in their former capacity, 
are absolutely indispensable for the daily or guerilla warfare 
between Labour and Capital, they are, in their other capacities, 
all the more important as orgamsed bodies for the abolition of 
wage-labour and of the capitalist domination. 

(2) The trade umons have hitherto paid too much attention 
to the immediate disputes with Capital. They have not yet 
fully understood their mission against the existing system of 
production. They have kept aloof from the general social and 
political movement. 

{3) Without flinchmg from their daily struggle against the 
encroachments of the capitahsts, the trade umons must now 
learn consciously to act as the/aci of the working classes, in the 
interest of their complete emancipation. They must support 
every soaal and political movement which has this aim in view ; 
they should regard themselves as the champions and representa- 
tives of the whole class and carefully concern themselves with the 
mterests of the unskilled or badly-paid workers, who on account 
of their miserable conditions are incapable of any organised 
resistance. Such actions will inevitably attract the great mass 
of unorganised workers and fill them with the conviction that 
the trade umons^ far from being engaged in the pursuit of narrow. 
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selfish interests, are working for the emancipation of the down- 
trodden millions/' 

The heroic and social revolutionary part which Marx assigned 
to the trade unions as the centres of economic action, and the 
subordination of parhamentary action as a means, were eagerly 
accepted by the anarchist and anti-parhamentary adherents of 
the LW.M.A , who soon ehminated the subordmate means and 
laid stress on the mam propositions. The result was an ever- 
deepenmg and widening conflict between Marx and his fnends, 
on the one hand, and the Proudhomtes, Owenites, and the 
Anarchists on the other. And when, in the course of the con- 
troversy, the theoretical considerations and differences were 
lost sight of, and suspicion, obloquy, and vituperation became 
the mam weapons of the two opposmg camps, the conflict broke 
out in all its fury and shattered the frail bark that had been 
launched m September, 1864. The vanous societies composing 
the I.W M.A. separated and led for several years an obscure 
existence, until they completely disappeared. 

The British Section issued, in March, 1872, a manifesto, which 
was quite m harmony with the Address which Marx had written 
in 1864, but with the foUowmg addition of principles : " The 
produce of labour ought to belong to the producer ; the brother- 
hood of Labour should be the basis of society ; the workers of 
all countnes should unite for the emancipation of Labour and 
for the abohtion of all class rule ; Labour is of no country, for 
everywhere are they suffering from the same evils.'' The mani- 
festo was signed by George Bennett, J. T. Blair, Alex. Clark, 
Thomas S. Sanders. In July, 1872, a national congress was held 
at Nottingham to consider the pohtical situation and to adopt a 
definite programme for the federation. It was resolved to form 
a new pohtical party, by means of which the workers could 
achieve their emancipation, A programme, drawn up by John 
Hales, Tyler, and G. B. Clark, contamed the following demands ; 
adult suffrage ; proportional representation ; free, compulsory, 
and secular education — ^primary, secondary, technical, and uni- 
versity ; disestablishment and disendowment of all State 
Churches ; abolition of hereditary titles and privileges and of 
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unpaid justices of the peace ; self-government for Ireland and 
a federal constitution for the British Empire ; nationalisation of 
land, mines, and the means of production ; estabhshment of 
a State Bank with a monopoly of note issue.^ 

The British Section of the I.W.M.A. hngered for some time 
and expired from exhaustion. The working classes had definitely 
abandoned all socialist agitation and class warfare, and not even 
the gemus of Marx could bring them back to Chartism 
The improvement of the conditions of the skilled workmen in 
, the years from 1846 onwards could not have failed to contribute 
to their appeasement. In the penod from 1846 to 1866 money 
wages as well as real wages rose, as a result of the expansion of 
trade and the repeal of the corn-laws. According to Robert 
Dudley Baxter, whose social statistics are generally regarded 
as rehable, the population in 1867 amounted in round numbers 
to 30 miUions, of whom 10 millions were men, women, and 
children depending on wages. The national income amounted to 
814 milhon pounds sterling, out of which 325 milhon pounds fell 
to the share of the wage-workers, or in round numbers £30 per 
head of the working classes. These figures are averages It 
may therefore be assumed that the organised workers in the 
staple industries obtained appreciably more than £30 a year. 
In comparison with the decades 1815 to 1845 incomes 
meant a substantial amehoration.^ 

The reaction from the revolutionary idealism of the Chaxtist 
period was complete. The old Chartist, Thomas Cooper, who 
toured the North of England in 1869 and 1870 in the capacity of 
an evangehcal preacher, found the workmg men there in a 
better material condition than in the years 1840-45, but he 
noticed with pain that their moral and intellectual condition 
had deteriorated. ... In our old Chartist time, it is true, 
Lancashire working men were in rags by thousands ; and many 
of them lacked food. But their intelligence was demonstrated 
wherever you went. You would see them m groups discussmg 

^ G B Clark, RecollecUons of the International, in Socialist Review, 
July-September, 1914, p 253 

2 Robert D. Baxter, National Income, 1868. 
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the great dGctrine of political justice . . . or they were in earnest 
dispute respecting the teachings of socialism. Bow, you will 
see no such groups in Lancashire. But you will hear well- 
dressed working men talkmg of co-operative stores, and their 
shares in them, or in building societies. And you will see others, 
like idiots, leading small greyhound dogs, covered with cloth, 
in a stnng 1 They are about to race, and they are betting money 
as they go 1 . . , Working men had ceased to think, and wanted 
to hear no thoughtful talk ; at least, it was so with the greater 
number of them. To one who has stnven, the greater part of 
his life, to instruct and elevate them, and who has suffered and 
borne imprisonment for them, all this was more painful than I 
care to tell/' ^ 

After 1867 Marx expressed similar opinions of the British work- 
ing classes, but he never accused the masses. His quarrel was 
with their leaders, whom he charged with being in the pay partly 
of Mr. Gladstone and partly of Mr. Disraeli. However, we shall 
never understand the mental state of British Labour in the 
period from 1850 onwards if we ignore the severe cnses through 
which they passed in the years 1832, 1834-5, 1839-40, 1842 
and 1848. 


5. — LIBERAL LABOUR ORGANISATIONS 

Between the years 1866 and 1895 there existed three 
political organisations, whose object it was to obtain par- 
liamentary representation of Labour ; the London Work- 
ing Men's Union (1866-8), the Labour Representation 
League {1869-80), and the Labour Electoral Association 
(1886-95). They had nothing to do with independent 
pohticaJ action. Their dominant idea was rather as follows: 
Parliament, in its debates and legislation affecting labour 
questions, required certain technical knowledge and experience 
which only Labour leaders could possess ; it was therefore 
necessary to send some of these men to Parliament. 

The Trades Union Congress which originated in 1868 and is 
still in full vigour, belongs to the same category of organisations, 
^ Thomas Cooper, Life, ed, 1897, p. 393-4. 
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its aim being to watch over the j^hticai interests of the orgaiused 
working men. Its organ is the Parliamentary Committee, elected 
annually by the Congress for the purpose of canying its political 
resolutions into effect, either by sending deputations to the 
Secretaries of State or by lobbying — ^by interviewing Members of 
Parliament who are in sympathy with Labour. 

In February, 1866, the London Working Men*s Union came into 
being According to its programme the Umon declared not merely 
m favour of universal suffrage, but for the direct parhamentary 
representation of working men for working men. Its secretary 
was Robert Hartwell, an old Chartist, who, as we may recall to 
mind, had presided over the great meeting of February 28, 1837, 
at which the movement for the People's Charter was set on foot 
Hartwell made strenuous efforts to lead the new generation 
back to Chartist ideas. The Union, however, adopted his 
resolutions without carrying them into effect. 

At the parliamentary elections of 1868 several Labour leaders 
came forward as candidates, among them being George Odger, 
president of the General Council of the I W.M.A., Randall 
Cremer, formerly secretary of the same body, and Hartwell 
Odger and Hartwell retired before the polling day, while Cremer 
obtained only 260 votes against 873 Liberal and 863 Conservative 
votes.^ 

The London Working Men's Union then disappeared from the 
scene and its place was taken by the Labour Representative 
League, which set itself the task of “avoidmg Utopian theories 
and illusory phantoms and of bnnging the interests of the working 
men into harmony with those of the whole of society." The 
league was evidently founded in opposition to the LW.M.A. 
At the beginning of 1870 a parliamentary by-election had to 
take place at Southwark. The League's candidate was Odger, 
who was supported by J. S. Mill He went to the poll 
and received 4,382 votes against 4,686 Conservative and 2,966 
Liberal votes. This result, combined with the agitation of 
Labour for the legahsation of trade unionism, gave the League 
an impetus and made it for a time an influential political body. 

A. W. Humphrey, Htstory of Labour Representaiton, 1912, p. 26 
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It reached its highwater mark m 1874, when twelve Labour candi- 
dates were put forward, of whom, however, only the miners* 
leaders, Alexander Macdonald and Thomas Burt, were successful. 
The Liberals suffered defeat, and the Conservatives formed a 
Government under the leadership of Disraeli, who earned a 
trade union bill which satisfied the orgamsed working classes 
The League then declined, but the Trade Umon Congress con- 
tinued to pass resolutions for the increased parhamentary repre- 
sentation of Labour These resolutions became hardy annuals 
which were moved and carried mechanically. At the general 
election of 1880 three Labour candidates were successful : Burt, 
Macdonald, and Broadhurst. 

At the Trades Union Congress m 1885 the idea of forming a 
Labour Party was revived. Dunng the years 1881 to 1885 the 
Social Democratic Federation, the Fabian Society and the 
Socialist League had come into existence and agitated in favour 
of socialism. The industrial depression also gave rise to much 
dissatisfaction in the ranks of Labour. These influences com- 
bined to create a desire for a more vigorous attitude of Labour 
in Parliament. In 1886, when as many as ten working men 
sat in Parliament, the Labour Electoral Association was formed. 
Its principles were formulated at the Trades Union Congress of 
1886, by T. R. Threlfall m the following resolution . — 

" This Congress views with satisfaction the growing intelligence 
of the masses to recognise in their emancipation the power they 
possess to demand the malienable right of men in making laws 
to which they have to subscribe ; and in order to give practical 
effect to the various resolutions passed at previous Congresses 
on the question of Labour Representation it is essential to form 
an Electoral Labour Committee which shall act in conjunction 
with the Parliamentary Committee, the Labour Representatives 
in the House of Commons, and the friends of Labour Representa- 
tion throughout the country.** 

In the same resolution Threlfall gave an outline of such an 
organisation, and the whole was earned by an overwhelming 
majority. The Labour Electoral Association worked from the 
outset in con]unction with the Liberal organisations, opposing 
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socialist and independent Labour action. The weakness of 
Liberalism in those years and its defeat in 1895 proved fatal to 
the Labour Electoral Association. Before it expired the working 
men had already returned j&fteen of their leaders to Parliament, 
includmg J. Keir Hardie and John Bums, who were elected in 
1892, the former running as an independent Labour man, the 
latter as a social democrat. The terms socialism and " social 
reform had lost well-mgh all terror in the eyes of Labour, and 
m the years from 1893 onwards it was an easy matter to carry at 
Trades Union Congresses social reform and even orthodox socialist 
resolutions. But the idea of Labour independence, directed alike 
against Liberals and Conservatives, was regarded by the bulk 
of trade unionists as the acme of revolutionary thought, as the 
most repellent expression of class warfare. 

It would, however, be a mistake to conclude from the adoption 
of socialist resolutions by the Trades Union Congresses that 
British orgamsed Labour had embraced sociahsm. There is no 
such thing to-day as a miraculous or wholesale conversion of 
masses by fiery speeches or decrees of assemblies. The favourable 
reception of those resolutions merely indicated that the workmg 
men were inchned to promote social reform through legislation. 
They knew that the socialist objective could never be embodied 
in a Bill to which the parties would have to adopt a definite 
attitude ; it was not practical pohtics and, therefore, not worth 
while opposing it and provoking long debates as to the feasibihty 
of a sudden transformation of society. On the other hand, an 
independent labour party, in opposition both to Liberals and 
Conservatives, was an important living issue which could not 
be decided by a Congress resolution. 



XII 

REVIVAL OF SOCIALISM 


I,— EXHAUSTION OF LIBERAL THOUGHT 

In the chapter deahng with the general characteristics of the 
last sixty years it has been pointed out that about the year x88o 
Liberal thought found itself in the throes of a crisis. The 
conviction was beginning to gam in strength and volume that 
Liberahsm was not in a position to perform what it had promised 
The condition of the country was not satisfactory eitjier in foreign 
or home affairs The depression of trade grew worse and sw^elled 
the number of the unemployed The pohtical movement of the 
workmg classes, the appearance of trade umon representatives 
in the House of Commons (1874), the organising efforts of the 
agncultural labourers, were regarded by the ruhng classes as the 
beginnmgs of a new period of class warfare. Meredith's Beau- 
champ's Career (1875) mirrors the feelmgs and misgivings, as 
well as the hopes and longings of the incipient social rebeUion 
“ The people are the Power to come. Oppressed, unprotected, 
abandoned ; left to the ebb and flow of the tides of the market, 
now taken on to work, now cast off to starve, committed to the 
shifting laws of demand and supply, slaves of Capital — ^the whited 
name for old accursed Mammon ; and of all the ranked and black- 
uniformed host no pastor to come out of the association of shep- 
herds, and proclaim before heaven and man the primary claim 
of thek cause ; — ^they are, I say, the power, worth the seduction 
of by another Power not mighty m England now : and likely in 
time to set up yet another Power not existmg in England now." ^ 
Another s5nnptom of the decay of liberal thought was the 
assault on free trade. The movement in favour of fair trade 
came into being. Historians went to work to revise the hberal 
^ George Meredith, Beauchamp's Career ^ Vol. IL, chap. i. 
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views of empire and international relations. Professor Seeley's 
Expansion of England evoked an enthusiasm which would have 
been quite impossible a decade earher. Ireland grew more 
determined to press her claim for Home Rule to a successful 
issue. Parnell on the pohtical side, Michael Davitt on the social 
economic side, deployed their forces against the Union. The 
coercive measures employed by the Liberal Government against 
the Irish roused much dissatisfaction in the Radical ranks. The 
war against Egypt, the South African tangle, and the 
situation in India and Afghanistan, deepened the discontent 
of all the Radical elements in Great Britain, The failure 
of Liberal governance, the exhaustion and impotence of Liberal 
thought could no longer be concealed. 

It was, therefore, quite natural that the orthodox pohtical 
economy, the ideology of Liberalism, should be assailed. And the 
converging assault came from the Marxists, the land reformers, 
and the new school of social science. J. S. Mill, Alfred Russel 
Wallace, David Syme, Chffe Leshe, J. K. Ingram, H. M, Hynd- 
man, Sidney Webb, Belfort Bax, who, while belonging to various 
schools of social economics, were endeavouring each m his own 
way to create new currents of thought calculated to favour either 
social reform or the social revolution. 

2. — ^MARX AND HYNDMAN 

Turning our mental gaze retrospectively on those years we 
see H. M. Hyndman, Belfort Bax, Sidney Webb, WiUiam Morns, 
George B Shaw, busily engaged in their investigations and re-- 
exammations. Visits were paid to Karl Marx ; Mill's writings 
received new attention ; Henry George was acclaimed ; the 
old Chartist pamphlets and periodicals were dihgently studied, 
and the activities of the German social democracy closely exam- 
ined. These were stirring years of disquisition and discussion, 
the charm of which can only be imagined by those who, after 
having wrestled with doubt and uncertainty, finally arrive 
at a working h5^thesis. 

Marx's doctrines were only accessible to those Enghshmen 
who read either German or French. In 1880 two articles on 
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Marx appeared in English monthly magazines, one in favour ol, 
the other in opposition to, his doctrines. The former was written 
by E Belfort Bax, who, from his intercourse with the refugees of 
the Paris Commune and from a study of the Capital, had embraced 
sociahsm At the same time Henry M. Hyndman began the 
study of the French edition of Capital, which had been recom' 
mended to him by Butler-Johnstone, the Turcophile and Conser- 
vative member of ParUament. He lost no time m makmg the 
personal acquaintance of its author and often paid him visits 
in order to obtaiii further mstruction from him by word of mouth ^ 
The impression which Marx's vigorous intellect made on Hynd- 
man was enormous and has proved indehble ; on the other hand, 
the impression which Hyndman left on Marx was an3rthing but 
favourable. And this was due to the following circumstances. 
Marx, in his way, was a proud mental aristocrat, havmg been 
descended, both on his paternal and maternal sides, from a long 
hne of Rabbis and Talmudic scholars of great repute, and he 
was related, by marriage, to the high Prussian bureaucracy, his 
wife bemg a Baroness Von Westphalen, a sister of the Prussian 
Home Secretary of the same name, and related to the Argyles. 
Likewise, his revolutionary past and severe persecutions at the 
hands of the Prussian, French, and Belgian Governments, were 
not calculated to assuage his temper. Finally, his enormous 
erudition and socialist pioneermg work gave him a strong feehng 
of personal supenonty. The late Professor Edward S. Beesly, 
who had known him since 1867, told me, in a conversation I had 
with him in the winter of 1902, at St. Leonard's, that '' Marx was 
a walking encyclopaedia, m knowledge of history, economics, 
and philosophy, having had hardly any equal " And Beesly 
said that, after Marx had the temerity to tell him that Comte, 
as a thmker, was very inferior to Hegel. To that proud, self- 
conscious intellect, Hyndman came, as a young Roman patrician, 
aspiring to the tnbunate, might have come to a poor expatriated 
Greek scholar, say a Polybios, to learn something from him about 
Hellemc communist movements, and to use this knowledge for 

1 H. M. Hyndman, Record of an Adventurous, Life, Vol. I , p. 268 
ei sqq. Ct Sorge’s Bnefwechrel, Stuttgart 1896, p. 180-81. 
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the purpose of keeping the proletanate within the folds of 
Roman politics, and to teach his countrymen how to avoid the 
revolutionary pitfalls which had proved so destructive to Hellas. 
Of course, Polybios, utterly tamed by Roman power, would 
not have objected to such a procedure. But it was quite different 
with Marx. Neither the Prussian State Prosecutors, nor the 
French Governments before and after 1848, nor Enghsh hos- 
pitahty and killing with kindness could tame him In the 
autumn, 1880, Hyndman called several times upon Marx, who 
gave him information about the prospects of the revolutionary 
movement on the Contment. Hyndman then sat down and 
wrote a paper under the heading, The Dawn of a Revolutionary 
Epoch,'' which was pubhshed m the Nineteenth Century (Janu- 
ary, 1881), and in which Marx's information was made use of 
in an anti-revolutionary sense. From that time onwards Marx 
looked with suspicion upon Hyndman, and regarded him as a 
news-huntmg busybody. Then occurred another mcident, which 
rendered a final breach between the two men inevitable. In 
June, 1881, Hyndman thought to have progressed far enough to 
interpret Marxism to his countrymen. He pubhshed his England 
for All, m which he embodied the essential doctrmes of his 
master on Capital and Labour, and in the preface he stated that 
“ for the ideas and much of the matter contamed m chapter 2 
and 3, 1 am indebted to the work of a great thmker and original 
writer," whose works he hoped would soon become accessible 
to the majority of Enghshmen. Hyndman, knowmg the preju- 
dices of Enghshmen against foreigners and, at that time, particu- 
larly agamst Marx, avoided mentionmg his name and the Capital, 
But he was quite unaware of the inordinate desire of Marx 
for pubhc recogmtion of his work. This great revolutionist had 
spent years of labour on the writing of Capital ; no amount 
of privation, distress, and suffering would deter him from elabor- 
atmg its main ideas or from searching for some recondite quota- 
tion which might support them. His whole being came finally 
to be bound up with the fate of his book, any one who 
disregarded it was sure to be looked upon by its author as a 
know-nothing or a weakling. 


IP 
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After the publication of his England for Ally Hyndman had no 
chance with Marx, Engels, and their friends. He was not 
long in perceiving his mistake or in attempting to remove it. 
In 1883 he wrote his best book, The Historical Basis of Socialism, 
a comprehensive study on the origin of capitalism, the Labour 
movement and sociahsm from the fifteenth century down to the 
nineteenth. He quoted Marx, Engels, Rodbertus and the whole 
German school of sociahsm, but the breach between him and 
the German Marxists has never been completely repaired. A 
certain soreness has remained on both sides, which has sometimes 
been aggravated by the general lack of mental sympathy betwen 
Englishmen and Germans. Still, it is due to Hyndman that 
Marxism has found some footing on British soil. For, although 
Webb, Shaw, and Moms have also been more or less influenced 
or rather stimulated, by the writings of Marx, it was Hyndman 
who became his Enghsh disciple and spread his views m season 
and out of season,^ and even created an orgamsation wliich is 
based on the doctrines of Marx. 

For this work Hyndman was severely taken to task by the 
Quarterly Review in a paper of remarkable abihty, the writer of 
which treated Hyndman as an mcendiary.^ But a Catiline he 
never was. For all his Marxism and internationalism, he has 
remained what he was in the 'seventies — o, patrician, aspiring 
to the tribunate, a sort of an English Tiberius Gracchus, 
exhibiting the same characteristics as his Roman predecessor, 
who, accordmg to the descnption of Appian, was a patnot, burn- 
ing with zeal to see all his countrymen, the scions of a great race, 
weU-fed, well-housed, and warhke, having a stake in their 
world-wide Empue, the boundanes of which they should be 
prepared to defend and to extend.® 


1 Hyndman, op, cit., p. 251 sqq, ; Archibald Henderson, Life of 
G,B Shaw, 1911, pp 98, 160, sqq , J. W. Mackail, Life of William 
Morns, ed, 1911, Vol. II., p 97 ; Fabian Tracts, No 41, p 16. 

* Quarterly Review, October— December, 1883, P* 35 2, sqq, 

® Appian, Civil Wars, book i , ch ii. 
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3. — ^THE ASSAULT ON ORTHODOX POLITICAL ECONOMY 

The theories propagated m Great Britain by Adam Smith, 
David Ricardo, and their interpreters and commentators, were 
essentially the ideology of the busmess mterests of the British 
manufacturing and commercial classes, or what the socialists 
call the modem bourgeoisie The cardinal error of those theonsts 
was that they regarded man as a constant factor, that they 
identified him with the business man, and believed pohtical 
economy to furmsh an eternal model to civilised society, Man 
and, therefore, society were thought to have always been actuated 
by the desire of gain, by the wish to improve their material 
condition, and if left unhampered by State intervention and 
mediaeval traditions, they would surely attain to that happiness 
which everybody was stnvmg after. The mdividual, sovereign 
and freely competing m a free market, was the centre of the 
universe. 

The commercial crises, the distress and misery, Chartism and 
the general dissatisfaction gradually undermmed those theories, 
and we saw J S Mill straining at the leash put upon him by his 
father, the orthodox mterpreter of Ricardo. In the 'seventies 
the authority of the Ricardians was gone. A new school was 
arising, a school which made a great effort to make political 
economy one of the departments of social science or sociology, 
to have it looked upon only as a phase in the evolution of human 
society, and to subordinate the whole to ethics. This new British 
school of social science, whose pioneers were Ruskin, Cliffe 
Leshe, David Syme, J. K. Ingram, Toynbee, and Cnnnmgham, 
owed its theoretic ongm partly to the influence of the Christian 
Socialists of the earher decades ; partly to Comte and the English 
Positivists ; and partly to the German historical school of Kmes, 
Roscher, Kautz, and SchmoUer. It was assisted by the spread of 
biological knowledge, which suggested many, though superficial, 
analogies between a biological organism and social life. Herbert 
Spencer was the pioneer of this kind of speculation in Great 
Britain. 

John Stuart Mill formed the connectmg link between the 
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old and the new school, for he was, as he relates in his Auto- 
biography, ** a mind always pressing forward, equally ready to 
learn either from his own thoughts or from those of others,'' 
and he learned a good deal from French sociahsm His mental 
crisis was caused by reading its works as weU as those of Comte. 
And Comte himself was under very great obhgation to the 
socialists,^ he having been the collaborator of St. Simon. John 
Ruskm's Unto this Last and Munera Pulveris were undoubtedly 
the effect of having for a time been associated with Maurice, 
Kingsley, and Ludlow m the 'fifties ; his social economic sermons 
led in the same direction, though to a more defimte goal than 
Mill's, — ^namely, to the subordination of the individual to 
society, the substitution of social service and co-operation in 
the place of individual gain and competition. Chffe Leshe, who 
learned from the German historical school, was befnended 
by Mill, David Syme by Leshe, while Ingram, a Comtist himself, 
tried to view the history of pohtical economy from the standpoint 
of his master. Many of these impulses and currents operated 
on Arnold Toynbee, Cunningham, Ashley, Fox well, Hewins, and 
Alfred Marshall, who attempted to create a British school of 
economic history, directed against the orthodox political economy. 
The latter point is the common measure of aU those factors men- 
tioned above. The rise of this movement in all its ramifications, 
which took place m the United Kingdom (Leshe and Ingram were 
Irishmen) between i860 and 1890, would well deserve of special 
treatment,* but we cannot do here more than indicating those 
features which are relevant to our subject. 

Comte was introduced to the British public by the indefatigable 
Miss Harriet Martmeau and G H Lewes. But it was J. S Mill 
who brought Comte's influence to bear upon pditical economy. 

^ Cf Alfred Marshall, Principles of Economics, third edition, p. 64. 

* Professor W J Ashley, in his Address to the British Association 
at Leicester, August i, 1907, made such an attempt, but it is very 
meagre and misses the historical significance of the movement I 
am told that Professor Foxwell also published a paper on the subject 
in the Quarterly Journal of Economics, Boston, 1887, but I could not 
get It 
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While studying the Cours de Phlosophte Positive he could not 
but be struck by the sneers of its author at the futile and scholastic 
squabbles of the pohtical economists, on the one hand, and by 
his treatment of economics as a department of social science, on 
the other. MiU found there certam ideas which reminded him 
of the Germano-Coleridgian school,^ as well as of Richard Jones. 
Comte showed him human society in a process of evolution, in 
which the various groups of phenomena were connected with one 
another, so that changes in one group led to modification in other 
groups. He further taught him that the path of social reform 
lay m the subordination of life to ethics, in the training of the 
sympathetic impulses, which, by the way, also, Adam Smith was 
quite aware of, when dealmg not with material wealth, but with 
moral sentiments. The Enghsh Positivists, a very conservative 
body, were spreading the same views. 

The German historical school, partly from their organic view 
of social development, partly from an antipathy agamst modern 
industnahsm and unrestricted competition, — an antipathy which 
origmated in their veneration of the State as the supreme moral 
authority in social life, was averse from the classical English 
pohtical economy and turned to the analysis of the diverse 
forces which operated in the various periods of the civilised 
nations, and which gave rise to social problems, legislative acts, 
and pohtical arrangements. Social relations, according to that 
school, are not a natural phenomenon, but the creation of human 
volition and controlled by the ethical concepts and views of man 
under vanous historical conditions. This school, for the purpose 
of strengthening the weak and keeping society together, favoured 
social reform legislation, corporate or State organisation with a 
view to prevent society bemg atomised or broken up by 
conflicts. 

The three currents of thought — Christian socialist teachmgs, 
(as spread by Ruskin), Comtism, and German ethical and his- 
toncal economics, converged in the 'seventies of the last century 
and affected Bntish economics in two ways. 

The one effect was the revival and prosecution of historical 

^ Cf. supra, Part II , p 272-73. 
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and social studies, to which, in the United Kingdom itself, Jones. 
Maine, and Stubbs had imparted a strong impulse. The begin- 
mng of the 'eighties witnessed the publication of Cunningham's 
Growth of English Industry and Commerce, Seebohm's Village 
Community, Hyndman's Historical Basis of Socialism, Toynbee's 
Industrial Revolution, Belfort Bax's and Wilham Morns's 
Socialism : Its Growth and Outcome, Booth's London Life, leadmg 
up to the Webbs' History of British Trade Umomsm, Industrial 
Democracy, and other historical and social studies, connected 
either with the Fabian Society and the London School of 
Economics or with the socialist movement in general. 

The other effect was a new tendency m British economic 
theory, which endeavoured to dethrone the orthodox pohtical 
economy. The foremost representative of the new tendency was 
Ciiffe Leslie, whose acute mtellect and great learning predestined 
him to do for the new school what Adam Smith had done for the 
old one He was, however, prevented by bad health from 
achieving his purpose He only left a collection of essays and 
some papers in the Fortnightly Review, all of them exceedingly 
suggestive and stimulatmg. His leading idea was : “ The whole 
economy of every nation ... is the result of a long evolution 
in which there has been both contmuity and change, and of 
which the economic side is only a particular aspect or phase. 
And the laws, of which it is the result, must be sought in his- 
tory " ^ He saw the time coming when democratic legislation 
would intervene m directions not in accordance with the doctrines 
to which the interests of the great capitahsts and landowners 
were attached Ideas of social obligation would play a much 
greater part in the economic sphere than they have ever done 
since Adam Smith based a complete economic code on the 
desire of every man to better his own condition.^ 

A more systematic attempt to formulate the views of the new 
tendency was made by David Syme, a friend of CliSe Leslie. 
His leading idea is : " The (old) economists insist that the 

^ Cliffe Leslie, Essays in Pol and Moral Philosophy, Dublin and 
London, 1879, p. 227 

“ Id,, Fortnightly Review, November, 1881, pp. 658-9 
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individual is the best judge of his own interests. The doctrine 
is one that I am not disposed to dispute. All that I insist upon 
IS that the principle should have a more general application and 
that society should m regard to abihty of judging as to its own 
mterests, be put upon the same footing as the mdividual.'* ^ 
The tone and mode of expression are quite Fabianesqne. The 
right of society to protect its own interests would of course 
mean the subordination of the mterests of the mdividual to those 
of the commumty at large. It would mean co-operation in the 
place of competition. Indeed, the best criticism of competition 
came from S3nne. He anticipated the movement towards syndi- 
cates, pools, and trusts, as a result of competition. He argued : 
The object of the producer in engaging m any branch of industry 
being profit, he would naturally take all the means at his com- 
mand to mcrease that profit to the utmost. And this was only 
possible if he had the whole market to himself and were not com- 
pelled to share it with others, for as a rule, the greater the amount 
of competition m a given market, the smaller the profit to be 
divided among the competitors. It would thus become the 
object of every competitor to reduce the number of his rivals. 
In other words, in order to render competition successful, a 
monopoly must be established, either by causing the economic 
death of a great number of competitors or by command of a 
large capital, that is by the amalgamation of the strongest com- 
petitors who refused to get killed. In that process those com- 
petitors would succeed who were not troubled with any moral 
principles. Competition leads to the destruction of all morality, 
and nobody appears to be ashamed of it." ^ whole economic 
system of to-day was such that the less consideration a man 
needed the more he got, and the more he needed the less was 
shown to him. " In the economic world honesty counts as 
nothmg, and help comes m the mverse order of a man's needs " ^ 
Syme condemned the Bntish commercial pohcy in India, and 
showed that the British commercial supremacy in the 'fifties and 
'sixties was often due to dumping. Altogether, Syme's final 

^ David Syme, Outhnes of an Industrial Science, London, 1876, 
p. 168. ^ Ibid , p. 83. 3 Ibid , p. 53. 



236 


REVIVAL OF SOCIALISM 


view was that ethics was the real foundation of social science, 
one department of which was economics^ 

What S5mie was teaching by means of cold, clear reasoning, 
Ruskin was preaching with supreme moral fervour and found a 
large audience among the young men and women who became 
dissatisfied with conditions which, as Matthew Arnold then 
declared, had created a materialised upper class, a vulgarised 
middle class, and a brutahsed lower class. ^ Ruskin won able 
followers m Patrick Geddes and John A. Hobson. Likewise on 
its biological and philosophical side, the new school of social 
science has produced some good work — Ksul ’Pednson* s Sociahsm 
tn Theory and Prachce (1884), Ritchie's Darw^msm and 
Pohttcs (1889), 'Bori'S,!* s Philosophy and PohUcal Economy (1893). 
H. G. Wells, an amazingly prolific literary craftsman, who gave 
to the socialist movement New Worlds for Old (1908), started 
as a biologist, and J Ramsay MacDonald, one of the leaders of 
the Labour Party, had a biological training. 

Far less satisfactory, from the socialist point of view, has been 
the work of the Umversity professors. Some of them have 
used the historical method to defend Protection, the tariff 
movement, and Impenahsm ; their assault on orthodox 
pohtical economy has meant an assault on free trade, inter- 
national peace, and socialism Only the greatest among them, 
Professor Alfred Marshall, has remained true to the new school, 
but owing to his constitutional dread of generalisation and 
decisive action, his Principles of Economics^ which ought to 
have been the Novum Organum of the British historical school, 
is, for all its learning, breadth of views, and mastery ofmethod, 
a disappointing performance All that has been left of the 
storm and stress of the 'seventies and 'eighties is a pohte bow 
to ''the ethical forces, of which the economist has to take 
account," ® a generous compliment to the German Jews for the 

^ Ibidr , p 175 

* Matthew Arnold. The Future of Lxherahsm, in Nineteenth Century, 
July, 1880, p 17 

• Alfred Marshall, Principles of Economics, third edition (Preface 
to the first edition). 
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many dating speculations as to the conflict of interests in 
society/ and an acknowledgment to the socialists, " among whose 
wild rhapsodies there were shrewd observations and pregnant 
suggestions from which philosophers and economists had much 
to learn/'^ 

Still, from the new school of British economics have come 
many men and women to the socialist movement, particularly 
to the Fabian Society, 

4. — THE INFLUENCE OF MILL AND THE LAND REFORMERS 

Besides the work of the International Working Men's Associa- 
tion and the new economics, social criticism was kept alive in the 
'sixties and 'seventies by the land reformers, and they based 
their theories not only on the law of nature but increasingly on 
economic grounds. 

David Ricardo's theory of value forms the starting-point of 
Marxist economics, and Ricardo's theory of rent forms the 
foundation of the modern theories of land and taxation reform 
According to Ricardo rent was the result of the general progress 
of civihsation, or, as Ricardo thought, of the activity of Capital, 
yet it only served to ennch the landlords who did nothing for 
the progress of mankind. Ricardo considered that the remedy 
lay in free trade , as a staunch adherent of the existing state of 
society and of laissez-fatre, he had no inchnation whatever to 
tilt agamst the mstitution of private property, but rather to 
remove the impediments or neutralise the cross-currents which 
he beheved were vitiating the beneficent workings of private 
enterprise and the operations of the inherent laws of social hfe. 
But he was succeeded by reformers who combined his theory of 
rent with the doctrines of laws of nature and of the rights of man, 
as expounded by Locke, Spence, Ogilvie, and Fame. They 
demanded heavy taxation of ground rent or its complete extmc- 
tion by the agency of taxation or by land nationalisation. 

Many social reformers went still further and formulated the 
demand that all mcomes which bore the character of rent should 

1 , p 51 ; Marshall means evidently Marx and Lassalle. 

64 
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be turned into the main source of taxation. This is the doctrine 
of unearned increment,” which J. S. Mill, following a suggestion 
of his father, worked out. For the penod from 1848 to 1880 Mill 
was, in theory, as authoritative as Smith, Bentham, and Ricardo 
had been from about 1780 to 1848 He was the philosopher 
and pohtical economist of the transition from lats$ez-fmre to 
social reform. His inconsistencies and oscillations were admirably 
adapted to a period which was to all intents and purposes hberal, 
but contained elements working for a new conception of social 
organisation. Everybody could find in Mill's writings what he 
was lookmg for. 

Mill's concept of landed property is akin to that of socialism. 
Such a nght of property, he thought, was an expediency ; it 
was not as ” sacred ” as property in movables, for '' no man 
made the land ; it is the original inheritance of the whole 
species.”^ Rent he considered to be the effect of a natural 
monopoly and a fit subject of special taxation. " Suppose,” he 
says, ” there is a kind of income which constantly tends to 
mcrease, without any exertion or sacrifice on the part of the 
owners ; those owners constituting a class in the community, 
whom the natural course of things progressively enriches, con- 
sistently with complete passiveness on their own part. In 
such a case it would be no violation of the principles on which 
private property is grounded, if the State should appropriate 
this increase of wealth, or part of it, as it arises. This would not 
properly be taking anything from anybody ; it would merely 
be applying an accession of wealth, created by circumstances, 
to the benefit of society, instead of allowmg it to become an 
unearned appendage to the nches of a particular class. This is 
actually the case with rent. The ordinary progress of a society 
which increases in wealth, is at all times tending to augment 
the incomes of landlords. . . . They grow richer, as it were, in 
their sleep, without working, riskmg, or economising. What 
claim have they, on the general principle of social justice, to 
the accession of riches ^ In what would they have been wronged 

^ J. S Mill, Pfinctples of FoL Economy, sixth ed., book II, chap. 2, 

S6. 
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if society had, from the beginmng, reserved the right of taxing 
the spontaneous increase of rent, to the highest amount required 
by financial exigencies ? The arguments advanced by Mill 
have been adopted by all land reformers. The remedy he proposes 
is taxation of land values. “ The first step/' he proceeds to 
declare, “ should be a valuation of all land m the country. The 
present value of land should be exempt from the tax ; but after 
an interval had elapsed, during which society had increased in 
population and capital, a rough estimate might be made of the 
spontaneous increase which had accrued to rent since the valua- 
tion was made." ^ 

We shall see later on how the prmciple of rent and the infer- 
ences drawn from it have been applied to unearned increments 
of industrial and financial wealth, thus forming the basis of 
Bntish social reform^. For the present we shall confine our- 
selves to the subject of ground-rent and to the reform schemes 
connected therewith. 

Two years after the publication of Mill's Principles a Scottish 
reformer, Patrick E, Dove, developed a theory of land reform 
which culminated in the Single Tax scheme. He argued that 
the land was the hentage of mankind, and that it ought not to 
be turned into private property nor divided into separate 
holdings. Common ownership was a nght principle. On the 
other hand, the events of 1848 had demonstrated that com- 
munism was unattainable. If, then, division and pnvate owner- 
ship were wrong and men were not yet fit for commumsm, how 
could the use of the earth be made accessible to all? ^ Dove 
rephed that by means of the nationahsation of rent the income 
derived from this source would be sufficient to defray the expendi- 
ture of government and enable the nation to abolish all other 
taxes. There were but two sources of taxation, land and 
industry. The taxes on industry or labour, the true source of 
property, was robbery pure and simple , the industrious were 

1 JUd , book V , chap 2, § 5. 

* An mdication of this line of reasoning is given supra, Vol. I., 
p 151 , compare MOl, Principles of Pol Economy, book iii., chap 5, 

§4. 
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depoived of a portion of their property and freedom and weakened 
in their imtiative. On the other hand, the earth was not made 
by man, but given to mankind for the benefit of all, and was 
therefore the proper source of taxation Trade and industry, 
hberated from the mcubus of taxation, would then be able freely 
to develop to the advantage of the whole nation.^ 

Dove's theory implies unrestncted competition in manufacture 
and commerce ; freedom from taxation for the middle and 
working classes; and inviolability of private property as the 
product of personal efforts. It resembles in its results the 
doctnne of Thomas Spence, and it entirely anticipates Henry 
George's schemes. 

In the post-Chartist period land reform was increasingly 
popular with Liberals. Even Herbert Spencer, the most anti- 
sociahst of all pohtical and evolutionary philosophers of the 
second half of the nineteenth century, could not shake himself 
free from these ideas.^ In Reynolds*s Newspaper, Bronterre 
O'Brien published from time to time, until his death (1864), 
articles on land reform, which were collected by his disciples 
and published in 1885 under the title R^se and Progress oj 
Human Slavery. And to the present day the doctnnes con- 
cerning taxation of land values, nationahsation of rent, 
and oven of the land have found zealous advocates among pohti- 
cians and reformers who decline to have anything to do with 
socialism. In the Land Tenure Reform Association, founded by 
Mill in 1870, many of the most prominent Liberal theonsts and 
politiaans worked together with social reformers and members 
of the international Working Men's Association, as may be seen 
from the following names; Professor Thorold Rogers, John 
Morley, Sir Henry Fawcett, Peter A. Taylor, M.P. Professor 
Caimes, Professor Cliffe Leslie, Sir Charles W. Dilke, Alfred Russel 
Wallace, Cowell Stepney (Treasurer of the I, W.M.A.), W. Randall 
Cremer (first secretary of the I W M A.), George Odger, Benjamm 
Lucrait, T. Mothershead, John Weston. Also the last mentioned 
four Labour leaders were members of the I.W M.A., and repre- 

iPatnck E. Dove, Science of Politics, 1850, Vol. I , p 387. 

* Herbert Spencer, Social Statics, 1851, chap. 9. 
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sented a large section mi the working people of the metropolis. 
'' An active and influential portion of the working classes,” 
Mill remarks, have adopted the opmion that private property 
in land is a mistake, and that the land ought to be resumed and 
managed on account of the State, compensation bemg made to 
the proprietors.” ^ 

The Land Tenure^ Reform Association was by no means a 
milk-and-water orgamsation. It claimed the ” unearned in- 
crease of the land and the produce thereof for those who were 
its real authors,” that is, society as a whole It urged upon 
the nation to take control of the land, for ”the State has 
exactly the same right to control it that it has to control, for 
instance, the railways.”^ 

Similar remarks apply to the Land Law Reform Association, 
the Land Nationalisation Society, the English and Scottish 
Leagues for the Taxation of Land Values, and many other 
organisations which have been connected with land reform, since 
Mill set the movement on foot, and Henry George's lectunng 
tours in Great Britain and Ireland in the years 1882 and 1884 
inspired it with new life They have all been more or less 
Liberal but opposed to complete socialism. 

How IS this apparent contradiction to be explained ? 

Liberal pohtical economy is based on competition, on the 
unrestricted efforts of the individual to promote his welfare. 
It presupposes equahty of opportumty, equality of external advan- 
tages All restraints of trade, all monopolies of economic goods 
are repugnant to it. Such restraints and monopolies ought to be 
mended or ended, if man is to attain to happiness and to a full 
development of his capacities. Land, however, is per se a 
monopoly,® since it cannot be multiplied and it is absolutely 
indispensable to human existence. If, in addition to its mono- 
polistic nature, it is handed over, by legal monopoly, into the 
power of the few, a state of things is created which constitutes 

1 J S. Mill, Programme of the Land Tenure Reform Association, 
London, 1871, pp. 6-7 

* Id , Dissertations and Discussions, Vol. IV., pp 280-3, 239-88. 

3 Id , Principles of Pol Econ , book li., chap. 15, § i. 
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the gravest danger to society. Land, therefore, is an economic 
good to which the rule of competition or liberal doctrine cannot 
apply. It is an exception, and must be dealt with as such. 
Individualism must stop short of the land; it ought to be 
controlled by the nation as a whole, and not by any individual 
or group of individuals. Land is a proper and legitimate subject 
of State interference. The laws and regulations proposed for 
this purpose have nothing to do with the system of socialism 

To these arguments the socialist may fairly reply: If the 
absence of competition or the existence of monopoly justified 
national control of the land, why should not the same arguments 
hold good with regard to industnal and commercial monopolies 
which resulted from competition ? The course of modem economic 
life had amply demonstrated that the result of competition was 
not the diffusion of wealth and independence among the greatest 
number, but on the contrary the monopolising of the sources of 
life by the few, — ^by syndicates and trusts of multi-millionaires, 
and dependence and wage labour of the many Capital was now 
assuming the character of a monopoly, and there would soon be 
no difference in this respect between capital and land. 

This line of reasoning, based on Marx's theory of the concen- 
tration of capital as a result of unrestricted competition,^ may 
serve as an mdication of the process of transition from land reform 
to socialism, which actually took place m the years between 
1880 and 1890, when young intellectuals and intelligent working 
men passed from the meetings addressed by the American land 
reformer, Henry George, to those addressed by H. M. Hyndman 
and Sidney Webb. 

In 1879 Henry George published his book Progress and Poverty, 
which had a large and immediate sale. He at once gained 
great popularity as a reformer, as if American and British public 
opinion had been waiting for his coming. His fame spread to 
the United Kingdom, where Mill's land agitation and the Insh 
Land League had prepared the way for the leader of the single- 
tax movement. In 1882, when his book had attained a.circula- 

^This argument was brought forward independently by David 
Syme, as shown supra, p 235 
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tion of about 100,000 copies in the United Kingdom, he came to 
London and went on a lecturing tour to Ireland. He was 
accompanied by J. L. Joynes, an Eton master and journalist, 
who later joined the Soaal Democratic Federation, popularised 
Karl Marx, and wrote revolutionary poetry. The Government, 
scared by the Irish unrest and the Land League agitation, had 
them both arrested. They were soon set at liberty, and George 
returned to London, where he dehvered lectures on the single tax, 
which enjoyed much populanty. 

George's book contains nothing new to Enghsh readers. 
Its leading ideas are natural nghts, Ricardo's and Mill’s theory 
of rent, and the schemes of Spence and Dove. But it is written 
in a popular and eloquent style, and therefore could not fail to 
attract the attention of all those who at that time were searching 
for theories and schemes of social reform, George argued that 
nowhere in the civilised world did labour receive its just wage. 
Ever5rwhere was Labour haunted by unemployment. Many 
people ascribed these phenomena to over-production, others 
merely designated them as economic crises, others again thought 
them to be due to over-population. These explanations were 
wide of the mark. Over-production could not possibly exist as 
long as there were men suhering from hunger, wearing bad 
clothes, and living in ramshackle houses. There was no lack of 
opportunity for work, so long as so many human needs cried 
for satisfaction, and there were so many hands ready to create 
the necessary goods. The fundamental cause of the whole evil 
was to be sought in the fact that the people were shut off from 
the land, which, combined with human labour, formed the source 
of all wealth. The most important condition for their existence 
was monopolised by the few. All men came into the world 
with equal rights, and all had an equal nght to the most indis- 
pensable source of hfe. Men laboured at enriching this source, 
and yet they were debarred from the free use of it ; the more 
diligently they toiled in increasing the value of this source, the 
more it flowed into the pockets of the land monopolists who 
contributed nothmg fo the increase. The question, therefore, 
arose, How could man recover his natural nghts ? 



244 


REVIVAL OF SOCIALISM 


George supplied two answers to this question, one for new 
countries, the other for the Old World. In a newly-opened 
country it was best to regard the land as belonging to all, and 
to permit everyone to take possession of and cultivate as much 
as he required. If parts of the land thus taken possession of 
had special advantages, then their possessors should pay a rent 
to society. Similarly, if several people were to apply for the 
possession of such favoured plots of land, the bidder of the 
highest rent should get them. In old countries, however, the 
taxation of rent was the best remedy. All taxes on labour, 
industry, and trade were a burden and an impediment to their 
free development and should be abohshed. Taxation of rent 
would thus form the single tax. 

George further maintained that socialism was incompatible 
with personal freedom, the greatest good of man. In order to 
allow everyone to enjoy it to the fullest degree without preju- 
dicing the freedom of his fellow-man it was but necessary to 
abolish the land monopoly ; such a measure would gradually 
eradicate the social evils from which Labour was suffenng. 

Simultaneously with Henry George's agitation, Alfred Russel 
Wallace published his Land Nahonahsahon (1882), which went 
through two editions. It is an appeal to the working classes of 
Great Britain to make a serious effort for the nationalisation of 
the land, “ the birthright of the British people," as the best 
means towards an amelioration of their miserable condition. 
Wallace directs his keen cnticism at " the fundamental error 
shown to exist in our social system," to be found in “ the leading 
idea which has governed all social and industrial legislation 
for the last fifty years . . . that whatever favours and assists 
the production of wealth and the accumulation of capital by 
individuals, necessarily advances the well-being of the whole 
community. That idea pervaded the whole legislation." But 
none of these legislative acts have resulted in a diffusion and 
equalisation of wealth, or m a diminution of the large class ever 
hovering on the verge of paupensm, . . . The mcrease of the 
number of very wealthy people or of any gjeat capitalists (which 
is what legislation favours), so far from being beneficial, is, in 
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every respect, antagonistic to the well-being of the community 
at large ^ 

Wallace proposes, in the mam, that the State shall assume the 
ownership of the land and that the holders shall be the culti- 
vators. '' Every one,'' he declares, must hold land from 
the State, subject to whatever general laws and regulations are 
made for all land so held The State must in no way deal with 
the individual land-holders, except through the medium of 
special courts, which wiU have to apply the laws in mdividual 
cases. Thus no State management will be required.''^ 

However, it was not Wallace's appeal that attracted the 
attention of the mcipient socialists, but Henry George's books 
and lectures. They stimulated many of the younger genera- 
tion of mteUectuals and working men, and caused them to 
turn their attention to economics. Four-fifths of the socialist 
leaders of Great Britain in the 'eighties had passed through the 
school of Henry George,® 

In 1884 Henry George came once more to London A public 
discussion of single-tax and socialism between him and H. M. 
Hyndman was held at St. James's Hall. By that time sociahsm 
had already two organisations m London, whose members and 
friends attended that meeting and evinced marked sympathy 
with the views so ably and eloquently advocated by the socialist 
opponent of Henry George. 

^ A R Wallace, Land NationahsaUon, second edition, 1882, 
PP 11-3:3 

® Ibid , p 193 

® Archibald Henderson, Life of G B Shaw, p. 115 ; compare 
Sidney Webb, Sociahsm in England, p. 19 sgq. 
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I.— THE DEMOCRATIC FEDERATION 

In the history of the sociahst revival since 1880 we have assigned 
one of the foremost places to Henry M. Hyndman. He 
has been the first to unfurl the banner that had fallen from 
the hands of the Chartists and the leaders of the International 
Working Men's Association. His leading ideas are the result 
of the teachings of Karl Marx, Bronterre O'Brien, and Benjamin 
Disraeh, all anti-liberal and anti-capitahst, and these ideas have 
been operating on an intensely Enghsh mind in revolt against 
commerciahsm His orgamsing activity began m 1881, when 
he had many meetings and conferences with various well-known 
men and women whom he thought to be in sympathy with his 
own aspirations, or in revolt against official Liberalism. He met 
Professor Edward Spencer Beesly, Helen Taylor (the stepdaughter 
of J. S Mill), Joseph Cowen, Herbert Burrows, and several old 
Chartists and members of the I.W.M.A. Some of them entered 
into relations with the Radical working men's clubs and Iridi 
associations in London, and finally decided to form a new Party. 
It was with this objective in view that Hyndman wrote his 
England for All — a manifesto embodying the jpnnciples of Enghsh 
democracy It was first pubhshed in June, 1881, and republished 
three months later in a cheap popular edition. It distinctly 
points towards social democracy. It is written with great 
ability and verve, and it reveals the author as a serious pohtician, 
actively engaged in forming his own opmion on all the leading 
political questions of the country. The author was conscious that 
the task he undertook was difficult and that it demanded many 
sacrifices; but he thought that the circumstances were favour- 
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able, for the whole economic Me was moving in the same 
direction^ 

On June 8, 1881, a conference of the founders of the new Party 
took place, on which the Democratic Federation was formed. 
Only a few of its members were clear m their minds as to their 
aims. Hyndman was aiming at the creation of a proletanan 
movement with the view of continumg the great work of Spence 
and Owen, Stephens and Oastler, O'Connor and O'Bnen, Ernest 
Jones and George J Harney." ^ He had discussed with Marx 
the Chartist movement and mquired of him whether it would be 
advisable to revive it. Marx w^as m sympathy with the idea, 
but doubted its practicabihty.^ Hyndman, however, dauntless 
and pertinacious as he is, went ahead and worked with might 
and main for the new organisation which he had called into being. 
He formulated the following programme : (i) Umversal suffrage ; 
(2) Tnennial Parliaments ; (3) Equal electoral divisions , (4) 
Payment of members ; (5) Corruption and bnbery of the electors 
to be punishable as criminal offences ; (6) Abolition of the House 
of Lords as a legislative body , (7) Home Rule for Ireland , (8) 
Self-government for the Colonies and Dependencies ; (9) Nation- 
alisation of the land. 

The latter demand was the only one of a sociahst nature, 
and was at that time better known and more popular than any 
other. The membership of the Democratic Federation increased 
but slowly, and was never large On the other hand, the most 
prominent sociahsts of the country gradually joined its ranks, 
among them bemg Ernest Belfort Bax, a philosophical writer 
of much ongmahty; J. L. Joynes; William Morris, a poet and 
artist of great renown , Eleanor Marx,the daughter of Karl Marx ; 
among its working men members were John E. Williams, James 
Macdonald, and Harry Quelch (1856-1913), editor of Justice 
from 1892 to his death In 1883 they published a small pamphlet. 
Socialism made plain, which had a circulation of about 100,000 

' Justice, April 19, 1884, March 21, July 25, September 27/ 
November 21, 1885; Hyndman, Record of an Adventurous Life 
Vol I , p. 294 

* Ihid,, p 273. 
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copies. Its arguments may be thus summansed : social and 
political power was monopohsed by those who lived on the labour 
of their fellow-men ; up to 1832 the landlords had the upper 
hand ; from 1832 to 1846 landlords and capitalists jointly ruled 
and governed, but differed on the subject of free-trade ; ever 
since 1846 all difference between them had disappeared and they 
took it m turns to govern the country. What was the result of 
this domimon ^ Poverty for the working classes, luxury for the 
few, misgovemment m Ireland, rum in India. The value of the 
annual production of the United Kingdom amounted to 1,300 
milhons sterhng ; of this sum the few -received 1000 millions 
m rent, profit, and interest ; the workers obtained 300 millions 
only. And yet all wealth was due to labour and ought to be 
the reward of labour. This just demand would never be reahsed 
so long as the means of production were monopolised, or so long 
as the system of wage-labour continued to exist. They demanded 
therefore, the socialisation of the sources of life. The production 
of wealth had already a social character ; it was the product 
of collective work , all they were askmg now was that exchange 
and distribution should also be put on a collective basis. The 
Democratic Federation was founded for the purpose of spreading 
these views among the working classes. It had been charged 
with attacking private property. No ! It only attacked the 
private property of the few who were robbing the many of their 
well-earned property 

The masses were then urged to work for the following measures : 
(i) Erection of healthy dwellings by the central or local authori- 
ties and letting them at low rents to working men ; (2) Free 
and universal education and at least one free meal for school 
children ; (3) An Eight-Hours Day ; (4) Progressive taxation 
on incomes of over £300 ; (5) Establishment of national banks 
and gradual abolition of private banking ; (6) Nationahsation 
of railways and land , (7) Organisation of the unemployed under 
State control on co-operative principles ; (8) Rapid redemption 
of the National Debt 

At the end of 1883 members of the Federation resolved 
to pubhsh a weekly paper. Edward Carpenter placed the 
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necessary funds at their disposal, and on January, 1884, the jBrst 
number of Justice appeared, with the sub-title, Organ of Social 
Democracy. Since that date the paper has been issued with 
the utmost regularity, but it has never paid its way. The self- 
sacrifice of a few socialist writers has kept it going. The services 
it has rendered to the propaganda of Marxist views in Great 
Bntain have been considerable. 

From the outset the chief agitator has been Hyndman, who 
is also a remarkable speaker and writer of a vigorous and trench- 
ant English. It IS owing mainly to his tireless energy and un- 
flinching courage that the Federation contmued to exist, under 
various names, up to the Great War. But he also imparted 
to it a dogmatic, fierce, and anti-liberal spirit. His most 
famous co-wprker in the first years was William Morris, 
who had been introduced into the Federation by Ernest Belfort 
Bax. His devotion to the movement knew no bounds. He 
defrayed the first year's deficit of the Justice ; he delivered 
lectures on socialism at street-corners, in the parks and at 
working men's clubs, and he played the part of a newspaper-boy 
and pushed the sale of the organ of the Federation. He called 
upon the masses to join the new movement : — 

“ Come, shoulder to shoulder, ere the earth grows older ! 

The Cause spreads over land and sea ; 

Now the world shaketh and fear awaketh. 

And joy at last for thee and me 

The path, along which Wilham Morris entered the sphere of 
revolutionary socialism, took its point of departure in a vague 
sentiment of repulsion to the triumphs of commercial civilisa- 
tion , — K sentiment, bom of his study of human history, of his 
deep love of hfe, of his passion for the practice of art. Looking 
backwards at the efforts, struggles, and achievements of mankind, 
and companng them with the dull squalor of the mechanical 
civihsation around him, he asked himself, Was it all to end in 
a counting-house on the top of a cinder heap, with Podsnap's 
drawing-room in the of&ce, and a Whig committee dealing out 
champagne to the nch and margarine to the poor ^ " Had the 
Promethean struggles of mankind produced nothing but this 
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sordid, aimless, and ugly confusion^ In this mood, Rusldn 
was his master towards a new social ideal, while the reading of 
Carlyle's Past and Present merely intensified his discontent 
with the present conditions. Mill's posthumous papers on 
socialism, although containing anti-socialist arguments,^ con- 
vinced him that socialism was necessary and that it was possible 
to bring it about in our own days. He became a sociahst, joined 
the Federation, and tried to learn something of the economic 
side of the movement. He tackled Marx's Capital, the historical 
part of v/hich he thoroughly enjoyed, but suffered agomes of 
confusion of brain over reading its pure economics Pnor 
to his conversion to socialism he was for a short space of time 
a Radical His views on the failure of Radicalism are embodied 
in two letters which he addressed, m 1883, to a Radical fnend, 
and which afford an insight into the mental development of 
Morris dunng that crisis. Moms wrote : — 

“ For my part I used to think that one might further real 
socialistic progress by doing what one could on the hues of 
ordinary middle-class Radicalism : I have been driven of late 
to the conclusion that I was mistaken , that Radicahsm is on 
the wrong line, so to say, and will never develop into anything 
more than Radicahsm , in fact that it is made for and by the 
middle classes and will always be under the control of rich capi- 
talists ; they will have no objection to its political development, 
if they think they can stop it there ; but as to real social changes, 
they will not allow them if they can help it ; you may see almost 
any day such phrases as * this is the proper way to stop the spread 
of socialism ' in the Liberal papers, the writer of the phrase 
never taking the trouble to find out what socialism meant. . . , 
Meantime I can see no use in people having political freedom unless 
they use it as an instrument for leading reasonable and manhke 

fives I cannot help thinking that the workmen will be 

soon finding out that for themselves ; it is certain that Henry 
George's book has been received in this country and in America 
as a new Gospel. I believe that Socialism is advancing, and will 
advance more and more as education spreads, and, so believing, 
^ Published by Helen Taylor in the Forint ghtly Review, 1879. 
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I find my duty clear to do my best to further its advance . . . 
The contrasts of nch and poor are unendurable and ought not 
to be endured by either rich or poor. Now it seems to me that, 
feehng this, I am bound to act for the destruction of the system 
which seems to me mere oppression and obstruction ; such a 
system can only be destroyed, it seems to me, by the united 
discontent of numbers , isolated acts of a few persons of the 
middle and upper classes seem to me quite powerless against it ; 
in other words the antagonism of classes, which the system has 
bred, is the natural and necessary instrument of its destruction. 
The system of chattel slavery had to give place to the feudal 
system of seigneur and serf ; and this has been swept aw^ay 
in favour of our present contract system between rich and poor, 
and this in turn will give place to socialism ” ^ 

Morris was extremely serious in his socialist views and prepared, 
if necessary, to offer his life to the cause he embraced : — 

" Hear a word, a word in season, for the day is drawing nigh 
When the Cause shall call upon us, some to live and some to die ^ 
He that dies shall not die lonely , many a one hath gone before ; 
He that lives shall bear no burden heavier than the life they bore. 
Nothing ancient is their story, e*en but yesterday they bled, 
Youngest they of earth’s beloved, last of all the valiant 
fled . . 

In those days Bntish socialists still believed that socialism 
would have to be won by means of physical force. Morns 
was ready to undergo even this ordeal The speeches of some 
of the leaders of the Fedei'ation bore a violent character. They 
were reminiscent of Chartist times, and boldly proclaimed the 
old Chartist battle-cry, Peacefully if we may — ^forcefully if we 
must. At that time the following historical parallel was popular 
with some members of the socialist movement : Gunpowder 
helped to sweep away feudalism when new forms arose from the 
decay of the old ; now far stronger explosives are arrayed against 

^ J W. Mackail, Life of William Morns, ed 1912, Vol. II , p 
109 sqq. 

2 This moving poem was wntten on the occasion of a public 
debate between Hyndman and Bradlaugh on April 17, 1884 It is 
published m Justice, April 19, 1884. 
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capitalism, whilst the ideas of the time are rife with revolution 
as they were when feudalism fell. To obviate anarchy we must 
orgamse and educate the masses.” ^ 

The concluding sentence lends to this stnking parallel a 
peaceful and statesmanlike aspect, but the catchword of gun- 
powder against feudalism and dynamite against capitahsm was 
used by unscrupulous adversaries of socialism. 

From the commencement of 1884 Eleanor Marx, Dr. Edward 
Aveling, Henry H Champion, Walter Crane, and Hunter Watts 
took an active part in the movement in addition to Hyndman, 
Bax, Moms, Andreas Scheu, Burrows, and Joynes. George B. 
Shaw was very near ]oimng the Federation, but he finally decided 
in favour of the Fabian Society. 

On August 4, 1884, the Federation held its fourth annual 
conference, at which, on the motion of Burrows and WiUiams, 
It adopted the name Social Democratic Federation (S.D F.), and 
it retained this name down to 1907. 

Until the end of March, 1884, the members of the Federation 
worked together in harmony and comradeship. Gradually, 
discord and dissension began to make themselves painfully 
noticeable As usual the discord was ascribed to personal 
factors, particularly to the domineering temper of Hyndman. 
In reality the cause was not so simple. Umty prevailed during 
the imtial stages of the Federation, owing first to the hope of 
a speedy success among the working men, secondly to the general 
want of clearness as to the nature of the means by which social- 
ism could be achieved Enthusiasm, hope, and indefiniteness 
formed a mist which concealed the sharp and jagged outlines of 
the field of operations. In the spring of 1884 the failure of the 
agitation was apparent ; the Radical working men’s clubs 
refused to join the Federation ; at the same time the members 
had to some extent attained to clearer views as to matters of 
policy. Schism and discord were the inevitable result. It was 
evident that the Federation consisted of heterogeneous elements 
— ^parliamentary social reformers, revolutionary social demo- 
crats, anti-parliamentary socialists, and pronounced anarchists. 

^ Jushca, April 19, 1884. 
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The result was a foregone conclusion By the end of December, 
1884, the disruption was complete. Morris, Crane, Bax, Eleanor 
Marx, Scheu, and others left the Federation and formed the 
Sociahst League, while Hyndman, Champion, Joynes, John 
Burns, Hunter Watts, H. W. Lee, Quelch, Wilhams, Burrows, 
and others remained in the Federation. 

2. — ^THE SOCIALIST LEAGUE 

Before continuing the history of the Social Democratic Federa- 
tion it is advisable to give an account of the Sociahst League, 
for it was but an episode in the revival of soaahsm during the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century The Federation emerged 
from the split as a reduced body, crippled both in financial and 
intellectual resources, but it had gained homogeneity. Its 
leaders were Hyndman and Champion, who stood head and 
shoulders above all other members in authority, knowledge, and 
ability^ It was easy for them to impress their views upon the 
whole organisation. The Sociahst League found itself in a quite 
different position. It lacked muty of views and aspirations ; 
some of its members had turned their backs upon the Federation, 
because they mistrusted H5nidman; others were convinced 
that it was premature for a socialist organisation to perform the 
duties of a pohtical party, and that the most urgent task con- 
sisted in the dissemination of sociahst ideas with the object of 
gradually educating the working men to independent pohtical 
action ; others again had a low opinion of parliamentary action 
or were avowed anarchists. 

At that time William Morris belonged to the anti-parliamen- 
tarians. His arguments were somewhat as foUows : the socialists 
hoped to see society transformed into something quite different 
from what it was,' They were looking for a revolution, for a 
radical change of the social institutions. On the other hand, 
the object of parliamentary institutions was the preservation 
of society in its present form, and to mend the defects of the 
political machinery in order to keep it going. Liberal legisla- 
tion — ^and there was no other, for the Tones also were forced to 
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legislate in a Liberal sense — ^meant yielding what was absolutely 
necessary to popular demands in the assured hope of whittling 
them down to their lowest mimmum, so that the fleecing of the 
people might never come to an end,^ 

Strictly considered, this argument is directed not only 
against parliamentary action, but against every kind of reform 
short of revolution It may be applied to factory legislation, 
to social insurance, to trade unionism, and generally to allmeasures 
that are aiming at amelioration. The error into which Morris 
fell lay in regarding society as a mechanical contnvance and 
reform as a sort of patching up of some defective parts of the 
machine This mode of viewing society allows of no other 
remedy than the complete removal of the old machine and its 
replacement by another of a quite different pattern. In reality 
society IS not a mechanical contrivance, but a hving organism 
in constant change and development, an organisation 
capable of being developed into a higher form by legislative 
and other measures granted to a new class nsing m importance 
and power in society. At first the influence of such reforms on 
the social structure may be imperceptible, but with the increase 
of the quantity of reforms the alteration in the quality of society 
grows apace, until it amounts to a revolutionary change visible 
to all. Great social upheavals which are designated revolutions are 
the effect of the inrush of economic and ethical transform- 
ations^ into the region of pohtics, or of the peremptory demand 
of a large portion of the nation to give legal effect to them and re- 
distnbute pohtical power accordingly. The real revolution 
had been going more or less silently for a long time antenor to the 
upheaval, but, as it had been split up in particular changes 
and reforms effected during long intervals, there was no consider- 
able resistance to its growth. The revolution, in its dramatic 
or sensational form, is but an attempt to add up the particular 
chaises and reforms and bring out the sum total. The revolu- 
tionary character of a reform does not depend on its volume and 
sweep, but on its direction and nature In our time, for instance, 
any reform is revolutionary which tends to strengthen the 
'^Commonweal, 1885, p. 61. 
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working class and to give them control of the means of pro 
duction, distnbution, and exchange. 

Socialists and anarchists who have not yet overcome the 
mechanical conception of society would no doubt reject that 
definitipn of revolutionary reform and would maintain that 
everything which tended to intensify the dissatisfaction of the 
working classes and influence them against the etxisting order 
was revolutionary, while social reform but tended to render 
them less dissatisfied and less rebellious and was therefore 
anti-revolutionary in its effect. According to this view the 
condition of the working classes must grow worse before it 
would grow better, while according to the biological view the 
condition of the working classes must gradually improve in order 
to fit them for the higher duties of social citizenship. 

However, Morns handy speculated upon these questions. He 
was undoubtedly of a heroic mould of character, and, like Sir 
Thomas More, would cheerfully have mounted the scaffold and 
laid down his head on the block. But, unlike Sir Thomas More, 
he was infinitely more of an artist and humanitarian than of a 
sociologist and statesman. After he had left the Federation 
he fell into the hands of anarchists. 

It would be hard to fiind a sociahst orgamsation which exhibited 
so much talent and self-sacrifice and at the same time so httle 
organising and executive capacity, as the Socialist League. 
Morris gave it his best, poems of great excellence, newspaper 
articles, utopian romances of imperishable beauty of language and 
imagination, like the Dream of John Ball (1888) and News from 
Nowhere (1890), and large money contributions. Belfort Bax 
was the theorist of the League. With them worked Eleanor 
Marx- Aveling, who in energy and devotion equalled her father , 
Dr. Edward Aveling, who translated a part of Capital 
into English ; Andreas Scheu, an Austrian sociahst, of whom 
Morns had a high opinion, was one of the agitators ; Frederick 
Engels was the adviser of the parliamentary sociahsts of the 
League. In February, 1885, they founded the Commonweal, 
which was first published monthly, and then weekly. The ablest 
members of the League wrote for it. Moms was the editor, and 
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no paper has ever been directed by a man of greater genius. 
From 1886 to 1888 Belfort Bax and Morris wrote for it a series 
of essays under the heading Socialism : Us growth and outcome, 
which appeared later in book form ; they are a paraphrase of 
the Communist Manifesto, but based on English economic and 
political history. From a financial point the paper was never 
a success ; it suffered from a chronic deficit. The League 
itself made no progress. Its largest membership only 
amounted to a few hundred, and even this number was mainly 
the result of the unemployed agitation and other political 
demonstrations which were arranged in 1886 and 1887 by the 
Social Democratic Federation and by the London Radical 
clubs in favour of the Insh or of free speech, leading to disturb- 
ances of the public peace, which will be treated in a later chapter. 
About the middle of 1887 the anarchists began to gain the upper 
hand in the League and rendered it impossible for Morris to 
work with any chance of success for a reunion with the Social 
Democratic Federation From that time the League com- 
menced to show signs of disintegration. The parliamentary 
socialists withdrew in 1888 and either returned to the Federation, 
or took up the work of organising the unskilled working men and 
of promoting New Unionism." In 1889 the victory of the 
anarchists in the League was complete. They depnved Morris 
of the editorship of the Commonweal and handed it over to Frank 
Kitz, an anarcMst workman, while Morris was patiently defraying 
the deficits of the paper, which amounted to £4 weekly. In the 
meantime he had learned much wisdom. He confessed that 
anarchism was an impossibility and that the anarchists, against 
their will, taught him that lesson, ]ust as John Stuart Mill, also 
against hxj^^wiU, had taught him that socialism was necessary ^ 
In the autumn of 1890 Morris decided to withdraw from the 
League, and in November he sent a valedictory letter to the 
Commonweal, in which he summed up his socialist views and his 
attitude towards the anarchists. He drew attention to the 
fact that notwithstanding the short space of time of seven years, 

^ J. W. Mackail, op ciL, p 232 ; compare How I became a SociahsU 
p. 17 sqq,, published by Justice, 
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the small number of socialist agitators and their shght mental 
equipment, the progress of socialist ideas was considerable. He 
had hoped the working men themselves would produce leaders 
from their midst. This hope had not been realised. And in the 
League itself much time and energy had been wasted by petty 
squabbles, lack of deliberation and of unselfishness, though 
there had been evidence of courage and readiness for making 
sacrifices. In spite of all this, socialism had mcreased in influence, 
simply because the apparently impregnable edifice of modern 
society was now on the verge of its downfall. Owing to the 
knowledge that the victory of socialism was inevitable, there 
was at present a good deal of discussion as to the proper policy 
to be adopted. The policy of physical force was senseless and 
only recoiled on the heads of its advocates. The policy of social 
reform would lead to State socialism and was equally undesirable. 
But there could be no gainsaying the fact that the spirit of the 
time was favourable to the policy of reform. At a period when 
reforms were being demanded on all sides it was the duty of all 
true socialists to confine themselves to preaching socialism. 
Only when a greater number of people professed socialism would 
it be time to discuss policies and lines of action.^ 

In the last years of his hie Morris took no active part either 
in the S D.F or in the anarchist movement. A small group of 
men and women formed at Kehnscott House the Hammersmith 
Sociahst Society, where Morns used to lecture or to attend the 
lectures of his friends. The Society published a few pamphlets 
and signed also the Joint Sociahst Manifesto, drafted by the 
representatives of the S.D F. and the Fabian Society on May i, 

1893 

A deep insight mto the character of Morris is given by G D H 
Cole : '' Morris passed from art to socialism, because he saw 
that under capitalism there could be no art and no happiness 

1 In the summer of 1895 Morris invited me to Kelmscott House 
In a convex sation on Socialism I defended parliamentary action, 
while Morris thought such action to be of little use in Great Britain, 
Grant Allen, then famous for his book The Woman Who Did, was 
present and appeared to support the views of Morris. 
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for the great majority. ... He saw clearly that, so long as 
men are in thrall to the industrial system, there could be no 
good art and no good life for the mass of the people Perhaps 
he did not see so clearly the way out — ^that was less his business. 
What he did was to put clearly before the world the baseness and 
imquity of industriahsm, and its polluting effect on civilisation 
despite the increase of material wealth. ... He wanted passion- 
ately that the things men had to make should be worth making — 
a joy to the maker and to the user.""" Those who desire to under- 
stand Morns should start with reading his Hopes and Fears for 
Art, " in which he set out clearly his conception of the relation 
of art to the social system." Then let them read the Dream of 
John Ball, a message of a free England, in which men count as 
comrades and not as " hands " m a profit-making system. 
Morris, more than any other prophet of revolution, " is of the same 
blood as national guildsmen, freedom for self-expression, freedom 
at work as well as at leisure, freedom to serve as well as to enjoy 
— ^that is the guidmg principle of his life. Or as Morris sang : 

Ours is the host that bears the word 
No master high or low — 

A lightnmg flame, a shearmg sword, 

A storm to overthrow ^ 

Morris's influence, as we see, is still active ; it is being felt 
among the Guild Sociahsts, the Church Socialist League, and 
literary men who are mclined towards socialism, hke Glutton 
Brock and John Dnnkwater. 

3.— THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC FEDERATION 

The S.D.F. began its career in 1885 as a small group, impaired 
by the defection of the men and women of the Sociahst League, 
and immediately threw itself into the fray of parliamentary 
action in spite of its numerical and financial weakness. The 
pohtical situation of the country appeared most favourable 
to this attitude; the dissolution of parliament and a general 

^ G. D. H. Cole, Self-Government %n Industry, third edition, pp. 
120-21, 302 (Bell ^ Sons, London, 1917). 
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election were imminent. In the previous year the agricultural 
labourers had obtamed the franchise ; the Gladstone Cabinet 
which had directed thq affairs of the country since 1880 had lost 
much of its prestige on account of the Irish unrest and the Egyp- 
tian war ; the Radical wing of the Liberal party was in open 
rebellion. The end of the old Liberal period, which had become 
apparent since 1880, was now an established fact. Neither the 
Conservatives nor the Liberals, for the most part, had any 
clear idea as to their future policy. Disraeli was dead, and his 
place as leader of the Conservative party was taken by Lord 
Salisbury, who was essentially a Whig. The Liberalism of old 
had been so completely victonous that there was nothing more 
left for it to do, and it had therefore to disappear from the 
political arena. What, however, was the Liberal party to do ? 
The only politician who had an answer ready was Joseph 
Chamberlain, the member for Birmingham and the idol of his 
fellow-citizens, just as Thomas Attwood was in his time. In 
August, 1885, Parliament was dissolved. Chamberlain started his 
agitation and dehvered aggressive speeches on social reform. 
Liberalism had to be set on its legs again by means of a popular 
programme. Inequality in the distribution of national wealth was 
the chief evil that had to be remedied. Free and universal educa- 
tion : a graduated income-tax ; land reform ; the transformation 
of the agricultural labourers into owners of small holdings ; an ex- 
tension of mumcipal self-government in order to facihtate the 
enactment of these reforms by the municipalities ; Ireland also 
would have to obtain a scheme of local autonomy- Lord 
Salisbury expressed alarm at this programme and dubbed its 
author “ Jack Cade." Indeed, Chamberlain's memorable 
" Ransom " speeches were reminiscent of natural law doctrine. 
The whole country was in a state of excitement 
To high-spinted politicians hke Hyndman and Champion, 
the state of affairs seemed to be particularly propitious for the 
S.D.F. to come forward as a pohtical factor. Both of them 
attempted, first of all, to negotiate with Mr, Chamberlain, but 
he bluntly refused to consider their suggestions. Thereupon 
Champion applied to his friend, Mr. Hudson, the soap manu* 
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facturer, who provided him with the funds for the candidature 
of John Burns, The Conservative Party, apprehensive of the 
victory of the Jack Cades, attempted to split the Liberal vote, 
and supplied the funds for two other social democratic candidates. 
The S.D F. was now able to enter upon its electoral campaign. 
John Burns contested Nottingham, John E. Williams Hamp- 
stead, and John Fielding Kennington. The elections took place 
in November, 1885. Burns obtained 598 votes, Williams 27 
votes. Fielding 32 votes. Socialism was evidently still too weak 
for the f 6 le of a political party. The result of the elections 
proved for the S.D.F. all but fatal. It lost many of its members ; 
the subscriptions decreased to an alarming extent ; the press 
began to ignore its very existence. But this eclipse of the S.D.F. 
was soon overcome. In 1886 the demonstrations of the xmem- 
ployed and the Radical agitation in favour of the Irish gave the 
leaders of the S.D F. an opportunity for attracting notice and 
regaining prestige, and they were not long in seizing it. 

The economic depression which began in 1875 reached its 
lowest depths in 1886. The number of the imemployed had 
greatly increased ; discontent spread in an ever-widening circle ; 
the dissatisfaction with free-trade found expression in the 
movement for fair-trade. In addition, the disruption of the 
Liberal Party, consequent upon Mr. Gladstone's Home Rule 
Bill, deepened the general unrest which had been gathering since 
1880. The materials for agitation were all ready to hand, and it 
was therefore an easy matter to arrange huge demonstrations 
in London. In the provinces also, in Manchester, Birmingham, 
Leicester and elsewhere, unemployed processions were organised. 
The years 1886 and 1887 were in general characterised by inter- 
national unrest. Disturbances, strikes, and street fighting took 
place in Holland and Belgium ; the violent agitations in some 
parts of the United States, led by anarchist commumsts, reached 
their climax in the tragic dynamite outrage in Chicago. Alto- 
gether, it was a most favourable time for the deployment of 
popular forces and for arraying them against the existing order. 

The leaders of the S.D.F. marshalled the London unemployed 
in processions, arranged deputations to various poor law guar- 
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dians, and held open air meetings. In one of these meetings 
Champion declared that he wished the capitalist class had only 
one neck, so that the misery of the people could be ended 
by a single stroke. Hyndman was of opinion that the 
prayers of the unemployed would only gain the ear of the public 
if a rich man were to be sacrificed on the grave of every poor 
man. The S.D.F., however, had not the field to itself. It 
found a competitor in the movement for fair trade or protective 
tariffe, into which also some labour leaders had drifted, and which 
decided to arrange counter-demonstrations with the view of 
attracting the masses and teaching them that the real cause of 
their misery was free trade and not capitalism, and that the 
true remedy was protection and not socialism. Towards the 
end of January, 1886, the leading men of the S.D.F. learned that 
the protectionists were thinking of holding a demonstration in 
Trafalgar Square. The S.D.F. at once decided to arrange a 
counter-demonstration on the same day and at the same place 
On February 8, both the protectionists and the social democrats 
converged on Trafalgar Square. Under these circumstances a 
disturbance of the peace could hardly be avoided. The pohce, 
therefore, requested the leaders of the S.D.F., in the interest of 
public order, to transfer their demonstration to Hyde Park. 
John Bums then seized the red flag, and, with his stentorian voice, 
called upon the crowd to follow him. Hyndman, Champion, 
and Williams marched at the head and the crowd followed them. 
When the demonstration reached the streets in the neighbour- 
hood of Pall Mall, some of the rich young men of the fashionable 
clubs appeared at the windows and doors, and provoked the crowd 
by derisive gestures and taunts. A shower of stones against 
the windows was the prompt reply of the demonstrators. The 
excitement rapidly increased in intensity, and soon the unem- 
ployed attacked the large shops and looted them until the police 
rushed up and scattered the mob. Hyndman, Bums, Champion, 
and Williams were arrested and soon released on bail. This, 
however, was not the only result of the demonstration : in the 
course of a few days the Lord Mayor of the City of London 
raised about £75,000 for the unemployed. The newspapers, 

XR 
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which depend for their existence on creating sensations and 
scares, did their very best to magnify the powers of the S D.F. 
a thousandfold and to exaggerate its harmfulness to an absurd 
degree. On April 5, 1886, the four accused sociahst leaders were 
brought before a jury. Burns dehvered a great revolutionary 
speech, while Hyndman was the real counsel for the defence. On 
April 10 aU the defendants were acquitted. In the latter half 
of 1887 trade improved, and the opportunity for work was more 
plentiful, so that the unemployed agitation lost its hold upon the 
masses. The police began to look upon such demonstrations as a 
nuisance to be checked and took stringent measures against them. 
On October 18, 1887, the police broke up one of these meetings in 
Trafalgar Square, and arrested twenty persons. A similar 
occurrence took place in Hyde Park. The change of Govern- 
ment must also have contnbuted to the change in the police 
attitude towards the unemployed demonstrations. The Liberals 
had been defeated and the Conservatives came in, whose Home 
Secretary prohibited all meetings in Trafalgar Square. This 
measure, which was regarded as an attack on free speech, 
aroused great dissatisfaction among the Radicals in London, 
who were willing to make common cause with the Sociahsts in 
defence of liberty. In addition, the Liberals were dissatisfied 
with the treatment which Mr. William O'Brien, the Irish member 
of Parliament, who was then undergoing a term of imprisonment, 
received at the hands of the prison authorities. The Radicals 
of London therefore decided to demonstrate in favour of O'Brien 
on Sunday, November 13, 1887, Trafalgar Square. At first 
they tried to induce the Home Secretary to give them the use 
of the Square. With this object in view they sent to him a 
deputation headed by Cunninghame Graham, the socialist and 
Scottish member of Parliament. The Home Secretary received 
the deputation, but refused their request, whereupon the Radicals 
and socialists ^resolved to defy the Government. Sir Charles 
Warren, at that time Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, 
closed the square both with police and military troops. All 
the bridges leading from the south of London to the Square 
were guarded by soldiers, and the police formed an iron ring 
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round the Square. Contingents of demonstrators from the 
South of London attempted to rush the sentries at Westminster 
Bridge, but were repulsed; several of them were wounded, 
and had to be transported to Charing Cross Hospital. The 
contingent from the North of London approached under the 
leadership of Cunninghame Graham and John Bums. Both of 
them made a determined attempt to force a way through the police 
cordon for their men, but were badly handled by the police, 
especially Graham, who bled profusely. Both Burns and Graham 
were then taken into custody. These events were subsequently 
known as " Bloody Sunday.'* On February 28, 1888, another 
demonstration took place, at which a workman, Smnell by name, 
was mortally wounded by the police. The socialists of London 
arranged an imposing funeral at which William Morns and Harry 
Quelch were the chief speakers. This event coincided with the 
conclusion of the period of unemployed demonstrations. Graham 
and Bums were arraigned before a jury and sentenced each to 
six weeks* imprisonment. Their counsel for the defence was Mr. 
H. H. Asquith, at that time a barrister, but at the present 
day (1914) Prime Minister, with John Bums as his colleague 
in the Cabinet (till August, 1914) ! 

In casting our glance back upon this period, apparently a time 
of great ferment and excitement, we must refer to the 
apocalyptic hopes to which it gave nse Although it was the 
product of unorganised and practically aimless movements and 
agitations, it was regarded by some of the socialist leaders as the 
eve of the social revolution. Morris and Champion indeed uttered 
warnings against rash measures, but they were both of opinion 
that these events had a revolutionary significance Morris 
drew from them the lesson that the task of the socialists con- 
sisted in the “ education of the people for the revolution,*' whilst 
Champion called attention to the ineiEciency of the traditional 
fighting by means of barricades Champion was a soldier and 
knew a good deal of military service, which affords an excellent 
training for thinking in revolutionary realities. He wrote : 

** The recent labour troubles in the United States, Belgium, and 
Holland, show the bitterness of the spirit of revolt now aflame 
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in the hearts of the working classes and the readiness with which 
their enemies call in the assistance of brute force. The first 
object of a general is to get the initiative, to keep in his 
own hands the choice of place and time of fighting. We have 
seen that rioters and even revolutionists have nearly always 
neglected this elementary precaution. Invariably the Govern- 
ment selects the occasion and the position. There is no excuse 
for such fatal blunderings. It seems to arise in this way. In 
peaceful times the Socialists of all shades are usually hard at 
work denouncing social injustice. Some incidents occur that 
arouse popular indignation, and the revolutiomsts are suddenly 
called upon to make good their words. Too often they have 
not the courage to say : ' This is not the time nor are you pre- 
pared. Go home and organise victory.' Usually they have been 
goaded by taunts into premature action, with the result ; ruthless 
white terror, imprisonment, disorganisation. Nor do some of 
our comrades seem to have reahsed the full meaning of modem 
improvements in weapons of war. In previous times barncades 
may have been successful. In the face of our modern arms of 
precision and quick-firing guns, barricades are of no use. To be 
successful in street-fighting we must have either better weapons 
or the positive assurance that the soldiers will refuse to obey 
their of&cers. If we should do it we are just hke savages, who, 
with their arrows and bows, array themselves against Gathng 
and Nordenfeldt guns. The rdle of street-fighting is over." ^ 

It must not be supposed, however, that Champion, in giving 
utterance to these wise reflections, renounced the policy of 
physical force. On the contrary, he was careful to point out 
at the same time that street-fighting would have to give place 
to dynamite — dynamite in the hands of small groups of deter- 
mined men, acting in secret. Nevertheless, Champion must 
,not be coimted among the decided adherents of physical force. 
He did not believe in violence as a principle. He was merely 
sick and tired of futile demonstrations and doctrinaire discussions. 
Successful parhamentary action would have completely satisfied 
him. In 1887 he left the S.D.F., and joined the staff of the 
^Justice, August 14, 1886. 
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Nineteenth Century, working at the same time for the creation of 
an independent Labour party. The rise of the New Unionism, 
which may be regarded as one of the results of the ferment of 
1886 and 1887, favoured such an idea. In 1889 Champion placed 
at the disposal of the dockers' strike his mihtary knowledge of 
deploying and exercising large bodies of men and posting of 
sentries. He edited the Labour Elector, to which he gave a social 
conservative tendency. In this he was influenced by Maltman 
Barry, a Conservative disciple of Karl Marx and a writer of 
abihty and great savoir faire, who was never appreciated at his 
true value by his party friends.^ Champion left England definitely 
in 1894 and settled in Australia, where he has been active in the 
interest of social democracy. 

Still, the year 1887 was remarkable enough. Its stormy 
events suggested to the Westminster Review the foUowmg 
thoughts : " The community should address itself to the great 
social questions which every day are knocking more loudly 
at our doors. The * convincing statistics ' of official optimists 
like Mr. Giffen betray a significant miscalculation of the factors 
and forces in modem society. It may be true, as he is always 
teUmg us, that there is not more poverty or misery in England 
than there used to be. But he omits to state that there is 
infinitely less disposition on the part of the poor to put up with 
their poverty, . . . This movement is common to the whole 
world, and in this country has been largely forwarded by the 
agitation of the S D F , which the general pubhc has alternately 
ignored and gone mto panics over. The efiects of the agitation, 
however, are too patent by this time for it to be sneered at or 
suppressed." The paper relates further how Champion was 
invited by the Churdi Congress to lecture before them on social- 

^ In 1902, on the occasion of the London Trade Union Congress, , 
Mr. (later Sir) RandaU Cremer and M. Jean Longnet introduced me 
to Maltman Barry. On my question as to his opinion about Marx, 
he gave me the foUowmg reply : ** As a Conservative, I dislike 
naturally three thmgs Atheism, the Jewry, and Germany. Marx 
united in himself all the three Yet, when I stood before him, 
listening to his words, I forgot my idiosyncrasies and I had but one 
feeUng— veneration.” 
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ism, how the Northumberland miners, on the instigation of the 
socialists, refused the Parhamentary salaries to their leaders, 
Messrs Burt and Fenwick, and earned a resolution in favour 
of an eight hours’ day “This is the first victory of the 
new socialist section, but will not be the last ” ^ The author 
of that paper proved a true prophet. The year 1887 saw also 
in the northern parts of Great Britain the rise of mdependent 
Labour pohtics, but there it was Keir Hardie and not Hyndman 
who was throwing the ferment into the trade union moyement. 

Towards the end of 1887 "the S,D.F, possessed thirty branches, 
mainly in London and Lancashire. Justice was increased in 
size. The S.D.F. began to gain in strength owing to the nse of 
New Umonism in 1888, and the successful dockers’ strike in 1889. 
The chief leaders in that memorable movement, viz , Ben TiUett, 
Tom Mann, John Burns, William Thome, Herbert Burrows, 
Annie Besant, and Eleanor Marx, either were members of the 
S.D.F. or had close relations with it. Ever since that event 
the general interest in socialism has been keener. The estabhsh- 
ment of the London County Council, the rise of municipal 
socialism, the revival of the International Working Men’s 
Association in 1889 congresses in Paris and Brussels, the 

celebration of May Day, and the general election of 1902, have 
all greatly contributed to the dissemination of socialist ideas. 
The S.D.F., however, had only a membership of about 5,000 in 
1894 and about 9,000 in 1900, nsing in the first decade of the 
present century to about 12,000. Its influence has always been 
an indirect one It has stimulated action both by its criticism 
and by its positive proposals. In parliamentary elections it 
has always been unsuccessful. In 1892 it put forward two candi- 
dates, in Salford and in Bethnal Green, and they received only 
659 votes in all. In 1895 its four candidates polled a total of 
3,730 votes. In the general election of January, 1906, it had 
eight candidates, but not a single one was successful. Their 
total number of votes amounted to 22,000, including 4,932 cast 
for Hyndman in Burnley, but this number fell to 3,810 in the 
December elections of 1910. 

^ Westminster Review , Decembei 1887, pp 1063-64 
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4.— PROGRAMME AND ELECTORAL POLICY OF THE S.D.F. 

The federation has had two programmes since its foundation. 
The first, which was adopted in October, 1884, ran as follows : — 

Labour is the source of all wealth, therefore all wealth belongs 
to labour. The object of the S.D F. is the establishment of a 
free society, based on the principles of political equality, with 
equal social nghts for all and complete emancipation of Labour. 
Our demands are : all officers or administrators to be elects 
by umversal suffrage ; legislation by the people ; abolition of 
the standing army ; estabhshment of a militia ; the people to 
decide upon peace and war; free, secular, and compulsory 
education ; free justice ; Home Rule for Ireland and the 
Colonies ; the production of wealth to be regulated by .society 
in the common interest of all ; the means of production, distri- 
bution, and exchange to be declared as collective property. 

This is followed by the programme adopted by the Democratic 
Federation. 

The programme has been extensively amended since 1893 
and took shape as follows : — 

Object. — ^Collective ownership of the means of production, 
distribution and exchange managed by a democratic State in 
the interest of the whole commonwealth ; complete emancipa- 
tion of labour from the domination of capital and landlords ; 
establishment of social and economic equality between the sexes 

This is followed by the demands which are identical with those 
of the former programme. Finally the following measures are 
demanded as palliatives or temporary reforms *'in order to 
alleviate the evils of existing society " ; public authorities and 
corporations to build healthy houses for the people, the rents 
solely to cover the cost of building and maintenance; free, 
secular, and technical education, to be compulsory for all classes ; 
likewise free feeding and clothing of children in all national 
schools. Child-labour is forbidden until the age of sixteen years ; 
employers are to be severely punished for any violation of these 
measures. The normal working-day consists of eight hours or 
less, but not more than forty-eight hours in the week; any 
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breach of this law is to be punished. Cumulative taxation 
all incomes over £300 a year. Nationalisation of railways ; 
municipalisation of gas, electricity, and water ; orgamsation of 
road-traffic in towns and of similar public monopolies in the 
interest of the whole commonwealth. Extension of the Post 
Office Savings Banks, so as to absorb all private institutions 
drawing profits from banking transactions. Repudiation of 
the national debt, collective ownership of land, organisation of 
agriculture in the interest of working men by the State and the 
municipality on the basis of co-operative principles. Disestab- 
lishment of the Church. Pensions for aged and invalid workers. 
Every person of the age of fifty to be released from the obligation 
to work, and granted the right to be supported by the State. 
Erection of municipal hospitals. Municipal control of the supply 
of coal and foodstuffs. Abolition of the present system of the 
maintenance of the poor, and the unemployed to be provided 
with useful work. State control of the lifeboat service. Pay- 
ment of members of Parliament and municipal officials ; election 
expenses to be defrayed by the State. Universal suffrage, annual 
parliaments, proportional representation, abolition of plural 
voting, abolition of monarchy and the House of Lords, self- 
government for all parts of the Empire. 

It is manifest that the programme grew up by successive ad- 
dition of aU kinds of reform measures, as opportunity demanded. 
The members of the S D.F. have, as a rule, attached httle 
importance to the palliative measures. They regarded them as 
being only capable of alleviating the social evils, but not of 
radically cunng them At the best they could but serve as a 
stimulant to the ailing, and give them a chance of pulling through 
the crisis. There was, however, a section of the S.D F. who 
regarded palliatives as positively injurious, since they were 
calculated to render the existing order more bearable, to lull 
the people and keep them quiet. The argument used by this 
section was that the task of the socialist was to allow the existing 
state of things to grow as bad as possible in order to aggravate 
class warfare, and cause it to rise to the intensity and volume of 
a social revolution. But even those members of the S.D.F. 
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who expressed approval of palliative measures failed to see that 
they were well worth fighting for, that the struggle waged on 
their account must lead to two results — ^first to a moral and 
intellectual improvement of those who are engaged in the battle 
for reform, secondly to a change in the social structure. 

The attitude of the S.D.F. towards social reform was not 
much in advance of that of Chartism. It drew up an extensive 
programme of reforms in order to depreciate it. Its annual 
conferences recommended palliative measures and they were 
haunted by the fear that they might postpone the revolution. 
This ambiguity led to misunderstandings and contradictions, 
which in 1903 and 1905 caused members in Scotland and London 
to secede from the S.D.F. and call nval organisations into being. 
They faced the consequences and condemned all propaganda 
for reform, devoting their energies to the spread of uncompromis- 
ing, revolutionary socialism. The Scottish secessionists organised 
themselves into the Socialist Labour Party (1903) after the model 
of the American Socialist Labour Party, led by Darnel De Leon 
{d, 1914), a professor of international law at the Columbia 
University, New York, and an extreme Marxist, who in the 
last years of his life embraced syndicalist views, without how- 
ever rejecting Parliamentary action The London secessionists 
formed the Socialist Party of Great Britain (1905), and with 
much perseverance and self-sacrifice have been disseminating 
Marx's views on economics and pohtical class warfare. 

The lack of clearness concerning the relation between 
reform and revolution, the faith in the efficacy of carrying 
theoretic resolutions and programmes, and the misinterpretation 
of Labour politics, have prevented the S D.F. from developing 
into a great Socialist Labour party, or bridging the gulf between 
pure sublimated theory and the complexities and crudities of 
social life. 

The S.D.F., for the same reason, was never able to reach a com- 
plete unanimity with regard to electoral pohcy. Its pnnaples, 
which were the outcome of the theory of class-war, consisted in 
adopting the same attitude to the Liberal as to the Conservative 
party, with a spint of enmity to both of them. No alliance, no 
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compromise with outside bodies. Independent action as social 
democrats in opposition to all non-socialist candidates, whether 
the latter belonged to the capitalist class or to the working class. 
It was not merely the capitalist, it was the non-socialist who had 
to be opposed. In practice, however, it was not possible to give 
effect to these pnnciples. At elections the members of the S.D F. 
displayed the tendency to vote for the Radicals in constituencies 
where no social democrat candidates had been put forward. The 
violation of this principle caused much discontent. This was 
increased by the old Chartist tradition that the Whigs (the 
Liberals) were the real enemies who had to be swept out of the 
way. These fluctuations in opmion were expressed in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth annual conferences (1898 and 1899). 
At the former conference the following resolution was proposed by 
the committee : — 

'‘This Conference is of opimon that the votes of members 
should be consistently used for opposing Liberal candidates. 
Wherever no social democrat candidates are standing, our 
members should at all times vote for the Tories, excepting in the 
case of candidates who belong to the extreme Radical section of 
the Liberal party, and are ready to work for the realisation of 
our immediate demands/' 

After Hyndman and other delegates had spoken in favour of 
the resolution, Dan Irving, the delegate from Burnley, moved 
the following amendment : — 

** In view of the fact that capitalists and landlords show the 
tendency at elections to combine in injunng the interests of the 
people, the Conference urges upon the Executive Committee 
to induce the members to cast their votes against both Liberals 
and Conservatives and to keep solely in view the interests of 
socialism, except in cases where the candidates are extreme 
Radicals/' 

The difference between the two resolutions is sufficiently clear. 
The former resolution was particularly directed against Liberal- 
ism, whose destruction is considered as the most important task 
of the socialists as voters. This policy of the S.D.F. is an exact, 
though unconscious, repetition of Feargus O'Connor's attitude 
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in 1840-41. The other resolution is stnctiy social revolutionary 
and coincides with Bronterre O'Brien's views at that period. 

The Executive withdrew its resolution in favour of Irving's, 
which was passed unanimously. Nevertheless, a year later the 
Executive reaffirmed its belief in the resolution it had withdrawn 
and placed it before the annual conference. It provoked a keen 
discussion. Irving and Burrows spoke against it. The latter 
declared that the Federation had neither the power to injure the 
Liberals nor the mandate to force social democrats to vote for 
Tones. Finally, the resolution was adopted by 51 votes to 31, 
but it possessed merely an academic value. 

5. — ^THE RELATION BETWEEN THE S.D.F. AND TRADE UNIONISM 

In September, 1884, the S.D.F. defined its attitude towards 
British trade uniomsm. John Bums was the chief agitator 
against the trade unionist leaders who had relapsed into Liberal- 
ism. He accused them of venality and lack of principle, and 
called upon working men to rouse themselves from the slumber 
in which they had been sunk since 1848.^ Two months later the 
Executive Committee of the Federation pubhshed a manifesto 
to the Trade Unions, reproaching them with having forgotten 
how to fight and with having made peace, or even concluded an 
alliance, with capitalism. They made no reference to the class 
straggle that really existed and must go on between Labour and 
Capital. They proclaimed by silence a truce where there was no 
truce. The trade unions represented only the merest fraction of 
the workers. Yet they pretended to speak for Labour. The 
trade unions unhappily only thought of improving the social 
position of the more favoured few affiliated to their body, and 
they were blind to the misery of the masses. They failed to see 
that it was not improvement but revolution that was wanted. 
The raising of wages, the shortening of hours, were the loftiest 
things for which they strove. The trade unions must understand 
that it was the wage-system that must be fought. Private 
property in the means of production must cease, and associated 
^ fusUce, July 19, 1884. 
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labour with equitable distnbution of its produce must take its 
place.^ 

This manifesto inaugurated the era of hostility between the 
Trade unions and social democracy, which lasted for more than 
a decade, and gave nse to polemical excesses on both sides. The 
social democrats condemned trade unionism root and branch, 
while the old trade umonist leaders proclaimed themselves the 
bulwark against revolution. Gradually, however, these excesses 
and enmities ceased. With the rise of the New Unionism and the 
formation of the Independent Labour Party, both camps, socialism 
and Labour, arrived at a better and truer appreciation of their 
respective spheres of action. A current of ideas more friendly 
to trade unionism set in among the S.D F societies in the North 
of England, whose members began to urge a revision of the 
S.D.F. views concerning trade unionism. At the seventeenth 
annual conference (1897) of the S.D.F. the Executive recom- 
mended all members of the Federation to join trade unions and 
co-operative societies, because these were organisations tending 
to the improvement of the conditions of the workmg classes. 
At the same time the members were called upon to do their best 
for the education of the trade umonists m socialism, and to 
extend their pohtical support to trade unionists and co-operators 
as a means to the promotion of the socialist aim and end. The 
mover of this resolution, Dr. Edward Avehng, speaking in support 
of it, declared that it was high time to make an authoritative 
declaration on the relation between the S.D.F.and trade unionism. 
Everyone was aware that the opinions of the Federation on this 
matter were divided. It was the duty of socialists to permeate 
the trade unions and co-operative societies with collectivist 
views, since the ideas of the organised working men were moving 
in a socialist direction. The resolution was seconded by Dan 
Irving, who stated that the opinions of some social democrats 
were repellent to trade unionists. After a rather lengthy dis- 
cussion, in which all views found expression, the resolution was 
carried by 46 votes to two.^ 

^Justice, September 6, 1884. 

* R^ort of XVII. Annual Conference of the S.D.F., 1897, p, ao. 
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At the twenty-second annual conference (1902) the question 
of the relation of the S.D.F. to trade unionism received further 
elucidation. Harry Quelch, editor of the Justice, moved the 
following resolution on behalf of the Executive : — 

In view of the increasing tendency of the Trade Unions to 
enter into pohtics^ . . . the Conference recommends all members 
of the S.D F to become active members of their trade unions 
so far as possible, and to bestir themselves to lead their pohtical 
activities into socialist channels Whilst expressly lajdng stress 
on the view that the collective ownership of the means of pro- 
duction, distnbution, and exchange must be the objective of 
every actual movement of the working class, and that this object 
can only be attained by an energetic class-war until the working 
class has achieved its emancipation from class-rule — ^the Con- 
ference again confirms the friendly attitude of the S.D F. to 
trade unionism and similar orgamsations and recognises them as 
corporate bodies of workmg men, who have combined in order 
to fight the capitalists. Whilst we decline to form an alhance 
with the trade umons which might bmd us to support men and 
measures with which the S.D.F. cannot agree, we recommend the 
afiiliated societies to cultivate friendly relations with the trade 
umons, and wo assure the trade umons that we sympathise with 
them in their fight for better conditions and are ready to work 
hand in hand with them as soon as they are willing to adopt 
socialist measures ^ 

The theoretical phases, through which the S.D.F. passed in 
the years between 1894 and 1902, already indicate that in the 
meantime considerable political changes must have occurred 
in Great Britain, and particularly in the ranks of Labour. It is 
indeed not possible to continue the history of the S.D F. from 
1901 onwards without continually referring to the other socialist 
organisations, social reform societies and Labour politics, with 
the history of which we have still to deal. 

^ The Labour Party was formed in the year 1900 

* Report of the XXII. Annual Conference, 1902, p. 19-20 
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I. — ORIGIN AND NAME 

Among the many societies for social reform, which came into 
existence in the years from 1870 to 1890, none has exercised so 
marked and beneficial an influence on educated pubhc opimon 
and on legislation as the Fabian Society. In 1882 several persons 
met m London for the purpose of the study of ethics. The leading 
spirit was Professor Thomas Davidson, who was born in Scotland, 
worked as an educatiomst in the United States of America, and 
from time to time visited Great Bntam. He was essentially 
an ethical anarchist communist, basing all improvement on self- 
reform He gained a small group of adherents in London, to 
whom he submitted the plan of forming a Fellowship of the New 
Life with the view of reconstructing human life on the pnnciple 
of highest morality. After a few months the majority, altogether 
a dozen men, came to the conclusion that social reform through 
le^slation was at least as important as self-reform through ethical 
contemplation. They left the Fellowship and settled down to a 
study of social questions. The outcome of their studies was the 
formation of the Fabian Society (F.S ) in January, 1884 The 
Society adopted the name Fabian after Fabius Cunctator, the 
Roman general, whose tactics, which they undertook to imitate, 
they defined as follows : " For the right moment you must 
wait, as Fabius did most patiently when warring against 
Hannibal, though many censured his delays ; but when the time 
comes you must strike hard, as Fabius did, or your waiting will 
be m vain, and fruitless." The author of this motto was Frank 
Podmore. The F.S. has been from the outset socialist, although 
its sociahsm was indefinite, or at least of no special mark. Its 
. «74 
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members had been stimulated by the agitations of Henry George 
and H. M. H5mdman as well as by the writings of John Stuart 
Mill and the whole current of tiie new school of social science. 
None of the original members were distinguished by particular 
talents which could have raised them above the leaders 
of the Democratic Federation or of any of the social reform 
societies which then existed. A few months after its 
formation the F.S. began to attract the attention of two young 
intellectuals who were in search of light rather than heat, and 
who were destined to impart to the new organisation a special 
character. These men were G eorge Bernard S haw and Sidney 
Webb. Shaw was at that time an obscure journalist and budding 
novelist, Webb held a clerkship in the Colonial Office. To these 
two members the F.S. owes its importance in the history of 
British socialist thought. They were ably supported by Sidney 
Olivier, Graham Wallas, Mrs. Annie Besant, Hubert Bland, and 
WiUiam Clarke. All of them brought fresh, open, and critical 
minds to bear upon economic and social questions, and all of 
them were conscious that they had still a good deal to learn, 
before they could teach and act. They read Marx, Lassalle, 
Proudhon, Owen, as well as the English economists. Smith, 
Ricardo, Mill, Cliffe Leslie, and Caimes, and gradually shook 
themselves free from the old sociahst traditions. This period 
of study and preparation lasted from 1884 to 1887. It began 
with a rather mild disapproval of the " statements and phrases ” 
of the Democratic Federation,^ and it ended with a complete 
separation from the doctrinal bases and propagandist methods 
of all sociahst organisations. These were years in which the 
leading Fabians took the offensive against the main doctrines of 
Marx, Owen, and Chartism. The leader of this campaign was 
Sidney Webb, an essentially constructive mind, and therefore more 
fitted for the council chamber and lecture room than for agita- 
tion and public demonstration. He found a most responsive 
and effiaent spokesman in George Bernard Shaw, a bom fighter 
and formidable controversialist. Were his ardent temperament 
and dour determination not counterbalanced by an analytical 
^ FaMm Tracts, No. 41, p. 21. 
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intellect averse from all romanticism, Shaw would have been a 
revolutionary leader. 

Under the guidance of these men the Fabians have endeav- 
oured to do as much for British socialism as was done for 
British hberalism, in the first decades of the nineteenth century, 
by the philosophical radicals with Jeremy Bentham and James 
Mill at their head.^ The philosophical radicals were not a political 
party, and yet they succeeded in exercising a permanent influence 
on the reform movements and on the legislation of that period. 
Why should not the Fabians, then, be able to perform a similar 
function in their time ? Theoretically, Bentham's efforts were 
directed against the system of law of nature, whose most famous 
exponents at that time were the followers of Rousseau. In a 
hke manner Webb and Shaw brought their critical powers to 
bear upon the socialist deductions from Ricardian economics, 
as expounded by Marx and his disciples. In all the writings of 
the Fabian leaders up to the end of the nineteenth century, even 
in those that have no direct connection with socialism, the echoes 
of those battles are still audible. Further, Bentham's practical 
activities were directed against the landed oligarchy and in 
favour of democracy. Similarly, Webb and Shaw have always 
been opposed to the capitalist-liberal oligarchy. Bentham's 
formula was, " The greatest happmess of the greatest number." 
The Fabian formula is^ ** The greatest efficiency nf fh^ 
number." The analogy is still closer. The philosophical 
radicals, for all their opposition to Rousseauism, arrived at 
the same conclusions as Rousseau. For all practical purposes 
it makes no difference whether democracy is deduced from the 
social contract or from utiHty. Similarly, it makes no difference 
whether socialism is to be established by reasoning from the 
labour value theory and class struggle or from the theory 
of rent and collective effort. 

The analogy between philosophical radicalism and the Fabian 
Society renders it easier to define the character of the latter^ The 
Fabian Society is neither a socialist party nor pre-eminently a 
school of socialist doctrines, but a group of men and women who 
^ Fab%<m Tracts, No. 51, p. 6. 
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are endeavouring to spread practical views on the immediate 
and pressing social problems, and to indicate the way for their 
embodiment in legislative or administrative measures- Accordmg 
to these views socialism is not a revolutionary movement of the 
working classes for the purpose of estabhshing some new form of 
society, nor is it an anti-parliamentary and an extra-national 
system of co-operation. It is the result of a long series of 
national problems, which have arisen out of the manifold 
economic, social, and spiritual changes that were taking place in 
the last century, and which must be dealt with by the nation 
if it desires to raise its efficiency and to continue its upward 
progress. 


2. — ^FROM OWEN AND MARX TO WEBB 

It has ]ust been stated that Sidney Webb must be regarded 
as the real pioneer of Fabianism. He has been greatly assisted 
by the analytical powers and dialectical skill of G. B. Shaw, 
and to a higher degree by the soaal knowledge, ethical fervour, 
and great literary gifts of Mrs. Sidney Webb. His achievements 
are thus the result of the co-operative efforts of several minds. 
But so are the achievements of any inventor, discoverer, or philo- 
sopher and scientist. No man creates ex nihth, but out of the 
materials supplied to him by his predecessors, his contemporanes, 
and his own experience. Yet, people are wont to trace back 
particular thoughts and actions to a particular man or woman 
who expressed or performed them in the most acceptable or 
satisfactory manner or at the proper time. In this sense do we 
speak here of the pioneering work of Sidney Webb with regard 
to Fabiamsm, though the assistance and contributions of G. B. 
Shaw and Mrs. Sidney Webb must by no means be ignored. 

We shall be able the better to appreciate the work of Webb, 
if we compare it with that of his illustrious predecessors, Owen 
and Marx. 

At the time when Owen entered on his socialist propaganda 
the working classes were not organised and not conscious of the 
strength which unity could give them, and they were on the whole 
uneducated and helpless. The State was entirely oligarchic and 
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an instniment of oppression and repression, — a machinery for 
war, police, and taxation. Anything in the nature of welfare, 
improvement, and social justice, was not regarded as the business 
of the State. Under these circumstances Owen could not help 
coming to the conclusion that the salvation of the people must 
come from some self-sacnficing redeemer, some heroic educator 
and organiser, who would use the new resources, which were 
unlocked by science, for the benefit of the working classes. 
Parhamentary action was futile, since the State had nothing 
to do with the welfare of the masses. Trade union action was 
of no avail, since the possessing and ruhng classes were united 
against the people ; capital, machinery, and soldiery, would 
defeat any effort the working classes might make towards 
improving their condition. Besides, the rich as well as the poor 
were basing their ideas, feelings, laws, and aspirations on an 
error, — on the cardinal error that man made his own character, 
whereas in reality the character of man was made for him by 
circumstances. These circumstances were created by pnvate 
property and competition, and therefore resulted in social evil. 
A change of circumstances was necessary — s. change from private 
property and competition to communism and co-operation ; and 
this change could only be achieved by a hero of rationalism, 
who has won the respect and the hearts of the people. 

When Marx, armed with the evolutionary philosophy and 
positive science of his age, appeared on the scene, the working 
classes formed already an army, valiantly fighting against heavy 
odds for political and economic emancipation. The landed 
ohgarchy, too, was engaged in a losing fight against the rising 
tide of middle-class liberalism. The State was gradually assum- 
ing the character of a protector of child and female labour, 
while the adult workmg population was being left to the tender 
mercies of competition, of supply and demand and the struggle 
for life, without any direct power to influence legislation or the 
conditions of labour, and this in an era of enormous accumulations 
of wealth and the accession to political power of the middle 
classes. Marx’s theories are the adequate expression of this 
period; they epitomize the conditions created by a fiercely 
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competitive economic life, non-democratic constitution, and a 
society split up in antagonistic warring classes. 

Between the years 1865 and 1885 Great Britain entered on a 
period of change. Thought was moving away from its old 
moorings. The rise of the working classes could no longer be 
denied ; their influence on legislation and the wage-contract 
was visibly on the increase. They had obtained the franchise 
and the legalisation of trade unionism. The Bntish Constitution 
was turned into a democracy. Old liberalism, with its doctrme 
of mdividual interest as the best guide to happiness, was giving 
way to the collectivist theory of State and municipal action for 
social reform. 

It must, however, not be supposed that these changes were 
clearly defined and manifest to all. They were tendencies rather 
than accomphshed facts, — ^tendencies often neutralised by old 
modes of thought and action. But Webb saw them clearly 
enough. Expenence is, after all, not a passive mental reflection 
of the external world, but the product of external phenomena 
and of the operations of mind according to its capacity and equip- 
ment At any rate, it appeared to Webb that it was no longer 
admissible to allow a sociahst theory which was grounded on 
past conditions to continue unchallenged and unrevised. A 
democratic State which was prepared to take upon itseK social 
reform duties, a working class with economic influence and power, 
a nation with a growing social conscience, could not be treated 
from the standpoint of revolution and class struggle. The 
fundamental socialist concepts needed a new basis and new 
methods more in harmony with new conditions. Socialism had 
to be adapted to democracy. This adaptation has been per- 
formed by Sidney Webb. It represents the transition from 
Marxism to Fabianism, or from social revolutionary doctrine to 
social practice 

Rightly understood, the pre-democratic socialists of the 
Chartist or Marxist type could not but think of a revolution, 
since they had first to sweep away the old State in order to create 
a pohtical mechanism for a collectivist re-organisation of society. 
In a democratic society, and in a State which acknowledges the 
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duty of carrying social legislation, there was no need for a revolu- 
tion in order to create a new political mechanism, for it was in 
existence and needed but to be used. The real question, there- 
fore, was, How was this State to be used in order to get systematic 
social reform ? 

The Owenites went outside the State for the purpose of building 
up a co-operative commonwealth, and they elaborated its general 
outlines, and even its details, by pen and pencil. The Marxists 
scorned all sketches and all questionings for the details of the 
future State, but urged upon the working classes to fight against 
the existing order, to obtain political power, to seize the State for 
the purpose of the abolition of the capitalist system which 
obstructed the birth of the new society, or rather the collectivist 
forces which the present society created ; this constituted the 
real mission of the socialists. Webb investigates the particular 
evils of society, points out the remedy for each of them m accord- 
ance with the general principles of socialism, and endeavours to 
persuade the nation that those remedies are practicable and 
smtable for legislation. The mission of the socialists was there- 
fore to acquire knowledge by means of specialised research into 
the vanous manifestations of economic and social life, to acquaint 
themselves with the machinery of legislation and administration, 
and to put their knowledge and experience at the disposal of 
aU political agencies. There was no reason for socialists to wait 
for the soaal revolution. The realisation of socialism had 
begun from the moment when the State became accessible to 
social reform ideas, and the employers of labour admitted col- 
lective bargaimng and submitted to State and trade unionist 
intervention. 

The Owenites advised the working men to abandon political 
and trade unionist action, and to devote their energies and 
funds to collective production. The Marxists advised the working 
men to conquer political power and to use their trade unions for 
social revolutionary purposes. Webb asks the working men to 
vote straight and send social reformers to Parliament in sufficient 
numbers to form a majority and to assume the reins of govern- 
ment. He further advises them to work for the extension of 
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the principles of democracy to factory, workshop, mine and 
field 

Owenite socialism was idylhc ; Marxist socialism was revolu- 
tionary and theoretical ; Fabian socialism is everyday politics 
for social regeneration. 

The key of Owemsm is the doctrine of circumstances in relation 
to the formation of human character. The philosophy which 
served Marx in his analysis of capitalist society and in the 
mobilisation of the working class for socialism, consists of the 
labour-value theory with class warfare as the dynamic force. 
The socialism of Webb is based on the extension of the theory 
of rent and on the growth of the social conscience of the nation. 

Webb stands on the shoulders of J. S. Mill. He is the direct 
mental descendant of the last great Utilitanan. He has taken 
up the work of socialism where Mill left it — ^namely, half-way 
between individuahsm and social reform, and has carried it a 
good distance further. We have seen how Mill was groping 
for a theory of social reform by means of the law of rent, but did 
not go beyond land reform. Webb, on the other hand, went on 
and crossed the sphere of movable capital. Looking back over 
the record of human progress there appeared to him one main 
economic characteristic underlying every form of society. As 
soon as production was sufficiently advanced to furmsh more 
than maintenance, there arose a struggle for the surplus product. 
The individuals or classes who possessed social power had at all 
times, consciously or unconsciously, made use of that power for 
the purpose of appropriating the surplus product and leaving 
to the great majority of their fellows practically nothing beyond 
the means of subsistence according to the current local standard. 
This surplus product possessed the character of rent. In relation 
to agriculture it was fertility, mineral contents, position, or even 
the mere presence of human beings, that combined to make the 
net advantages of one piece of land very different from that of 
another. This differential advantageousness, rising in scale 
from the very margin of cultivation to the most superior sites, 
accounted for the phenomenon of economic rent. It was this 
law of rent that formed the economic ferment of our generation. 
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Under unrestricted private ownership and fiee competition, with 
the motive of pecuniary self-interest in full play, the man in 
possession of any position economically superior to the very 
margin of cultivation or to the very limit of advantageousness 
was findmg himself able to retain for himself the whole differential 
advantage of that position over and above the yield of the worst 
in use. This law of rent held good not of land only. All produc- 
tive labour was but man's method of earmng a living ; and in 
economics, '"as Whately long ago observed, rent is a genus, 
of which land rent is but one species." Alike in all capitalist 
enterprise — ^m manufacture, in transport, m distribution, as 
well as in agriculture — ^the factors of production were diffeient 
one from another m net advantageousness no less than the land 
itself. The world of business was as diverse in its productivity 
as the various classes of soil of a farm In one industry every 
operative would be using, on an average, a thousand pounds 
worth of plant and machinery In another, earned on in the 
very same street, the operatives work with a total plant worth 
perhaps a few pounds. A census of production would show 
striking differences in the output per head of the working people 
in the same branches of industry. The differences between the 
quahties of land would find their analogy in the difference between 
the sites of the factories and commercial offices, use of inventions 
and discovenes, raw materials and tools, forms of organisation 
and management. And as the wages and paces were determined 
by marginal labour the differential advantages of the more 
favoured establishments consisted of enormous industrial rents, 
the greatest portion of which was unearned increment, since 
the special advantages which resulted in the differential rents 
were not the effects of the mental and bodily efforts of the 
capitalists, and their rewards bore no relation whatever to their 
social services. 

The advantages which capitalists enjoyed were the effects of 
social effort. All who were rendering services to society contn- 
buted to the growth of civilised life, to the achievements of science, 
to the increase of wealth, and more efficient forms of orgamsation. 
This did not, however, imply that the distnbution of the produce 
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should be efiected on the principle of equality. But every worker 
should be guaxanteed a minimum of civilised existence, and the 
more able should receive a higher remuneration as rent of abihty. 
As long as the social conscience of the nation was not yet deve- 
loped enough to cause men to perform their duty to society 
without regard to the degree of remuneration, equality of distri- 
bution was impossible Meanwhile it was but bare justice to 
afford every wilhng worker a minimum of bodily and mental 
existence, corresponding to the existing level of civilisation, in 
order to keep him in efficiency and to render him capable of 
rising in the scale of social life and earning a rent of ability. 

From these considerations follows a social policy which is 
different from that of both Owen and Marx, (i) The struggle is 
not to be fought out between rationalist and theological views, 
nor between the capitalist class and the working class, but 
between the overwhelming majonty of the nation and the appro- 
priators of differential rent — ^between those who make inventions 
and discoveries, or who are busy with scientific and social 
research, who organise industries, design machinery, perform 
bodily labour, and those who grow rich on these social services 
merely because they invest capital , (2) Since differential rent or 
unearned increment is the result of social labour and general 
development it ought to be utihsed for the good of the whole 
society; (3) A government which is seriously bent on social 
reform must therefore turn its attention to the industrial and 
agricultural rent and use it m the interests of the whole com- 
munity, partly by means of taxation, partly by muniapalisation 
and nationalisation.^ 

Webb, being always in contact with social realities, has never 
ceased to study socialism. He professes no dogmas or final 
truths ; he has no theory from which he would separate with 
regret. He brings an open mind to every new development of 
soaalist and economic theory. He has been, for instance, one of 
the very small number of State socialists whom syndicalism has 

^ Fabian Tracis, Nos 7, 15, 41, 51, 70, 108, 159 ; Fabian Essays, 
i88g. New Statesman, (CompaaeH G. Wells, 

Worlds for Old, 1908, Chapter xin, §1.) 
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not fnghtened into an a pnon condemnation of its tenets and 
tendencies, but who have made an impartial study of it. 

Only in one respect Webb appears to have committed an 
error« He has not appreciated to the full the histone mission of 
the workmg class in brmgmg about socialism. His mental 
descent from Mill and the new school of pohtical economy on the 
one hand, and his implicit belief in Bntish democratic institu- 
tions on the other, have not allowed him to see the kernel of truth 
which the Marxist theory of class warfare contams. Marx has 
not idolised nor idealised the proletariat ; he took the working 
class for what they really are — ^an oppressed class, to whom the 
avenues of art and science and all mental culture are closed ; 
but he saw quite clearly that the material interests, needs, and 
efforts of a social class, when m conformity with the general 
development of society, are a powerful lever of progress. It is 
only from this consideration that Marx has appealed to the 
proletanat and endeavoured to make them conscious of their 
conditions and efforts From this, and from no other, point of 
view can independent Labour politics and a socialist Labour 
programme be justified. 

3. — ^AIM AND POLICY OF FABIANISM 

The clearest insig ht into the aims and pohey of the Fabian s 
i ^afforded by their official report to the International S ocialist 
and Trade Umon Congress in London (1896) of the" 

Fabian Society wag'to to majre their p SEtical 

coi^tution tnorougniy democratic, and so to sod^^e^Th eir 
as to make the livelihood of the people ftnfirely 
pepdentni capitalism . The Fa bian Society, far from holding aloof 
horn other bodies, was urgmg itsTnembers fo i'giiTtESirand wa s 

permeating them with Fabian ideas. A lmost aU organisations 

and movements contained elements making for socialism. The 
Fabian So ciety was constitutio nal in its attitude, and its metho ds. 
which were those usual in political litein England It stood fo r 
democracy, which meant simply the co ntrol of the administration 
J bv ^ fer ee lv e l ected representatives of the peo^e It repu diamd, 
however. _all conceptions of democracy as a system by" whic h 
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.all the techni cal work of national administration, and the 
ap ^ointmenFoTT^^ officials slTould be cam edT on by mea ns 
of thereferendmn or popular elec - 

tion~ ^Vbocia iisin7 as understood by the Fabians, meant the 
organis^fion and conduct of the necessar y industries of th e 
country, and the appropriation of all forn^of economic rent 
^f land and capital by the nation as a whole, through the mos t 
suitable pubhc authorities, parochial, municipal, provincia l, 
or central. H. The United Kmgdom now posse ssed an elaborate 
democratic State machine^, "^^^ from the parish council 

up to the central government, which could be used for the 
purpose of carrying socialist measures. The difhculty was not 
to secure more pohtical power for the people, but to persuade 
them to make proper use of the power they already possessed, 
"ffie Fabi an Society did not direct its appeal s to any particular 
dass, bu t to men and women of all classes who saw the evils o f 
societ y and desirea to remedy them . It was, therefore, endeavour- 
ing to rouse social compunction by making the public conscious 
of the evil condition of society under the present system. This it 
was doing by collecting and publishing authentic and impartial 
statistical tracts, compiled from official sources Socialism 
needed light rather than heat. The Fabians discarded such 
phrases as '' fhe^bolition of the wage system.'' Socialism by no 
meatrs mivol ' ved Llie abol ition ot wages, but was aiming a t the 
establishment of standard allowances for the maintenance of a ll 
workers of the co mmunitv in its own service, as an alternative 
to wageslixed by the competition of destitutFmen and women 
w orking for private employment, as well as tor commercia l 
profits, commissions, and all other speculative and competitive 
forms ot remuneration. ^ The Fabian Society opposed all preten- 
sions to hamper the soci^sation of industry mth equal wa^, 
^ual hours of labour^ Tqual offidal status, or equal authority 
for everyone. 5uch^ conS& were not only impracticable, 
but incompatible with equality of subordination to the 
common interests. The Fabians steadfastly discountenanced all 
schemes fo r securing' to any person or any gr oup of persons 
** the wholeproduct of their labour.'" Moreover they recogmsed 
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that wealth joa al in it s on gin an^must be socid in 

of industry had m ade it im - 
possible to distinguish the particular contribution that each 
personl^de t o the common pro35cFrorTQ‘"asc5 EtijiI]IiI^ 

'"'“^ese declarations m ake it easie r to understand the programm e 

^*d'‘mggogs^“b T^e 

4 , — ^PROGRAMME AND METHODS 

The declaration of principles on the basis of the Fabian 
Society IS as follows : — 

''The Fabian Society consists of socialists. 

" It therefore aims at the re-organisation of Society by the 
emancipation of land and industnal capital from individual and 
class ownership, and the vesting of them in the community for 
the general benefit. In this way only can the natural and 
acquired advantages of the country be equitably shared by the 
whole people. 

" The Society accordingly works for the extinction of private 
property in land and of the consequent individual appropriation, 
in the form of rent, of the price paid for permission to use the 
earth, as well as for the advantages of superior soils and sites. 

" The Society, further, works for the transfer to the community 
of the admmistration of such industrial capital as can 
conveniently be managed socially. For, owing to the monopoly 
of the means of production in the past, industrial inventions 
and the transformation of surplus income into capital have 
mainly enriched the proprietary class, the worker being now 
dependent on that class for leave to earn a living. 

" If these measures be earned out, without compensation 
(though not without such relief to expropriated individuals as 
may seem fit to the community), rent and interest will be added 
to the reward of labour, the idle class now living on the labour of 
others will necessarily disappear, and practical equality of 
opportunity will be maintained by the spontaneous action of 
economic forces with much less interference with personal 
liberty than the present system entails. 

. " For the attainment of these ends the Fabian Society looks ^ 
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I to the spread of socialist opinions, and the social and political 
I changes consequent thereon, including the establishment of 
I equal citizenship for men and women. It seeks to achieve these 
I ends by the general dissemination of knowledge as to the relation 
/ between the individual and Society in its economic, ethical, and 
political aspects." 

The leaders of the Fabian Society, beheving that it was possible 
to turn the whole power of Bntish pohtical action in the direction 
of distinctly socialist reforms, are urging upon the members to 
exercise continuously their fuU influence in local political affairs 
The work of the Board of Guardians, the County, Town, District 
or Parish Council, the local political associations or clubs, would 
offer to Fabians many opportunities not only for valuable 
sociahst propaganda, but also for important work in carrying 
socialist principles into practice. The Fabians should therefore 
join some local pohtical association, and endeavour to become a 
member of its executive council and one of its representatives 
to the central pohtical bodies for London and the United Kingdom 
respectively. In short, active pohtical work and full exercise 
of citizenship in the interest of social reform is the duty of the 
Fabians. It is therefore particularly important that they 
should make themselves acquainted with the actual machinery 
of public administration in the districts m which they reside, 
and with the parliamentary constituenc}^ in which they are 
electors. Finally, the Fabians should cultivate friendly relations 
with, and afford all possible assistance to, the other socialist 
organisations in their distnets. 

T^e Fabian Society appears to form an institute for social 
engmeering. It always combines an ounce of theory with a ton 
of practice. Having learned from expenence that socialists 
cannot have their own way in everything any more than any 
other people, the Fabian Society recognises that in a democratic 



-iregiraras other 

socialist orgamsation m the United Kingdom. For the iSirst 
time in the history of socialism we see socialists who do not 
desire to separate themselves from the nation by forming com- 
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munistic or ethical colonies or by organising the working classes 
into a State within the State, but who are endeavouring to 
leaven the national life with their ideas and strengthen the 
State with their practical measures. Their work is social citizen- 
ship pure and simple. The nation having arrived at a new phase 
of its development, in which it needs new ideas and measures for 
its existence, the Fabian Society has voluntarily trained itself 
tor this national mission. 

The Fabian Society was instrumental in forming the Labour 
Party and has been represented on its executive by one delegate. 
Although the Fabians, as has been shown, are averse from 
forming a political party of their own and, least of all, a class 
party, they promoted the idea of an independent Labour party 
by their two Tracts, entitled A Fabian ElecUon Manifesto (1892) 
and A Plan of Campaign for Labour (1894) Several of the 
leading men of the Fabian Society have of late largely identified 
themselves with the Labour Party and the sociahst Labour 
movement. 

There is, of course, no complete unity of thought and aims in 
the Fabian Society. Since 1906, when H. G. Wells, the foremost 
sociological novehst of Great Britain, who was then a member 
of the Fabian Society, raised the banner of revolt, a certain 
amount of opposition to the old policy has been growmg. Some 
of its members have been advocating its transformation into a 
socialist party. Others have been askmg for a closer identifica- 
tion with the Labour Party. In the last few years some of the 
younger members, mostly University men and publicists who are 
in touch with syndicahsm and industrial Unionism, have been 
workmg for guild -sociahsm, with the importance of which we 
shall deal in a later chapter. 

5.— LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC WORK 

The first fruits of the economic and historical studies and 
researches of the leading minds of the Society were the Fabian 
Essays in Socialism, published in 1889, republished since several 
times, reaching a total number of 40,000 copies. Three of the 
essays, which Sidney Webb and Bernard Shaw contnbuted, 



LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC WORK 


289 


stand forth as masterpieces of socialist thought and economic 
reasoning. Webb excels in economic history, Shaw m elucidation 
of some economic categories and in summarising British socialist 
history. The Essays form the groundwork of Fabianism. 
While the latter are calculated to influence the educated, the 
Fabian Tracts are meant to instruct ail intelligent men and 
women who desire either a good summary of some socialist 
question or guidance in carrjnng out social reform measures. 
They are published in the form of pamphlets of about twenty- 
four pages at the price of one penny There are now about 190 
Tracts published, the total circulation of which must have reached 
by now far over one million copies. Most of them were wntten 
by experts. The following deserve special mention : Soaahsm, 
true and false, by Sidney Webb, explanatory of the meaning of 
modern socialism ; Facts for Socialists, a statistical survey of the 
distnbution of the national income amongst the classes, and of 
the resulting conditions of the people ; Socialism and Superior 
Bra%ns, by Bernard Shaw, arguing both against the crude notion 
of equality of income and against the appropriation of surplus 
social labour by the owners of capital ; Rent and Value, by Bernard 
Shaw , The necessary Basis of Society, by Sidney Webb ; Public 
Service versus Private Expenditure, by Sir Oliver Lodge; The 
Moral Aspects of Socialism, by Sidney Ball ; Capital and Land, 
pleading for socialism against single-tax , Twentieth Century 
Politics, by S. Webb ; The Fabian Society, its early history, by 
Bernard Shaw , The Case for a legal Minimum Wage, by Mrs. 
Sidney Webb ; State Control of Trusts, by H. W Macrosty , 
showing the tendency towards concentration of capital ; State 
Purchase of Railways, by Emil Davies ; The War and the Worker, 
by Sidney Webb, dealing with some immediate measures to 
prevent unemployment and relieve distress. 

But the magnum opus of Fabian reform is the Minority Report, 
written by Mrs and Mr Sidney Webb, as the Report of the 
Minority of the Royal Commission on the Poor Laws, 1909 It 
constitutes a code of social measures for the abohtion of the 
immediate causes of poverty and the assistance of the destitute 
in order to enable them to become more ef&cient and useful 
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members of society. It is a code of practical social reform, which 
in peaceful, slowly movmg times, might have been read and used 
all over the civilised world, with a view to draftmg reform 
measures, even as Jeremy Bentham's penal codes and constitutional 
outlines were consulted in the first quarter of the nineteenth 
century. Time is, however, out of jomt After the overthrow 
of such eminently retardmg and conservative factors as the 
Russian and German Empires, social evolution is movmg and 
will move at an accelerating rate, despite some occasional 
stoppages and brealss. It is,^on the whole, no more a question 
of palhating poverty, but the reformation of the whole system 
of social life. 

6 — FABIAN (labour) RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

Modern socialism, the starting point of wWch is social experi- 
ence, naturally implies investigation into the economic structure 
of society. Still, so long as socialism bears a doctnnal 
character and is aiming at a catastrophic subversion of the 
capitalist system, its investigation and research work is extensive 
rather than intensive , its scientific object being the attainment of 
broad generalisation As soon, however, as socialism has over- 
come the doctrinal stage, or as soon as modern socialists in a 
democratic State find an opportumty for starting practical work, 
their mvestigations and researches become specialised or confined 
to particular phenomena. Socialism turns into a series of 
social reforms, each of which must be thoroughly examined. 
The socialist agitator gives place to the social investigator. 
The Fabians have long felt the need for a special research depart- 
ment, but only in the last years has a start been made to meet 
it. In 1912 the Fabian Research Department was established 
which began an exhaustive examination of all the existing forms 
of control of industry, apart from mere capitalism ; of trade 
unionism in all its developments ; of the co-operative movement ; 
of the organisation of industry by public authorities , and of 
land and rural problems. 

In 1916 the Research Department opened its membership to 
all socialists and trade unionists. At the same time it invited 
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affiliation from Labour bodies. Its connection witb the Fabian 
Society thus became nominal or personal only. In 1918 its 
constitution was altered , it placed half control over the work 
into the hands of Labour bodies, and its name was changed to 
Labour Research Department. It is now (1919) the mam 
armoury of the advanced trade unions, and the sociological 
department of the British Labour movement. Young Fabiarusm 
has thus removed the reproach from the Fabian Society of 
superciliously deprecatmg the Marxist theory of class warfare. 

Since its rise m 1912, the Research Department, with the 
assistance of the Webbs and the older school of Fabiamsm, as well 
as under the stimulus of the younger socialist and Labour 
Fabians, like G. D. H. Cole, W. Meilor, and R|^age Amot, has 
accomplished an enormous work. 

The main problems of the Research Department divide 
under two heads, — ^first, to examine into all experiments in 
collectivist production, distribution, and exchange which have in 
the last years been made not on a pre-arranged socialist plan or 
with the idea of carrying socialism into practice, but rather in 
consequence of the growmg need of society to escape from the 
baleful effects of individualism, such experiments bearing testi- 
mony to the gradual and unconscious evolution of society toward 
collectivist economies ; secondly, to examine into the activities 
of the various societies of the working class which are either 
fighting for the control of the means of production and distribu- 
tion, or are engaged in peacefully reorganising production and 
distnbution on co-operative lines. 

On all these subjects a very extensive collection of material 
has been made and is being prej^ed for pubhcation. There 
are now four sub-committees at work. Sub-committee L has 
imdertaken a careful inquiry into the feelings and desires, 
objects and methods, of all the English Syndicalists to whom 
access could be obtained. A detailed study has been made 
(chiefly from documents and books) of French syndicalism ; and 
a less elaborate one of the United States varieties of syndicalism 
and Industrial Unionism.'' A report has been drawn up by 
G. D. H. Cole on ** What Validity does our Enquiry show Syndica- 
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lism to Possess/" and another by H. J. Gillespie and W. Mellor 
on the nature and extent of syndicalism in the United Kingdom. 

With regard to trade unionism, a complete survey has been 
made of trade union organisation in the Umted Kingdom in 
relation to the question of amalgamation or federation of un- 
necessary separate unions. A personal inqmry has been made 
into the orgamsation of trade umomsm in Germany, with special 
reference to the relation of local branch to head office and of 
sectional craft to the industry as a whole. An elaborate mem- 
orandum on this has been prepared by W. Stephen Sanders 
Personal enquiries into the organisation of trade unionism in 
Belgium and France have been made, and memoranda prepared, 
by C M. Lloy<||| Schemes for the improvement of trade union 
organisation in Great Britain have been prepared, and are being 
considered and revised by de-^ed enquiries. 

The well-known attempts (1913-4) of the miners, railway men, 
and transport workers of the United Kingdom to form an alliance 
for purposes of common defence may show the importance of 
such investigations. The tnple alhance of the miners, railway- 
men, and transport workers could, in the event of a well-prepared 
but suddenly declared general stnke, paralyse the economic life 
of the country. 

Sub-committee II. is studjang the real constitutions and 
position of all the associations of producers (self-governing work- 
shops) existing in the United Kingdom. A list has been made, 
and particulars obtained, of aU those that have failed within the 
last twenty-five years. Studies have been made (from books) 
of similar associations in France, Belgium, and Italy. An 
elaborate memorandum of provisional conclusions as to these 
associations in England has been prepared by Mrs. Bernard 
Drake, Profit-sharing and Industrial Co-partnership schemes 
have been re-exammed and submitted to the detailed criticism of 
trade unionists and other workmen, economists, and employers. 

Sub-committee III, has for its task the study of the actual 
workii^s and results of the co-operative societies. A report on 
the features thus revealed has been prepared by Mrs W, P. 
Reeves, 
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Municipal trading fonns the siibject of suh-committee IV. 
The relation of trading municipalities to their employees has been 
investigated in detail. The actual organisation and working of 
the manufacturing operations of a large Government Department 
have been personally studied. The statistics of the trading 
operations of all the municipalities in the United Kingdom 
have been analysed for further investigation A detailed 
monograph on the comparative results of municipal and joint 
stock enterprise with regard to electncity has been prepared by 
C. Ashmore Baker. 

The land and rural problem, which may be regarded as one of 
the most important for Great Bntain, has been investigated by a 
sj^dal committee and a report prepared D. Harben. 

Likewise, the subject of workmen's insurance, either by State or 
private agencies, is being careful^ enquired into by the Research 
Department. 

For the Committee of Enquiry into the Control of Industry, 
the Webbs drafted Reports on Co-operative Production and Profit 
Shanng (1914), State and Municipal Enterprise (1914), Pro- 
fesstonal Associations, four parts {1917), which were published as 
supplements to the New Statesman, a weekly journal, founded in 
X913 by some leading Fabians. The financial problems resultmg 
from the War were dealt with m a volume How to Pay for the War, 
which was edited by Sidney Webb. 

The researches into the latest developments of trade unionism 
have been under the guidance of G. D. H. Cole, whose Introduc- 
tion to Trade Uniomsm (1918), Payment of Wages (1918), and 
Self-Governm&nt of Industry (fourth edition, 1919) have brought 
the economic movement of the British working-class mto con- 
nection with the most recent tendencies of socialist thought. 
Under his stimulus the theory of trade unionism has extended 
its boundaries far beyond the region which the Webbs had 
marked out for it. Cole has found able collaborators in Page 
Amot and Margaret I. Postgate. 

The Research Department is also publishing Monthly Circulars, 
deahng with all matters of interest to Labour and soaahsm from 
a national as well as international point of view, and Labour Y$at 
IT 
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Books (1916, 1918), giving reviews of the whole Labour and 
sociahst movement at home and abroad. 

7. — EDUCATIONAL WORK AND WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 

Increased attention has been given to the organisation 
of educational work among the socialists themselves. In 1906 
a Fabian Summer School was established. Three or four 
times a year for periods vaiymg from one week to three 
months, the School is filled witji members and their friends, who 
are usmg their holidays for the purpose of attending lectures on 
economic, social, and political subjects, and for arranging 
conferences to discuss special problems connected with the 
Research Department. Another educational development has 
been the orgamsation of classes m economics, industnal history, 
and local government for the members of the socialist societies. 

This growth of educational work has given to the various 
Umversity Fabian societies their real mission. They are no 
more satisfied with debating sociological questions, but are 
endeavouring to bnng the Fabian Society into closer touch with 
the newer currents of the Labour movement and to destroy the 
prejudices of some of the older Fabians against the so-called pro- 
letansation of socialism. More and more they are coming to 
regard socialism, trade umomsm, and Labour politics as the 
streams of one great movement towards the reorganisation of 
society on a collectivist and democratic basis. The University 
Fabian Societies of Oxford, Cambndge, London, Edmburgh, 
Glasgow, Manchester, Birmingham, Aberystwith, Liverpool, and 
Sheffield orgamsed themselves into a Federation, governed by 
an executive consisting of one representative from each society 
together with two national representatives. The University 
Socialist Federation (U.S.F ) forms the backbone of the Fabian 
Research Department. 

Fma^y, the female members of the Fabian Society, believing 
that the emancipation of women constituted an integral part of 
sodalism,^- formed in 1908 a Fabian Women's Group. Its 
promoters were of opinion that there was a close analogy 
between the advance of women and the growth of socialism. 
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and that this connection needed to be made clear. They 
held that the complete political and economic emancipation 
of women was essential to any real sociahsation of our 
national life. They looked forward to a tune when each 
individual should be economically independent, with ever- 
widening personal freedom. Its main object is to study 
and to strengthen the econonuc position of women and to 
bnng them into line with men in the advance towards paid work 
for all, for the equal advantage of all. It asks for equality of 
opportumty for women as for men : it asserts that if half the 
comnaumty is to remain in a weak economic position, progress 
for the other half must, in the nature of things, be retarded. 
By '' equality of opportunity " Fabian women dg not necessarily 
mean " similarity of opportunity,'" either as between the sexes 
or as between individuals. It |eeks to clear up the present 
popular confusion of judgment, which at one moment exaggerates 
the nature of the essential disabihties of the woman-worker, and 
the next ignores those disabihties altogether when determimng 
the social burden to be imposed upon her. Its object has been, 
and is, to discover how far difference of sex-function must 
necessarily cause a difference of mental outlook and a differentia- 
tion of work. Lack of knowledge of existmg conditions, their 
causes and history, insufiScient data upon which to base theories 
or demands — ^these were the first wants it was necessary to supply. 
It was felt that, if women are to be freed from pohtical and 
economic subjection, they must examine their position for them- 
selves and express their needs from their own standpoint. 

The subject first investigated was that of women's natural 
disabilities as workers. An endeavour was made to discover the 
differences in ability for productive work involved in difference 
of sex-function, first in women not actively engaged in child- 
bearing, and secondly in mothers with their special disabihties. 
The next step was to investigate the position of women as workers 
and as consumers in this country in former ages. The Group has 
begun its study of women as producers and consumers in this 
country at the present time. Eighteen lectures of this senes 
have been given, and it was decided to produce a series of books 



THE FABIAN SOCIETY 


296 

of which the papers and discussions of the Group meetings 
should form the nucleus. The first volume, Women Workers m 
Se^en 'Professions, is the first of this senes. 

Several Women’s Group pamphlets, deahng with social 
questions from the woman’s standpoint, has been published by 
the Fabian Society : 

(i) The Working Life of Women, by Miss B. L. Hutchins. A 
collection gf statistics, showing the relative age and numbers of 
women workers. (2) Family Life on £1 a week, by Mrs. Pember 
Reeves. The now well-known collection of family budgets, 
which has since formed the nucleus of Round About a Pound a 
Week, a book recently published. (3) Women and Pnsons, by 
Mrs Charlotte Wilson and Miss Helen Blagg. This pamphlet 
utilises the information obtained by a sub-committee of the 
Group from suffragist prisoners. It deals with the English penal 
system for women and makes suggestions for its reform. (4) The 
Economic Foundation of the Woman Movement, by Miss Mabel 
Atkinson ; and (5) Women in Agriculture : their Work and 
Payment, a histoncal survey by Mrs Charlotte Wilson. 

Besides the above, the Group published two summaries of the 
lectures upon the Disabilities of Women as Workers, and upon the 
Disabilities of Mothers as Workers. 

Thus in various ways the members of the Fabian Women’s 
Group are working strenuously for the economic independence 
which they believe to be the sole remedy for various social ills ; 
they are endeavouring to establish, as the result of economic 
investigation, that this solution must ultimately be accepted by 
all those who believe in equality of opportunity for all citizens, 
irrespective of sex. 

All this work has been accomplished, or is being accomplished, 
by a numerically small society. In 1914 the number of members 
^was less than 3,000 ; its income, apart from that of the Research 
Department, was about £4,000 During the war {1914-1918) 
the lecture propaganda of the Fabian Society practically ceased, 
and the income suffered considerable diminution, but some 
compensation for this was a large mcrease in the sale and distri- 
bution of its pamphlets and books. 



EDUCATIONAL WORK 297 

Earlier or later a social histonan may arise who will do with 
regard to the Fabian Society what Leslie Stephen has so 
admirably accomplished for the Enghsh Utilitarians. Mean- 
while, these lines will perhaps show that the subject is worthy 
of the attention of all who take an interest in social reform. 
The future historian will find some guidance for his work in the 
Htstory of the Fabiafi Society (1915), published by E. R. Pease, 
who, since the inception of the Society till 1912, was its 
secretary. 
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INDEPENDENT LABOUR POLITICS 


I — ONSLAUGHTS ON LIBERAL LABOUR 

It became increasingly clear ever since the last of the great 
unemployed demonstrations in 1887 neither the Social 
Democratic Federation (S D F.) nor the Socialist League (S.L.) 
had made any impression on the organised working class of 
Great Britain Out of the turmoil and travails of those years 
no socialist Labour party arose , only the economic action of the 
unskilled London workmen received a temporary access of 
strength Independent socialists and Labour leaders gradually 
took stock of the situation and arrived at the conclusion that it 
was much less important to emphasise the aim and end of 
socialism than to organise the working men for independent 
Labour politics. The S D.F., it appeared, had put the cart 
before the horse. The German socialist, Frederick Engels, who 
had spent the better part of his life in England, wrote in May, 
1887, that the immediate question of Bntish socialism was the 
formation of a Labour party with an independent class pro- 
gramme, which, if successful, would thrust the S.D.F. and the 
SX. into the background.^ The Fabian, E R Pease, wrote at 
that time of his society : '' The chief aim of our plan is the 
formation of a distinct Labour party in Parliament,”^ Similar 
ideas were growing in Scotland and the North of England. 
James Keir Hardie, speaking as delegate of the Ayrshire Miners 
at the Trade Umon Congress in 1887, strongly protested against 
Labour representatives identifying themselves with the Liberals, 
who ” are in direct antagonism to the working classes.”® Since 

^ Sorge*s Bnefwechsel, p. 263 (H. W. Dietz Verlag, Stuttgart). 

* To-Day, 1887, p. 171. 

* Frank Rose, The Coming Force, p 47 
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1887 sporadic attempts at organising local labour associations 
in opposition to Liberal Labour were made m Yorkshire. It 
was in Scotland and in the North of England that the idea of 
independent Labour pohtics took practical shape, Smce 1832 
it has been increasingly manifest that London may be able to 
produce socialist and Labour ideas, but is incapable of carrying 
them into effect, while the North of England and Scotland 
possessed both originating and executive capacity. In 1888 
a parhamentary by-election took place in Mid-Lanark, where 
Hardie, ably supported by H. H. Champion, Robert Smihie, Dr. 
G. B, Clark, and other sociahsts, came forward as an inde- 
pendent Labour candidate in opposition both to the Liberals 
and Conservatives, and polled 712 votes. Arising out of this 
contest, the Scottish socialists, led by Cuninghame Graham, Dr 
Stirling Robertson, George Gerrie, and Keir Hardie, met a few 
months later at Glasgow and formed the Scottish Labour Party, 
which adopted the following programme : — 

“ Adult suffrage with abohtion of plural voting. Tnenmal 
Parhaments , elections to be all held on one day. Simphfication 
of registration laws, so as to prevent removal from one con- 
stituency to another disfranchising an elector. Payment of 
members by the State, and of of&cial election expenses from the 
rates , second ballots. Home Rule for each separate nationality 
or country m the British Empire, with an Impenal Parhament 
for Imperial affairs. Abolition of the House of Lords and all 
hereditary offices Nationalisation of land and minerals. 
Labour Legislation : an Eight Hours BiU ; abohtion of the present 
Poor Law system and substitution of State insurance to provide 
for sickness, accident, death, or old age ; arbitration courts, 
with power to settle disputes and fix a minimum wage ; weekly 
payment of wages ; homestead law to protect furmture and 
tools to the value of £20 from seizure for debt ; application of the 
Factories and Workshops Acts to all premises, whether public 
or private, in which work is performed. Prohibition of the 
liquor traffic. No war to be entered upon without the consent 
of the House of Commons. Free education ; Boards to have 
power to provide food for children. Disestabhshment, Reform 



300 


INDEPENDENT LABOUR POLITICS 


in the system of civil government, and abolition of sinecure 
offices and pensions. Simplification and codification of civil and 
criminal law. State acqmsition of railways, waterways, and 
tramways. National banking system, and the issue of State 
money only. Cumulative income tax, beginning at £300 per 
annum. 

Thanks to the work of socialist and Labour organisations 
most of the foregoing demands may appear to-day to bear a 
commonplace character, while some of them have actually 
found their embodiment in legislation, having been imposed 
by the mdependent sociahst and Labour movement on the 
Liberal Government. But a quarter of a century ago no Liberal 
would have given countenance to them ; indeed, they were 
opposed by Liberal speakers and the Liberal press, and ridiculed 
either as leading to State slavery or to Utopia 

A manifesto was issued to the workers of Scotland explaining 
the objects of the new party, and the following extracts may 
give an idea of the hnes upon which It was intended to 
proceed — 

Hitherto the workers of Scotland have been kept divided in 
the political field, fighting against each other under the banners 
of Whig or Tory for party objects which, with the exception 
of such Acts as those already mentioned, have been of no real 
value to Labour. If any workman doubts this let him figure 
out how much his actual condition would be improved if the 
whole programme of the Liberals or of the Conservatives, or 
both together, were made law to-morrow. Some may argue 
that by and by the so-called " party of progress ” will adopt 
Labour reforms as part of its policy, as it has adopted Home Rule 
for Ireland. Our reply is that when men die of hunger, as they 
are doing to-day, no delay can be permitted, and that if the 
workers of Scotland want Labour legislation they must, as the 
Irish have done, form themselves into a concrete political party, 
and give the other political parties no rest and peace unfil their 
demands are conceded. 

The first step to this end is the formation of a distinct, 
separate, and Independent Labour Party, which wfil rally at the 
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polls the forces of the workers and of those who sympathise with 
our efforts. . . . 

'' It has been by acting in this way that the Irish people have 
secured the almost undivided attention of Parliament, and have 
obtained relief from some of their greatest grievances. It is by 
actmg in this way that we in Great Britain shall make Parliament 
alter the present condition of affairs, in which every twentieth 
mhabitant is a pauper, a million of men are out of work, one- 
fifth of the community is insufficiently clad, what are known as 
starvation diseases are nfe amongst large classes, and in which 
one-third to one-half of the families of the country are huddled 
together six in a room. In the name of those who suffer from 
these evils we call on you to enrol yourselves m the Scottish 
Parliamentary Labour Party, and to assist it in carrying its 
programme at the next election in your division " ^ 

The first independent Labour organisation of any size in 
England was The Labour Union in Bradford, which came into 
being as the result of an extensive local^stnke in the winter of 1890 
The propaganda was earned on byBen Tillett, Robert Blatchford, 
and Joseph Burgess, who as writers or speakers exercised consider- 
able influence in the North of England. Even London began to 
feel the effect of their work. At the general election of 1892, 
Keir Hardie was successful m South-West Ham, John Bums in 
Battersea, J. H. Wilson in Middlesbrough, all of whom had stood 
either as independent Labour or as socialist candidates, while 
Ben TiUett, the parhamentary candidate in Bradford, polled 2,749 
votes against 3,306 obtained by the Liberal. The Fabian Society 
had published an Election Manifesto, in which the workmen 
were urged to qmcken the pace of reform by the straightforward 
action of a genuine Working Class Party. ^ 

The electoral campaign of 1892 made a deep impression on 
thoughtful pohticians of the two great parties Lord Randolph 
Churchill, writing to a fnend, declared that the contests which 
Labour was now carrying on were significant and instructive 
It had meed itself to a great extent from the mere mechamsm of 
party politics. Its struggle was no longer for wages, but for 
1 Socialist Review, April, 1914 ^ Fabian Tract, No. 40. 
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political power. Labour was now seeking to do for itself what 
the landed interests and the manufacturing capitalist interests 
did for themselves, when each in turn commanded the disposition 
of State policy. The land laws were framed by the landed 
interests, for their own advantage Political power passed very 
considerably from the landed to manufactunng capitahst 
interests, and the fiscal system was shaped by this latter 
power to its own advantage, foreign politics also being made to 
coincide. The nation was coming fast to a time when 
Labour laws would be made by the Labour interests for the 
advantage of Labour, but it had to face strong and numerous 
forces — social, professional, and journalistic — and the many 
prejudices and resources which those forces could array 
against it ^ 

In the autumn of 1892 measures were taken to unite the 
vanous independent labour organisations into one party. On 
January 13 and 14, 1893, a conference was held in Bradford, 
which resulted in the formation of the Independent Labour 
Party (I.L.P.). 


2. — ^FORMATION OF THE IX.P. 

• About 120 delegates, under the chairmanship of Keir Hardie. 
assembled at Bradford. They included five from the Social 
Democratic Federation (S.D.F.) and twelve from the Fabian 
Soaety (F.S), among then! being G. B. Shaw, who, on their 
behalf, declared at the commencement of the proceedings that 
they regarded themselves but as guests, since their organisations 
were not mchned to jom the new party. The deliberations 
of the conference with regard to the object of the formation 
of the party apparently showed a certam want of clearness. 
The great majority of the delegates, if not all of them, were 
convinced socialists, and yet they were engaged in forming a 
rival organisation to the S.D.F. Moreover, they were socialists 
and nevertheless dechned to give their new organisation a 
sbdahst name. They felt, howeVer, how the land lay. 

The problem before the delegates was, m short, as follows. 

^ Joseph Burgess, John Bums, 
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In Great Britain there existed a social democratic organisation 
and a Liberal Labour organisation. The former had not suc- 
ceeded in winning over the working class ; the latter had failed 
to pursue a Labour pohcy. What was the reason of these 
failures ? In the case of the S.D F. the want of success was 
caused by the separation of the socialist aim from the Labour 
movement ; it spumed all compromise between theory and the 
actual mental condition of the working class ; it endeavoured to 
impose the truth instead of allowing the working classes to 
educate themselves through error to truth ; it failed to see that 
in order to convert the heathen and the sinners we must act 
like St. Paul and not like St. Peter ; the fiery apostle from Tarsus 
abandoned the laws of Moses and worshipped the spirit of Christ. 
The S D F., for all the emphasis it laid on the importance of 
class warfare, was not orgamsed on class lines, but on the basis 
of theory— of socialist theory, on the acceptance of which 
depended the admission to its membership. The organised 
workman, who by means of his trade union was fighting against 
Capital, or the co-operative workman, who was assisting in 
organising distnbution on collectivist lines, were not regarded 
as comrades by the members of the S.D F., simply because those 
workmen lacked the capacity of thinking out where their activi- 
ties led them to. In the case of the Labour Electoral Association 
the cause of failure was both intellectual and moral ; the Associa- 
tion sacrificed the political independence of Labour ; it simply 
failed to be Labour and formed but a branch of the Liberal 
Party. Therefore it was essential to found a party which 
should avoid both the over-righteousness of the one and the 
laxity of the other. Its mam tas]^ appeared to consist in detach- 
ing the working classes from Liberalism and showing them that 
political Labour could not constitute a branch of Liberalism any 
more than trade umons could join the employers' associations. 
In fact, an independent Labour party was nothing else but the 
pohtical counterpart to trade unionism. 

It cannot be said that the delegates who had assembled at 
Bradford were fully conscious of the task they were undertaking. 
But there is no doubt that most of them were actuated by 
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sentiments of this nature, for after the discussions of the pro- 
posals concerning the name of the new party they rejected the 
name Socialist Labour Party, which was favoured by some, and 
adopted the name Independent Labour Party, because they felt 
that if they succeeded in detachmg the trade unions from 
Liberahsm the reform activities of Labour must inevitably 
move in the direction of sociahsm. 

The conference then adopted a socialist programme. Its objects 
were the collective ownership and control of the means of produc- 
tion to be achieved through parhamentary action, social reform, 
protection of Labour and democracy in central and local govern- 
ment. 

No difference could be detected between the programmes of 
the I.L.P. and the S.D F., but marked divergencies existed 
between them m their attitude towards the trade umons and in 
the tone of their propaganda. • From the very beginning the 
I.L.P. adopted a sympathetic attitude towards the trade unions 
and never swerved from it. At the second annual conference 
(1894) it was laid down as the duty of every member of the 
party to join a trade union, and, when Trade Union Congresses 
were sitting, to hold in the evenings socialist demonstrations 
and to bnng the delegates along with them. The mam argument 
of the I.L.P. consisted in showing the necessity for the trade 
unions to transfer their independent economic action to the 
political field, for it would be' illogical to stnke against Liberal 
employers and to vote for them at parliamentary elections, thus 
making them legislators and masters of the laws that govern 
stnkes. The speakers of the I.L.P., in their educational work 
among the trade umonists, hardly ever referred to revolution 
and class-warfare, but started from the ethical. Nonconformist, 
and democratic sentiments which appeal most to British work- 
men. Nevertheless the old trade union leaders adopted a hostile 
attitude to the new party. They knew Keir Hardie and his friends, 
who had waged war against the Liberal Labour men at the Trade 
Union Congresses since 1887. Also the S.D.F. was for a long 
time against the I.L.P., and regarded it as an organised attempt 
at splitting and dispersing the soaalist forces of Great Britain. 
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In 1894 the I.L P. took part m three parhamentary by-elections 
and polled a total vote of 9,209. As a beginning the results were 
most promismg. This relative success induced the I L.P., only 
two years old, to make a large electoral experiment in 1895. 

3.— PARLIAMENTARY AND MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

The Liberal Government of Gladstone and Rosebery, which had 
come into “ power as the result of the general election of 1892, 
was exploded by the cordite vote in June, 1895. In the few 
years of its precarious existence it democratised parish admini- 
stration, established the death duties, and brought in a Home 
Rule Bill Weakened by dissensions consequent upon the retire- 
ment of Gladstone, and attacked by friend and foe, it rapidly 
grew weary of the burden of office and sensed the opportunity 
of the vote of censure against the Secretary for War, Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman, and retired. Parliament was dissolved on 
July 8, 1895, and the election campaign commenced. The 
I.LP., led by Hardie and Tom Mann, put up twenty-eight 
candidates — deadedly too many for a young and numerically 
small party. The campaign required a minimum expenditure 
of £g,ooo. At that time the membership of the I.L.P. stood at 
a little over 6,000. The financial burden was great, but it was 
shouldered. Much more difficult was it for the party to get 
sufficient speakers, orgamsers, agents, canvassers, and all those 
various helpers who are indispensable for success at Bntish 
elections, the mechanism of which has been designed by the rich 
and for the rich. Every one of the twenty-eight I.L.P. candi- 
dates was unsuccessful ; the total vote they polled amounted to 
44,320 ; even Hardie lost his seat in South-West Ham. The 
elections turned out badly for all the elements of progress; 
the Liberals as well the Liberal Labour candidates suffered 
defeat after defeat. The Conservatives obtained a majority 
of 152 votes and took office. The work of the I.L.P. candidates 
was, however, not quite fruitless : it prepared the ground for the 
successes of 1906. 

The members of the I.L.P., on finding that they were debarred 
from parhamentary honours, devoted their energies to rnunidp^ 
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government and trade union propaganda. Here they were 
able to achieve signal successes. In a short space of time about 
800 members of the party were elected to the various local 
bodies ; in the municipal elections of November, 1897, 38 per cent, 
of the total votes cast weie for the LL.P. candidates in the dis- 
tricts where they were standing. The more active trade urdomsts 
came more and more mto touch with the I.L.P., applying 
to its leaders for advice and information on political matters or 
electing them as secretaries of the unions. Harmonious relations 
were being gradually established between the economic and 
political wings of the Labour movement, although the old trade 
union leaders grew all the more determined in their hostihty 
to the new party. The following instance may serve to show to 
what lengths this hostihty could proceed : In 1897 a parlia- 
mentary vacancy occurred at Barnsley, a naming district in 
Yorkshire Pete Curran, one of the organisers of the Gas Workers' 
and General Labourers' Union and one of the ablest leaders of the 
party, ran as the I L.P candidate He was opposed by a Liberal 
employer and a Conservative captain. Ben Pickard, the general 
secretary and chief leader of the miners, worked day and night 
for the Liberal ; the whole press was on the side of the latter, 
whilst Curran was stoned by the miners and mobbed by their 
women and children, whistling and yelling and shouting him 
(town. Neverthdess he poked 1,091 votes. Ten years' later, 
Curran was elected member of Parliament for Jarrow ; and in 
1908 the Miners' Federation joined the Labour Party, and has 
since been growing more and more independent A similar 
by-election was fought out in March, 1897, at Hahfax, with 
Tom Mann, the secretary of the I.L.P., as the Labour candidate 
m opposition to both Liberals and Conservatives. Although 
the old trade union leaders, Broadhurst and Fenwick, spoke on 
behalf of the Liberals, Tom Mann obtained 2,000 votes. Events 
of this nature must be kept in view in order to arrive at a clear 
understanding of the history of the political Labour movement 
and of the enormous progress in the union and consolidation of 
the working class from the time of the formation of the Labour 
Party in 1900, with which we are now going to deal. As far as 
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personal forces shape history, the new developments must be 
ascribed mainly to the leading men of the I.L.P., though the 
work of the S.D.F, and the Fabians was, of course, of much 
assistance to them, as also was that of the writers of the Clarion^ 
who at that time had not yet felt the mission of teaching the 
nation the principles of strategy, tactics, and Impenalist politics. 

4. — ^THE " CLARION AUXILIARIES OF THE I.L.P. 

The editor of the Clarion, Robert Blatchford, had been instru- 
mental in forming the nucleus of the I.L.P. at Bradford. Born 
and brought up in a working class fanuly, he learnt the meaning 
of poverty and the indignities of wage-labour in the hard school 
of experience. He was, at first, a brushmaker, then a soldier, 
and finally turned to journalism, advocating democracy and 
land reform, but adversely criticising sociahsm. In 1890 he was 
converted to the new collectivist theones after having read a 
pamphlet written jointly by Hyndman and Moms. Blatchford, 
who m his self-taught way had been groping for a scheme of 
social reform, saw directly that the collectivist idea was the very 
thing he had been looking for, that it was at once juster, simpler, 
and more perfect than his own plan, and that it was very different 
from what he had thought sociahsm to be. He left the Sunday 
Chronicle, became an avowed sociahst, and, with his friend, 
A. M. Thompson, founded the Clarion (1891), a weekly news- 
paper, in which socialism and independent Labour politics have 
found clear expression, easily grasped by intelhgent working 
men who have no time or training to read the works of socialists 
and political economists. The Clarion wnters are not strict 
party men ; they are volunteers rather than members of the 
LL.P., with the policy of which they are not necessarily in 
agreement, though they accept its main principles. 

The numerous socialist pamphlets and books, published by 
Blatchford and his co-workers, have enjoyed a large circulation. 
The best representation of socialism, as taught by the Clarion, 
is Britain for the British, written by Blatchford in the years 
1900-02, at the crucial time of the entrance of the trade unions 
into independent Labour politics. The author declares that at 
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present Britain did not belong to the British, but to a few of the 
British, who employed the bulk of the population as servants 
or as workers. It was because Britain did not belong to the 
British that a few were rich and the many were poor ; that the 
owning class lived in a state of useless luxury and pernicious 
idleness, and the working classes in a state of drudging toil, of 
weanng poverty and anxious care. This state of affairs was 
contrary to justice, reason, and Christianity. It was bad alike 
for the nch and for the poor ; it was against the best interests of 
the British nation and the human race. The only remedy for 
this evil was socialism, which simply meant Britain for all the 
British. After an exposition of the evils of the present social 
system, of the sources of the social evils or the causes from which 
they arose, of the true meaning of sociahsm, of the answers to the 
principal objections commonly raised against socialism, the 
author deals with the need for a Labour party. The chapter 
devoted to this subject forms the culminating point of the book. 
"My chief object in writing this book," Blatchford teUs the 
British workman, " has been to persuade you that you need a 
Labour party." He argues from the point of view of the anti- 
socialist, who was constantly declaring that not altruism, but 
self-interest, was the strongest motive of mankind. For the sake 
ot argument Blatchford agrees and goes on to say : " If self- 
be the leading motive of human nattire, does it not 
Mlow that 'Whm a nian wants a thing done for his advantage he 
will be wise to do it himself ? " Indeed, it had been so in 
political life. The upper classes used pohtical power for their own 
interests ; the middle classes had done the same. If, therefore, 
the working class desired their interests to be attended to, they 
must take to heart the lesson contained in those examples and 
form a working class party. Neither the Tories nor the Liberals 
could do as much for Labour as Labour could do for itself. 
" Is not self-interest the ruling passion in the human heart ? 
Then how should any party be so true to Labour and so diligent 
in Labour's service as a Labour party would be ? " He then 
takes up the analogy between trade union and Labour party and 
says ; " What is a trade union ? It is a combination of workers 
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to defend their own interests from the encroachments of the 
employers. Well, a Labour party is a combination of workers 
to defend their own interests from the encroachments of the 
employers or their representatives in Parhament and on muni- 
cipal bodies. Do you elect your employers as officials of your 
trade umons ? Do you send employers as delegates to your 
Trades Union Congress ? You would laugh at the suggestion. 
You know that the employer could not attend to your interests 
in the trade union, which is formed as a defence against him. Do 
you think the employer is hkely to be more useful or more 
disinterested in Parliament or the County Council than in the 
trade union? Whether he be in Parliament or in his own 
office, he is an employer, and he puts his own interest first and 
the interest of Labour behind. Yet these men, whom as trade 
unionists you mistrust, you actually send as politicians to make 
laws for you.^ A Labour party is a kind of political trade union, 
and to defend trade unionism is to defend Labour representa- 
tion.” 

Blatchford, without ever having read a single Hne of Marx or 
studied the theory of class warfare, proceeds with his argument, 
which IS a perfect apphcation of those doctrines : If an em- 
ployer's interests are opposed to your interests m business, what 
reason have you for supposing that his interests and yours are not 
opposed in politics ? If you oppose a man as an employer, why 
do you vote for him as a member of Parliament ? His calling 
himself a Liberal or Tory does not alter the fact that he is an 
employer. To be a trade unionist and fight for your class 
during a stnke, and to be a Tory or liberal and fight against 
your class at an election, is folly. During a strike there are no 
Tories or Liberals amongst the strikers ; they are all workers. 
At election times there are no workers, only Liberals and Tones. 
. . , We want Britain for the British. We want the fruits of 
labour for those who produce them. We want a human life for 
all. The issue is not between Liberals and Tories ; it is an 
issue between the privileged classes and the workers.” Social- 
ism, rightly understood, was the logical conclusion of trade 
uniomsm. The latter was helping the workman to resist the 
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capitalist, the former desired to get rid of him altogether. 
Efi&cient defence implied attack, and for this purpose the work- 
men needed a strong and united Labour party that would fight 
for Labour in and out of Parliament, and would stand for Labour 
apart from the Liberals and the Tories. ^ 

5. — KEIR HARDIE AND HIS COADJUTORS 

The propaganda earned on by the I.L.P. was pervaded by the 
spint of James Keir Hardie, who represented all that is best in 
the British working class. Socialism and Labour politics were 
not subjects for him to be reasoned and dogmatised upon. He 
had httle tuition, but a great deal of intuition. A deeply 
religious, even mystical nature, although born of freethmking, 
rationalist parents, he had somethmg m him of the primitive 
Christian, and he rebelled against the injustice flowing from the 
division of society into rich and poor, and the diikitegration of 
mankind into hostile nations and warring States. Socialism and 
the brotherhood oLman — ^these were his religious tenets, and to 
these he attached himself with all the spirituahty that his rich 
Celtic nature was capable of As a self-taught and self-centred 
man, he had his peculianties and hizarrmes, which earned for him 
the nickname '' Queer Hardie '' (a nickname given to him by 
Daniel De Leon), but they never interfered with the life work he 
had mapped out for himself. Undisturbed by success or failure, 
by taunts or eulogies, he was serenely wending his way, destroying 
liberai-Labourism and givii^ the British working class an 
independent political existence. 

Hardie was born on August 15, 1856, in Lanarkshire. His 
father was a shipwright. His mother taught him reading, and 
that was his whole tuition. At the age of mne years he had to 
earn wages as a minmg boy and worked underground for some 
sixteen years, spending his leisure hours in readmg and studymg. 
Gradually he ascended the scale of offices which his trade union, 
the Ayrshire Miners' Association, ofl^ered him. Eased from hard 
bodily work, he could devote more time to study, and he read 
Carlyle, Ruskin, and Mill, became for a time a member of the 
^ Robert Blatchford, Britain for the British, chap. 17. 
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Evangelical Union, and was then caught by the land reform 
agitation of Henry George (1882-1884), ^ so many brave spirits 
were, who at that time attempted to revive socialism in Great 
Britain. But, while Hyndman and Webb and Morris were 
engaged in socialist propaganda, Hardie intuitively felt that the 
begmning must be made with throwing the Liberal rider oE the 
trade union horse. His jfast national appearance in this r 6 U 
was at the Swansea Trade Union Congress (1887), when he 
assailed Henry Broadhurst, the secretary of the Parliamentary 
Committee and Labour lieutenant of Gladstone, for supportmg 
capitalist candidates at elections. From that time onwards we 
see Hardie moving along his chosen path, swerying neither to 
the right nor to the left. We see him as an independent Labour 
candidate in Lanarkshire, then as independent Labour M.P. for 
South-West ^am, as founder of the I L.P., and we shall see 
him in the following pages as the co-founder and first Parlia- 
mentary leader of the national Labour Party The official organ 
of the I L P., the Labour Leader, is also his creation. Its parent 
was the Mtner, a small monthly journal founded by him in 1887 ; 
its title was afterwards changed into the present one, and since 
1893 it has been published as a weekly. Hardie owned and 
edited it himself till 1904, when it was transferred to the Party. 
It has been successively edited by J. Ramsay MacDonald, J. 
Bruce Glasier, J. T. Mills, Mrs. Bruce Glasier, and A. Fenner 
Brockway. So he worked on, for socialism and the brotherhood of 
nations, by pen and speech, gmded by his inner light, until over- 
work and the war took him away from us on September 26, 

Among Hardie^s friends, who were mtimately connected with 
the nse of the I.L.P. and its ideas, Bruce Glasier deserves the 
first place. He was the best successor to Hardie as editor of 
the Labour Leader, He enjoyed a much better school training 
than his pohtical leader, and he came to sociahsm not as a 
working man, but as an ethical and intellectual student ; both 
of them belong, however, to the same spintual cast, which is 

^ C/ J Bruce Glasier, James Ketr Hardie, A Memorial, 
National Labour Press. Manchester and London, 1916. 
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religious and mystical. For, also, Glasier's socialism is not 
materialistic or political ; it has for him the meaning of an 
ethical religion, a practical love and service of humanity, rather 
than any capture of political power and change of State adminis- 
tration. In his latest book, which is the final outcome of his 
life and experience as a socialist writer and speaker, he sums up 
his faith : " Historically, socialism is more closely related to 
religious than pohtical propagandism. It is from the prophets, 
apostles, and saints, the religious mystics and heretics, rather 
than from statesmen, economists, and political reformers, that 
the socialist movement derives its example and ideals. . . . 
Socialism means not only the sociahsation of wealth, not only 
the socialisation of the means of production and distribution, 
but of our hves, our hearts — ourselves. . . . Socialism, when 
finally resolved, consists not in getting at all, but in givmg ; not 
in being served, but in serving. ... Its ultimate^ moral, as its 
original biological justification, lies m the principle, human and 
divine, that ' as we give, so we hve,' and only in so far as we are 
willing to lose hfe do we gain life.'* ^ 

Next to Glasier stands James Ramsay MacDonald, who from 
a Scottish pupil-teacher and London journalist has risen to the 
front rank of writers and leaders of the socialist movement. His 
favourite studies were biological. Spencer's works and Ritchie's 
^mi Politics 3 i.pfeBX to have influenced him most ; his 
experito)e' was mainly political ; his writings bear indehble traces 
of both. Although now well over fifty years of age his mmd is 
still very active and open to new currents of thought. He 
jomed the I.L P. in 1895, where he received his Labour educa- 
tion, which enabled him to take over the duties of the secretary- 
ship of the Labour Representation Committee (or Labour 
Party) at its foundation in 1900 and to carry them out with 
conspicuous abihty. He contributed greatly to the growth of 
the Labour Party, and in giving his best to the movement he 
has been adding much to his own intellectual stature. He is 
a prolific writer. Among his many books and pamphlets his 

^ J Bruce Glasiex, The Meaning of Socialism, concludmg chapter. 
National Labour Press Manchester and London. 1919. 
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Socialism and Society {1905) and Socialism and Governmmt (1911) 
contain his views on the practical problems of the socialist 
Labour movement. In regarding society an organism analo- 
gous to the animal organism, he rejects class warfare and revo- 
lutionary action. " The watchword of socialism is not class 
consciousn^, but community consciousness'' {Socialism and 
Society, p. 144). The proper organ for accomplishing socialism 
was the democratic Slate, which meant the orgamsed political 
personahty of a sovereign people. The State was not the organ 
of a class, but of the whole society. Indeed, socialism could 
not be defined better than as that stage of social organisation 
when the State organises for society an adequate nutritive 
system; and democratic government is the signal that the 
change is taking place" {Socialism and Government, i. 33). 
Socialism would come through Parhament or it would not come 
at aU {Syndicalism, p. 8). Under sociahsm the State would 
reach a degree of organisation and importance in the com- 
munity far greater than it could possibly attam under a fegxme 
of competition. The land and aU the means of production 
would belong to the State. StiU, there must be no confusion 
between the State and society. '' The State is but one of the 
organs of the'commumty, all of which together form the organism 
society " {Socialism and Government, i. 37). Of the other 
organs he only mentions the Church. Had he proceeded further 
and shown that also other orgamsations, for instance, trade 
unions, employers' federations, teachers' associations, and other 
bodies, were as much organs of society as the State was, he 
would have arrived at guild socialism. At any rate, it is quite 
evident that MacDonald is a social reformer, averse from all 
struggles, believing society to be moving by its inner develop- 
ment, as expressed and assisted by the human mmd, from 
lower to higher stages of organisation, more and more in accord- 
ance with the interests of the whole community. He, therefore, 
is of opinion that no well-defined socialist party, no dogmatic 
programme, is needed and that it is quite sufficient to have a 
broad sociahstic movement which would consider all public 
questions from the point of view of socialism as that stage to 
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which we are approaching (Soaahsm and Government, ii,, 12-13). 
With these views as his guide, MacDonald was the best possible 
secretary of the Labour Party in the first years of its existence. 
The trade umons, which had to be gradually weaned from 
Liberahsm, were essentially of the same opinion, though they 
could not have expressed it in biological terms. All they wanted 
was social reform and democracy. They could not have stood 
yet a clear-cut sociahst programme, based on the theory of class 
warfare or on any other doctrinal substructure. 

Hardie was also very proud of his comradeship with Philip 
Snowden, who has proved the best socialist Budget speaker and 
financial writer. Robert Smillie, now President of the Miners' 
Federation of Great Bntain, was a hfe-long fnend and co-worker 
of Hardie. The same may be said of Frank Smith. 

Among the earliest members of the I.L.P. and friends of 
Hardie were Fred Jowett (who had risen from a simple factory 
hand to one of the best Labour journalists), J. R. Clynes, George 
N. Barnes, and G. H Roberts. Indeed, several of the labour 
leaders who in the last years of the war occupied Ministenal 
positions had served their political apprenticeship m the I.L.P. 
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FORMATION OF THE LABOUR PARTY 

X. — ABORTIVE STRIKES AND THE SUBVERSION OF TRADE UNION LAW 

It is a matter of doubt whether the founders of the I.L.P, were 
satisfied with the results of the first years of their work. After 
all, the new party proved to be merely an improved edition of the 
S.D.F. The mam object, namely, to enHst the masses of the 
organised workers to the cause of independent politics, was not 
attained. The progress made by the I.L P. in the ranks of the 
more alert trade umonists was, indeed, encouraging, but the 
masses failed to respond to the new propaganda. This was clearly 
demonstrated during the parhamentary elections and by-elections 
in the years from 1895 to 1898. The polling results were but 
moral victories and as such could make no impression on the 
masses. The leaders of the I.L.P. had therefore to search for 
other methods, or to watch for opportunities which would assist 
them in their efforts. And they had not long to search and 
wait for them. Events were shaping themselves in the trade 
union world which could not fail to promote the objects of the 
I.L,P. In 1897 and 1898 the engineers and the Welsh miners 
came out on strike for better conditions of labour, and after a 
stubborn fight lasting for many months were discomfited. In 
1898 Gladstone died, and with him one of the main piUars of 
Liberal Labourism disappeared from British poHtics, Simul- 
taneously the Trade Union Acts, 1871, 1875, 1876, which were 
regarded by Labour as its charter of liberty, were being shattered. 
By decisions of the law courts the right of picketing was gradually 
curtailed and the freedom from collective responsibility nullified. 
The process of shattering trade union law began in 1896, but 
failed to attract much attention at the time owing to the insigni- 
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ficant nature of the actions. The Taff Vale decision (1900-1) 
was but "the sensational revelation of an accomplished fact. At 
the beginning of the twentieth century the organised working 
men, the pick of British Labour, became conscious of the fact 
that the strike was a blunt and clumsy weapon and that even this 
weapon was no longer available. At the same time the contro- 
versies on the South African War threatened the existence of the 
Liberal party, which the bulk of the trade unionists regarded as 
their pohtical representative. The accepted methods of economic 
and political action, by which the trade umons had set so much 
store, proved a bundle of dry and broken faggots fit only for the 
fire. The Liberal Labour period was manifestly nearing its end. 

This was the state of affairs at the ringing out of the old and the 
ringing in of the new century. 

2.— THE TRADE UNION CONGRESS OF 1899 

In the summer of 1899 the trade unions made preparations for 
their annual congress, which was to be held at Plymouth during 
the first week m September. The leaders of the I.L.P,, unless 
they were wage-workers or paid trade union officials, were not 
allowed to be elected as delegates to the Congress, since a resolu- 
tion to this effect had, at the instance of John Bums, been 
adopted by the Trades Union Congress of 1895, in order to free 
thedele^tes from the influence-of socialist adventurers The 
lead^bf the I.L.P. had therefore to look for indirect methods to 
make their voices heard in the Labour parfiaments. In the office 
of the Labour Leader, the organ of the I.L.P., a resolution was 
drafted for the purpose of promoting Labour representation and 
handed over, through the executive of the Amalgamated Society 
of Railway Servants, to James Holmes, the organiser of the Taff 
Vale strike and one of the delegates to the Trade Union Congress. 
The resolution ran as follows : — 

This Congress having regard to the decisions of former years, 
and with a view to securing a better representation of the interests 
of Labour in the House of Commons, hereby instructs the 
‘ Parliamentary Committee of the Trade Union Congress to invite 
the co-operation of all the Co-operative, Socialist, Trade Union, 
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and other working class organisations jointly to co-operate on 
lines mutually agreed upon in convening a special congress of 
representatives from such of the above-mentioned organisations 
as may be willing to take part to devise ways and means for the 
securing of an increased nuinber of Labour members to the next 
Parliament/* 

Holmes moved the resolution, and he was followed by James 
Sexton, a clever and eloquent Irishman, the delegate of the 
Liverpool dockers, who seconded it. The old trade imion 
leaders opposed the resolution. Their spokesman, Thomas 
Ashton, the secretary of the spinners in Oldham, was of opinion 
that it was sheer waste of time to have long debates on this 
resolution ; not one trade unionist in 10,000 would give it a 
moment's attention ; trade unionism would altogether come to 
grief if it were to be turned into a political party. Nevertheless 
the resolution was discussed and passed by 546,000 votes to 
434,000. It laid the foundation-stone of the Labour Party. 

The mere adoption of the resolution by the Congress 
at Plymouth naturally did not accomplish much. It would 
have led to just as little result os earlier resolutions, or 
as the Labour Representation League and the Labour 
Electoral Association. It was therefore necessary above 
everything to withdraw the practical application of the 
resolution from the Trade Union Congress and its tradi- 
tionally Liberal organ, the Parliamentary Committee, and to 
place it in the hands of the I.L.P. This was a relatively easy 
matter, for the Parliamentary Committee had no belief in the 
success of the resolution. A committee was appointed for this 
purpose, consisting of four members of Parliamentary 
Committee t Sam Woods (Liberal), W. C. Steadman (Radical 
and Fabian), William Thome (Social Democrat) and R. Bell (at 
that time with socialist learnings), further, of two members each 
from the I.L.P., S.D.F., and the Fabian Society — ^Keir Hardie, 
J. Ramsay MacDonald, Harry Quelch, H. R. Taylor, G. B. 
Shaw and E. R. Pease (secretary of the Fabians). The socialists 
were in the majority on the committee and they were far superior 
to the trade unionist members in intelligence, energy, and know- 
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ledge of their aims. The committee held several meetings and 
decided to convene a general conference. As a basis for the 
deliberations of the conference they drew up the following eight 
resolutions and ruhngs : — 

1. Object of Conference: A resolution in favour of working class 
opinion being represented in the House of Commons by men 
sympathetic with the aims and demands of the Labour movement. 

2. Labour Members in the House of Commons : A resolution in 
favour of establishing a distinct Labour group in Parliament, 
who should have their own Whips and agree upon their policy, 
which must embrace a readiness to co-operate with any party 
which, for the time being, may be engaged in promoting legisla- 
tion in the direct interest of labour, and be equally ready to 
associate themselves with any party in opposing measures having 
an opposite tendency 

3. ConstitiUion of Committee : The committee shall consist of 
twelve representatives from trade unions, ten from the co- 
operative societies, provided they are represented as a body at the 
conference, two from the Fabian Society, two from the I.L.P., and 
two from the S.D.F. 

4. Duty of Committee : This committee should keep in touch 
with trade unions and other orgamsations which are running 
Labour candidates. 

Fmancial responsibility : The committee shall adminster 
the funds which may be received on behalf of the organisation, 
and each body shall be required to pay los per annum for every 
1000 members or fraction thereof, also that it shall be responsible 
for the expenses of its own candidates. 

6. Reporting to Congress : It should also report annually to 
the Trades Umon Congress and the annual meetings of the 
national societies represented on the committee, and take any 
steps deemed advisable to ehcit opinion from the members of the 
organisations to which the committee is ultimately responsible. 

7. Basts of Representation : Societies, by whatever name they 
may be known, shall be entitled to one delegate for every 2,000 
members or fraction thereof, and they must pay los, for each 
delegate attending the conference, and forward tlieir names and 
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addresses seven days prior to the date fixed for the meeting. No 
credential card shall be issued to any soaety not having complied 
with the foregoing conditions. 

8. Voting : The method of votmg shall be by card, to be 
issued to the delegates of trade societies according to their 
membership, and paid for on the principle of one card for 
every 1000 members or fractional part thereof represented. 

All the organisations in question were invited by the committee 
to send delegates to the general conference. With the exception 
of the co-operative societies many organisations accepted the 
invitation, and the committee made the necessary preparations 
for the conference. 

3. — ^THE LABOUR REPRESENTATION COMMITTEE 

On February 27 and 28, 1900, exactly sixty-three years after the 
n^eting of the London Workmg Men's Union at which the 
People's Charter was formulated, 120 delegates met in London, 
representing more than half a miUion working men belonging to 
trade unionist and socialist organisations, for the purpose of 
inaugurating a new Chartist movement. The chair was taken on 
this occasion also by a London working man — W, C. Steadman, 

^ who had already represented a London constituency in the 
House of Commons. John Burns, member of Parliament for 
Battersea, was hkewise present, but not much attention was 
paid to him. 

Steadman opened the conference and stated ; — 

“ I am one of those trade unionists who believed, tmtil the 
*last ten years, that the workers of this country could attain their 
object in securing better conditions by voluntary efforts through 
their trade organisations. But the dispute which occurred in my 
own trade ten years ago for a reduction of the hours of labour had 
convinced me that the leaders of the advanced movement who 
believed in political action were right and I was wrong. I give 
way to no man in my desire to see Labour better represented in 
the House of Commons than it was to-day." 

The conference then proceeded to deliberate upon the resolu- 
tions drawn up by the committee. The debate that ensued 
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disclosed three main lines of thought. The first desired to 
include among the working class candidatures all those who 
are S57mpathetic with the aims and demands of the Labour 
movement ; the second that the liibour candidates should be 
restricted to those belonging to the organisations represented on 
the committee ; the third that they should be restricted to 
social democrats who advocated class warfare and the collective 
ownership of the means of production. The first aimed at a 
rapprochement between the committee and the Radicals ; the 
second desired a strict Labour policy ; the third was in favour 
of the identification of the committee with the Social Democratic 
Federation. John Burns supported the first view and expressed 
the opinion : — 

I am getting tired of workmg class boots, working class 
trains, working class houses, and working class margarine. I 
believe the time has arrived in the history of the Labour aili 
social movement when we should not be prisoners to class prejudice 
but should consider parties and policies apart from all class 
organisations.” 

The advocates of the second trend of thought were George 
Barnes, Pete Curran, James Sexton, and Keir Hardie, who for 
the most part aimed at an independent Labour party and a 
harmonious cooperation between trade unionists and socialists. 
Harry Queldi and James Macdonald supported the third hue 
of policy. 

The views of the second current of opinion corresponded on 
the whole to the feelings and wishes of the conference, and they 
were adopted by large majorities. The conference elected a * 
Labour Representation Committee (L.R C ), consisting of seven 
trade unionists, two members of the I.L.P., two members of 
the S.D.F., and one of the Fabian Society. James Ramsay 
MacDonald, a member of the I.L.P,, was elected secretary, 
and immediately set to work to enlist the sympathies of the 
trade umons for the L.R.C. Yet in 1900 only 375,931 trade 
unionists and sociahsts affiliated, among them being 13,000 
members of the I.L.P., 9,000 of the S.D.F., and 861 of the 
Fabian Society, 
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The admission to the membership of the L,R.C.^ was, at that 
time, not open to individuals, but to Labour and socialist organi- 
sations ; the unit of membership was not the mdividual, but the 
trade union or socialist society. As a rule it was effected in the 
following manner : — Some of the members of a union or a trades 
council or a socialist group proposed that the organisation should 
] oin the Labour Party. A general vote was taken and the decision 
lay with the majority. The case, therefore, easily arose that 
powerful minorities of trade umonists who were either Liberals 
or Conservatives and therefore not in agreement with the essen- 
tials of the Labour Party were nevertheless reckoned as its 
members. The method, which is in use for purely trade unionist 
purposes, was made applicable to politics. In exclusively trade 
unionist questions, for instance, in strikes, a decision is rarely 
unanimous, and yet the decision to quit work has to be obeyed 
by all ; the minority has to subordinate its wishes to those of the 
majonty. In the same manner, a decision to vote Labour 
against Liberals and Conservatives was to be binding on all. 
The difficulty, however, was that, whilst a strike forms an integral 
part of trade unionist action, the political vote was for a long 
time a matter of party. The conversion of trade unions to 
a national Labour Party in opposition to all other parties was 
bound to give rise to difficulties. In the course of our narrative 
we shall see what were the problems and conflicts which resulted 
from the new phase of the British Labour movement. But in 
the first few years they were scarcely noticeable, and the L.R.C. 
was able to obtain a surprising measure of success without being 
♦involved in internecine struggles. 

4. — GROWTH OF THE L.R.C. 

In September, 1900, Parliament was dissolved and in October 
the general election took place. The L.R.C., though young and 
hardly prepared for an election campaign, sent fifteen candidates 
into the field, of whom two only were successful — ^Richard Bell 

^ From 1906 onwards the LHC. assumed the name of Labour 
Party, but the latter term was also used, though not ofl&cially, from 
the time it was formed. 
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m Derby and Keir Hardie in Merthyr Tydvil. In the fifteen 
constituencies 177,000 votes were cast for all parties, 62,700 of 
which were given to Labour candidates. In 1901 the number of 
trade unions affihatedto the L.R.C. amounted to sixty-five, while 
that of the sociahst organisations fell to two, the S D.F. havmg 
withdrawn in the summer of the same year from the L.R.C. 
The total membership stood at that time at 455,450 In 1902 
the membership was doubled — ^it rose to 861,200. The meaning 
of the Taff Vale decision was beginmng to, be thoKiughly under- 
stood by the organised masses; political action became the 
leading question, for the trade unionists saw that new legislation 
was necessary in order to remove the paralysis which had over- 
taken their organisations in consequence of the Taff Vale de- 
cision. In June, 1902, a parliamentary vacancy occurred at 
Clitheroe. The I.L.P. was prepared to put up Philip Snowden as 
the socialist candidate, but gave way to David J. Shackleton, 
the secretary of the textile workers, who came forward as an 
independent Labour candidate and was returned unopposed 
In 1903 the Labour group in Parliament was increased by two 
more members — William Crooks and Arthur Henderson. Crooks 
was elected in Woolwich, having polled 8,687 votes against 
5,458 cast for the Conservative, while Henderson carried Barnard 
Castle against both Liberals and Conservatives In 1904 the 
Laho^ gtoup in Parliament was joined by Thomas Richards, 
mdnter for West Monmouthshire, who defeated his tariff reform 
opponent. Meanwhile, the Taff Vale decision imposed heavy 
burdens on some of the trade unions. In 1903 the Railway 
Servants paid to the Taff Vale Company damages and costs to^ 
the amount of 1^23,000, and judgment was dehvered against the 
South Wales miners, who were mulcted in £50,000. It may in- 
cidentally be remarked that only in Wales did the employers have 
recourse to the Taff Vale decision, while English and Scottish 
employers suffered the grave inconveniences which industrial 
conflicts imply rather than aggravate the tension between 
Capital and Labour by onslaughts on the trade union funds. 
This may, to some degree, explain the syndicahst and revolu- 
tionary tendencies among the Labour orgamsations in South 
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Wales. To the end of 1905* the Labour group in Parliament 
consisted of four members, Richard Bell having returned to the 
Liberal camp Ind^d, Bell had never felt quite at home as 
secretary of his union, or as member of the LL.P. and the 
L R.C. When pa5dng the above-mentioned damages and costs 
to the Taff Vale directors at a special dinner which he arranged 
for them, he ate humble pie by dehveringa very contrite speech 
and winding it up by expressing his best wishes for them. Ih 
the same year {1903) a bye-election took place at Norwich, with 
George H. Roberts as I L.P candidate. Roberts was then a 
fiery^^ialist and internationalist. Many of the Labour leaders, 
notably David J ShacMeton and Arthur Henderson, fresh from 
the field of glory, supported him, while Richard Bdl sent his 
best wishes to the Liberal candidate and urged the electors to 
vote '' yellow.’^ The disloyal action of Bell created a ferment in 
the movement and led finally to the great discussion on the 
question of independence, which, as we shall see m one of the 
next chapters, was subsequently settled at the Newcastle L R.C. 
conference in the same year. 

During all those years the Conservative Government made no 
serious attempt to amend trade union law or to arrive at any 
compromise with the working men. Their whole attention was 
concentrated on the tariff reform movement, which Joseph 
Chamberlain, the Colomal Secretary, set on foot in May, 1903, 
and which resulted in a crisis in the Conservative Party. The 
LRC. received scant notice from the press and the public, 
though the election of William Crooks caused the Daily Tdegfwph 
to remark that a new Chartist movement was in the course of 
formation. This shrewd remark was not followed up. Tariff 
reform and the growing tension of Anglo-German relations 
soon diverted the thoughts of pohticians and publiasts from 
Labour problems. No wonder, then, that fhe results of the 
elections in January, 1906, struck them as a bolt from the blue. 

In December, 1905, the Conservative Government resigned and 
Sir Henry CampbeU-Bannerman, who had led his party from 
defeat to victory, formed a Liberal Cabinet, in which, John 
Bums was appointed President of the Local Government Board. 
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The general election took place m January, 1906 The L.R C., 
scarcely six years old, had a membership of 900,000, and sent 
fifty candidates into the electoral campaign, twenty-nine of 
whom were successful. The total vote cast for all the parties 
in the fifty constituencies amounted to 860,000, of which 323,200 
were given to Labour. The Miners' Federation, represented 
in Parliament by fourteen members of their own, was the only 
one of the larger trade unions which remained outside the L.R.C. 
At that time the representatives of the miners belonged to the 
Liberal Party. 

The Labour successes formed the sensation of the year. News- 
papers and clubs, drawing-rooms and country houses, forgetting 
for a time the crushing defeat of Toryism and tariff reform, 
discussed hardly anything else but the pohtical uprise of the 
workmg classes. The spirit of the nation was stirred to its 
depths, and the remarkable thing was that the speakers and 
writers occupied themselves less with Labour than with socialism, 
although the L.RC was not socialist. A whole hterature 
dealing with the history and essence of socialism came into 
existence with lightnmg rapidity ; the socialist weeklies, Justice, 
Labour Leader, Clarion, Forward, etc , gained a large circulation ; 
everybody seemed to be anxious to get some knowledge of the 
new power which had so unexpectedly made its appearance. 
Thf ination gasped somdiow the truth that an independent 
labour ^ m^^t, a. reorganisation of society on socialist 
lines. , 

The L.R,C., henceforth officially known as the Labour Party 
(L P ), held its sixth annual conference in the middle of February, 
1906, in London. Its deliberations were exceedingly cordial. 
Socialists, like Keir Hardie and Pete Curran, trade union leaders, 
like Shackleton and Henderson, regarded each other as comrades 
in a spirit of candour and cheerfulness. The conference cele- 
brated the reconciliation of Labour and Socialism. The scenes 
of enthusiasm occurring during the conference and the declara- 
tions of solidarity of all the Labour forces vividly recalled the 
best moments of Chartism. The mass demonstration which 
was held at the Queen's Hall on the evening of February 16, 
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1906, in honour of the conference delegates, left an indelible 
impression on all who took part in it. At last the effects of the 
past defeats of Labour seemed to have vanished for ever ! 

The first-fruits of the victory of the Labour Party was the 
reversal of the Taff Vale decision. The Party imposed upon the 
Campbell-Bannerman Cabinet a Trade Disputes Bill, which 
secured to the organised workers the nght of picketing and 
freedom from collective responsibility. In the House of Lords 
a current of opinion was manifested in opposition to the Bill, 
the great majonty of the peers .^sharmg the opinion of many 
lawyers and judges that this measure raised the trade unions to 
a privileged position before the law of the landr But Lord Lans- 
downe, appreciating the revolutionary effect of the Taff Vale 
decision on the working classes, considered that the Trade 
Disputes Bill was not a favourable battleground for the Conserva- 
tives, and therefore advised them to execute a strategic retreat. 
The Bill was passed. 

The signal victory of the small Labour group over the strongest 
Liberal Government and the House of Lords, as well as over 
capitalists and lawyers, raised the hopes of the working classes 
and the sociahsts to a higher degree than ever before. Alto- 
gether the year 1906 was one of the most remarkable in the 
annals of British democracy and Labour. There was nothing 
hke it since 1831-2 ; moreover, as far as Labour was concerned, 
the counter-currents and disappointments were somewhat 
longer in coming than in 1832. In July, 1907, two sensational 
by-elections took place. At Jarrow, Pete Curran, the socialist 
and Labour candidate, carried the constituency in a four-cornered 
or ^'square'' fight; in the Colne Valley, Victor Grayson, a 
young, inexperienced socialist, curiously recalling the type of 
the young Chartist agitators of 1840, was successful on a purely 
soaalist programme. On the other hand, the parliamentary 
session of X907 proved barren of social legislation, and gave rise 
to much dissatisfaction among the workmg classes. Disillusion- 
ment was gradually setting in, and it was intensified by the 
defeat of the Society of Railway Servants. After long and 
laborious preparations the railwaymen were determined to give 
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battle for better condition of labour, and particularly for the 
recognition of their union by the Railway Companies. In the 
autumn of 1907 the prospect of a disastrous struggle thoroughly 
alarmed the public, and the Government was urged to interfere 
Lloyd George, then President of the Board of Trade, appeared 
on the scene, and finally succeeded in forcing upon the men's 
leaders a scheme of concihation and arbitration boards. On 
November 6 the conflict was declared to have come to an end. 
In reality, it was merely postponed, for the railwaymen 
regarded the result as a defeat, and many of them even 
thought it to have been the result of a betrayal of the men by 
their leaders. The railway men were '' welshed/' as the editor 
of the Justice remarked ^ 

The reaction from parliamentarism and conciliatory industnal 
methods gradually manifested itself in rebeUions of the trade 
unionists against their leaders, and, finally, in revolutionary 
trade uniomsm or anti-parliamentary syndfcahsm, which will 
be dealt with in a later chapter. Meanwhile we must turn our 
attention to the problems of independent politics and organisation 
which troubled the Labour Party. 

1 Compare G D. H. Cole and R Page Arnot, Trade U monism on 
the Railways, 1917. pp* 21, 110-113. 
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PROBLEMS OF THE LABOUR PARTY 


I. — ^LABOUR POLITICS AND SOCIALISM 

In the latter half of the nineteenth century the organised workers 
were overwhelmingly Liberal, though as trade unionists they were 
nommally neutral. They supported, from their funds, parlia- 
mentary representatives, as a nile»LiberaI Labour members ; and 
they defrayed the expenses of the Trade Union Congress, which 
has always had a good deal to do with politics. In fact, the 
political neutrahty of the trade unions was the result of the 
absence of any strong and defimte opposition to Liberalism, the 
Conservative minorities of the trade unions forming a neghgible 
quantity. With the exception of one or two Conservative trade 
umon leaders, the officials of the Labour organisations belonged to 
the Liberal Party. 

With the affihation of an increasmg number of trade unions to 
the L.R C. or Labour Party, an examination into the pnnciples 
on which political parties are based became inevitable. For, if 
the L.R.C. was Liberal, there was no need for it. Seeing, how* 
ever, that it existed and flourished, it must needs have adopted 
principles different from those of liberalism. What were they ? 
These examinations, questions and discussions were taken in 
hand as soon as the L,R.C. came into b^ing. They were carried 
on mainly by the members of the I.L.P. and the S D.F. 

The members of the S.D.F. advocated the prompt and im- 
mediate transformation of the L.R.C. into a social democratic 
party, and attempted to force upon it the recognition of the 
ultimate aim of socialism, with its method of class warfare- 
Even if this resulted in a split, nothing would be lost. What 
could a Labour Party accomplish without an ultimate aim? 
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Nothing. On the other hand, much could be accomplished by a 
small social democratic party possessing a definite programme. 
At the conference, at which the L.R.C. was formed (xgoo), 
James Macdonald, the delegate of the S.D F , moved : — 

That the representatives of the working class movement in 
the House of Commons shall form there a distinct party . . . 
based upon a recognition of the class war, and having for its 
ultimate object the socialisation of the means of production, distri- 
bution, and exchange. The party shall formulate its own policy 
for promoting practical legislative measures in the interests of 
labour, and shall be prepared to co-operate with any party that 
will support such measures, or will assist in opposing measures of 
an opposite character." 

A similar resolution was submitted a year later (1901) by 
Harry Quelch, editor of Justice, All the delegates of the 
trade umons and the LL P. spoke gainst binding the L.R C. 
candidates to socialism. On the other hand, the conference 
adopted the resolution moved by Keir Hardie : — 

'' That this conference is in favour of estabhshing a distinct 
Labour Group in Parliament, who shall have their own Whips, 
and agree upon their policy, which must embrace a readiness to 
co-operate with any party which for the time being may be 
engaged in promoting legislation in the direct interest of labour, 
and be equally ready to associate themselves with any party in 
opposing measures having an opposite tendency." 

This resolution outlmed the policy of the party in Parliament. 
It aimed at the formation in the House of Commons of a Labour 
Party having its own pohcy, its own Whips, and acting in all that 
concerned the welfare of the workers in a manner free and um 
hampered by entanglements with other parties. Each of the 
af&liated organisations would be left free to select its own candi- 
dates without let or hindrance, the one condition being that, 
when returned to Parliament, the candidate should agree to form 
cme of the Labour Group there, and act in harmony with its 
dedsions. In this way they would avoid the scandal, which in 
the past had pained earnest men on both sides, of seeing trade 
wSonists opposing sodah^, and vice versa. 
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As to the economic principles of the new paxty, the conference 
adopted the resolution which James Sexton, the delegate of the 
Liverpool dock labourers, moved on behalf of his union : — 

" That this conference declares that in view of the combinations 
of capital and the federations of employers it is necessary for 
the trade unions of the country to use their political power 
to defend their existence and secure their demands, and while 
it deprecates the introduction of mere party politics into 
the trade union movement, it urges upon trade unionists 
the necessity of combining on an independent platform for 
the following purposes : (i) The defence of the legal rights of 
combination. (2) The passing of such laws as will put an end 
to a system under which the producer of wealth has to bear 
an enormous burden in the shape of rents and profits which go to 
maintain large classes of non-producers." 

The resolutions of Keir Hardie and James Sexton respectively 
contain essentially the ^me demands and pnnciples as the 
resolutions of James Macdonald and Harry Quelch, but thF 
former are free from dogmatic formulae and were therefore more 
acceptable to the trade union delegates. Nevertheless, the 
S D.F., at its annual conference in 1901, decided to withdraw from 
the L.R.C. A resolution to that effect was adopted by fifty-four to 
fourteen votes. The withdrawal of the S.D.F. delegation from the 
L.R.C had two unfavourable effects. In the first place it gave 
rise to hostile recriminations between the organs of the S.D.F. 
and the I.L.P., and widened the gulf between the two socialist 
bodies whose co-operation was necessary for the success of 
socialism in Great BntiaiiU Secondly, the two vacant places on 
the L R.C. were filled by Liberal Labour trade unionists. The 
socialist influence was weakened and frittered away at a moment 
when the affiliation of trade unions to the L.R.C was proceeding 
at a great rate — in 1902-3 the membership rose from 435,450 to 
847,313. The new movement was filled with masses of recruits 
who needed training in independent Labour politics and social 
reform, while the S.D.F. members who could have undertaken 
that training made strenuous efforts not to let their doctrines pass 
into the hands of the heathen. The relatively small number of 
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socialists on the L,R.C. were faced with the task of protecting the 
new organisation from being swamped with Liberal Labourism. 
We shall see presently how they attempted to solve the problem. 
In the meantime we may observe that, although the S.D.F. as a 
body was no longer in a position to send delegates to the con- 
ferences in an official capacity, several of its members attended 
them annually as delegate of trade unions affihated to the L.R C. 
Their exertions, however, suffered from the suspicion that they 
were attempting to smuggle in the ideas of an organisation which 
was not in sympathy with the L R C. They moved social 
democratic resolutions at the annual conferences of the L.R.C., 
whidi, when taken seriaUm, were rejected, as the annual con- 
ferences were not inchned to pledge their parliamentary repre- 
sentatives to sociahsm On the other hand, the social democratic 
resolutions were adopted, wheh they were meant merely as an 
invitation to socialists to act in concert with the British Labour 
movement. Both cases occurred at tbf eighth annual conference 
figoS), held at Hull. On the discussion of the amendments to the 
constitution of the Labour Party, William Atkinson, the delegate 
of the paper stainers and a member of the S.D F., moved that 
it was the aim of the Labour Party — 

** To organise and maintain a Parliamentary Party, with its 
own Whips, whose ultimate object shall be the obtaining for the 
workers the full results of their labour by the overthrow of the 
present competitive system of capitalism and the institution of a 
system of pubhc ownership and control of all the means of life.*’ 

In support of this amendment he declared that no Labour 
Party worth the name ought to be satisfied with a mere wage 
system. It was no use to hide the fact that most of them were 
already persuaded that the socialist position was the right 
position. 

He thought that if the Labour Party desired to maintain an 
onward march, and make that march qmckly, it was more hkely 
to accomplish it by declaring to landlords and capitalists that it 
was not afraid of its convictions and that it intended to realise 
them at an early date. 

^ Atkinson was supported bv R. Davis, delegate of the society of 
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ironfounders, then by V. Grayson, at that time member of 
Parliament, finally by Harry Quelch, the social democratic 
leader, who attended the conference as a delegate of the London 
Trades Council, and by J. Gnbble {Boot and Shoe Operatives' 
Union). The amendment was opposed by J. Bruce Glasier, 
delegate of the LL P., who wished to draw the attention of the 
conference to the important fact that the resolution did not 
simply consist in a declaration in favour of socialism, but it 
actually meant that if it was passed every trade unionist 
would be excluded from the party if he was not prepared to 
declare in favour of socialism. On behalf of the I.L.P. he 
declared that it had no wish to impose socialism on those who 
were not prepared to accept it ; he and his fellow delegates from 
the LL.P. wished to say that they rejoiced to work with the 
trade unionists, as owing to that alliance the Labour Party had 
been so successful in Parliament. Glasier was followed by 
J. R. Clynes, M.P. (Oldham Trades Council), one of the most per- 
suasive speakers of Labour, who declared that he believed in the 
pubhc ownership and control of all the material things needed for 
the maintenance of hfe. But so far as they took part in pohtics 
they ought to be careful not to sharpen the weapons of the enemy. 
He believed that if they forced this declaration of objects upon 
the organised million represented in the party the effect would be 
harmful. The party subsisted at present on an alliance. The 
conditions of the alliance ought to be respected. The success of 
the alhance ought not to be ignored. He was more in favour of 
preaching to make converts to socialfem in the country than of 
seeking in the conference to fasten the socialist label upon the large 
mass of organised workers who were not socialists at all. They 
were not out, as a matter of fact, for ultimate objects ; they were 
out for Old Age pensions ; they were out for immediate industrial 
legislation ; they were out for some kind of effective and help- 
ful legislation on the subject of unemployment ; and at the same 
time they were out in the country preaching ideals to the people. 

A. H. Gill, M,P., said that as one of the old type of trade 
unionists he wished to oppose the amendment. It was because he 
was anxious to maintain the alhance as it at present existed that 
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lie opposed the amendment. They wanted to get something done 
at the present time and they could not afford to wait to realise 
the whole of the programme that the extreme men or advanced 
men were going in for. Trade unionists were not all socialists yet, 
and until they became all socialists they would not be prepared to 
pay their levies for the purpose of supporting a socialist party. 
There was no difficulty at the present time in the House of 
Commons in the two wings of the party working together. He 
thought for the next twenty years those two sections could work 
hand in hand and tiiey could have useful work done. If it had not 
been for the alhance between the trade unionists and the Socialists 
in the House of Commons they would not have had a Trades 
Disputes Act passed ; they would not have had the Compensation 
Act passed in the way it was. Instead of trying to find points of 
difference the policy should be to find points of agreement, and 
there were many points about which they were all agreed, al- 
though some were not prepared to go thfe whole hog. He ventured 
to say that if the amendment were earned the trade unions would 
be forced out of the party and thus wreck it. 

Pete Curran, M.P. (gasworkers), said that nine years ago the 
socialist trade umonist and what might be called the old-timer 
trade unionist joined hands in an open and honourable alhance, 
in accordance with the resolution passed at the Pl5anouth Trade 
Union Congress. They joined hands for political purposes on 
strictly independent lines, and at that time the S.D.F. came in. 
But’then the younger and more turbulent spirits, the men who did 
all the shouting and little work, forced the Federation out of the 
alliance, and now members of the Federation attended the 
Labour Party conferences representing other organisations. 
It was grieving to those who left the party to find that it was 
successful even in their absence. In the House of Commons 
Mr. Gin and the other men who represented the more moderate 
side of the trade union movement on all questions since he had 
been there had been as loyal and as independent as any sociahst 
could be. The carrying of the amendment would do more to 
help the Londem Daily Express and Daily Mail in disrupting 
the movement than anything else that could be done. They had 
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the trade unionists to-day working under conditions that they 
refused to work under twelve, thirteen, and fourteen years ago. 
They were willing to admit that at that time they did not see the 
wisdom of independent political action, and what had brought 
them to see it was the force of circumstances, legal tyranny, and 
the educational propaganda of the socialists in the trade union 
movement. They wanted to work with them openly and honour- 
ably, and he believed that with the process of evolution they 
would come right along as far as desired, but they should not be 
driven nor forced. 

The amendment was then put up and the vote was as follows : — 
for the amendment 91,000, against 951,000. 

The same conference, however, carried, two days later, a 
socialist resolution, because it was understood that it was 
proposed for the purpose of eliciting an expression of opinion. 
J. J. Stephenson (Engineers) moved : — 

That in the opinion of this Conference the time has arrived 
when the Labour Party should have as a definite object the 
socialisation of the means of production, distribution, and ex- 
change, to be controlled by a democratic State in the interest of 
the entire community ; and the complete emancipation of Labour 
from the domination of capitalism and landlordism, with the 
establishment of social and economic equality between the 
sexes.'' 

He said he was going to attempt to speak to this resolution 
from the experience of a trade unionist. The organisation 
responsible for the motion came into existence fifty-six years ago 
to protect the mterests of those under its jurisdiction. But had 
their aspirations been realised ? We had unemployed to>day 
in the engineering commumty and we had a standard of living 
far short of that which our forefathers desired. He wanted to 
say that it was not the purpose of the Engineers' Society to drive 
away any members in the coalition which formed the party. 
When they had earned our remedial legislation as far as it was 
possible they would still be confronted by inequalities that could 
only be removed by the commonwealth having charge of all the 
forces of the commonwealth and owning them. Consider the 
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scenes that were presented in the large cities : Piccadilly in 
London at midnight, the East End at midday, the unemployed 
at Tower HiU and on the Embankment ; in Hull, Carr Lane from 
SIX in the evening, and the dock gates from six in the 
morning. To what were these spectacles due but to the 
private ownership of the means of life ? Take another 
illustration with which they are familiar. The latest triumphs 
of shipbuilding and engineering were the " Lusitania " and the 
“ Mauretania/* Go down for an hour into the stok^olds and 
see how men earned their bread. Here was the distnbution of 
wealth exemplified. For every penny the coal-trimmers get as 
wages for their hard work, the landlord receives 35s. royalty 
rent on the coal. Landlords and employers when they had 
control of the Legislature passed the laws in their own behalf. 
The founders of his organisation fifty-six years ago put the memor- 
able words in the preface of the Rule Book that they hoped the 
interests of the workers would be promoted by their trade umons 
until some more general principle of co-operation should be 
acknowledged in society, guaranteeing to every man the full 
enjoyment of his labour. He was one of those who behoved that 
they must have an ideal m their politics ; that ideal being m 
this case the absolute removal from their midst of all that makes 
crime and vice rampant 

Only two delegates took part in the discussion, one speaking 
for, the other against the resolution, which was then put and 
carried by 514,000 votes to 469,000. 

The results of the (Escussions of socialist resolutions at the 
Hull conference were unmistakable. The Labour Party stood 
for social reform — ^for a socialistic reorganisation of society 
by gradual steps, but it was not social revolutionary ; it had no 
final goal, but immediate aims ; it did not occupy itself with 
theories, but with practical measures. 

— labour's declaration of independence 

The growth of the L.R.C. in 1902-3, the swamping of the 
organisation with Liberal Labour men, and the attempf on the 
part of some Labour leaders, like Richard Bell, John Ward, and 
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the old trade union officials to beat a hasty retreat to the Liberal 
camp, induced the I.L.P. members of the L.R.C, to define, m 
unambiguous terms, the conception of Labour independence, 
and to cause the L.R.C. to embody it in an authoritative declara- 
tion. At the third annual conference (Newcastle, 1903} Pete 
Curran, in accordance with the recommendation of the Standing 
Orders Committee, moved the following resolution : — 

" In view of the fact that the L.R.C. is recruiting adherents from 
an outside pohtical forces, and also, takmg into consideration the 
basis upon which the committee was inaugurated, this con- 
ference regards it as being absolutely necessary that the members 
of the Executive Comimttee and officials of affihated organisa- 
tions should strictly abstain from identif5dng themselves with, 
or promoting the interests of, any section of the Liberal or Con- 
servative parties, inasmuch as if we are to secure the social and 
economic requirements of the industnal classes Labour repre- 
sentatives m and out of Parliament will have to shape their own 
pohcy and act upon it regardless of other sections in the pblitical 
world ; and that the Executive Committee report to the affiliated 
association or bodies any such official acting contrary to the spint 
of the constitution as hereby amended." 

Curran declared that the delegates would remember the 
resolution brought forward at the Trade Union Congress at 
Plymouth (1899) by the Society of Railway Servants declanng 
that the time was ripe for a parhamentary Labour group to act 
independently. That resolution was passed by the Congress, 
and the following January a special conference met in London 
to form this representation committee The constitution, as 
then drafted, was admittedly weak because of the infancy of the 
movement that they were then inaugurating. To-day the 
movement had grown even beyond the anticipations of the most 
sanguine. They were to-day m Newcastle, histoncal so far as 
programmes were concerned, representing nearly a million 
organised workers throughout the length and breadth of this 
country. The newspapers every morning were telling them to 
be good^boys, informing them that they should go on the path of 
political virtue and righteousness; in fact, the papers were 
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condescending to tell them that the possibility was that they 
(the press) might see their way to help. He made bold to say 
that the time had arrived when the working class movement 
could stand politically upon its own legs ; that there were enough 
people represented at this conference to form a movement — ^not 
necessanly antagonistic to other parties, but outside and inde- 
pendent — ^to formulate their own policy and carry it into the 
House of Commons, and try to obtain there for it due support. 
He said that if, this line were not adopted the movement had no 
mission. Why did they call it into existence if they could find 
redemption through either party ? But most men at this con- 
ference were convinced in their heart of hearts that no political 
party in the State to-day outside their movement would grapple 
with those deep-rooted evils which we desired to see eradicated. 
It was because they were convinced of this that they were there 
to strengthen and sohdify their movement. Calling upon the 
responsible officials of affiliated organisations to abstain from 
identifying themselves with other parties was only the necessary 
and logical sequence of the meeting there that afternoon, if they 
were going to have a movement, solid, acting together in and out 
of the House of Commons. They were only weakening themselves 
if they strengthened other parties. He wanted to say that they 
had lessons in history why they should act on the lines suggested. 
Over half a century ago the old Chartist movement originated 
among the hiEs of Durham. Yet the Chartist movement became 
weak enough to be absorbed in one of the pohtical parties and 
so became useless. The Labour Electoral Association existed 
in this country, and had within its ranks some of the best trade 
unionists that could be found, and many of them were present. 
It attached itself to the taU end of one of the parties, and was 
to-day extinct Let them take a lesson, and let them strengthen 
their constitution in a way that would not tie down the trade 
uniomst to socialism, nor the socialist to trade unionism, but 
both to Labour. By so doing they would keep the best men in 
the ranks, and be able to accomplish those valuable |eforms 
that they aspired to accomplish at the earliest possible moment. 

John Hodge, M.P. (Steel Smelters), seconded the resolution. 
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After an exhaustive discussion, in which Bell, Ward, and other 
opponents of independence had spoken and endeavoured to 
show that independence was tantamount to isolation and 
destruction ot the movement, Keir Hardie rose to argue that the 
opponents of independence really meant to bring Labour back 
to a policy of weak and unprincipled opportunism. In reality 
there was but one weapon which would stand the test of time and 
prove effective : adhesion to an honest principle. Any departure 
from that would ruin their Labour movement. They all, Liberal, 
Tory, and socialist alike, lejoiced at the magnificent conference 
got together in that hall. What was the principle that enabled 
them all to come together and discuss this matter? Inde- 
pendence. If they, the socialists, had insisted that all should 
be socialists, there would be no such gathering. Had the Liberals 
insisted that all should be Liberals, they would have had the like 
result. They had fixed upon a common denominator that, when 
acting in the House of Commons, they should be neither socialists. 
Liberals, nor Tones, but a Labour party. They were seeking 
by the resolution to prevent individuals from disrupting the 
movement. What the resolution said was that the officials of 
this conference should not, on their own initiative, and because of 
certain political predilections of their own, give this movement a 
bias which would affect it to its foundations. The Parnell 
movement was organised on an independent basis. Every Irish 
branch was a strictly non-political organisation, holding its force 
in reserve to use in any way the council told it. They desired 
their forces to be used in the same way. If some stood as Liberals, 
and others as Tories, and others as socialists, the divisions that 
now rent Labour would be continued. WTien a man who repre- 
sented a trade union, who was being paid by a trade union, 
passed over the Trades Council and the organised trade unions 
of a constituency, in order to have himself selected by a Liberal 
or Tory organisation, he was not plapng the game straight. 
Let them beware lest they surrender themselves to Liberalism, 
which would shackle them, gag them, and leave them a helpless, 
discredited, and impotent mass. Let them have done with 
liberahsm and Toryism and every other '' ism that was not 
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Labourism, and let them give the rank and file a straight and 
honest lead, and if that were done the rank and file would 
support them. 

Hardie's speech, in which the term ** Labourism '' was coined, 
was followed by speeches from Ben Tillett and Curran, who 
clinched the argument for independence The resolution was 
then put and carried by a card vote of 659,000 to 154,000. It 
was embodied in the constitution of the L.R.C. and formed the 
so-called pledge of the Labour Members of Parliament to 
abide by the decisions of the Party. The revised constitution, 
or the ** Newcastle Programme " of the Labour Party, ran as 
follows : — 

I. 

The Labour Representation Committee, is a federation of 
trade unions, trades councils, the Independent Labour Party, 
and the Fabian Society. Co-operative soaeties are also eligible 
for membership. 

II. — OBJECT 

To secure, by united action, the election to Parliament of 
candidates promoted, in the first instance, by an afiiliated 
society or societies in the constituency, who undertake to form 
or join a distinct group in Parhament, with its own Whips and 
its own policy on Labour questions, to abstain stnctly from 
identifying themselves with or promoting the interests of any 
section of the Liberal or Conservative parties, and not to 
oppose any other candidate recognised by this Committee 
All such candidates shall pledge themsdves to accept this 
constitution, to abide by the decisions of the group in carrying 
out the aims of this constitution or resign, and to appear before 
their constituencies under the title of Labour candidates only. 

in. — THE EXECUTIVE 

The Executive shall consist of thirteen members, nine repre- 
senting the trade unions, one the trades councils, one the Fabian 
Society, and two the Independent Labour Party. The members 
shall be elected by their respective organisations at the Annual 
Conference* 
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rv. — ^DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE 

TLe Executive Committee shall appoint a chairman, vice- 
chairman, and treasurer ; shall transact the affairs of the Com- 
mittee, and make proper arrangements for the pa5nnent of 
permanent ofi&cers when necessary. 

It shall keep in touch with trade unions and other organisations, 
local and national, which are running Labour candidates, and 
on the approach of a general election it shall prepare a list of 
candidates run in accordance with the constitution, shall publish 
this list, and shall recommend these candidates for the support 
of the working class electors. The members shall strictly 
abstain from identifying themselves with or promotmg the 
interests of any section of the liberal or Conservative parties. 

It shall report to affiliated organisations if the chief officials of 
any affiliated body pubhcly oppose the approved candidates of 
the Committee, or if any member of this Executive, Member of 
Parliament or candidate, who has been endorsed by the Com- 
mittee, act contrary to the spirit of this constitution. 

The revised constitution worked fairly well up to the end of 
1908. The pledge was not too strictly apphed, the Labour 
members having been left free to vote, in matters of conscience, 
as they thought right, but on the whole the party showed a 
united and unbroken front. From 1909 onwards the constitution 
has been weakened from the following causes : In the first place, 
the miners’ federation, the largest British alliance of umons, 
numbering over a half a million, joined the Labour Party and 
brought with them a strong minority of Liberal Labour men and 
fourteen Liberal Labour members of Parliament. The infusion 
of so many Liberal elements into the party acted necessarily as 
a solvent on the mental cohesion and discipline of the new 
movement. Secondly, the growing national crisis caused by 
the Liberal Fmance Bills and the conflict between the Commons 
and the Lords could not fail to induce the Labour Party to 
support the Liberals and to restrain its criticism of the Govern- 
ment. It was simply impossible for the Labour members to 
maintain their independence and to attack a Government which 
was engaged in a battle for democratic and social reform progress 
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Finally, in addition to those disturbing factors, the action of 
W. V. Osborne v, the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants 
threatened the financial resources of the party and for a time 
all but paralysed its activities. 

3. — ^THE OSBORNE DECISION 

The penal laws, actions, and law court decisions against 
organised working men up to 1906 had for their aim either the 
destruction of the trade unions or the restraining of their 
activities and methods. It was the economic combination and 
procedure of the wage earners which were regarded as illegal. 
The Trade Disputes Act, 1906, closed the period of trade umon 
disabihties and rendered the collective economic action of the 
working classes perfectly legal. At the very moment of their 
decisive victory the trade unions were confronted with a new 
legal problem. The rise of the Labour Party meant the con- 
version of the economic organisations of Labour into a vast 
political confederation. The economic class had grown into a 
political class — economics as its basis, politics as its super- 
structure. The Trade Union Acts, 1871, 1875, 1876, and 1906, 
had undoubtedly economic objects in view, and only these were 
legalised. The entrance of the unions as such into politics 
produced a series of new facts, for which no legal regulations 
existed. The British Labour Party was not at that time an 
organised collection of individuals having similar political views, 
but a confederation of trade societies which by virtue of a major- 
ity vote were supposed to act politically in concert The party, 
according to its constitution, pursued an independent Labour 
policy with the view of acqmring political power or obtaining 
a majority in Parliament over the Liberals and Conservatives. 
The manner in which affiliation took place necessarily left a 
number of Liberal and Conservative minorities which were, none 
the less, pledged to make financial contributions towards the up- 
keep of a party which is opposed both to the Liberals and Con- 
servatives. Hence the opposition of Liberal working men to the 
compulsory levies and to the use of trade union funds for political 
purposes. They mrgued somewhat in the following manner: 
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It was indeed true that m purely trade union questions 
they submitted to the decisions of the majority, but they could 
not be expected to do violence to their conscience and pay 
contributions for socialist objects or for a policy directed against 
the Liberals. To these objections the party replied : The object 
of trade unionism was to promote the interests of the workers ; 
for nearly half a century the trade unions had been acting on the 
generally accepted view that these interests were to be promoted 
not only by economic methods, but also by parliamentary 
action ; until igoo they believed that the furtherance of the 
interests of Labour could, politically, be best attained by acting 
as auxiliaries of the Liberal Party. Gradually, however, the 
conviction had been borne in upon them that a separate Labour 
Party was necessary for this purpose ; the levies which they were 
now demanding were therefore destined for trade union objects. 
Were they to permit minorities to take up an independent 
position directly opposed to that of the party as a whole, then no 
organisation whatever would be possible and each member of the 
working class would suffer in consequence. It had been happen- 
ing often enough that trade unionist minorities went into a 
strike, though they could not, conscientiously, approve of it. 
Human arrangements were never perfect; and so long as 
anarchism was an impossibility, the least defective mode of 
organisation was democracy or the submission of the minority to 
the majority. 

The first conflict of this kind arose in 1905, when the plumbers’ 
union in Canning Town asked for the return of their contributions 
paid for political purposes. The disagreement was settled 
amicably. StiU, the leaders of the Labour Party, foreseeing 
future difficulties that might arise from the opposition of militant 
minorities, took the opinion of the two eminent lawyers, Sir 
Robert Reid (now Lord Lorebum) and Sir Edward Clarke. 
Both of them gave it as their opinion that the Trade Union Acts 
were no obstacle to political action. The leaders of the Labour 
Party then approached the Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies, 
who gave a decision on this point m favour of the trade union 
majorities, but urged that appropriate alterations should be made 
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in their rules in order that the trade unionists should be made 
acquainted with the political purposes of their organisations. 
The matter was then thought to have been finally settled. 

In 1908 the whole question was brought up again by a Liberal 
railway servant, W, V. Osborne (Walthamstow), and taken to the 
law courts. In his plea he stated that compulsory levies by 
trade unions for political purposes were ultra vires. In the first 
instance, Justice Neville dismissed the application. The case was 
carried to the higher courts, and the Master of the Rolls and 
finally the Law Lords delivered judgment to the effect that a 
trade union, as defined by the Trade Union Acts, acted ultra vires 
in raising compulsory levies for pohtical purposes. One of the 
judges also pomted'out that the " pledge '' was unconstitutional. 

At one stroke the financial resources of the Laibour Party, or 
of the political action of the trade unions, appeared to have been 
cut off. It was even doubtful whether it was legal for trade 
unions to finance municipal elections, or to defray the expenses 
of the Trade Union Congress or of their deputations to the 
various Secretaries of State. The Liberal and Conservative 
minorities were not slow in taking advantage of the new legal 
situation. They applied to the law courts for injunctions 
against the levying of political contributions, and, as a rule, 
obtained them. The party suffered financially in 1909 and 19x0 
— at a time of great national excitement which was caused by the 
Lloyd George Budget and the constitutional crisis, when 
two general elections took place within twelve months. It must, 
however, be remarked that the Osborne judgment raised com- 
paratively little indignation in the ranks of Labour. It came at a 
moment of political disillusionment among the most active ele- 
ments of the organised workers, who were fast turning to economic 
action and even to a modified syndicalism, while the revolution- 
ary socialists thought the Osborne judgment to be favourable to 
their cause, since it might induce the party to shed Labourism 
and make the adherence to socialist principles the test of member- 
ship. Still, there remained a good many trade unionists and 
socialists, among them being the Parliamentary Labour Party, 
who sincerely desired a reversal of the Osborne judgment and the 
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legalisation of the political activities of the trade unions 
They brought as much pressure to bear upon the Liberal 
Government as they could, and they succeeded m exacting 
from it, first, payment of members of Parliament by the State ; 
secondly, the Trade Union Act, 1913, which represents a fair 
compromise between the contending parties. A trade union may 
henceforth use its funds for political objects, provided a majority 
of members voting on the question so decide. It does not matter 
how small the number may be who vote ; the majority of even a 
minority of members is sufficient. The Act further safeguards 
the liberties of the dissenting minorities by giving them the 
right of exemption from political contributions if they give notice 
that they object to contnbute ; they may ask, and the trade 
umon is under the obligation to return to them, pro raia, 
the monies spent for pohtical objects. Above all, the Act 
practically obviates all possibilities of law court actions in this 
matter by setting up the Chief Registrar as umpire between the 
contending majority and minority. The Act was the work of 
Sir Rufus Isaacs (now Lord Reading), who was at that time 
Attorney-General. 

On the other hand, the party, at the end of September, 1910, 
decided to abandon the pledge in order to remove the 
objections which had been raised against it on constitutional 
grounds. A resolution to that effect was carried by the Labour 
Party conference in 1911. 

In pursuance of this Act the trade unions had to take ballots 
on the question of using trade union funds for political action. 
Up to the end of May, 1914, sixty-three unions took a ballot of 
their members as to pohtical objects. In the aggregate they 
showed 678,063 votes in favour of such objects and 407,356 
against. Only three small unions had each a majority of votes 
against. Many other unions were carrying out the procedure 
under this Act, but the results were not made public, since the 
War diverted the attention of Labour from party affairs. 
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Miners' Federation of Great Britain 
National Union of Railwaymeri . . 

Amalgamated Society of Locomotive 
Enginemen and Firemen 
Railway Clerks' Association . . * 

Amalgamated Society of Engineers 
Amalgamated Weavers' Association 
National Union of Gasworkers . . 

National Union of Dock and Riverside 
Workers 

National Union of Boot Operatives 
Union of Co-operative Employees 
National Union of Clerks . . 

Prudential Assurance Agents 

Owing to the outbreak of the War, 
further pursued. Armageddon pushed all such questions into 
the background, and changed, in its course, also the complexion 
and constitution of the Party. These changes will be dealt 
with in the concluding chapters. 


Votes 

Votes 

in favour. 

against. 

261,643 

194,800 

102,270 

34.953 

7.839 

3.841 

15.496 

1.340 

20,586 

12.740 

98.158 

75.893 

27,802 

4.339 

4,078 

501 

6,085 

1.935 

11,130 

11.967 

1.844 

540 

1.304 

313 

the matter 

was not 
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THE SOCIAL REVOLUTIONARY FERMENT 


!• — ^ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL INFLUENCES 

The future historian, poring on his records and matenals and 
calling upon his constructive imagination to draw a true picture 
of Great Britain in the period from 1908 to 1920, will gradually 
behold the unrolling of a series of social revolutionary develop- 
ments, with the Great War but an episode and the various 
reform measures as so many concessions wrested by the working 
class and democracy. For the arrangements of society, con- 
stitutional and institutional, appeared to have lost well-nigh 
all stability Ferment and unrest spread throughout all ranks 
The accepted views on commercial policy and public finance, 
on the relation between the Commons and the Lords, on the 
position of woman in pohtical life, on trade unionism and 
socialism were fiercely assailed and more or less shaken. Even 
conservative minds, usually averse from popular agitation, were 
thinking and speaking of revolutionary methods and rebellious 
acts. Educated and refined women had recourse to terroristic 
and conspiratory deeds. And masses of workmen, organised and 
unorganised, used the weapon of the strike on an unprecedented 
scale. Capital and Labour moved in phalanxes s^ainst one 
another. The whole nation was in movement, as if driven by 
elemental forces. Taking drama as a mirror of the time it may 
be said that the nation moved within the short space of ten 
years (1898-1908) from Pinero's Gay Lord Quex to Shaw's Major 
Barbara and Galsworthy's Strife, The most salient feature of 
this amazing chapter of contemporary history was the appeal to 
economic facts and needs and to new social ethics. Economics, 
social statistics, prices and cost of hving, trade and commercial 

1345 
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re-organisation, taxation, and social reform legislation filled the 
minds of the nation. Behind all constitutional, legislative, and 
popular questions stood everywhere the economic factor and the 
ethical problem. 

Bntish industrial hfe has smce 1880 been undergoing profound 
changes. Under the pressure of the German and American 
advance the leaders of Bntish industry, trade, shipping, and 
commerce have gradually adopted new methods of organisation, 
which are aimmg at the regulation of competition by mutual 
agreements and combines for the purpose of secunng economies 
in production, distnbution, and exchange, as well as of gain- 
ing greater control of labourA Administrative centrahsation, 
scientific management, constant improvement of machinery have 
cheapened production and gradually enabled -British industry 
to face foreign competition. The new methods of production 
and distnbution could not fail, however, to press upon the 
workmg and lower middle classes. Since the beginning of the 
new century Bntish Labour has been raising its voice against the 
“ speeding-up ” methods, and the lower middle classes have been 
living m dread of losing their independence. Indeed, since 1880 
and in a more pronounced degree since 1900 a new factory system 
has arisen which bears the same relation to the factory system of 
the beginning of the nineteenth century as intensive cultivation 
to extensive agriculture, or, better still, as the modern armies 
to the old ones. The cohstantly growing mechamsation of the 
processes of production and locomotion, as well as the enormous 
development of land and sea traffic, brought a host of unskilled 
workmen, unused to the disciphne of old trade unionism, into 
close proximity to skilled labour or gave them an equal status 
with it. The traditional gulf between the two categories of labour 
was gradually bridged. The skilled workers felt their privileged 
and protected position seriously threatened, and many of them 
began to learn the lesson of the sohdaxity of Labour — ^namely, 
that the interests of the wage earners, as a whole, no matter 
what their spedal crafts or trades or professions might be, were 

S. Indusinal Commisston Report, Vol. XVIII , p. 15 sqq., 
quoted in Carter, Tendency toward Indusinal Comhinatxon, pp. 3—4. 
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imseparably interwoven with one another. Sectionalism is dis- 
appearing, Labour alliances are being formed, hand and brain 
workers are coalescing. 

In commerce and finance a similar process has come into 
operation. The wholesale traders are reducing the retail traders 
to the rdle of distributive agents working on commission. And 
the great manufacturers are gaining control both over the 
wholesale and retail trade. The great departmental store, the 
large importers, and the co-operative societies have been dis- 
placing great numbers of small shopkeepers. The tendency of 
modern times appears to be the displacement of the independent 
lower middle class by a salaried class of clerks, salesmen, officials, 
and civil servants. This process of concentration in commerce 
and finance could not escape the observation of a sociological 
writer hke H. G. Wells. Shopkeeping, like manufactures," he 
declares, " began to concentrate in large estabhshments, and by 
wholesale distribution to replace individual buying and selling 
. . . The once flourishing shopkeeper lives to-day on the mere 
remnants of the trade that great distributing stores or the 
branches of great companies have left him. Tea companies, 
provision-dealmg companies, tobacconist companies, make the 
position of the old-established private shop unstable and the 
chances of the new beginner hopeless. Railway and tramway 
take the custom more and more effectually past the door of the 
small draper and outfitter to the well-stocked estabhshments at 
the centre of things; telephone and telegraph assist that 
shopping at the centre more and more. . . . And this is equally 
true of the securities of that other section of the middle class, 
the section which hves upon invested money. There, too, the 
big eats the little. Through the seas and shallows of investment 
flow great tides and depressions, on which the big fortunes ride 
to harbour while the little accumulations, capsized and swamped, 
quiver down to the bottom." ^ 

Finally, the two most popular pohtical leaders of the first 
decade of the new century, Mr. Joseph Chamberlam and Mr. 
Lloyd George, taught the masses to think in economics. The 
^ H. G. Wells, New Worlds for Old, 1908, ch. vui. § i. 
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tariff reform movement, imtiated by the former in May, 1903, 
not only stimulated economic thought but brought the condition 
of England question before the nation. In working class 
meetings the tariff reform leaders spoke of the problem of un- 
employment, of loss of wages, and of the relatively bad condition 
of Labour. The most fundamental aspects of manufacture and 
agriculture were discussed and investigated. Indeed, not since 
the Anti-Corn Law agitation in the 'forties of the last century 
did the working classes receive so thorough an economic educa- 
tion as during the tariff reform controversy. The reply tb'the 
tariff reform movement was a Liberal campaign against land- 
lordism, mining royalties, and the House of Lords. After the 
general election of 1906, Liberal speakers continued to press social 
economic questions to the front. Dismayed by the rapid growth 
of the Labour Party and still believing in the peril of tariff 
reform, Lloyd George came forward as the chief defender of 
Liberalism against both the tariff reformers and the socialists. 
Speaking on October ii, 1906, at Cardiff, he declared : — 

You must remember that up to the present there has been 
no real effort to counteract the socialist mission amongst the 
workmen When that effort is made you may depend it wiU 
find it adherents even amongst workmg men. Common 
sense bids Liberals and Labour to get along together as far as 
w can to-day, and not to block the road of progress by standing 
on it in groups to quarrel about the stage we hope to reach the 
day after to-morrow. We want the assistance of Labour to 
give direction to the policy of Liberalism and to give nerv^. and 
boldness to its attack. If the able men who now think that they 
are best serving the cause of progress by tr5dng to shatter Liberal- 
ism were to devote their energies and their talents to guide and to 
strengthen and to embolden Liberalism, they would render higher 
and more enduring service to progress. But I have one word for 
Liberals. I can teU them what will make this independent Labour 
Party movement a great and sweeping force in this country. If 
at the end of an average term of ofiice it were found that a Liberal 
Parliament had done nothing to cope seriously with the social 
condition of the people, to remove the national degradation of 



ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL INFLUENCES 349 


slums and widespread poverty and destitution in a land glittering 
with wealth, that they had shrunk to attack boldly the main 
causes of this wretchedness, notably the drink and this vicious 
land system, that they had not arrested the waste of our national 
resources in armaments, nor provided an honourable sustenance 
for deserving old age, that they had tamely allowed the House 
of Lords to extract ail the virtue out of their Bills, then would 
a real cry anse in this land for a new party, and many of us here 
in this room would join in that cry. But if a Liberal Government 
tackle the landlords, and the brewers, and the peers, as they have 
faced the parsons, and try to deliver the nation from the pernicious 
control of this confederacy of raonopohsts, then the independent 
Labour Party will call in vain upon the working men of Bntain 
to desert Liberalism that is gallantly fighting to rid the land of 
the wrongs that have oppressed those who labour in it.*' 

The leading ideas of this speech form the ke3mote of the sub- 
sequent work of Lloyd George as Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
The rise of the Labour Party meant the end of the Liberal 
Party, and it was the duty of the Liberal leaders to enlarge 
and strengthen their creed by adopting those sociahst reform 
measures which they thought to be practicable. The region of 
Liberalism having become arid was to be made fertile by irrigation 
from the rivers of sociahst thought The Finance Bills of the 
years 1908 to 1914 were the result of these efforts. The distinc- 
tion made between earned and unearned incomes , the transforma- 
tion of the Budget into an instrument of social reform ; the heated 
discussions to which the new financial measures gave rise ; the 
impassioned and inflaming oratory of Mr. Lloyd George at 
Limehouse (London, E.) and other working class centres ; the 
land reform agitation, with its inevitable references to the 
fundamental tenets of socialism; finally, the constitutional 
struggle between the Commons and the Lords, which necessanly 
carried the mind of the nation back to the great conflicts and 
crises of English history, added a force to the social agitation and 
unrest. 

Another aggravating factor was the continual rise of prices, 
which began m 1896 and was growing increasingly pronounced 
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since 1907 and which resulted in a considerable reduction of th< 
real wages As far back as 1909, the Labour Party Executive 
in their Report to the Ninth Annual Conference at Portsmouth 
drew the attention of the delegates to those facts : three yean 
later, the Fifteenth Abstract of Labour Stattshcs of the U.K 
(London, 1912, Cd 6228) showed that in the years 1900-1911 
in the five pnncipal trades (building, minmg, engineering, 
textiles, agriculture) the increase of wages amounted to 0.31 
per cent., the wholesale prices of foodstuffs rose by 11.6 per cent , 
and London retail prices by 9.3 per cent. ; and in 1913 the 
Board of Trade Report on Wages confirmed the painful dis- 
crepancy between wages and prices, and thus supplied of&cial 
material for the revolutionary agitation ^ The electoral victories 
and the usual trade union methods, it appeared, resulted in an 
economic defeat. Revolutionary writers and speakers did not 
fail to point the moral and draw the lesson against parliamentary 
action and old trade union leadership. The hght of State 
sociahsm began to pale before the nse of S 3 mdicalism, guild 
sociahsm, and direct action 

The Great War accelerated or matured all those tendencies 
and movements. The dilution of labour, the employment of 
masses of unskilled and woman workers m skilled trades, the 
rapid increase of automatic machinery, and the latitude accorded 
to the manufacturer to draw tighter the net of scientific manage- 
ment, formed a demonstration ad hominem that the privileged 
position of the upper strata of Labour has vanished. Women's 
work penetrated, with surprising success, even into the closely 
guarded domain of the engineering industry. “ In particular 
the Bristol exhibition was remarkable for the many hundreds of 
specimens of work wholly or mainly done by women. Apart 
from the still larger range covered br/ the photographs, fourteen 
separate groups of samples were shown, dealing respectively 
with aircraft engines, motor-car engines, magnetos and other 
accessories of internal combustior engines, locomotives and 
stationary engmes, guns and gun components, small arms, gauges, 

1 Cf S. G. Hobson, Guild Principles in War and Peace, London 
(Bell & Sons), 198, pp. 17-18, 
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cutters and allied work, drawing dies and punches, welded and 
other aircraft fittings, aircraft framing and structural parts, pro- 
jectiles, miscellaneous engineering, and optical and glass work. 
The hst is long, but its very length summanses no more than 
fairly the variety of apphcations that are being made of women's 
services in one work or another. A similar variety was seen in 
the composition of most of the individual groups " ^ War 
finance and commerce favoured the process of economic amal- 
gamation and concentration Joint stock banks, shipping 
companies, chemical works, coal, iron, and steel concerns formed 
alhances or were linked up with one another. The rich grew 
ncher and the position of the middle classes grew more pre- 
canous.2 Liberalism, which Mr, Lloyd George had expected 
to nd the land of socialism and independent Labour pohtics, 
was finally shattered by the war. A part, however, of his Cardiff 
prophecy came true. He had warned his audience that “ if at 
the end of an average term of office it were found that a Liberal 
Parliament had done nothmg to cope senously with the social 
condition of the people, to remove the national degradation of 
slums ... to arrest the waste of our national resources in 
armaments . . . then would a real cry arise for a new party, and 
many of us would jom m that cry." Many Radicals not only 
jomed in that cry, but jomed the Independent Labour Party 
and other soaalist organisations ; the ideahsts among the 
mtellectuals have even taken the lead in the social revolutionary 
movements. The influence of the War on the nse of prices is 
too obvious to need any further remark. And the accumulated 
effect of all those developments has been the accentuation of the 
economic factor and the cleavage between the classes on the 
one hand, and the weakening of Parhamentary action and 
purely .pohtical democracy, on the other. Heie we touch 
Bolshevik ground. 

^ Ttmes Engin&enng Supplement, June 29, igi?- 

* “ For every 20s. which the Government spent during the war 
they borrowed i6s. This system of financmg Government expedi- 
tions tends to accumulate more and more wealth in the hands of the 
well-to-do." (Sidney Webb, in Labour Year Book, 1919* P* ^^4 
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2. — EDUCATIONAL INFLUENCES 

Meanwhile, the education of the upper strata of the working 
classes grew apace Elementary education, continuation schools, 
debating societies, cheap repnnts of some of the best books, 
socialist propaganda, the classes conducted by the Workers' 
Educational Association, which was founded in 1903, and to 
which 1,071 trade unions, trade union branches, and trades 
councils, and 384 co-operative societies and comnaittees are 
now sdBhliated, and Ruskin College at Oxford have produced 
a young generation of workmg men responsive to the mental 
currents of the time. Great Britain possesses now what it 
never possessed — Labour intellectuals with a healthy desire for 
the study of economics, social history, and science. In the 
230 University Tutorial Classes, organised by the Workers' 
Educational Association, there are now some 4,000 students 
engaged in courses of study lasting for not less than three 
years, and in the shorter classes which it has established, 
several thousand more. Ruskm College, founded by two 
Americans in 1899, hem preparing annually from thirty to 
forty of the ablest engineers, mmers, railwaymen, and textile 
workers for further studies and self-education by imparting 
to them the elements of political economy, evolution, logic, 
industrial history, and sociology. Students of Ruskin College 
were among the first Labour intellectuals who responded to the 
syndicalist teachmgs which originated m America (Industrial 
Workers of the World or I.W.W.) and in France (ConfidiraHon 
Ginirale du Travail or C.G T ). As far back as May, 1905, when 
I called at the College to prepare a report on this institution for the 
Berlm Vorwarts, I noticed a certain dissatisfaction among some 
students with the economic teaching of the College professors. 
The students desired to be taught economics from Marx's Capital, 
particularly the labour theory of value, instead of the Jevonian 
theory of marginal utility. After the election of 1906, with the 
sudden surging up of social economic problems, the dissatisfac- 
tion ripened into a conflict* The dissatisfied students formed a 
separate organisation called the Plebs League and finally seceded 
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in 1909. They established an institution of their own, the 
Central Labour College (now the Labour College), at first at 
Oxford, then in London. The spirit and aim of this institution 
may be gathered from the following guiding principles : ** (i) The 
College to be based upon the recognition of the antagonism of 
interests between Capital and Labour. (2) The aim to be the 
imparting of education of a definitely utilitarian character, viz. 
the training necessary to equip workers to propagate and defend 
the interests of their class against the dominant ruhng class ideas 
and theones prevalent in capitalist society. (3) The college to 
be owned and controlled by the representatives of organised 
Labour, viz the trade unions, socialist and co-operative societies/' 
The main props of the Labour College are the South Wales 
Miners' Federation and the National Union of Railwaymen, 
while the Plebs League, consisting of students, ex-students, and 
sympathisers, are controUmg the curriculum and the spirit of 
the teaching, so as “to further the interest of independent 
working class education as a partizan effort to improve the 
position of Labour at present and ultimately to assist in the 
abolition of wage slavery." ^ 

Revolutionary working class schools were established m 
Scotland, South Wales, and the Midlands, where the works of 
Marx, Engels, Dietzgen, Kautsky, Lenin, and Trotsky were 
studied and discussed. The matenalist conception of history 
and the labour value theory were favourite subjects. The 
Scottish Labour College had, in 1919, an income of over £1,000. 
A small section of the British working class were being imbued 
with a spirit of generalisaticm. John Maclean, W. Paul, W. W. 
Craik, Noah Ablett, Walton Newbold acted as thdr teachers and 
writers in various parts of the country.^ 

Of the many books pubhshed on the eve of the Labour unrest 
none had so notable an effect as Sir Leo Money's Rxche^ and 

^ Oxford Chfomcle^ October 20, 1911 ; Ruskin College, Manifesto 
to the Students, July, 1909 , Plebs League, The Democratic Control 
of Rushtn College, Leicester, 1909 ; The Plebs Magazine, Sheffield 
(monthly). Labour Year Book, 1919# p* 294-5. 

* The Call (London), December 11, 1919. 
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Poverty, The statistics showing the growth of the national 
income and its very unequal distnbution could not fail to intensify 
the dissatisfaction which sprang from the general tendencies of 
the economic and political developments mentioned above. The 
statistical tables had come very opportunely to throw the dry 
hght of facts and figures on a situation full of ferment and 
excitement. They were used by socialists and Labour speakers 
all over the country m a similar manner as Colquhoun's statistical 
tjble was used in the tune of the incubation and nse of .Chartism. * 


3. — ^REVOLUTIONARY TRADE UNIONISM I DIRECT ACTION 

The syndicalist movement or revolutionary trade unionism is 
differentiated from State socialism or collectivism by the emphasis 
it places (a) on the economic factor as the primary formative 
agent of social arrangements and social ethics, (b) on the econo- 
mic antagonism between Capital and Labour, (c) on the direct 
action and struggle of the working class for its emancipation 
from the wage basis of livelihood and for the control of the 
means of production by Labour itself, (d) on the trade union and 
not on the electoral district as the focus of Labour power. Syn- 
dicalism, therefore, is averse from conciliation boards and 
industnal agreements between employers and employees ; it 
recognises no social peace or even truce as long as the wage 
basis prevails; it is opposed to Parliamentary politics being 
made an integral and important part of the Labour movement ; 
it scorns social reform by Liberal or Conservative or Labour 
legislation ; it refuses to believe in the efficacy of a Labour pohcy 
acting through Parliamentary representatives and Labour 
officials. The syndicalist movement is pre-eminently revolu- 
tionary; the socialist movement is largely reformist. The 
former puts itself deliberately outside the present system of 
society in order the better to get hold of it and to shake it to its 

1 Cf, The Highway (monthly), W.E A Year Book ; A. Mansbndge, 
University Pictorial Classes , Oxford and Working Class Education, 
1908 R H. Tawney, An Experiment m Democratic Education,” 
in the Political Quarterly, May, 1914 (Compare Times, January 14, 
1914, note on the meeting of the Historical Assoaation.) 
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very foundations ; the latter is working within the present order 
of society with the view of gradually changing it. The sjm- 
dicalist knows therefore of no compromise ; class warfare, relent- 
less and continual, is his supreme means. Startmg from the 
premise (a) that economics rules social relations and shapes 
social ethics, (b) that the economic antagonism between Labour 
and Capital is irreconcilable, the S3mdicalist cannot arrive at any 
other conclusion. 

These principles and inferences may be termed the syndicalist 
form of Marxism. 

It must not be supposed, however, that the S37ndicalists are 
materialists on principle. There are among them profoundly 
spiritual thinkers ; but they believe that capitalist society is 
materialist and that no spiritual uplifting of the people, no social 
justice and individual salvation are possible unless capitalism, 
with money and financial success as the measure of all things, 
has been laid by the heels. 

The first body to spread syndicalist views in Great Britain was 
the Socialist Labour Party m Scotland, whose members onginally 
belonged to the Social Democratic Federation, but gradually 
came under the influence of the Socialist Labour Party in the 
Umted States of America and finally seceded from the S.D.F, in 
1903. The leader of the American Socialist Labour Party was 
Daniel De Leon, a University lecturer and a strict adherent of 
Marxism, who for a long time worked on the application of 
Marxist theories to the American Labour movement. Disgusted 
with the corrupting influences of Amencan politics, which, as he 
believed, rendered all Parliamentary action of socialist and 
Labour parties nugatory and corrupted the trade union leaders, 
he turned to the economic action of trade unionism organised for 
relentless class warfare and for the socialist objective.^ Similar 

^ In November, 1899, when I went to New York on a lengthy 
visit to my parents, I was at once introduced to Daniel De Leon, 
with whom I remained on friendly terms till September, 1900. He 
was one of the straightest Marxists I had ever come across. Two 
years later, when I met Ulianov (Lenin) in London and enjoyed his 
friendship for over a year, I could not help being struck by the 
great similarity of character and views of both revolutionary 
leaders, De Leon believed hterally in every word Marx had written. 
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views were, since 1903, springing up amongst socialist trade uniom 
leaders of the Marxist type and led in 1905 to the formation of 
the Industrial Workers of the World (I W.W.), which declared 
itself to be guided by the following principles : 

“ (i) There can be no peace so long as hunger and want are 
found among millions of working people, and the few who make 
up the emplopng class have all the good things of life ; (2) the 
working class and the employing class have nothing in common ; 
(3) between these two classes a struggle must go on until all the 
toilers come together on the political as well as on the industrial 
field and take and hold that which they produce by their labour 
through an economic organisation of the working class without 
afiiliation with any pohtical party.” 

Parliamentary politics were not altogether eliminated, but 
were made strictly subservient to the economic action of Labour. 
Later on party politics were dropped and the LW W. turned 
anti-parhamentanan, since parliamentary action involved Labour 
in compromise with the political parties of the emplo5dng 
class. The leaders of the I W.W. further argued that the 
economic organisation of Labour into multitudinous trade unions 
was obsolete, for the trade union origmated in the relatively 
simple and individualist conditions of manufacture, whereas at 
the present day manufacture was developmg on a vast scale and 
was based on national and international combines. The modern 
form of manufacture required not trade unions but industrial 
unions — ^Labour organisations as vast and combined as capitalist 
industry itself. The miners and all the workpeople employed 
about the mines, be they engineers, firemen, or general labourers, 
should form one comprehensive mining union ; the transport 
workers one single transportation union, mstead of being split 
up and scattered m hundreds of local, district and trade societies, 
with their multifarious offices, officials, and consequent waste of 
energy and money, leading to inefficiency and failure. Concentra- 

He held the matenahst conception of history, the class war, and 
even the iron law of wages to need as httle defence as the multiphca- 
tion table His capacity for work and his devotion to the cause 
won him the admiration even of those who were opposed to him 
on the score of his flmt-like orthodoxy and his fanatic^ intolerance. 
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tion of the organised forces of Labour had become an urgent 
necessity, should the working class be able to face the combined 
forces of Capital. The e^ctension of the local and district strikes 
to the general strike is but a corollary of the proposed new form 
of industrial organisation, or Industrial Unionism. 

These views, propagated by the Socialist Labour Party in 
Scotland, gradually penetrated to the more mtelhgent or more 
alert members of the British trade muons and added to the 
fermentation which was dealt with in the foregoing section. The 
first symptoms of the operation of the new spint manifested 
themselves in the rebellion of many trade unionists against their 
officials ; from 1908 onwards it became a difficult matter for the 
officials of many trade unions to obtain from their members the 
ratification of agreements and settlements entered into by them 
with the employers. The British workman, generally loyal, 
began to refuse to follow his leader. It was partly under these 
influences that the formation of the Plebs League at Ruskin 
College took place. The League formed a section of the Indus- 
trial Workers of the WorldA 

The ideas of Industrial Unionism streamii^ from America 
through Scotland mto England were supplemented and 
strengthened by the current of syndicalism commg from France. 
After the excitement of the Dre5rfus affiair and the disappomtment 
with the socialist Minister Millerand, some of the Marxists and 
anarchists coalesced and turned the French syndicats or trade 
unions into the revolutionary Confidiratwn Gentrale du TravatL^ 
French syndicalism has been more theoretical and philosophical 
than American Industrial Unionism, butm essence both of them 
represent the same revolt agaii^t socialist and Labour parliamen- 
tarism and official-ridden and petty trade unionism. 

^ The Preamble of the published by the Socialist Labour 

Party, Edinburgh ; Industrial Unionism, by G. Harvey, Edinburgh : 
Pavid Evans, Labour Strife tn the South Wales Coalfields^ Cardiff, 
1911; English Review, March, 1912 (R. Kenney, **The Brains 
behind the Labour Revolt '' ). 

2 An account of the rise of French Syndicalism is given by G D H. 
Cole in his Self-Government in Industry, 3rd edition, pp, 303-321, 
London, 19x7- 
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The French influence was brought to bear on the British 
Labour movement by Tom Mann, a staunch trade unionist and 
socialist, with a golden heart and mercurial bram He is one of 
the best known figures and most effective speakers in the Inter- 
national Labour movement. In the oratorical tournament which 
took place at the International Socialist Congress in London, 
1896, and in which Jaures, Millerand, Bebel, and Hyndman 
participated, Tom Mann's intervention on behalf of the admis- 
sion of the anarchist delegates made a deep impression. Like 
most of the British socialist leaders, Mann was stimulated by 
Henry George's propaganda tour m the Umted Kmgdom in 1882 
and 1884, and soon became one of the mam forces of Bntish 
trade uniomsm, and together with John Bums organised the 
London strikes m 1887-1889. He jomed the S.D F., afterwards 
the I.L P., whose general secretary he was from 1895 to 1898. 
Disheartened by the slow progress of the social revolution m 
Great Britain, he left for Australia, where he was active in the 
Labour movement until 1910, when he returned to his native 
country, and in order to study the French syndicalist apphcation 
of Marxist theories to trade union stnfe, he, in June, 1910, 
went to Paris. He *'was much impressed with the attitude 
of the revolutionary comrades in France, who had been able 
to accomplish a magnificent work by permeatmg the unions 
and formmg the C.G.T." ^ The journey to Pans was, how- 
ever, by no means the hegira of Mann. Unknown to himself, 
he had imbibed in Australia the spirit of the American I.W.W. 
His studies among the French workmen were but the finishing 
touches to his conversion. After his return from Pans he 
at once set to work to permeate the Bntish trade umons, which, 
as Mann admits, for some five or six years previously had 
earned on '' an agitation for the closer combination of the 
unions and for the adoption of different tactics." With the 
assistance of Guy Bowman, a socialist journalist who knows the 
French language, he edited, from July, 1910, to June, 1911, a 
monthly senes of syndicahst booklets, entitled the Industrial 
Syndicalist^ in which the need and means for better organisation 
^Tom Mann, From Stn^le Tax to Syndicalism, 1913, p. 64. 
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were outlined. Some of them are ably and effectively wntten, 
and all of them had a good circulation. On November 26, 1910, 
a conference of S3mdicahsts took place in Manchester, which was 
attended by some two hundred delegates representmg sixty 
thousand workers. As a result of this conference the Industrie 
Syndicalist Educational League was formed, under whose 
auspices the monthly paper Syndicalist was edited from the 
beginning of 1912 to the middle of 1914. Apart from these 
monthly booklets, the best of which was the Miners* Next Step, 
there appeared from time to time special periodicals hke The 
Syndicalist Railwayman, The Transport Worker, and fiy-sheets to 
the miners. The mam idea of all those publications and activities 
was the class struggle as expressed through direct action and the 
general strike. Parhamentarism should not be altogether aban- 
doned, but made subservient to economic action, or the " best 
Enghsh Club should be transformed into the best platform for 
revolutionary agitation Behind the Labour politician should 
always stand the revolutionary trade unionist and dictate his 
attitude in the House of Commons, since the politician was apt 
to forget the class character of the State and to talk of the 
General Will, where in reality there was but the special mterest 
of the capitalist class The utmost such a politician or old trade 
union leader could look for, was State socialism, which really 
signified State capitahsm, while the revolutionary trade unionist 
was always conscious of the fact that Government was but the 
executive of the possessing classes, and that the emancipation of 
Labour could only be effected by the working class themselves, 
by their own ceaseless fighting on the economic battlefield. 
Nationahsation and municipalisation could not release the 
proletariate from the grip of the capitahsts and their Government 
tools. Hence, instead of State sodahsm, the proletariate must 
work for the control and administration of the means of produc- 
tion by and for Labour. 

Meanwhile, other and fax abler champions of revolutionary 
sociahsm entered the pohtical arena. The New Age, a weekly 
review, founded in 1907 by members of the Fabian Society, 
and edited with great literary ability and intellectual freedom 
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by A, R. Orage, was transformed into a centre of educated 
revolutionary criticism ; its weekly notes on current political and 
Labour affairs, though often one-sided because written in the 
midst of battle and with the view of provoking thought and con- 
troversy, formed a running commentary on contemporary British 
history. But a still more ambitious journalistic venture was 
undertaken by the publication of the Dmly Herald (April, Tgiz, 
suspended on account of the war m September, 1914), which 
from the beginnmg of its career formed a platform for aU heterodox 
opinions and rebellious minds. It was a thorn in the side of the 
labour Party and a fearless critic of Liberalism It often 
mistook the mob for the people and vulgarity for vigour; 
but it atoned for these errors of judgment by a profoundly 
spiritual attitude towards the Labour and socialist problems. 
The Daily Herald contamed some of the basest epithets in the 
English language, but also some of the noblest aspirations of the 
human mind. During the war The Herald appeared as a weekly 
and was one of the best trade union papers ; its writers on this 
subject were G. D H Cole and W. Mellor. At the beginning of 
1919 The Herald reappeared in its old form as a daily, under the 
editorship of George Lansbury 

These movements against the existing social order and against 
Parliamentansm and political democracy were indirectly streng- 
thened by Hilaire Belloc and Cecil Chesterton, whose literary 
activities bore the same relation to the British ferment as those 
of Bruneti^e, Faguet, Maurras, and Ch^radame to the French 
syndicalist philosophy of Sorel and Lagardelle. The years from 
1909 to 1913 witnessed in France a ventable torrent of mvective 
against democracy. Nationahsts, chauvinists, and revolutionary 
syndicalists vied with each other to represent democracy as a 
sink of corruption and imbecility, as a confederation of free- 
masons, Jews, Protestants, and aliens, whose main purpose 
was to rum France or to seU her to Germany. French democracy 
was on its trial for life.^ Hilaire Belloc, with his French literary 

1 Those who desire to Zeam something of the French anti-demo- 
cratio literature prior to the war will obtam much information from 
Georges Guy-Grand, Le Proei9 de la pfmQQratie, Pans, 1911 (Colin), 
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training, transferred those Parisian creations to London and 
found a fervent coadjutor in Cecil Chesterton, who, after having 
been successively an admirer of Sidney Webb and H. M. Hynd- 
man, embraced Roman Cathohcism and joined Belloc in his 
crusade against British democracy. Their pamphlets. The Party 
System and The Servile State, as well as their journalism in The 
New Witness, strengthened the hands of the Bntish syndicalists 
in their assault on political democracy and added much turbid 
matter to the social ferment of the years 1911-1913. 

4.— THE MASS STRIKE MOVEMENTS 
The most striking effect of all those various factors was the 
Labour unrest, which found expression in the rapid growth of 
trade unionism and the national strikes. The aggregate member- 
ship of the British trade unions, which in 1899 was 1,861,000, and 
2,369,000 in 1909, amounted in 1920 to over six millions » The 
trade union statistics of the last twenty years may be summed up 
by saying that the years 1899-1905, when the Taff Vale decision 
was paralysing trade union activities, were a period of stagnation 
or decline ; the years 1906-1910, when parliamentary action cul- 
minated, formed a period of slight revival ; and the years since 
1910, with their increasingly syndicahst character, have been 
marked by a growth which is, m a comparative sense, extra- 
ordinary. Moreover, the tendency has manifestly been towards 
larger and fewer societies, or towards the combination of smaller 
societies into larger and better managed trade organisations. 
Labour has been marshalling its forces and imbuing them with a 
spirit of solidarity and battle : — 


TRADE DISPUTES 


Year. 


No of workpeojple 
directly involved 

A^regate duratacm 
m Working days. 

1907 


100,728 

1,878,679 

1908 


, . 223.969 

10,632,638 

1909 


.. 170,258 

, . 2,560,425 

1910 


385.0S5 

9,545,531 

1911 


831,104 

. • 7.620,367 

1912 


. . 1,233,016 

. . 38,142,101 


In the first three years of the war (1914-1916) the strike move- 
ment abated, but in 1917 it revived, the number of workpeople 
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involved amounted to 821,000, and the aggregate number of 
stnke days amounted to 5,514,000 Some of these stakes bore 
a social revolutionary character, to which we shall refer in a 
later chapter. 

The years 1911-1913 will ever be memorable m the annals of 
Bntish Labour, The United Kingdom witnessed for the first 
time a class war in which all its component parts were involved. 
Enghsh, Welsh, and Scottish mmers, Enghsh railwaymen and 
Irish transport workers were jommg hands across the borders 
and seas. Robert Smillie, Tom Mann, James Larkin, and 
James Connolly, all bom fighters, marshalled and led the new 
forces in battle array. Nothmg hke it had ever happened before ; 
neither in comprehensiveness nor m numbers had that Labour 
upheaval any parallel in Bntish social history. A companson 
of this strike movement with that of the years 1839-42 exhibits 
in an unmistakably manner the enormous advance British 
Labour has made in organising and executive capacity. 

The upheaval of 1911-1913, though apparently defeated, 
profoundly affected Bntish social and political history. The 
Insh transport stnke disclosed the misery of the Dublin pro- 
letanate, but also their dour determmation and revolutionary 
fervour. The manifestoes of Larkm and Connolly were distin- 
guished by a high spint of Labour sohdanty and socialist self- 
sacnfice. They laid the foundation of that remarkable coalition 
between revolutionary Labour and nationalist Sinn-Fein, as well 
as of the “ Citizen Army,*’ both of whom played their part m 
the Insh Easter tragedy of 1916. Connolly, the author of 
Labour in Insh History, fell in the insurrection.^ 

Another effect, likewise pregnant with social revolutionary 
portents, was the formation, m Apnl, 1914, of the Triple Indus- 
trial Alliance of miners, railwaymen, and transport workers, with 
an aggregate membership of 1,500,000. Moreover, Robert 
Smillie, President of the Miners* Federation of Great Bntain and 
the brain of the Alhance, expressed the opinion that, while the 
scheme at the moment was not mtended to include more than the 

^ Concerning Connolly^s views on Socialism and Labour, compare 
S. and B Webb, History of Trade Unionism, 1920, pp, 655-657. 
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three trades referred to, it may well be found advisable later 
on to extend the scope of the AUiance in the general interests of 
Labour as a whole ” ^ The miners, formmg the main strength 
of the industnal alliance, have been agitatmg for the nationalisa- 
tion of the nunmg industry, and have tried to educate public 
opinion to the necessity of such a measure. One of the most 
stnkmg means used for that purpose was the Coal Commission 
which, under the menace of a general strike, was held in London 
in the spnng, 1919, under the chairmanship of Justice Sankey. 
The representation of Labour on this Commission was remark- 
able, having embodied the coalition of hand and brain workers, 
viz. Robert Smilhe, Herbert Smith, and Frank Hodges (miners). 
Sir Leo Money, R. H. Tawney, and Sidney Webb. The 
evidence and the discussion ranged from wages, profits, and 
hours of work to the origin of property, land nationalisation, and 
Marxism. It was a landmark in social development. The 
Sankey Report was a victory for Labouf. The first Report, 
signed by Mr. Justice Sankey and three business men, declared 
that even upon the evidence already given, the present system 
of ownership and working in the coal industry stands condemned, 
and some other system must be substituted for it, dther 
nationalisation or a method of unification by national purchase 
and (or) by joint control.'' ^ 

Nationalisation has become a burning question. We shall sec 
in one of the next chapters the meaning of it. 

5.^ — RISE OF GUILD SOCIALISM 

Notable attempts at mterpreting and guiding the Labour 
ferment were made in the pages of the Nm Ag& (1907-1914) by 
Arthur J* Penty, S. G. Hobson, and G. D. H. Cole, resulting in the 
creation of a socialist Guild movement. Penty, a thoughtful 
medisevahst and Christian social writer of outstandmg ability, 
must be regarded as the pioneer of the modem Guild idea, but it 
was Hobson and Cole® who adapted it to current socialist phil- 
osophy. Cole sees in the new Labour movement the inchoate 

^ Robert Smilhe, Labour Year Booh, 1916, p 103-04. 

* R. Page Arnot, Facts from the Coal Commtsston, 1919. 
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expression of the desire of the more intelligent and alert work- 
men for the control of production He argues that socialist 
and Labour parties and collectivist schools had been regarding 
the social problem first and foremost as a problem of distribu- 
tion of the division of the national income. A more equit- 
able distribution in the interest of Labour bemg impossible 
unaer the capitalist system of economics, the socialists and 
advanced Labour leaders proposed the transfer of the means of 
production from the private capitalist to the State^ National* 
isation of the monopolies was their policy. They looked forward 
to an impartial State, controlling and organising industry, 
securing for the worker an adequate share in the wealth he 
produces, laying charges on industry for the benefit of the weak 
and incapable, and in other respects carrying on production 
much as it is carried on now, with a State Department in place of 
a limited company or combine and a bureaucrat in place of a 
managing director. «On the other hand, syndicalism claimed 
for the worker not merely higher wages, but also something which 
it termed "'control of industry.'' It demanded that men be 
regarded not as citizens and consumers only, but primarily as 
producers, that their work be recognised as the central fact of 
their lives. This tendency manifested itself even in the older 
trade unions, for whilst wages were still the dominant question 
of disputes with employers, another set of disputes was coming 
to the front which concerned conditions of labour, limitation of 
hours, employment of non-unionists — questions, in short, which 
touch the process of production or what had long been regarded 
as the exclusive sphere of the master class. This tendency 
towards transforming the trade union from a wage-bargainmg 
into an organic unit of production should be developed and 
brought to maturity. From this point of view the trade unions 
represented the germs of the future organisation of industry. The 
trade union should do for modern industry what the guild did 
for the mediaeval arts and crafts. Collectivism would form an 
industrial bureaucracy ; syndicali m — an industrial democracy. 
Pending the consummation of this supreme end and aim, he 
workers, if they desired an improvement of their condition. 
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should co-ordinate their forces, organise on the basis of industrial 
unionism, and use the weapon of the strike, since political action 
could achieve httle, if anythmg at all. The Liberal reforms in 
the years from 1906 onwards, for all the praise bestowed on them 
by politicians, had done practically nothing to raise the condition 
of Labour. The strike period from 1911 to 1913 had raised 
wages, improved the conditions of labour, and increased the 
respect for the orgamsed working class far beyond any so-called 
social reform legislation could have done. Wheie the strike 
failed it was due to the obsolete form of trade union orgamsation. 
The day of the small union had passed. Large industry must 
be confronted with greater unionism. The small trade union 
was wasteful. Labour parliamentarism,, as at present consti- 
tuted, was a costly delusion 

While Cole devotes much space to a review of Labour in France, 
America, and Germany with a view to tracing ihe new tendencies, 
the author of National Gutlds deals exclusively with Labour 
and economic conditions in Great Britain. Its author and 
editor have drunk deep from the source of Marxism and. have 
acquired method and system, which give to their work a logical 
sequence and unity not often to be found in English wiitmgs. 
The book must be r^arded as one of the most important docu- 
ments of the Labour unrest- which dominated British home 
affairs in the years 1908 to 1913 Its critical apparatus is 
grounded on the syndicalist form of Marxism, and it is followed 
up with that relentless logical force which characterises the 
writings of Karl Marx. Its positive contribution contains 
several British elements— 4 t envisages the nation rather than 
a class and it prints an outline of the practical applica- 
tion of syndicalist ideas to British economic life. Its mam 
ideas, negative and positive, contained in National Guilds 
and in the New Age, 1912-3, may be summansed as 
follows : — 

For three generations British Labour had been engaged in a 
straggle for emancipation, but it had never grasped the Ml 
meaning of its object. It had not realised that emancipation 
meant the rescue from oppressed or evil living and the inaugura- 
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tion of a healthy way of life. The foundation of social life was 
labour. Hence it followed that if the conditions that governed 
labour were evil the whole way of life must needs be evil, and that 
the real emancipation consisted in replacing those conditions by 
a new scheme of labour. The conditions that had been governmg 
labour formed the wage system or wagery, which was one of the 
species of the genus slavery. A struggle for emancipation must 
therefore aim at the abolition of the wage system. Instead of 
which the working men frittered away their energies on a struggle 
for higher wages and for the improvement of the wage system 
of labour. Even the socialists, whether as members of the Social 
Democratic Federation or of the Fabian Society or of Independent 
Labour Party, had never fought consistently against the wage 
system Some of them even went so far as to deprecate the 
economic action of Labour and to seek salvation in Parliament — 
political power should lead to economic power — ^utteily oblivious 
of the most salient lesson of history that economics precede 
politics. The grand experiment in Parliamentary Labourism 
had been made in the last ten years. In the first flush of satis- 
faction that followed the general election of 1906, and in conse- 
quence of the marked respect paid to the Labour Party at that 
time, a great number of workmen seriously beheved that emanci- 
pation was nigh. In the first two sessions of Parliament the 
Labour representatives were treated with exceptional deference ; 
in the third session a change manifested itself — the sentiments 
of the House were distinctly hardening against the Labour Party, 
and since 1910 they had been practically ignored. The Labour 
movement outside Parliament had become a much more serious 
factor than inside. What was the meaning of this transforma- 
tion ? 

In the years from 1900 to 1910, or during the first decade of the 
history of the Labour Party, m spite of all so-called social reforms 
and Labour victories on the parhamentary field, profit, interest, 
rent, cost of living were rising and real wages were falhng, and 
even the rate of the increase of nominal wages fell far short of that 
of profits. According to the report of the Board of Trade, 1913, 
giving particulars of rents, retail prices, and wages in 1905 and 
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1912, prices advanced 13.7 per cent., wages between 2 and 5.5 
per cent., while the capitahsts increased their income by 22.5 
per cent, per annum. This was a period of Labour triumphs in 
Parliament, a period of Liberal social reform which was claimed 
by its authors to be unprecedented in the annals of legislation. 

The contrast between pohtical triumphs and real failure, with 
its immediate consequence in the total echpse of the Labour 
Party in Parliament, had not taken the syndicalist or guild 


socialist unawares, for he knew beforehand that P arliamen t 
al wa^ respon^d to economic power and ^ignored economic 

fimF'acquire econ omic strength in factory, mine, and fie ld. 
Those wEo~owned and controlled the source of wealth com- 


manded also the labour which produced the wealth, and in 
commandmg labour they controlled the foundation of society and 
its pohtical superstructure. Labour could never acqmre any 
power^ if^j^lgft This s^tem oT 

remuneratmg labour was the most potent factor in the upholdpig 
of capitalist domination. Wages were not the eqiuvalent of the 
produce of labour ; they were not paid to workmen as human 
beings who contributed their quota to the welfare of society, but 
for the purpose of being able to subsist while the employer 
exploited their inherent force of labour, just as he exploited a 
mme, a field, or a river, regardless of the fact that labour 
possessed the particular quahty of vitalising the materials 
offered by nature to man, rendering them capable of being 
assimilated by the social body and thus eiihancing their value 
and multiplying wealth. Labour was being bought for a sub- 
sistence wage, while all the wealth produced by it went to the 
employer, so that ome-half of the national mcome was swallowed 
up by one-fifth of the population. And it was in wealth, m 
property, that economic power, and with it all pohtical and 
social power, resided How, then, could a Parliamentary 
Labour Party, which failed to assail the wage system, acquire 
power ? Manifestedly, it could not 
There was only one way to destroy the wage S5^tem, and that 
was the det^rmm^ra of the workman never to sell t^ir labour 
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for wages. Let the workmen stop spending money on political 
action and on strikes that aimed merely at mitigating the evils 
of capitalism ; they should spend it on a great effort to organise 
themselves as completely as possible and to acquire a monopoly 
of labour. Trade uniomsm^and manual and mental labour 
should be co-extensive. There would thenT)e"15h one^side the 
army of workSsTn complete possession of living, value-creating 
labour ; on the other, the capitalist class possessing the dead 
machinery of production. Such a situation would lead to a 
deadlock and to a long and arduous struggle, in which the 
majority, well organised, skilfully led, and completely united, 
would finally be victorious. The owners of the dead means of 
PI'oducti on wou ld jymld them uplo the^Stat e for ^a^compen sati on 
Iconsistmg of a reasonable annuity for t wo genemtjpn^^he 
StateT^s trusfeiTIdrTKe^whole community, would then lease the 
m^iis 6Tprodu(^^^^^ guilds, about fifteen^in 

ntimEerJ covering tEe vast majority of manual and brain ^yoiters. 
T^^^^^ould^ produce, administers,, and exchange their products, 
referring all difficulties and questions to a "^neral committee of 
the' federated guilds, elected by the annuaf congress of ,ihe 
guild s. The nuclei of such guilds already existed — the trad e 
unions. They needed but to eonc^trate^IhOT on (a) 

the orgamsation^of^ work intudustriaTimi^^ a means 

i ’j^) ‘of 

syste^ andJh£ve|Jjj:^^ In ,the gtate,^ m 

Before proceeding further with the elaboration of the theories 
of Guild Socialism, it may be useful to define the nature of a 
National Guild. This is a combination of all the labour of 
every kind, administrative, executive, and "^iroductive, in any 
particular industry. It includes those who work with thdr 
brains and those who contribute labour power. Administrators, 
chemists, skilled and unskilled labour — everybody who can work 
— ^all are entitled to membership. Numerically considered, the 
trade unions must form the bases of these National Guilds ; but 
^ they, in their turn, must merge into the greater body*" ^ 

1 S. G. Hobson, Guild Principl&s in War and Peace, 1908, p 26-7. 
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The theory of guild socialism gained much strength from 
Cole's new book, Self-Government m Industry (1917), which 
presents an advance on his first book, but also savours of 
Utopia, as may be gathered from its miUeimial outlook referred 
to at the end of this chapter His World of Labour appears to 
have been a sort of reconnaissance anterior to a general 
assault on State socialism. His Self-Government tn Industry^ 
in the chapters dealing with the nature of the State, con- 
tains quite original, though fragmentary, views, a full 
development of which may, at the first blush, make the 
State of the Social Democrat or Fabian appear quite an 
obsolete affair. 

Differing from the Marxists who hold that the State is but the 
Executive of the ruhng class and that with the overthrow of 
capitalism the State will disappear, and unlike the Anarchists 
who, in consonance with the philosophy of the law of nature, 
thmk the State as such to be the root of evil, Cole defines the 
State as the pohtical and gover nmental institution of the c itizens 
as Wnsuinef^ Yte '^omSoim 

fTcii is tHe State, consists of a certain number of individuals, 
inhabiting a certain geographical area ; they are, territorially, 
neighbours to one another, who desire to use and to enjoy all 
those things that afiect them in an equal way as consumers ; the 
State h^ to see to it that they shcnild be able to satisfy that 
desire. In municipal life the view of the citizen as a consumer 
and the rdle of the local government umt as the communal 
representative of the inhabitants as consumers, are quite evident. 
The case, ^|ues. Cole, is the same with the national State. 
Parliament, in so f^ as it is democratic, represents men as users 
or enjoyers in common, this time on a national instead of a local 
basis (pp, 71-8). If, then, the State is a sort of an association 
of the citizens as consumers only, the proper fimction of which 
is to safeguard their interests, it can have neither the qualifica- 
tion nor &e powers for dealing with the interests of the citizens 
as producers or as believers. ** The State," declares Cole, " Is 
not equally qualified in those matters which a:fiect mw difi^- 
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ently according as they are miners or railwaymen. Catholics or 
Protestants/' (p. 79). The question naturally arises: Why 
should the State be qualified to deal with consumers and not 
with producers? The answer to this pertinent question, if I 
understand the author aright, is, that the citizens as consumers 
have identical interests ; they aH desire to pursue, without 
disturbance, their business, to use the means of locomotion, to 
exchange their services and products, to enjoy the opportunities 
for worship or entertainments, to satisfy their bodily and mental 
needs ; on the other hand, the citizens as producers or adherents 
of religious behefs have by no means identical interests, 
therefore they cannot have the same organisation or the same 
machinery for regulating their affairs ; as a matter of fact, the 
citizens as producers are divided into various and diverse groups 
and have or may have each their own associations, specially 
qualified to deal with their respective interests. The State thus 
appears to be really one of the many organisations of the com- 
munity ; it may be the most extensive, but on no account the 
supreme one And since economic power controls politics, and 
the State is a pohtical association, it follows that the State may 
even be regarded as subordmate to the associations of production. 
At any rate, the State is not the supreme institution of society. 
If it is not supreme, ** the theory of State sovereignty falls to the 
ground/' The nation, as we see, resolves itself into a certain 
number of autonomous associations, with their own rights and 
powers, owing allegiance to nobody but their own members. 
'' In all this diversity of human association, the State can claim 
an important place, but not a solitary grandeur " (pp 80-3) 
Cole's reasomngs on the subject are challenging and suggestive. 
His point of departure is evidently the Liberal and'Nonconformist 
view of the State as the big policeman, as Lassalle might have 
said.. Its main duty is a negative one — ^to prevent disturbances 
and disorders. But, while Liberalism, as the philosophy of the 
capitalist middle classes, acknowledges State sovereignty in 
order to have a powerful stick to keep the exploited classes 
down, Cole, as the advocate of Labour, attempts to divest the 
State of its sovereignty, thus reopening the old and ever new 



RISE OF GUILD SOCIALISM 


371 


controversy between State and Church, State and manor, State 
and individual, but no more for the purpose of ^judging supre- 
macy to the one or the other. He is rather stnving to put aH 
national associations on a footing of equality or to obtain for 
the National Guild the same rights and powers of which the 
State has been deemed the only repository. It is a revolutionary 
theory, and it is catching, too. 

Let us now try to apply this theory to the practical problems 
with which Great Bntain has to deal. Stripped of the phraseo- 
logy of the various Socialist schools, the problem is : How is the 
economic life of the nation to be arranged, so as to produce an 
abundance of wealth, social peace, and freedom for all ? 

With the social reformer the Guild Socialists toII .have no 
parley, since all his measures are rendered nugatory by tiie 
economic power of the capitalist class To the Collectivist or 
State Socialist, the Guildsman will point out that the function 
of the State is not production, but consumption. And the 
Syndicalist, whn ivnrirs for4h e- !yHprQmnny . o 
iJl matters^ is dismissed bv them with the remar k that the 
purely industnal sovereign is no advance on a pur3y*po E^al 

is the solution ? 

The nation, which, for the purpose of the revolutionary 
str uggle, has b^Q'15vi3e^ln& - 

Labour, will now, with a vi ew to reconstr ucti on, divide mt o pro- 
ducers and consume r, having each their p ro per national a^ oaa- 
t ^h; T h ^ Sthte^should ^^ of u^duc^ 

Gtdld shouMcSaSoTtfie TO of production. T he foim^ is to 
tegal^rilEe pnc&"ol CO take charge of 

the inter^ts of the consumers so as to prevent the producers 
from exploitmg the community or dictate to it what it shall 
consume, St ate a nd Guild will form a pairtnership of equal s, 
“ not the revocable concession ot a Denignaht and superior State, 
and, to make it real, the Guilds must be in a position to bargain 
on equal terms with the State. The conditions upon which the 
producers consent to serve and the community to accept their 
service, must be det&mined by negotiation between the Guild 
and the State, The Guild must preserve the right and the 
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economic resource to withdraw its labour ; the State must rely, 
to check unjuss^ demands, on its equal voice in the decision of 
pomts of difference, and on the organised opinion of the com- 
munity as a whole"' (pp. log-iio, 86-7). case of .. copgiQ t 
bet;EiS^iL^two*asso<^ 
sanction^ to "some* bod3rcm:^*wfeich-dL4^ 
activities are represented " (p. 

of powers imphes the jsi^lhlishnawUof^^ — 



other 

r(pp. 97-8). 

'TSe'^ocess of production, based on complete self-government 
of the Guild and thus freed from private and State oppression, 
will henceforth go on without friction and will yield abundant 
wealth. Social peace will reign, for, the capitalist class and State 
bureaucracy being abolished, there can be no antagonism of 
classes or accumulation of dissatisfaction. And these two facts 
combined wiU give the producers freedom at work and at leisure, 
freedom for self-expression in their handiwork, and instead of the 
deadenmg machine drudgery of the wage-slave for the capitalist, 
there vnll be the joyful creation of beautiful things by free men 
fcr the use of the whc^e community.^ 


ANB CONTROL OF INDUSTRY. 


The first outcome of the social revolutionary ferment has been 
the demand of organised Labour for the control of industry 
combined with nationalisation. This demand represents a com- 
promise between social democracy and S3mdicahsm. It is a 
British product. It began to make itself noticeable during the 
last war and has been growing m volume and importance. What 


^ Cf, A R. Orage, An Alphabet ofEponomtcs {T F. Unwin, London), 
Cole and Mellor, The Meaning of National Guilds ^ Allen & Unwm, 
London , A. J Penty, Old Worlds for New , Id. Guilds and the 
Social Crisis National Gui'ds League Leaflets, A Catechism of 
National Guilds; Id. A Short Statement *of the Principles of the 
N.G.L. ; RecHtt and Bechhofer, The Meaning of National Guilds, 
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this demand signifies and how far it has modified the older 
socialist thought, we shall see presently. 

Since the revival of socialism m 1880 till about 1909, the mam 
object and the final goal of all sociahst propaganda was national- 
isation of the land and the other means of production. This 
demand was put forward in general terms, few sociahsts having 
taken the trouble to define the term nationalisation and its 
practice. While there was, as a matter of course, a general 
consensus of opinion that the means of production should be 
owned by the State as the representative of the nation, socialists, 
with few exceptions, were not clear or differed on the question 
as to who should orgamse and conduct the process of production. 

The first trace of this demand, nothin the form* of a Utopia, but 
as a practical proposition, is to be found in the revolutionary 
ferment of 1649, when Peter Chamberlen called for the national- 
isation of certain landed properties and mines. The meaning of 
nationahsation was at that time quite clear ; it was in con- 
formity with the principle of the Elizabethan poor law. The 
Commonwealth was asked to manage, through its ofi&cials, the 
nationahsed properties and unearned increments in the interest 
of the labounng poor, and should assume the duties which 
employers performed.^ The authority of the State was still 
imshaken. It was the leviathan. The next advocate of 
nationahsation was Charles Hall, who demanded that the State 
should be the only legitimate owner of the land and should 
divide it in equal shares among the faxmmg population or the 
overwhelming majority of the nation. HaH, however, does not 
appear to have favoured State management ; he but desired that 
the rents should be paid to the State.^ The same remarks apply 
to Bronterre O'Brien's nationalisation programme, which was 
based on the plan of buymg out the landlords and settling the 
land with farmers who would pay their rents to the State, which, 
resting on manhood suffrage, would form a Democracy.® 

From 1882 onwards, the term Nationalisation came into 

1 See supra, Part I., p 72-73 ® See supra, Part II„ p. 130. 

® See supra. Part III., p. 20, cf, Bronterre O’Bnen, Rise of Human 
Slavery, 1885, pp. 118, 128. 

IZ 
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popular use. In that year, Alfred Russel Wallace pubhshed his 
treatise Nahonalisation of the Land^ and H. M. Hyndman re- 
pubhshed Spence’s Newcastle lecture and gave it the title 
Nationahsakon of the Land, although Spence would have de- 
murred to it, since he desired to see the communes the owners of 
the land, and not the State. Wallace distinctly declared that he 
only desired to see the State as landlord, but not as manager of. 
agnculture ^ Hyndman and his organisations, the Democratic 
Federation and the Social Democratic Federation, were evidently 
not clear as to the meaning and scope of nationalisation. In 
their various programmes, pubhshed between i88i and 1885, 
nationalisation was used both in the meaning of State ownership 
and management as well as ownership only. The S.D F. pro- 
gramme used also the term Sociahsation,” meaning, however, 

control by a Democratic State.” Indeed, the Social Demo- 
cratic knew no difference between nationalisation and socialisa- 
tion^ The clearest definition of nationalisation was given by 
the Fabian Society, who declared that socialism means the 
organisation and conduct of the necessary industries of the 
country . . . by the nation as a whole, through the most suitable 
public authorities, parochial, municipal, provmcial, or central.” ® 
The Independent Labour Party and the Labour Party, in matters 

theory, were dependent either on the Fabian Society or the 
writings of J. Ramsay Mact)onald, who, as we have seen, were 
StatesocWists. Control of industry by Labour was not thought 
of. The coiltrol of the Democratic State and municipality by 
the voters was believed to constitute an adequate safeguard 
against oppressive measures on the part of the managing 
authonties. 

The agitation of revolutionary trade unionists and adherents 
of direct action, as well as the propaganda of the guild socialists 
and the activities of the Webbs since about 1910, have changed 
the concept of nationalisation and the tenets of State socialism 
The demand for the control of industry by the workers them- 

1 See supra, p 268 2 See supra, p. 285. 

* Fabian Society, Report to the International Socialist Congress, 
London, 1896. 
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selves, through shop committees and industrial councils, has been 
rapidly popularised Nationalisation and State socialism have 
come to be regarded as another, and by no means better form 
of capitalism, unless combined with joint control of industry 
by organised Labour, “ both in relation to workshop manage- 
ment and the question of discipline/' ^ The last war, which 
strengthened the revolutionary movements all over the world, 
contnbuted a great deal to the rapid popularisation of the 
demand for the control of industry. The shop steward movement 
is partly the expression of this demand. The Clyde strike in 
February, 1915, was the first manifestation of the new spirit. 
The strike committee turned mto a workers' committee, and this 
model was imitated in other industrial towns t workers' com- 
mittees and shop steward committees took the place of the old 
trade union executives and formed the centres of the extensive 
stnke movements m 1917. The Clyde strikers, the pioneers of 
the new economic organisation of the proletariate, were largely 
under the influence of the leaders of the Socialist Labour Party, 
who, as it has been shown on the preceding pages, are adherents 
of revolutionary trade umonism or of the primacy of econcanic 
action.^ 

The importance of the new demand is shown by the partial 
and reluctant recognition it found in the Whitley Report 
upon Works Committees (Cd, 9001) and the Garton Foundation 
Memorandum on the Industrial Situation after the War.^ The 
Whitley Report recommended the co-operation of employers and 
employed in certain workshop matters, and the Garton Memoran- 
dum proposed the establishment of jomt boards composed of 
represahtalives of th© mployers^ associations and the trade 

^ G D H. Cole, IntroducHon to Trade TJ monism, p. 99. 

2 Cf J. T. Mtirphy, A Workers* Committee, Sheffield, 1918 , William 
Paul, The State, 1919 , both, authors are promment writers of the 
SLP 

* For a socialist criticism of the Whitley Report see J T. Murphy, 
Compromise or Independence ^ Sheffield, 1918 ; Labour Year Book, 
London, 1919, pp 253-256 On the Garton Memorandum see 
S G Hobson, Guild Principles in War and Peace, 1918, pp. '76^126 
(BeU & Sons). 
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unions. But, while the authors of those reports, having had 
mainly in view the reconstruction of the economic life after the 
war, may have regarded their proposals as an industrial expedi- 
ency rather than a new social principle, the Trades' Union Con- 
gresses since 1915 onwards have taken up the question of control 
in the sense of a forward move of Labour towards a higher con- 
ception of social justice. At the Bnstol T.U. Congress (1915), on 
the motion of the Post Office Associations, the following resolu- 
tion was carried unanimously . — This Congress expresses the 
opinion that nationalisation of pubhc services is not necessanly 
advantageous to the employed and the working classes unless 
accompanied by steadily increasing democratic control, both by 
the employed and the Parliamentary representatives of Labour," 
At the Birmingham T.U. Congress (1916), the chairman, Harry 
Goshng, in his opemng speech, inveighed against industrial 
autocracy and, in demanding for Labour a share in the manage- 
ment of the workshop, declared that industrial democracy was 
the only means to social peace. The same Congress called upon 
the Government to nationalise the railways and to grant to the 
trade unions concerned such a share m the management of the 
railway system as will enable the railway workers to have a real 
voice m the control of the conditions of their life and work" 
The National Umon of Railwaymen demanded, in 1917, that the 
.imtidnalised railways diall be jointly controlled and managed 
bj? the State and the railwaymen's representatives. A similar 
demand was put forward by llie Aimual Conference of the Mmers 
Federation in 1918, when the following resolution was carried : — 
'' The time has arrived in the history of the coal mining industry 
when it is clearly in the national interests to transfer the entire 
industry from private ownership and control to State ownership, 
with jomt control and administration by the workmen and the 
State." The Nationalisation of Mines and Minerals Bill, 1919, 
drafted by the Miners' Federation, was based on the same 
principle . the State and Labour as joint managers of the mining 
industry. Thus, the demand for nationalisation and control of 
industry has been the positive outcome of the turmoil of the last 
ten years. 



XIX 

LABOUR IN POLITICS 


I — ^ACHIEVEMENTS OF PARLIAMENTARY ACTION 

The economic action of Labour is the soil of revolutionary ideas ; 
it touches the elemental divergences of the classes in modem 
society ; it is apt to pit power against power ; it vibrates with 
the very life and its struggles for advance and renovation, and 
runs full tilt against traditional forms of thought and speech. 
In leaving its heated atmosphere for Parliamentary action, we 
soon find ourselves again connected with the chain of continuity 
and in the midst of peaceable discussions, in familiar terms, 
concerning improvement of conditions, removal of grievances, 
and introduction of reform measures. The contrast is striking. 
And we shall realise it presently. 

The reform measures of the Liberals (X906-1913), as expressed 
m the Trade Disputes Act, rgo6. Workmen's Compensation Act, 
1907, Old-Age Pension Act, 1908, Miners' Eight Hours Act, 1908, 
Trade Boards Act, 1909, National Insurance Act, 1911, Coal 
Mines Act, 1912, Parliament Act, 1912, and Trade Umon Act, 
1913, naturally weakened the mdependence of the Parhamentaxy 
Labour Party and exposed it to the criticism of the syndicalists 
and revolutionaiy socialists. The Party, composed of Labour- 
Liberals, social reformers, democrats, and sociahsts, could not 
help abandoning its opposition to a Liberal Government which 
year after year put some reform measure on the Statute Book. 
Although the various Acts mentioned above were sharply 
assailed by the revolutionary elements of the socialist Labour 
movement, many trade union leaders regarded them as bene- 
fiaal to the working class and would have disapproved of any 
senous opposition on the part of the Labour representatives in 
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Parliament. And it can hardly be doubted that the reforms 
enacted in the years from 1907 to 1913 resulted in an improve- 
ment of the condition of Labour. There are some statistical 
data on this point which may be quoted. Sir Hugh Bell, in a 
speech addressed to the shareholders of Bell Brothers (Limited), 
on Apnl 9, 1914, gave the following illustrations * — 

Going back twenty years to 1893, the Cleveland miners earned 
23s. 3d. per week and lost io| per cent, of their time. Ten years 
later the figures stood, earr^mgs 30s. id., time lost 13J per cent. 
In 1913, earnings 34s. 9d., time lost 16J per cent. 

“ With regard to the tons per man, the question is complicated 
by various circumstances. In the first place, the stone bemg more 
distant from the face and poorer in quality, and consequently 
reqmnng cleaning, involves the employment of a larger number 
of off-hand men m proportion to the actual number of mmers. 
On the other hand, very considerable improvements in minmg 
implements have taken place within the twenty years. Bearmg 
these facts in mind the following table is very significant and 


worthy of considejration : — 




Tons worked per actual A fall Tons worked per man of A fall 
miners employed of total number employed of 

Per cent Per cent 

1893 

. . 1,848 

— 912 

— 

1903 

. . 1,740 

5-84 793 

13-04 

1913 

1,516 

17 96 671 

26 42 


'' You wiU note that wages have gone up from 25s. 3d in 1893 to 
34s 9d. in 1913, or say upwards of 35 per cent., while the time 
lost has mcreased more than 50 per cent. — ^viz., from io|- per 
cent, to i6i per cent. ... In 1899 we were at the begmnmg'of 
that process of social reform (as it is called) which has 
made such remarkable progress in the fifteen years which 
have elapsed. From that year legislation for the advantage, 
not of the community generally, but of individuals in your 
employment, began to take great proportions. As instances of 
what I mean I may mention the Workmen's Compensation Act 
and the Insurance Act. In 1899 we paid £1,229 compensation, 
and there were no other items to compare with the other five 
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items I am going to mention. In 1913 we paid for workmen's 
compensation £7,566, and the figure still grows. In respect of 
workmen's msurance, comparatively a recent piece of legislation, 
the full extent of which we are only begmmng to feel, we paid 
5^3,836 ' In the way of mining Acts, the Eight Hours Act was 
passed in 1908, very much against the better judgment of the 
miners and mine-owners in the counties of Northumberland and 
Durham, and m spite of their strong representations to the 
contrary. It cost us last year £7,94^ The Rescue and Aid 
Act cost us £319. The Coal Mines Act of 1911 cost us £7,583, 
the Minimum Wage Act £3,130. These figures total £30,383 
Add to this £30,383 the increase in local rates amounting to 
£10,680 and you get upwards of £41,000 added to the cost of 
production. The figures are even more sinking if I reduce them 
to the ton of pig iron In 1899 the total of these amounts 
represented 6d. per ton on our make of pig iron and m 1913 2s 5d. 
per ton, a most serious change m the position of matters." ^ 

These and similar improvements which have resulted from the 
long series of Labour and Factory legislation enabled the working 
classes to build up formidable orgamsations, to form mdustrial 
alliances, and to conceive far-reaching plans for tlie future. 
Their whole standard of life, matenal, moral, and intellectual, 
has risen. Index numbers of the rise of the cost of living do but 
touch one side of human life, and not even the most important 
one,^ aince they are not directly concerned with the movement 
of moral values. 

The charge levelled, in 1908-1913, against the Labour Party 
of having had a pohtical entente with the Liberals was not base- 
less, Of the thirty-nine members then composing the Parha- 
mentary Labour, the majority had been elected with the assist- 
ance of Liberal votes. The weaning of Labour from Liberalism 
was a long and painful process. 

The weakest pomt of Labour is their journalism. From 
October, 1912, the Labour Party had an organ of its own, the 
Ddtly C%hzen, published in Manchester and London, and edited 
by Frank Dilnot. It was mainly a trade union pohtical paper 
^ Times, June 23, 1914. 
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skilfully defending the interests of the workpeople in their dis- 
putes with the employers In politics it stood for democracy, 
in industrial matters for social reform, but it was not well sup- 
ported by the labouring masses. It finally stopped publication 
at the beginning of June, 1915. It left no gap, for it had no dis- 
tinctive feature of its own. 

During the last war. Parliamentary Labour assisted in putting 
on the Statute Book some of those hardy annuals or long-standing 
resolutions of the Trade Union Congresses and Labour Party 
Conferences, notably concerning the creation of a Ministry of 
Labour, agricultural minimum wages, and democratisation of the 
suffrage. The Ministry of Labour (December, 1916) is destined 
to form, earlier or later, the statistical and research centre for all 
questions touching sociahsation ; the importance of this office 
depends on the capacity and views of its holder. The agri- 
cultural minimum wages (July, 1917) have already raised the 
standard of life of a class of workers who, left to themselves, 
could do very little to improve their condition and status. The 
Representation of the People Act (February, 1918) has all but 
completed the democratic revolution, initiated in 1688, demon- 
strated for at Peterloo, 1819, and fervently striven for by the 
Chartists. The century between Peterloo and the last suffrage 
Act tells an impressive tale of the rise of Labour. The same 
remark apples to the attitude of the ruling classes towards 
Labour during the Napoleonic Wars and the last war. A 
century ago the working classes, treated as helots, were for- 
bidden to volunteer ; in the years 1915-1918 the representatives 
of Labour were Cabinet Ministers, members of Government, 
official envoys, and controllers of the nation's food. At the 
formation of the Coalition Government (May, 1915), Arthur 
Henderson, the leader of the Labour Party in the House of 
Commons, was appointed President of the Board of Education, 
WiUiam Brace (miners) Under-Secretary at the Home OflOice, 
and G. H. Roberts (compositors) Jumor Lord of the Treasury. 
In December, 1916, at the reorganisation of the Government, 
with Lloyd George as Prime Mimster, Arthur Henderson entered 
the War Cabinet, John Hodge (steel smelters) became the first 
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Minister of Labour. In the sximmer, 1917, Henderson was sent 
to Russia as special envoy, carrying with him the contingent 
appointment as British ambassador, but having found in Petro- 
grad his Damascus, resigned office, which was then taken by 
George N. Barnes (engineers). Finally, in July, 1918, J. R. 
Clynes (gas workers) was appointed Food Controller. This 
triumphant political march of Labour has been mainly the efiect 
of the industrial development of the nineteenth century. How 
prophetic were the words of that Conservative writer who, in 
1826, declared • The age which now discloses itself to the view 
promises to be the age of industry . . . and the age of the 
people/' ^ It rendered all those democratic achievements 
possible, aye, necessary. 

2— ATTITUDE TOWARDS FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE WAR 

In all questions of foreign relations and war and peace, the 
organised working class has followed the tradition of Mid- 
Victorian Radicahsm, striving for peace, international good-will, 
disarmament and arbitration, denouncing armaments and war- 
diplomacy, and demonstrating in favour of oppressed national- 
ities Jean Jaur^ used to speak with pride of the action of 
British working class leaders in fraternising, during the Fashoda 
crisis (1898), with the French trade unionists.^ In 1903 the 
Labour Party joined the International Socialist Bureau. A few 
years later, when the relations between the German and British 
Governments entered a critical stage, British working class 
delegations visited Germany and German delegations attended 
British Trades Union and Labour Party Congresses. The Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party watched with growmg apprehension the 
fatal development of the tension between the two nations. On 
the XII. Aimual Conference of the Labour Party, held in the 
last week of January, 1912, at Birmingham, the subjoined 
resolution was carried. 

1 C/, supra. Part II , p. 283. 

* For similar remarks compare RenaudeTs speech in London, 
June, 1918, reproduced m Report of the iZth Annual Conference of 
the Labour Party, London, 1918, p. 55. 



382 LABOUR IN POLITICS 

" That this Conference, believing the anti-German policy 
pursued in the name of the British Government by Sir Edward 
Grey to be a cause of increasing armaments, international ill- 
will, and the betrayal of oppressed nationalities, protests m the 
strongest terms against it. The Conference is of opinion that this 
diplomacy has led the present Government to risk a war with 
Germany in the interest of French financiers over Morocco, to 
condone the Italian outrage in Tripoli, the Russian theft m 
Mongolia, and in joining hands with Russia m making an assault 
on the mdependence of Persia.” ^ 

These were the views which animated the Party up to the 
first week of August, 1914 Ramsay MacDonald, the chairman 
of the Parliamentary Party, replying to Sir Edward Grey's 
memorable statements of August 3, 1914, on the general European 
situation, strongly urged that everything should be done to 
preserve British neutrality On August 7 the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Labour Party issued the following letter to its 
constituent bodies : — 

We beg to inform you that a special meeting of the National 
Executive of the Labour Party was held on August 5 and 6, to 
consider the European crisis, when it was decided to forward to 
each of the affiliated organisations the following resolutions : — 
That the conflict between the nations of Europe in which 
this country is involved is owing to Foreign Mimsters pursuing 
diplomatic policies for the purpose of maintaining a balance of 
power ; that our national policy of understanding with France 
and Russia only was bound to increase the power of Russia, both 
in Europe and Asia, and to endanger good relations with Ger- 
many Further, that Sir Edward Grey, as proved by the facts 
which he gave to the House of Commons, committed, without 
the knowledge of our people, the honour of the country to 
support France in the event of any war in which she was seriously 
involved, and gave definite assurances of support, before the 
House of Commons had any chance of considering the matter. 

” That the Labour movement reiterates the fact that it has 

'^Report of the Xllth Annual Conference of the Labour Party, 
London, 1912, p. 98. 
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opposed the policy which has produced the war, and that its 
duty is now to secure peace at the earliest possible moment on 
such conditions as will provide the best opportumties for the 
re-establishment of amicable feelings between the workers of 
Europe 

" That without in any way receding from the position that the 
Labour movement has taken in opposition to our engaging in a 
European war, the Executive of the Party advises that .... 
all Labour and socialist orgamsations should concentrate their 
energies meantime upon the task of carrying the resolutions . . . 
detaihng measures to be taken to mitigate the destitution which 
will inevitably overtake our working people while the state of 
war lasts 

On August 7 the Party decided to make no pronouncement 
on the vote of credit, whereupon Ramsay MacDonald resigned the 
chairmanship, and Arthur Henderson took his place. It may be 
said that from that day onwards the Party raUied to the support 
of the cause of the Allies with practical unanimity, the few 
dissentients making hardly any impression on the political life 
of Labour, On August 24, 1914, an industrial truce was de- 
clared by a resolution passed in a meeting of representatives of 
the trades unions and the Labour Party, which recommended 
"that an immediate effort be made to terminate all existing 
trade disputes, and whenever new points of dif&culty arise during 
the war period a serious attempt should be made by ail con- 
cerned to readi an amicable settlement before resorting to a 
strike or lock-out ” The trace was fairly kept till 1917, when 
both an extensive strike and peace movement made themselves 
noticeal^ m the ranfe of Labour owing largely to the news of the 
Russian* Revolution. That, none the less, the ranks were not 
broken was mostly due to the social reform activities of the 
War Emergency National Workers GDmmittee appointed by a 
Special Conference of the various Labour organisations which 
took place, on the invitation of the Labour Party Secretary, on 
August 5th, 1914. The Committee pursued both critical and 
constructive aims. It formulated and pressed upon Government 
and mimicipal authorities carefully worked out measures for the 
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protection of the labouring population against food speculators, 
rent-racking, evictions, unemplo5nnent, underfeeding of school 
children, in short, against the vicissitudes and hardships which 
the war might bnng m its tram and unduly aggravate the condi- 
tions of the have-nots. The Committee met, at first, several times 
weekly, then weekly and fortnightly, and dealt, besides, with 
military allowances and pensions, import of wheat, distnbution 
of shippmg, war finance, and labour problems after the war. 
The Committee mcluded aU sections of the movement, moderate 
reformers and left wmgers, adherents of war policy as well as 
pacifists. Discussions on mihtary policy and purely trade union 
questions were, however, ruled out of consideration. Arthur 
Henderson was its first chairman, and after his ]ommg the 
Coahtion Government he was succeeded by Robert Smilhe. 
J S. Middleton, Assistant Secretary of the Labour Party, acted 
throughout as secretary But the constructive brain of the 
Committee was Sidney Webb, who for the first time came into 
actual contact with the mner workings of the Labour movement , 
owmg to his proposals the Committee was constantly ahead of 
Government policy on all social measures affecting the daily hfe 
of the civihan population. Throughout the period of the war the 
Committee served as a direct channel of communication with the 
various local bodies of the country, and, therefore, as the centn- 
petal force which kept the working class from sphtting up into 
opposing sections, despite the growmg differences of opinion as 
to wax policy, Munition Acts, Peace, etc. The consequence was 
that by 1918 the Labour Party, unlike most socialist and working 
class Parties m Europe and America, remamed united and was m 
the nght frame of mmd to respond to the necessity of its bemg 
reorganised into a Sociahst Labour Party, settmg up of mdividual 
members' section, developmg the women's side of the Party, 
and taking the lead in the Socialist and Labour International 
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I. — ^THE BRITISH SOCIALIST PARTY 

The unrest which overtook Labour since 1908, caught also the 
vanous socialist bodies. The Social Democratic Federation 
(S D.F.) was seething with discontent some years before. In 
1903 several Scottish branches seceded, in 1905 some London 
branches followed suit and formed separate organisations. The 
leaders of the S.D.F , trying to exorcise the spirit of unrest, 
changed in 1908 the name of their organisation to Social Demo- 
cratic Party (S.D.P ). Even m the ranks of the I L.P. much 
dissatisfaction was manifested with the alleged complicity of the 
I.L P. leaders with the spiritless attitude of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party towards the Government. Several branches of 
the LLP. seceded and entered into communication with the 
S.D P. and other dissatisfied socialists, notably of the Clarion 
group, and in their confabulations conceived the idea of forming 
a new sodahst party. In 1909 a committee for sociahst repre- 
sentation was formed in Manchester, who gradually succeeded 
in convening a large conference with a view to forming a united 
socialist party. This conference took place on September 30 
and Octobe? f, 1911,' in Manchester, and the British Socialist 
Party (B S.P.) was called into being. In the last week of May, 
1912, the BSP held its first annual conference in Manchester 
and adopted a programme which was partly social democratic 
and partly revolutionary trade unionist. The old traditions and 
the old leaders proved too strong for the new spirit to assert 
itself. The B.S.P. was substantially the old S D F., or the old 
S.D.P. 

When the war came, the B.S.P., like most socialist parties of 
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the belligerent countries, hauled down the red flag Its policy 
consisted, at first, of vague affirmations of internationalism, 
rather more definite denunciations of Pimssian militarism, and 
a quite decided insistence on an immediate policy to ensure the 
proper supply of food and the alleviation of distress caused by 
the war. Gradually, however, opinions in the Party consoli- 
dated into two main groups. One, led by H M Hyndman, Dan 
Irving, H. W Lee, and the older members, took up a definitely 
patriotic attitude, affirmed the necessity for national defence 
and the “ will to victory," while still maintaining a critical 
attitude towards the Government in all its dealings. The other 
section, whose opinions were voiced by E. C. Fairchild, John 
Maclean, A. A Watts, and the Secretary, Albert Inkpen, declared 
for an international agreement between the workers of all lands 
to end the war at the earliest possible moment It declared its 
belief that the war was the inevitable outcome of modern capital- 
ist development in the mad race for markets, and that all the 
Powers were equally responsible for its outbreak. In the early 
part of 1915 a number of divisional conferences were held at 
which each of the two sections struggled to obtain mastery, but 
without definite result. But at a National Party Congress, held 
at Salford at Easter, 1916 (the first since the wax), the crisis 
came to a head. The feeling among the delegates was so 
obviously and overwhelmingly against the will to victory " 
section that, on a minor matter of procedure, about 20 delegates 
representing that section, including H. M. Hyndman, withdrew 
from the Conference, and eventually from the Party. It should 
be said that the Executive of the Party had been acutely divided 
on mam principles right away through 1915, the international- 
ists being in a majority of one. It had been decided, for instance, 
much against the wishes of the Hyndman section, to send a 
delegate to the first Zimmerwald Conference.^ The proposal fell 

^ The first International Conference of Revolutionary Sociahsts 
during the war took place in the first week of September, 1915, at 
Zimmerwald (Switzerland) Delegates were present from Germany, 
France, Italy, Russia, Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria, Sweden, Norway, 
Holland, and Switzerland. The most prominent among them were 
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through, however, owing to the refusal of passports by the 
Government, but a referendum of the branches subsequently 
endorsed a resolution expressing the adherence of the B.S P. to 
the Zimmerwald platform 

From the Salford Conference onwards, the BSP. was definitely 
ranged with the left wing of what remained of the Socialist 
International. The secession of H5mdman, Thome, Bax, and 
others did not materially affect its strength They were the 
better known names, it is true, but not the really virile elements 
of the Party. Lesser known men stepped mto their places 
Tom Quelch (son of Harry Quelch) wielded a trenchant pen in 
the columns of The Call, which had been started as the official 
organ of the Party, after the defection of the privately-owned 
Justice to the ranks of the secessiomsts. 

On the outbreak of the second Russian revolution (November, 
1917), which brought Lenin and Trotsky mto power, the B.S.P. 
definitely ranged itself on the side of the revolutionary working 
class and peasantry in Russia, organised under the banner of 
the Bolsheviks From that attitude it never swerved. At its 
Easter Conference in 1918 a message of appreciation was read 
from M. Litvinoff, at that time acting as Bolshevik plenipoten- 
tiary in Britain, and the whole Conference was solidly behind 
the new regime. Later in the year, John Maclean, an Executive 
member, who had already served a sentence of eighteen months' 
imprisonment for anti-war propaganda, was sentenced to three 
years* penal servitude, largely because of his enthusiastic advo- 
cacy of the Bolshevik cause. The 1919 conference at Sheffield 
still further emphasised the pro-Bolshevik attitude of the RS,P. 
It declared that the world war is bouiid to give birth to a 
world re^Iution, in which the hitherto exploited and oppressed 
classes in all countries would seize the reins of power, overthrow 
the rule of the capitalist and landlord classes, estabhsh the direct 

Lenin, Lede'bonr, Bourderon, Merrhenn, Modighani, Lazzan 
Racovski, and Hoglund They declared themselves for an imme- 
diate peace without annexations and mdemmties, for the self" 
determination of the nationahties, against the industnal truce, and 
for the revolutionary class war 
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rule of the workers and peasants by means of Soviets, and wmd 
up the capitalist order of society/' A referendum of the Party 
was taken on the question of adhesion to the Third (Communist) 
International, established at Moscow By an overwhelming 
majority (only four branches dissenting) it was decided to 
secede from the Second and join up with the Third International. 
The B S.P. is definitely in favour of Sovietism as a form of 
government to supersede capitalist parliamentary democracy. 
But it adheres to the parliamentary weapon in its prosecution 
of the class struggle. It is prepared, indeed, to use any weapon 
available as occasion demands or exigencies determine. It does 
not expect the social revolution through Parliament, but regards 
it as a point of vantage from which to attack the capitahst 
system. 

Just before the outbreak of the war, the B.S P., which for 
over twelve years, under various names, had remained outside 
the Labour Party, decided to reafiiliate to that body. This 
affiliation took actual effect at the Annual Conference of the 
Labour Party m Manchester in 1917, and since that tune the 
B.S.P., with the assistance of many local trades councils and 
labour parties, has constituted the revolutionary left wing of 
the Labour Party. At the General Election of November, 1918, 
the B.S.P. had some twenty-five parliamentary candidates 
running under Labour Party auspices. None were successful, 
but all polled as well as, and some of them considerably better 
Aan, the average Labour Party candidate. 

It is, however, doubtful whether the B.S.P. has definitely 
shed those fissiparous tendencies which marked the career of its 
predecessors, the S D.F. and the S D.P , for it can hardly be 
assumed that the whole Party is in favour of the Soviet system. 

2. — ^THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST PARTY 

Upon the secession from the B S.P , Hyndman, William 
Thome, Dan Irvmg, Hunter Watts, H. W. Lee, J. Jones, John 
Stokes, and Joseph Burgess (formerly I L.P.), formed the 
National Socialist Party. Their organ is the old weekly JusHce, 
Hyndman, who, as Parliamentary candidate, had for so many 
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years nursed Burnley, had the satisfaction to see his friend and 
disciple, Dan Irving, elected as member for that constituency 
at the general election in December, 1918. Also “ Colonel 
WiUiam Thorne and J. Jones were successful, so that the young 
and small Party was represented in the House of Commons by 
three members. The Party is affiliated to the Labour Party. 

3.—THE INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY 

In the years of unrest, the I.L.P. went through a severe crisis. 
In 1913 the Party appeared to have weathered the storm. Its 
“ Coming of Age ” conference at Bradford, April, 1914, was 
attended by fraternal delegates from abroad as well as by dele- 
gates of the Labour Party, the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Trade Union Congress, the Co-operative Societies, the Fabian 
Society, and the Bntish Socialist Party, as a recognition of the 
work of the I.L P. At that time, seven of its nominees, J R. 
Clynes, Keir Hardie, F. W. Jowett, Ramsay MacDonald, James 
Parker, Tom Richardson, and Philip Snowden sat in Parliament 
as part of the thirty-nine members constituting the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party. It was a well-merited tribute to the 
achievements and inspiration of the I.L.P. 

During the first years of the last war, the Party, owing to its 
pacifist attitude, suffered an eclipse, the effects of which mani- 
fested themselves in the general election in December, 1918, 
when even its most prominent members, Philip Snowden, J. 
Ramsay MacDonald, and F. W. Jowett, lost their seats. As a 
compensation for the losses, the Party gained four new Parlia- 
mentary representatives, Ben G. Spoor (Bishop Auckland), Neil 
Madean.CGoyan^i W. Giaham {Edinburgh), and Tom Myers 
(Spen Valley). Since 1918 the membership increased to a very 
considerable extent, the Party having become the refuge of all 
those men and women of influence, reputation, and learning, 
who had lost faith in the Liberal Party and who would like 
to see humanity and righteousness the foundation stones of 
government. 

In 1910, under the auspices of the Party, a printing and 
pubhshmg agency, the National Labour Press, Ltd., was estab-^ 



390 REORGANISATIONS OF THE SOCIALIST PARTIES 

lishcd in Manchester, which has proved a growing and profitable 
concern. The Labour Press publishes the Labour Leader, the 
official weekly organ of the party. It is also responsible for the 
publication of the Socialist Revtew (quarterly), edited by J. R. 
MacDonald. In 1905 the party inaugurated the publication of 
a socialist library, which includes the following volumes : Ferri, 
Socialism and Positive Science ; MacDonald, Socialism and 
Society ; Jaures, Studies in Socialism , Oliver, White Capital and 
Coloured Labour ; Bernstem, Evolutionary Socialism ; Mac- 
Millan, The Child and the State , K. Kautsky, Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat ; Bruce Glasier, Meaning of Socialism. Various 
party writers, notably Sir Leo Money and E. D. Morel, have been 
publishing, from time to time, instructive pamphlets on the 
questions of the day. 

The questions of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
Soviet form of government, which have been agitating some 
portions of British Labour and socialism, occupied the attention 
of the LL P. at the end of 1919, and it dealt with them in a 
Memorandum, explaining its attitude towards them. The party 
had to record a decline of the authority of Parliament in Great 
Biitain, owmg — 

'' (a) To the fact that the Conservative reactionaries supported 
the threatened rebellion in Ulster against Parliament in 1913-14 ; 

ip) To the deterioration of politics in Great Britain under 
the influence of Mr. Lloyd George, as was seen at the election in 
December, 1918 ,* 

{c) To the predominance of the Executive, especially since 
the war, and the corresponding refusal of the House of Commons 
to discuss important questions concerning the welfare of the 
country ; 

{d) From the point of view of democracy, the most serious 
result is that the House of Commons is now felt to respond too 
slowly to the real needs and wishes of the nation, and some of 
the more hasty spirits amongst the working class, which in its 
workshops and at its firesides continues to experience its economic 
and other grievances, axe disposed to turn to " direct action and 
other forms of extra-Parhamentary pressure for protection," 
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The real cause of the decline of Parliamentary government or 
democracy was to be looked for not in any inherent weakness of 
Parliamentarism, but m the insufficient education of the people 
and the imperfect state of socialist propaganda. The efforts of 
the socialist must therefore be directed towards removing that 
cause. Given persistent and systematic education and propa- 
ganda, democracy would work well, even m the transition time 
from capitalism to socialism. A revolutionary dictatorship of 
the proletariat, therefore, need not be necessary, but whether 
it has to be resorted to or not depends solely upon the policy of 
the capitalists themselves and not upon the political necessities 
of Socialism. Socialists ought not to allow capitalist interests 
and designs to divert Socialist propaganda and methods. That 
in most politically democratic coimtries will only strengthen the 
hands of the reaction, and in countries well equipped with 
modern military weapons will only lead to massacre not to 
revolution,'' 

The party rejected, likewise, the Soviet system, for the con- 
ditions under which it had been established in Russia were 
abnormal and the system itself had not reached yet any finality. 
Therefore, the party saw no reason for departmg from its old 
position-that until socialist propaganda influenced public opinion 
and until socialists were chosen as representatives on public 
bodies, no secure foundation for the socialist State could be laid. 

As to ** direct action," the party was of opinion that neither 
economic action nor parhamentary action alone could do the 
work which socialism demanded ; both were necessary, and each 
must be given its proper place in a full attack all along the line 
by dOTiocracy upon oaq)itai|sm. The party was of opimon " that 
action for political purposes is essentially different in its 
nature from direct action for industrial purposes, and that the 
risks of failure of the former are so great that its political practic- 
abihty is shght. The threats and fears of direct action, taken 
along with a general state of working class unsettlement such as 
exists to-day, do, however, contribute materially to the influ- 
ences which curb the policy of reactionary governments. The 
party, therefore, rejects direct action as a substitute for Paxha- 
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mentary action, but considers it as one of the several weapons 
which the reaction may compel the working classes to use. Thus 
used it may be regarded as a means of restoring representative 
government and not of destroying it," 

4. — THE SOCIALIST LABOUR PARTY 

The Scottish members of the S D F., who seceded in 1903, 
formed, after the model of the American Socialist Party, an 
organisation of their own which was practically but a branch of 
the American Party. For the jSrst eight years its activities were 
mainly propagandist and limited to spreading the class war 
doctrines of Marx, according to the interpretation of Daniel De 
Leon. They denounced, in the style of their master, aU other 
working class organisations, both socialist and trade union, as 
" non-militant " and " non-class-conscious," and their leaders as 
" fakirs " ; they refused to be mixed up with those bulwarks of 
capitalism , they indicted industrialism from the point of view 
of the Labour theory of value. It was an abstract agitation 
which had little relation to the actual conditions in Great Britain 
After 1911 its members, caught by the general unrest and 
militant tactics of Labour, began to be active m strikes and thus 
to grapple with realities ; they mixed with the trade unions and 
deviated from the rigidity of their earlier views. During the 
first year of the war, several of their members, knowing the 
theory of direct action, became shop stewards in the engineering 
industry, and to them must largely be credited the Clyde strike 
in February, 1915, the strike in March, 1916, when several shop 
stewards were deported from the Clyde, finally, the great engi- 
neering turn-out in May, 1917. 

The S.LP., well versed in Marx's materialist conception of 
history, had no difficulty in recognising the economic motives 
of the last war and regarding it as the extreme expression of the ^ 
industrial and maritime competition between Great Britain and 
Germany Their members were all anti-wax At the general 
election in December, 1918, three candidates were put forward — 
Arthur MacManus, J T Murphy, and William Paul — ^and each 
polled several thousand votes. 
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The S L.P theories came nearest to those of Lenin and Trotsky. 
The triumphs of the Bolshevik revolution gave, naturally, much 
encouragement to the S L.P. Its organ is the Sociahst, and its 
views dominate more or less such papers as the Worker, Solidarity, 
and the East London Workers' Dreadnought, while the Central 
Labour College shows much afi&nity with the S.L.P., and there 
is hardly any difference between the latter and the B.S.P. 

5.— VARIOUS ORGANISATIONS 

The London secessionists from the S D F. m 1905, with Fitz- 
gerald at the head, formed the Socialist Party of Great Britain. 
It was very active in spreading Marxist theories and it opposed 
all other political parties, no matter whether they were calling 
themselves socialist or Labour. It emphasised the importance 
of proletarian political action on strictly social revolutionary 
lines. Its organ is the Socialist Standard. 

The Socialist Sunday School movement, for which A. P. 
Hazell, one of the oldest members of the S D F. and one of the 
best students of Marxist economics m England, had done 
much, contributed a good deal towards the propaganda of 
socialism. The Young Socialist, founded by Archibald Russell 
at Glasgow, was the special organ of the Socialist Sunday schools. 

The youngest socialist organisation is the National Guilds 
League. It was founded in 1915, with Wilham Mellor as secre- 
tary. It is mainly a propagandist body and looks less for 
numbers than for effective writers and speakers in sympathy 
with guild socialism. Among its several members may be 
mentioned Bertrand Russell, R, H. Tawney, Clifford Allen, 
George Lansbury, W. N. Ewer, Mrs. Townshend, H. J. Gillespie. 
The League has published a number of ably written pamphlets 
on the guild idea, based on Marxist economics, the best among 
them being A Catechism of National Guilds. 

On the whole, the educational activities of the socialist, 
industrial uniomsts, and guildsmen immediately before the war 
and in 1918 and 1919, were on an unprecedented scale. More- 
over, they were able to reach the organised working classes. 
The formation of the Labour Party in 1900 by trade unionists 
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and socialists rendered it possible for intellectuals to come in 
touch with the mass of trade unionists Something like an 
alliance between Labour and social knowledge was estab- 
lished, These activities and developments, combined with the 
effects of the war, the Russian revolution, and the Representa- 
tion of the People Act, led to a recasting of the Labour Party 
constitution and to a revision of its aims and objects. 



XXI 

REORGANISATION OF THE LABOUR PARTY 


I. — CAUSES OF THE REORGANISATION 

The Labour Party consisted, up to the beginning of 1918, of 
bodies of the best organised wage-workers, with a slight ad- 
mixture of middle class socialists. At party gatherings and 
conferences, the socialists as such played no part whatever ; in 
the deliberations and councils of Labour their voices were 
scarcely heard. Indeed, the Labour Party conferences were 
little else than second and by no means improved editions of the 
trades union congresses. Cotton and coal controlled both. The 
constitution of the party was limited to the formation of a 
separate Parliamentary representation, with no other pro- 
gramme than the hardy annuals transmitted from one aimual 
conference to the other. The Labour Party was an extended 
Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Umon Congress. 

The social revolutionary ferment, with its s3miptomatic unrest 
and strike fever, and the fiery cataclysm which shook Europe for 
the last years and laid bare the foundations of modem civilisa- 
tion, rendered a reconstruction of society necessary and prompted 
the leading minds of the working da^es to make the Labour 
Party the political mstriEment of that reconstruction. For, as 
Mar^ taught, the time must needs arrive when the class struggle 
turns into a political struggle— political, not only in the narrow 
meaiung of Parliamentarism, but in its true, Greek meaning of 
social — of all matters concerning the constitution of society. 
That this work of reconstraction could only proceed on socialist 
hnes, few contested, since the whole evolution of economic life 
tended in that direction. Individualism was dead, and its 
organ, the Liberal Party, was decaying, while the other parties 
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had no other remedies but digging up the skeletons of past 
policies and clinging to shattered idols. Moreover, the last war 
turned the State into the largest producing and distributive 
agency of the nation ; the Government controlled, directly or 
indirectly, production and distribution. It revealed, further, 
the enormous wealth of modern society and showed that poverty 
was altogether an unnecessary and preventible evil. The real 
cause of the manifest unrest among the workers in connection 
with social matters," declared a moderate Labour leader in 
1918, " was the recognition by the working classes of the causes 
of their misery and degradation. While they used to be content 
when told that any reform costing a few miUions a year would 
mean bankruptcy to the State, the most ignorant people now 
understood that if the State could spend eight millions a day on 
the destruction of humanity, they could at least find some 
millions for the reconstruction of humanity." ^ 

For the reconstruction on socialist lines, the Labour Party 
stood in need of social economic knowledge And there were 
men and women with that knowledge, middle class intellectuals, 
who had cut themselves adrift from their class and sought 
admission to the Labour Party, but whose strait gate did not 
allow them to enter freely, since the old constitution of the 
Labour Party has been made mainly for manual workers . Things 
shaped themselves as Marx foresaw when he declared that in 
times when the class struggle is nearing the decisive hour . . . 
a portion of the middle class ideologists, those who have raised 
themselves to the level of comprehending theoretically the 
historical movement as a whole, joins the revolutionary class, 
the class that holds the future in its hands." ^ To allow them 
to join the Labour Party and supply the necessary knowledge 
to the proper instrument of reconstruction, a reorganisation or 
a new constitution of the Labour Party was necessary. The 
need was all the more imperative as the democratisation of the 

^Labour Party, Report of the iSih Annual Conference, London* 
June, 1918, p. 43 (speech by J H. Thomas, M P ). 

2 Marx and Engels, Commumst Manifesto, English edition, 1888, 
p. 14 - 
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suffrage extended the ba^is of party life to the limits of the 
nation. The whole British nation became sovereign. The poli- 
tical programme of Chartism was now the law of the land, and 
it was henceforth the mission of the grandsons of the Chartists 
to take in hand the " ulterior motives ^ of their grandfathers. 

2. — ^THE ESSENTIALS OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION 

In August of the memorable year 1917, the Labour Party 
appointed a sub-committee to prepare a scheme of reorganisation. 
The work was soon taken in hand, the constitution drafted and 
submitted to the Labour Party Special Conference on February 
26, 1918, which adopted it. The gates of the party were thrown 
open to the intellectual proletariat, and the British working 
classes given a sociahst programme. Sidney Webb, in bis 
commentary on the aims and objects of the reorganised Party, 
heads the last chapter with the apophthegm '' More light — ^but 
also more warmth I” ^ While, in 1896, he told the London 
International Socialist and Labour Congress that "socialism 
needed light rather than heat," ® he now declared that it needed 
warmth as much as light. 

The most important changes of the constitution concerned the 
ultimate aim of the party and the enrolment of members, as may 
be seen from the following . — 

** 3. (d) To secure for the producers by hand or by brain the 
full fruits of their industry, and the most equitable distribution 
th.ereof that may be possible, upon the basis of common owner- 
ship of the means of production and the best obtainable system 
of popular administration and control of each industry or service 

" (e) Generally to promote the political, social, and economic 
emancipation of the people, and more particularly of those who 
depend directly upon their own exertions by hand or by brain 
for the means of life." 

The other important change concerned membership- While 

1 Cf supra, Part III., p 45. 

® Labour Party (Sidney Webb), Labour and the New Social Order, 
London, 1918, p. 23. 

* C/, su/pra, Part IV , p. 285, 
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up to the beginning of 1918 the Labour Party was a confedera- 
tion of trade unions and socialist bodies, which were affiliated 
each by a majority vote of its members, the new constitution 
provided aJso for the enrolment of individual members, and it 
afforded special facilities to women electors to join the party. 
The party has thus been organised on the double basis of national 
Labour or socialist bodies and constituency organisations, the 
latter enrolling individually men and women who subscribe to 
the party constitution and programme. 

The Party, by embodying into its constitution the declaration 
of common ownership of the means of production, has become a 
sociahst Labour party. ^ 

3. — ^THE CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAMME 

The constructive work was outlined, on behalf of the Party, 
by Sidney Webb in his Labour and the New Social Order, He 
looked upon the last war as the final collapse of an industrial 
civilisation, which the workers would not seek to resuscitate. 
The war had destroyed the very basis of the individualist system 
of capitalist production. It proved economically far from 
efficient and morally indefensible. , The new social edifice would 
be erected on four pillars : {a) the umversal enforcement of the 
national minimum ; (6) the democratic control of industry ; 
[c) the revolution of national finance ; and {d) the surplus wealth 
for the common good. The first principle of the Labour Party 
was the securing to every member of the community, in good 
times and bad alike, of all the requisites of healthy life and 
worthy citizenship It would do this by enforcing the universal 
application of the policy of a prescribed minimum of health, 
leisure, education, and subsistence by the extension of such 
legislation as the Factory Acts, Public Health Acts, Housing 
Acts, Education Acts, Trade Boards Act, and by various measures 
against unemployment. 

The principle of control of industry demanded the progressive 
elimination of the private capitalist from the control of industry 
and the scientific reorganisation of the nation’s work on the basis 
of common ownership of the means of production and equitable 
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distribution of the produce. The railways, mines, and electrical 
power should be immediately nationalised. In order to remove 
the evils of centralisation and the drawbacks of bureaucracy, 
the party would work for the 'fullest possible extension of the 
scope of democratically elected local governing bodies. Special 
care should be devoted to the democratisation of education and 
to the development of agriculture. 

With regard to national finance, the party would raise the 
greater part of the revenue by direct taxation of the incomes 
above the necessary cost of family maintenance ; a very sub- 
stantial part of ^he National Debt should be paid ofi by a special 
levy on capital. 

The absorption of the wealth of the community by individual 
proprietors must be stopped ; the arising surplus wealth should 
be secured on the one hand by nationalisation and municipalisa- 
tion and on the other hand by the steeply graduated taxation of 
private incomes and riches. The surplus wealth should be used 
for the perpetual improvement of the means of production and 
transport, for scientific research, and for the maintenance of the 
aged, sick, and infirm. 

The party, m its Imperial policy, would repudiate all forcible 
domination of other races and countries ; it would develop a 
system of Home Rule and democratic self-government within the 
Empire. Its foreign pohcy would rest on a universal league of 
nations, with suitable machinery for judicial arbitration and 
conciliation. 

With these social reforms and political aspirations, the labouring 
population IS being imbued and organised into a vast national 
party, which within the next ten years might be called upon 
to form a Government StiU, socialism will have no easy 
triumph. It wiU meet with dexterous manoeuvring and stub- 
born resistance on the part of the possessmg classes and their 
adherents. For, capitalism, as a purely economic force, has 
not coUapsed , the leaders of industry, commerce, and finance 
do not at all feel like a bankrupt or effete class. Modem society 
has accomplished mdustrial wonders; it has called into 
being productive forces and possibilities of wealth-creation 
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beyond the dreams of all scientific Utopias, And this is its 
justification and its title to existence. It will, therefore, not 
readily abdicate. And yet, it is bemg seriously challenged for 
it has utterly failed in the domain of social ethics. Its very 
success, its most marvellous achievements have been bound up 
with the destruction of human solidarity and social service. In 
its pride of wealth and science it has looked upon the cwitm 
terrena as the real order of the universe. It has turned religion 
and ethics into handmaids to minister to its bodily comforts. 
The contrast between matenal efflorescence and moral stag- 
nation is the root cause of the disharmony of modern humanity. 
From this hellish chasm springs the world tempest. 

Socialism is called upon to redress the balance of material and 
moral powei, to help mankind to attain to an equilibrium of the 
main forces of life. Its instruments are the poor and the lowly, 
as m the days of old But they must take up their mission with 
clean hands and pure hearts, and not to try to do God*s work 
with the devirs tools. Worldly power, the formation of Labour 
and socialist governments, must be strictly subordinated not 
only to the socialisation of the means of production, but to the 
socialisation of man, to the restoration of the moral order of the 
world. 
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GREAT BRITAIN IN TRANSFORMATION, 1917-28 

I. — ^FROM INDIVIDUALIST TO CORPORATE ENTERPRISE 

The twelve years from 1917 to 1928 witnessed even more pro- 
found changes m the social structure of Britain than the twelve 
years from 1903 to 1914. The new mdustnal revolution, of 
which the nation became conscious only in the years 1927 and 
1928, began in the first decade of the new century. Until then 
the workshops and factories, the mercantile and financial houses 
of the country, were largely controlled by individual firms or 
famihes, and m the great majonty of cases were carried on on a 
comparatively modest scale. Big industry was ia the minority ; 
trustification was just startmg on its career ; individual manage- 
ment formed still a potent factor in industrial life. ^ The second 
decade, with the pressure of German and American competition 
on British manufactures, with its four years of war and post- 
armistice prosperity, considerably accelerated the process of 
amalgamation of smaller and middle-sized undertakings mto 
large-scale works and busmess concerns The third decade, with 
its revolutionary changes in apphed science, manufacturing pro- 
cesses, and means^of transport — ^further, with its flaming conflicts 
between Capital and Labour in transport, engineering, and 
minmg, which expanded to national dimensions — ^imparted the 
final stimulus to the amalgamating tendencies so characteristic of 
the mdustrial life of modem civilisation. On top of these unpre- 
cedented alterations in the economic structure and methods of 
production, transport, and exchange came the cnsis in the basic 
industries which used to supply the bulk of British exports. 

* C/. He^ms, Trad& in the Balance (London, 1924), pp. 16, 66-67. 
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Owing partly to a redistribution of the industrial activities of the 
nations, and partly to a shrinkage of the demand of certain 
countries — effects which were practically all due to the Great 
War (1914-18) — ^British coal, cotton, iron, and steel met every- 
where, at home and abroad, with severe competition. The 
percentage of unemployment rose since 1921 to critical heights, 
with the consequent pressmg down of the standard of hving of 
large sections of the working population The annual average? 
percentages unemployed among members of trade unions making 
returns were — 1911 : 3.0 ; 1912 132, 1913 : 21; 1919 .24, 
1920: 2.4; 1921: 148; 1922 158, 1923 11.3 , 1924 8.1^; 
1925 : 10 5 , 1926 12 2. And this state of thmgs m the staple 
mdustries appears to assume a chronic character. Such a 
senes of rapid changes and violent dislocations in the matenal 
conditions of a highly complicated and dehcately poised national 
system were bound to generate widespread unrest, to release 
dissolving elements, and to quicken the desire either for the 
restoration of tranquillity and '' normalcy '' — that is, the status 
quo ante, with corresponding reforms, with the view of stabihsmg 
the essentials of the old society — or for a more or less bold advance 
towards a new form of social production and distnbution, for a 
different social order, more in accord with the new industnal 
forces which were distinctly tending to collective ownership and 
responsibihty. The idea that the existmg industnal system is 
only a stage in our economic evolution '' began to penetrate into 
the circle of the great captains of industry.* Furthermore, with 
the younger generation of British historical and social students, 
the recognition of the economic and coUBctivist factor is 
visibly displacing the pohtical and parhamentaxy, personal, and 

*The improvement was due to the French occupation of the 
German Ruhr valley, which paralysed German coal and metal 
mdustnes, and thus benefited the correspondmg British industries. 

>The quotation is taken from the speech of Sir David Milne- 
Watson, at the Mond -Turner Conference, held on January 12, 1928 
(Report to the 60th Annual Congress of the Brthsh Traces Unions » 
!L6ndon, 1928, p 137,) 



INDIVIDUALIST TO CORPORATE ENTERPRISE 403 


heroic interpretation of national developments. One may 
venture now to predict that the commg historians of Britain 
will be much more occupied with researches into mdustrial 
changes, and' their attendant social collisions, than with conflicts 
between kmgs and barons, between personal monarchy and 
parhament, or between theology and enhghtenment, rehgion and 
science. 

No social class and no political party escaped the effects of the 
changes and vicissitudes to which Bntam was exposed in the last 
decade. What those effects were may be easily surmised from 
the foregoing reflections. The people of substance, with a stake 
in the country, and those who were dependent on them, or those 
who from temperament and conviction saw the salvation of the 
country in the adherence to traditional ways of life, turned to 
the Conservative Party. Men and women, bom after 1871, 
caught sight of the ghost of revolution for the first time in 
their fives in the years 1917, 1918, and 1919, and could not 
forget it. They eschewed all Radical phraseology and took 
refuge under the wing of the traditional party of law and 
order. 

The workmg people, with nothing but their labour capacity, 
and organised in trade unions, as weU as men and women not 
belonging to the wage-earning class, but who from tempera- 
ment and conviction, from mtellectual and moral considera- 
tions', saw the solution of the crisis m the enactment 
of social reform measures became socialists and jomed the 
Labour Party. The conversion of organised Labour to 
socialism was onee of the phenomena of the years 1917-28. 
Henceforth trade union history forms a part of socialist 
history. ^ 

^ There were, of course, socialists among the trade unionists as 
far back as the 'nmeties of the last century; and Trades Umon 
Congresses earned sometimes socialist resolutions ; but these were 
sporadic and informal affairs, not bmdmg on anybody. It was 
only m 1918 and 1924 respectively that political and industnal 
Labour adojited socialist programmes, with the full knowledge of 
their significance. 
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Both parties grew at the expense of the Liberals, whose voting 
strength dwindled in the same measure as economic individualism 
was losing ground in the centres of industry and commerce. The 
parliamentary and municipal elections of the decade 1918-28 
bore witness to the political regroupment of the nation on the 
new economic lines. The echpse of the Liberal Party must, 
however, not be taken to signify the extmction of liberalism. 
Indeed, the Liberal Party might ultimately be crushed between 
the upper millstone of Conservatism and the nether millstone of 
social reform Labour, and yet liberalism as an attitude of mind 
would remam one of the controllmg factors in British politics 
and a considerable obstacle against any advance of either 
fascism or bolshevism. The individualist and competitive phase 
of capitahst enterpnse generated out of its material conditions 
and interests the ideas of toleration, freedom of thought, respect 
of the individual conscience and judgment, and bequeathed it as 
a spiritual legacy to posterity. More or less of its substance was 
gradually woven into the mental texture of various strata of the 
nation, and hberalised them. The great majority of the British 
people may truly say, ** We are all hberals now, but each of 
us with some adjective which marks us oS from the Liberal 
Party.*' And nowhere has hberalism been more completely 
assimilated than by the Labour Party. ^ It is the method of 
Labour democracy. This is the watershed between the social 
democratic Labour movement and the communist Labour 
movement. 


»"We Young Liberals," writes one of them in the Manchester 
Guardian, November 13, 1924, “find our ideals in the Labour 
Party." And E. B. Schofield writes [thid., November 5, 1924), “We 
young people are joining the Labour Party in large numbers, but 
we remain essentially liberal at heart." The Hon. R. D. Denman 
and E. G Armstrong are pleading for mergmg the Liberal Party in 
the Labour Party, since everything essentially liberal is to be found 
in the Labour Party [ibid., November 12, 1924, and November 7, 
1924). The correspondence columns of the Manchester Guardtan, 
in October-November, 1924^ and agam m September-October, 1928, 
cax labour and hberalism are of great sociological value.^ 
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2. — GENERAL VIEW OF ORGANISED LABOUR, 1917-28 


The first quarter of the century (1903-26) was characterised 
by an increase of disputes unprecedented in the number of 
workers mvolved and the aggregate duration in working days. 
In the six years 1903-08 the total number of workpeople involved 
in disputes amounted to 952,000 ; the aggregate duration in 
working days 22,100,000. In the six years 1909-14 the respective 
figures were 4,136,000 and 83,290,000, though in the last five 
months of the year 1914, owing to the war, all disputes ceased. 
In the years 1915 and 1916 the mdustnal truce was fairly ob- 
served. In the six years 1917-22 the respective figures were 
8,868,000 and 174,781,000. In the four years 1923-26 the 
respective numbers were 4,193,000 and 189,281,000. The rise 
of the social temperature m 1917-26 was alarming, and sympto- 
matic of the revolutionary changes which were going on in 
industrial and pohtical hfe. StiU, not all the disputes were of 
the same nature. From the pomt of view of the economic action 
of organised Labour, the years 1917-26 divide into two periods 
— vtz,, 1917-21 and 1921-26. The years from 1927 onwards 
fall into a different social category, and will be dealt with 
later on. 

In the four or five years from 1917 tiU the '' Black Friday " 
(April 15, 1931) the trade unions were animated by a fightmg 
spirit,^ and took the offensive, not merely for strictly industrial 
aims connected with wages and hours of work, but for larger 
social objectives, as control of industry, nationalisation. The 
disputes assumed national dimensions, the umons not directly 
involved were ready to take sympathetic action and to solidaxise 
themselves with the strikers. While not succeeding in their 
larger objectives, the disputes brought many advantages to 
Labour. Wages rose, the weekly working hours decreased, the 
care for the unemployed and the necessitous came to be regarded 
as a national duty, expenditure on social reform measures and 
benefits increased considerably. Nineteen-twenty marked the 
peak year in the advance of the working class , its share in the 
national income of 1919-20 was probably larger than ever 
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before or after. ^ Those achievements cannot, however, be 
ascribed exclusively to trade union activities and pohcy. They 
appear to have been partly due to the fear of revolution — a sort 
of msurance premium against social conflagrations and breakages, 
paid by the propertied classes — and partly the effect of the post- 
bellum prospenty, which allowed more liberal remuneration all 
round. The prestige of trade unionism was likewise greatest in 
1920, when its membership amounted to 6.5 millions, or about 
50 per cent of the number of industrial and mercantile workers, 
a figure never reached before nor after. It was, too, in 1920 that 
industrial and political Labour formed a Council of Action to bring 
pressure to bear upon the Government to desist from attacking 
Russia. British Labour was then full of optimism and ready to pass 
any revolutionary motion. In one of the greatest speeches ever 
delivered by J. H Thomas, we find the foUowmg memorable words • 
During the past few weeks (August^ 1920) we have gone 
through what is, perhaps, the most momentous penod of the" 
Trade Union and Labour Movement m our long history, a 
period which found, for the first time, a united and determined 
working-class effort to challenge the existing order of Parha- 
mentary Government. . . . That our course was bold none can 
deny , that it definitely challenged the Constitution there can be 
no doubt . , . but it was justified by the result. , . . Our only 
object was to prevent another war against Russia. So far we 
have succeeded, but the danger is not yet over, and cannot be 
over until a complete peace and understanding is arrived at with the 
Russian Government Our action does not carry with it an accla- 
mation of the Soviet method of Government. We can, by xmity 
and by the exercise ofour political powers, determineour ownform 
of Government, and if the Russian people prefer the Soviet S5rstem 
it is their business.'’ {Report ofT,U. Congress, 1920, pp. 62-6$), 

This utterance' of J. H. Thomas adequately characterised the 
sentijnents of Labour in 1920. 

^ Wages reached their highest level m December 1920.” {Times, 
October 19, 1928, sub " Rises in rates of wages/’) The high rate 
of wages and the very low percentage of unemployment, amountmg 
only, may be taken as the justification of the above assumption. 
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The second period embraced the years from the spnng of 1921 
to the end of 1926. In this period, trade unionism was driven into 
a defensive position. All it could do was to strive for maintaining 
and safeguarding the achievements of the immediate past. All 
the great contests which organised Labour fought in those 
memorable years on the mdustnal and political field, while 
unparalleled in magnitude and far-reaching m their bearing on 
the course of British history, were but actions of defence and 
resistance. The struggles which occurred in the years between 
the “ Black Friday ” and the National Stoppage in May, J9^6, 
lacked the aggressive character The same remark apphes to 
the electoral efforts of Labour m the years 1923 and 1924^ as well 
as to the measures of the first Labour Government in 1924, 
Organised Labour fought with determination, with exasperation, 
and some groups with revolutionary fervour, not for the over- 
throw or transformation of the existing order, but agamst being 
deprived of the advantages gained in the years 1917-20. A. J. 
Cook's cry during the miners' struggle m 1926, '' Not a penny ofi 
the pay and not a second on the day," epitomised the feelings 
and views of the overwhelming majority of the trade unions m 
the period 1921-26, Yet many of the achievements were lost , 
the hopes for control of mdustry vanished ; aU guild experiments, 
undertaken in 1920-22, failed through shortage of capital. The 
situation appeared desperate, and it favoured the spread of 
social revolutionary ideas. The Communist Party, estabhshed 
in 1920-21, began only in 1923 to gam adherents in working-class 
circles , m 1924 the Anglo-Russian Advisory Council was formed, 
and Bolshevik delegations from Moscow were heartily welcomed 
on the Trades Union Congresses in Hull (1924) and Scarborough 
(1925) — ^indeed, the whole atmosphere of the Scarborough 
Congress was charged with revolutionary aspirations. There 
was a great contrast between the daily struggles for immediate 
interests and the revolutionary sentiments and theones that 
swayed the Congresses and meetings. 

The two penods of aggression and defence, or the ascending 
and descending curve of the aspirations of Labour, foimd 
their counterpart in the rise and decline of the trade muon 
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membership. The number of members represented on the Trades 
Union Congress, 1905, amounted to barely a million; in 1910 
to 1,647,715 , m 1917 to 3 i 082,352 ; m 1918 to 4,532,086 , in 
1919 to 5,283,676 ; m 1920 to 6,505,482 , in 1921 to 6,417,910 ; 
in 1922 to 5,128,648 ; in 1923 to 4,369,268 , m 1924 to 4,328,235 ; in 
1925 to 4,330,982 ; in 1926 to 4,365,691 ; in 1927 to 4,163,994; 
in 1928 to 3,900,000. 

The year 1927 inaugurated a new period which promised to 
be marked by an armistice, and even fnendly co-operation, 
between Capital and Labour, with a view to reconstructmg the 
industrial organisation. 

3. — ^THE MINING INDUSTRY AS STORM-CENTRE 

In the years 1917-26 there occurred several large or national 
disputes, such as in the railway service in 1919, which involved 

517.000 persons and caused a loss of 4,200,000 working days ; 
in engineenng, etc , in 1922, which involved 369,000 persons, 
causing a loss of 17,484,000 working days ; in the building trade 
in 1924, which involved 115,000 persons, causing a loss of 

3.145.000 working days. None, however, could compare in the 
remotest degree in point of importance and consequences with 
the chain of conflicts in the coal industry. There were several 
causes which accounted for the unsettlement of the conditions 
in the coalfields. First^ the predominantly obsolescent, small 
scale, and wasteful way of coal gettmg. Secondly, the unwilling- 
ness of the Government to recognise the pnnciple of nationahsa- 
fion, and to accept in letter and spint the Sankey Report. 
Thirdly, the transition from war to peace during the war 
years the British coal industry was under State control and 
enjoyed on the markets of the European Alhes a quasi-monopoly, 
earning and accumulating large profits, from which also the 
miners benefited; on the signing of the Versailles Peace the 
monopolist advantages gradually disappeared Coal exports 
declmed and prices fell* French and Belgian mines revived; 
German industry was gettmg on its legs agam, and, being under 
the neecssity of providing not only sustenance for its own popula- 
noii, but heavy reparation payments for the Allies, it strained 
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all its energies to raise production and push the export trade to 
its utnaost himt; moreover, the Spa Agreement (July, 1920) 
imposed upon Germany the obligation of delivering two million 
tons of coal monthly to France, which, in its turn, disposed of it 
m other markets. The autumn of 1920 was actually the beginning 
of the cnsis in the British coal industry. The same date may be 
fixed for the abrupt termmation of the post-armistice industrial 
prosperity in Britain and the setting in of the trade depression, 
with its consequent rapid, even catastrophic, nse of unemploy- 
ment. The causal connection between the two series of 
phenomena — ^the revival of German industry, spurred on by the 
bayonet-point of the Versailles Treaty and Spa Agreement on 
the one hand, and the sudden collapse of the British “ boom " 
on the other — ^is shown in the following table : 

Percentage unemployed among members of British and German 
trade unions, 1920-22 



Great Britain ^ 

Germany 

a 

Month 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1920 1921 

1922 

June 

I 2 

20.6 

15 6 

4^ 

b 

O) 

0 

0.6 

Dec, 

60 

16 2 

1S8 

4 2 1.6 

2 8 


In the same measure as the unemployment figures rose in 
Great Britain, they fell in Germany. The growing depression 
of British industry reacted unfavourably on the home demand 
for coal. In the course of the latter half of 1920 the British 
miners felt all security slipping from under their feet. Their 
long-standmg demand for nationalisation* had to give way to 

^Nineteenth Abstract of Labour Statistics of the United Kingdom, 
1928, p. 79 

• Statistisches Jahrbuch f d, Deutsche Reich, 1926, p, 304 

• Robert Smillie, in moving a resolution on the T.U. Congress, 

1919, in favour of nationalisation, remarked, I find that since the 
year 1882 this Congress has actually passed no less than forty-two 
resolutions in favour of the general principle of nationalisation. , . 

It IS over twenty years since the Congress first passed a resolution 
aflSrming the prmciple that the mmeral wealth of the country 
ought to be the wealth of the State, and not of individuals '' 
(Report of the T,U. Congress, 1919 PP 259-60.) 
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less radical proposals, and, finally, nothing was left to them but 
to carry on a prolonged, costly, and, withal, hopeless battle for 
a living wage. In their despair, the miners downed tools on 
October 18, 1920, whereupon the Government moved for an 
Emergency Powers Act, and earned it on October 28, The Act 
has become one of the most powerful weapons m the hands of 
Government authority, equal to the old-time Suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, which serv^ed Pitt and Lord Sidmouth 
against the Enghsh Jacobms and workmg-class Radicals m the 
last years of Qie eighteenth and the first quarter of the nineteenth 
centuries. On November 3 the stoppage was settled by com- 
promise, which merely postponed the denouement of the crisis. 
It was but the end of the first act of the tragedy which was to 
occupy the pubhc stage up to the end of 1926. It called forth the 
whole heroism which Bntish workmen are capable of and entailed 
immense suffering on milhons of men, women, and children. 
The tragedy rolled on. On February 15, 1921, the Government 
announced decontrol of coal, which took effect on March 31, 1921. 
The owners got back the full control of the mines, and at once 
proposed drastic wage reductions and settlement by districts. 
The miners rejected the proposals and were locked out. The 
sympathy of the whole working class went out to the miners , 
the Triple Alliance was stirred to action. A stoppage of the 
whole traffic by land and water was fixed for Fnday, April 15, 
1921. The Government mobihsed all available armed forces, 
and declared a State of Emergency ; there was tension in 
London, and an mtervention of the Government m favour of 
the miners seemed hkely. In the last moment, however, at 
midnight Apnl 15, Frank Hodges, the miners’ secretary, threw 
a plank over the yawnmg gulf and pourparlers with both parties 
were opened, which enabled the leaders of the railwayman and 
the transport workers to recede from the partiapation m the 
stoppage. There was no doubt that the masses were ready to 
respond to the call for a general strike, but the spell was broken. 
There were charges against the leaders of having betrayed the 
m|htant working class, and the Fnday, April 15, 1921, was black 
i^ked in the calendar of advanced Labour, and became knovm 
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as Black Friday/’ The miners, however, with their indomitable 
perserverance, fought on tiU June, when starvation forced them 
into submission. Henceforth, with the exception of one day 
C* Red Friday,” July 31, 1925), the initiative was with the ownexs- 
In the second half of 1923, owing to the French occupation of the 
Ruhr Valley (the mam German coalfields) and the consequent 
paralysis of the German metal industry, the depression in the 
British coal and metal industries somewhat hfted, and in 1924 
the miners succeeded in getting their mmimum wage raised. 
l?i^ith'the re-opening of the Ruhr coalfields the Bntish coal crisis 
reasserted itself- The owners knew no other remedy but wage 
reductions and the inorease of the weekly working hours, and 
gave notice to terminate the agreement oi 1924 on July 31, 19125. 
The miners, led by A. J. Cook, the successor of Frank Ho<%es, 
argued — and in this they used the arguments of the 
whole Labour movement — ^that worsening of the labour 
conditions would not mend matters, and that the remedy 
was to be found m a reorganisation of the industry on 
rational lines which would mcrease its productive efficiency 
and competitive power, and, pending the results of re- 
construction, the State should grant a subsidy to the in- 
dustry. The owners and the Government spumed the miners 
views. The Prime Minister (Mr Baldwin) set his face against 
the subsidy, but recommended the settmg up of a Royal Com- 
mission to mquire mto the coal mdustry. The mmers, remem- 
bering the fate of the Sankey Commission, fought shy of further 
inquiries. Both parties then prepared for the worst. Interviews 
and negotiations havmg proved abortive, the General Council 
stepped in, and on July 30, 1925, the leaders of the railway and 
transport workers issued notices to refuse to handle coal after 
midnight of Friday, July 31 The pubhcation of the notices had 
an electric effect on the Prime Minister . the general strike was, 
after all, going to matenalise After an mterview with the miners 
on Friday i July 31, he granted the subsidy and requested the 
owners to suspend the notices ; on the other hand, the miners 
withdrew their opposition to the Royal Commission. 

The victory of the mmers and the sohdarityof the trade union 
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world manifested on Fnday, July 31, or '' Red Friday/' was 
regarded in some quarters as a humiliating defeat of all 
Government authority, and it was felt desirable to render any 
similar attempt on the part of Labour impossible. The nine 
months of the subsidies (August i, 1925, to April 30, 1926) 
allowed time enough for preparations In September, 1923, 
the Organisation for the Maintenance of Supphes (a purely 
voluntary organisation) was instituted. In October most of the 
Communist leaders were imprisoned for six and twelve months 
respectively. In November, 1925, local authorities were circu- 
larised and their duties in the event of a strike explained. 
Stocks of coal were laid in, adequate for a five months’ stoppage; 
and large additions were made to the pohce. ^ The Commimists 
urged the formation of proletarian Defence Corps, propa- 
ganda in the Army and Navy, agreement with the co-operative 
societies for supplying" the miners with food — ^finally, assump- 
tion by the Trades Union Congress of Government functions ; 
that is, the organisation of a Soviet Government The General 
Council, however, was from the outset determined not to give 
cause for prosecutions or persecutions, hoping that organised 
Labour would succeed in getting the Prime Minister to contmue 
the subsidy. Meanwhile the Government had set up a Royal 
Comnussion, under the chairmanship of Sir Herbert Samuel, 
which issued on March 6, 1926, an exhaustive and instructive 
Report, recommending thorough reconstruction of production and 
marketing of coal, discontinuance of the subsidy, retention of the 
seven hours’ day, and a wage reduction. Neither the owners 
nor the mmers accepted the Report. The general strike again 
loomed on the horizon, but this time the Government and the 
propertied classes were fully prepared for any emergency. In- 
deed, for an economically dependent class, a chance victory 
over a powerful ruling class, is more dangerous than a defeat : 
the Roman slave rebellion under Spartacus, and the English 
p^ant war under Wat Tyler are the^ classic examples of that 

^ BHHsh Public and the General Strike, by Kingsley Martin, 
Bmdon, 1926, pp, 55-56. 
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lesson. The Government and the influential men and women of 
the rulmg class conceived the general strike as an attack on con- 
stitutional government, on law and order, and as leading to ruin 
and anarchy. (Mr. Baldwin, in the BriUsh Gazette, May 6, 
1926.) On the other side, the leaders of Labour thought 
of nothing’ else than a few days manifestation of working- 
class sohdarity with the miners' cause, as the noblest ex- 
pression of loyalty to their long-suflering brethren in the 
coalfields, in order to impress upon the Government the urgent 
necessity of continumg the subsidy imtil reorganisation of the 
mines was^well under way. From the middle of April, 1926, 
innumerable meetings, interviews, and conferences were held 
between the miners and the General Council, between the latter 
and the Government ; a Special Conference of the Executives of 
all important unions sat smce April 29, 1926, in London ; but 
no peaceful solution of the crisis was in sight. The owners 
insisted on an extension of the working day and a wage reduction , 
the Government refused to contmue the subsidy , the mmers 
defended the status quo. The battle was joined. It needed but a 
shght incident to cause the guns to go ofi On April 30 the King 
signed a Proclamation declaring a State of Emergency , the 
Government departments were busy with mobilismg the armed 
and civil forces ; on May i the lock-out of over a million mmers 
took effect ; on the same day the special Conference of the Union 
Executives approved by 3,653,529 votes to 49,911 the proposal 
for a general stoppage to begin at midnight of May 4. The 
negotiations with the Government were still going on the whole 
of May 3, when, late in the night, the fatal mcident happened. 
The machine workers of the Daily Mail refused to print an article 
which, in their opinion, was a gross hbel on the trade umons, 
calculated to mflame public opinion and set class against class. 
Mr. Baldwm, mformed by telephone of that mcident, declared 
this to have been the first move in the general strike " and broke 
off all negotiations 

On May 4, 1926, the general or national strike began. The 
response of the workers surpassed all expectations. The best paid 
categories of employees obeyed the call of the General CoundL 
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The industries that were to be included in the stnke were 
transport, railway service, pnnting and newspaper business, 
metals, bmldmg (except sanitary, health, and food services). 
But only transport, railways, Press, metal workers, and gas and 
electrical workers concerned with the supply of power for in- 
dustry or a total of 1,580,000 persons, besides the miners, were 
called up as the first hne of defence. They were eventually 
to be joined by the electncians, gas-workers, etc., as second 
line, who would have done their duty by the miners. The 
General Council decided, however, not to go to the length of 
stopping hght, food distribution, etc. From the number 
of persons involved in the stoppage it could not reasonably be 
called a general stnke, but the absence of traffic and daily papers 
created the impression that the whole national hfe was brought 
to a standstill. Most of the daily papers did not appear at all, 
and some only in a considerably reduced size. The Government 
estabhshed the British Gazette as its organ , the General Council 
the British Worker ; the Communists issued typewritten bulletins. 
In these papers the Government and Labour gave their views and 
news concerning the stoppage. The British Gazette informed the 
public that the strike meant civil war , the British Worker 
assured that it was nothing of the kind, but an industrial dispute 
which from particular circumstances assumed larger dimensions 
than former strikes. Towards the end of the first week, when, 
owing to a shortage of raw materials or fuel, other workshops 
and factories began to shut down and the stoppage threatened to 
become reaUy general, Sir Herbert Samuel hurried back from 
Italy to London, and, after havmg an interview with the Minister 
for Mines, approached the General Council and submitted to them 
a memorandum embod3rmg the conditions which were believed 
to be susceptible of forming a basis for a resumption of negotia- 
tions. The General Council, after discussmg and altering the 
memorandum, agreed with Sir Herbert that a basis for negotia- 
tions was formed and deaded to terimnate the stoppage Two 
members of the General Cotmcil called at noon, May 12, 1926, 
on Mr. Baldwin, who, accompanied by half a dozen State 
Secretanes and Ministers, received the surrender — ^so the British 
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Gazette expressed it — of the Labour leaders. The General Council 
issued an order to strikers to return to work. The lailwaymen, 
transport workers, compositors and printers gradually obeyed 
the order, but the mmers rejected the memorandum, the 
lockout contmued durmg the long summer and autumn, 
for over six weary and ternble months, until it accomplished 
the work of attntion. Poor relief, borrowings from co-s 
operative societies, contnbutions from trade unions, British 
and foreign — ^the Russians sent over 100, 000 — ^fell far short 
oi satisfying the most elementary needs of the locked-out famihes. 
At the beginning of November, 1926, their endurance was at an end. 
Starved and brok^, the miners surrendered at discretion, leaving 
some hundred thousands of them to penury and acute distress. 

Apart from the misery in the mining districts, the national 
strike and the mmmg dispute left their mark on the Statute 
Book of the Realm In 1927 the Government earned the Trade 
Disputes and Trade Unions Act, wjiich brands as illegal general 
and sympathetic stakes, restnets picketmg, makes the law 
courts the final arbiters of the legality or illegality of stake 
activities, and tends to upset the financial basis of the Inbour 
Party by the contractmg-in clause only those trade unionists 
may contribute to the pohtical fund (that is to the fund of the 
Labour Party) who declare m writmg on a special form that 
they are willing to be levied for that purpose. The income of the 
Labour Party for the year 1927-28 was ihereby seriously reduced. 

4. — REFLECTIONS ON THE GENERAL STRIKE AND LABOUR 

The attitude and utterances of some of the propertied classy 
and their newspapers during the general strike afforded sufficient 
evidence of the existence of large and mfluential circles in Great 
Britain who stiU look on the working population as lower orders 
and on their mdependent actions as rebeikous This bodes ill 
for the future of a country which is involved m a new industrial 
revolution, with all its consequent dislocations, disturbances, 
and necessarily painful readjustments. 

The nine days national stoppage disclosed the strength and 
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determination of the masses to go ahead with the fight. There is 
much potential revolutionary feehng among the British working 
class , they will one day, as the new industnal revolution untolds 
itself, rise up again and change their leaders and organisations, 
unless there is a change of attitude of the upper classes and 
higher officialdom, and rationahsation proves capable of satisfying 
the needs of the working population. A study of the last British 
general strike, such as attempted by Kingsley Martin m his 
Bntish Pubhc and the General Strike, or as rhapsodically given by 
H. G. Wells in his Meanwhile, is well worth imdertaking and 
pondering over. 

On the other hand, there is no reason to concur m the charges 
of treason and cowardice levelled at the men of the Black 
Friday ” and May 12, 1926. As a matter of fact, the trade union 
leader can do nothing with the idea of a revolutionary general 
strike , this is, in his eyes, if at all practicable, an eminently 
political affair, involving ultimately the taking over of Govern- 
ment by the Labour Farty. He thinks in industrial terms, he 
deals with labour conditions and not with social problems His 
proper function, he has come to learn, is negotiating with em- 
ployers, and not overthrowing Capital. His ambition is to be a 
successful negotiator, to pit his intellect against that of the big 
industrial employer, and outwit a board of directors. In this 
state of mind, leaders are not hkely to respond with alacrity when 
called upon to marshal the men into battle array and fight to a 
finish The more the antagonistic nature of the dispute asserts 
itself, the more is their mind inclmed to turn towards some 
solution which affords negotiating and mediating free scope. 
This happened towards the end of the first week of the general 
stnke, when Sir Herbert Samuel appeared on the scene with his 
memorandum There is no betrayal in such a turn of the dispute , 
it proceeds logically from the inclination and conviction of those 
leaders ; far from thinking that they are betraying the cause of 
Labour, they themselves feel betrayed by those who manoeuvre 
them into a general strike This was the feehng of the General 
Council (except A. J. Cook) all along during the nine days from 
May 4 to 12, 1926. And the same feehng swayed the leaders of 
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the Labour Party. They all went into the fight actuated by a 
sense of loyalty, and not by reasoned conviction. The leading 
men of the Trades Union Congress and the Labour Party are 
moving now on parallel lines, because their respective spheres 
are bemg clearly defined. Harmony reigns between the 
political and industrial wing of the organised working class. 
Both wings have been co-ordmating their measures against the 
Left opposition, the Mmonty movement and the Communists. 
It has taken three years (1925-28) of patient effort to make the 
trade unions conform to the anti-Communist resolutions of the 
Labour Party. 


5 — ^RISE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY 

One of the symptoms of the struggles in the years 1917-21 was 
the rise of a Communist Party which mstituted itself as the 
British Section of the Third (Moscow) International. Its direct 
influence has not been commensurate with its efforts ; even in the 
years 1925-26, which were quite favourable to the growth of a 
revolutionary working-class party, the ultimate increase of its 
membership was disappointmg The number of its members was 
m 1928 about 3,000 to 4,000 in all. But its mdirect influence on 
all those trade union elements who have been dissatisfied with an 
industrial leadership which shuns fightmg has been considerable, 
though here, again, many of those elements have kept aloof from 
the Communist Party, and have formed organisations or move- 
ments of their own. The opposition to the Labour Party policy 
or trade union leadership — such as the Left Wing, the Mmority 
Movement, the Cook-Maxton conferences — ^while in contact with, 
or promoted by, the Communists, consists m the main of non- 
Communists. But, small in number as they are, the Communists 
have everywhere been m the thick of the battle. The 
Labour Party Executive, in rejectmg the application of the 
Communist Party for affihation, stated that the '' energy and 
enthusiasm of the Communists is undoubted.” (Report of the 
Annual Conference of the Labour Party, 1924, pp. 3 ^“‘ 39 -) ^ 
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H. G. Wells's Meanwhile it is said of the Commiuiists, in connec- 
tion with the general strike of May 16, 1926, The only people in 
aU the tangle of affairs who seem to have any hfe in them and any 
real go are — don't be startled — ^the Communist Party. They can 
take risks and sacnfice themselves — quite horrible risks they will 
face " Yet they are far from growmg into a mass movement, 
and could not do their work without the financial backing from 
the Communist International. Maybe that their day will arrive 
when a Labour Government, backed by a majority of its own, 
disappoints the hopes of the workmg class. This will be the 
crucial time of the Bntish Labour movement. 

The Communist Party was estabhshed m 1920-21. On July 31 
and August i, 1920, a conference of the British Socialist Party, 
the Scottish Socialist Labour Party, and similar groups took place 
in London, with the view of forming a Communist Party, The 
main discussion turned on two questions • adhesion to the Third 
International ; affiliation to the Labour Party The first question 
was soon settled : a resolution in favour of adhesion to the Third 
International was carried by acclamation. The second question 
gave rise to a serious difference of opinion , a strong minority 
argued against affiliation. It was only at the end of January, 
1921, that the representatives of the above-mentioned organi- 
sations, assembled in conference at Leeds, arrived at a decision 
in favour of affiliation and formed the Communist Party of Great 
Britaidi (C.P.G.B.), The Party Executive apphed for affihation 
to the Labour Party. Thel matter came up for final decision at 
the Labour Party Annual Conference, 1924. After an exhaustive 
debate, a card vote was taken on the following three resolutions: 
“ I. That the application of the Communist Party for affihation 
be refused." Carried by 3,185,000 votes to 193,000 “ 2. That no 
member of the Communist Party be eligible for endorsement as 
a Labour candidate for Parliament or any local authonty " 
Carried by 2,456,000 to 654,000. ** 3. That no member of the 

Communist Party be ehgible for membership of the Labour 
Party." Carried by 1,804,000 to 1,540,000. A year later the 
Annual Conference of the Labour Party passed a resolution by 
2,870,000 votes to 321,000 asking the trade unions to refram 
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from sending members of the Communist Party as delegates to 
Labour Party conferences or meetings. Slowly but surely the 
trade union executives conformed to the request of the Labour 
Party. They could not proceed against the Communists on the 
same grounds as the Labour Party, smce ehgibihty for union 
membership does not depend on political or any other views, 
but on the industrial status The trade unions can only proceed 
against members who are endangering the interests of the 
organisation. In 1927 and 1928 the Communists were, so to 
spes^, reduced in rank, because, in the opinion of the executives, 
their speeches and actions had the tendency or the effect of 
splitting the unions or redudng their membership. The Com- 
munists and their adherents and sympathisers m fedfinority 
Movement or Left Wing were in many cases disqualified from 
bemg elected as delegates or holding any ofi&ce or any position of 
authority in the trade unions. The ban on the Communists is all 
but complete. 

Up to 1928 the Communist electoral policy was friendly to 
official Labour candidates. As a rule, they supported them at 
elections and refrained from running candidates against them. 
Only in constituencies where there was no Labour candidates 
did the Communists put up their own. At the general election 
of October, 1924, they contested eight seats, with the following 
results : Saklatvala (Battersea), 15,096 votes — ^mcrease against 
1923, 2,755 votes; Stewart (Dundee), 8,340 votes — decrease 
2,000 ; Wall (Streatham), 3,204 votes ; Vaughan (Bethnal Green), 
6,024 votes — ^increase 773 , Tom Mann, 2,605 votes ; William 
Paul (Rusholme), 5,328 votes — increase 38 ; Geddes (Greenock), 
7,590 votes — decrease 3,000, Dunstan (Birmingham), 7,158 
votes. The eight candidates polled a total of 55,345 votes. 

The year 1928 marked a tummg-point in the Communist 
electoral pohcy. The Communist International decided that the 
Communists should everywhere put up candidates agamst Social 
Democracy or Labour Parties This decision was put to the test 
for the first time at a by-election in North Aberdeen (August, 
1928) , with the following result : Wedgwood Benn (Labour) , 10,640 
votes ; Sandeman (Con.), 4,696 ; Ferguson (Co mmunis t), 2,6x8 ; 



420 GREAT BRITAIN INL TRANSFORMATION, 1917-28 


Rutherford (Lib.), 2,337 votes. At the next general election 
(1929) 15 to 20 Communist candidates will run against some of 
most prominent Labour leaders. Ramsay MacDonald, the 
Parhamentary and spiritual leader of the Labour Party and 
parliamentary candidate for Seaham Harbour, will be opposed by 
the Communist, Harry Pollitt (boilermaker), the most persuasive 
and respected speaker of the Communists. 

The main Communist organ is the Labour Monthly, always 
notable for Palme Dutt's comments on the current events in the 
Labour Movement. 


6.— LABOUR PARTY, ITS GROWTH AND POLICY, I918-28 

The growth of the voting strength of the Labour Party has 
been proceeding without interruption and without reverse, as 
may be seen from the following table * 


General Election 

Seats Contested 

Members returned 

Labour Vote. 

1918 

316 

57 

2,244,945 

1922 

414 

142 

4.236,733 

19^3 

427 

191 

4.348,379 

1924 

514 

151 

5,487,620 


The number of members oscillates round three milhons, but 
this IS not so reliable a gauge as the voting strength. The party 
draws its votes mamly from the trade imion world , probably 
90 per cent, of the party voters have been working men and 
women, and only lo per cent, professional men and women. 
The electoral progress of the party has been most marked in the 
industrial and commercial centres, while in the counties there are 
large stretches of land not touched yet by pohtical Labour. 
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There is no doubt that the party will in the future turn its atten- 
tion more and more to the agricultural districts, where, however, 
it will meet with the rivalry of the Liberals and the entrenched 
positions of the Conservatives, 

The organisation of the working women is being carefully 
attended to by the chief woman officer. Dr. Marion Philhps, 
At the annual conference of the labour women held at Ports- 
mouth in May, 1928, there were 663 delegates, representing 476 
women's sections, 71 divisional and local Labour Parties, and 
116 trade unions, co-operative and sociahst societies. The organ 
of the movement is the monthly Labour Woman, 

The most hr^rtant event in the political history of the last 
decade was the assumption of Government office by the Labour 
Party at the end of January, 1924. Although it lasted only to 
the end of October — about nine months in ail — ^and although it 
had no majority of its own, it has left an indelible impression on 
social thought. The grandchildren of the labouring poor," as 
the working class was called at the end of the eighteenth century, 
and the children of the “ lower orders," as the working class was 
known in the middle of the nmeteenth century, controlled — as 
far as any Government can control — ^the destinies of Great 
Bntain and, to a large extent, the British Empire. The mere 
thought of it would have staggered or convulsed with laughter 
the statesmen of a century ago The deeds and measures of the 
Labour Government are of much less importance than the fact 
of its existence. The year 1924 is an epoch-making one m British 
history. Our grandchildren, from their more favourable angle 
of vision, will get a truer perspective of the magnitude of 
the event. 

Linked with this event are — Ramsay MacDonald as Prime 
Minister and Foreign Secretary, Philip Snowden as Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, John Wheatley as Mimster of Health, and 
Sidney Webb as President of the Board of Trade. 

The stabihsation of mtemational peace was partly attempted, 
partly promoted, by the MacDonald Government through the 
recognition of the Russian Soviet Government, the Dawes Plan, 
the Geneva Protocol, and the draft agreement of commerce and 

2C 
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amity with the Soviet Government. The Imperial interests were 
safeguarded through a policy of continuity in relation to Egypt, 
the Mossul dispute, India, etc,, whereby strategical and com- 
mercial considerations were its motives. The leader of the 
Labour Party and British Prime Mmister disillusioned the leaders 
of the revolutionary nationahst elements in Egypt, Turkey, and 
India. And Mr. Snowden's Budget was in the best Radical 
'‘breakfast table" tradition. In home affairs, Wheatley's 
Housmg Act, the improvement m Unemployment Insurance, the 
prehminary work for widows' and orphans' pensions, and for 
the extension of the suffrage to young women, were greatly to 
|he credit of the Labour Government. The year 1924 was, 
besides, the only one in tlffe series from 1921 to 1928 in which the 
total increase of wages overbalanced the total decrease. Most 
beneficial of all was the influence of the Labour Government on 
the progressive movements in Europe. 

In the first week of October, 1924, through a combined Conser- 
vative-Liberal action, the position of the Labour Government 
became critical. The refusal of the Government to assent to the 
appomtment of a Committee to inquire into the quashing of the 
prosecution of J. R. Campbell, the editor of the Communist 
weekly paper, resulted m its defeat. On October 9, MacDonald 
dissolved Parhament. After twenty days of a most passionately 
fought , electoral campaign — ^in which the so-called Zinovieff 
Letter, and in reality the fight against the British-Russian draft 
agreement, played a sinister part— the election took place on 
October 29, 1924, and resulted in an overwhelming victory of the 
Conservative Party. 

The nine-months Labour Government strengthened, on the 
one hand, the reformist tendencies of the leaders of the Labour 
movement as against the revolutionists, while, on the other hand, 
they produced much dissatisfaction in advanced Labour and 
sociahst circles, who had expected the Government to stand in 
trade disputes by the trade unions, instead of which they were 
amazed to hear that a Labour Government must be, and was 
indeed, prepared to have recourse to the Emergency Powers Act 
against the workers. The trade union weeklies and monthlies — 
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particularly the railwayraen's, engineers’, woodworkers’, and 
foundry workers’— were filled with closely reasoned discussions 
of socialist pohcy, class struggle, Marxism, communism, which 
exhibited a very high level of social and economic thinking. 
The national organisations of both the Minority Movement in 
the trade unions and the Left Wmg in the Labour Party were 
formed in that memorable year 1924. 


7.— THE ESSENCE OF LABOUR PARTY AND TRADE UNIONIST POLICY 

i t f 

The^^eat majority of trade unionists and Labour members, 
however, accept in the mam the pohcy of their leaders, whida 
may be thus formulated: 

There is no collapse of the capitalist system, but it cannot be 
denied that it is dangerously out of gear, that there is a serious 
disproportion between the vanous mdustries and between pro- 
duction and consumption, between supply and effective demand, 
resulting in chaotic conditions which make themselves pamfuEy 
felt in the hfe of the workers in the shape of unemployment and 
decreasing wages. A reconstruction of the system of production 
and distribution is necessary. This is recognised on ah hands ; 
enlightened and progressive employers are ready to undertake it. 
But there is another important factor to be considered : the 
working classes have grown into a great pohtical power they 
can make and unmake governments , they can promote or 
prevent reconstruction. To this the workers may retort : “ It is 
not at all our business to help reconstruct a system that exploits 
and degrades us , let it pensh, and we shah rebuild an mdustrial 
system on socialist hnes for ourselves.” The leaders' reply is as 
fohows, ” Socialist society cannot be erected on the ruined 
capitalist system, but on its fuUest development ; the reconstruc- 
tion which IS wanted means rationalisation and amalgamation ; the 
small scale, wasteful undertakings are eliminated , the productive 
forces raised; the sources of wealth are made to flow abundantly. 
At the same time the number of mdependent employers decreases, 
while the number of workers increases, and not only in number, 
but in organisation, knowledge, and executive abihty. The whole 
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process amounts, indeed, to a gradual, orderly progress towards 
socialism Continuity and gradualness, and not, as Marx 
thought, revolution and catastrophes, will lead us to emancipa- 
tion. We ask you, therefore, to co-operate with the captains 
of industry m the great task of reconstruction ; but you 
must have a voice in the management , you must mfluence the 
course of reconstruction in your own interests, material as well 
as moral. This will be a step forward in the democratisation of 
industry, and will constitute one of those reforms which are in 
their very nature socialistic — that is, in full conformity with our 
aim. Furthermore, if you give us a majority in Parhament we 
shall legislate for all those reforms which are calculated to protect 
you from excessive exploitation, and which are promotmg 
sociahsation, such as nationahsation of the mines, railways, etc. 
Your work in the factory and in the council chamber with the 
capitalists, and our work in Parhament — mdustrial and political 
action — ^will be complementary to one another. In short, our 
aim and end is socialism through democratic reforms and con- 
stitutional methods. The nature of the British Constitution 
operates in our favour. It knows no finality. It is flexible 
Any j>aft of it may be changed by Act of Parliament. Bom 
in the struggle for freedom, it is broadening down, as Dicey 
demonstrated, from pohtical to social precedent.”^ 

This is the essence of the Labour Party policy, expressed in the 
various resolutions and in the new programme Labour and the 
Nation, and approved by the Annual Conference of the Labour 
Party in Birmmgham, October, 1928. And this is the meaning 
of the new trade unionist policy as expressed in the Mond-Tumer 
conferences. 

The years 1927-28 marked the beginning of a new period of 
trade union pohcy. If the years 1917-21 formed a penod of 
trade union offensive and the years 1921-26 of trade union 
defensive, the years 1927-28 initiated a period of mdustnal 
armistice and even co-operation, with strong concentration of 
the Labour forces on electoral and parliamentary activity. The 

^ Cf Dicey, Law and Optmon in England^ ed. 1924, pp 2 11-302, 
and John Morley, Life of Cohden, I., pp. 302-03. 
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Anglo-Russian Advisory Council was discontinued and the rela- 
tions with the Russian trade unions were broken off. The new 
policy took its start from a suggestion of George Hicks, who, as 
president of the General Council in 1926-27, opened the Fifty- 
Nmth Trades Union Congress in Edmburgh (September, 1927) 
with an address in which the following passage occurred. Our 
trade unions have not yet reached the limit of their development. 
Rather I would say that we are just at the beginning of their 
constructive period. . . . Practically nothmg has yet been done 
to establish effective machinery of jomt conference between the 
representative oxgamsations entitled to speak for mdustry as a 
whole . . . and who have responsibihty for the conduct of 
industry and know its problems at first hand. . . , Discussioif 
on these fines would bring both sides face to face with the hard 
realities of the present economic situation, and might 5deld useful 
results m showmg how far and on what terms co-operation is 
possible m a common endeavour to improve the efficiency of 
mdustry and to raise the workers' standard of life/' While the 
whole Press welcomed the suggestion of Hicks, the employers' 
organisations remamed mdifferent, until Sir Alfred Mond (now 
Lord Melchett) took the imtiative and, m a letter of November 23, 
1927, invited the General Council to a conference with the view 
of discussing questions concernmg the entire field of industnal 
organisation and industnal relations The General Council ac- 
cepted the invitation, and on January 12, 1928, the first full joint 
conference of twenty-seven of the most proxmnent Bntish em- 
ployers and the General Council took place. The leader of the 
employers' group was Sir Alfred Mond, the leader qf the General 
Council was its president for 1927 — ^Ben Turner. There were in 
the months January — July, 1928, a dozen conferences, presided 
over alternately by Sir Alfred Mond and Ben Turner. The dis- 
cussions dealt with the finance and management of industry, new 
developments in technology and organisation, methods of ration- 
alisation, means for assunng the security of the workers and 
for setting up a National Industrial Council and conciliation 
machinery for settling disputes. The employers declared that 
reconstruction had become a vital necessity, which, however. 
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needed the co-operatxon of the workers; changes m the industrial 
system were inevitable, and m order that they should be brought 
about in a constitutional, peaceful manner, national arrangements 
for a constant and friendly exchange of views between Capital 
and Labour were to be instituted. The trade unions were thus 
not only recognised as a bargaining factor in collective agreements 
regarding wages and hours of work, but as national organs in the 
reconstruction and management of industry. Next to Lord 
Melchett, Lord Weir, Sir David Milne-Watson, and George 
Hicks, though the latter does not hke all the imphcations of the 
new policy, the initial success of the Mond-Turner conferences 
is due to Walter Citrine, the general secretary of the General 
touncil, and to J H Thomas. 

Some leaders of Labour regard the new development as an 
important step in the direction of industrial democracy, of raising 
the industrial status of Labour to the political level. The Mond- 
Turner Conferences were approved by the Sixtieth Trades Union 
Congress in Swanse‘a (September, 1928) by an overwhelming 
majority. Both the Labour Party and the Trade Union Congress 
look upon the present as a transition penod from capitalism to 
socialism. The co-operation m mdustry is the counterpart to 
the political coalition of the social democratic Labour Parties 
with the progressive parties m Parliament and Government. 
Here IS one of the most salient differences between them and the 
Communists The former regard industrial co-operation with 
enhghtened Capital, and pohtical coalition with progressive 
parties, as the appropriate and most beneficial policy of Labour 
in the transition period from capitahsm to socialism ; while the 
Communists regard the dictatorship of the proletariat as the 
proper government during the transition period, in which capitalist 
society will be transformed into a socialist society. The Com- 
munists argue that there can be no co-operation between Capital 
and Labour for the benefit of the latter , no equahty of status 
of the proprietors and the proletariat is possible, smce those who 
possess the means of hfe are the masters of those whom they can 
starve , no matter how strong democratically mmded Labour is, 
it will always get the worst, unless it adopts revolutionary 
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methods. The Communists, the Left Wing, the Minority move- 
ment, the Cook-Maxton opposition, ^ are, however, numerically 
too weak to deflect labour fmm its strictly evolutionary course 
mapped out for it by Sidney Webb jn his wntings since 1884, 
and by Ramsay MacDonald in his Socialism and Society (1905). 

* Cook and Maxton, Our Case, London, 1928 ; Socialist Review, 
monthly organ of the I L P , edited by J. Strachey, who keeps the 
reader well informed on these questions 
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THE YEARS 1929-39 

I — ^THE DIFFICULTIES OF LABOUF GOVERNMENTS 

The British Labour organisations, both m the form of trade 
unions and of electoral bodies, exhibit a certain rhythm in their 
movement for the amelioration of the social conditions of the 
wage-earners Whenever their weight as trade unions proves 
insufficient to achieve their purpose, they concentrate, in con- 
stituency and municipality, on their political power as democratic 
citizens, and vice vena This rhythm has increasingly manifested 
itseh since the second Reform Bill (1867) and the Local Govern- 
ment Act (1888) 

The years 1926-28, following the defeat of the national stoppage 
and the prolonged contest of the mmers, formed a period of trade 
union decline and deterioration of the labour conditions. It 
was therefore not difficult to foresee that the mam efforts of the 
Labour organisations would soon be directed towards political 
action, in order to bring their votmg power to bear upon Parlia- 
ment, with a view to abrogation of the Trade Disputes Act 
(1927) and to obtaining social reform laws, particularly in favour 
of the miners and the unemployed 
The political propaganda against the Baldwin Government 
proved very popular in Labour circles and resulted m surprismgly 
large successes at the General Election of 1929. The votes 
polled by the Labour candidates rose from 5,487,820 in 1924 
to 8,362,594 in 1929, and the number of members of the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party increased from 151 to 289, agamst 269 
Conservatives and 59 Liberals The Labour Party thus emerged 
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from the election as the strongest single Party, but could only 
form a Government with the co-operation of the Liberals. Mr. 
Ramsay MacDonald, the leader of the Labour Party, took over 
the Premiership. 

The real difficulties of Labour and Socialist Governments, as 
the post-war events amply demonstrated, always and everywhere 
begin after the victory, no matter whether the victcny is the 
result of a revolution or of constitutional methods. The diffi- 
culties arise from two sources* (i) the exaggerated hopes and the 
T^gency of the demands of the workmg classes for immediate 
improv^l^^, (ii) the opposition of the propertied classes to 
any policy of ^ ffir-reaching ^xinomic reform advocated by 
Socialists. With these difficulties a Labour Gwemment haa 
seriously to reckon and to provide for even in case of having an 
absolute majority; and the difficulties grow quite formidable 
if it has to depend for a majority on another Parhamentary 
party. The MacDonald Government was in the latter portion 
in 1929-31, as it had been in 1924. 

The experience of the difficulties in 1924 might have hardened 
and strengthened the determination of Labour Leaders of the 
type of Keir Hardie and John Wheatley to move boldly forward 
and not to be daunted in their effort to implement the electoral 
programme as far as the immediate needs of Labour are ad- 
eemed Those men loved the common people; and their love 
was the imerring and driving motive of their Socialist activities. 
The effect of the experience of 1924 on Ramsay MacDonald and 
Philip Snowden was the opposite* it weakened their faith in 
social reform as demanded by the labouring masses, and it 
strengthened their respect for the wide economic knowledge and 
financial dexterity of the captains of commerce and industry. 

The nine months of office of MacDonald and Snowden in 1924, 
disclosed to them a world, not at all corresponding with that 
which they, as old propagandists of Socialism, had been wont to 
theorise upon and to subject to severe criticism. On the assump- 
tion of their high offices in 1929 — one as Prime Minister, and the 
other as Chancellor of the Exchequer — ^they were chastened and 
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timid men, and their dependence on Liberal co-operation was 
surely not calculated to fill them with courage 
The Labour Government could thus neither carry the repeal of 
the Trade Disputes Act nor improve the condition of the miners 
or effectively amend the Unemployment Insurance Act, for which 
the trade unions were clamouring. After the first twelve months 
of the Labour Government, disappointment was growing among 
the labourmg masses, for the percentage of unemployed was 
rising. In 1929 it amounted to 10-4 of the insured workers; 
in 1930 it rose to 16 *0 At the Nottmgham Trades Union 
Congress (1930) the work of the Labour Government found many 
severe critics among the delegates, to whom Mr. (later Sir) Ben 
Turner replied* 

Ih recent days there have been a number of our own people 
both in the Trade Union and the political world who have been 
decrymg the present Labour Government for their alleged 
inefficiency and ineffectiveness, and who have been prophesymg 
that in the next election we are going to be down and out I 
want to repudiate all such notions '' {Trades XJmon Congress 
RepoH, 1930, p. 289). 

. .The events of 1931 proved that the prophets had not prophesied 
fcivam/ blit none of them could have foreseen the calamitous 
n^ature of the fulfilment of the prophecy, for none could then 
have foreseen the reactions of the American industrial crisis and 
the financial catastrophe in Austria and Germany on Bntish 
politics. 


2— THE ECONOMIC CRISIS 

The post-war years were m the U.SA., and partly also in 
Central and Western Europe, a period of vast economic activities, 
industrial reconstruction and technical re-equipment, generally 
known as rationahsation. In the years 1924 to 1929 all those 
countries enjoyed great prosperity. The effective demand was 
ever5rwhere large, particularly m the U.S A., and came not only 
from exporters but from the home market. Agriculture and 
manufacture grew prodigiously and, outstripping even the con- 
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stantly increasing consumption, finally resulted in the U.S.A. in 
overproduction of commodities and in over-speculation in 
industrial and financial securities. In the autumn of 1929 
came the collapse of paces and profits, with its mevitable restric- 
tion of production, rapid increase of unemployment, runs on the 
deposit banks, and suspension of payments. The coUapse of the 
American economic structure, which had been deemed to be 
impregnable, shook the whole complicated, yet finely balanced, 
fabric of mtemational credit. 

: The distrust communicated itself to the financial centres of 
Europe^ apd soon made itself most painfully felt in Central 
Europe — ^in Austria and Germany — ^for, in addition to their 
financial weakness, ihe rapid rise of tl^ Naj^i Party ws paralysing 
trade and commerce The Nazis made no secret of their deter- 
mination to repudiate all War Reparation payments, to destroy 
the Versailles Treaty, and to outlaw the Jews. Their pro- 
gramme meant war against the beneficiaries of the Versailles 
Treaty, and revolutionary changes at home. In September 1930, 
at the General Election m Germany, the Parliamentary repre- 
sentation of the Nazi Party rose from fourteen to over a hundred 
members, and disorder became the order of the day. German 
pubhc hfe appeared to lose aU stability. 

^ The effect of the Nazi successes at the September election 
(1930) proved disastrous. Foreign creditors, mainly Amencan, 
French and Dutch, who had advanced short-term loans to 
Germany, urgently called for speedy settlement; home depositors 
of local banks withdrew as much as they could obtain, so that 
even the largest bankmg estabhshments were bemg gradually 
depleted of their liquid resources. In July, 1931, one of the 
leadmg Berlin banks — the Darmstadter Bank — closed its doors, 
after havmg been compelled to repay to foreign creditors some 
500 million marks withm four or five months. 

At this pomt we must return to British affairs, for in no other 
financial centre was the reaction of the German calamity so 
severely felt as in London, and this from two reasons. First, a 
large part of London's sterlmg resources was immobilised in 
long-term loans in Germany. Second, the general loss of con- 
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fidence, caused by the American crisis, the German disintegration, 
and the fear that London was to a large extent involved in the 
German financial calamities, induced foreign creditors, who had 
considerable gold balances in London banks, to call them in 
The Bank of England honoured its obligations and was losmg 
much of its gold, until in the summer of 1931 the drain became 
unbearable, so that the Governors had to appeal to New York 
and Paris for gold advances. This signal of distress added to the 
general nervousness and filled some people with fear for the 
stability of the pound sterlmg and with forebodings of British 
insolvency. 


3. — ^THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT IN CRISIS 

The effects of the American industrial crisis, the Austrian and 
German financial calamities and political unrest, and the ration- 
alisation of British industry in post-war years, combined to 
make unemployment, for the time being, the most crucial of all 
problems for the British working classes. Towards the end of 
1930 the number of unemployed increased to over 2,300,000, 
and in 1931 unemployment of the insured workpeople amounted 
to 21 per cent, and in some important industries to 25 per cent 
The esqpenditure on. unemployment insurance benefit rose pro- 
portionately and gave the opponents of Labour the opportunity 
for discrediting the Labour Government. 

In December 1930 the Government appointed a Royal Com- 
mission on Unemployment, before whom a Treasury officer, 
Sir Richard Hopkins, declared that unemployment benefit was 
being paid with borrowed money This and similar evidence, 
as well as the gold outflow and the fear for the stabihty of the 
pound sterling, led to launching an economy movement with a 
view to callmg a halt to public expenditure and to savmg the 
country from bankruptcy- The financial difficulties, though 
caused mainly by the external causes mentioned above, wer^ 
laid at the door of the Labour Government, 

The economy movement seems to have greatly impressed the 
Prime Mmister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for on 



THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT IN CRISIS 


4 ^ 


February ii, 1931, the latter told the House of Commons that, 
without drastic and disagreeable sacrifices from all, it would 
be impossible to balance the Budget. An Economy Ccunmittee 
on National Expenditure was set up under the chairman^p of 
Sir George May, whose Report — ^the so-called May Report — 
was issued at the end of July, 1931, and gave its opinion that the 
Budget for 1932 would show a deficit of £120 millions, which 
would have to be met by economies (about £90 millions) and 
fresh taxation (about £30 milhons). T 

"The wide publicity given to this Report greatly intended 
the fears exfeting on the Continent and elsewhere. The BritMi 
Press took up tiie cry and ^tH^ed that the economic position was 
alarmmg. . . . The result was to increase stffl further the with- 
drawal of gold from London” {Trades Union Congress Report, 
1931, p 512-513). 

The fears were, in fact, greatly exaggerated. The alleged 
deficit included the provision of £$0 nulhons for the Sinkmg 
Fund, and a loan of £40 millions for the Unemployed Insurance 
Fund Now, the Sinking Fund could have been suspended, and 
the loan for the Insurance Fund would be repaid as soon as 
employment improved, so that there remained only a deficit of 
£30 millions — a sum which Britain had been spending in four 
or five days during the Great War (1914-1918). 

Nevertheless the impression made on MacDonald and Snowden 
was decisive, and they spoke of the ""dread realities ” which 
Labour refused to face They demanded sacrifices, to which 
neither the Party nor the trades unions could agree. The latter 
made counter-proposals — suspension of the Sinking Fund and 
increased taxation — ^which the majority of the Cabinet rejected. 
So the things stood on August 21, 1931, and no other consultation 
took place and no further communication passed between the 
Cabmet and the Executives of the Party and the Trade Unions. 
""We heard nothing more,” relates Mr. (Now Sir) Walter Citrine, 
""until, on Monday, August 24th, we heard that a National 
Government was being formed” {Trades Umon Congress Report, 
.1931, p. 83) 

MacDonald, Snowden, and Thomas deserted their Party» 
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joined the leaders of the Conservatives and some Liberals, and 
formed on that day the '^National'' Government with a view 
to restoring the national credit by carr5dng into effect the econo- 
mies recommended m the May Report, namely, cuts in salaries, 
wages, and unemployment benefit. 

4. — ^DEFECTION AND DEFEAT 

The Party and the trade unionists bore with quiet dignity the 
insult offered to them by their most prominent political leaders 
The defection of trusted officers caused some pamful disappomt- 
ment, but no disarray among the rank and file. 

Ramsay MacDonald, who had grown in political stature with 
the growth of the Labour Party, forfeited the love which many 
good men and women had cherished for him, and he failed to 
win the respect of the Conservatives He was allowed to continue 
in office as Prime Mmister for a few years, but he evidently felt 
a beaten man; there was neither zest nor happiness in his heart 
any more. 

PhiHp Snowden, who was rewarded with a Viscountcy, enjoyed 
much popularity in the North of England, but neither he nor the 
Pafty was any the worse for his defection. It was, somehow, 
hard to think of him as a comrade with whom one could talk 
intimately on Socialist and trade union matters, and still less on 
international' labour politics, and on aU those questions which 
formed controversial topics on. Socialist Congresses or Conferences. 
He was essentially a free-trade English Radical, with fnendly 
feelings towards the labouring people as long as they agreed 
with him, ^ 

Among the more prominent leaders who remained true to the 
Party and to his Trade Union comrades was Arthur Henderson, 
Foreign Secretary m 1929-1931, and formerly Party Secretary. 
He was henceforth sure to be received with hearty and demon- 
strative cheering whenever he put in an appearance on Labour 
Conferences. He was one of the finest products of British trade 
unionism and Gladstonian tradition; genial and loyal as a co- 
worker, a model chairman, tactful, sympathetic, and never at 
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a loss for a shrewd reply to an opponent; a man of peace and 
reform, and disposed to settle differences by friendly discussion. 
One could not have wished for a better man at the head of a 
Labour Government. 

The National Government, m the two months from the end of 
August to the end of October 1931, initiated its policy of eco- 
nomies, which caused much unrest amongst the wage- and salary- 
earning classes. At the same time the Government took the 
pound sterling off gold and reduced its nominal value by about 
33, per cent. The pound sterlmg sank to the nominal value of 
a me^^ffetEigKsh silver mark. The '' dreadful prospect '' of the 
fall of the pound ,to the level of the German inflation mark in 
1923, with which MacDonald and Snowden had tried to fnghten 
the trade unions into accepting the cuts of wages and salaries, 
failed to materialise The National Government was particularly 
lucky The exceptionally low level of American commodity 
prices in 1931, which was partly the effect of the general 
economic crisis and partly the cause of its long duration, pre- 
vented the British pnees rising in proportion to the devaluation 
of the pound sterlmg, and thus warded off the lowering of the 
standard of life of the fully-employed working-people, which 
would have inevitably followed the cuts of wages. The real 
trouble was that the number of unemployed, those, that is, who 
depended on unemployment benefit, was so abnormally large and 
that the pohey of economies hit the poorest so hard. 

In the midst of the complications of everyday hfe and the 
perplexities of the currency problem it was by no means so easy 
to grasp the causative sequence of events as we do it now po$i 
factum on paper, ^The policy of economies as regards wages, 
salaries, and unemployed benefit, and particularly the fall of 
the pound, the abandonment of gold, and the borrowing of gold 
in Paris and New York, caused much perturbatiotftod gave rise 
to deep misgivings about the position of the country. Some 
even feared or expected that the final collapse of the capitalist 
system was rapidly approaching. A good many people ascribed 
all their private worries and troubles to the Labour Government, 
to the alleged unfitness of Labour to govern Into this unrest 
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and disquiet came the dissolution of Parliament, and the General 
Election took place at the end of October 1931. 

The electoral method of Britain takes on, in times of public 
excitement and tension, the irrationality of a lottery. The 
Labour Party which in 1929 polled 8,360,000 votes and elected 
287 members, obtained now in round figures 6,500,000 votes but 
got only 52 members elected. The loss of votes had nothing of 
a sensational character, but the loss of 235 members was a 
staggering blow and looked like an overwhelming and irreparable 
defeat, like a knock-out The triumph of the National Govern- 
ment was indeed complete. No effective opposition seemed 
possible. Britain turned into a quasi-totalitarian state. 

5.— REVrSTAL AND STATEMENT OF POLICY 

The first reactions to the severe lessons of 1931 were unfavour- 
able to a continuation of the policy of “ gradualism.'' The 
advocates of a more decisively Socialist attitude had for a time 
the upper hand. At the Party Conference at Leicester, in 
October 1932, a resolution, moved by Sir Charles Trevelyan, 
was carried, which instructed the Parliamentary Labour Party 
and the next Labour Government to promulgate definite Socialist 
legislation, and to stand or fall on the principles in which they 
had faith. Of equal determination was the Socialist spirit which 
animated the proceedings of the Trades Union Congress at New- 
castle, in September, 1932. The opening address of the chairman, 
John Bromley, was a rousing plea for the inauguration of a 
Socialist policy as the only remedy against the evils of an economic 
system that proved unable to adjust consumption to overflowing 
production, or which allowed poverty and under-nourishment to 
exist in the midst of plenty. 

The revoltilionary wave, however, was of comparatively short 
duration. The organised working classes — ^with the exception of 
the small minorities which formed the Independent Labour 
Party (LL P.), the Communist Party, the Socialist League, etc, 
— ^returned to their faith m gradual reform, and steadfastly 
refused to allow any scope to the Communist Party or any Left 
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Movement to mfluence their policy Of the smaller bodies which 
advocated a more determined Socialist policy, the Communists 
were undoubtedly the more important, and yet, for all their 
ability, zeal, and selLsacrifice, they failed to make any impression 
on Labour. The critical years 1930-1933 were, indeed, puttmg 
the Communists to the crucial test, and they were found wanting. 
At the General Election in 1931, their twenty-six candidates 
polled the grand total of 74,824 votes, an average of less than 
3,000 votes for each candidate. From these facts we draw the 
Jesspn. If a Communist Party, after ten years of ardent propa- 
gand^^^js^g^able tp make headway at a time when “ gradualism 
IS visibly .discredit, when the feeling is widespread 

among organised Labour that capitalism h on the decline, and 
when unemployment is putting 20 to 25 per cent of the insured 
workpeople on the “ dole,"' then the conclusion is inescapable 
and the argument irrefutable that there is no hope for a Com- 
munist Party m Britain 

A similar consideration applies to the I L P which in the 
autumn of 1932 severed its connection with the Labour Party. 
Socialists, who for one reason or another separate themselves, 
or are kept separated, from the orgamsed Labour Movement, 
are doomed to become sectarians, that is, self-constituted guar- 
dians of the purity of doctrine, without influence on the main 
currents of social life This was for many years a weakness 
also of the Social Democratic Federation, which, as I learn while 
writing these lines, closed its existence at the end of October 1939, 
after two generations of Socialist propaganda. Founded m the 
years 1881-1883 by H M Hyndman and his friends, it lived to 
see the rise of the Fabian Society, the New Unionism, the I L P., 
the Labour Party, and the adoption of Sociahst prmciples by 
organised British Labour 

Ever since the end of 1932 a gradual revival of the Labour 
forces has manifested itself Their participation in Municipal 
elections and Parliamentary by-elections brought them con- 
siderable successes, and boded well for the General Election of 
1935. -v The hopes of Labour were not deceived It regained 
its voting strength of 1929 in pollmg 8,330,000 votes, though 
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not its Parliamentary strength, the number of elected members 
amounting to only 154 plus 4 I L*P. members, > 

From 1935 onwards the same tendency has been operating in 
Municipal Elections and Parliamentary By-elections. In the 
London County Council the Socialists came to power in 1934, 
and, led by Herbert Morrison, have earned the confidence and 
respect of aU classes of the metropolis. 

The policy of the Labour Party or Socialist Party — the latter 
appellation is coming more and more into use — can now be 
clearly stated. From the experience of the first and second 
Labour Governments the Party drew the following lessons: 
(1) Not to ally itself to any other organisation, no matter whether 
it calls itself United Front,'" “ Popular Front," Left Unity 
Campaign"; (ii) To refuse any invitation to join or to form a 
Coalition Government, but to remain strictly a Labour Party, 
based on a Socialist programme of a gradual reconstruction of 
society through democratic methods; (111) To concentrate all 
its efforts on gaining a solid majority at the next General Election. 

As to its policy during the war, which began in September 
1939, the Parliamentary Labour Party is to act as a responsible 
and constructively-minded Opposition, criticismg or supportmg 
the Government measures on their merits, while preservmg 
complete independence and preparing for the day when it will 
itself be called upon to form a Government. 
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